WHAT'S NEXT?
A SALGA Status Repont

by Voo

Like uther social and political organizations
of its size and scope, SALGA has been
though its inevitable cycles of frenzied aclivi-
ty and siouhful apathy. If the recent history of
the orzamization in the past few months is any
indication, we seem to be on a rather ener-
gelic upswing as more members are partici-
pating in the political work and social play
that holds the group together. | want to sum-
marize briefly some of the work that we have
done in the past few months and outtine ihe
projects that we are working on in the fumre.

LET'S TALK ABOUT
{(SAFER!} SEX, BABY!

Y vavid Syed

Knowledge does not automatically lead to
behavioral change. There are lots of factors
that mediate the translation of any knowledge
into behavior. In terms of *Safer Sex’ behav-
iors, the variables that have been shown to
impact on its translation into behavior include
self esieem, self efficacy, drug use. having
peer norm and peer supporl regarding safer
sex. and risk perception (do the individuals
see themselves at risk).

The Sioonewall 25 March on the United . -

Nations and the Pride-Usav Conference.
both held in June of this year, played a signif-
icant role in caulyzing SALGA out of a peri-
od of inactivity. The eupheria of being sur-
rosnded by other South Asian gueers from
around the country and the beld examplie of
Trikone's success as an invaluahle community
resource in San Francisco (and through its
magazine, around the world), incited several
SALGA members {o re-organize and re-prior-
itize the missions of the group. Our angry and
adamant respoase to the Federation of India
Association’s blunt denial of our right to
march in the India Day Parade affirmed our
commitment for recognition by the greater
South Asian community {despite the limited
rewards of marching through a larpely disin-
terested or hoslle crowd). 1t wasn't all work,
though: many SALGA members will not sooo
forget that memorable summer evening when
we dirty danced ar the bhangra concert in
Central Park much to the horror {or jealousy?)
of the hip young banjee mall rats and their
picnicking parents.

{ssues such as coming out 1o parents and deal-
ing with homophobia in the Scuth Asian com-
munity stil contivue to haunt many SALGA
mermbers. Our frusiration with the seemingly
infinite capacity for ignorance and hatred in
South Asian communities has lead us o begin
work on longer term educational projects
which aim 10 educare South Asian youth in
high schools and colleges about homophobia
and to provide information 1o our parents 1o
ease the process of aceepting their children’s
sexuality. By tapping into the well established
{continued on page 2}
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In thinking about my personal history and
through my association with various SALGA
membess, [ have come to realize that issues
such as suvicide, eating disorders. and unpro-
tected anal sex are quite common in cur com-
munity. Thovugh all these issues are very com-
plex and have no single causative factor, I am
ceriain that issues of low seif esteem do play
d par in them.

Risk perception is highly correlated with get-
ting tested for HIV: people who perceive
themsglves at high risk are often people who
get tested for HIV. Amongst my SALGA
cohunts, I de not know of anyone who gets
tested regularly. This is even more surprising
in light of the fact that going to public sex
places and getting drunk and picking up peo-
ple at bars are not infrequent occurrences
(continued on page 2)
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COMING QUT
AND OTHER CONT—VWPORARY
RITES OF PASSAGE

South Asian Amenican Sexuality in the Nineties

by Priyamvada-

Among my generaticn of South Asian
American twentysomethings, [ have been
hearing gremblings of discontent lately. As
the specire of marriage looms in our not-so-
distant future, more and more of us are realiz-
ing that we are not saiisfied with the options
accorded us in the heterosexual and “tradi-
tional” scheme of things.

Most of our families wauld prefer us to marry
someone of the opposite sex. and of a similar
ethnic, religious, and economic background,
by our mid-twenties at the latest. Some of us,
both queer and straight, have formulated
aliernate ideologies toward not only marriage
as an institurion, but also toward our sexuali-
ties in general. Some pf us simply do not
beligve in marriage, like we do not believe in
organized religion. while others wish to mamry
other than the choices offered 1 us by our
parents in Lthe “modem™ arranged marriage.

I consider myself falling into both of these
categories, kn this era of sperm donors.
increasing gender-parity in the job market,
and extended notiuns of guardianship. women
certainiy do not need a maditional, heterosex-
nal marmiage in order to survive financially
and culturally. And, 1 cenainly do not want
my opiicns limited to any oné gender, race,
religion, or ciass.

However, as many of us South Asiao
Americans are realizing. there is a dear prnice
to pay for transgressing norms of a cultural
institution like marriage. Parents and other
family members may be willing 1o accommo-
date the desires of their children, but only to a
degree. Cerlainly, their racism. classism, and
homophobiz become painfully ubvious when
it is in regards to their own children. Some
paren(s might be able to tolerate @ white per-
son marrying their child, but rareiy have 1
seenl Sputh Asian parents whole-heartedly
accepting other Pevple of Coler, such as
African Americans vr Lalinus, into the family.

And I have only heard of a handfl of South
Asian families that would accept their
{continued on page 2)



WHAT’S NEXT? (continued)

resources of Parents and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays (P-FLAG), we hope to develop cul-
turally specific brechures and support net-
works for our parents. The Hetrick Martin
Institute (HMI) for Gay and Lesbian Youth
has offered to train SALGA members to do
presentations at high schools in fargely South
Asian areas such as Queens. We have also
been invited by gay or South Asian groups at
colleges o discuss the problems and issues
involved in being lesbian or gay and South
Asian.

There is clearly much work that remains to be
done before our presence in the South Asian
community is accepted. With some persever-
ance, planning, and work, that time might
come a little sooner.

If you're interested in participating in any
SALGA projects, vou can leave your name
and number on our voice mail line or aftend
our monthly general meetings ar the Center.

LET'S TALK {continued)

amongst members of our community. Both of
these activities increase the chances of having
unsafe sex.

1 also believe that in order to facilitate a can-
did discussion of safer sex the people
involved should be made to feel supported
and not judged. Yet, when one SALGA mem-
ber found out about another’s unsafe sexual
encounter, his response was, “I can’t believe
you would do this, even after you kmow bet-
ter. If you do anything like this again just
don’t tell me. I don't want to know” Antitudes
such as these need to be reconsidered as they
impede the creation of an atmosphere in
which people can bring to fore their concems
regarding safer sex.

I have no reason to believe that my view of
the SALGA membership differs in any signif-
icant way from that of the rest of the group.
Yet, I do not sense a pressing desire amongst
the group to discuss issues relating to safer
sex. | wonder whether it is because this need
is met through some other communities that
we access. But { think there are so many
issues that come into play in safer sex that are
specific to our South Asian identiiies that a
discussion in SALGA on this topic would yet
be productive.

SALGA will be organizing a discussion based
on the issues raised in this article at our next
meeting on November 12,

COMING OUT (continued)

children marrying or becoming committed to
someone of the same gender. As a South Asian
American lesbian, | see myself as eventually
finding someone to share my life, and nine
chances out of ten, I am sure that someone will
be another woman.

In the face of our families’ initial homophaobia.
many gay. lesbian, and bisexual South Asian
Americans have had to search out other means
of support and nurturance in our lives. We have
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“ networks of ‘created’
families have often been
the key to our survival ”

There will be no December issue of
the SALGA newsletter. Look out for

a special double issue in January!
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forged wonderful communities in urban areas
with a thriving gay and lesbian scene, as in
New York City where I currently live. In many
cases, such networks of “created” families
have often been the key to our survival,

By “coming out,” or publicly declaring their
sexuality, some of my South Asian American
friends have lost the emotional and financial
support of their parents and the family net-
work. Many have gone for years literally with-
out speaking to anyone in their family, and
have endured economic hardships of finding
new homes and prematurely ending their
schooling, among other things. For those who
had depended on a student visa to remain in
the United States, and who are not legally
allowed to work anyway, they have had the
choice either to return to their country of origin
or to find under-the-counter jobs as undocu-
mented citizens.

Faced with these weighty choices, many Scuth
Asian Americans choose not to come out. I, for
instance, did not ¢come out t0 my parents for
two years. After receiving my depree and
becoming financially independent, however, I
decided that there was no reason to continue
living a life of secrecy and subversion.

In addition, despite my proteslations, my par-
enis had been actively pursuing the perfect
“modern™ arranged marriage for me. After my
first appointment with a prospective husband,
who was actually quite nice, I realized they
were exiremely invested in the process.
Though these “modern™ arranged marriages
work very well for some. I simply did not see
it as a feasible option for my future. I had had
a girlfriend for over a year, and cerlainly could
never envision myself marrying a man, or
even marrying.

My parenis’ pushing the card of marriage
therefore  le c¢ " 1g out to them an urgent
necessity. 1 could no longer use the excuse
that they were being premature (“Mom, wait
tll after coliege!"}. Coupled with my increas-
ing visibility in gay and lesbhian activism, 1
was left with no other choice but 1o tell them.

After explaining to them that I seriously
wished to pursue other options heyond the
“modern” arranged marriage, I finally felt in
control of my life. Also, 1 was sare I could
now have a more open and mature relation-
ship with my family. In time, my parents will
learn to respect my decisions, especially as
they see other South Asian Americans making
similar, non-traditional, choices with their
lives.

Certainly, the more South Asian Americans
there are out there, who openly assert their
desire for sexualities beyond the traditional,
heterosexual norm, the easier it will become
to take owvr rightful place within the greater
community of South Asians. Indeed, with the
increasing diversity of young peoples in the
United States and their ever-broadening
options, it may mean the very survival and
strength of South Asian American family net-
works to accept all of those it now shuns.
Otherwise, we risk dividing our families, and
therefore seriously weakening one of our few
sources Of support and power in the United
Stawes.

This article will alse appear in the December
issue of Masala magazine.

Sexy SALGA T-shirts for Sale!

fashionable,
damn cheap, and
featured in
The New York
Times!

SALGA t-shirts are still available
for $10 at all our meetings
and socials.







SALGA
CALENDAR

Saturday, November 12,4 - 6 p.m.

SALGA General Meeting & Social

Lesbian & Gay Community Services Center
208 W. 13th. St. {bctween 7ih. & 8ih. Ave.)

Cur monthly meeting and chill-out ime at the Cemer.
This month, we'te going (o ralk abaut saler sex,
focussing on the issucs that confront us as South Asian
leshians and gay men. 3 suggesied donation.

Sunday, November 13, 2:00 p.m.

¢World Cligue? Queer Festivals Go Global

Anthology Fitm Archives
32 2nd. Ave, (a1 Z2nd. 54.)

Mix %4, the New York Lesbian and Gay Experimental
Filmy/Video Festival will be conducling a pangl discus-
sion on queer film festivals arcund Lhe world.
Panicipants include Trikone member, Hima B, who
wi)l discuss her work in organizing the queer flm fes-
tival in India.

Call 212-807-8258 for more information. Free,

Wednesday, November 16,5 —7:30 p.m.

Forum and Speak-Qut for the Lesbians of
Color Project
Lesbian & Guy Community Services Center

SALGA is a co-sponsor of the National Center for
Lesbian Rights™ Leshians of Color Froject. $3 snggest-
ed donation. Call 212-343-9389 for more information,

Wednesday. November 30, 8:00 p.m.

Unhinging

Judith Anderson Theater

422 W, 42nd. S1. (between Sth, & 10th. Ave)
212-501-21906

SALGA member Gita Reddy acts in Unhinging
SALGA has reserved a block of tickets ($10) for this
show! i you're inlerested in attending, leave your
nume and phone number on the voice mail Lne.

Saturday, December 10,9 p.m.—1 a.m.

SALGA Diwali Party
Lesbian & Gay Community Scrvices Center

This will be in place of onur regularly scheduled
SALGA general mecling in December.
Sce inside ad for more information about the party.

For up to date information about all
SALGA events, meeting times, and
locarions, please call our voice mail
line at 212-909-9081.

CLUB & BAR
GUIDE

The following bars and ciubs are frequented
by South Asian lesbians and gay men.

Bars

The Break

232 Rth. Ave.
212-627-0072

Friend's Tavern

78-11 Roosevelt Ave., Jacksan Heights.
T18-357-7256

Uncle Charlie’s

56 Greenwich Ave.
212-255-8787

Wonder Bar

SO5E. oth. Si.
227719105

Clubs

Clit Club

432W. 14th. St. 212-529-3304)
Friday, $5 (women only).

Club 58,

40 E_ 58Lh. 1. 212-308-1546
Sarurday. $7.

Crowbar

J39E. 10th, S1. 2124200670
Friday, $3 (80"s pop music); Saiurday. free.

Hatfield's

126-10 Queen™s Blvd., Kew Gardens.
718-261-8484
Wednesday. free & Saturday, $5.

The Monster

B0 Grove St 212-924-3558
Friday and Saturday. $5.

Sooend Factery Bar

12 W, 21st. S1. 212.206-7770
Friday. $12.

COMMUNITY
RESOURCES

Asian American Legal Defense
and Education Fund

Free confidental legal consohation
woncerming inimigralion Highty, anti- Asian
vivlence, ete. For an appoiniment,

call 212-966-5932.

Asian/Facitic Islander Coalition
on HIV/AIDS (APICHA)

212-349-32593

Committea Against Anti-Asian Violence
{CAAAY)

An arganization commitied to combalting racist
violence and police brulality.

21 2-473-6485

Gay and Lesbian Alliance
Against Defamation {GLAAD)

212-807-1700

Gay Men's Heaith Crisis (GMHC)

212-807-6664; for GMHC Safer Sex Workshops, call
212-807-5655.

Lesbian and Gay Community
Services Center

208 W. 1%h. St. at 7th. Ave.
212-620-7310

Lesbian and Gay immigration
and Asylum Task Force

Meels 3rd. Monday of cvery month
at the Center.
212-995-858%

Sakhi for South Asian Women

ANY based organization committed 10 ending
violence against women of South Asian origin.

212-695-3447

South Asian AIDS Action {SAAA)
212-239-1451 6126

YAAR

A South Asian civil ights organization fighting racism
and discrimination.

212-BB6-1831

The South Asian Leshian and Gay Associauon (SALGA) is a soctal and political group for leshians, bisexuals. and gay men who wace their descent from countrics such as
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burma, Guyanu, lndia, Kenya, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, South Africa. Tibet, Trinidad & Tobago, and Uganda. Our mectings are upen 1o
South Asians only: all arc welcome 1o our social events. Our monthly meelngs are beld on the second Saiwrday of every month at the Lesbian and Gay Community Center

from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
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