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FIRST AND ONLY WOMEN PIRATES

e e .

Part of the Tragic History of the

Book in Le Moyne Collection
nine Buccaneers.

-y

Spanish Main Has Been Over-

looked by Fiction Writers and Comic Opera Librettists—Rare

Records Depredations of Feml-

REPFUBLIC SPECIAL

-
1
r New  York, Nov. 1L—Nothing in the
f mu;;u: werld but has a counterpart in the
real,
'] That the pleturesque, fetching petitcoat-
| #u pirates with which comic opara has fed
the eye and charmed the ear for gencra-
L tions rung ms full-fledg=d from the
" | Imagination of a lbr=ttist as Minerva
;| from the Erain of thundering Jove is so
f | 4esply rooted in popular brlief that it is
rather disconcerting at this day to dis-
' | cover that lesp than two hundred rs
: | mgu “Teally real™ women pirates made no
lit1* nolse In the world.
* | The story of the daredevi! adventures of
Mary Read and Anne Bonny was knocked
1 ! diun the other day for $39 In an auction-
| | roorn @t the sule of the library of the
" scholarly comedian, Willlam J. Le Moyne.
1| 1L forms the kernel of the remarkabie
f
'

| wark, “A History of the Roblerles and
' Murders of the Most Notorious P'yrates,
| Loadon, 172" now one of the rarest and
q ==t Lits of Americana.

r | e two small volumes, with curious
- | wound end eopper plates, are the first and
L | only records extant of private outlaws.

. “They contmain™ to guote Mr., Broad-
t ! hurst, the Colunial historian, “a grester
| quanilly of Celonlal history of tish

America than anywher« extant.
- From the adventures of Captain Avery,
who plrated the cvasi of New England,
and Teach, known as “Blackbeard, with
fourt=en wives. captured In James River
by Licutenant Maynard, not to lorgel the
tmmortal Captain Kidd, the volume 18 ro-
iwle with stories of some score of vil-
alne wlo have served 1o whet the
!magination of not a few of the worid's
j | most popular sea novelists.

Captaln Johnson, the author, wme an old
Enyiish s rover. The facis recordsd ha
prregra’ly matherad from the participanis
and their asmociates, His recltal hes all
the direst @mplicity, the [ndelicate truth-
fuiness of Feriptural narmative of «ariy
ElLiabethan drama.

No plrate krew aur waters better than
4 Burt old sea dog. The account of his
L own capture. detention and ransom by the
y Iudians an the Ghio River (7)) ls now

sonroeiy jes valuable Americana than his
masterpioce, which he aps 2ea in the
preface for calling a history, since he telle
“it « nothing but the actions of & parcs!
of roalieries ™

This parcel af raldberies s the qu-n{
from which Marrvat, J. Clarke Russ=l
Pyls and hosts of lesser mriters are sad
tor have bullded thelr sea romances, while
Rotert lauis Btevenson had more than
posming acnualntan.a with  the record.
Her Mary Head and Pouny Anne ssoaped
their nets perms paseing strangs

WORSE THAN MEN.

In bollness ant daring no less than salf-
sa miflcing courmge ithese mamen pleates
more not surpasesd by any of the tur-
esgue fraebooters with whom their fortune
was cast aind whose deeds were o--"rined
in song and story

Extornally the -= first and only recard-
o] women nirutes hiad ttle In common
wnith tha gayvly capaiisoned feminine pl-
tates of pollte rranes or comic opera.
¢ the dunring of real Breeches,
S 3 .'-ml-hu? and peril known
e TRty Leroes of Jolnson's Sistory.
nd with not a few of whom they fought
a0 to hand with eword or pistol, Mary
nuine wom-

fe.Ns

If pot “perfect ladles™

v would have gons 1o thelr graves
suspecied by thelr ferce and
rompanions Lad not Cupid
d them nuat

A= with no: a few of their tineel coulk

rarte, the little Blind war ‘helr un-
loimg  Hat wire teled for their lves in
Jameita in ITP ynd condemned to desmth,
vat em apel ecac Gilon because of thelr
vorditten Both died In prison.
H As 1o the lives of sur female piratss
e mus confess sass the author, “that
eV MV apiret a littls extravagant. yet
ther are novertheleas true. A® they wers
icly tried for thelr pracics, ther- are
Lving withesssy T34 enough to teatify to
wta we have laia down comceralng them
17 thers are pome incidents and 'urme In
thelr stories wiich may give them a I't-
e the alr of 4 novel they are NOT (Avent.
! {or that purposs; it |= a kind of reading
with whet thie guthor ie lUttle asgoain®-
" But as he Rimasl! was excesdingly 41
serted with ther when they Were related
e kim bhe thought they mlqr.l Rave the
rame offect upon the reader.’’

Mary Fead was an :B!:l. Her
» | mother married a man »ho followed the
ren Soorn after the weldding bhe salisd
away and neves cane back In time a
son was born,  When the Infant was aboye
a year old the widow me! with an arci-
de1t To aveld sgrsce sbe Bought the
cogniry
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heart to part with him.
ady then gave the mother a
week for fis support. Ehorily
bt be: money and died Mary
mother fell Into distrees
todd af this crisle ber ooz

- .—y -

now 1%; and handsome as & picture. Rhe
hired out as a footboy te a French
Countess, But conventional life soon
wearicd her.

ENLISTED ON MAN-OF-WAR.

Bhe enlisted on a ‘man-of-war. After
spirited engagements she quitted the serv-
ice and went to Flanders.

There as a cadet she carried arms in a
foot regiment and won pralse for bravery,
her sex never being . While.de-
serving® commission she couid not ebtain
one, as they wers t and sold, end
:1'1“' feminine soldler of fortune was pen-

Bpolliug for new flelds to con , #he
quit the foor regiment and - horse
uvard, where her bravery and good be-
vior won the csteem of the offlcers, Her
advance was assured, when she fell In v

el

the sane time, 'rh? ,.;:m“mﬁﬂ hor=a-
MANn now grew neg nt duty. The
arme and gemuunm she mlways kept in
such fine order wers allowed to tarnish.
When Fleming was ordered out Mary went
with him. without commarni of her su-
ﬁrr:k:r officer and at great danger to bher

The rest of the !morn. Nttle susps-t-
Icg ihe secret, thought she was mad.
tming was at a loss to account for lier
actiong, but with the Ingenucusness of
tove, however, the foollsh Httle trooper at
length revealed her sex to Fleming.
MADE HER HIf WIFE.

Her attitule captured the messmate's
hiart, who courted her in ail honesty for
Eir wife. When the horse guands marched
inte winter gquarter Mary Read bought
womans & rel. and they were publicly
married. They st up an eating-house at
the Sign of the Thres Hores 4, DeAr
the rasil~ In Hreda. [t was ihe repdegvous
of the regiments of al! the cuuntrystde
and fortuns smilied.

It was, however. shor -lived happiness,
for soon the husbard died Vicissitudes
followed closely, and in despair  Mary
again donred man's apper=] and set out
for Holland. There sha joined & reghnest
q:,nnvmfl in & frontsr towmn, but scon
shipped for the West Indica

her & few duyr out tha uh!r was ca
tered by pirates. Helng the only FEnglish-
man aboard, the plimfes kept Mary, 1n-
gether with the ship's nder. Bhe saile]
the Kings Drociomtion.  perdesiue. ail
* prociamation, oning &
frotes who vojuntarily surrendered, was
aken advantage of by bher caplors All
want asho = and I in appatont con-
tent gntll thelr monsy Ve out
Hearing that (aptaln Wond Rogers.

Governor of the Island of Providence was |
fitting out & privatesr to crule~ against |

the Spensarde, Mary Joined the covw, They
bad not seiled far when the crew, Muary
incladed, turned amgainst the commender
and took t:g the old trade of plrating.
R*ai always declared she abhorred
the e of a pirale, and only followed it
under compulsion Men who salled with

her, aver, awore under
trin]l for her life that &m waa no plrats
afloat more resciute In undertaklog haz-
.l? on=
o man-of awar
Anne Bon-

BeR TOMALCS.

Anne Bonny made known to Mary Read
that =he was & womAan n man s disgulse.
In self-defenss Mary was {oroed to share

with her mesrmate, & handsome youug |
nur;aml\'mmldwtbrm-t'

|




