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Leaders Call For National Mobilization 
[August 21. I 9961 Toda)' leadrrs of the n1ajor US 

grnclcr organi1.ations jointly announced a ~lobili:1~1-
tion Meeting to formally launch a nationwidl' rnove­
mc-nt against gender-based opprrssion under the 
nanw of Gender PAC. Thr Mec-ling will bC' hrld in 
suburban Phibdrlphia on Saturday. No\'C'mbc-r 2, 
1996. Joiniug in thC' call wrrc- IFCE. nrnaissancc-. 
Tri-Ess. AEGIS, ITM lntrrnationnl, thc- CTO. ln­
tC'rsexrd Societ} of North America (1S1\/A). and the 
Transt'xual 1-. lenace ( Y). 

Alison Laing. JoAnn Hobc-rts. Angela Cardnrr. 
Dallas Denny, Jamison CreC'n, Lynn \\'alkN, Jmw 
Ellen Fairfax. Cheryl Chase ancl Riki \\'ild1ins said 
in a joint statement,"'\ \ 'e arc calling all gendc-r ac­
tivists to join us in Phil.1dr lphia to plan and map a 
strntegy to rnd f!:C'ndrr-basrd opprrssion in our time 
- not just for onrsrlves. but for our loved onrs ,md 
for th<' youngsters coming up behind us. The mo­
ment has come to join hands and bend our commu­
nal will to launching this movement. Thc- time for 
unity is now." 

The 111obilinltio11 mc-c-ti11g will kick off at 9:00 ,1111 
slrnrp Saturday morning, and encl at 12:00 noon the 
following Sunday. It will featurc- few brcaks or pre­
sentations. dc,oting the time exclusively to planning 
policy. implenwntin!!; t:ictic-s. and stafn ng all activi­
tic·s necessary to launch a nation\\'icle 1nm·cm1·11t. 

A Broad Agenda 
Thr meeting"s aggressive agc-ncla illustratc•s the 

leac!Ns focus on making CemlerPAC a bro.id-based 
combination of the gay community's Human Bights 
Campaign, 1 atio11al Cay & LC'sbian Task ForC'e, 
Ga) & L<•sbian Anti-D<'famation LN1gue {CLAAD). 
and Lambda Lc-gal Drfensc- & Education Fund. 
Acti, ites sch<'d11l<·cl for discussion . staffing and 
i111plc-11wntation inc:l11clr: 

• Congressional lobbying 
• Transgcnd<'r & lnt<'rsexcd Childrcn 
• Trans-n•lated Violc-nee 
• Employment Discrimination 
• Cencler Lrgal Defense rund 
• Child Custody Laws 
• 1 ational Gender Lobbying Day 
• Minority Outreach 
• \lc-clia Responsc- & Anti-Dc-fmn,ltion 
• Public Rcltltions 
• Membc-rship 
• Corpor:itr EEO Policies 
• Funclraising 
• ~linority Outreach 
• Hrsrarch 
• ~larriage Laws 
• ~lilit.tr)' Policies 
• TrausPrisonc-r Projrc-t 
Rooms will bc- pro"ided by those in the· Philadd­

phia arc-a for those nt'eding some financial assistance 
to attc-nd. In addition. Cc-nclcrPAC will br rrnting a 
number of rooms in 1warb) motrls, for those willing 
to share acco111modations, and private rooms an· 
available at moderate cost. Gvery c-ff ort is being 
maclC' lo make the> ~lobili1.ation 1-.lreting as afford­
able as possible. 

Attendance ls Limited 
Duc- to space· considrrations. att<>ndanc<.' is lim­

itc-d to 50 p<'opl<.' on a 11rst-come-11rst-scrvr basis, so 
pleas<.' make your rcsc-r\'ations c-arly. To make your 
rc-sen11tion now, pleas<' contact An~ela Gardner at 
- @ren.org> or 6 IO or Alison Laing 
~ Ing.com> 617 . For more informa-
tion on thc- ~lobili1,ltion Mcf'ting. you can contact 
Riki Anne \\'ilchins at <lllllf@Pipclinc-.Com> i'.\.. 
orcall212- . ~ 

Speaker's Bureau Training Date Set 
SC'vNnl pc:>oplr liavc• rc-'luc:>sti>d a not hc:>r edition of 

thl' fob11lo11s R1•naissancc• SpPakPrs Training Pro, 
gr:1m. JoAnn Robc:>rts, Co-Dirc-ctor of Outreach. hns 
announced thl.' next training SC'ssion will bc- held 
Saturcby, October 19. :2 P~I to 5 P~I at th(' Hen:1is­
sancc- N·ational office' (ser p;\gC' 2 for acldrc·ss). 

I fyo11 wish to attend th£' trainmg. contact JoAnn 
Robe>rts at - @cdsp11b.c-om> or 610-
or lc-ave a messag<" 011 the Rf'naissancr answC'ring 
maehinP. 610-975-91 19. 

Thr training will proviclr tips and hints for both 
broaclc:L~t :mcl collegc- speaking engagemrnts. i 



~ Chapter & Affiliate Information {t:n 

Clmpters 

Delaware 

Wilmington, Delaware: mt•<•ts 
second Saturday of t•ach month. \\'nte 
for info to: PO Bo\ 5656. Wilrnington, 
DE 19606. 

Pennsylvania 

Grenier Philadelphia: \\'rit<' R<'· 
naissance CPC, 987 Old Eagle School 
Rd., Suite il9, \\'aync. Pa. 19067 
Meets third Saturday of the month in 
King of Prussia. Doors open 8 pm all 
year 'round Call 610-975-9119 for in­
formation. 

Lower Susque hnnna Valle) : 
\\·rite Rt•nnissance LSV, Box 2 122 
Harrisburg. PA 17105. Meets on th<· 
first Saturclay of the month. Call 717-
iSO- lLSV (780-1571,) for location ,rnd 
meeting times. 

Affiliates 

California 

Ornnge Count)·: Powder Puffs of 
California. PO Box I0S<j. Yorba Lind,1. 
CA 926S6. or email to <ppoc(i! .101.com> 

Connecticut 

Brid~e port/Ne w Haven· 
t·onnrctic11T\'ic\\. c· 'o Dcnisr \la~on 
PO Box 2281. Devon. CT 06460. 
~lonthly 1wwslettcr and activities. 

Georgia 

Atlnnta: The Amcncan CducationaJ 
Gender lnfonnation Service (AEGIS), 
PO Box 33724. Dc·catur, CA 30033-
0,24 or call 7i0-939-02-14, or C'rnml to 
<aegis@rnmdspring.com>. Informa­
tion rc•sourccs & rc-f C'rrals. 

Atlanta: Atlantu Gender Explora­
tions (A C E.), PO Box 77562. Atl,Ulta. 
GA 303.57, 7i0-939-2128. 

Illinois 

Chicngo: The Chicago Cend<'r So­
ciel). PO BOA 576005 Chicago, IL 
60657, 70S-S63-771 t 

Louisiana 

New O.-leun:. Tl1e Culf Cmcler 
\ll1.111c:l', PO Box 56~6. '-rn Orlt·an\, 
LA iO 156-65.'36, 30-t-833-30 Ill. 

New Je1·sey 

. Ce ntrnl Je r.ey: ~l011111011th/ 
Ocl\lll Trans Ct·ndt·r. (~IOTG). ,, rit<' 

PO Box 8243, Ikd Bank, J 0i70I. 
C,lll 008-219-9091 Cmail: 
_ @,\ol.com 

Titusville: M c-clings art· I ~t S,1tur­
day of the month ,lt the U nit,1rian Uni­
,crsalist Churd, of Washington Cross­

ing Call Terri - at ~ 

New York 

Munhattnn. Mctropolit,m Ccnd<'r 
\Jttwork M CN),write561 ll udson 
St Bo, 45, ~ <'" \ ork. ;'\\' I 0014. or 
c.111201-794-1665, Ext. 332. 

Long Island. ,·w York C l RL & 
Part1wrs, PO Bo, 456, Cc-nt,·rcacl1, NY 
1 li20. Call 516-732-5115 for mfo. 

Long Island: Long hl,md l'cmmc 
Expn•ssion (Ll FE). PO Bo~ 3015, 
L,1k,· llonkonkom.i, ~y I 1770-0 I 4 7 
Plio,w 516-:253-13.'33 

OkJahoma 

Central OkltJ1omu: Soonc-r Divc-r­
Mt\ part of the- C, 111ml Okl.1lio11 a 
Tr,111s~endcr \lli.m<:t COT\ 1 Con­
tact, Hachel - . P.O. Bo,575, 
Norman, OK 73070. 

Pennsylvania 

Lehigh Vu llc) IPOcono urc n: 
, orthcastcm Pu. Tnmsgc-ndcr Alli­
ant<•. NEPTCA, PO Bo, 3621 Allen­
to"n PA 1S106. \ IC'E>tingsontll<'sec­
ond 5aturduy of tlit• month III tlw 
All(•ntown arc-:1. Cill for dirt•c:tions and 
mon• 111fom1ation. 610-8:21-2955. 

Electronic Subscriptions 
You can gt>t Ren l'W<,&\'it•w, hy 

l'mail every month dt>livcrcd automnti­
t:,lllv n~ht to }<>Ur email ho:1. for onl) $10 
.1 w.u l11at\ lull on tlw regular p,1per 
\uh,mptlon r.lte St>nd >1>ur ~10 pllL\ 
}'1llr email aildrl'" to thc Rt>II national 
om(.~·. 
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Renaissance~;~-;~ & 

© 19H.5, H1•11,1iss,UW(' Ed11c:atio11 Asso 
ciution, Int· .. 987 Old Eogl<' Sd1ool 
Hd., Suitt• 719. \\'a)ll<' P,1. I 00",7. 
Plume: 610-915-9119 
lVffilV - l11t11:llro,otc.ren.org 
On AOL kcy«oord: Renaissance 

$2 per issue•. $20 lX'r y<•ar ( 12 1ssu<•s1 . 
Back issues are a, ail.ible for $2 J><'r 
copy plus $0.52 postagt• and luuHll111g. 
Srnd clwck or M .0. to the abov<' ad­
dress. atl<'ntion: Back Issues. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Angela Ga rdner 

Contributing Editors 
Dina Amberle Jes<Jica Brandon 
Lee Et<tcovitz JoAnn Robert~ 

Layout & Design 
Creative Design S<'rvices 

Business Manager 
Jessica Brandon 

Distribution 
Emily Slicldon 

Article.f, opinion pirtts, and lcttcn to the 
~itor arc al .. a,rs .,.c,1..,..m.,. Idea, for ar­
lid.,s and opinion pi-• d,onld be ~nt to 
our editorial office ca"" or ReruaisJl\nct', 
PO Bo.: 530, Bensalem, Pa. J9020-0:S30. 
Or u~ email to cangelaOn.-n.org, . Com• 
plimentary and irate lcttcn to the .,ditor 
may I,., • t,nl l o tl,e same addrcso. 

Renaiuancc iJ a :501lcll3l non-profit orgu­
niu tion prt»iding education and rnppo11 
to the tran.•ge nclcr communjty and t~ 
geouaJ public. rr )Oil won Id lilt' to mdt' • 
tin-deduct ible donation, mue ,our ehttl 
or M.O., payable to Jlenaissonce and ,end 
ii to our Notional office. Your eontrlbu­
tloru will help m continue our e rroru to 
pro.-iclc education about tra.nsgender i,. 
mes. Dom1tion_y can also be made lhnmgh 
)Our local United Way agenc,, 

Local Calendar 
September 

7 R<'n. LSV mrC'tmg 
i <'" Jersey Support 

14 Ren. DC'lawar<' 
14 N EPTCA. Allc-ntO\m, P.1. 
21 R<'n. CPC 

October 
5 Ren. l SV mrrtmg 
5 NC'w Jersey Support 

12 RC'n. Delaware 
12 N E !Yl'CA, All<'ntown, Pa. 
19 R<'n. C:PC 



I can't bcliC've it kittens. Summer is 
very near the end of its one way trip 
into Fall and I've done it again. Oh 
yeah, I started the year with good in­
tentions. I ran out as soon as the swim­
suit clenrances start<'d and shopped for 
just the right little bikini lo show off 
the :;e\)' bod I plnnned lo acquire 
through starvation ... I mean diet and 
exercise. I stocked up on self t.rn 
cream. (UV is a no no.) I called my 
personal photographer, Miss Miranda, 
and told h<-r to g<'t plenty of outdoor 
l11m for our annual pilgrimage to the 
beach. (Or. as they say here in Philly, 
<la shore.) Now. I look at my handy 
dandy comput<>r calendar and I notic<' 
the days left in Summer can b<' 
counted on two hands (If you're a mu­
tant) and I haven't be<'n nC'ar the At­
lantic Ocean m a lady's swimsuit <•1·en 
one<' this war. But nc-wr f<>ar, I will 
g<'l nc•w s~\'immit shots don<'. \\'ho am 
I kidding. I'll be do\\'n then· in Octo­
ber if that's what it takrs. I'll put up 
with ,lll)thing to get a grc•at swi111s11it 
shot for the FC"bruary Swimsuit Issue, 
as should you. Now it's time to play .... 

Transpolting 

\\'ell, I don·t know if it's 111!' or if ad­
\'Crtising ngcncics and filmmakers have 
finally c,\Ught on to the appeal of trans­
gendered characters, but lh<'r<' hnv<' 
been a whole lot of us 0111 there in tllC' 
media lately. First the movirs. 

Anybody see Trai11s1,otti11g? It's n 
great film ... if you like to watch Scot­
tish junkies, w<>ll, shoot junk. It's a 

lk11ai.~wmce Nl'tc.~ & \'ic'w~. \'ol. J(J, No. 9 

comedy. Actually, kind of a dramedy. 
You'll laugh, yo11·11 Cl)', etc. Anyhow, it 
really is a well done film that rises 
higher in my estimation due to one 
scene in a disco. The- lads, who happ<•n 
to not be on heroin at the time, go to a 
London disco to cdc-brate a big win at 
the races. Don't somC' of th<' ladies on 
the dance floor look a touch difTcr<>nt? 
Could they be'? \'011 bC'tcha, and the 
main character makes some prC"tty 
trans-positive comments after on<' of 
the other lads finds himself suddenly 
questioning his sexuality. \ \'ill r tell 
more? No way. Ya gotta catch thr flick. 

Ui, Yahl 

Th<>n thc-r<•s Jackie Chan, that 
Asian martini arts dude. who has 
kicked 111or<· butt titan that nancv hO\ 

Johnnie \'au Damme and that other. 
lightweight, little Ste-vie Seagal put to­
gether. You see it coming don't)·,\? 
Yep, Jacki<• Cl11m in pantyhose-. hl'<'ls 
and a red suit, spinning around and 
kicking somebody in the face. I caught 
,1 111m clip 011 onc of the entc-rlainnwnt 
~hows whilst in Lh<• midst of s0111cthi11g 
else-. (Net surfing. putting on mr'C')'<' 
makeup ... ) You can tell Jackie cnjoys 
the dressing np and has some dress up 
<'X()f'riencc, sine-£' as hC' twirls around 
you can sec thC' cotton crotch of his 
pantyhosr and it lookC'Cl lik<' a pr<'tl)' 
good tuck to me. No amateur stuff 
there. The- film? I didn't catch the- titlr 
but Kalina the Sexy Vampire trlls 
me it is Streetfighter, ,mcl Jackie ilCtu­
ally plays all the main charactrr~. in-
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dueling this female martial arts <'\[Wr1 
This isn ·1 St rc>etfiglitrr starring J<•an 
Claude Van Damme. This is one· jat'ki1• 
did in I long Kong and while 1'111 not 
sure that's the- till<" l knows" hats I 
set'n. as Popeye migl1t quip. 

Get it Right Snake 
Rosie Grier is kno,,n as thr ('X­

football star who ministered to O.J. in 
jail and rclaxc-s by knitting. Pam 
Grier, on the other hand. is not about 
to be caught doing any knitting. She's 
currently strutting her stuff nnd kick­
ing some ... (shut your mvutli, J <lidn ·1 
say nothin'I) on the silver screen in the 
latest Escape nlm, Escape.from L.A 
and her character is a TS. Snake 
Plisskin keeps screwing up and calling 
her by the characters old male appella­
tion and she has to keep correcting 
him. Now, I know what you're saying, 
another genetic female portraying a 
trans person. J guess Tula wasn't avail­
able so they had to make do. They help 
the illusion, and film is about nothing 
if it ain't about illusion, by electroni­
cally low<'ring her voice a bit. Pam may 
not be a transgendered actor but rr­
mcmber, Dustin Hoffman wasn't au­
tistic when he did Rai11111m1, or trans­
gendered when he worked on Tootsie. 
(That we know of.) At least here's a 
movie with a transgenderecl chnract<>r 
who's 011e of the good guys ... g,1ls ... <'f, 

you kno\\ - C'vcn if tll<' good guys arc 
violent criminal types. 

Yo, Cabbiet 

Ke<'p your cablf' bo:. SC't to IIBO 
and watch for Taxi C(lb C,mjP.ssiom 
111. If you ·ve seen any of th<• othc-rs 
you kno" the- premise, Ne\., York C'ahs 
are equipped \\;th five lipstick si1.c-cl 
cameras (Ooo! llope it's \\'c-t & \\'ild ) 
and the cabbies are more' than just 
cabbil's, they're trained inquisitors who 
g<>t c,·en the most reluctant fare to 
bare their soul for the edification of 
thr ,-ie\\ers. I mean, it's actually in­
c:redible what these people- will say lo a 
total stranger, and what's c-ven more 
incredible is the fact that they sign thr 
release fonn and let the things th<') 

co11ti1111cd 11exl 1wgc 



News Beat ... 
said to th cabbi<', in what th , 
thought was privac , b transmittPd 
into millions of homes across the land. 

On young lady. who looked like 
sorn orw's nic daught r, used thc­
r-word liberally in evf."ry S('ntc-nc as 
sh told th cabbi<' about her boy­
friend who cheat d on h r, and she 
was gonna fix hirn, and sh shot him 
one , and he worked her ov r with a 
pistol butt. Unb lievablc. Do the 
word dysfunctional ring ab II? 

But, what does this film hold for us, 
th transg nder d vi wer? Th y sav it 
for th ncl cause they know w make a 
big finish. Th Inst young lady who 
hails an HBO cab works at lub Ed 1-
we is and she tells a poignant tale of 
parental abandonm nt because of her 
transgenderism. l lcr boyfriend broke 
up with her too, since sh didn't have 
all th s xual quipm nt he wanted 
h r to have. Sh 's not a tragic charac-
t r though. h makes a strong stat<'­
m nt for transg nder rights that closes 
the film. s merica go to th 
kitchen for a b er it may paus for a 
s cond and soy, that chick duel has got 
it going on, or something like that. 

lso k ep an cy cock cl to catch , 
look at Jason AJe xand r, eorge 
from Seinfeld, playing a gay man who 
participat s in an all mat ballet. II<' 
looks charming in his tutu , ith mor<' 
than a hint of chest hair hanging out. 
Th movie is call cl Love, Valor, Co111-
p(l.~Sior1 and it will hit theat r som -
tim next year. lexander said h 
, anted a break from the orge char-
acter, a tutu is just about as far away 
from C org ostanza ns you can g t. 

And Word From 

On now to th m dfo manipulators 
from Madison Av nu . Th trans-fac­
tor in comm rcinls hos d ltnitely gone 
up. an you say Dennis Rodman? 

ictoria's S er t can tmd they us cl 
Mister Rodman in one of th ir bra 
comm rcinls. B fore you g t all excited 

lkt1(1i.~w111('c> 'e1t·\ & , i<'rn, Vol JO, 1o. 9 

ll't 111<' t·,dm you down h) t<'lli11g 011 

np front. Hocl111a11 did no t 111odc·l th<' 
bra. \\'hal II<' had 011 under his shirt is 
m1}bod, ·s g11<'. s. \\ 'hut )ip do •s i11 the 
spot is talk and walk around a littlP 
wliile lo"c-1)' women lo1111~e in their 
scanti s. laybe nrxt time D<'nnis will 
do th mod ·ling. or ma)h< thC'y'II dC'­
cide to u <' RuPuul. 

Ford 1otors has l<'apt into the 
nurry of tran -inclusiv< ads with an ad­
dition to th ir scri s of pots~ aluring 
the <lC'alers ac-ross thl' ·tr et. Th c 
guys hnve tried all kinds of plo ·s to 
IC'am the Ford <lealN's set'ret. l low 
can the Ford d aler C'II car that 
cheap? In one of the spots th use a 
sophisticated list<'ning de ice to hear 
what the Stlle men aero s the street are 
offering. In anoth r th sn ak in to 
th Ford dealership clre cl a 

E L . 1 n the tran - pot th y cl cide 
that one of their salesguys has to get 
dressed in drag to infiltrate the fo'ord 
dealership. llc's kind of rol}' poly and 
looks lik<' somebod ·s mom, in fact , I 
think l'v se n him at a m eting. 

This kind of pr<'mi e always g<'t 
m . r mean, how unobtru ive is it for 
an old guy to get into a dress and sneak 
into th supcrmark t hiding hi mus­
tache with his hand to check out the 
donut ompetition? I n't a guy in a 
dress going to attract more attention 
on a secret mission than a gu , in a con­
sc-rvative men's suit? \\'hate>vPr the 
casr, vC'n though they ma , be using 
what we hold sacrC'd for n chuck] . it 
h lps us for p ople to keep seeing men 
in dress son th ir t levision. That 
kind of exposure could l<."acl to th<' 
point where a man in the dr ss at the 
mall might be cLsmis cl as ju tan­
other guy with a secret mission. I le , 
hand me my sccrC't decoder ring and 
drop the cone of silence'. I have> to get 
my order from the c-hief. 

ot So Rosy 

It ems that a much a WC' ad­
vnnc there are pin es that ju t won't 
tay abreast of th<' limes. (Or a-folsi of 

the times.) Ln Cnge aux Folle~ has 
been around for sev ral decad snow, 
as a film ltrst, then a musical, and then 
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a 111111 again. (Th<' Birdrngr. ) Th(• c:har­
lK'tC'Ts ar(' b lov(•d by million both 
straight and ga •. and )'C't ... it just ain't 
\\ hol some l'llm1gh for some tales. 
·orth Carolina (ai n't that whc>re that 

I lc·lm clmract r hang out?) says that 
it' ju t not right for th m. E\'C'n more' 
disappointing i th H•ason it's not 
ri~ht for th<'rn . Is it th fact that the 
diarac:tl'Ts tm' gay? Th fuct that the 
rnain bad guy of the film i a religiou 
('Onservativ ? op('. Th 1orth Caro­
lina ThC'ater in Rnl<'igh won ·1 be• pre-
en ting Ln Cnge next season cnusc thr 

characters nppear in drag. 
It e ms that Ral igh is bl ssecl with 

an archaic orclinanc that prohibits n 
business from offi ring ntertninment 
featuring fernal impersonators. I In -
ing fo' ls in your show means you're run­
ning an "adult establishment." o. the 
th ater is worried that th y'll be hut 
clown if thC' actor playing I ban a p-
p nrs on the stage iu a dr sand heels. 

f cour it's mor complicated 
than that. club in Haleigh cnlkd 
Legend ha alreacl fit cl suit to have 
th(' orclinanc tossed, but rath r than 
join force with the club and fight tlif' 
good fight for artistic integrity to­
gether, th thC'nt r has caved in cau e 
of other considerations. on iclerations 
like po sible huclg t cuts. The ci con­
tributes about $133,000 a year to the 

1orth arolina Theater and the con­
crvati" f orcc who control ti 1<' purse 

string :ir mor<' lik ly to cut th funds 
off if Ln C{lge goe up than if the pro­
duce th(' pla they're r('placing it with -
An11ie. Personally, if 1 was in charge of 
th<' mon<'y, nd I h nrd anoth r lovable 
little moppet ing Tomorrow in that 
phon stage voice those little girls get 
from somewhere, J'cl pull their subsidy 
in a heartbeat. 

But, in th final anal is it's all 
pretty murky. The local paper, the 

1ews & Obs<'rot'r , wrote, "The root of 
thr issue, of cour , is not really cross­
dressing at all. 0th rwis , the furor 
would b<' about . . Theater' pro­
duction of Peter Pnn ... or th recent 
r viva] of Clwrley's Aunt b Play Mak­
ers Repertory Company in hap I 
Bill. Let's face it: th problem is that a 



gay m,m in fo:ltl1ers is more unsettling 
tlH1n ,1 straight 111:111 in feathers." Cuess 
that depends on your point of view. 
Why not sliar<• your point of view with 
the city or Raleigh and the North 
Carolina Thenter? Perhaps we should 
mobili1.c the Trnnsexual Me nace? 

Oh, Go On Ya Old Bag 
Arc you a crossdresscr of a certain 

age? Ilavp you stopped trying to get 
rid of your wrinkles with alpl1a hydroxy 
acids and started to trowC'I them in 
with grout? Then h:tv<' I got a t1('wslet­
tC'r for you. Our good frit•ml and ad­
ministrator of the PC'nP:11 Program, 
Georgia - has gotten togeth<'r 
with some other golden girls and 
startNI u httl<' rag for Old Jing~ & Sng­
gi11g 13ng~ To kc>Pp things simple that's 
what tlwy ll:llllNl it' too. I rs "a ll('\\"S­

letter for thC' aging erossclrC'SS<'r and 
othC'r oldl'r tr:111sgc•1Hkrc>d persons."' 
Tlw} acid, "\\'ith a nc<•d for an AA RP 
for tl1e Transgenderccl we· ckticlccl to 
crNt<• a forum for our sp<'cial co11-
t<'rns. \ \ 0 <' want to covN subj<-<:ts likC': 
I low lo rl'clncP tho.sr nast; wrinkle's. 
\\'hat styles go wrll for the aging cross­
dresser. Should l think seriously of liv­
ing full time or ncarlr full time now 
that the children arc gone?" Valid 
questions that we may all be asking 
ourselvt>s one clay since• Mother Time' 
eventuallv takes off her four in('h 
pumps ai;d slips into Cobbie• C11cldlNs. 
You can chrck out th<'ir newsl<'tter nt 
< http://ourworld.compuserve.com/ 
honl('png<'slgeorgia_h/ohsb. ht n 1 > and 
drop her a line with commC'nts, S11g­
gcstions or subscription requests (hard 
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copy) at ~ compuserve.com>, 
snail mail at PO Bo~ 10723, Midwest 
City, OK 73140-1723. Pass the bran 
girls, I'm on my wny. 

Those Crazy Foreigners 
Before J get hate mail from over­

seas let me say J love' the foreigners. 
Some of my best friends are ... oh, 
never mind. Seriously, I love foreign­
ers so much, that Renaissance has de­
cided to expand the Community Film 
Project "doco," as they say in Australia 
(documC'nta.ry to us Yanks) to cover 
how crossclressing is viewt•cl around 
tliC' world. PBS took you around tl1c 
world in 80 days with M ichac-1 Palin, 
we want to take you around the world 
in 80 gowns. \\'hat WC' nced al the mo-
111Pnl is input from various countries 
about how crossclressing 11ts into thrir 
culture. Japan, South Africa and En­
ghnd arc of spC>cial interest a the mo­
ment but ir you know S011\('011(' in 
Crt•ec:P or F ranee' plc:isc lrt 11s k110\\ 
what's it's like thC'rc for girls like' us. 
ThC> information will bf' used to write a 
f,mcling proposal to lwlp tht> project 
.. gc•t its legs" ns tllC'y say in the biz. If it 
does get the funding cnmera crews 
could be coming to your t0\\11 soon so 
let know if you'd be willing to be 
filmed. Send your info to me by email. 
- @ren.org> or to the Renais­
sance office and I'll pass it on to our 
award winning director, TNri Randall. 
But now, back to those foreigners 

Japan Gets a Clue 
They're cool about Kabuki but a 

little slow on transscxunlity. Japan has 

finally started to get the fact th,1t trans­
sexuality mny h<' treated by gcnd<>r rr­
assignment surgery. Like duh! Tlw 
Sait:una Me<lic:il College outside To­
kyo is the first Jnpnnese med college to 
admit that they should provide the 
treatment. Japanese citi;,.ens who want 
rC'nssignmcnt have had to go out of the 
country to get it since Japanese bws 
forbid the proced ure. The Japanese TS 
has had to go to South Korea or Tai­
wan to obtain the treatment they n<'NI 

Currently the college feels it mmt 
create. "an C'nvironment for \\~de-rang­
ing debatl'" on :\II the issues involv<'d 
with CRS and they plan to start cloing 
th<' Opt'rations sometime• in thC' fut11r1•. 
Can you say Stm1dortfs of Core? Som<'­
hody givc- tllC'm thr 8t'njnmin Founda­
tions pho1w number. E\C•n bcttC'T. tc-11 
them to erank up their web hrowsNs 
and check out Doctor Annc Vitalc's 
website d1ttp://www.:ivit:1IC'.COlll>. She 
has th<' S1,111d11rds there for one and all 
to penise. (Lot's of other good info. 
too.) \\'hilc the Japanes<' wcrc· bus} 
making great strides in miniat11ri1.ation 
we alrrMly had begun drvdoping tliat 
"wide ranging debate" .ind it's still 
evolving today. 

No More Heading 
T hc gold mcdal winnNs in m<-n's 

vollc-yball from Thailand ar<' not going 
to bc> heading the ball in nny interna­
tional competition. The reason th<' 
boys won't be playing? Th<-y like to 
dress lik<' girls. Most of the tC>am ad­
mits" ... we want to bf' beautiful. lo 
wear makeup. Ion~ hnir." I can rrlall' 

ro11ti,111cd 011 J)age 6 

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 • Tue. - Wed. • Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30 

215-788-2857 
SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 
and Hard to Fit Sizes 

Private Fitting If Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon 

308 Mill Street 
Bristol, PA 19007 
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Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 



Gender Defencers 
The ti tle of this article is borrowed 

from Kate Bornstein who coined it as a 
term describing people who renr, hatc-, 
pathologize and discriminate against 
those TC individuals after whom Born­
stein titled her book, Gender Outlnw. 

What is it with tht'se folks? Why are 
they ''sickened," •·threatened," 
uscared," and "resentful" of transgen­
der behaviors? Why are they 
"transphobic?" 

For a change, let's analy-/.e those 
who target others as necdi11g therapy. 
religion, or a good beating. 

Several explanations prC'sent them­
selves. Bornstein sees the other side of 
revulsion as desire. An upheaval, a mnl 
de mer of desirt- will C'xpress itself in 
nausea. And what is more disorienting 
than a straight male feeling desire (or 
admiration, or even appreciation) for a 

heautiful woman who reveals herself to 
be a biological male? Think of the 
g11estions he must face about his sexual 
oriC'ntation and consequently his highly 
valued place in tht- dominant culture. 
It could make anyone sick! 

A catch-22 created by gender dc>­
f<'nders is the claim that transgenderNl 
people are deceptive by not being up 
front about their gender ambiguity. 
But those who are out of the shadows 
arc> then vulnemble to attacks upon 
person. reputation and status. In bal­
ance. it seems that secrecy is always 
more damaging to the keeper of the 
secret than to the deceived. 

Another button that gets pushed in 
the gender defender occurs upon real­
ization that tmnsgcndered people of­
ten ref use to adhere to the dictum that 
sex is for procreation. A transgender 
woman cannot be impregnated and an 
transgender man cannot inseminate. 
\ \'hat, have sex just for fun? 
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Lastly, transgcndered people repre­
sent an underpowered community, 
vulnerable to the slings and arrows of 
others who are disadvantaged men­
tally, int<'ilecttdly, neademically, so­
cially, politically and in any wny you 
cnn thiQk of. Inst<.'nd of banding to­
gether for strength, disempowered 
groups, including the TC community, 
splinter in the hopes that their sub­
group will escatx' soci<.'ty's bottom 
rung. Post-ops ignore their pre-op Md 
non-op brothers and sisters; passers 
bypass thos<.' who cannot pnss; the fi­
n:mcinlly secure provide too little help 
to their indigent siblings. 

This is a fortil<' lteld for exploitation 
and humiliation. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 fines for 3 months. 

FOR SALE: Assortetd dresses and two pteee outli1s in 
Plus Siles. Shoes, womens size 12W. Contact Randi 
Schwarz at 609-983-8294. Leave a message. 
Apartment for rent. Private home in COllllJ'y setting. 
Cre<it and personal references required. ONner is Ren. 
member.~ 610-287-5989 

Ne,vsBeat .. , 
to that. What g<'tS my p1mti<'S in a 
bunch is how th<' country, which is 
v<.>ry acc<.>pting of crossdrcssing in gen­
eral, decided to adopt a lrnrd linr on 
the tC':1111's glamour nspirations nnd not 
send them to intemational matches 
just cause they were worried about 
their reputation. 1 gu<'ss «rt'al" Thai 
men don't wear dresses. It's not as if 
the team would have been playing in 
gowns by Dior, although that would 
make for a more interesting match, but 
apparently they're feminine enough to 
still cause tl1c pawers that be to hav<.> n 
problem. T hey're also feminine 
enough to win gold medals playing 
men's volleyball. I don't think they're 
sissiC's and I h:ive one word for the 
Timi government that sums up how 
well people can accept crossdressing i11 
sports if the CDs are winnC'rS: 
Dennis Rodman. 

And now fair readers, I must bicl 
you adieu. The demands of mnintain­
ing my manicure rnak<' it necessary for 
me to hav<' some cuticle work 
clone. See yn next month. 

GlarooorpholosforCDsb-jaCD.Mak~he~available. 
eaa 610-701-7613 for info. Ask for Don. 
Furniture, appliances, household goods, records, 
antiques, toy trains and other goo<fies txiught & sold. 
Beth Marshal 610.259-4945. 
Mi casa es su casa. Need a place to change before the 
RenaissanceGPCmeeting?Thepenectlocaoonawait 
you just off ex~ 33 Rt. 76. Cao CDT ies 215-878-3383. 

~ ~ 6-i Resources 6l ~ t1-\ 
Bacl<.g .. ound Papel"s 

Back~round Papen. are S L.25 e.lc:h: 
I. Myths & Misto11c:epti<>11, Ahout 

Cms~<lre~sln~ 
2. Re,1.,ons for Male to Female Cros~­

tlrt·ssin~ 
3. PARTNERS: Spouse\ & 

Si~nifacant Other.. 
4. The MatterofChiklren 
5. Annotated Bihliogrnphy 
6. Telling the Children: A Tmns~e>.ual\ 

Point of View 
7. Understanding Transsc~ualbm 
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Significant Otl1cr Snppm·t 

To network with other partners of tmns­
gcndered people contact Evelyn Kirkland 
987 Old Eagle School Rd., Suite 719. 
Wayne, PA 19087. 

Pen P.,I Pn,gnnn 

lf you would like to correspond with 
other people around the country, con­
tact PenPals, attention Georgia Hil­
bert, PO Box 10723, Midwest City. OK 
73140-1723 or email to: 

<75474.l025@compuserve.com> 
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GIT Wl.hiD TO ON{ O.J: T~i L.UiGIST 
IH+Oiffi.UTIOH iiSOU.hC.CS ON T.U~ WU. 

Our goal is to provide you with up to the minute news, accurate resource information, and a selection 

of vendor services second to none. Come by and visit often. 

~ 

T ronsgender Forum - the only weekly online lrorngender magazine on lhe Web. fashion, lifestyles, Culture, Art, Photography, News, 
Perosnob, Pidoriob & lots more. look for us at <www.3dcom.com/tgf/content1.html>. 

TGF Resource Center - Your online starting point for event info, foshian links, fun links, ond of course the fabulous TGF Shopping Mall. 
Check out our unparolelled selection of vendors serving your Oothing and Fashion needs. look for us al <www.cdspub.cam/index2.htm1>. 

The Community (enter- Your online source for information about transgender support organizations. If your orgonization would like to be 
on the World Wide Web, contact us at the CC web site <WWW.lronsgender.org/tg/>. 

Broughllo you by 3•0 Communicatiom, Inc., PO Box 80588, Vdley f0<ge, PA 19484 • 610.640.9449 • Fox: 610-648-0257 
Vendors - we have storefronts for rent. Do business worldwide, 24 hrs. a day, 7 days a week. Call for info. 

WE'VE got th£ boohs you want. .. Now. HIT£' s a samplE and thrrE's lots mor£. 
Writ£ or call for our frH catalog shHts. 

NEW ARRIVAL! 
The Man In The Red ► 

Velvet Dress by J. J. Allen 
Al~n gives us on insider's view ol the 

psyche of the lg community. This one's 
sure to muse a stir in SOfne circles. 

216 pages, S22.90 

11~*~111111 ◄ lettin It All Hang Out 
., 

1111111 
Part autobiography and port 

J 1 !,,,.~ How-To Manual. 
, 228 pages, $21.00 

,.., I 

• • 

NEW ARRIVAL! 
Feminizing Hormonal► 

Therapy by S. Kirk, M.D. 
Complelely revised and rewritten. Hot 

o new edition, but o new book. 
84 pages, S16.SO 

FEMINIZING; 
HORMONAL! 

~1 -
◄ Gender Outlaw 

Bornstein celebroles die power of 
claiming an identity without getting 
mired in identity polittcs. 
253 pages, S 13.00 

Your Information Sourn For Th£ N£xt Millmnium! 
(OS • PO Dox 61261 • Uing o~ Prussia, PA • 19406 

Voic£: 610·640-9449 • fax: 610-648·0257 • Email: inlo@cdspub.com 
Visit our storE on th( WWW <http://www.cdspub.com/> 
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By now, everyone has read the 
amazing - if not quite substantiated 
- finding of fossilized microbes in 
Martian rock samples. But there was 
another unsubstantiated ftnding about 
the extraterrestrial microbes. 

While the scientists found no evi­
dence that the female Martian micro­
organisms were engaged in the 
universe's oldest profession, there was 
evidence that the male organisms 
dabbled in the universe's oldest hobby. 
Yep, the scientists theorize that the 
male microbe was a crossdresser, 
based on the fossilized remains of a 
tiny pair of high heels and and a well­
worn teddy found nC'ar the petrified 
micro-organism. And as scientists ure 
wont to do in cases like this, they fur­
ther extrapolated that the micro-queen 
was a contestant in a Miss Cay Mars 
pageant cul short by whatever cataclys­
mic event wiped out life on the planet. 

Well, here is some more evidence 
of crossdressing activity, albeit a bit 
closer to home. And you won't need an 
electron microscope to see it for your­
self, namely trus month's Vis a Vis ... 

Writer's Block (llead) 
The May/June issue of the Twe11ty 

Club New~letter (published by the 
Gender Identity Clinic of ew En­
gland in Manchester, Connecticut), 
carried a front page article called Writ­
ing Rules by Jacob Hale. The subtitle 
of the article is Suggested Rule.s for 
No11-Tm11ssexuals Writing About 
Trnnssexunls, Trm1ssex11ality or Trans­
sexualism. There follows a list of fif­
teen, sometimes lengthy and very in­
volved, rules that sound nothing like 
"suggestions· for anyone writing about 
TS topics. ln fact, the "Rules" are as 
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much like "suggestions" as a lynch 
mob's "suggestion" that its prey con­
fess to the crime for which they arc 
about to be hung. 

The first rule for writers bound to 
take their first misstep with Mr. I Inlc 
is: "Approach your topic \\~th a sense 
of humility: you arc not the experts on 
TS [issues]; transsexuals arc." Ruic 12 
is similarly threatening: "Ask yourself if 
yot1 can travel in our trans worlds. If 
not, you probably don't get what we're 
talking about. Remember that we live 
most of our lives in non-trans worlds. 
so we probably do get what you're talk­
ing about. .. That strikes a nice balance 
between condescension and dt'rision 
even before the third party sets pen to 
paper, don't you think? 

The rest of tlic rnles, er, I mean, 
"suggested rules" are equally arrogant. 
ln the case of Rule 10, it is almost 
counter-productive. "Be aware that if 
you judge us with reference to your 
political agenda taken as the measure 
or standard, especially without even 
asking if your agenda might connict 
with ours and might not automatically 
take precedence over ours. that it's 
equally legitimate for us to use our po­
litical agenda as mC'asure by which to 
judge you and your work." \ \ 'ell, if you 
warn somebody that their lack of un­
derstanding \\~II be met with your own 
lack of understanding ... what have you 
gained? And then why should the 
other party pay any attention to your 
"rules"? The twelve other "rules" (even 
God only handed down te,1 command­
ments) are filled with references to 
other writers, and the new transsexual 
politics, and a good deal of academic 
mumbo-jumbo that left me scratching 
my head. The bottom line was that 
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only transsexuals tll('rnsclves. and more' 
p.irti<.'ularl), onl) trausscxuals or thosP 
scle('t f~, non-tranSSC'\Uals who an· in 
trnw ,, ith the- vi<wpoints of ~Ir. l lal<· 
and his tohorts can possibly writ<' 1n­

telligcntly on th<' s11bj('(:t of transs<•xu­
alism. Anyone else ·s vi<'\\1l0int is th<·n·­
fon· invalid. \\'C'll, tlio~<' an· the ruk•s. 
SW<'C'I hca rt. 

This is an age old nrgum<'nt and tlw 
one that is often lcviC'd at journalists or 
academics who writ<' or stud)' in areas 
in which they do not have direct 
hands-on experience. Can a sports­
writer cover professional football with­
out ever having played the game on 
that level? Can a theater critic make a 
valid point having never trod the 
boards in front of an audience? Ctm a 
social scientist understand public 
policy without ever having held public 
office? Of course. The validity of re­
search and criticism is that it is objec­
tive, not tarnished by subjective rea­
soning or personal agendas. Mr. Hale 
seems to be calling for the exact oppo­
site of this type of study. It is a form of 
intellectual fascism that should be re­
jected out of hand. J'm surprised that 
the Twenty Club, which l always 
thought to be a forward thinking orga­
nization, would go clown this road. 

And J think I just broke rules num­
ber 4 through 13. 

Fear of Flying 
Lemm . wrote a piece for the 

Emerald City News. published by th<' 
group of th<' same name in Seattle, 
Washington. [twas titled, A Trip lo 
Los A11grles or ... Some Do's and D011'ts 

ofTmvel. 
Leann and her CG friend, identi­

fied only as "S" in the article. decid<'d 
to fly d~wn to Los Angeles, with Leann 
crossclressed for the llight. Leann 
made the airline reservations for her­
self (i.e. in Leann's name) and for "S", 
who is a professional writer, in her 
"pen name" and paid with a credit cnrd 
issued in Leann's male name. 

\\'hen they arrived at the Senttlc 
airport for check-in, there was a prob­
lem. Airline security required passen­
gers to show photo-ID proof for any­
one holding tickets and boarding the 
plane. Ironically, Leann - the cross-



cir s r - had photo ID proof of her­
self crossdress d but .. ", the C ,, Oy­
ing und r h r p n name, did not have 
ID uncl r that nom <l plum . 

o th airlin p ople wouldn't I 
h r board. ncl sine th tickets w r 
issu cl under a "companion-for " 
sch m , Leann's tick ting was now in 
j opardy. Th wrangling took so long 
that they miss cl th origina.l flight and 
had to purchns new tickets all to-
g ther. Ev n getting a credit towards 
another night was a hassl b caus th 
er dits wcr only good for th original 
purchas r , two p ople who I gaily did 
not xist! 

J know you can get a h aclach just 
thinking about all th r cl tape, pseud­
onyms, and airlin bureaucracy run 
amok. But it's all for our own sai ty. 

Ther ar a lot of common fantasies 
among cros cir ss rs. ( In addition to 
those other common fontasi s, I 
mean). On of them is Oying in clra ,. 
I'm not quit sure what the attraction 
might be to sit in an uncomfortable 
chair for a few hours and cat beer nuts 
while the kid in front of you star sat 
your wig the entir night but, still, th 
fantas abounds in our community. o 
if you·r thinking of taking "a cuckoo 
n ing hon moon" (as inatra once 
sang), ou b tter check on this new 
photo ID angl . lmagin having that 
bit of unpleusautness at the ch ck-in 
count r. then s hlcpping our bag 
and spare wig cases hack home agnin. 
Flying i cla11gero11s Pno11gl1 alrC'ud~. t 
l<>ast lt>t your <'If get airborne before' 
you're shot down. 

P ti An ybody C l T he Answer 
Fo r umber Six? 

Barbara Chamb rs pr sc-ntt>cl a T ' 
quiz in the July/ ugu ti su• oftlic 
MFGE Ncw. ll'ttcr from linncapolis. 

I innesota. Barbara admits that tlw 
test is biasc-d because she designed it 
an<l scored a p rfi ct 20. Thc- test is de-
ign cl so that • ·cs· nn wer indicate a 

high TS quotient. LC'fs ll) a fc-w of 
th sc qu tion , what sa '? o v ry­
body g t their blue books out, put all 
·tucly aids under rour desks, and 
please use only a number two pencil.. . 

I. Did you begin cm.mire . in(!. u:cll 
before pttbcrty? c:luall , I start<•d 
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crossdressing at ti, act moment of 
puberty- and I ruin d a p rfi ctly 
good pair of crush cl velvet hotpants 
that cla . 

2. Did you Ji11rl in your f11"$l cross­
dre sing experiences thnt th re wa.~ 
nothing erotic nbo11t wearing girl's 
clothes? Yes. Th r was nothing erotic 
at all about ruining my lov ly crushed 
velvet hotpants. l scrubb d and 
crubbed and scrubb d but they were 

a lost caus and it wasn't a tum-on. 
3. llnoe yo11 nlwnys felt e1tremely 

1rncomfortoble exposing your body in 
men's locker room.~? Y s. I ah ays felt 
it was rude to mak th other boys 
s m o inad quate compar d to my 
immense ndowmcnt. 

4. Does bei11g addressed as "sir" or 
"mister" send n shock through you, 
even when dre sed ns o mole? Yes. 

rowing up in Philadelphia, b ing ad­
clre d in any wa oth r than "YO!" 
has nlwuy b n disconc rting. 

5. //{Ive most of yo11rloocrs noticed 
o feminine .side to you in bed. cve11 
wlwn I rying to be as mosc11linc ns pos­
.~ible? Yes, but I always thought it had 
something to do with the gart rs, 
stockings, and high heels I insist on 
w nring during romantic int rludes. 

6. Do failures to poss in public just 
mnke you more detem1ined to correct 
tlie deflciencic.~ in your image? Y . 

o nch tim out, J wenr hortcr and 
hort r skirts and higher and higher 

heels. omecla • l'II g<>t it right. 
7. llove you always fwd .~omc m,e1·­

~io11 lo 11ri1wli11g ,d,ile str111di11g up? 
Yes. Particularly after that "incident" at 
the Vince Lombardi rest stop oft ht' 1 J 
T11mpikc· a f<,w •Pars ago. 

8. llt11)(' you al,cays fwd cliffkulty or 
felt bl/d about using strongly obusi e 
or obscene language? ,~_ckin' ! 

9. Are you terribly unable to ncce11t 
the possibility of male pntteni bald­
ness? Y<> . And it gets mor terrifying 
with each passing yc•ar. 

I 0. Do you ofte11 prefer indirect 
stim11lnlio11 during a11toerotic activity? 
Ye . but ifs just not as much fun 
spanking my elf with a ping-pong 
pnclcllc- while wearing Int x panties. 

\\'ell, heck, I didn't do too b,1cl after 
all. nd it's a h<>lluva lot b ttC'r than 
the" ,c-ntl<>m n's .. I usuall score. 
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Mirror, MiITor 

O/J/lCCI ion is II 

n w I tter for wiv s and partn rs of 
cro sdr ss rs publish cl by Tri-Ess in 
Richmond, alifomia. Th Spring '96 
issue includ d a column called 
O,rnnlce's Bag that dealt with s If-es­
teem issues and I found on comment 
particularly insightful for its simplicity. 

Onnalee writes, "Crossdr ssing as 
an art-form se ms to b an id a that 
many of you find int r sting, if not fos­
ci nating. A few of you hav uggcst d 
that it b ats trying to 'pass.' • Pass' as 
what? indy Crawford, ophia Lor n 
or Laur n Bacal l?" Onnal acknowl­
edg s that many crossdressers have 
, ritten about the insurmountabl 
physical obstacl s that prev nt passing 
for many of us. "Th art-form lies in 
making th be t of what you have. uc­
c ss in 'passing' al o d pends on the 
image or vision of quintess ntinl femi­
ninity you hold. ivcn the heavy media 
covcrag of super-models and eel bri­
ties, th goal can appear n nrly unat­
tainabl . Hell, given that, I haven't 
even 'passed' many times." And that is 
the wife of a crossclr sser speaking. 

The point is that if we seek to create 
our el es in an imag of femininity 
that we admir , ours lf-conficlenc is 
affected b the clegrt>c to which we 
measure up to our o, n ideal. That is 
wh "p< sing" is such a subjcctiv<• tate 
of mind. How man time hm•<> ·ou 
ht'ard someone sa)' the)' "pas eel" when 
it S('ClllS obviou. they couldn't pass at 
all? Th<> answer is that their st lf-imag<' 
<>quat<'d close nough to th •ir id<•al 
that tht>y beli vcd it and it has nothing 
to do with an obj ctivcl 11wa urablc 
standard of "p:1ssability." 

"Pas ing," th r<>fore, is not so much 
in th e e of th b holder as it is in the 
h ad of the beholdee. If we look in th 
mirror and see what we want to see 
{ incly. ophia, or Lauren, for t>x­
nmple), then we have conq11<>red our 
self-doubt. On the contrary, if w<• foll 
hort of our mind' e ideal. we fol'I 

inadequate omchow. nd in the im­
age-conscious m dia culture WC' Ii e in. 
that is exactly how man , rt>al women 

co111i1111cd 011 plt{!.e JO 



VisAVis ... 
fed every day. Given that, feeling "un­
passable" may be the closest we will 
ever be to feeling like real women. 

Cet With Tl,e Prog,-am ... 
0.- Cet Out 

Sarah Wade Smith wrote a very in­
teresting article in Ch"Jsalis maga:,Jne, 
published by AECIS in Decatur, 
Georgia. It was titled, A Cup of Bitter 
Yaupon, referring to a native American 
purification drink. 

Sarah was formerly a member of 
the TSC transsexual support group in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She would 
still be a member of that organization 
had the leadership not decided to toss 
her out of the group. The reason for 
her expulsion was thnl she "may not be 
nt the appropriate level in ... tr:msition 
to fit TSC's mission criterin." 

Sarah writes that the group has 
adopted the position that anyone not 
moving fast enough toward complete 
transition is hindering the progress of 
the other members and hence no 
longer welcome in the group. T he ex­
pulsion is for a minimum of three 
months, after which the bonrd will re­
evaluate Sarah's and the other expelled 
members· commitment to transition. 
Among the criteria under consider­
ation in the evaluation will be "stable 
housing; a job or volunteer position in 
your new gender; and hormone ap­
proval, etc ... 

The stridency of this way of think­
ing was also evidenced first-hand when 
one of Sarah's TSG friends informed 
h<>r th:it shP was no longer welcome as 
a friend beca11se she considered her 
not a transsexual. but a transvestite. 
Ironically, Sarnh tells us. this same per­
son was also later thrown out of TSC 
for lack of "stable housing." 

Sarah's "crime .. against transsexual­
ity was that she needed to acquir<' 
medical insurance for her then-wife, 
who had a heart condition. and had 
taken a job that involved "cutting my 
hair. To my friend, the retreat from 
femininity.was unforgivable.·• Appar­
ently. caring for a loved one \\'as also 
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unforgivable for her TS "support" 
group. So they thr<'w hl'r out until sl1«' 
could get lier act log<'tl1c,-r i.e., st.1rtC'cl 
caring only about hC'rsclf :md th<> all­
important march to transition. 

As .m outsider nnd lowly transves­
tite, I can understand that transsexuals 
have special support needs an<l may be 
justified in keeping a certain "integ­
rity" within their organizations. But 
Sarah's intelligent and level-headed 
reasoning (even in the face of the out­
rageous and hurtful reasoning used 
against her), makes it seem obvious 
that she is not some crazy, mixed-up 
kid. In tl1e opening item of this col­
umn, I referred to "intellectual fas. 
cism" practiced by some transsexuals 
and I think that Sarah is a victim of just 
that type of wrong-headedness. 

It may be small consolation to Sa­
rah, but she may linve found out the 
hnrd wny she doesn't need those kind 
of people for "support." No one docs. 

And In Addition To That .. . 
The Crace nnd Lnce LettRr is a sin­

gular publication for Christian trans­
genderists published by Lee Frances 
Heller in Jackson, ~'lississippi. 

The Cr-nee and u,ce was started in 
1990 as a free publication, underwrit­
ten by Lee Fmnces (who was and is a 
retiree on Social Security) and volun­
tary contributions from its readership. 
In a March . 1996 letter to readers. r ,PP 
Frances regretfully informed everyone 
that she would have to begin charging 
for subscriptions to make up for a 
drop-off in contributions. The charge 
will be $6.00 per year for four quar­
terly issues. A pittance, really. 

If you would like to receive the C & 
L Letier. or just muke a c.-ontribution 
towards its continued publication. the 
address is: Grace & uice Letter. P. 0. 
Box 31253. Jackson MS 39286-1253. 

I would also like lo thank Dallas 
Denny for drawing on one of my past 
columns (the membership sur\'ey of 
Alpha Zeta Sorority and tlieir ama-;dng 
"but we're not transsexual'' transforma­
tion practices) in her critical essay 
1 lrtcroµocrisy in ClinJsalis Alaga:i11e. 

Likewise, it was heartening to read 
some nice comments about me per­
sonally and my rarlicr column item 
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about Phaedm Kelly in thC' Tennc•ssN• 
V:ils nc-wsletter in presid<'ut Marissa 
Hichmond's column, Tl,e Queen·.~ 
Throne. Thank you for your southern 
hospitnlity, Marissa. 

And a final billet-<loux to a new­
comer to the trnnsveslitc nc-wslettc·r 
circuit, Donnh - • who writes a 
smnrt little column for the E111emld 
City News from Seattle. She writes in a 
breezy, humorous style ... a.nd cuts 
quite a figure in front of the cameras 
too. T'll be keeping an eye out for 
more, more, more Donah in future is­
sues. And I know, I know, you've had 
enough. enough. enough Vis a Vfa f.\... 
to last you a month. ~ 

GPC Report 
by Jessica Brandon 
The Greater Philly chnpter had a 

decPnt turnout, thanks in part to un­
usually comfortable tempemtures 
for this time of year, although it 
sPerned more people spent the meet­
ing outside the building than in it! 

The program for the evening was a 

viewing of the highly acclaimed docu­
mentary, Paris Is Burning, which was 
well attended and followed by a rap 
session headed by Renaissance r a­

tional Librarian, Lee Etscovit·.1.. 
Future meetings will feature a cos­

tume party in October for any mem­
bers who might not be able to attend 
the annual Henri David Halloween 
bash, followed by chapter officer elrc­
tions in 1ovember. At present. I am 
seriously contemplating running for a 
second term as chapter leader. 

As for the Renaissance Christmas 
Party. everything is being put togetlwr 
for the event which will be held at the 
Ship Inn in Exton on Drcember 23rd. 
l hope to hav<' the menu for the event 
in time for next month's meeting. 
Also. I talked to Terri - · and she 
wants to have her band perform at the 
bash. Details to follow. 

Plans are in the works to have 
rnembers of thr local Cay and Les-
bian Task Force will drop hy in Sep­
tember to discuss thr findings of a 
su rvey on violence against the gny/les­
bian/trnnsgcnclerrd community. A 
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"If !JOII rnn'I f!.O over, IJOII llln~I (!.O 

1111der." - Je\\'ish Proverb 

l SN' n "sihtation" shaping up as our com­
munity attempts to find its political cen­
ter. One the one side is a coalition of 
national organi1.ations working togc-thc-r 
and on the other is a loose-knit collec­
tion of activists that work on their own, 
each sidE' vying for the hearts, minds and 
purses of the com111u11ity. In most en­
deavors. I believe com1x~titio11 is healthy. 
It keeps one from becoming compla­
cc•nt. In this case, however. I believe 
competition (percC'ivcd or r<'al) betwe<.'n 
thrse two camps will cause damage in 
the community. Egos and super-egos are 
involv<'d. This prrson won't work with 
that person. That's so childish and sdf­
cc•ntC'r<'d. Our political E'ITorts n<'ed to be 
drwlopNI and coordin,\tcd through our 
orgnni,:ations which arc our greatest 
strength right now. Forget about the in­
di\iduals involved. l ft he r<'presentativc 
of organi1~1tion X should die tomorrow, 
"~II that stop X from participating in the 
political representation process? No, I 
don't think so. Ben Franklin said il well, 
.. lf "e don't all hang tog<.'thcr, we shall 
all hang separately:· Our ability to par­
ticipate in the political process as a peer 
group depends on our ability to put aside 
egos and develop a clear vision of com-
11111 ni ty. Those who nerd thrir <'gos 
boosted at the <'xpcnse of community 
will nnd themselves alone. 

Movement in the right direction 
(IM II 0) seems to IX' <:oming from Gen­
der PAC. There is discussion afoot to 
make this informal committ<'e into a IC'­
gitimate educational organi1.ation. More 
on this at n later date. Meanwhile, please 
keep sending your t,1.x-dcductible contri­
butions to CcndcrPAC, c/o PO Box 229, 
Waltham, ~IA 0215-L ----I felt so sorry for former I FC E Execu-
tive Director a11d founclN, Uerissn 
Sherrill Lynn. She wrote an OpEd 
piect> for Trnmgc,uler Tapesfn.J #75 
titled "What's\ \'rong \\'ith this Picture." 
Lynn clearly demonstrated in the piece 
why she is no longC'r one of this 
community's leaders. According to 
Lynn, ·· 1 come from a place orlovc and 
respect ... the March was the antithesis 
of what I was about." The "March" as 
Lynn calls it was the First National Gen­
der Lobby Day last October. Lynn says 
that those of us who were in Washing­
ton to lobby Congress had no idea what 
we were doing th<'rc or who we repre­
sented. Well, 1 certainly can't speak for 
others, but l was there representing 
myself as a transgendcred person mak­
ing my voice heard. But, more impor­
tantly 100 t-people showing up in one 
place to reprE'sent themselves and speak 
out brought us together for a common 
purpose, and, for at least two days. we 
had a common identity. That had never 
happened in this community before. 

You don't have to wait for CenderPAC 
or any other organization in order to 
make your voice heard. \\'rile a letter to 
your Representatives and Senators. Ac­
cording to Washington insiders who 
J..-now, one well-written letter is assumed 
to represent the views of about 500 
people because only about 1 in 500 take 
the time to write. So, if a given issue gen­
erates a lot or mail, it will be considered 
important. Herc are some guidelines for 
writing ... Tell your policymaker you are 
a registered voter in their district ... Keep 
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your letter brief and to one pn~e if pos­
sible ... Address only one issue ... I lancl­
writc your letter unless yo11 have an 
unrC'acbble scrawl. Otl1c-rwisc. type ii 
,mcl handwrite a PS under your signa­
ture ... Write from your heart. The bc·st 
letters describe how an issue alTects you 
p<.'rsonally... eccl to know what the is­
sue's are? llere are a few places on the 
\\'cb to find out: Z0/20 Vision dtttp:// 
www.2020vision.org>; The National 
Political Index < http://ww,,. 
politicalindex.com>; GenderPAC Re­
ports <http://www.gpac.org/>. ----The Defense of Marriage Aet 
(DOM A) may seem like an issue that has 
little Lo do with transgendered people. 
but think again. If DOMA passes as writ­
ten, it could cause countless problems 
for lots of people who ore legally mar­
ried. First, there are the post-op trans­
sexuals. both FtM and MtF who are now 
legally married. DOMA would effec­
tin•ly undo their unions. Second, there 
arc millions of apparently heterosexual 
married people who are intersexed, i.e., 
neither 100 percent male nor I 00 per­
cent female according to Wm . O. 
Beeman, an associate professor of an­
thropology at Brown Unive rsity. 
OOMA does them in as well. Sure, the 
CLB community is against DOMA. but 
maybe we ought to bf' as well. Some 
tr:msgender activists, GPAC included, 
an· trying Lo get some amendments 
tacked onto DO~IA that will protect 
these present marriages. There's also a 
few firebrands who can't wait for Clinton 
to sign the bill so they can start n lawsuit. ----Transgender continues to be popular 
with the ll ollywood crowd. Dennis 
Rodman, the crossdressing roundball 
superstar. will make a guest appearance 
on 3rd Rock from tl,e Sun Sept. 23rd. 
3rd Rock featu res a transgenderecl char­
acter of sorts. Kristen Johnston plu)'S a 
male alien who must inhabit n female 
human body. On top of nil that, 3rd Rock 
is onr of the funniest shows on tht' tube. 



HOT•BUZZ 
Kun Russell has been known to do it up 
i11 drag for a film (Tarigo and Cash), hut 
in his latest outing. facapr From L.t\., 
Russc-lJ teams up with 6 foot tall ac:trcss 
Pam Grier who plays a post-op trans­
S<'xual. \Vith a little llollywood techni­
cal magic, the sound studio drops Crier's 
voict> :111 octa,e or two making her sotmd 
both masculine nncl feminine. ----The fashion industry is "all in a heap," 
ns one of my f ricnds is wont to say. Ac­
cording to several articles appenring in 
the Ne,v York Times. several fashion 
"standards" have taken big hits on f ash­
ion trends that were big misses. Anne 
Klein, Donna Karan, and Escada an' 
just a few of the re-cognizable names that 
are in the dumps. The reason? Womc-n 
don't want fussy clothes anymore. The 
look and fit is casual. Khakis are the uni­
form of the moment and they're much 
less costly. even with a Liz Claiborne 
tag, than so-called "high fashion" looks. 
The result? Stock prices reOect what's 
going on. Donna Karan stock opened at 
281/1, slid down to the low 20s and still 
hasn't recovered. Meanwhile CAP stock 
soared from $16 to over $32 in the last 
year and a half. Believe it or not, one of 
the best places to find affordable. good 
looking clothes these days is Sears. 
While you're there, check out their new 
cosmetics department. 

As a result, fashion for Fall '96 seems to 
be much more sensible than ever. Here 
are the hot trends ... The color of the sea­
son is deep purple ... Th<' fabric of 
choice is anything thnt's knitted. It trav­
els well and resists wrinkles ... The purse 
for fashion mavens is big. Little bags nre 
"out". .. The overall look is one long and 
lean line of moooebromntic color. ----At least they didn't use "cyber .. in the 
name ... Revlon is introducing a new cos­
metic collection for F'all called Virtual 
Violet. The "look" they say is Sheer to 
Shocking. Many fashion maga,dnes are 
carrying a Re,..lon RePort insert that 
shows the colors and how to apply them. 
The new color 1 like best is Violet X-
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treme. It comes in lipstick. nail polish 
and eyeshadow. ot wanting to bC' left 
behind. Ptfaybelline is offrring its own 
brand of deep violC't cosmetics called 
Rogue Vogue. Also look for 
Maybellinc's Cold Lights atural Ac­
cents. It will add shimmeT) highlights to 
rour face or even your hair. ----The word is silicone and it's appearing 
everywhcrC'. Silicone based cosmetics 
are the hottest nnd greatest advance 
since sliced bread. Following the lead 
of ~lax Factor Lasting Performance 
and Revlon Colorstay. Almay intro­
duces Amazing Lasting Malieup. ----Among the new colors for fall, you'll 
find some scary ideas like Bnby Blue and 
Gold lipstick. Fear not. These arf' not 
opaqu<' colors; they're sherr stains that 
give your lips a nice but different look. 
lf )Ou·re too conseivative to risk a trt>ndy 
mouth, take a look at some of the more 
bold colors of nail polish being offered. 
Among them are Estee Lauder 

aughty, Cutex Gilded Burgundy, She 
Umura 069 (which is almost glossy 
black) and Hard Candy I laze. ----For those of us who a.re large, fear not. 
You too can be fashionable. Stop by a 
Lnne Bryant shop nncl you'll find afford­
able and fashionable clothing in sizes 
from 14 to 28. One example, a leather 
skirt, is just $69. Which reminds me, Fall 
is always the time for suede and leather 
clothing and accessories. ----Keep an eye out for Cindy Crawford's 
latest effort Cindy Crmoford's Basic 
Face. a makeup workbook that covers 
everything from skincare to application 
tips. Ifs published by Broadway Books 
and c.'Osts about $2.5. 

Every so often, especially for the part­
time women out there, l have to remind 
you to dump your cosmetics. Nothing 
lasts forever (well almost nothing). So: 
lipstick - toss after 2 to 3 years ... mas­
cam - toss after 3 months ... pencils - toss 
after a year ... powders- the exception to 
the rule ... cream or liquids - l year. 

Vall fashion for less than $100: Purple 
lace top by XOXO - $28 ... Black satin 
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shoc-s by Ann Marino - $62 ... Purple 
velvet pants by Joe's - $68 ... Khaki 
plc•athcr skirt by Trina Turk - $8b .. 
Shimmery colored tights by CK Calvin 
Klein - $13 ... Jean jacket in "waxC'd .. 
le-at her by Gap - $68 ... Striped swcater 
by Cap- $38 ... Schoolgirl plaid pll"ntc-d 
skirt by Betsey Johnson -$85 ... 11 igh­
hecl loafers - $65 ... Army-green wool 
skirt by 13anana Republic - $78 ... 
Purple velvet pants by Rampage - $58. ----Did you get the idea? Purple is the color 
for Fall. But, if purple seems too ex­
treme for you, try deep blue in n fabric 
with some shine, like satin or velvC't or 
cashmere. or a matte surface like wool 
crepe (my fave). Try it. even if )'OU only 
add a hint like tights or gloves. ----Tricks and tips for the pros - Kevin 
Aucoin ... curl lashes ... apply cream blush 
with fingers not onl}' to cheeks, but to 
bridge of nose ru1d temples. Dick Page ... 
make your own "creamy" eyeshadow by 
mixing powder shadow with a little 
Vaseline ... finger-npply lipstick instead of 
blusher to checks. Mary Greenwell ... 
apply eyeshadow powders with a quar­
ter-inch rounded brush. Frao\:ois 
Nars ... always use loose powder ... iriclt"s­
cent dnrk green eyeshadow is great for 
evening, especially blended with gold 
powdt"r ... instead of a pencil, brush on 
dark green shadow to line eyes. And the 
latest "trick" is for Caucasian women to 
use dark blush intended for African and 
Latina women. ----1 never quite understood it; some guys 
love to wear lingerie under their mascu­
line clothes. I remember talking to on<" 
guy who went to work like this everyday. 
or C.'OUTSe, part of the thrill, I suppose. 
is the risk in getting caught. I mean it's 
hard to hide a bra strap under some c:ir­
cumstances. At least it wns until now. 
.Bestfonn has introduced the Invisibra. 
It's meant to be- worn under clingy knits 
m1d tees with no scams sho\,ing through. 

So, those are my opinions, but, hey, what 
do 1 know? I think we cn.n work toward 
unity, not uniformity. Comments? \ Vrite 
care of this publication or email them to 
- @cdspub.com>. 
<O 1996 by Creative Design Seroices. 
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Multiple Choice 
By anessa & Linda Kaye. Tlii 

article may be of some help to 
married cro. sclressers l,u t it will be of 
more assistance fo your marria 0 e if 
your spouse read.~ it and you both 
discus. it. 

Th r nr s v rnl m thods oft st­
ing used in schools, seminars and the 
like. • or example, there arc Troe/Fal~e 
tests, Fill-ln-The-Blnnk tests, Essay 
te t and Jultiple Choice tests. Our fa­
vorite hns always been the Multiple 
Choice test. W say this because, cv n 
if on does not know th answ rim­
mediat ly, with a bit of r asonfog, you 
stand a very good chance of s IPcting 
th correct response. 

G n rally. the multiple choic has 
four respons s: Two of these tend to 
b so for r moved from th r ality of 
the qu stion , lo b ah urcl. These 
two options can usually b liminat cl 
immcdintely. Then, w ar faced with 
the two remaining responses which 
both "appc-ar" to b good answers; et 
there arc subtle differences which re­
sult in only one of them being the cor­
r ct nn wer. areful reasoning can 
usuall help to discern which on of 
the two remaining answ rs is the right 
one. 

In our dail lives, seldom arc we 
faced with important d cision that ar 
a clear cut as Tme or False. ry little 
sccms to be black and white nnymor , 
there ar so many shades of gray in b -
tween. Even le s s ldom ar we foe d 
with problems that can b<• answ r cl b 
m rel filling in the blank ,,·ith on 
word. E.ss"y question in Ii~ wouldn't 
work well eithcr. Thcs never seem to 
"g('t to th(' point" and m nnclC'r nd-
lessl whil<' filling up space'. a rf'stilt. 
lifo tends to b mor of a i\/11/liJJle 
Choice lf'Sl than any other t 1w. Each 
dav, almost cverv momC'nl. W<' arc> 
faccd with choic'c . \\ 'hcthcr it is at 
work. al home. or at pla). we con­
stantly liave to mnke dccisions. Tim<' is 
also a factor. Th<' dC'cisions or choice-. 
Wl' 11111st make- rwed to hc 111aclc in or­
cl<'r to procc•ed to som,· otl1<'r stc' p. or 
dl•cision making proc durC'. So it is for 
those within a transgf'nd<'r relation-

ship. 

Let po e a tc t que tiom 
You have ju t discov r d that your 

!tu band (or partn r) has b n s er ti 
crossdr ssing for years. You should: 

. cc pt it immediate! without 
qu stion. 

B. ave now. 
. Demand that he top this dis­

gusting behavior. 
D . Obtain as much information 

about crossclressing as possible and 
discuss it, ith him. 

Okay, now I t's s .... which two an­
swers can we throw out? How about B 
and C? Lea ing now, what would this 
accomplish? You've found out that 
your partner enjoys wearing the cloth­
ing of th opposite gender. Does this 
mean that h is no longer a good p r­
son, provid r, partn r or f ri nd? o. 
Ar n't th r enough qualili s about 
your partner that you still admire and 
r p ct? If you,,. re to I ave immedi­
ate! , you leav questions unanswered 
and give up all that ou have xp ri­
enc cl togeth r. In short, this is not a 
good answer. 

What about demanding that h stop 
doing this? That might work, but fir t, 
ask him to stop breathing for a day or 
two. 1 I can no mor stop b ing trans­
g ncl reel than hc can stop breathing. 
11 is alt mate gend r personality is n 
natural part of him. It, as most lik ly 
there at birth and, ill be there until he 
breathes his la t. Th t nninology "dis­
gu ting,'· has to do with our culturC'. In 
ome culture , tran g nd rism i a t11-

all rcver d. The fact is, our \\ est rn 
soci ty often condemns those, ho arc­
diffi rent from , hat is p rceivcd to be 
the norm. If you will not let others clC'­
cidc what i right or wrong for ou, 
then this i nnothC'r choice you can 
throw out. ln fact , transg ndcrism can 
he-, and is. vkwc-d as n mft by mnn '. 

\\"ear now foc('cl with t\\'0 remain­
ing choices: . cccpt it immediate! 
without question; and D. Obtain as 
11111ch information about cros dre sing 
as po sibl' and discu ·sit with him. 

It would b a rar" woman who 
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could manag answer . Jn fact, w 
don't even r comm ncl this answ r. 
Regardless of what activitie or int r­
ests your partner has, wouldn't ou like 
to know om thing about them and 
shar with him? It is unfair to a k that 
a wifi or partn r simply ''ace pt" with­
out qu stion that their husband njoys 
wearing worn n's clothing. To accept 
this nc, part of your mat without 
question, cou ld also be constni cl as 
compl t disinter st. If this is not what 
you wish to convey, th n w sugg st 
ou also di card this answ r. 

Th choice that r mains appears to 
be the most logical. There is a distinct 
cliff, renc between wanting to learn 
rnor about something new to us be­
for ace pting and simply rejecting 
that which w do not und rstand. 
Th rear numerous re ourccs avail­
able from books and videos to coun e­
lors and upport groups, which cnn and 
do provide the information you ne cl 
to make your own d cision. If you arc 
among tho who felt a gr at betrayal 
at sucld nly discovering this secret side 
of our partner, then you n d to b 
abl to make a rational decision. Your 
fi lings ar real and justified and th 
shou ld b consid red . Y t, there were 
r asons your partn r k pt this informa­
tion from ou. Tulk to him, m. kC' an at­
tempt to understand. \ \ e cannot 
change the pa I; howC'v r, we can 
leave it b hind. 

\\ en arly forgot! 1ultiple Choice 
t sts oft n have a fifth choice; E. onc 
of the above. Perhaps the answ r for 
ou and our partn r isn't even listed 

among our elections. ThNC' ar far 
rnor seriou and difficult issues in n 
relationship than whnt on<· w nrs. 
Transgcnderism is om thing that can 
be integrated into n loving and caring 
relation hip, if so yon desire. ThC' A.,_ 
cl1oic i •our to makC'. ~ 

Pll',1,t• Noll': 

Thl• lt1nll'nt, of thi, lll' \\,lt•ltcr arc 

rnpyri~htt•<l. If you w,mt lo rt•prinl .rn 

,1rlidt• you Wl' ht•n•, plt•,1w uml,lll thl' 

l'<litor for lll'rmi"iun. Mo,t lil.t•ly, we'll 

,.1y "Ve," hut you c/o h,IVl' In ,isk u, fir~I. 
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Making Sense Of It All 
A Clarifying Moment 
There are moments in life when the 

meaning of existence is suddenly nod 
dramatically clari!tcd. This is not to say 
that we are left with no more riddles, 
but it does mean that we have taken a 
significant st ep in the direction of per­
sonal wisdom, often in the form of 
greater self-awareness. One such mo­
ment occurred in my own life when 
my wife nearly died, a moment even 
more powerful than my own serious 
car accident two years earlier. I re­
ceived a call at work one day informing 
me that my wife had been rushed, un­
conscious and vomiting, to a nearby 
hospital. l t was pretty clear from the 
outset that she had had a stroke. 

What happened after that phone 
call is fairly predictible but no less 
painful. J rushed to the hospital in the 
pouring rain, an extremely ,mxious 
h,llf-hour drive, and became immedi­
ately involved in all the shock and pain 
of seeing a dearly loved one helpless in 
a coma, with a flfty-Bfty chance for 
survival. But after two days she opened 
her eyes, began to smile, and then bc­
g,m to talk. A two month period en­
compassed not only this medical emer­
rrencv and initial recovcl"\. but also 
t> , ' 
brain surgery to n•p,lir a clamagcd 
blood vesscl as \\·ell ns rehabilitation, 
and !tnally a return to a slight!} altercd 
lifesl)I<'. 0v<'rall, her rccov<'ry ha~ 
bcen amazing. 

It wn.-; this shocking cvent which. in 
spite of the temporary cloud it created. 
turned out to h<' a clarifying and life­
changing moment etehcd permanently 
into my vPry l')('ing. \\'hat had started 
out ns an ordinary day had suddenly 
bccome ~m extraordinary moment in 
time. Jt was a moment ~f darkness 
which became n moment of Hght. In 
one fell swoop I snw both the fragility 
nnd potentiality of my existence. l real­
ized in a felt flash that my life is tn•I> 
precarious and at the same time open 
to possibility. 

Reali;,jng that I , too, could die un-

expectedly at any time, I asked myself 
how long I could possibly go on living 
with my particular life-long secret, 
namely, my gender confusion. How 
long could I continue to hide this con­
fusion? How long could I deny myself 
the gender fulflllmcnt which only I 
could bring nbout nod which the pre­
cariousness of life could deny me be­
fore I ever acted? I have not been the 
same person since thut traumatic 
phone call. In fact, it wus as if I myself 
had somehow been ~called." A resolve 
was made in one clarifying moment, 
ancl my life hus slowly but steadfastly 
changed. That change means I have 
come to rf'cognize and to accept my 
feminine feelings and nc-eds. 

\\'lint ama;,.es me in all of this is the 
fact that such a clarifying moment is 
possible. Apparently death, or the 
threat of it, or any traumatic pvent, can 
have a cathartic and catalytic effect. It 
cun undoubtedly also have a paraly,r.ing 
elTect. In my case, however, I was 
ready-I was despcmte---for some 
form of enlightenment and change. ~ly 
wife's brief but frightening coma actu­
ally ~erv<>d to wake me up. I thus 
opcn<>cl my O~\ n ('}'Cs lo thl" reality of 
cxistc•nc<' and h<>gan to s('(• that life is 
tnil} tPmporary :mcl that it is onl> as 
good as o,w mnk<'s it. StntPd another 
\\'U)', I saw my own living dcath. I ~!\\\ 

how I was alrc-acly cl<•ad in terms of 
person:1\ fulntlm<>nt. rt was as if I. too. 
w<>re in a comn. only a coma that gave 
tlw app<'arance. but not the f111\ sub­
stance. of being alive. I lwl lost touch 
with my inner being. with my f ePlings. 
and with a real desirP lo live and to b<• 
with others. 

ThP ensuing gC'nclc-r c:h:mge process 
has lx•c,n a testimony to the power of 
this clarifying moment which f have 
been desc:ribing. I havc-1.x-<-n told by my 
wife and children that 1 nm now more 
present as a human being. more fully 
alive in the here and now, more IO\fag. 
When l am with them I run truly with 
them, not somewhcrc Plsc, even though 
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I do not look like the person they used 
to know. Although gender change is not 
a simple matter, at least I am no longer 
preoccupied with an inner emptiness 
which in tum put me at nn emotional 
distance from others. 

That emptiness and distance were 
really of my own creation, in that I was 
blind to myself and thus blind tooth­
ers. The mor(' I have been able to 
reach in, the more I have been able to 
reach out. And reaching in and reach­
ing out both became more of II possi­
bility when, in one clarifying moment, 
I found myself renching up. I reuche<l 
up to powers greater than me and 
asked: "Is this what it all means? \\'h,lt 
am I waiting for? \Viii not Death, that 
d<'ath which would ev<>n end 1ny living 
death, find me first if I do not hurry up 
and take a stand for my own exist­
ence?" My :rnswcrs to these questions 
have become the basis for my rebirth. 
both inner a.ncl outer, for my empow­
erment ns a hum:in being. Jt's good to 
be more fully alive. And when Death 
flnnlly does speak to me directly. I will 
know thnt l spent somc- quality t\,_ 
lime with Life.. ~ 

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

... because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessarily 
last forever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROLYSIS 

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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SPICE 96: A Gold Medal Winner 
by Jane Elle11 Fairfax 
\ \'hat a clrar nati<: 1110111c nt! Tlie 1wck 

howc><l to rc•c·<'iV tlw gol<lc>11 award for 
ln-ing the \\'ifte t, the strongest, the 
most c·lcgant. Th' • • gli tC'ning ,, ith 
joyous ll'ars as tllC' tirring strains of 
tl1 c> \Jational nthc•m rl'SOtmd tl1rough 
th night. uc:h L tl1f' thrill of triumph. 
' uch i tlie cc:stas of SP! E 96, tn1l~ 
n gold medal effort. 

\\'inning the gold i never c-as . You 
liave to put togeth r eff, ctiv<' progrnm, 
and that's just what P ggy Rudd and 
h<>r Pl E 96 Planning Board did. To 
achiev a smooth mount, they s lected 
tl1e Wilmington, Delawnr J lilton n 
their sit , in a state wh r th r is no 
ales tax. 

Judges look at c-lements of the pro­
gram, but Peggy and hc>r staff gave 
th m uch notablf' as arol obb­

ttleton, 1 ilu Mill r, and Patti 
Klein. o one-tenth deduction th<>r 

Pl E 96 was perfom1 d to the 
theme of "Unconditional Love." Par­
ticipants th mselves produced harmo­
nizing ideas. " PI Eis about couplcs,n 
cam through loud and clc-ar. Both 
wives and husbands must communi-
cnt , n gotint , and empathize to build 
and tr ngth n th ir r lation hips. 
i\larringe i about we-, not m . .. go­
tiation ," proposed Peter, "must be a 
matter of the heart." 

Th int rpla of th e ba. ic th 111 s 
got a p rfi ct 10 for clarit •. n c-vcnt 
hould now smooth! so tlh1t the en es 

n verb comC' c haustecl b the intc>n­
ity. This con id ration i of para­

mount importance to PI E , wherC' 

long hour. of in-d pth eminars can 
tire the brain At . Pl • coupk•s work 
hard at th ir r •lation hip-building 
kill . But th<' I ad r hip wa. up to thc> 

challeng<'. providing fun and relaxing 
activiti s. Th<' Philad lphia Harbor 

ruise got \' !)One into the mood 
,, ith gr at food and hot mu ic, plus 
time for convcr ation while the cc-n­
cry rolled pa t. Thur day f, atur cl in-
ten c ions on r lotion hjp-building 
and childrC'n ' i u . Flow was 
smooth, with hu band and wiv s tak­
ing S}11chroniz cl minars. Br aking 
up Lhe int nsity were no-hold -barred 
Q& essions. pan I of wives an-
sw r d qu tion from husbands, and 
vie -v r a. In this way, ach could 
com to understand the olh r's issue . 

Friday aw husbands and wives con­
sid ring th I n topic of b droom i -
sues. That aft moon, how v r, partici­
pant took off on a lour of historic 
Philacl lphia, a win country tour, a 
hopping trip, or an xcursion to th 

Atlantic ity casino . (Talk about ri k­
tak:ing! ) Tho who wished to remain 
at the hotel could att ncl profi sional­
led small-group se sions. nd at the 
end of each da , we were trC'ated to 
th manifold mu ical tal nt of singer­
compos r Jim Richard of Vancouv r, 

annda. "This i the b st conv nlion 
I ·v(' e\'er b<'e>n to in th gend r com­
munity!" r joic<'d on connoisseur of 
g ncler vents! 

\\'h n th audi nc g ts into the 
• ct, you can u ually pr diet a medal­
worth p rformnnc . aturda aft r­
noon f, aturcd a s ion on"\\ hat You 

The Blessing of the Wigs 
By Pamela DeGroff 
\\"hat the heck is a blessing of thr 

wigs?\\' II. it i th id a of R v. Jim 
ll awk of tonewall lission hurcl1. It 
is a time of aff'irmation for any and all 
transg nd r d p opl ; a tim lo m 
togeth r at a pla of wor hip and r al­
i,. that we ar ace pt cl. 

Re . I Iawk explained to me that th 
atholic hurch has a Bl ssing of th 

Pct , when peopl bring th ir four 
legged, feath r cl, and even f'inned 
fri nd tor c iv prn r and cial 
blessings for their llC'alth and well be­
ing. There i nn • pis op, 1 hurch in 

1 w ngland that ble~ s motorcycl 
and tho who rid them. o why not a 
blessing for th transgender d? 

Originall R . Hawk thought of 
calling it th Bl ing of the Pumps, 
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]ways \\'anted to Kno,, But \\'<'re' 
Afraid To Ask." Participant plied Ill(' 
pandi ts with qu ti n ab ut chil­
clrc•n, religion , jobs, psychological pro­
fil s of husbands and ,,fr , life· storiPs 
and a host of other topic . 

ft<>r an hour and twenty minutes 
we had to call a halt because of time. 
Even our clignif'iecl pr nters cau~ht 
the enthusiasm. n of m fonclc t 
m morie of Pl • 96 will alwa . b 

ila iller I ading us in a rousing 
r ndition of "G tting To Know You." 
For a mom nt J thought l could ht>ar 
th whe Is turning in Jim Richard • 
head, "What can I do to top that!?" 

Perhaps the most important ele­
ment of an program is the dismount, 
for it i th last glanc the judges hav 
of ou. An inelegant landing can ruin 
th mo t arti tic chor ography and ne­
gat months of training. But Peggy and 
her taff wer not to b denied. In thc­
"\\'h r Do We o From IlC're?" C'ncl­
ing, th m n di cussed building 

Pl E b writing articl s and building 
an intcractiv pr senc on th lntN-
n t. Ev ryon shar d som little nug-
g t of wisdom h would share with his 
wifi to nrich his marriag . Exp:mding 
on th PI E vision, P<'ggy r cniit d a 

PI E 97 Planning ommitt e to 
bring n w work rs aboard, and ap­
point d two accomplished wives to be 
ambassadors tooth r program . Land­
ing? h<' stuck itl 9.9 and a ,old 
M dull ow, if om one would just 
ompo ea Pl E anth m! 

but realiz cl som p opl would bring 
th wrong kind. ot good. 

o, on ugust l people gather cl 
for a time of~ llowship affirmation, 
and f riencl hip with th congre ation 
of th ton , all fission hurch and 
man wig were bl ssed. or info on 
the n xt Bl ssing of th \ \'ig , contact 
the T nne als, PO Box 92335, A.. 

a hville, T 37209. 8 
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Be Thankful For Your Significant Others 
by:Linda -
What would you do if you found 

your wife or girlfriend standing in front 
of a full length mirror wearing your old 
army uniform? Let's say she starts buy­
ing men's shoes in her size from wing 
tips to hiker boots in several colors. 
How about if she puts Rogaine on her 
upper lip in hopes of growing a mus­
tache? Gets the name Harley 
Davidson tnttooed on her upper arm? 
Because she doesn't wear shorts or 
shirts during the colder months, she 
lets the hair grow on her legs. In the 
spring it takes a weed eater to remove 
it? When in bad moods, she puts on 
one of your shorts, and magically feels 
better? If that isn't enough, when she 
is cooking dinner, she sings tht> old 
song by Village People, Mocha Mon. 
Are these things I just described much 
different than what we ask our part­
ners and spouses to accept? 

On June 9 my wife, Phyllis and 1 

TELEPHO E (215) 547-94 17 

were married 25 years. They were not 
easy years to say the least. J had my 
suitcase packed more than once and 
threatened to leave more than once, 
but for some reason could not bring 
myself to do it. It was the same old 
story. I wish she could do th is better or 
that differently, and if other wives <lo 
it, why can't she, "because" I thought, 
"that's just the way it's done" and so on 
and so on. You get the idea though, 
ra.ising two children, my abusing alco­
hol for 16 years, my being a.n over the 
road truck driver for 9 y('ars, my suf­
foring from post traum1tic stress disor­
der due to Vietnam, my making a ma­
jor career change after almost 23 years 
with one company, and my steadily in­
creasing desire to wear her clothes. 
Through nil of this slw was there. 

In ~l1rch of this ycar wc found out 
she had two mnlign:rnt tumors which 
ncc-ded to be rcmovcd ASAP. Sud­
denly, the world as I knew it fell ap,trl. 

I began to realize that your never havc 
until you face the rea.lity of losing it. 
Tod1y she is taking rndintion trent­
mcnts and chemotherapy treatments, 
a.nd she has been given an 80% chance 
of st1ying in remission. By looking to a 
power greater than ourselves for help 
and guida.nce, we feel this gives her 
very good odds for a fu ll recovery. 

I have hcnrd that to be trnnsgcn­
dered is a gift, but r believe that to 
have nn a<.'Cepting wife is an even 
greater gift. A word of advice to you 
part time girls out there: Be thankful 
for your signiflc1nt others. Phyllis, 
thank you for putting up with :111 my 
stuff over the past 25 years, and 1 hope 
you can put up with 25+ more. Ovcr 
the past several months you hnvc beC'n 
thc strong on(', and r have polled on 
your strength. 

Sincerely, Bill I 

11 Theseus Counseling 
Services 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, PH.D. 
ARI KANE, M.ED. 
GENDER SPECIALIST 

OIPLOMATE, AM. BO. SEXOLOGY LICE SEO PSYCHOLOG IST 

BUCKS MEDICA L CE T ER 
SU ITE 12 

1723 WOOOBOUR E ROAD 
LEVITTOW , PA 19057 

Be the \\Omnn of ,our dream<, frorn 
the \\Oman \\ho n;ake, }Ourdrenm, 
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and undcNtnniling ntmo~pherc. Thi~ 
is a non..,c;..unl ,en ice and no, ice.,, ore 
welcome. Coll (215) 830-837:3 for n 
free comullntion 
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Letters 
to the 
Editor 

Dear News & Views readers. 
I'm really hapPY to see the apology 

(August RN&V) to Jane Ellen. I've just 
l,een personally involved with Jane Ellen. 
Mary, and Vanessa Kaye in the onllne de· 
11ate (including ueing 1,riefly outed on 
Vanessa's wel, page-ouch!) and have 
nothing 1,ut praise for Jane Ellen's diplo­
matic handling of the entire affair. 

Jane Ellen and Vanessa have taken a 
lemon and made lemonade-they have 
agreed to partner and l,ury the hatchet. 
Jane Ellen and Mary were great, my hat's 
off to them! SPICE strikes me as an ex· 
cellent organization, run l,y the wives and 

not l,y Jane Ellen. 
I'd also like to express my apprecia· 

tion to Dina and the RN&V staff for set· 
ting the record straight in the August is­
sue. It takes guts and integrity to do 
that-thanks! 

Hugs, 

MaryAnn ­
Dear Mary Ann, 
To be accurate, we did not apologize 

to Jane Ellen Fairfax. The apology was 
addressed to Tri-Ess and SPICE. 

Hi Angela, 
Tonight I read the Rennaissance 

newsletter sampler at <www.ren.org>. I 
just wanted to tell Dina that her humor 
in the Rules of Crotu;dres5in9 section of 
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the Vis·a·Vis article was enough to make 
me scream with laughter!:) 

A rather pious crossdressing friend 
of mine asked me if they would "send 

themselves to Hell if they had sex with a 
man." I think she would l,enefit from 
those "Rules" :) 

Hope things are well up there and I 
look forward to seeing some of you gals 
at Southern Comfort Conference. 

Jennileigh -
Tenneesee Vais Newsletter Editor/ 

Wei, Mistrese/Alderanian Princllss 
Visit the Vais website <http:// 

www.transgender.org/tg/tvals/> 

Dear Angela. 
I wa5 just perusing June 1996 News & 

Views and got the inspiration to write a 
few comments - certainly not critical. 

The article on l,reastforms omits one 

Important source ... breast implants, the 
same kind women have surgery for and 
sometimes leak silicone. I have a pair and 
they work flne. They have the weight and 

consistency and !,ounce of natural 
l,reasts. I believe they cost me al,out 
$100 and they are still not leaking and In 
good shape. I got the idea from Joannie, 
who used to attend the GPC meetings. 

I apologize for my 1,elng away for so 
long. If you see anyone who rememliers 
me tell them I miss them very much and 
hope to see them again &oon. 

Affect.onally yours, love, 
Lil,l,y 
Dear Libby. 
It's good to hear from you too. The 

breast form idea sounds good. Anybody 
got any ideas where we could buy 
them? Let us know and we'll pass the 
info along. 

Hi there! 
As a transgendered parent. lioth my 

spouse and I felt that the article entitled 
Making Sen5e of It All l,y Lee Etscovitz. 
Ed.D. (August Issue) was wonderful! 

Sincerely. 
Jane 

Dear Angela, 
After receiving the RN&V. Volume 10. 

Number 8, and reading it from cover to 
cover as well as sharing it with several 
friends on the yard, I felt I must write to 
say "Thank you." The articles made me 
feel as ff I knew something that was go· 
Ing on In the world I knew before entering 
this pit of hell. (Prison) 

Your writing is only superceded l,y 
your good looks. You can almost tell I'm 
al,out to ask for something, right? Okay, 
so you're right. I actually have two re· 

quests of you and your t,eautiful staff. 
I am asking you, JoAnn, Jessica and 

Dina as well as any other staff of your 
fine magazine for a picture that I may 
put in my •family l,ook." If you have no 
pictures for your adoring fans, then I 
would beg, plead and promise anything 
for a personal picture. (Not that per­
sonal, you must be dressed.) 

That takes care of the first request. 
Secondly, I would ask that you place me 
on your PenPal list or send me a list of 
persons I might write. I am 54 years old, 
have crossdressed since the age of 1:3, 
lived and worked in most of this count!')' 
as a teen-aged hooker because i had no 
other way to support myself. {Clothes 
cost money then, too.) I am a Iii-sexual 
transvestite and lonely as hell and need 

co11ti1111etl 0 11 last page 

" .. . Electrolysis. f 've been through it. 
I ca11 help you through it. " T Dr. A. S. Nubel 

Jenell A. Ashlie 
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Chester, Pa. 19013 610•872•2091 
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Fax (908) 722-0666 

Insurance Accepted 
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Greetings, girlfriends! I !ere we are 
in September. a month of considerable 
change. The summer is winding clown, 
school is back in session, :rnd, more 
importantly, the goliaths oftl1e grid­
iron are gcaring up for c-ombnt! Evcn 
though I'm as wonderfully transgen­
der('{I as the 1wxt soul reading thc-s<.> 
words, I can't he-Ip but feel giddy and 
excited about this time.> of year as I'm a 
huge football fan, and locally, the 
Philndclphia Eaglc-s are read)' for what 
looks like a great season. In fact , con­
side ring the duality of our personali­
ties, )'OU could say that I'm a football 
frrak nncl a football widow at the same 
time! 

I get some rather neat stuff in my 
post office box, nnd one such item is 
the- topic of this month's column. For 
those of you in the auclic-nce who enjoy 
sl1opping by mail order, here's some-
ti 1i11g you may find of extreme- interest. 
A fc•" wee-ks ago, l got a 50+ page 
catalog that contains nothing but cata­
logs! Callcd World Famous Catalogs, 
this publication lists some 450 catalogs 
of virtually evCI)' imaginable intC'rcst: 
toys. videos, music, arts and crafts, fur­
niture, military collectibl<.>s, specialty 
foods, mcmorabili.1. you name it. 
chances an.", there's a catalog for it 
here. And, of course, there are also 
catalogs or clothes. lingerie, shoes -
tl1c whole nine yards. 

To briefly go down tlie list, in the 
clothing department tltcrc's: ewport 
Ncws (formerly Avon Fashions). Long, 
Elegant Legs and Tall Classics (for 
girls more titan five fc-et sC'vcn), Silk 
collection (all manner of things in silk), 
Dcsigrn'rs Unlimited (for girls size 14 
and over), Cattle Kate (western wear) 
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and catalogs of purely exotic clothing 
like Flirt, Hot Tomatos, Dream 
Drcsscr and, predictably, Frederick's 
of llollywood. Forty two fashion cata­
logs in all. For lingerie there's: Inti­
mate Nights, Passion In Fashion, 
Fashion Fantasies and Personal Trea­
sures, just to name a few. T here arc­
some ten catalogs devoted just to inti­
mate wear. 

ln the footwear department there's: 
Comfort Corner with sizc-s from 4 to 
12 (AA to EEE), Sexy Shoes, a regular 
advertiser in most transgenclcred pub­
lications and two companies I've never 
heard of before: Pierre Silber Scxxy 
Footwear (sizes 4-14, 3 1/2", 4 l/2" & 
6" heel heights) and Unique Footwc-ar, 
featuring really exotic shoes and boots. 
You'll also find One I lanes Place for 
hosiery, Paula's I latbox if you're into 
hats, Dolly Parton wigs (What?!? No 
Dolly Parton breast forms? Bummer!) 
along with 18 health .1nd beauty cata­
logs, and 12 swim wear cahJogs, al­
though beach season will be in it's last 
stages by the time- you rend this. 

For a mail order maven, of which 
I'm one, this is a drc-am come true. 
There's literally some-thing here for ev­
el)·onc. None of the hundreds of cata­
logs listed in tliis publication are more 
than five dollars, and some are free. 
For the sake of expediency you can or­
der catalogs from this catalog over the 
phone, or by fax with your handy 
dandy Visa or ~lastercard. Admittedly. 
l don't quite know ho" [ got this book 
since l never asked fo:· it, but if you 
want to get one write to: Publisher In­
quiry Services, 95 L Broken Sound 
Park-way i W , Building 190, P.O. Box 
5057, Boca Raton, Florida 33431-
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0857.Tliis is worth looking into 
Spc·aking of catalogs, you 111ust gd 

your hands on th<" Sears fashion eata­
logs which you can grt hy calling 1-
800-783-7577. Tlw Fall Prc-,i<'" <·di­
tion is out now and it hni. so1111· 
absolutely terrific looking stuff, lik<' 
stunning t>vcning wear. a killt•r blat-k 
j11mps11it with animal print trim 011 tli<· 
c11ITs and collar, a super stylish cln'ss 
with matching shawl and be-It. a boat­
load of class)' shoes and more suits 
than you can shake a handbag at! J.C. 
Penney's has just come out with its 
catalog for tails and they also have 
some very nice things by names like 
Jacqueline Ferrar and Danny & 
Nicole, as well as Penney's own brand, 
Worthington. Cnll l -800-222-6161 for 
a catalog. 

Back in July l promised I would test 
out some of the so-called "long lasting 
cosmetics" and give you a report on 
them. Foundations were a wash since 
neither Revlon or Cover Girl had 
shades for African-American women. 
For lipstick, I went with Revlon 
ColorStay lip color along with the ac­
companying ColorStay lip liner. Both 
went on easily (the lip liner especially 
so) and stayed put through an entire 
Renaissance meeting. For eye pencil 
and eye shadow, I stayed with Revlon. 
Again, both went on smoothly. The eye 
pencil provided a good, thin line, how­
ever, it was impossible to smudge to 
soften the line, which I like to do. 

At the end of the evening with ev­
erything flTmly in place for over eight 
hours, I needed makeup remover to 
get the Revlon stufT oIT, proving that it 
does indeed live up to its claim of bc-­
ing long wearing. Revlon has a full 
blown web site (www.revlon.com). so I 
plan to write and tell thc-m of my expe­
riences and suggest they come up with 
long wearing foundation for darker 
skins. Speaking of makeup removal, I 
don't use soap and water which cnn be 
ineffective, instead I use Swiss 
Fonnula's St. Ives Faci.11 Cleanser and 
Makeup Remover. This product does a 
great job for me and can be fou nd in 
most drug and five and clime stores as 
well as supermarkets. 

co11li1111ed 011 back pap.c 



l k11aissm1cc Nc1vs & \ffrw.s, \'of. JO, No. ~ 

'TransVamp PuE[uations 
proua{9 pns1:11ts J(afina lsato's 

o Tales of A Seq Vampire, Second Edition 
e The Sexy Vampire Cookbook 

Each voluint' i\ $20 and cho<:k full of mah·up 
and ima~<· atlvke on liow to look, al'I, aml ft·t•l 

i. , \ 1 your wxy he~t. S!'ntl $2 for rnorP inlimnalion 

II 
J ' 

1 

about thc~t• hoob and new \\i!,! hrod111rc. 
( Di\crt>tion aswrt•d . ·,,\ 

~ ':/ .. ~i . 
l'tlary Leran o, 2300 Walnnt St. #405, 

Eileen Shields Pudleiner 
Free Consultation• Free Brochure 

Dermatologist Recommended & Lists of Dermatologists 

A.B.E. Electrolysis 
40o/o off your first visit 

224 Nazareth Pike, Bethlehem, Pa. 
Easton, Pa. 
8 Broad St #51 O, Hazleton, Pa. 
RD2 Bollinger Rd, Kunkletown, Pa. 

610-867-9446 
610-252-5958 
717.455.4595 
610·381-4758 

Debra's Closet 
Fashionable Consignrnents 

New Designer Fashions 
Layaways 
•VISA• 

• MasterCard• 
• Discover• 
•AMEX• 

Private Evening Shopping 
by Appointment 

Hargrove Plaza 
2673 H addonfie]d Road 
Pennsauken, NJ 08110 

609. 486. 9636 

Transvestite? Transsexual? 
Dominant? Submissive? 

Fantasies? Fetishes? 
Too shy to meet in person? 

Cal I now to where all I ifesty les are treated in an 

intelligent, caring, creative way. Perhaps you have 

thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? Why be alone? 

Cal l me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counseling and fantasy exploration. M s. Scarlet, 

Sw eet TV Kelly and myself are available to train or transform you into the glamour 

girl , or demure girl you desire to be. 

Privacy assured. Call now for free 24 hour info: 215-602-2888. 
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New Job Discrimination Bill Would Protect Trans-people 
\Vash i11gto11, D.C. -Allgust 1996 
011 July I I, 1996, llonse reprc-sen­

tativc Brian P. 13ilbray (R-CA) intro­
duce-cl a new a job discrilnination bill 
that would protec·t transgcndered 
people-. The Workplace Fairness Act 
(l I. R. 3764) b)1)asses the usual "laun­
dry list" of protected classes: race, re­
ligion, :,ex, etc. Tnsteacl, it si1nply 
states that people would be protected 
from workplace discrimination for any 
reason not affecting job performance. 
The bill is co-sponsored by outed gay 
Reps. Gunderson and Kolbe among 

others, aud is cousidC'rcd by some to 
be grou11clbrraki11g in its simplicity. 

One problem with the bill is that it 
still would let c•mployers fire an em­
ployee for not getting along with co­
workers. It's often tlie coworkers who 
can't getting along. not the transgcn­
dered worker. This problem could be 
11.xc·d, but plenty of opposition to the 
bill is ex1>ected anyway-both from 
employers trying to protect their right 
to hire and fire who they want, as well 
as from activist groups favori ng the un­
equivocal "laundry list" approach. 

Renaissance Library News 
Discussion Plus, the bimonthly Re­

nai:mmce Library discussion group 
met on \Vednesclay, August 7, 1996. 
There were only four in attendance 
tliis first time, but the feedback was: 
"Please continue. Don't give up." True 
to the stated purpose of the group, the 
discussion was based on articles in the 

RN&V from the previous two months 
(in this case June and July). One of the 
news items which gained the group's 
attention was Angela Gardner's com­
ments on Dennis Rodman. The par­
ticipants discussed that item and then 
its impact on them personalJy {the 
"plus" part). The discussion was inter-

PERMANENT MAKEUP 

NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS 

.9-:¼oe.,1r:x• 
Bente .,• 

"TIMELESS BEAUTY THAT NEVER ENDS-

FREE CONSULTATION 
609-TTQ-0070 

JEAN RICHART? LONGMIRE, SPECIALIST 609-782-6100 

PERMANENT MAKEUP 
EYEBROWS • EYELINER• LIP LINING 

LIP FILL IN • CAMOUFLAGE 

NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS 
• PERMANENT NON INVASION TECHNIQUE 
• AS EFFETIVE AS NEEDLE TECHNIQUE 
• FDA LISTED AS PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL DEVICE 

esting, and the pro­
cess of participants 
introducing them­
selves and sharing 
some of their feel­
ings, concerns, and 
purposes was in­
volving and enlight­
ening. The next 
such meeting will 
be on Wednesday, 
October 2, 1996 
from 8 to 9:30 PM 
at the Wayne- Coun­
seling Center. Lee 

Said Dann Priesing, GenderPAC 
Congressional Advocacy Coordinator: 
"The Workplace' Fairness Act is an im­
port.mt first stcp towards outlawing oil 
discrimination if a pcrson is a co111pe­
tcnt and effective employee, and it's 
the first bill we've seen which cowrs 
trans-peoplt> and gendcrqueC'rs. LN 
your Congressional representative 
know you support the Workplace 
Fairness Act. Call 202-225-3121 and 
ask to speak to the representative a, 
for your district." 9 

Etscovitz, Renaissance Natiomll Li­
brarian, will again conduct the meet­
ing. Everyone is welcome. There is no 
charge. Come dressed as you please. 
The discussion ,viii be based on the 
August and September issues of Re­
naissance News mu/ Views. 

The recent donation of two books 
(in hardcover) by Jessica Brandon is 
most appreciated. She has given the li­
brary Tfie Man in the Red Velvet Dress 
by J.J. Allen (recentJy re,iewed by 
JoAnn Roberts in the July issue of 
New.~ mu{ Views) and Letti11' It /\II 
lla11g Out, an autobiography by Ru­
Paul. Again, thank you, Jessica. 

We> are still in need of copies of 
RN&V from .1987 - 1992. Send copies 
to: Dr. Lee Etscovir,:, Librorian 

Renaissance Education Association 
987 Old Eagle School Road, #719 

\\'ayne, PA 19087 ' 

• NO PITTING, SCARRING OR INFECTION 
• MAKEUP APPLIED IMMEOIATEL Y Large Selection 

CALL FOR MENU OF OTHER SERVICES 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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Rene of Paris, Henry Margu, Eua Gabor 
and more. 

Call for appointment 
(610) 446-0799 



Shopping ... 
Om• .1dclitio11al 1101<• 011 111akt•11p: 

t'itrh last 111cmtlr. I got so11w email 
fro111 \Ian \1111 , 011c of 111\ Im.ii n•ad­
C'rs. wlro t~1lkc-cl about fincling·a 
111akC'up artist syrnpathdic to us. and 
lrow you should bring a frirnd along to 
takr notes on your cxpcriencr so you 
<:an duplicate things latrr. Abo. rc­
lllC'rnbc-r how I sorta scoff rd at 111<' no­
tion of au A\·011 Indy coming into your 
I 1omc to selling you stulT while en 

Letters ... 
5omeone to live life through out ther a& 
they will not alow me to live it here. 

I will an5wer any who write me and 
they may write anything they wi5h a5 my 
mail i5 not censored except for photo­
graph5. Anyone having any literature 
that deal& with the 5ul,ject of cro55-
dre55ing or tran55exual5 may forward it 

lk11ohw111r·1• l\'1•1n (.; \ 'ir·rn. \ 'of /(), \o 9 

lro111111C'? \\'c •II \l.m \1111 told 111t· that 
rnam \Ian Ka~ agc•nts ,m• liapp, to do 
i11-lr111111 ,·011s11ltr11g. l11"\'(•, ,·r ,l1t• abo 
told 111t• that" h1I<• tlw prin•, aw 11•a­

son,1hlC', ii <:an take ll(l\\ arcb of sl'n·ral 
\\(•t•ks to get your stuff But at least 
you l1aw auoth<'r option should you 
choose· to 11sc• ii. 

1 lt'n•·s a q111c-k shopping trp: If 
you're on the road for a transg<'ndc-r 
011ling ,lllcl can't gc•l your outfit prt·ssed 
in time for your e,ent, I rc-co111me11d 
you im·C'st in a h,rnd held stC',llllC'r. 
Th<'S<' devices arc small, simple to 11~<'. 
pack C'asily into a suit('asr and can b(• 

to me a& no literature exi,t& inside. 
If you can do nothing al,out my 5itua· 

tion I understand and love you anyway. 
Bright Blessings! 
With all reepect and love, 
Jimmie 
3225 John Conley Drive 
Lapeer, Ml 48446 

I sc>nt Jimmie· a few photos to kcc'p 
him company and siguc-cl him up for tlw 

INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP COUNSELING 
ON THE PERSONAL AND SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

11sl'd \I itlr ordi11.1ry tap wal<'r 
to slt•.1111 ,, rinkles out of 
dotl11ng. I h,111· one• 111ad1· 

h~ S1111lwa111 (pric1:d 
,1ro11111l $25.00 hneks) and 
it's,1 gochend. \\'di, 
that's il for no,1. If \OIi , 

\\'.lilt to rC'spoml to ·my 
month I) \\'Ords of \\'ii 
,\lid ll'isdom. writr to ei­
ther the Greatrr Philly ad-
drC'SS on pag<' two or emai l me at 
- @voic<'nrt.corn> Until rlC',t 
month, lx- smart, buy smart and look 
smart! llappy shopping. sisters! 

PC'nPal list. l Ir knows how to suck 11p 
witl1 tltat stuff about my good looks. If 
anyone wants to send him any "litNa­
t11rc" it's up to thrm. I le sounds like he 
ma> Ii<' for rc•al. but since he is a pris­
on<'r we have• to keep in mind lw 111a~ 

bC' hying to get stuff to sell to the othl'r 
inmates. \\'c print l1is lt'tt<'r hrrc for 
,·our consideration. 

OF GENDER VARIATIONS 

Lee Efscovitz, Ed.D. 
HUMAN DIMENSIONS 

PO BOX471 

CREATIVE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

ASSOCIATES 
Willow Grove, PA 19090 

Ans. Mach.: (215) 657-1560 
Fax: (215) 659- 133 1 

E-MAIL: hmdm@voicenet.com 

P K Consulting Associates 
Pah·icia Klein, M.S. 

Sexuality Issues 
Orientation • Gender Idenlity 

Partners • Families 

1013 Brookside Rd 
Alle ntown, PA 18106 

Box 3624 
GL0-821-2955 
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BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGIST 
Individual , Family, Marital , 

Divorce & Sexual Counseling 

Judith D. Dean 
Ed. D., M. Div., M.S. 

Suite 11 0 
55 Princeton-Hightsown Rd. 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

( 609) 275•6556 




