










ED ITOR I AL P AGES . . .  ct.mt ii. 
l h.v'i' .l gendti>I" / sex OI" m,nd /body d,sun, ty .  ( I th,nl< 
pe,rhc1ps "g•nde,r /s•x d isun ity "  is b• t te,r be,caus• I now 
bel ieve  tl'la t gender is determined by bra in structure .) Or 
in common vernacular , I 'm a transsexual . ( Isn ' t  my term 
more descr ip t ive '  . . . A ll r ight , al l r iQht , no more 
"Tti>l"ms " content . )  Now , h.1v ing w.tehti>d my sh.re of 
O•,-a ldo and a l l  H,c1 t  i lk , I c1m ct ware, thc1 t soml!' pe,op ll!' don ' t 
u nderstand the phenomenon ( Includ ing those int imately 
i nvo lved) , some peop le rejec t  the existence of  the 
p he nomenon ( inc ludinQ members of the communities) , an,1 
somti> pti>op1ti> .ll"ti' simply bo-.., i1dti>rti>d by thti> phti>nomonon 
(e-spe-c i-, lly me-mbe-rs of the- communi t ies) .  I know who I 
am ; what  I a m .  But , the abovementi oned peop le may not 
be l ieve me because I have  no scienti fic , object ive data , 
no third party  explanation . I t ' s  my word against . . . 
whosti> ? God 's ?  Sure , to somti' pti>oplti> . (81.ekwood vs . 
Ze-us ?) This doe-sn 't just -'PP ly to m• , it -'PP lie-s to •nry 
member  of  the crossdresslng communi t ies . So, what do 
we do about it ? 
What do we do about it ' As I said durinQ the open forum, 
wo r .ise fonding for l"eso .1rch . "'w' .it • minute , "  you s .y , 
" I though t y ou s<9 id we- should r-, ise- mon•y for charity ! " 
Indeed I d id . The purpose of that is to show the world w e  
are good neighbors and thus shou ld not b e  scorned . 
Howeve r ,  it is not enough . While raisin() mone y  for 
cl'l.l"ity .nd women ' s  c.usos l'lolps us g.1in tolti>r.nco .1nd 
pe-rhc1ps -,cce-p tanc• , it is not •nough . w'he-n som.-on• asks 
y ou why you cross dress, the answer , · ·secause it feels 
good, " isn ' t  much help and only promotes the notion that 
we are all a b unch of sexual deviates . And while fer some 
of  us tl'l.t .nswti'r is truti> in .rid of  itse If, it isn ' t  for .. 11 of 
us .  w'• ne-•d to bl!' ab 1.- to say , "According to rl!'S'l!'arch 
done by Dr . Doofus at Bol'lunk Untverstty in  1 992 ,  the 
DNA sequence which controls the replication of certain 
plasmids leads to a whooziwhazzit which (Jives rise to the 
condihon th.t c .. usos mo to wti'.1r my wife 's c lothes . "  But 
whe-re- did Dr . Doofus  ge- t the- funding for the- r.-se-arch ? 
The government ? Maybe ,  b ut more likely tt came from 
charitable organizations such as MD A ,  AEF, ACS . 
Sometimes Qovernment grants are on a matchinQ basis , 
so  y ou sti ll nHd to r.1iu money from tl'lose ti:,pos of  
chc1ri tab If'  organ;z:ations . Or , to put it mor.- acc:urat• ly ,  
w e  need t o  form tl'l1s ty pe of charitable or9an1zation to 
raise money for research . 
It is all well and 900d for me to say that the desire to and 
• ct of crossdnssing is tho br .. in 's w .y of  eruting • 
sy mbo lic un ity with thl!' body, that is the- brain 
symbolically unmes gender and sex in the TV, TG or T S  
by putting o n  a feminine shell , i .e .  crossdressin g .  But it is 
just my opinion . By doing the research and failing to 
displ"ove thti> thti>ory it  bti>comes ,1 v .. 1id thti>ory .1nd thus ,1 

us• ful too l  in unde-rstanding -,nd e-xpla ining the
phenomenon . Science doesn ·t  prove theories, t t  either 
disproves them or it doesn ' t .  Those theol"ies \v'hich 
s ur vive multip le and on9oinQ assaults are 0enerally 
.cceptti>d .s; "most prob.1ble " ti>Xpl.n.tions . Armti>d w ith 
such a th•ory w• can go ou t  into th• world and say, "This 

is why I am what I am! "  and the wor ld has a difficu l t  t ime 
s.1y in9 , "Bull ", bee.use DI" . Ooofus , .nd M.re1,,1s; 
Sw•l1he-ad ,  HD . have- tntl!'d th• th•orl!'m in >< numbl!',- o f  

ways and i t  remains the bes t ( I .e . ,  simplest) explanation 
of the phenomenon .  It is no longer just my opin ion , b u t  a 
tested theory . And the testers were outsiders wi th  no 
Vti'sted interest in the outcomti' of'  the reseircl'I . When the 
wor ld c an no long•r say, "Bul l " ,  thl!'n WI!' ctrl!' on thl!' W � \J  

to acceptance . 
Any volunteers ? 

V□X P□PULI LETT E RS T O  T H E  
E D I TOR 

Re : · K y m be rl ei g h · s  Cl i p boa rd·  ( Ma r c h  · 9 2 ) : 
The acid test of a title choice for transience o f  gender 
must b e  "does the namer dub themselves bv the ir own 
choice .. rid then 1ive it ? " . I .. m tl'le fil"st Gender Tr ,ms ient ; 
I alway s  was and ful ly int•nd to cont inu• b• ing a GT fo,
as long as I am in the business of transforming, explor ing 
and travelling through our world . Frankly , I don 't  care 
what anv one e ls e  dubs our 0ender , I shall remain GT eve n  
if l h .. ve t o  bti> tho only onti' in the world . I migl'lt even 
pre-f•r it  that way . . .  I wasn 't look ing for c:onvl!'ds . 
Throughout cont inental Europe  and Latin America, all 
persons of our gender are called "travesty " , whether 
they like it OI" not , and in rare  moments when the bullets 
.re not fly ing , th• c lubs .. nd I.shes not falling , or the 
urg•nc11 to mak• •nough mon•y to Jiv� at a l1 do•s not  
exist , they M IGHT ponder what it means . 
When one l ives inside a war akin to our nation within 
nations · own Vietnam, I am tempted to be intolerant of  
1N"h.1t sHms to me to  b•  luxury debatti's and insfruction� . 
Thi!' t.-rms fall into thr�• c4t.-goriu at pre-se-n t : ( 1 )  
Apologetic, 1 .e .  adapt Ions of the names g1Ven by the b ig 
outside, accepting that there is confusion and i l l ness  
involved , that we  are chanoinQ our minds halfway throuQh 
life , .1nd thus halvin9 our exper iti'nce ; (2) H .. lfw ,1y good 
trie-s, i .e- . ac:c•pting tha t w• art' a third qe-nd•r, tha t  we
embrace the totality of human experience , and enjoy � 

TO S [ N D  A RT ICLES O R  L ETT ERS TO T H E  
ED ITO R  V I A  T H E  ·c ROSS - CO N N ECT I O N .  B BS :  

• Dial (8 1 8) 549-0529 to aooess the BBS . 
• After loq-on . se lect ·E-Mair f,-om the 

openinq menu and send a messaqe ta  use,- ID 
•tcq mmer • 

• Ple,H,111 .att.ach � aur .articl• ar J111tt111r .as .a 
te,ct file attached to the e-mail messaqe . 
DO NOT flJ pe  IJ Our text as e-mail . 

IF YOU ARE NOT A REG ISTERED USER ON 
•clilOSS-CONNECT ION • • IJ DU will  h.av111 ta 
provitle ne-w user infarmatian the first  t ime 
IJ DU Jaq-an . You malJ leave e-mail fa,- the 
S1J s0p requestinq next dalJ access after IJ OU 
finish the new user information sechan . but 
IJ DU c.annat up la.ad f'ihu;; the t..am• d.alJ . 
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" C R O S S - TA L K " SUB S C R I PT I ON  I NF O RMATI ON 
T H E  - r s:1 E E  I SS U E  W H E N  YO U G ET A F R I E N D  
T O  S U BSC R I B E - O f f E R :  \ f  y ou enjoy the news , 
ed i tor ia ls , and features tha t "Cross -Ta lk " de l i vers to y ou 
every  mont h ,  we  wou Id l ike  y ou to introduce us to y our  
fr iends in the  tr- ansqender-ed community . \vhen y ou get a 
fr iend to subsor- ibe , we w i l l  ex tend 4 aur- subsor- ipt ion by 
one issue Simp1y wr i te  y our four -d ig i t  subscr iber 
number ( in the upper left corner qf the ma i l ing labe l)  in 
the b lank be low labe l led  "How d id y o u  hear about  
Cross- Ta lk ? "  on the subscr iber mformat1on form be lo w , 
then xel'o>< the fol'm and g1ve a copy to y our fr iends . 
When they subscr ibe , we ' 1 1  extend y our s ubscription 
,md ther e ' s  no l imit on the number of  extens ions y ou may  
r ec e ive . 

I F  Y O U  R EC E I V E D  T H I S  CO PY O F  
-cROSS - T A l K - B Y  S E N D I NG FO R A 51t t1 P L E : . 
We hope y ou 're  enjoy ing "Cross- Talk " ,  the gender 
communi ty 's only independent  monthly news le t ter . If  y ou 
would l ike to subscribe , p le ase comp lete the form below 
and send it  back to us w ith pdy men t . If 'J OU saw ou,... ad in 
a gr-cup newsle t t er- , we  would like y ou to put the name  of 
the gr-oup i n  the b l ank  labe l led "How did y ou hear abou t 
Cross-Talk ? "  on the for- m ,  because these gr-cups get 
credit  from '1ach new subscription which th"Y can use to 

· receive our l'"epl'"int series for their (Jl'"Oup l ibl'"al'"les . If  
y ou ' re joining our- other subscr-ibe,.-s , welcome ! 

T H £  -c ROSS - TA L  IC - Y £ L LOW PAGES :  

"Cross-Talk" pub lis;hi;,s a compilation of various 
resources (such as stores , ther apists , oounselors , ma,l 
order sources , etc ) for the Southern Ca lifornia gender 
community called the "Yel low Pages " .  If  y ou live in the 

Los Ange les metropolitan drea (z1p codes stadinq w i th 
900 through 9 1 8 ,  923 through 928 , 930 , 93 1 , or 935) . 
y ou may order- the r-esource guide w ith y our subscr-ip t i on  
by writ ing  "Ye  I l ow Pages " on the  b lank  line underneath 
th'1 subs;cnption al'"der ing lines and adding $2 .DO per y ear . 
NOTF. If y ou are a member of A lpha Chapter Tl'" i-Ess , 
CHIC , or P P  O .C y ou do not need to orde,.- the "Ye1 low 
Pages " as y ou wi l l  automatica l ly recei ve  i t  as  part  o f  
y ou,.- membership . 

T H E  ·c ROSS - TA L IC - R E P R I NT S E R I ES :  We have 
published a ser-ies of  r-epr ints from the archives of 
"Cross-Ta lk "  
·THE T ON I  COMPEND IUM . i s  a compi la t io n  o f  the 
"Tani " car toon stnps that or;qinally ran in "C,.-oss- T alk " 
betwe-en 1 989 and t 99 t . 
Af.ro c:1 vcJr�� : -F ILl1 AT 1 1 : THE 6 :00 T _V .  NE'1t'S 

REV IS I TED • 
-THE GENDER COMMUN I T Y : A POL IT IC AL AND 

SOC I AL D ISCUSS ION -
-THE BEST OF CROSS-T ALK • 
•HEY D AD _ _ _  DO I H AVE TO '1t' AT CH THE Tv � -
To order ana., reprint title , just wr-ite the t i t le(s)  on 
the blank l ine underneath the subscr-iption l ines , and 
include $5 .00 for e.1ch htle ordered . If y ou are ol'"der ing 
,.-eprints at  the same- t ime as you,.- subscription , pos tdge 
and handling are free � otherwise include $1 00 per 
reprint (maximum $3 .00 per order ) .  

T O  US £ T H I S  FO R M  TO R E N EW YO U R  
S U BSC R I P T I O N :  Com?,ete the form and return it w ith 
payment . P lease inc lude y our- four -dig i t  subscriber 
number- from the upper left corner of the mai l ing labe 1 .  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -------- - - - - - -------- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
"Cross -Ta l k" CONF I DENTIAL SUBSCRIBER INFORMATION FORM 

Mai l ing Name 
NOTE : We cannot mai l to "Occupant " o r  "Boxhol der"  

Mai l ing Address 

Ci t y  State 

Subscriber I 
i f  renewa l 

Zip 

[ ] One year "Cros s -Ta l k" subscri pt i on ( $2 4  / 12  i ssues } 
[ ]  Two yea r  "Cross -Ta l k" subscription ( $42  / 2 4  issues ) 
[ ] 

Mai l to : "Cros s -Ta l k" 
P . O .  Box 9 4 4  
Woodl and Hi l l s ,  CA 913 65 

HoM did you hear 
about •cross-Ta l k " ?  

( P l eas e make  check or money  order payab l e  to Kymberl eigh Ri chards . )  
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A WOR D TO WR I TERS AND ED I TORS:  
S O M E  S U G G E ST E D  G U I DEL I N E S  F O R  THE  T R ANSGENDER P R E S S  

by Dal1as Denny 

I 've fancied my se lf  a w r i t er ever s ince I was seven 
y ears o ld , when I found my se l f  marve l ing a t  the ta lent i t  
must t.akP to  m.ake the lines come out even o n  the 
r ight-hand s ide of the page . By the time I was a Junior m 
h igh scnoo l ,  I was  wr i t ing sc ience fict ion stones , which r 
two-finger t y pe d  and lo v ingly assemb led into a book 
wh ich I ga v e  t o  my 1 1 th ql'ade Engl ish teacher (and no , 

t1 116 1C Of CROSSDRESS ING . . .  cont <!. 
the da t e  .or y our b ir th  to categorize y our persona l v ibes . 
I ' l l  a l so  give  y ou y our best day o f  the week that y ou 'd 
probably fee l  more comfortable in y our femme attire , and 
jf y ou J il<eo to  tr.veo l , notjceo th. t I 've ,a lso hsted • c ity 
some-whe-re- in \he- wor1d wh"r" y ou m;9h\ f""l rigM a\ 
h ome in . 

{/)f,.c. 2 I - Jan. I 9) Rea listic sisters born between these 
d.at"s .  would prob.1b Jy eonjo'} weo.r ing l.apis 1.zuli S'et in 
he-avy mar casite- , or garn"\ in gold . Y our fun day of th" 
week is Saturday and if y ou ·re  ever in Oxford , England or 
Brusse ls , Belg ium , y ou may never wish to leave . 
CJan. 20 - /wJ. 18} The dete,-mined gir l of this t ime zone 
should o'W'n .at  le.s t one ring , br,acelet ,  or neock1.c" of 
sHvl!'r with s apphir l!' 9"ms or ame-thy st . Your b"st day of 
the week is a lso on S aturday . Someday y ou jus t have to 
visit Hamburg . Germany , or S alzburg , Austr ia . 
(N./;. /9 - M.v. 20) You spiritua l  babes should own some 
.aqu.m,arjne or turquoiu s"t in si lver . If y ou c.an eov1rr 
pur ehasl!' a p1a"cinum brac"le-\ , do ;\ \ Try 90in9 out mor l!' on 
a Thursday nigh t , and what run y ou 'd have in Alexandria , 
E gy pt ,  or  may b e  S eville , Spain ! 
rMv. 21 - Apr. /9) You . . .  the mistress-of-il lusion know 
.an .about di.amends , for Ws y our gem . You like- y our meot.al 
around y our nl!'ck to  b" he-avy like- gold and iron . Next 
Tuesday try be ing y our feminine-se lf, it may be a 
p leas an t  surpris e . Certainly , someday y ou must trave l t o  
F lorence , Ita ly , or  Marseilles , Franc e .  
{Apr. 20 - � 20) You eo.al"thy Hippir girls in .a n  y our 
jade- , are-n '\  y ou fe-e\ing high ? But don ' \  re-strict y ourse-1f 
to Just Jade , try emera lds too with copper jewe lry . And 
hey , y ou rule  the Friday night air , so don 't neglect it . 
Where are y ou going on y our next v acation ? May b e  
P.al1rrmo , Sp.ain . 
� 21 - � 20} For y o1J ,  th" gir l  on  th" 90 , we-ar 
Bery 1 or A lex an dr ine  set in ster l1ng silve,- And 1sn ·t it a 
funny thing about Wednesday , they 're perfect for y ou !  
And hey , when was the  last  time y ou visited S.-in 
Fr.nc isco ? You might  beo surpr iud with .n th" ,adv1rnture 
y ou ' d  find th"r e- .  
(Jtmr:, 2 f  - JtjfV 2Zl Yes 1 1 ! 1  W e  moonbabies a r e  the cute 
s issies in  our moonstone and pearls . If  we don 't wear 
s i lver . there ·s no  w ay we can get out on a MondalJ night . 
If y ou 're looking to tr.vel this y e.ar , try Amstli'rd.am , 

every thing d idn ' t  come out r ight- Just ified . I figu,-ed t ha t  
sol't of ta len t came only wi th  exper ience) 
I sp1mt most of the next summer c lo is ti;,red w1th a vmtaqP 
, 930's Woodstock manual tlj pewr iter I persuaded my 
mother to ouy a t  a thr ift shop (it cost e ight dol la,-s)  and 
hel' old high school ty ping book , which featured the 
Voodstock as a rep,-esentat ive mode l .  Thanks to  the  CJ 

Holland . Or for a rr!>al adve-nturl!' v isit Ne-w York C ity . 
(Jvf.r/ 23 - Aug. 2� I can see the fire in the ey es  o f  
these gir l s , adorned i n  a l l  that go ld  and br ight 
dazz lingruby stones . You ru le Sunday nights where a ll 
attention wl ll be on you .  Someday m y our life y ou need ta 
v isit Bombay , India or Bath , £ngland 1 

(Aug. 23 - Sept 2� Someone told me  a lot about y ou 
g1,- 1 s ,  that y ou are s t il l  vi,-g ins , my oh my . I couldn ' t  
be lieve that seeing y ou in  all  that Peridot and agate set in 
silver , I .. Isa know you 'vp been invading the Wednesday 
night atmospher-e .  'r'our romance is wai t ing for y ou m 
Par is , Fr-ance , or Holly wood , California . 
(Se.pt 23 - {kt 22} You gir-ls alway s seem to be 
cheerful and balanced wearing all y our opal and zircon . 
You .a lso love the fe"l of copper and know ho"' to 11.arty on 
a l=r idatJ night . Y�nna , Austria has a lot to offe-r , ,md 
Johannesburg ,  South Afr ica calls for y our justice . 
({kt. 23 - MJ v. 21) You are indeed a regenerated g ir l in 
y our ony x and malachite stones . There 's something about 
the touch of steel that y ou can 't eicp la in . But y ou qo out to 
rule the Tuesday night hptoeing scene . £ver-y thing seems 
to fall mto place for y ou .  New Q,-leans is where y ou gotta 
vis i t . 
(/(o v. 21 - OEv:. 20) The girls with a goa l '  Tha t 's what  

y ou are as y ou show off your topaz . Yau love  to we ar 
light jewelry like items made of hn . You too may find new 
found pleasures on a Thursday night . And if  y ou ever- plan 
a v a ca hon , try the infamous Cologne , Ger-many or 
Avignon. France . 

\lle-11 , dMI" readers , I hope this 1 ittle bit of infor-mat1on 
will be useful for y ou ,  or that y ou at least find  i t  
in teresting . As a student of many schoo ls  o f  thought , I ' l l  
t e l l  y ou that the  marve lous joy s t o  be  found by wear ing 
real gems , can help e levate your awareness of y our 
wor ld .  

HELP  • c■OS S -THLI: . liRDW ! ! ! 
ASK A FRIEND TO SUBSCR IBE 

RENEW V□UR SUBSCR IPT ION PROMPTLY 
ASK YOUR F' AVOR ITE STORE TO ADVERT ISE 

TEU OUR ADVERT ISERS YOU S A'y( THE IR AD HERE 
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