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USPS Sex Policy May Cover TGs

On November twentieth 1995 ICTLEP received a
fax of “NAPS™ Vol 47 #16 with an article, a portion
of which reads as follows:

The US Postal Service has completed a new
policy that prohibits diserimination in the postal
workplace based on sexual orientation or identity.
Postmaster General Marvin Runyon issue d the fol-
The Postal Ser-
vice is committed to ensuring a \\nrkpl;l('(' that is

lowing statement about the policy: “

free of discrimination and to fostering a climate in
which all employees may participate, contribute and
grow to their fullest. We recognize and value our di-
verse workforce and are committed to fair treat-
ment of all employees.

“Harassment and disparate treatment based on
actual or perceived sexual orientation or identity
will not be permitted or condoned in the Postal Ser-
vice. This policy does not alter current standards of
All Postal

Service employees have the responsibility to sup-

conduct and dress [or e wstal t'1n|ﬂn}t'm.

port this |)c:l|t')' and to take .Lppm|u'idt<‘ steps to en-
sure a workplace free of discrimination against any
person based on his or her sexual orientation or

identity.” [emphasis ours]

Upon receiving the fax, ICTLEP Executive Di-
rector, Phyllis Randolph Frye, offered the following
observations: “I believe that the ‘or identity’ lan-
guage along with the ‘or perceived’ language was
probably designed to cover the transgender commu-
nity. I believe this even more because of the care
that was taken to mention that dress standards were
not altered.

“While ICTLEP cannot take credit for this
policy, we do hope to honor the person or persons
who did. ICTLEP began to educate the community
in 1991 about the dismal state of transgender law, to
design strategies for progressive change, and to pro-
vide tools for transgendered people to work on their
own for legal change. In 1991, there was a lot going
on in the transgender community, but there was a
vacuum with respect to !';III.\I_{('II(I(‘T law.

“Employment Policy has been in the ICTLEP
name and focus since it began. While we're not the
only organization in the the movement for transgen-
der employment protection, ICTLEP has been and
remains one of the leaders in the :-.tmg'_{h .

Another Boston Transsexual Murdered

by Nancy Nangeroni

Following the May 15 strangulation-stabbing of
Deborah Forte in Haverill, Mass., another Boston-
area transsexual, Chanel Pickett, 23, was strangled
to death in nearby Watertown, Mass., early on the
morning of November 20, 1995. Arrested in the
case was William C. Palmer, 34, a manager of com-
puter programming for Unisys in Somerville,
Pickett was found dead in Palmer’s room around
1:00 PM, about eight hours after the murder oc-
curred. Palmer’s attorney called the police.

Palmer is reputed to be an admirer of pre-op
transsexuals who frequented the Playland, one of
Boston's two transsexual pick-up bars. On the
19, Palmer drove Pickett and
her twin transsexual sister Gabrielle to their

evening ol November

Chelsea apartment, staying for about 90 minutes to
drink, and do cocaine he had purchased near the
|’|.1}|.m(|. Palmer .ll'l'(l.‘lT‘l'lt”_\‘ .|lh~m|1tt-t] to In-rm.uln-
the twins to participate in a three-way tryst. Only

Chanel packed an bag and went home with him. Ac-
cording to Gabrielle, Chanel did not regard Palmer
as a trick, but as a potential relationship partner.

Palmer’s roommates stated he and Pickett spent
five hours in Palmer’s room, during which time an
argument broke out. The roommates knocked on
the door, but were assured everything was all right.
Shortly therealter, the conflict escalated and Pickett
was strangled to death.

Despite admitting his guilt, Palmer entered a
“Not Guilty” plea in Waltham District Court, basing
his defense on grounds he was unaware Picket was
“a he,” and that this discovery led directly to her
strangulation. Buttressing Palmer’s claim of igno-
rance, defense attorney Walter B. Prince, «!mzlml in
the Boston Globe, branded allegations “absurd™ that
Palmer dated transsexuals or knew Pickett had male
genitals. He said, “We have it on pretty solid ground

that any accusations of that nature are certainly false

continued on page 6
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&) Chapter & Affiliate Information #;

Chapters

Delaware

Wilmington, Delaware: mects
second Saturday of each month. Write
for info to: PO Box 5656, Wilmington,
DE 19808.

New !ersex

South Jersey/Shore Area: Chap-
ter operations have been suspended
pending the location of a new meeting
site. Call 610-975-9119 for info.

Pennsylvania

Greater Philadelphia: Write Re-
naissance GPC, 987 Old Eagle School
Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087,
Meets third Saturday of the month in
King of Prussia. Doors open 8 pm all
vear round. Call 610-975-9119 for in-
formation.

Lower Susquehanna Valley:
Write Renaissance LSV, Box 2122
Harrisburg, PA 17105. Meets on the
first Saturday of the month. Call 717-
780-1LSV (780-1578) for location and
meeting times.

Affiliates
California
Orange County: Powder Puffs of

California, PO Box 1088, Yorba Linda,
CA92686, or email to <ppoc@aol.com>

Connecticut

Bridgeport/New Haven:
connecticuTView, ¢/o Denise Mason,
PO Box 2281, Devon, CT 06460,
Monthly newsletter and activities.

Georgia

Atlanta: The American Educational
Gender Information Service (AEGIS),
PO Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033-
0724 or call 404-939-0244, or email to
<aegis@mindspring.com>. Informa-
tion resources & referrals.

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender Explora-
tions (A.G.E.), PO Box 77562, Atlanta,
GA 30357, 404-939-2128.

Illinois

Chicago: The Chicago Gender So-
ciety, PO Box 575005, Chicago, 11.
60657, T08-T49-1202.

Louisiana

New Orleans: The Gulf Gender
Alliance, PO Box 870213, New Or-
leans, LA 70187-1300.

Maryland
An affiliate is forming in the
Baltimore area. Write Tran®Quility,

/o Colleen \-

Baltimore, MD, 21218-3912.

New Jersey
N. Central Jersey: Monmouthy/
Ocean Trans Gender, (MOTG), write
PO Box 5243, Red Bank, NJ 07701 or
call 908-219-9094.

New York

Manhattan: Metropolitan Gender
Network (MGN), write 561 Hudson
St.. Box 45, New York, NY 10014, or
call 201-794-1665, Ext. 332,

Long Island: New York GIRL &
Partners, PO Box 456, Centereach, NY
11720, Call 516-732-5115 for info.

Long Island: Long Island Femme
Expression (LIFE), PO Box 3015,
Lake Ronkonkoma, NY 11779-0147.

Oklahoma

Central Oklahoma: Sooner Diver-
sity, part of the Central Oklahoma
']‘r;msgvn(]l'r Alliance (COTA). Con-

tact, Rachel - P.O. Box 575,

Norman, OK 73070.

Pennsylvania

Lehigh Valley/Pocono area:
Northeastern Pa. Transgender Alli-
ance, NEPTCGA, meetings on the sec-
ond S;mu'(lu_\' of the month in the
Allentown area. Call for directions and
more information, 610-821-2955,
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© 1995, Renaissance Education Asso-
ciation, Inc., 987 Old Eagle School
Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087.
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Local Calendar
January
6  Ren. LSV meeting
13 Ren. South Jersey-suspended
13 Ren. Delaware
13 NEPTGA, Allentown
20 Ren. GPC
27 Balto. Affiliate

February
3  Ren. LSV meeting
0 Ren. South Jersey-suspended
10 Ren. Delaware
10 NEPTGA, Allentown
17 Ren. GPC
24 Balto. Affiliate



Oh, what a year! We found out that
Tom Cruise dressed up when he was
twelve. Howard Stern dressed up for
his new book, and RuPaul signed con-
tracts to dress up ads for M.A.C. Cos-
metics and Bailey’ Irish Cream.
Charles Busch did his first acting role
in male attire. Wesley Snipes and
Patrick Swayze did their first acting
in dresses (as far as we know) and the
costumes from Priscilla Queen of
The Desert, which went way beyond
simple dresses, picked up an Oscar.
Yes it was a year fraught with drag hap-
penings. Let’s hope the trend contin-
ues and we get even more good trans-
gender films and exposure in 1996.
Now, look out..... here comes my first
column of the year.

Return of The “Sex Change Cop”

Janet Aiello seems to be doing all
she can to provoke the Hoboken Police
department. New York’s Channel 11
reported Aiello was called in for a dis-
ciplinary hearing. Her attorney used
the occasion to maintain the depart-
ment was watching every little move
she made and would essentially hound
her into an early retirement, since she
makes the big macho cops uncomfort-
able. Now that’s an easy position for
us, as members of the transgender

community, to sympathize with. How-
ever, every report | have seen about
Lt. Aiello indicates that she has not
tried to cooperate with the department
at all. The hearing on December first
took place because she went on an
eight month leave of absence and
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never responded to the Chief of
Police’s request for her to meet with
him and let him know when she was
coming back to work. Refusing to do
that sounds a little like insubordination
to me, and possibly, a way to generate
a hefty lawsuit and pick up a little
spare change.

Whatever Aiello’s hidden agenda
may be, it’s nice to note that Channel
11 was politically correct throughout
its report and used the proper pronoun
when they referred to Aiello. Aiello’s
mother talked on camera about how
she supported her “daughter” in every-
thing. Apparently Aiello was more
communicative with her mother than
she was with her employer. In any
case, good luck Janet. A girl does have
to eat and pay the rent.

Look At The Hooters On
That Guy

The oh so tasteful restaurant chain,
Hooters (it's not called that cause owls
live in the kitchen) is being hassled by
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission to hire male wait staff.
The EEOC’s position being that Hoot-
ers is discriminating against qualified
men who need a job and are kept out
of work because of the female only hir-
ing policy. I say they should hire men.
Oh, not like the guy in the ads Hooters
has been running to win their case in
the court of public opinion. (Jessica
Brandon sent me a story from the
newspaper and I even saw a billboard
with a photo of the “Hooters Man.” He
looks a little like Tom Selleck and is

wearing a wig, mustache, Hooters Girl
costume and simpering a bit. Of
course, he looks ridiculous, and 1
wouldn’t want to order a burger off of
him.) What I contemplate is a method
whereby Hooters could satisfy the
technical letter of the law and do a
pll')li(‘ service to the tl‘uusg('n(l(‘r com-
munity. They should hire transgen-
dered Hooters Girls. Many of us have
the necessary equipment for the job
and need the money to maintain that
equipment. If Hooters could offer a
great health plan that covered a girl's
endocrinology bills, and maybe, after a
few years as part of the “male” wait
staff, covered transition costs, I'm sure
they'd have no trouble at all filling out
their employment roster. It wouldn't
be quite what the government had in
mind but I think it’s a great idea. Why
don’t we all at least send our photos to
Hooters and offer them this solution to
their dilemma? I know they're gonna
thank us for it. Maybe we can get free

food coupons!

Here She Is...

Gentle readers, 'tis the season for
pageantry and spectacle. Female Im-
personator beauty contests have been
going strong as an outlet for gay Cross-
dressers with a yen for glamour and
this year is no exception. Back in De-
cember I witnessed the Miss Bucks
County, Miss New Hope Female
Impersonator U.S.of A. Pageant
1996 (what'’s up with these long
titles?) at the local fire hall in New
Hope, Pennsylvania. Monica Rey, the
Queen of New Hope, was co-MC
along with an entertaining lady called
Harmonica Sunbeam. | cheered the
winner, of the Miss Bucks portion,
Cherry Pie. (I was seated at a table
with her boyfriend, so I had to cheer)
All of the girls performed flawlessly in
their talent competition, but Miss Pie

took us to Broadway with a production
number from The Kiss of The Spider
Woman. The only thing that came
close was Joy’s rendition of a number
from The Best Little Whorehouse In
Texas, featuring a full line up of happy
go lucky prostitutes (even a GG) and

continued next page



News Beat...

dancing cowboy Johns. (Oh, those
country folk know how to have a good
time.) That, along with her other at-
tributes brought Joy the Miss New
Hope title. Jody Lynn was appointed
First Alternate.

The Grande Dame of New Hope,
Mother Capalucci (one of the oldest
drag queens I know) presented the
Daneé Russo Miss Congeniality
Award, so named in honor of Daneé
Russo, a longtime member of the New
Hope scene who recently passed away.
There were special performances by
past winners and the emcees. After-
wards we all hurried off to The Cart-
wheel for the pageant after party.

All of the winners will participate in
the Miss Liberty State U.S.of A.
Pennsylvania Pageant, March 29th
and 30th at the Doubletree Hotel in
Center City Philadelphia. (Site of the
1993 IFGE Convention.) The extra
entertainment is a little more high-
powered, to go with the upscale venue.
The special guest is RuPaul. Gee, if
someone planned ahead, maybe we
could have a Renaissance table at the
event. Anyone wanting more informa-
tion on the pageant just past or the
March event may contact the pro-
moter, producer and director, Rick

Crosby at 215-.

«..But Before That

You'll have another chance to glam
up in February when they hold The
Second Annual Miss Northern
States U.S. of A. Pageant on the
10th, at the Warwick Hotel. The fes-
tivities begin at six thirty in the evening
with a VIP reception hosted by Miss
Northern States 1995, Kierra, and
Maya Douglas, Miss U.S. of A. 1995.
General admission ticket holders are
let in at 7PM and the show starts at
eight. Miss Northern States is a pre-
liminary pageant that sends the winner
and runner-up to the U.S.of A. Na-
tional Competition. A portion of the
proceeds will be donated to People
Living With AIDS. For ticket informa-
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tion and reservations, call 215-232-
2391 or 215-735-6114.
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cooA“d A“er Tlmt

You are cordially invited by
H.M.LS.M. Empress IX Philomena
of Faith, Hope and Cartier, and
The Imperial Court of New York to
buy yet another formal gown and at-
tend the Tenth Annual Night of A
Thousand Gowns. This is a must for
those seriously addicted to glamour.
There really will be a thousand gowns,
give or take five hundred. It happens
Saturday April 20th, 1996 at the
Sheraton New York Hotel on Seventh
Avenue at 52nd Street in New York
City. Tickets are a bit pricey but if
you've got the spare change it is a glit-
tering evening. For more information
call: H.M.LS.M. Empress Philomena,
212 ., Thom Hansen, Presi-
dent ICNY 212} o Enmpress
VI1 Coco La Chine, '2.1'2-
Imagine that, you can get the Empress
on the phone just like any other per-
son. If the thought of Lt"\mu to royalty
is too much, try writing to: Impe -rial
Court of New York, 61 East Sth Street,
No.149, New York, NY 10003. Keep
an eye open for me. I'll probably be
sitting in the lobby watching everyone
come in. I've never been able to afford
a ticket so why should '96 be different?

their gender identity...”

This means that both MtF and FtM
individuals are welcome at Female
Trouble. So, if you enjoy that kind of
trouble, why not give them a call. The
number is 215-732-6898.

Another Type of TG Trouble

It seems that one segment of society
appreciates transsexuals. Unfortu-
nately, it's the criminal segment. A
number of eriminals have caught on to
the fact that when someone transitions
they leave an old identity just hanging
around, collecting dust. Those old
identities have credit histories and the
crooks use them to obtain new credit

cards. Be a smart gender-swapper and
take a tip from Miss Gruff, the trans-
gender crime dog, actually, several
tips. Make sure your Cre it Bureau In-
formation is ¢ h.mp,l «l. Notify all your
creditors, current and past that you
have changed your name and give
them specific orders to never issue
cards, information or mailings in your
old name. Be sure to keep a certified
copy of your name change paperwork
in a safe place, like a safe deposit box,
and just to be sure, carry a copy with
you at all times in case you have to
prove that while you may be a brand
NEW person, no one ¢ Ise is entitled to
make nefarious use of the “old” you.

Whip Me, Beat Me,
Buy Me A Leather Bra

Be a Writer, Or Just
Look Like One

The female-only S/M club in Phila-
delphia, Female Trouble (I love that
name) made a major decision that af-
fects those in the transgender commu-
nity who enjoy sadism and masochism,
as lhv\ wrestle with gender issues. Af-
ter deh.mm, for nine months, about
whether or not they should admit
transgendered members, the group fi-
nally reached this decision: “Member-
ship is open to all women over the age
ol 18 who have a legitimate interest in
S/M play with other women... Female
Trouble recognizes that gender iden-
tity for some of us is fixed, and (for)
others fluid. To that end, membership
is extended to those who self-identify
as women, and to those who have been
raised as female but are now exploring

Don't spend your life in obscurity.
If you've read a book you know would
In- of interest to the trunsg&*ndt-r com-
munity, or viewed a video that tells it
like it is, write us a review for Book
Nook. The Book Nook Babe needs
more stuff to watch and read, so do
your part and type up a short review
(please) and send the hard copy or
floppy disk to our Editorial Office, /o
Renaissance, PO Box 530, Bensalem,
PA 19020. See ya in print.

New Leaders Take The Reins

Congratulations to all new Chapter
Leaders and officers. If you send us a

chapter press release with everyone's
name and title, we'll publish it so the
whole Renaissance organization will



know who you are. If you have good
photos of the new ch apter team send
those as well. Get evervthing to the
Editorial Office by the middle of Janu-
ary and look for yourselves in the Feb-
ruary issue. My, that’s the Swimsuit Is-
sue. How time flies when you're
grinding out twelve newsletters a vear.
We got a good response to our swim-
suit requests so several bathing beau-
ties will brighten your day in February.

Many thanks to Linda Chenowith
who led the National Board of Direc-
tors in 1995. She is the first genetic fe-
male to lead a national transgender or-
ganization and she did a great job.
Stepping into her power pumps for
1996 is someone who has prior experi-
ence in the job, Angela Gardner (hey,
that's me!). My focus for 1996 will be
the streamlining of our organization.
Sometimes people who come to Re-
naissance for help with gender issues
end up falling through the cracks. It’s
sometimes difficult to maintain a high
level of commitment in an all-volun-
teer organization (no one at Renais-
sance is paid for their work). So, while
we do our best, when we fail to help
someone and they disappear, we know
we could have done a better job. I'll
will be working on plugging up the
cracks and making sure that everyone
who comes to us is properly served
because, “The transgendered customer
is always right.”

A Loan To The Library

The Renaissance National Library
could use your help. If you are in the
Greater Philade Iphia area and would
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like to donate some time to help get
the library more user-friendly contact
the l.llll‘ll'\ Boss Lady, Lee Etscovitz
at the national office or by email
G oicenct.com> and see what
kind of filing and organization she
needs to have done. If you are not in
the area and would still like to help out
the Library, consider donating a book
or giving us a donation to purchase a
book. Talk to Lee about what she
would like to add to the Library.

What The Heck Do You Think?

This newsletter is your window on
the transgender community. For some
people, it is their only contact with
others like themselves. For others, it is
a few pieces of paper they get in the
mail and glance at now and then.
Whatever purpose the newsletter
serves for you, we'd like to know about
it. Without feedback on how we're do-

ing, we can't :ulapt to serve your needs.

Write us a letter, send us email, throw
a rock with a note through the Edito-
rial Office window, but let us know if
vou like something, don’t like some-
thing or wonder what the heck we
meant by that. All the contact info is
on Page 2

Casting Call

Ok girls, here’s a chance for all of
you transgendered Norma Desmond’s
and Marilyn Monroe’s to take a shot at
stardom. A feature film (untitled so
far) is going to shoot in New York City
this coming Spring. Bambie Sente
Casting has the task of finding four
transgendered actresses for principal

roles. That's what those of us in the
business call “a speaking part” or, “Oh
Boy! Big Bucks!” Of course, since |
heard about it first, I've already sent
my picture and resume but there are
four parts available so there’s plenty of
room for all of us.

The breakdown is as follows: One
she-male/pre-op TS, forty vears old,
and preferably African/American. One
MtF, TS, Iurh years old. One MtF/an-
drogynous TG, 18 to 25 years old. One
MLFE, thirty to forty years old, of the
Asian persuasion. T hose who know me
will attest that I am not suited for
either the Asian or African-American
parts but, maybe with a little coach-
ing... Nah, I'll be satisfied with the
other older part. (I can’t play 18 to 25
either.) If you have acting ability, expe-
rience and commitment, send your
photo and resume to Bambie Sente
Casting, 48 Eight Ave., Suite 224, New
York, NY 10014, The breakdown says
“Serious answer only” at the bottom.
So, don’t be a dilettante, be a pro.
Make sure your phone number is on
your picture and don’t send anything
kmlq or naughty.

That's it for another sparkling col-
umn of news you can use, and abuse.
Keep those cards and letters coming
and auf weidersehen my little muffins.

)

215-788-2857

Morty & Marlene Silverstein
Neil & Cheryl Gervon

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 « Tue. - Wed. -

Ballow's Sthoes Tunc.

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths
and Hard to Fit Sizes
Private Fitting If Desired

308 Mill Street
Bristol, PA 19007

Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30

SELMA BLAKER

Wig Service Shop

Specializing in the Sales and Service
of all Human & Synthetic Pieces

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat.

609-428-8448

Barclay Towers




TS Murder...

and out of character for a gentleman
who has lived the normal upstanding
life that he has. He has worked every
day of his life since high school and has
deep roots in the community.” Prince
was further quoted in the Boston Her-
ald as stating, “clearly [there] was a
horrendous fight that occurred, and
my client [Palmer] received multiple
bruises and bites from this assailant.”
Prince did not address whether the
bruises Palmer suffered might have
been incurred while the victim
struggled for her life.

Palmer’s assertion of ignorance was
refuted by patrons of the Playland in
the strongest possible terms, including
Gabrielle Pickett, the dead girl's sister.
Typical of comments were those of one
transvestite patron, who declared,
“[Palmer] had approached me one
time. He asked me if 1 had real
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breasts. I said, ‘No, because I'm not a
pre-op.” That's when he seemed to lose
interest.” Another patron, 30-year old
transsexual Toyaer Shearrion, who
dated Palmer four times, stated, “He
knew what he was doing. He loves
them [transsexuals].”

Prosecuting Assistant District Attor-
ney Thomas OReilly reputedly ac-
u‘pte(l Palmer’s l)l(‘.l of initial igno-
rance of Pickett's gender. However,
according to newspaper accounts at
the bail hearing, O'Reilly quoted
Palmer as declaring to the dead
woman, just hours before he strangled
her, “You're the best-looking pre-op
transsexual I've ever seen.”

In the words of Toyaer Shearrion,
Chanel was “a beautiful person. She
was always there for you if you needed
something.” As with Brandon Teena
and Deborah Forte, the Transexual
Menace and friends will hold a Memo-
rial Vigil on the opening day of the
murder trial.
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Editorial Comments by
Ms. Nangeroni

Chanel Pickett had been fired by
NYNEX last February, after defending
herself against a co-worker’s harass-
ment. Currently, there is no legal re-
course for transsexual persons who are
fired from their jobs for reason of their
gender, and honest transgender folks
are rarely hired. Chanel turned to sex
work to save money for surgery and
medical needs. It is fair to ask if
Chanel would be alive today had
NYNEX supported her instead of join-
ing with the worker who harassed her
and firing her. The Employment Non-
Discrimination Act (ENDA) will, if
amended as planned, provide legal re-
course in these situations, securing for
transgender folks the right to work
without harassment for their gender.
Unfortunately, ENDA is not yet law.

3

Labels: Who Needs 'Em?

by Jessica Brandon

After reading Rache! [N s
rather interesting piece on gender ter-
minology, I felt compelled to add my
five cents (factoring inflation) because
it amazes me how so many terms for
transgendexgd people have cropped up
over the last several years, like roaches
crawling out of the woodwork. Jeez
Louise! This community has more la-
bels for it's members than items on a
Chinese take-out menu!

So, I come to you with this question
regarding terminology, please forgive
me if I sound Forrest-Gump-stupid
when I ask this, but—Why?

When I started wearing women’s
clothing at the tender age of 14, I had
no label to attach to what I was doing,
It was ten long, frustrating years be-
fore I finally stumbled onto an issue of
Penthouse Forum which featured the
magic word right on the cover—
CROSSDRESSING! Seeing this, 1
said to myself: “So that's what it's
called!” Later on, I learned the other
word, transvestite, which I didn’t par-

ticularly care for then and don’t now.

In the good ol’ days, I was content
with just those two terms, thinking that
was all there was. Then I entered the
wide, wonderful world of the transgen-
dered community and things suddenly
became somewhat confused. All of a
sudden, I learned there were hetero-
sexual crossdressers (or transvestites),
homosexual crossdressers (or transves-
tites), transsexuals, drag queens,
female impersonators, androgynes,
transgendered, bi-gendered, cross-
gendered, etc., etc., etc. More labels
than you can shake a WonderBra at!

Okay, okay! Before someone gets
their panties in a bunch, I know full
well that our community is incredibly
multi-faceted, made up of all sorts of
different people, each laying claim to a
specific term, and, in some cases,
protecting it with ferocious fervor, but
where does the labeling end?

When I came out of the closet in
1991, I was already safe and secure in
the knowledge of who and what I was,
without the benefit of therapy, which

might be viewed by some as a minor
miracle. (It didn’t hurt that 1 didn't
suffer from gender dysphoria.)

But what about today’s newcomers?
To enter this community and be bar-
raged by all these terms, not to men-
tion the lack of knowledge regarding
the division of sex and gender certainly
won't help ease a newcomer’s bewil-
derment over her own identity. In my
position as a local outreach representa-
tive, I try to de-emphasize the impor-
tance of labels, especially to someone
who might be unsure as to what they
are in the first place. I think it's crucial
for a person to decide on their own
just who and what they are, minus
outside influences.

As for me, whenever anyone asks
what I am, I look them straight in the
eve and tell them I'm a Democrat.
That’s a hell of a lot simpler than
“African-American, Heterosexual, Re-
tired Military Crossdresser.” Beyond
that, the nnh other label I'll answer to,
the one label that should count the
most in the hearts and minds of all of
us, is this one... Human Being.
Nothing more, nothing less. 5
Think about it, people. é
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PARADISCe N

May 16-19, 1996 & Sept. 19-22, 1996. Come and enjoy a relaxing weekend at a private resort where
your security, enjoyment and comfort are of primary concern. We've been producing this event for over 10
years and our success is measured by the people who return time after fime. One price of $335* includes:
room for 3 nights, 9 meals, 2 receptions, Costume party, Talent Show, Free workshops, tax and gratuity. What
else could you need? We have our own DJ and a Makeup Artist/Hair Stylist too!

Come find out why Paradise In The Poconos is one of the best events you could attend. Write, call or email us
for more information. (see contact info at the bottom of this ad). Visit our WorldWide Web site and register
online, or take a look at photos from the last weekend.

*Double Occupancy rate. Single Occupancy rooms are available for $465.

LOOKING FOR INFORMATION?

Looking for books on Crossdressing? We got ‘em — Art & lllusion, Vols. 1 & 2...
Looking for books on Gender Issues? We got ‘em — Gender Outlaw, Lenses of Gender...
Looking for books on Transsexualism? We got ‘em — TS Survivial Guide, 1 & 2...
Looking for “How-To" Instructional Videos? We got 'em — Basic Makeup & more...
Looking for a great TV magazine? We got it — LadyLike magazine.

Want to know more about what we offer? We'll tell you.. for free!

Write, call or email us for more info: = —— 2= =
(reative Design Services, PO Box 61263 II i () { . B2 _
King of Prussa, PA 19406 {7, '(reative Design/Serv
610.640.9449 / info@cdspub.com / o / | . |

: / Your Information gesuu
Visit CDS on the WoroWipeWes: ) ’ = |
h"P://WWW.(dSPUb.(OM/ \." / I‘ FOT Thq NBXI M'"enn‘u | E i
books, videos, news, events, resources, & more...  Di—__rr— = e ——




The much anticipated “Anthology”
collection has been released memorial-
izing the milestone 25th Anniversary
and I'm sure it was in everyone's
Christmas stocking. No, not the
Beatles’ CD. I'm talking ;nhnut tlw Vis
A Vis “Anthology” marking my
monthly columns since I began.

it's all in there from my first col-
umn, where I trashed Jane Kemper
Bentley, to the ones in which 1 trashed
(Iussiv-uud Kiki_lu
the most recent ones where 1 called
Phaedra Kelly a horse’s patoot. Yes, it's
just chock full of that kind of commu-
nity building spirit this column has be-
come known for. Maybe I should turn
over a new leaf for 1996 ;mt] be nice to
everyone. What d’ya say? Nah, I didn’t
think so...

And The Survey Says...

Allison Marsh’s column in the Em-
erald City News from Seattle, Wash-
ington, carried the results of a survey
conducted by the Tempe, Arizona,
Alpha Zeta chapter of Tri-Ess. The
survey results were pretty interesting
and represented the answers of 73% of
the Zeta-girls 47 members.

Some of the questions were rather
mundane but some were very revela-
tory. So, without further ado, this very
Hl)(‘(‘ld] episode of Vis A Vis takes a
look at...

The Private Lives of
Crossdressers.

To the question how often would
they dress as women if they lived in an
ideal universe, 36% of our 'I'vmpv Sun-
“all the time.”
When asked if they would take a hypo-

£ ]{l(il'\i\‘("i &l!l\'\\'t‘r('[]

thetical pill that would transform them
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into women without surgery, a \\hnp-
ping 64% said, “Gimme that pill, girl-
friend.” On the converse, only 27%
said they would take a ||\])u1|u tical pill
that would “cure” them of the desire to
crossdress.

On more r(':1|it_\'-|ms¢»cl questions,
[]]l' |l|”|||]l'l' (]I- “ll'lllh‘l'r.\' \\'I](J llii\'(' ||i|.(|.
some c‘||.'{'trtli}'sis was 24%. That's close
to one in four for you mathophobes.
And 21%, or one in five, have used fe-
male hormones at some time. The sur-
vey upped the ante in a series of ques-
tions as follows... “fantasized about
having sex reassignment surgery” got a
73% positive answer... “Seriously con-
sidered SRS” got a 21% positive re-
presently planning on SRS”

was answered “yes” 9% of the time.

sponse... ”

And before I analyze the answers,
let’s take a look at a few more survey
questions. Asked how often they go out
in public dressed as women, 61% said
only once a month; 21% said once a
week. Nobody admitted going out
dressed (Lnl\', and 3% said they never
went out in pul)[l( crossdressed. To the
question “how often do you wear some
article of women's clothing while
dressed as a man” a surprising 43%
said “always.” Also noteworthy was that
70% of r(-spondvnls were married.

[ always take survey results with a
large grain of salt, but I find it remark-
able that a Tri-Ess chapter has 64% of
its membership who would like to
magically transform themselves into
women; 36% who would like to live
full-time if circumstances were per-
fect; 21-24% who have experimented
with either hormones or electrolysis;
and a huge 73% who have even fanta-
That's a
helluva lot of real and fantasized trans-

sized about TS surgery.

forming going on in an organization
that is devoted to the ideal of hetero-
sexual crossdressing without a taint ol
transsexualism in its ranks. A less dip-
lomatic person than mysell might even
say this p;u‘ti(‘ulalr sorority of Tri-Ess
L{il"|.\ are a bunch of secret transsexuals.

So are the members h‘“iug the
truth in their survey answers? I think
so, because t||<'_\' seem to be honest in
the answers about the amount of time
they really spend dressed as women.
()ul\ one in five go out publicly even
once a week. Not a whole lot ]( ’SS
(15%) admitted the Yy tllll\ go out once
ayear, So they aren't IIl”.ll!IIL their
level of real activity to match their fan-
tasy transformations.

I wonder what the leadership of
Tri-Ess would have to say about this
survey. | can’t imagine a similar survey
culled from open membership groups
would be any different insofar as the
members might fantasize one thing
while living quite a different thing. But
as Seinfeld once quipped, “Not that
there’s anything wrong with that...”

Meet me In St. Louis
The Gazette is the newsletter of the
St. Louis Gender Foundation and
it's one of the better group newsletters
in the country— and I've seen ‘em all.
The St. Louis girls seem like a lively
bunch and they have an interesting mix
of group events to spice up their
monthly routine. In September, they
held a “Sexy Legs” contest and there is
a group photo of the fifteen contes-
tants. The three finalists all look pretty
sexy indeed, although you can’t actu-
ally see their prize winning gams.
Keeping up the level of fun, they
had a “Undercoverwear” lingerie party
and demonstration scheduled for No-
vember. For December they planned a
“Big Hair “ contest, the winner of
which receives the “Wigstock” award.
A few of the support groups around
the country—including the venerable
Tiffany Club in Massachusetts—are
having problems with membership re-
tention and are battling a growing feel-
ing of ennui among their core member
base. .\l.z}‘ht' if more leaders threw a
little good-natured fun into the activi-
ties, as the St. Louis ladies do, some of



the boredom of the usual meeting rou-
tines would be dispelled. There are a
lot of different ways to offer support
and having a few laughs every now and
then is a nice way to show that we're
here for each other.

Lead, Follow, Or Get Out
Of The Way

Vicki [Jiif wrote a long article
titled The Four Signs of Dysfunctional
Leadership in the November issue of
Femme Forum for the Tau Chi Chap-
ter of Tri-Ess in Houston, Texas.
Vicki’s article was written in anticipa-
tion of their sorority’s board elections
and her hope that voters will be able to
recognize good leaders from poor lead-
ers. She pointed out four areas that
separate good leaders from bad. They
are “Ego,” “Integrity,” “Responsibil-
ity,” and “Change.”

The ego-driven leader is likely to
run the group in a manner that maxi-
mizes her own image and recognition
factors. They are prone to go outside
the group’s bylaws because they think
they are too big to be held back by
someone else’s rules. And they drive
other good people away from leader-
ship positions because they do not ap-
preciate their assistants.

Integrity as a desired quality in
leaders should go without saying, but
Vicki points out because leaders lack-
ing in integrity can be hard to recog-
nize before it’s too late. She says that
while the ego-driven leader is often
tripped up by her overt behavior, the
integrity-poor leader will be operating
“behind closed doors.” She also says
that it isn’t only personal integrity that
is important in leaders, but that they
govern with integrity to the principles
on which the group was founded.

In the area of Responsibility, Vicki
warns against the power-seekers who
crave the idea of leadership while abdi
cating the true responsibilities of the
job. This is a real danger in crossdress-
ing groups where the masculine ego
can feel compelled to “be in charge”
while the realities of leading a support
organization can be difficult, i.e., inte-
grating the job into a person’s everyday
schedule, perhaps being more open
about her crossdressing,
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Leaders must be open to “Change”
when called for by circumstances, but
careful not to abandon successful tra-
ditional policies purely for the sake of
change. Personal growth is a form of
change. Likewise, the evolution of a
group is a form of change. Leaders
must be responsive to personal and
group growth for continued success
without stagnation. Leaders of groups
in trouble (and there are several dis-
tressed organizations around the coun-
try right now) need to analyze the true
nature of the problem and make criti-
al changes to address the problem.
Otherwise, as Vicki points out, it is
simply “rearranging the deck chairs on
the Titanic.”

The quality of leadership in trans-
gender organizations is always a hot
topic. A really poor leader—or group
of leaders—can set back, or ruin a
good organization. But even a great
leader will only have limited success if
the membership is apathetic. The suc-
cess of our support groups depends on
leadership, yes, but also on the amount
of input and enthusiasm of the mem-
bership. As members elect new lead-
ers, they should bear in mind that they,
too, have a responsibility to help make
the organization successful by support-
ing the programs, policies, and activi-
ties of those they elect.

Hooters, And The Men Who
Grow Them

The Seahorse Magazine from New
South Wales, Australia, carried an ar-
ticle called Man Trouble, originally
published in the Sydney Morning Her-
ald newspaper.

Of all the many forms of trouble
men get into, this article dealt with
men who grow female-like breasts.
While this may seem like a blessing for
certain transgenderists, most men who
experience over-development of breast
tissue find this embarrassing and
troublesome.

Breast de\'elopment (g\,'m)('()lmlstizl)
in men is not uncommon and usually
comes about at very early ages or in
later years. It is usually associated with
changes in hormone levels, e.g.. in
newborn males the breast are swollen
as a result of higher than normal estro-

gen levels received from their mother’s
womb. In later years, breast enlarge-
ment may indicate medical problems
with the liver, thyroid, or kidneys. Cer-
tain medicines that either contain es-
trogen or other female hormones can
account for some breast enlargement.
There are certain circumstance that
are more interesting than the natural
reasons for breast enlargement in
males. Alcohol abuse damages the liver
and can alter the male hormone bal-
ance causing breast swelling. Illegal
use of anabolic steroids has accounted
for breast development in some ath-
letes. Amphetamines, heroin and mari-
juana also can affect hormone levels
and cause breast enlargement. Some
workers at a maker of oral contracep-
tives began noticing breast develop-
ment due to absorption of estrogen
through their skin. Likewise, vaginal
creams have caused breast develop-
ment in males who came in contact
with it, presumably in large quantities.
They say that a little knowledge is a
dangerous thing and this brief synopsis
of male breast development should not
be the basis for anyone to go out and
experiment in self-hooter enhance-
ment. If I see any of our subscribers
taking deep breaths outside the birth
control pill factory, or with fingers
sticky from gobs of vaginal cream,
while at the same time drinking cheap
whiskey straight from the bottle and
toking on a joint in hopes of being the
next Dolly Parton, I'll be very disap-
pointed. Not terribly surprised... but
disappointed nonetheless.

Busted-In More Ways Than One
The Paradise Tales newsletter of the
Paradise Club in Parma, Ohio, car-
ried a news piece from Colorado
Springs, where authorities charged
Sean O'Neill, a FtM impersonator (she
does not identify herself as a trans-
sexual) with criminal deception and
sexual assault after she had consensual
sex with four teenage girls who be-
lieved she was a man, as she had pre-
sented herself. The young women in
the case originally declined to cooper-

continued on page 11
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The Silence of the Lambs

No, this is not a review of the canni-
balistic thriller but a paraphrase of a
chapter title in Kate Bornstein’s Gen-
der Outlaw. (Thank you, R., who lent
me this book because she knows how
much I have to learn about the trans-
gender situation.)

Kate writes of the silence of trans-
gendered people who not only linger
in the shadows ui'sn(-ivt_\' at large, but
do not even talk to one another. To
those of you active in Renaissance, you
may think I am preaching to the choir.
,\[tm all, you attend meetings, go to
parties, hold office in an organization
dedicated to the support of the TG
community and are not the silent ones.
But there are those who dare not
emerge even to the safety of such an
inviting environment. Quoting Kate,
”Simpl_\' saving ‘Come out, come out,
wherever you are,’ is not going to bring
the multitudes of transgendered

M.S.W., Ph.D.

people out into the open. Before say-
ing that coming out is an option (and I
believe it's an inevitable step, one
we're all going to have to take at some
time), it's necessary to get transgen-
dered people talking with one another.
The first step in coming out in the
world is to come out to our own kind.”
What keeps transgendered people
silently in the shadows? For one, fear
of loss of acce ptance by the dominant
culture which expresses its (ll'a(lppl‘()\ al
of non-conformists by imposing nu-

merous penalties upon those who stray

from its strictures, such as discrimina-
tion on the 1(1]) in ||0us|ntr custodial
rights, and social stigmatization. For
another, the ||hlln||t\ to accept onese Il
as differing from others who have

never que sstioned their gender ide ‘ntity.

Language can be one’s enemy as the
transgender individual tries to concep-
tualize his/her difference and comes
up with words like “freak,”
or having a “condition of transgender-

deviant,”

ism,” all of which have pejorative or
pathologic connotations.

Another reason to keep shadowed
and silent is the fear of not cutting it
with other transgendered people. Even
the most supportive communities have
members who are elitist, exclusionary
and doctrinaire with regard to whom
l]u'_\ allow into their circle. No one
emerges from the shadows a finely
turned out image of their experienced
ge 'nder. Conte mpt |:\ their own adds
insult to the i injury inflicted by the
larger society and contributes to con-
tinued isolation and silence.

This is hardly an inclusive list of
conditions mitigating against TGs’
emergence. But to enumerate more of
the too well-known conditions operat-
ing is to restate that which has been
discussed ad nauseam. Moving on to
solutions is more challenging and less
frequently addressed. Tune in next
month for one person’s view of a bet-
ter world adorned and enriched by the
presence of TVs, TSs, androgynes,
drag queens, she-males, pre-ops, post-
ops and no-ops.

© 1995 by Barbara Anderson.
Dr. Anderson is a therapist in the
San Francsico Bay Area. She can
be reached at 415-776-0139. This
article originally appeared in Devil
Woman, the newsletter of the
Diablo Valley Girls. .

Groups Celebrate Holiday Season

SoCal Groups Celebrate Together
by Dee Grady, President PPOC

It Illil_\'ll(' cold and snowy in the
East, but out here in Southern Califor-
nia, we are basking in 70 degree sunny
weather. The local weather forecasters
are trying to make big news on just
how bad the next rain storm is going to
be. (Editor’s (]nﬂ\ note: Slnp ver
braggin’.) Me anwhile, any storm which
comes in fizzles out, but that doesn’t
stop the local TG groups from cel-
ebrating the Holidays.

On Saturday, December 16th, 77
]u-uplt' gathered at the Ht-\'e-r|\' Gar-
land Holiday Inn, in Studio City, Cali-
fornia. The nlL,hl s festivities were
hosted by Tri-Ess Alpha Chapter.

Other groups represented included
members of Neutral Corner of San
Diego, Born Free of Riverside, and
the Renaissance Education Associa-
tions’ West Coast affiliate Powder
Puffs of California. Also, attending
the Holiday Party were two of the
Community’s pioneers, Carol
Beecroft and Virginia Prince.

We had a cocktail hour, dinner, and
listened to a duo named Mary and De-
nise, entertain us with their music and
songs. We socialized. We laughed. We
danced. Most of all, we took time to
relax during this busy holiday season.
Next year, it's back to planning meet-
ings, conventions, and outreach. But,
on this night we celebrated being our-
selves with our friends and loved ones.
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Oh, and one more thing! We col-
lected lots of toys for the needy chil-
dren of Southern California. The toys
were divided up among .-\]ph;a Chap-
ter, Born Free, and Powder Pufls, to
give to local children’s charities. 1 took
the toys designated for Orange County
to one of the local fire stations, where
tllt'}.' were collecting them for the Or-
ange County Toys for Tots program.

Renaissance Holiday Party
The Renaissance Holiday party was
held the same night as PPOC’s, but we
weren't blessed with 70° weather.
About 60 brave souls slogged
t||m||s_[1| snow to share a little holiday

cheer and dinner. It was a pleasant §
but quiet gathering.
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The Bar People’s Ball

by Carol and Babs

“At the Copa! CO-PA-CAH-BA-
NAH! The hottest place north of Ha-
vana!” It was hot! It was cool! Formal
and classy, yet warm and cozy! It was
something of an anachronism, from an-
other era, a setting and ]mpp(’ning_,
from an Ho]]v\.\no(l movie set. A very
special night in the Big Apple, it was
the 15th Annual Bar Peoples™ Ball.

After leaving our car in the under-
ground garage on 57th street we
passed limos pulling up to the Copa-
cabana entrance. Inside, we were
greeted at the door and ushered up a
short flight of stairs through a hallway
to a large, crowded room teeming with
voices, where drinks flowed from thv
open bar and butlered hors d’oeuvres
were served. We nibbled, we drank,
we mixed, we lbrgnt too many names,
and our smiles were met by others.

Too soon, we entered the main
room for dinner, and were immedi-
ately impressed by the art deco in-
spired palm tree columns around the
inner perimeter of the large, yet cozy,
tiered ballroom which helped create a
classy, bold, but not garish ambience.
This was a strictly “Black Tie Affair,”
gentlemen in tuxedos, ladies in cocktail
dresses or gowns.The mode of dress
reflected one’s chosen gender of the
evening. Glamourous and glitzy, the
full house of 350 teemed with ani-
mated, yet subdued excitement to the
continuous music of a live big band.
This was not a show, not a costume
ball, but a celebration of the celebra-
tors, the owners, managers and work-
ers of New York's gay bars, cabarets
and restaurants,

We were seated at the “Royal”
table, one of the tables reserved by the
Imperial Queens and Kings of NY,
LI, NJ, CT, & PA and were sur-
rounded by an impressive group of
non-pretentious people that happened
to sport impressive titles: Queen
Rayétte, Lord Tom Tom, Duchess
Lisa, Lord Vinny, Princess Sylvia Rae,
Lord Tom B., Baroness Nancy from
Pennsylvania, and our Royal art expert
from New Jersey, the monocled Sir
Stefan. The dinner was a feast fit for
royalty, not only in portion size but in
qu.lht\ and presentation, and why not,
for most of the people there were in
the food service industry and were
treating themselves! Everything was
first class, from the traditional “French
service” where our glistening napkins
were refolded every time we got up, to
the large multicolored salad, the King
sized yet surprisingly tender filet mi-
gnon, the pleasantly dry Chardonnay,
the medium-light yet balanced

Cabernet Sauvignon that was con-
stantly available, as well as butlered
drinks from the bar. For the tea
drinker, a large selection of flavored
and herbal varieties were offered in
lieu of coffee. Complimenting the
large dinner portions, dessert was re-
freshingly light and well presented;
three different sorbets surrounded by
a dark chocolate custard arranged in a
clever design on a mini tray.

Time literally flew, we danced, we
met so many interesting and friendly
people. Babs even had her first real
experience “following” on the dance
floor as two of the gentlemen danced
with all the “ladies” at our table, All of
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their toes were intact after dancing
with her, but just barely! People
danced with people. Ihv\ smiled and
l.lllE,Il(‘(l and held each other. The
evening's only formality was when the
people of our table were called up to
join Imperial Queen Allyson, King
Hassan, Viscountess Lucille, Princess
Patti Such, Marquessa Mystique,
Kontessa Kittie Holliday, Hurricane
Dave West, and others, to honor the
Stonewall Veterans. Imperial Queen
Allyson Allante then read a congratula-
tory letter from New York’s Mayor
Rudy Guiliani written to extend his
appreciation to The Imperial Queens
for their accomplishments. We were
surprised to be up there but felt hon-
ored that we were included.

The evening seemed to be a fan-
tasy: black, white, queen, king, gay,
slr.ug]:l—pvoplv enjoying each other.
The big band sound was certainly au-
dible but did not overpower, conversa-
tion was possible for those that wished
it. We met the owners and staff of
some of the bars and restaurants we
frequented and those which we now
plan on visiting. We did meet friends
we had met at prior Greater NY Gen-
der Alliance functions.

It was an “Evening of Class.” Hard
to believe, for all the available alcohol,
everyone appeared to be under control
and appeared to act responsibly. A
cozy, class_\-' plzlce to congregate, to
communicate, and look “mahvelous.”
It was almost too good to be true!
Lady Carol and Grande Duchess
Babs of Transylvestia will be there
next year! Yes, dahling! You may
rise, and take your leave now!

ate until pressured by police, their par-
ents, and the D.A.’s office.

As mentioned in the article, this
case raises serious questions for any

prv-upx-r;ltiw or Il()ll‘(}pt'[‘ilti\'{‘ trans-
genderists, whether genetically male or

female. On the face of the charges, it
appears that not disclosing one’s true
biological sex could leave that person
open to sexual assault charges, even if
the act was consensual. The article
brings in the case of a MtFF transgen-
dered person who was murdered by
her date after her true biology was dis-
covered (see the front page). If non-

disclosure of biology is considered
criminal assault, this type of homicide
could be “justified” as sell defense.

We can only hope that someone in a
position of authority in this case will
take a step back and examine the rami-
fications of the hysteria that prompted
the charges. May cooler heads prevail.
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“There is no truth. There are no facts;
Jjust data to be mrmipufuh'ff. >

— Glen Frye, The Garden of Allah
- - T T

Truth? Truth! We don’t need no truth,
At least Merissa Sherrill Lynn didn't
need truth or facts in her article Fare-
well. This article has generated some
controversy because it was n-jvdui ll\'
Tapestry the magazine started by Lynn.
But Farewell managed to get pu|1]|s|u-d
first in the Tri-Ess Femme Forum and
more recently in Cross-Talk #73. Cross-
Talk’s editor/publisher Kymberleigh Ri-
chards felt Lynn's article deserved a
wider audience than that afforded by the
Tri-Ess publication. Farewell is a oslty
ficticious account of why ands how I.mn
resigned from IFGE. Lynn calims she
was forced into retirement which is un-
true. The plan for Lynn’s transition out
of the Executive Director’s position was
developed, with Lynn’s assent, at the
IFGE board meeting in March of 1994.
Perhaps Lynn never really believed that
the IFGE board would find a suitable
replacement and when they did, she
decided if she couldn’t have all the
marbles, then she’s have none. Several
board members tried to convince Lynn
to stay on the board (her resignation as
Exec. Dir. would not have affected her
position as an elected board member).
She chose to leave the organization, just
as she chose to defy the board at almost
every turn over llu' past three years.,
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3 3 I“lh' hl'r, or are
indifferent toher, one thing is absolutely
certain: no one but Merissa Sherrill
Lynn is directly responsible for her leav-
ing IFGE. And that's a fact.

Whether vou love her

Get out your markers. It's calendar up-
date time. For 1996, 1 want to mention
the Night of a Thousand Gowns on
April 20 at the Sheraton New York ho-
tel, Tth Avenue and 52nd Street. For
more details contact The Empress
Philomena at ‘.Zlfl-_ Now, jump-
ing to 1997, mark June 19 to 22 as the
date for the Second International
Congress on Crossdressing, Sex &

Gender Issues to be held in King of

Prussia, Pa. A Call for Papers was issued
in December and proposals for work-
shops are already coming in. If you
would like to present a paper or a work-
shop, please contact Dr. Sheila Kirk,
care of IFGE, 123 Moody St., Waltham,

MA 02154 or call 617 (D

L B N J
For those of you who suffer from mo-
dem-deprivation or slow-modem syn-
drome, the transgender community
on-line got a big surprise last month
when two of the largest transgender
websites and the only non-profit trans-
gender domain Jnmwl forces to create a
transgender “supersite.” The new entity,
3-D Communications, combines Cindy
Martin’s Transgender Forum, my On-
Line Transgender Resource Guide and
Jamie Fenton’s non-profit webspace
The
supersite offers a weekly e-zine, several
monthly newsletters (including excerpts
from RN&V), user pictorials, personals,
magazine archives, national and interna-
tional support group listings with email
and web addresses, and shopping with
several on-line catalogs. Additional ser-
vices are planned for early 1996 includ-

known as <transgender.org>.

ing Chat and subscriber-only areas. If

you are wired to the web, you can visit

from any of the following pointers:
<http:f/\nnx;t(_:ftmlm.rmn‘,.» or
<http://www.cedspub.coms or
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oberts = cyberoueen

(fhtlp:f'/\\‘\\\\'.tr:n|Ngt'ntlvr.urg.-"lt_:;'..‘
- - - -
There's a new organization in Center
City Philadelphia. TransYouth Ser-
vices ll\l'lnumll('t'tl ties), a division of
Unity Inc., focuses on the needs of Afri-
can-American transgendered youth, in-
'lnsi\‘v nf \lll”l'"l\l tr'mwv\'u'l]s ;nul
\ulv peer-counse |1||:,_" and re if n.ll ser-
vices, health education, distribution and
demonstrations of safer-sex materials,
and support group meetings. Dee
Stallworth, the TYS coordinator, has
had meetings with Alison Laing, of
IFGE

Renaissance.

, and she’s been in contact with
Both organizations have
[ﬂl-t]u(-l] to support the |‘|¢-t1uiiuunru:n|i—
zation. Outreach to transgendered
\cmih espe (Il”\ mllmlll\ \()Illll is an
area that has been little e \plnn . Any-
one interested in TYS may contact Ms.

Stallworth at ?.I:-)-

- > T
Let’s hit the runways... the color for lips
this winter is red. No, not chapped and
blistered red. Makeup experts now agree
that women don’t want to think about
blue-red, or yellow-red or orange-red, so
they're recommending a “burned” o
brick-red as a universal color that com-
piimt'nlsjnst about everyone.

- .- -
Do you look like a raccoon after just a
few hours in makeup? Maybe it’s not
what you're using on your eyes but
w hl‘ e \Ull re l|5"]g |l la()“n( r I.l\h['tl te [“l
to be thin and don’t hold mascara pig-
ment as well as uppers. So, don’t use
mascara on your lower lashes (Doh!).
But oil can also be the culprit so be sure
your foundation under your eyes is well-
powdered if you must apply mascara to
your lower lashes.

- - >
We've been here before... Glamour
magazine (Dec. 95) did another Taste-
ful vs. Trashy survey of it's female read-
ers about Evening wear. Here's some ol
the results... Long slim black skirt slit
thigh-high — Tasteful (88%)... Slim red



HOTeBUZZ

satin pants — Trashy (69%)... Velvet
scoop nect bodysuit — Tasteful (67%)...
Velvet hip- hug;_,ers — Trashy (67%)...
Strapphy high heels — Tasteful (79%)...
Fishnet stockings — Trashy (83%)... Sil-
ver satin slip-dress with black lace -
Trashy (85%)... Rhinestone choker with
nmtt]nng, tennis bracelet — Trashy (only
slightly at 54%)... You know, this could
easily have been a test to determine of
you are a TV or not. If you liked all the
“trashy” stuff, you're a TV.

- s e
Top dress of the season — the little black
sheath with a touch of shine and bare
shoulders. Pair it with sheer nude panty-
hose (like Donna Karan NUDES,
$12.50) and you've got the HOT look for
the cold weather,

- a T
No one knows the things I endure to
write this column every month, like the
four hours I spent one Saturday after-
noon wandering the web checking out
every lingerie site listed by Yahoo!, the
premier search facility. Off I went on my
odessey visiting almost 100 sites. My
conclusion—they're all pretty boring.
Many of the sites offer the exact same
items, even using the same photos
scanned out of the same franchise cata-
logs. Gimme a break! Almost anything
you can find on the web can be found in
local stores, or by mail order from
Victoria’s Secret or Frederick’s of
Hollywood, and it's usually cheaper by
mail. There are three exceptions of note:
Northbound Leather (Toronto) at
<http://www.northbound.com/>,
Romantasy (San Francisco Bay Area) at
<http://www.romantasy.com/> and
Fashion World International (Sacra-
mento) at <http://www.quiknet.com/
fashion/fwi.hitml>. Not only are these
sites interesting for their products,
they're visually exciting as well.

- s A T
We all know that fashion is fickle so it
should not be a surprise that a few past
fashion “Do’s” have become “Don'ts.”
Please consign to Goodwill bins the fol-
lowing items: linebacker sized shoulder
pads... bell-bottom pants... white opaque
pantvhose... and baby doll dresses. You
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can also give up the following habits:
compulsive color matching (black is the
exeception to this rule)... buying clothes
for the body you wish you had... compul-
sive shopping... wearing clothes that are
stained or ripped thinking no one will
notice. The Fashion Police never sleep.

- A T
This has been an amazing vear for me,
I'm actually going to .tpolngue for the
second time. Last month I said that NS
Products was on the verge of bank-
ruptcy. They're not according to a source
close to the vendor. I regret the error.
It seems I also led quite a few people to
the conclusion that both LadyLike #25
and the new Transgender (formerly Tap-
estry) from IFGE were on the street.
Wrong again. LadyLike arrived mid-
December and should be in subseribers’
hands by the time you read this. Trans-
gender went to the printer in mid-De-
cember and due to the holidays may or
may not be available at press time.

- e T o
Renaissance begins it's ninth year as
one of the largest transgender organiza-
tions in the world. Last year saw unprec-
edented growth for the suburban
Philadelphia-based organization with the
addition of six new affiliates. Renaissance
affiliated organizations now stretch from
East Coast to West Coast and from the
Gulf Coast to the Great Lakes. You don't
get more “national” than that. The “se-
cret” of Renaissance’s success is empow-
ering people to take responsibility not
just for themselves, but for their sisters
and their community. For some people,
this concept is just too scary; treating
people like adults and trusting them to
do the proper thing. But this empower-
ment attitude is why Renaissance has
grown from a single support group to a
network of 17 organizations in 11 states.
So, which group is going to be the first
international affiliate? Hey, you up there
in Canada. Anybody interested?

- e - W
From First Lady Hilary Clinton: “Itis no
longer .1('Lept.1bk' to discuss Women's
Rights as separate from Human Rights.”
Likewise, we need to get people to un-
derstand that gay/lesbian/bi/transgender
rights are inseparable from Human
Rights as well.
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One of the best things that has happened
to the transgender comnunity in the last
two vears is the increased accessibility of
the Internet. 1 seriously doubt that the
Lobby Day activity last October would
have drawn 100 people if we had to rely
on plmm‘. and mail communications. For
all the gains the net has given us, we are
in great danger of losing this wonderful
resource. Both the House and Senate
are considering proposals to effectively
censor the Internet. Under these pro-
posals, any “indecent” communication
may be subject to a $100,000 in fines and
a jail term. The problem is who gets to
define “indecent?” Right now. local
community standards prm’nil in most
pornography related cases. How do you
define a "local” standard on a global net-
work? Would the word transvestite be
considered indecent in New York City?
How about Tupielo. Mississippi. or
Little Rock, Arkansas? How about the
words penis or vagina? Will Congress
lower the standard of Free Speech to the
point where a library could be fined if
they put James Joyce's Ulysses or
Catcher In The Rye on-line? 1 support
protecting juveniles from harmful and
inappropriate information, but I also feel
that parents have the first responsibility
to monitor what their children do in real
space as well as in virtual space. The
technophobes in Congress sponsoring
these proposals (and they're on both
sides of the party fences) will use the
bogeyman of the message-encrypting
pedophile to push their measures
through. These measures endanger not
just Free Speech but digital commerce
as well. Both the American Civil Liber-
ties Union and the Electronic Freedom
Foundation have vowed to take any net
censorship law to court, but why wait
until the damage is done? You can make
a difference now. Call or write your
Senators and Congressional Reps. Tell
them you oppose any government cen-
sorship of the Internet and that this is an
important 1996 election issue for you.
- A A

So, those are my opinions, but, hey, what
do I know? I think responsibility means
not crying and whining when you screw
up. Comments? Email them to
<CyberQueen@cdspub.coms>.

© 1995 by Creative Design Services.



°Dear‘ Doctor
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Dr. William R. Stayton answers your questions in a nmnthly column.
Send questions to PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020

Dear Doctor Bill,

| go out shopping as a woman about
once a month and | am concerned that |
may be breaking some law by crossdress-
ing in public. Of course, | don't want to
stop but | would like to know how | could
find out if there are state or local laws in
the areas | frequent that might be used
to arrest me. Thank you for any assis-
tance you can render.

Looking Over Her Shoulder

Dear LLO.H.S.,

You have asked an excellent and im-
portant question! As far as I can find
out, there are no specific laws that per-
tain to (‘rossdr('ssing in pnl)lic. How-
ever, there are several things to take
into consideration. First, there will
probably be ordinances against using
the toilets of the other gender. As you
probably already know, one of the hlg—
gest problems that crossdressers have is
finding a toilet that he/she can use. This
tends to be the one major, common is-
sue all transgendered persons face in a
public setting. I have had clients who
were arrested and prosecuted just be-
cause they used the toilet of the other
gender. Yet to use a toilet of their bio-
logical gender would have created an
uproar, too. This is a no-win situation.

Second, there may be local ordi-
nances against crossdressing. It is help-
ful to get information about local ordi-
nances before going into a community.
This can be obtained from the local
police department, a lawyer, or the
town/city hall. T would think this would
be more of an issue in a rural commu-
nity or small town, rather than a large
city or suburban area.

Third, while there may be no laws
prohibiting crossdressing in a commu-
nity, it is likely that there are no laws
protecting the rights of transgendered
persons either. This can even be more
problematic because charges can be
made or harassment can occur and you
may not be protected by the law
against such events. In my judgment,
this is where the tl.m.sgvn(l(-r('(l com-
munity needs to be pnlili(';l”_\' active. |
was so pleased to read this month the
Presidential address for the Society for
Psychological Study of Lesbian & Gay
Issues (Div. 44 of the APA) when he
said: “I would like to consider the sub-
ject of the bisexuals, transsexuals and
transgendered among us. It is time for
us to find ways to make these people
visible among us. It is time for us not
simply to find a place for them at the
table but to protect their place at the

table as we do with ethnic minorities
and the balance of genders.”

Dear Dr. Bill,

Recently, | had the opportunity (I am
a CD) to spend a weekend en femme. |
checked into a hotel as dressing at home
is a no-no. | wanted to check in en femme,
but | began to think about what if they
ask me for ID. | thought about saying |
left it in my other purse but finally just
checked in as a guy. | had a great week-
end but | still wish | had been able to
check in dressed. |s there any kind of ID |
can get in my femme name so when |
spend another weekend dressed | can be
en femme the whole time?

Alicia

Dear Alicia,

Pay cash for the room. There is no
reason for the clerk to ask for any ilD,
unless the clerk is reading you and un-
sure of what to do. It is not appropriate
to be asked for an 1D if you are paying
cash. Some hotels may d\l\ for a secu-
rity deposit in case of any damage.

Secondly, you could get a couple of
credit cards in your female name and
use them for ID. I believe that legally
this is considered an “alias” and is not
illegal as long as you pay your bill.

Finally, you could be ve ry open and

say you are a crossdresser. Act like yon
are prml(] of it and insulted by their
narrow-mindedness. Usually this will
put them off-guard and he /she will ask
no more questions. You could offer to
educate them about crossdressers, so
they will understand when the next

one comes in. Have another g

good weekend!

TELEPHONE (215) 547-9417

Theseus Counseling

Services

ARI KANE, M.ED.

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, PH.D.

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

BUCKS MEDICAL CENTER
SUITE 12
1723 WOODBOURNE ROAD
LEVITTOWN, PA 19057

OFFICE HOURS
BY APPOINTMENT

GENDER SPECIALIST
DIPLOMATE, AM. BD. SEXOLOGY

EQR NORTHERN EOR GREATER
NEW ENGLAND BOSTON AREA
126 WESTERN AVE. #222 44 PEARL ST.
AUGUSTA, ME 04330 CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139
207-621-0858 617-868-3157

MC/VISA ACCEPTED
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< i The Operation

! A new video has been released
by Nu-Woman Video Pro-
ductions which details the surgical
procedures of MtF genital reassign-
ment surgery entitled The Operation:
Sex Reassignment Surgery and Breast
A. Schrang.
The video n]‘n ns with an introduc-

Augmentation |1\ E Jugene
tion by Dr. Carl Bushong, a Tampa,
Florida base (I psychotherapist who
deals extensively with the gender com-

munity. Dr. Eugene Schrang, the well-

known SRS surgeon, then narrates the
(-(mlph'x snrgi(‘;il prm-t'(lurvs that

transform male anatomy into female
anatomy in a str: utfhllun'..lr(] easy to
understand way. As he goes ilmmgh
the surgery, Dr. Schrang also makes
note of the important refinements in

this ever-improving field of genital
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plastic surgery. L:ul\iupl.‘l.\i_\' (a follow-
up pl‘ut'c'tllll't' which refines the exter-
nal appearance of the genital area),
and breast augmentation are also
shown. Later, before and after com-
parisons are made showing several of
Dr. Schrang’s patients. The most asked
questions about SRS are also answered
by Dr. Schrang. For anyone contem-
pl iting this surgery, or those who are
curious about SRS, this video will pro-
vide the necessary education to fully
understand the nsl\s benefits, and
hi’\( l\ outcomes [)l'()\'](]( (] I)‘\‘ sex reas-
signment surgery. More information
about The Operation is available at the
Nu-Woman Transgender Cabaret on
the Web at <|1Hp://|lst-rs.unl.unuf
nuwomanl/> or from the video's pro-
ducer, Kiml:('rl} L. Westwood, CPE,
at «'_(,‘!"('(IIII['llISt'r\',l’(mI?- or
«_€":lr)|.m)1n:-.

Renaissance To Get
Wired To The Net

Not to be left ont of the electronic
communications revolution, Renais-
sance will established itself in 1996 on
the World Wide Web with its own web
site at 4:llllp:f-"\nn\'.nunl;l.ul‘q-‘.:'.

Basic information about the group,
its (fh;ll)h'r.\‘ and Affiliates will be avail-
able on the site, ;1|(mg with copies of
the Renaissance Background Papers
and the Community Outreach Bulle-
tins. Renaissance National will develop
home pages for each of the Chapters.
Renaissance Affiliates that wish to have
home pages should contact jn.-\xm
Roberts at -@'(‘(lslillh.('l)lll') for
information on how to ;u-(--:lmplish this.
The Powder Puffs of California, a re-
cent Affiliate, has already started con-
structing its page.

Angela Gardner, editor-in-chief of
Renaissance News & Views, has said
she would like to start an electronic
version of the newsletter to be deliv-
ered by email on a monthly basis.

‘NRomania
ﬁfnge’zfe
/So uti’q ue

Lingerie from
Small to Queen 4X
Bras: 32 to 52H

137 MacDade Boulevard
Folsom, PA
19033
610.532.4372

or a

Transgraph Enterprises

‘Wigs & Wig Care Products

Call for a
Free Brochure
(24 hours)
Leave a message
request either a
return call
(giving date and
time you want
your call returned)

brochure
(609) 227-5845

Jine Quality

NO SHIPPING
CHARGES !

(CONTINENTAL U.S. ONLY)




Letters
to the
Editor

Dina Amberle has incited the
masses to putﬁngm‘ to word processor.
Here are a couple of letters inspired by
recent Vis A Vis columns.

B

Dear Dina,

My intentions with the article, A PC &
Un-PC Guide to Genderland, were to be a
little lighthearted with transgender ter-
minology. | agree with you 100 percent
when you say transvestites have a “burn-
ing need to define and categorize all the
many bumps on the transgendered spec-
trum.” I'd say the same of all people. You
said you've seen about a dollar fifteen
worth of definitions. | have too. | figured
it might be a fun twist on those. Maybe
net. | suppose the real Un-PC thing was
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to write the article and make labels. As
far as labeling goes... well, maybe we
shouldn’t, but we do, and will continue to.
What do you call yourself? What do | call
myself? They're still labels. Refer to the
second paragraph of the article. | think
you can see how | feel about labels!

As far as superiority... it goes both
ways, |'ve known TSs who think all cross-
dressers are TSs in denial. That's just as
bad. | joined Renaissance specifically be-
cause | wanted to avoid elitist cliques.
Isn't that part of our purpose? You won't
find cliques in Sooner Diversity and I'm
proud of that fact.

Transvestite: Ok, | dropped the ball on
that one! Never send your first draft to
the editor! | do have friends who are
proud transvestites and they include you
people who let me know that! It is kind of
a bad-ass term actually; something like
“queer” or “transgender,” my personal
favorite! | guess | deserve a spanking for
that onel Mmmmm... sounds like fun.
Any volunteers?

Rachel Elaine [

Facilitator, Sooner Diversity

Dear Dina,

Greedings! So you're thinking of kick-
ing over the traces and moving your team
across the street, eh? Have your agent
contact me, your bottom-line Buddy. I'm
sure the fat signing bonus and long term
contract will be no problem; after all, you
know we're getting all that TV money.
Only problem is your decamping from
Philly might create an anti-trust issue at
Renaissance. But, I'm sure we can find
you some sort of exemption.

| also have misgivings about your writ-
ing style. If you join our team, you'll have
to keep your claws in reserve. And by the
way, if you want to move, 21 of our 27
chapters will have to give their OK. As
you know, those large-market chapters
like Chi and Sig Ep can be tough. Knowing
you, though, you will always be a con-
tender. If you continue to devote yourself
to your art, I'm sure you will be a Modell
of efficiency. Hope we can do bidness!

Your home-gal,

Jane Ellen Fairfax

PS: You'll have to build your own

stadium!
continued next page

American Boyz Join ACLU To Protect Net

The American Boyz, a gender edu-
cation organization in the Mid-Atlantic
region, has announced its intention to
become a co-plaintiff with the ACLU
and many other organizations opposing
the restriction of First Amendment
freedom of expression in cyberspace
posed by the Decency Act currently
before Congress. In the event that this
bill becomes law, the ACLU and its co-
plaintiffs will seek an injunction against
it being enforced while the constitu-
tionality of the law is examined.

Supporters of the Decency Act urge
an even more draconian version of the
current bill, t-sst-utin"}' dumbing down
online communication (phone, fax,
email, newsgroups, etc.) to a level not
offensive to a child. Gender variant
people, who already have a difficult
time obtaining information and sup-
port for their situation, rely heavily on
electronic communication. Should the
Decency Act become law, information
regarding the medical, social, psycho-
logical, personal, educational, and

other needs of gender variant people
could result in severe eriminal and civil
penalties. The American Boyz urges all
fair minded people to support freedom
of expression in cyberspace, and to let
their Congressional Representatives
know how they feel.

For more information about the
ACLU contact: beeson@aclu.org (Ann
Beeson). For more information about

The American Boyz, contact: <-

@ tantalus.clark.net>. g

CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months.

Fumiture, Appliances, Household goods, Records,
Antiques, Toy trains and other goodies - Bought and
Sold - Beth Marshall: 610-259-4945 - Leave a message

Crossdressing blues band forming in the Philadelphia
area. Need drummer with a nice frock. For information
call Teri at 215-763-3240.

Mi casa es su casa. Need a place to change before the
Renaissance GPC meeting? The perfectlocation awaits
you, just off Exit 33,Rte. 76. Call CDTips 215-878-3383

Prosthesis custom made for a man's chest. Dorothy M.
Thompson, 215-744-4746, before 10 AM or after 8PM

Looking for amateur crossdressers with interest in
modeling. Please send letter of introduction along with
photo to: Christy Cage, 4807 Cedar Ave., Suite 3F,
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Tired of nightclubs? CD(45) & wife looking for others in
KOP,Pottstown, Reading area interested in a WINTER
BRIDGE CLUB. Email 72162, 1367 @ compuserve.com
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Letters..,

Dear Dina,

Hello dear, | just received Dec. 95
RN&Y and would like to present a few
comments to your Let's Pretend.

“If we are trying to express our femi-
nine personality, why do we feel the need
to bury it under wigs, makeup, and foun-
dation garments,” or in short, why do we
pretend to be women? Well, | think the
clothes are but a tool to bring out and to
develop that feminine personality that
lies within us. Can a person drive a nail
without a hammer, can you drive a screw
without a screwdriver? Of course the an-
swer is yes, but how much easier is the
job with the proper tool? Perhaps cross-
dressing is the best tool we know to
bring forth and develop the feminine per-
sona with us.

But too, there is another reason for
the “Pretend,” and that is escape. Ask a
crossdresser why they do it, and very
commonly we hear, “It relaxes me." | think
the truism in this is we are escaping the
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real person we are and entering a world
of our fantasy person. Perhaps the
changing of the sex helps to make a fur-
ther and more complete escape from our
world of reality than in changing to, say,
something like a Civil War soldier.

But the escape, the feminine persona,
the fantasy woman, who is she? Consid-
ering that so many women wear slacks
and flats, why do we insist on dress and
heels? | think the answer is she is our
epitome of a woman. She is not the
woman that women are, but rather she is
the woman we think women should be.
One wonders if we are more or less chau-
vinistic than male society as a whole.

It brings up the age-old question once
again, what is the cause of crossdress-
ing? The vast majority of us did not
choose to become crossdressers, but we
are. Does the cause lie in biology as we
prefer to think, or does it actually lie in
early childhood social standards? If par-
ents raised boys exactly as they raise
girls, if the expectations for boys were
the same as the expectations for girls,
would we have become crossdressers in
the first place? Crossdressing starts for

us as a compulsion, but what is it that
keeps us within its clutch? | have often
thought how nice it would be to notice
someone cast an affectionate or admir-
ing glance my way, to hear a cat-call or
wolf-whistle directed at me, or to get the
feeling that someone was undressing me
with their eyes. Yes, it would be nice to
have someone sending me the little
things like candy and flowers and asking
me out on a date. It would be wonderful
to hear someone ask me to marry them
instead of the other way around. The
question is, if women treated men the
way they are treated, would we continue
to feel the need to crossdress?

And now, Dina dear, here is a question
| pose to you, and to anyone else that
may even remotely think they may have
the answer; in almost all surveys of
crossdressers it is found that only a mi-
nor percentage of us are gay. Anyone
with any knowledge of the gay community
will also notice that only a minor per-
centage of gays are also crossdressers.
Look at any male seeking male ad, and it

continued on page 23

Over a decade of experience

from America Online

“In life there are no guarantees, but without trying there are only regrets.”
“Let this gg take you from debutante to goddess and beyond.”

Cdtips..

SERVICES

Consulting Photography
Wardrobe Specialist Salon a la carte
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Feminine Comportment _ Pmmedlc'"me 'S Iaste nall G ¥fie sy atom
Wig Selection and Maintenance — Full Epilation, organic & conventional

wardrobe & cosmetics

“\
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Transformation Expert
Phone: 215-878-3383
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Call now for your free initial consultation.

All inquiries strictly confidential.
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Alright Ya Varmint!

Activist groups are crawling out of
the woodwork. Here’s one that’s also
got a sense of humor.

BILLISSTIC USA is a small, South-
ern, militant, bisexual organization of
varmints. The definition of “varmint,”
according to most dictionaries, is a
Southern derivation of “vermin,”
which is a “noxious, objectionable ani-
mal; an objectionable or troublesome
person.” Bisexuals are often identified
as such critters, as our definitions of
fluid sexuality are often noxious to
monosexist constructs of gay-straight
dichotomies and homosexual-hetero-
sexual thinking. As varmints, bisexuals
often find themselves as small organi-
zations or individuals who annoyingly
yet persistently gnaw at the tethers of

monosexism that tie the Sexual Free-
dom Movement down and keep it
from moving forward.

Varmints tend to be considered of
little value, but also tend to be numer-
ous, hard to kill (physically and in
spirit), and will probably endure long
after more limited paradigms try to
spray them away, squish them, set
traps, or otherwise try to eliminate
them for being a nuisance. Bisexual ac-
tivism has often been looked upon by
the gay and lesbian establishment and
the heterosexual equivalent as just
such a persistent, minor nuisance.

Varmints come in many diverse
shapes, sizes, and types. Consider the
following varmint identities if you
would like to become part of

BILLISSTIC's efforts:

Rats, Badgers, Cockroaches, I'ruit
Bats, Gnats, Tasmanian Devils, Black
Widows, Moles, Possums, Wolverines,
Porcupines, Foxes, Platypuses, Alley
Cats, Hyenas, Spiders, Hedgehogs,
Fire Ants, Termites, Grandaddy, Lon-
glegs, Vampire Bats, Mice, htnrpmnb.
Stinkbugs, Brown Recluses, Polecats,
Armadillos, Packrats, Leeches, Ticks,
I'leas, Prairie Dogs, Chiggers, Dingo
Dogs, Slugs, Sharks, Maggots, Beavers,
Wild Boars, Jellyfish, Warthogs,
Wombats... and many, many others.

If you'd like to f(’f’h‘“fj with your
particular type of varmint and get
more information on BILLISTIC USA
email them at <tazal@aol.com>.

Transgender Discrimination or Lookism?

by Angela Gardner

We live in a world of “isms,” sexism,
ageism, racism, fascism and a few
more so obscure they're not even
worth mentioning. I'm going to add to
the confusion with lookism.

I was first victimized by lookism as
a little kid. I had to wear my “school
clothes” and Mom'’s idea of what the
well-dressed child wore to school and
that of the other kids was slightly di-
vergent. (There was the matter of that
crewcut, too.) Since I didn’t look like
everybody, else I became a target. This
kind of thing has gotten even worse in
our modern world of designer fashions
and “must have” accessories.

[ was in serious fashion trouble by
High School. In those dark old days,
nobody hip would wear white socks,
“highwater” pants and brown shoes. At
home I could dress as I liked to an ex-
tent. Sequined gowns were definitely
not allowed. No women's clothes at
all, come to think of it. I had to sneak
those.

If Mom would have let me wear the
clothes 1 wore at home to school 1
would have had an easier time fitting

in. I didn't fit in since 1 didn't look like
everybody else.

Now, what's all of this about my
dysfunctional childhood have to do
with transgender issues? It's an unfor-
tunate fact that the majority of the
world will categorize you, judge you
and treat you accordingly, based on
how you look. Since this is the case,
the transgendered person who looks
the best in their chosen gender role is
least likely to experience problems in-
teracting with society. Even if people
tumble to the fact that all is not as it
seems, if you look fabulous, they will
accept you more easily. Well, sure she’s
a man, but he’s so beautiful you can see
why he does drag.

What does this mean for the cross-
dresser who wears a size 16 frock,
stands six foot two in flats and has a
very manly face? If she wants to go out
and interact with the world at large
she’s got to be prepared for problems,
problems based more on lookism than
any other "ism. Look at that woman!
She looks like a man in a dress. It is! If
she could play the passing game and fit
in, she would be a lot more comfort-
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able in public. She can’t, and she
shouldn’t try. She should remember
that she has the same amount of “need
to dress up” as the girl who looks like a
supermodel, maybe more, but she has
to be aware that lookism will rear its
ugly head when she sets about satisfy-
ing her need. If she is prepared for
comments, adopts an open, rather than
defensive attitude, and responds in a
ladylike manner, by either ignoring
them or giving the commentator posi-
tive information about crossdressing,
then she will be able to enjoy herself
on public forays. If, on the other hand,
she becomes so paranoid that people
will recognize her manly nature, she
won't even notice if she does happen
to have a good time. Lookism can only
make you a victim if you subscribe to
its belief system, which says there must
be some thm;,, wrong with anyone who
looks different. You know there’s noth-
ing wrong with you. If you ask for re-
spect most lwnplv will put aside their
lookism and see you as a human being.
If they can’t do that, then they are the

ones who have something wrong g

with them.
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The Vinegar Tasters

by Vanessa Kaye, COTA

I frequently hear and read about re-
ligion and transgenderism. These con-
versations are exclusively centered
around how to interpret Christian
teachings and tenets in such a way as
to “justify” our right to be who we are.
I find it odd that a relatively “new,”
predominantly Western, minority reli-
gion is used as the spectacles through
which to view a universal and timeless
phenomenon. Among the Five World
Religions are Taoism, Confucianism,
Buddhism, Christianity and Islam.
There is value in all “good books™ and
in all “good teachings.” Without a
doubt, when we are dealing with such
an issue as transgenderism, which is
certainly not only a Western issue, we
should expand our scope.

Let me talk to you about an ancient
Chinese painting. Roughly translated,
it is titled, “The Vinegar Tasters.” In
this painting, composed long ago, we
see three men standing around a vat of
vinegar. Each has dipped his finger
into the vinegar and tasted of it. The
expression on each man’s face shows
his individual reaction. The painting is
intended to be allegorical and each of
the three men represent one of the
“Three Teachings” of China. The vin-
egar they are tasting represents the Es-
sence of Life. The three men repre-
sented are: K'ung Fu-tse (Confucius),
Buddha, and Lao-tse (author of the
oldest book of Taoism). For the pur-
poses of this story we shall call them
Confucius, Buddha and Lao-tse.

The first man has a sour look on his
face, the second wears a bitter expres-
sion, but the third man is smiling. Why
the difference?

To Confucius, life seemed rather
sour. He believed that the present was
out of step with the past and that the
world would be a much better place if
there were strict rules. Confucius em-
phasized a strict order which ruled the
affairs of all in his land. Anything that
did not fit into the established order,
was bad and not worthy.

To Buddha, the second figure in
our painting, life on earth was bitter.
This world, according to Buddha, was
filled with attachments and desires
that led to suffering. The world was
seen as a setter of traps, a generator of
illusions and a revolving wheel of end-
less pain. In order to find peace, Bud-
dha maintained that it was necessary to
transcend this world. The Buddhist
sees the path to happiness constantly
being interrupted by the bitterness of
this world.

Now we come to the third man in
our painting, Lao-tse. According to
Lao-tse, the world was governed by
the laws of nature, not by those of
men. He maintained that the more
man interfered with the natural bal-
ance of things, the more out of balance
the world became. As things became
unbalanced, trouble followed.

So why is Lao-tse smiling? We all
know what vinegar tastes like. And, if
the vat of vinegar represents the es-
sence of life, should he not also have
the bitter expression on his face? From
the Taoist point of view, sourness and
bitterness come from the interfering
and unappreciative mind. Life itself,
when understood and utilized for what
it is, is sweet. That is the message of
“The Vinegar Tasters.”

How does all of this relate to trans-
gendered behavior? Let us look at our-
selves through the eyes of the three
men in the painting and we shall see.

Confucius, set rigid standards of be-
havior. This is much the same as with
Christianity. To step outside of these
guidelines, is the determining factor
for what is right and wrong, what is
good and bad. Under this type of sys-
tem the individual is not allowed to ex-
plore and “shame” as well as “guilt” are
often the tools used to keep people in
line. It is no secret that any type of
transgendered behavior falls outside of
these guidelines. As a result, many of
our sisters feel tremendous guilt im-
mediately following the joyous explora-
tion of their alternate gender roles.
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This leaves them with a sour taste in
their mouths that is always associated
with their feelings and need for self ex-
pression.

Through the Buddhist’s eyes, while
there exist no clear black-and-white
definition or right and wrong, the key
is desire. Buddha emphasized that de-
sire causes suffering. He explained that
when one strives to become or achieve
something, failure results in sadness
and misery. If, on the other hand, one
had no desire, there would be no suf-
fering. In GenderLand, we all have de-
sires. We want to achieve a complete
expression of the alternate gender
within us. If we fail to reach the level
of experience we wish for, we feel a
“let down.” According to Buddha, we
would be happier if we never tried.

Now, let’s look through the eyes of
Lao-tse. To the Taoist, the femme na-
ture within us is much like a reservoir
of water waiting to be released. The
water will flow eventually and cannot
be stopped. In time, cracks or leaks
will develop, and the water will flow.
Trying to impede the natural tendency
of the water to flow its course results in
disaster. To Lao-tse, only by working
within the laws that govern the flow of
water will happiness be achieved.

To further illustrate, imagine wash-
ing your hands in the sink. If your
hands work with the water, the task of
cleansing you hands is accomplished
quite well and without incident. Now,
put your finger into the faucet to try to
stop or alter the direction of the flow

of water. What a mess! The water is
going everywhere and you really can’t
stop it or control it. We all have had
experience with trying to “stop” our
transgendered behavior, and the result
is calamity. Trying to “control” it with
artificially imposed rules is often
equally disastrous.

Lao-tse would encourage us to ex-
plore our gender roles. He would also

caution us to neither impede nor force

the emergence of our femme self. For
the gender-gifted individual, the devel-
opment of our femme selves should be
natural and balanced, only in that way,
will we find joy, and not bitterness.

Reprinted from the September
1995 issue of Sooner Belle



Shopping
‘With

Jessica
by J

ica Brandon

Happy New Year, girlfriends! Hope
you didn’ t consume too much egg nog
when you rang in the arrival of "96!
Now that we're (]c-t-p into winter,
there’s nothing (well, almost nothing!)
I like more than to curl up under the
covers on a frosty evening with some-
thing to read. And, this month, I'm go-
ing to chat about transgendered maga-
zines which, like everything else is
something we all shop for, provided of
course you don’t already subscribe.

If you love to read about transgen-
dered behavior, without feeling like
you need a shower afterwards, start
with Transgender (formerly Tapestry),
the quarterly magazine published by
the International Foundation for Gen-
der Education. Just as in it's earlier in-
carnation (this column went to press
before 1 got the newest version),
Transgender presents many interesting
articles on crossdressing, transsexual-
ism and spouses/significant others with
dignity, caring and devotion. You abso-
lutely can’ t go wrong with this mag.

Next up is LadyLike from JoAnn
Roberts of Creative Design Services.
Under the guidance of the legendary
“CyberQueen of Prussia,” LadyLike is
as classy as they come with articles,
short stories, fascinating profiles of
crossdressers from sea to shining sea,
JoAnn's own advice column (which 1
never miss), and my favorite part of
the mag, the “Mirror Mirror” section
with loads of pictures of the most
beautiful ladies around. Any mag that
features pictures of me definitely gets
high marks.
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From the Left Coast comes Kym-
berleigh Richard’s Cross-Talk, the only
monthly mag on my list. Highly infor-
mative, entertaining and thought pro-
voking, Cross-Talk has columns by
such luminaries as Virginia Prince,
JoAnn Roberts, Angela Gardner, Paula
Jordan Sinclair (I absolutely love the
hat she wears in her photo!) as well as
articles on transsexualism and spouses
and partners. There's also a good
amount of humor here too with the
Cross-Talk Comics, featuring the work
of Christine Jane Wilson and Great
Moments In TV History.

Then there’s Femme Mirror, a
magazine I haven”t seen very much of
since, as far as I know, it's available
only to the members of Tri-Ess, still,
it’s an excellent publication. As with
the other magazines, Mirror has many
interesting articles on transgendered
behavior as well as news on Tri-Ess
chapters in many states, it's own advice
column and pen pal section and “big
sister” sections (the latter for newcom-
ers into Tri-Ess). I wish Mirror was
more rt'.‘uli]}' available in the commu-
nity because it’s a great read.

While the aforementioned maga-
zines represent the pt'tligrt't-s. we also
have the runt of the litter, that being
Transformation. When it first came
out, I thought this would be something
special. Hell, T even subscribed to it
once, but it’s turned out to be ex-
tremely trashy, easily on par with Hus-
tler in terms of smut, with numerous
photos and drawings displaying genita-
lia. It’s publisher, Jeri Lee, touts
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Transformation as classy, but 1 find the
l)|)|mﬂih' to be true. Let the |1II_\('I' be-
ware when it comes to this mag.

Il;lsli_\. here’ s a chance for evervone
out there to be a part of this column
with my first “She pper’ s Survey.” I'd
be interested in knowing what kind of
stores you shop in regularly, if vou
kin'l‘ “en femme” or “en drab” (tell me
how you were treated in either guise
what one item you spend the most
lllfi“l'_\' on ;l]l(i W Ih\ i”ll‘ \\']‘hll |||'“l’ 5)
you think aren’t worth your money.

The answers you proy ide could
prove most helpful to your sisters in
their future expeditions to the stores,
so break out the pen, or ke -_\|m.-|rt| and
tell me what you think!

I'm planning on this being a series
of informal, bi-annual surveys to gauge
the climate of the s|mp])i1|t_{ |)n]:|l|;u'l-
in the transgendered community and,
more importantly, to share information
with everyone. After all, knowledge is
power! I'm sure you all have some-
thing (]iyiltlplll‘!;llll‘(‘ to say when it
comes to shopping. Well, girls, here's
vour forum! Send your responses to
Angela via the e-mail or snail mail ad-
dresses on page two and she’ll forward
them to me.

Until next month, be smart, buy
smart and look smart! Happy shop-
ping, sisters! ;

PERMANENT
PROFESSIONAL

HAIR
REMOVAL

...because this
unwanted problem
could unnecessarily
last forever

JOAN BENCAN
ELECTROLYSIS

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield

609-645-8618

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
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TransVamp Publications 7 "
proudly presents Kalina Isato’s Debra s Closet

O Tales of A Sexy Vampire, Second Edition

13 The Sexy Vampire Cookbook 5 . .
= * e Fashionable Consignments
} Each volume is $20 and chock full of makeup ) i
and image advice on how to look, act, and feel New DeSlgne] Fﬂﬁhl()ns
\ VOUr sexy best. Send $2 for mf'nl't' information LEI}"EIW'(].\"‘S
about these books and new wig brochure. o
) Discretion assured. . VISA b
N bl M
""" Mary Lerario, 2300 Walnut St. #4035, * MasterCard ®

Philadelphia, PA 19103 o Discover:s

e AMEX o

Eileen Shields Pudleiner
Free Consultation * Free Brochure
Dermatologist Recommended

A.B.E. ElectrﬂlySis Hargrove Plaza

Private Evening Shopping
by Appointment

40% off your first visit 2673 Haddonfield Road
Bethlehem. Pa 610-867-9446 Pennsuaken, NJ 08110
Allentown, Pa. 610-434-1420 | 609.486.9636
Hazleton, Pa. 717-455-4595
Kunkletown, Pa. 610-381-4758

Transvestite? Transsexual?
Dominant? Submissive?
Fantasies? Fetishes?
Too shy to meet in person?

Call now to where all lifestyles are treated in an
intelligent, caring, creative way. Perhaps you have
thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? Why be alone?
Call me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counseling and fantasy exploration. Ms. Scarlet,
Sweet TV Kelly and myself are available to train or transform you into the glamour
girl, or demure girl you desire to be.

Privacy assured. Call now for free 24 hour info: 215-602-2888.
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Wong Foo: Queen On The Street Inter-Review

By Angela Gardner

A new day has dawned. In this
brave new world, the positive role
models are tall, attractive, well dressed
drag queens, darling! To Wong Foo...
arrived and went but the box office re-
ceipts indicate the sight of Swayze and
Snipes in frocks and pumps definitely
did not scarie people, girlfriend.

Sure, there have been men disport-
ing themselves on the silver screen in
traditionally female attire for many
years. Back in the beginning of silent
movies, Julian Eltinge was a superstar,
the RuPaul of his time. He was so
popular they named a theater after
him in the Big Apple. That was back
around the turn of the century. But
then, drag went through a dark age.
From the "20s to the "60s there was
very little glitter to be found. (And, as
a friend of mine, Miss Jesse, always
says,“More glitter!”) Milton Berle and
Flip Wilson both played it for laughs.
“Serious” female impersonators who
did gain some acclaim were very care-
ful to never admit they might actually
enjoy the glamour. Heavens to Betsy,
no! ( Betsy Johnson, my fave designer!)

Until recently the idea of a man
performing in drag on a theater stage,
or in a film, has been limited to dress-
ing up for laughs, or dressing up for a
nefarious purpose. In the opinion of
this drag queen, we've had far too
many villains who use drag as a dis-
guise, or because of a mental problem.

That’s where To Wong Foo... devi-

ated from the norm: these girls love
their drag. They love it so much, they
seem to never take it off. But, we’ll get
to that later. First let’s see what some
of the real “girls” think. Ladies who
have actually worked the runway and
thrilled a crowd with their feminine
pulchritude, not just any queens.
These are ladies with credentials. Dim
the house lights and hit the music,
Blanche, It's show time!

Our first contestant is Berrie
Lyndon. She’s been performing as a
pmfessxonal female impersonator for
ten years, holds the Miss Cartwheel,
1990 title and was Miss Gay New
Jersey, 1990. What did she think?:
“Quite entertaining and a great movie.
A bit farfetched the way it happened.
It was a true “fairy” tale, so to say.
They (Swayze, Snipes, Leguizamo)
gave good attitude. They had the
campiness down. Drag was presented
in a very positive way, but I'd like to
know when they shaved.”

Miss Lyndon makes an excellent
point. Most of us who crossdress regu-
larly practically own stock in razor
companies, yet the girls in this picture
only seemed to shave once.

Oh, I could nit pick all night, but 1
think our next contestant sums up the
all the little reality flaws. Miss Monica
Rey has been in the biz for seventeen
years. She started her career in cou-
ture in Portland, Oregon. Like the
Wong Foo... queens, she dragged her
way across the country, but she did it

one drag show at a time and ended up
in New Hope where she is the Mis-
tress of Ceremonies for the Cart-
wheel’s Monday Night Drag
Search. Then on Tuesdays she hosts
the Monica Rey Drag Attack at the
Colosseum in Sayreville, New Jersey.
As Monica says, “You just have to un-
derstand it’s a movie. If you believe ev-
« r\tllmg you see in the movies you 'd
think we lived on a planet where intel-
ligent apes rule and Darth Vader is
king of the universe.”

Actually dear, he’s been deposed,
and those apes look simply marvelous
in dresses that feature an empire bod-
ice, but that's a couple more articles.
Gotta keep the show moving.

Now our next contestant. She’s the
Outreach Director of the Greater
Philadelphia Chapter of Renaissance
and a columnist in this newsletter. Not
a professional female impersonator,
but a talented amateur crossdresser
who has created her own femme per-
sona, please welcome Miss Jessica
Brandon. j(’ssi(‘a helps spread the
word that it’s okay for a guy to slip into
some satin now and then. What did she
think of To Wong Foo...? “All things
considered I thought it was handled
quite well. As far as Patrick, Wesley
and John, they portrayed the charac-
ters fairly (onvm(mgly But it did
stretch the boundaries of believability
at times. 1 mean everyone in the small
town seemed to think they were really
woman. I think it was a positive image

Chester, Pa. 19013 -

... Electrolysis. I've been through it.
I can help you through it.”

Jenell A. Ashlie

Professional Electrolysis

610287222091

—
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On The Street...

of crossdressing as a whole, although
not all queens would be as giving.”

An excellent point J('ss, but that
takes us back to what Monica said
about movies modifying reality. You
know you're in for some fantasy when
the trip from New York to Los Angeles
takes the ladies through Bala Cynwyd.
(Played a little too upscale by some
town in New York state.) I)mg is about
illusion and fantasy, so what does it
matter if things don't make that much
sense when you examine them. If you
look too closely at any great female im-
personation you'll see those annoying
little flaws. I\m{] of like Swayze's giant
size pores and the crow’s feet I've been
seeing in my mirror lately.) As long as
the light is low and the plot keeps bar-
reling along, the “girls” look great.

One of the flick’s major departures
from re: llll\ is in it's first premise: Nox-
ema (Snipes) and Vida (Swx 1yze) beat
out the hottest talent in the .\(\\ York
drag scene to win the drag contest that
sends them to 1.A.. Not n|1|}' do I]u"\'
win, but they tie for first place. Leslie
IFoster is another amateur crossdresser
and member of Renaissance GPC. Af-
"!Iuhu]
Leguizamo was definitely the best of
the three. I found myse Af ide ‘ntifying
with the characters, and for three guys
who probably never thought of playing
this type of role before,(Leg guizamo has

ter seeing the show she said,

portrayed drag characters and women
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in his HBO specials and on his Fox-TV
show. House of Buggin®) they were
phenomenal.”

Phenomenal, but not flawless. 1t
takes the “willful suspension of disbe-
lief” for us to believe last year’s Queen
of The Year was Rachel Tensions a
statuesque beauty (played by the flaw-
less RuPaul) and this year we get
Wesley Snipe’s with muscles bulging
all over and Swayze wearing gloves al-
most the whole time to cover his large
||1;m|} hands. (Come to think of it, 1
know crossdressers who do that.)

Don’t think I'm some evil queen
dishing the Hollywood actors. They
did a great job and if Vida and Noxema
had not been portrayed by major stars,
the film would really be another
Priscilla, alittle art house movie that
only the lucky few would see.

To Wong Foo, Thanks For Every-
thing, Julie Newmar was a ground
breaking film. Its message is accep-
tance, from society and from within,
and while other films in recent years
have promoted tolerance of people
who society views as “different,” this is
the first ])IL, budget, gonna-be-seen-by-
a-bunch-of-folks film that should make
it a little easier for people to see that
drag queens, crossdressers, transves-
tites and others with gender identity is-
sues are not strange or prrvt-rt('d,
They're just people. People with, as
Noxema says, “Too much fashion sense
for one gender.”

A

| a sissy.

Letters...

is not uncommon to see the words, “No
Fems.” So if homosexuals are a minority
within the gender community, and cross-
dressers are a minority in the gay com-
munity, why does society consider cross-
dressing to be a gay thing?

Sincerely,

Barbara Jean Jasen

Editor’s reply:
Barbara Jean,
I give you my opinion on the “cross-
| The gen-
eral public was raised to think that any
male who dresses like a female must be

dressers must be gay” issue.

Everyone knows sissies
So,
must be

are fag-
who crossdresses

It all

gots. anybody

one of those queers.
comes down to ignorance.

[ invite anyone with answers or com-
ments on Barbara's letter to send us

l]u-irupininus and we'll ]mNisIl them in

the letters column next month. g

To All Subseribers!
Renaissance announces an
increase in the annual
subscription rate from $16,
where it had been for
several years, to $20 due to
increased production costs.

Please note: your 1996
membership dues will
reflect this increase.

Sewing by

LORRAINE ANDERSON

For that one of a kind dress,
for the once in a while woman...

The Occasional Woman
custom creations*costumes®alterations

61023520248

. J
: ;WI? &
C

Large Selection

René of Paris, Henry Margu, Eva Gabor

Call for appointment
(610) 446-0799

([9’«1‘

and more.
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True Confession: I’'m A Transvestite Cat

by “Lucky Cat” Kirkland

Hello, my name is “Lucky Cat.” Tam a
solid black house cat, formerly male. I live
at the Kirkland household, and a better
home no cat could want. Meet my family.
My real mother was soon n-p]:lwl] |1_\' a hu-
man “mom,” a L“hiltly' young woman called
“Peanut.” Her mom, known to you as Eve-
lyn, is then called “Grandmom.”, A third
human called “Poppie” is grandmom’s
mate. Just like me, these three humans
wear nametags, However Poppie’s neck-
lace says “Maryann.” That I can read En-
glish is a big secret— do not tell anyone.

I can tell these family members apart by

voice and smell. They all appear to wear
the same clothing especially at night. All
three put on pantyhose which amuses me
greatly. I pull them down as they pull them
up. I put them in a pissy mood when I tres-
pass on the lingerie drying racks. It looks
like a “jungle gym” for kittens but covered
with bras, stockings, and panties. When
Poppie sees the collapsed racks and gar-

ments askew, he becomes a “Jungle Jim.” 1

get punted like a football and squirted with
water. 1 think he has a hormone imbalance

All three have Inllull.‘tirml their head
but Poppie’s hair comes off. I am fed gen-
erous amounts of real tuna which gives me
lustrous, shiny and silky fur. Poppie eats
tuna too and grows dark hairy fur on his
body, then he shaves it off! T watched him
for hours. Yes, he spends hours in the bath-
tub removing his fur. How awful to be
completely covered in bubbles and per-
fumed water! Yet he beams a smile. Being
a curious tyke, I usually wear soap bubbles,
much to l’nppiv'.\ amusement.

Despite Poppie’s efforts to look like the
other two females in the house, 1 know he
is different. He :«p('mls time in a real neat
room down the hall. It has a bed, but he
cannot sleep in it because of the books, pa-
pers, crinolines and petticoats Ill':l.l'lt'!l upon
it. He calls it Maryann's room but it looks
like a ballerina’s dressing room. This Mary-
ann person doesn’t stay long in her own
room. She's always in a rush to leave the

house. 1 am suspicious. She looks like

GENDER ISSUES

with Dr. Lee Etscovitz

Individual and Small Group Sessions
Reasonable Rates

PO Box 471 « Willow Grove, PA « 19090
Leave A Private Message: (215) 657-1560

Poppie with long hair!

I'm sure you dear readers know how
sensitive a cat’s paws are. Like many of
you, I like the leel of nylon, satin, and silk
Many a day I crawl inside these chiffon
petticoats and take a nap. If I see an open
dresser drawe, 1 jump right in. My favorite
one is Poppie’s underwear drawer. My
mom, Peanut, used to frown on my under-
wear anties. Heck, now she encourages me
and opens up drawers for me as long as the
undies belong to someone else.

Poppie calls me a transvestite cat. This
is nonsense as cats do not wear clothing to
connote gender. Perhaps Poppie, being so
smart and smug, can find a transvestite in a
nudist colony. But wait a minute, perhaps
he is right. T was reading the DSM-IV just
the other day. I have been thinking about
and romping in Poppie’s sainty undies for
over 6 months. Am 1 a fetishistic transves-
tite or a transvestic fetishist? Who cares?

Why can’t humans, who think they are
so brilliant, take a lesson from a simple
house cat: love yourself, eat well, and take

‘4

plenty of naps.

Sexuality Issue

P K Consulting Associates
Patricia Klein, M.S.

Orientation * Gender Identity

CREATIVE
PSYCHOTHERAPY
ASSOCIATES

BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGIST

Individual, Family, Marital,
Divorce & Sexual Counseling

Judith D. Dean
Ed. D., M. Div., M.S.

Partners ® Families

1013 Brookside Rd
Allentown, PA 18106

Box 3624
610-821-2955
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you may obtain back issues of the newsletter free on request. Dues after Oct. 1st are the full amount
but count for the following calendar year. Please mark your choice(s) below:

Q Renaissance Greater Philadelphia, 987 Old Eagle School Rd, Suite 719, Wayne, PA, 19087
Q) $40 per calendar year.

Renaissance South Jersey, PO Box 189, Mays Landing, NJ, 08330

() $36 per calendar year.

Renaissance Lower Susquehanna Valley, PO Box 2122, Harrisburg, PA 17105

(J $40 per calendar year.

Renaissance Delaware, PO Box 5656, Wilmington, DE 19808

() $40 per calendar year.

Newsletter subscription only, 987 Old Eagle School Rd, Suite 719, Wayne, PA, 19087

J $20 per calendar year.
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Additional donation to national $ (tax deductible)

Membership in a chapter includes a national newsletter subscription. Make all checks or money
orders payable to Renaissance. Mail this form to your chapter or to the national office.

Membership Change of Name or Address

If you have changed your mailing name or address since you last renewed your membership, please
complete this form to insure uninterrupted delivery of your newsletter and other important
information.

Previous Mailing Name:

Previous Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip:

New Mailing Name:
New Mailing Address:
City: State: Zip:






