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LIVED FIFTEEN YEARS AS MAN

Experiences of 'mn Whom Natare
Obliged to Assmme Masculine
- Garb.
' Bt
" After travelirig about the country for fif-
scon years in male attlve, the pex of Mary
Johinaton _of New Orleans was. discoyered
at Elin Tsland, N. Y., when the immigra-
tiopn doctors decided to examine her for
tubberculonls. Misa Johnston is 60 years
A, Allght’ of Dulld and of n sallow com-
slexion, Her manner and conversation show
refinement And somp oulture. Sha won the
sympathy of all the officials at Ellls Island
who heard her story yesterday, following
thedluclosire that the was & woman, She
arrived In New York October § in the
steeraie of the’American Iner New York,
from Bouthamplon. Miss Johnston was
born In Canada, of English parents, both
&f whom died when she was 3. Nature had
blighted her with a Lhick binck mustache

and an uptsoally. l»w umac volce, and 1t
s’ T wichrdani® r

s uRwelcome
handicaps Mat she was forced to disgulse
'harsolf 48 A man, assoclate with men and

: garn ber llvjng In occupations nsunlly fol-

owed bY the inale wex,

| Her sullow aheeks became scarlet when
she pickad out of n group of men Jdn
the Male detention ward on Eills Island
und told that she was suspected of having
tuberculosis,

The woman protested that she was in
perfect health, but the examining surgeon
sald hie wanted to bo sure, and ordered her
to thas hospltal for examination.

The woman tried hard to control her
nerves, hu&whm the surgeon sald, “L shall
have (0 psk you to remove your clothing,
Mr., Woodhull,” Miss Johnston wept.

“Oh, pleass don't examine me!" she
pleaded. I might as well tell you all, T am
A woman, and have traveled In male atiire
for fiteen years. 1 have never been exam-
ined by a dootor in &ll my lfe, and I beg
of you not to make an examination of me
now. I know &8 woman ls treated with re-
spect and courtesy in this prace, and I ask
that you send a woman to make the exam-
ination. Surely this consideration ls due

me a8 an honest and respectable woman,'

The surgeon called In a matron &t the
woman's request, but later they examined
hoer lunge to make sure she was not tubere-
uinr. 1t was found that she was In good
health, but not rugged. She was an allen,
but not an undesirable one, and had it not

| bean for the clothes ahe might have been

admitted to the coumtry.

Commissioner Murray, who was at the
islend, aaked Miss Johnston why ahe had
traveled as & man, The nervousness pre-




against me, and 1 could not get on. For
filieen years I struggied along In the Tleld
of femalsa emplayment, but 1t was of ne
uyall \

“I have been an honest woman all my
Hife and have never violated any law. I am
sorry that It is & violation of the law for
me o dress a8 & man, but I 414 not know it
I hive become so accustomed to acting as
a man that jt will be Alfficolt for me o
live now an & woman. Te go back to wom-
an's apparal and {ry to earn my living
woitld be extremely hard for a woman of
my years"

Mien Johnston sald ™at afler leaving
Cannda she went to Callfarnia, where she
remalned for fifteen wyears. As Frank
Woodhull she sought smployment In the
country and worked on several blg ranches
Hhe lved with the ranch hands, assoclated
with them, but the identity of her sex waa
never discoversd.—Now York Tribune,
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