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USPS Sex Policy May Cover TGs 
On 1 ovember twentieth 1995 ICTLEP received n 

fnx of''NAPS" Vol 47 #16 ii;ith rm orticle, o portion 
of which rends os follows: 

The U Postal Service has complet cl a new 
policy that prohibits discrimination in th postal 
workplace bas cl on sexual orientation or identity. 
Postmaster CC'neral Marvin Runyon is uecl th fol
lowing stat m nt about the policy: 'Th Po tal r
vice i committed to ensuring a workplace that is 
free of discrimination and to fost ring a climate in 
which all employees may participat , contribute and 
grow to their full st. \V recogniz and valu our di
vers workforc and ar committed to fair tr at
ment of all employees. 

"Harassment ;md disparate treatment based on 
actual or perceived sexual orientation or identity 
' ill not be p rmitt d or condon d in th Po tal er
vice. Thi policy does not alt r current standards or 
conduct and dress for postal mployees. All Postal 

ervice employees have the responsibility to sup
port this policy and to take appropriate step to n
sure a workplace fre of di crimination against any 
per on ba don his or h r sexual orientation or 

identity." [ mphasis ours] 
Upon r e iving the fax, I TLEP Executive Di-

r ctor, Phyllis Randolph Frye, of~ r cl the following 
observations: "I believ that the 'or identit ' lan
guag along with the 'or perc ived' language wa 
probably designed to cover th transgender c0minu
nity. I b Ii ve this ven mor because or the care 
that was taken to m ntion that dress standard were 
not altered. 

"\\'bile I TLEP cannot tak er dit for this 
polic , we do hop to honor the person or persons 
who did. 1 TLEP began to educate the community 
in 1991 about the di mal tate of transg nd r law, to 
design strategies for progressive change, and to pro
vide tool for transgendered people to work on their 
own for legal change. ln 1991 , th re was a lot going 
on in the transgend r community, but th re was a 
vacuum with re p t to ran gend r law. 

"Employment Polic has been in the ICTLEP 
name and focus since it began.\\ bile we' re not the 
only organization in the th movement for tnmsgen
d r employment protection. J TLEP has be n and 
r main one of th I ader in the strugglc ... 

Another Boston Transsexual Murdered 
by Nancy Nangeroni 
Following the Ma 15 strangulation-stabbing of 

Deborah Forte in Haverill, Mass., another Boston
area b·anssexual , Chan I Pick tt, 23, was strangled 
to cl ath inn arby\Vatcrtown, Mas., early on th 
morning or ovember 20, 1995. rrest din th 
case was \\ 'illiam C. Palmer, 34, a manager of com
puter programming for Unisys in Somerville. 
Pickett was found dead in Palmer's room around 
l:OO PM, about ight hours after the mu rd r oc
curred. Palm r's attorn y call d the police. 

Palm r i r put d to b an admirer of pr -op 
transsexuals who frequented the Playland, one or 
Boston's two transsexual pick-up bm·s. On the' 
vening of November I 9, Palmer drove Pickett and 

her twin transsexual sister Gabriell to their 
helsea apartment, staying for about 90 minut s to 

drink, and do cocaine he had purcha cl near tlw 
Playlancl. Palmer apparently attempted to persuade 
the twins to participate in a threC' -wn~· tryst . Only 

Chan l pack cl an bag and went home with him. Ac
cording to Gabrielle, Chanel did not regard Palmer 
as a trick, but as a potential relationship partner. 

Palm r's roommat s stated he and Pickett spent 
five hours in Palmer's room, during which time an 
argument broke out. The roommates knocked on 
the door, but wer assured everything was nil right. 

hortly thereafter, the conHict escalated and Pickett 
was trangled to death. 

D spite admitting his guilt, Palmer enter cl a 
'· ot Guilty" plea in Waltham District ourt , b.1sing 
bis defens on grounds he wa unaware Picket was 
"a lw:· and that this discove1y led directly to lwr 
strangulation. Buttressing Palmer's claim of igno
ranc , cl ~ nse attorney \\ 'alt r B. Prince, quoted i11 
the Bo. ton Globe, brand cl allegation "absurd '" that 
Paliner dated transsexuals or knew Pickett had ma! 
g nital . 11 aid. '"\\ ' han' it on pretty solid ground 
that any accusations of that nature arc cerlai11lv false 
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~ Chapter & Affiliate Information $JJ 

Chaplen 

Delaware 

Wilmington, D laware: meC'ts 
second Saturda of each month . \\'rite' 
for info to: PO B x 56.56, \\ 'i lminglon, 
DE 19 08. 

New Jersey 

South Jersey/Shore Area: Chap
ter op rations hav be n uspcnded 
p nding the location of a n w meeting 
site. Call 610-975-91I9 for info. 

Pennsylvania 

Greater Philadelphia: Writ Re
naissance GP , 9 7 Old 'agle chool 
Rd., uite 719, W a nc, Pa. 190 7. 
Meets third Saturday of the month in 
King of Prussia. Doors open pm all 
y ar 'round. al l 610-975-9ll9 for in
formation. 

Lower Susquehanna Valley: 
\\'rite R naissanc LS , Box 2122 
Harrisburg, PA 17 105. 1'1 eC'ts on the 
first Saturday of thC' month. all 7 J 7-
7 0- ·1 LSV (780-157 ) for location and 
meeting tim s. 

Affiliates 

California 

Orange County: Powder Puffs of 
California, PO Box 10 , Yorba Linda, 
CA926 6, or mail to <ppoc@aol.com > 

Connecticut 

Bridgeport/New Haven: 
connecticu1Vi w, c/o D nisc Ma on, 
PO Box 2281, Devon, CT 06460. 
Monthly newsletter and activities. 

Georgia 

Atlanta: The Am rican Educational 
G nd r Information rvic ( EGI ), 
PO Box 33724, Decatur, CA 30033-
0724 or cal l 404-939-0244, or PmRil to 
<aegis@mindspring.com>. Informa
tion resourc s & r f errals. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender Explora
tion (A ... E. ), PO Box T562, tbnta. 
GA 30357, 404-939-2 12 . 

Illinois 

Chicago: TliC' Clricago Gender So
ci<.>ly, PO Box 5713005, hie-ago, 11 . 
60657, 708-749- 1202. 

Louisiana 

ew Orleans: The .ulf C nder 
Allianc , PO Box 702 13, w r-
leans, LA 70 187- 1300. 

Maryland 

An affiliate is forming in the 
Baltimore area. \\'rite Tran°Quility, 
clo olleen . ,

 Baltimore, MD , 2 12 1 -39 12. 

New Jeney 

. Central Jersey: fo11moutlu' 
Ocean Trans C nder, ( 10TG), w1ite 
PO Box 243, Red Bank, NJ 07701 or 
call 90 -219-9094. 

New York 

Manhattan: M tropolitan Gender 
l'\C'lwork (MCN ), write 561 lludson 

l., Box4.5, wYork, 1 Y10014,or 
call 201-794- 1665, Ext. 332. 

Long Island: J ew York .IRL & 
Partner , PO Box 456, entercacl1, NY 
11720, all 5 16-732-5 11 5 for inro. 

Long I land: Long l land I• em me 
K>q)ression (LIFE), PO Box 30 15, 
Lake Ronkonkoma, J Y 11779-0147. 

Oklahoma 

Central Oklahoma: ooner DivPr
sity, part of the entral Oklahoma 
Tran g nd r Allianc (COTA). on
tact. Rach 1 , P.O . Box 575, 

onnan, OK 73070. 

Pennsylvania 

Lehigh Valley/Pocono area: 
01theast m Pa. Transgend r Alli

ance, EPTCA, meetings on th sec
ond aturda of th month in the 
Alle ntow11 area. CRll for directions and 
more information, 610-82 1-2955. 
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© 199.5, lknais anc<' Education Asso
c:it\l ion , Inc .. 9 7 Old ' agle School 
Hd., S lite 7 19, \\ 'ayn , Pa. 190 7. 
Plwne: 610-975-9119 

.'2 p r i sue, $20pcr year ( 12 iss11 ). 
Back issues are available for $2 per 
copy plu $0.52 po tagP and handling. 
Send check or M .0. to tire above' ad
dress, attention: Beth Marshall. 
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Angela Gardner 

Contributing Editoa·s 
Dina Amberle 
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Creative De. ·ign ervices 

Disb·ibution 
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Jessica Brandon 

Arlicles, opinion pieces, and letters to the 
editor arc always welcome. Ideas for ar
ticles and opinion pieces should be sent to 
onr editorial office care of Renaissance, 
PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020-0530. 
Or llse email to <bensalem@cpcn.eom>. 
Complimentary and irate lette1·s to the 
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Renaissance is a 50 l[c][3) non-profit orga
nh:ation providing education and support 
to the transgender community and the 
general public. 

Local Calendar 
January 

6 Ren. L \!meeting 
13 Ren. So11th Jersey-suspend cl 
13 Ren. Delaware 
13 1 EPTGA, All ntown 
20 R n. PC 
27 Balto. ffiliate 

February 
3 R n. LSV me ting 

10 Ren. South )er - usp nd d 
LO Ren. D lawar 
I 0 EPT A, All ntown 
17 
24 



Oh, what a year! We found out that 
Tom Crui e dr ssed up when h was 
twclv . Howard Stern dr .ss cl up for 
his new book, and RuPaul signed con
tracts to dress up ads for M.A.C. Cos
metics and Bailey' lri h Cream. 
Charles Busch did his first acting rol 
in ma! attir . We ley Snipes and 
Pah;ck Swayze did their first acting 
in dresses (a far as we know) and the 
costumes from Priscilla Queen of 
The D esert, which went way beyond 
simple dr sses, picked up an Oscar. 
Yes it was a year fraught with drag hap
penings. Let's hop the trend contin-
u and we get ven mor good trans
gender films and e>..'PO ure in 1996. 

ow, look out. .... here comes my first 
column of the year. 

Return of The "Sex Change Cop" 

Janet Aiello seems to b doing all 
she can to provoke the IIobok n Police 
department. Tew York's Channel 11 
reported Aiello was called in for a dis
ciplinary hearing. H r attorney used 
th occasion to maintain the depart
ment was watching every little mov 
she made and would essentially hound 
her into an early r tirement, since she 
mak s the big macho cops uncomfort
abl . ow that's an easy position for 
us , as mernb rs of the transgender 
community, to sympathize with. How
ever, eveI)' report I have seen about 
Lt. iello indicates that she has not 
tried to coop rate with the department 
at all. Th hearing on DecC'mber first 
took place becau e sh went on an 
eight month leave or abs nee and 
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never responded to the Chief of 
Polic 's r qu st for her to me t with 
him and I t him know when she was 
coming back to work. Refusing to do 
that sounds a little like insubordination 
to me, and possibly, a way to generate 
a hefty lawsuit and pick up a little 
spare change. 

\\ hatever Aiello's hidd n agenda 
may be, it's nice to note that Channel 
11 was politically correct throughout 
its report and used the prop r pronoun 
wh n they r ~ rred to Ai llo. Aiello's 
mother talked on camera about how 
she supported her "daughter" in every
thing. Apparently Ai llo was more 
communicative with h r mother than 
she was with h r mploy r. In any 
cas , good luck Janet. A girl does have 
to eat and pay the rent. 

Look At The Hooters On 
That Cuy 

The oh so tasteful restaurant chain, 
Hoote1·s (it's not called that cause owls 
live in th kitchen) is being hassled by 
the Equal Employm nt Opportunity 
Commission to hir male wait staff. 
The EEOC's position being that Hoot
ers is discriminating against qualified 
men who need a job and are kept out 
of work becaus of th fem ale only hir
ing policy. I say they should hire men. 
Oh, not like the guy in the ads I-looters 
has been running to win th ir case in 
the court or public opinion. (Jessica 
Brandon sent me a story from the 
newspap r and l ev n saw a billboard 
with a photo of the "ll ootcrs Man. " Il e 
looks a little lik Tom Selleck and i 
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wearing a wig, mustache, Hooters Girl 
costum and imp ring a bit. r 
comse, he looks ridiculous, and T 
wouldn't want to order a burger off or 
him.)\\ hat I cont mplate is a method 
wh r by 11 ooters could atisfy th 
technical letter or the law and do a 
public service to the transgcnder com
munity. They should hire transgen
dered Hooters ,iris. Ian of us have' 
the nee ssary equipm nt for th job 
tmd need the money to maintain that 
equipment. lf Hooters could offer a 
great health plan that cover cl a girl's 

ndocrinology bills, and maybe, after a 
few years as part of the "male" wait 
staff, covered transition costs, I'm sure 
they'd have no trouble at all filling out 
th ir employm nt roster. It wouldn't 
be quit \>vhat the gov rnment had in 
mind but I think it's a great idea. Why 
don't we all at least send our photos to 
Hooters and offer them this solution to 
th ir dilemma? I know they're gonna 
thank us for it. Maybe w can g t fr e 
food coupons! 

Here She Is .•. 

ntle readers, 'tis the season for 
pageantry and sp ctacl . F male Im
personator beauty contests have been 
going strong as an outlet for gay cross
dressers with a yen for glamour and 
this year is no exception. Back in De
cember I witnessed th Miss Bucks 
County, Miss New Hope Female 
Impersonator U.S.of A. Pageant 
1996 (what's up with thes long 
titles?) at the local fire hall in ew 
Hope, Pennsylvania. Monica Rey, th 
Queen of ew Hope, was co-M 
along with an entertaining lady called 
Harmonica Sunbeam. I cheered the 
winner, of the Miss Bucks portion, 
Cherry Pie. (I was seated at a table 
with her boyfriend, so I had to cheer) 
All of the girls perfonned Oawl ssly in 
their talent competi tion, but Miss Pie 
took u to Broadway with a production 
number from The Kiss of The Spirier 
\Vo111a11. The only thing that cam<' 
clos was Joy's r ndition or a number 
f"rorn The Bf'sl Little Whoreho11Sl' / 11 

Texas , f ea tu ring a full liuc up of' happy 
go lucky pro titutes ( v<?n a CG) aud 

co11 ti1111ed next !'11{!,C' 



News Beat ... 
dancing cowboy Johns. (Oh, those 
counhy folk know how to hav a good 
time.) Tl at, along with h r oth rat
tribut s brought Joy the Miss ew 
Bop title. Jody Lynn was appointed 
First Alt mate. 

The Grande Dam of ew Hope, 
Mother Capalucci (on of th old st 
drag queens I know) pres nt d th 
Danee Russo Miss Conge niality 
Award, so named in honor of Dan e 
Russo a longtim m mb r of th 
Hope seen who rec ntly pa sed awa . 
There were special performances b 
past winners and th emcees. fter
wards w all hurri cl off to The Ca1t
wheel for th pag ant aft r party. 

All of the winners will participate in 
the Miss Liberty State U .S.of A. 
Pennsylvania Pageant, March 29th 
and 30tl1 at the Doubletree Hot l in 
Center City Philadelphia. (Sit of th 
1993 IFGE Convention.) The extra 
entertainment is a little more high
powered, to go with the upscal venue. 
Th sp cial gu t is RuPaul. Gee, if 
someone planned ahead, ma be we 
could have a Renaissance table at the 

vent. Anyon wanting mor informa
tion on th pag ant just past or th 
March vent may contact th pro
moter, producer and director, Hick 

rosby at 215- . 

... But Before That 

You'll have anoth r chanc · to glam 
up in February when they hold T he 
Second Annual Mis Northern 
States U.S. of A. Pageant on the 
10th, at the \ arwick Hotel. Th fes
tivities begin at six thirty in th evening 
with a VIP reception hosted b Miss 

orthern States 1995, Kie rra , and 
Maya Douglas, Miss U.S. of A. 1995. 
G nera1 admission ticket holders are 
let in at 7PM and th show starts at 
eight. Miss orthem States is a pr -
liminary pageant tliat sends the winner 
and runner-up to th U.S.of A. Na
tional Compe tition. A portion of tli 
proceeds will be donated to People 
Living With AIDS. For tick t informa-
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lion a11d r('servntions, call 21.5-232-
2391or2 15-735-6114. 

••• And After That 

0. 1 

Yo11 are cordially invited by 
H.M.l.S. M. Empress IX Philomena 
of Faith, Hope and Cartie r , and 
The Impe l'ial Court of New York to 
bu_ y<'I a11other formal gown and at-
t nd tlw Tenth Annual Night of A 
Thousand Gowns. This is a must for 
thos1· sniousl addict cl to glamour. 
Thcrl' n ·a lly will be a thousand gowns, 
give or take five hundr cl. It happ ns 
Satunla pril 20th, 1996 at th 

heratrn1 ewYork llot 1 on v nth 
Avenlll' at .52nd Street in ew York 

ity. Ti<"kets are <l bit pricey but if 
you'v<' got th spare change it is a glit
tering cvt'ning. For more inf"om1ation 
call: 11. I. I. .M. Em pre Philornen<I, 
212- , Thon1 Hanse n, Presi
dent I ' Y 212  or Empress 
VlI oco La Chine, 212-  
Imagin that. you can g t th Empres 
on the phone just like an ' other per
son. If the thought of talking to royalty 
is too much, try writing to: I mp rial 
Court of 1 ew York, 61 East th tr t, 

o.149. cw York, Y 10003. K p 
an ey open for me. I'll probabl ' be 
sitting in the lobb watching everyone' 
com in. I 'v n verb en ab! to afford 
a ticket o why hould '96 b . diffi rent? 

Whip Me, Beat Me, 
Buy Me A Leather Bra 

The female-only SIM club in Phila
d lphia, Female Trouble (I lo e that 
nam ) mad a major cl cision that af
fects those in th transgender commu
nity who enjoy sadism and masochism, 
as they wrestle with gend r issues. Af
ter debating for nin months, about 
wh •th r or not they should admit 
transgendercd members, th group fi
nally reached this decision: "'Memb r
ship is op n to all women over the age 
or I who hav a legitimat int rest in 
SI 1 play with other women ... F male 
Troubl r cogniz.es that gender iden
tity for some of us is fixed, and (for) 
others fluid. To that end, membership 
is extend cl to thos who elf-id ntify 
as wom n, and to thos who have b en 
rais<'d a [, mal but are now exploring 

4 

their gender idC'nlity .. ."" 
This means that both MtF and Ft~I 

indi icluals are wPlcome at FemalC' 
Troubl(. So, if you enjoy that kind of 
trouble, why not giv . them a call. Tlw 
number is 215-732-6 9 . 

Another Trpe of TC Trouble 

It eems that one gm nt of so ·i ty 
appreciate transsexuals. U nfortu-
nat ly. it' th criminal s gm nt. A 
number of criminals hav caught on to 
the fact that when som on transitions 
th y leave an old identity just hanging 
around, collecting dust . Those old 
identitie have credit histories <mcl the 
crooks use them to obtain new credit 
card . Be a smait g nd r-swapper and 
tak a tip from Miss ruff. th trans
gend r crime dog, actually. several 
tips. Make sure your Credit Bur ;tu In
formation is clumge<l. otify all your 
er ditor , curr nt and pa t that you 
have changed your name and give 
them pecific order to n ver issu 
cards, information or mailings in your 
old name. Be sure to kePp a certified 
cop of your name chang paperwork 
in a afe place, lik a afc deposit box, 
and just to b sure, carry a copy with 
you at all times in case you have to 
prove that while you ma)' be a brand 

ls i ntitl cl to 
··old" you. 

Be a Writer, Or Just 
Look Like One 

Don't sp nd your Ii~ in obscurity. 
If ou'v r ad a book you know would 
be of int r st to th tran g nd r com
munity, or viewed a video that tells it 
like it is, write us a review for Book 
Nook. Th Book 1 ook Babe n eds 
more stuff to watch and read, so do 
your pa1t and type up a short r view 
(pleas ) ands nd th hard copy or 
noppy disk to our Editorial Offic , clo 
Renaissance, PO Box 530, Bensalem, 
PA 19020. e ya in print 

New Leade1·s Take The Reins 

Congratulations to all n w hapter 
Leaders and officers. If you send u a 
chapt r pres release with evet)'One's 
name and title , we' ll publish it so thC' 
whole Renaissance organization will 



know who you arc. If you have- good 
phot·os of the- nt'w chaptC'I" tC'ilil1 SC'lld 

those as wc-11. CC' l rverything to the 
Editorial Office by the middle of Ja11u
<lry <llld look for yoursc-lvc-s in the Fc-b
ruary issue. My, that's the Swimsuit Is
sue. llow tim C' nies wh n ou'r 
grinding out twelve newsletters a _vl'ar. 
\\ 'e got a good response to our swim
su it requests so sC've ral bathing beau
ties will brighten your clay in Fe bruary. 

Many thanks to Linda C henowith 
who led the ational Board of Direc
tors in 1995. ShC' is thC' first genetic f e
male to lead a national transgender or
ganization and sh<' did a great job. 

tepping into her power pumps for 
1996 is someon who has prior exp ri
nc in th job, Ang la Gnrdn r (hey, 

that's me! ). My focu for 1996 will be 
the streamlining of our organization. 

ometimes people who come to Re
naissance for help with gende r issues 
end up falling through the cracks. It's 
sometimes difficult to maintain a high 
level o[ comm itment in an all -volun
tee r organization (no one at Renais
sanc is paid for th ir work). So, while 
we do our best, when we fail to h lp 
someone and they disappear, ' e know 
we could have done a bette r job. I'll 
will b working on plugging up the 
cracks and making sur that v ryone 
who comes to 1s is properly served 
because, "The transgende red customer 
is always right." 

A Loa n To Tlie Library 

Th Renaissance ational Library 
could use your h Ip . If you are in the 
Greater Philade lphia area and would 
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I ikc to donate some tirn C' to hC'ip gC' t 
the library' more uscr- rriendly contact 
the Libr.1ry Boss Lady, Lee Etscovi tz 
at th<' national office or by emai l 

@voicenet.com> and see what 
kind or filing and organization she 
need to have clone. If you <Ire not in 
the arl'a and would still like to he lp out 
the Libnuy, consider donating a book 
or givi11g us a donation to purclias a 
1 ook. Talk to L e about what she 
would like to add to the Library. 

What The H e ck Do You Think? 

This n wsletter is your window on 
th trnnsgende r community. For some 
people, it is their only contact with 
othe rs like themselves. For others, it is 
a few pieces or pap r th y get in th 
mail and glance at now and then. 
\ Vhatever I urpose the n wsletter 
se rves for you, we'd like to know about 
it. \\ ithout feedback on how we're do
ing, we can 't adapt to se rve your ne els. 
\\ ' rite us a letter, send us e mail , throw 
a rock with a note through the Edito
rial Office window, but le t us know if 
you like something, don' t like some
thing or wonder what the h ck we 
rn ant by that . All the contact info is 
on Page 2. 

Casting Call 

Ok girls, he re's a chance for all o[ 

you transg nde red orma Desmond's 
and Marilyn Monroe's to take a shot at 
sta rdom. feature film (untitled so 
far ) is going to shoot in ew York City 
this coming Spring. Bambie Sente 
Ca ting has the task of finding four 
transgende red actresses for principal 

roles. That's what thosC' of us in the' 
business call "asp aking part'" or, "Oh 
Boy! Big Bucks!" Of course, since I 
heard abou t it first, l'vC' air ady SC'nt 
my pictu re and rcsu nH:' but there arr 
four parts availabl so the re's plenty of 
room for all of us. 

The breakdown is as follows: Orw 
he-male/pre-op TS , forty )'C'ar old . 

and pref rably African/Ame rican . OnC' 
MtF, T , forty years old. One 1tFhln
drogynous TC , l to 25 yea rs old. One 
MtF, thirty to forty years old , of the 
Asian persuasion. Those who know m · 
will attest that I am not suited for 

ithe r the A irn1 or African-AnlC'rican 
parts but, ma be with a littl e coach
ing. .. ah, I'll be satisfied with tbe 
other old r part. (I can ' t play 18 to 25 
e ithe r. ) If you have acting ab ility, expe
rience and commitm nt, send your 
photo and resume to Bambie ente 
Casting, 48 Eight Ave., Suite 224, le\\' 

York, Y 10014. The breakdown says 
"Serious answer only" at th bottom. 
So, don't b a dilettante, b a pro. 
Make sure your phone number is on 
your picture and don ' t send anything 
kinky or naughty. 

That's it for anothe r sparkling col
umn o[ news you can use, and abuse. 
Keep those cards and le tte rs coming 
and aufweidersehen my little muffins . 

Mon. -Thur. - Fri. : 9:00 to 9:00 • Tue. - Wed. - Sat. : 9:00 to 5:30 SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 

215-788-2857 

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 
and Hard to Fit Sizes 

Private Fitting If Desi red 

Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towe rs 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon 

308 Mill Street 
Bristol, PA 19007 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11 AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 
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TS Murder ... 
an<l out of character for a gent! man 
who has lived the normal upstanding 
Ii~ that he has. He has worked every 
clay of his life since high school and has 
deep roots in the ommunity. " Prine 
was further quoted in the Boston Her
ald as stating, "clearly [th r ] was a 
horr ndous fight that occurred, and 
my client [Palmer] received multipl 
bruises and bites from this assailant." 
Prince did not address whether the 
bruises Palmer suffi r cl might ha e 
b en incurr d whil the victim 
struggled for her life. 

Palmer's assertion of ignorance was 
refuted by patrons of the Playland in 
the strong st possible te rms, including 
Gabri Ile Picke tt, the dead girl's sister. 
Typical of comments were those of one 
transvestite patron, who d dared, 
"(Palmer] had approached m on 
time. H e ask cl m if! had real 
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brea ts. l said,' o, because I'm not a 
pre-op.' That's wl1en he see111ecl to lose 
int .re t." Anoth r patron, 30-y ar old 
transsexual Toya r h<:>arrion , who 
<lat cl Palm r four tim s, stated , "II 
knew what he was doing. H e loves 
them [transs xuals]." 

Pros cu ting Assistant District Attor
ne Thomas O'Reill r put di ac
cepted Palm r's plea of initial igno
ranc of Pick tt's g nder. Ilowever, 
according to n wspap r accounts at 
the bail hea ring, O 'Reilly quot cl 
Palmer as declaring to the dead 
woman, just hours before he strangled 
her, "You're th best-looking pre-or 
transsexual I've <:>ver s en.'' 

In the words of Toyae r b arrion . 
Cbanel was "a beautiful pe rson. She 
wa alwa thcr for you if you n decl 
something." with Brandon Teena 
and D borah Fort , the Trans xual 
Menace and friends will hold a lemo
rial Vigil on the opening day of tl1e 
murd r trial. 

Labels: Who Needs 'Em? 
by Je sica Brandon 
After reading Rachel 's 

rather interesting piece on gender ter
minology, I fe lt comp lied to acid my 
five cents (factoring inOation) because 
it amaz s me how so many t rms for 
transgende~d .i:e9ple have cropped up 
over the last several years, like roaches 
crawling out of the woodwork. J z 
Louise! This community has mor la-
b Is for it's memb rs than items on a 
Chinese take-out menu! 

So, I come to you with this gu stion 
regarding terminology, please forgive 
me if I sound Forrest-Gump-stupid 
when I ask this, but-Why? 

\ Vhen I started wearing worn n's 
clothing at the tender age of 14, I had 
no label to attach to what I \.Vas doing. 
It was ten long, frustrating years be
fore I finally stumbled onto an issu of 
Penthouse Forum which featured th 
magic word right on the cov r-

ROSSDRESSI G! Seeing thi s, I 
aid to myse If: "So that's what it's 

call d!" Later on, I I arn cl the oth r 
word, transvestite, which I didn't par-

ticularly care for then and don't now. 
In the good ol' da, , J wa content 

with just those two te rms, thinking that 
was all th re was. Th n I enter cl the 
wide, wond rful world of th transgen
cler cl community and things suddenly 
b<:>came somewhat confused. All of a 
sudden, I learned th re were hete ro-
exual crossdr ss rs (o r transvestites), 

homosexual crossdr ss r (or transves
tites), transsexuals, drag qu ns, 
~ male impersonators, androgynes, 
transgenderecl, bi-gencl reel, cross
gendered, etc., e tc., etc. 1 lore labels 
than you can shake a \Voncle rBra at! 

Okay, okay! B fore someone g ts 
their panties in a bunch, I know full 
we ll that our community is incredibly 
muki-fac tecl , mad up of all sorts of 
diffe rent p ople, each la ing claim to a 
sp c ific t rm, and, in some cases, 
prot cting it with ~ rocious ~ rvor, but 
wher do s th labeling end? 

\Vhe n I came out of the closet in 
1991, I was already safe m1d secure in 
the knowledg<:> of who and what 1 was, 
without the hen fit of therapy, which 
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Editorial Comme nts by 
Ms. Nange1·oni 

han I Picke tt had been !Ired by 
Y EX la t F<:>bruaJ)'. after de fending 

hersl'if against a co-worker's harass-
m nt. Currently, th r is no legal re
course for tran s xual pe rsons who arc 
fir cl from their job for rea on of th i r 
gende r, and hon st tnrnsgender fo lks 
a r rarely hired . htui I turned to s x 
work to save mon«:'y for urg 1y and 
m dical n els. Jt is fair to ask if 
Chanel would be alive today had 

TY EX supported her instead or join
ing with the worker who harass cl he r 
and firing h r. Th Employm nt Non
Di c rimination ct (E DA) will, if' 
amended as planned, provide legal rc
cours in these situations , securing for 
transg nd r folks the right to work 
without hara sment for th ir gender. 
UnfortunatE'lv, El DA is not yet law. . - i 
might be viC'w d by om a· a minor 
miracle. (It didn't hurt that I dicln't 
suf~ r from gender dysphorin.) 

But what about today's newcomers? 
To en ter this community and be bar
raged b all these tPrms. not to m n
tion the lack of knowledge regarding 
th divi ion of s x and gender c rtaink 
won't he lp ease a newcom r' · bewil-
d rment over h r own id ntity. In my 
position as a local ouh·each r presenta
tive, I try to de-emphasize the impor
tance of lab ls, sp cially to som one 
who might b unsure as to what the. 
are in th first plac . I think it's crucial 
for a pe rson to decicl on the ir own 
just who and what they are, minus 
outside influences. 

As for me, whenever anyone asks 
what I am, I look them traight in the 
eye an<l tell th m I'm a D mocrat. 
That's a he ll of a lot simple r than 
"African-Ame rican, H eterosexual, Re
tired Military Crossdr sser." B yond 
that, th only other lab I I'll answ r to, 
th on label that should count the 
most in th hearts and minds of all of 
us, is this one ... Iluman Bei ng. 

o thing more , nothing les . A._ 
Think about it, p ople. ~ 
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May 16-19, 1996 & Sept. 19-22, 1996. Come and enjoy a relaxing weekend at a private resort where 
your security, enjoyment and comfort are of primary concern. We've been producing this event for over 10 
years and our success is measured by the people who return time after time. One price of $335* includes: 
room for 3 nights, 9 meals, 2 receptions, Costume party, Talent Show, Free workshops, tax and gratuity. What 
else could you need? We have our own DJ and a Makeup Artist/Hair Stylist too! 

Come find out why Paradise In The Poconos is one of the best events you could attend. Write, call or email us 
for more information. (see contact info at the bottom of this ad). Visit our WorldWide Web site and register 
online, or take a look at photos from the last weekend. 
*Double Occupancy rate. Single Occupancy rooms are available for $465. 

LOO~ING +O~ IN+O~ffi.llTION? 
Looking for books on Crossdressing? We got 'em - Art & Illusion, Vols. 1 & 2 ... 
Looking for books on Gender Issues? We got' em - Gender Outlaw, Lenses of Gender. .. 
Looking for books on Transsexualism? We got 'em - TS Survivial Guide, 1 & 2 .. . 
Looking for "How-To" Instructional Videos? We got 'em - Basic Makeup & more .. . 
Looking for a great TV magazine? We got it - Ladylike magazine. 
Want to know more about what we offer? We'll tell you .. for free! 
Write, call or email us for more info: 
Creative Design Services, PO Box 61263 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
610.640. 9449 I info@cdspub.com 

Visit CDS on the WoRLDW10EWEe: 
http://www.cdspub.com/ 
books, videos, news, events, resources, & more ... 
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The much anticipated "Anthology" 
collection has been released memoria1-
i7Jng the milestone 25th Anniversary 
and I'm sure it was in everyone's 
Christmas stocking. o, not th 
Beatles' CD. I'm talking about the Vis 
A is "Anthology" marking my 25 
monthly columns since I began. 

It's all in th re from m first col
umn, where J trashed Jane Kemp r 
Bentley, to the ones in which I trashed 
Cassie  and Kiki to 
the most recent on s where I called 
Phaedra Kelly a hors 's patoot. Yes, ifs 
just chock full of that kind of commu
nity building spirit this column has be
come known for. Maybe I should turn 
over a new leaf for 1996 and b nice to 
everyone. What d'ya say? ah, I didn't 
think so ... 

And The Survey Says ... 
Allison Marsh's column in th Em

erald City News from Seattle, Wash
ington, carried the results of a survey · 
conducted by the Tempe, Arizona, 
Alpha Zeta chapter ofTri-Ess. The 
sUivey results were pretty interesting 
and represen ted the answers of 73% of 
the Zeta-girls' 47 members. 

Some of the questions were rather 
mundane but some were very revela
to1y. So, without further ado, this very 
special episode of Vis A Vis takes a 
look at. .. 

The Private Lives of 
Crossdressers. 

To the question how often would 
th y dr ss as worn n if they lived in an 
ideal universe, 36% of our Tempe un
goddesses answered, "all the tin1c." 
\\'hen asked if they would take a h)1)0-
thctical pill that would transform them 
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into worn n without surgery, a whop
ping 64% said, "Gimme that pill, girl
friend." On th converse, only 27% 
said th y would tak a hypothetic<ll pill 
that would "cure" them of the desire to 
crossdress. 

On mor reality-bas cl questions, 
the numb r of m mbers who have had 
ome electro! sis was 24%. That's close 

to one in four for you matltophobes. 
And 21 %, or one in five, have used fe
mal hormones at som time. The sur
vey upped the ante in a rie of qu s
tions as follows ... "fantasized about 
having sex reassignment surg ry" got a 
73% positive answ r ... "Seriously con
sidered SRS" got a 21 % positive re
sponse ... "pr sen tly planning on R " 
was answ red "yes" 9% of the time. 

And before I analy.1.e th answers, 
let's tak a look at a few more survey 
qu stions. Asked how often th y go out 
in public dressed as women, 61 % said 
only once a month; 21 % said once a 
week. obody admitted going out 
dressed daily, and 3% said they never 
went out in public crossdressed. To the 
question "how often do you wear some 
article of women's clothing while 
dressed as a man" a surprising 43% 
said "always." Also not worthy was that 
70% of respondents were married. 

I always tak survey r suits with a 
large grain of salt, but I find it r mark
able that a Tri-Ess chapter has 64% of 
its membership who would like to 
magically transform themsel es into 
worn n; 36% who would lik to live 
full-time if circumstances wcr p r-
~ ct; 21-24% who have experimented 
with either hormones or electro! sis; 
and a huge 73% who have even fanta
sized about T surgery. That's a 
helluva lot of real and fantasizC'd trans-
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forming going 011 in an organization 
that i dC'vot d to the> ideal of hC'tero
SC'xual cros drC' sing without a taint of 
transsc>x11alis111 i.n its ranks. less dip
lomatic person than myself might ev<'ll 
say this particular sorority ofTri-Ess 
girls arc a bunch of secret transsexuals. 

Soar thC' memlwrs tC'lling the 
truth in their surv y answC'rs? I think 
so, because th seem to be honest i11 
the answers about th amount of time 
they really spend dressed as women . 
Only one in five go out publicly even 
once a week. ot a whole lot less 
(15%) admitt cl th y only go out one 
a year. So they aren't inflating their 
level or real activity to match their fan
tasy transformations. 

I wonder what th l ad rship of 
Tri-Ess would hav to ay about thi 
sun• . I can't imagine a similar sun1ey 
culled from open membership groups 
would be any different insofar as the 
members might fantasize one thing 
while living quit a diH rent thina. But 
as Seinfeld once quipped, " ot that 
there's anything wrong with that ... " 

Meet me In St. Louis 
The Ca::etle is th news! tter of the 

St. Louis Gende1· Foundation and 
it's one of the better group newsletters 
in the country- and I've seen 'em all. 

Th t. Louis girls seem like a lively 
bunch and th y hav an int resting mix 
of group events to spice up their 
monthly routine. In September, they 
he ld a "Sexy Legs" con test and th r is 
a group photo of the fifteen contes
tants. Th three finalists all look pretty 
sexy ind ed, although you can't actu
ally see their prize winning gams. 

Keeping up the level of fun, they 
had a "Undercovenvear" lingerie party 
and demonstration scheduled for o
vemb r. For December th y plann cl a 
"Big Hair " contest, the winner of 
which receives the"\\ igstock" award. 

A few of the support groups around 
th country-including the ven rable 
Tiffany Club in Massachusetts-arc 
having problem with membership rC'
tention and are battling a growing feel
ing of ennui among their core mernbC'r 
base. Maybe' if more 1 aders threw a 
little' good-nalurC'd fun into lhC' acti\'i
lic•s . as the t. Loui ladies do. some of 



the boredom or the usual meeting rou
tines would b di p lied. Th r ar a 
lot or different ways to off er support 
and having a fow laughs every now trnd 
then is a nice way to show that we're 
h re for each oth r. 

Lead, Follow, Or Ge t Out 
Of The Way 

icki  wrote a long articl 
titled The Four Signs of Dysfu nctioll(rl 
Leadership in the ovember issue or 
Femme Fonim for th Tau Chi Chap
t r orTri-Ess in Houston, T xas. 
Vicki's article was written in anticipa
tion of their sorority's board elections 
and her hope that voters will b able to 
r cognize good I aders from poor lead-
rs. he pointed out four areas that 

separate good leaders from bad. They 
are "Ego," ''lntearity," "Responsibil
ity, .. and" hange." 

Th go-driven lead r is likely to 
run the group in a manner that maxi
mizes her own image and recognition 
factors. They are prone to go outside 
th group's bylaws because they think 
th y are too big to be h Id back by 
someone else's rul s. And th y clriv 
other good people away rrom lead r
ship positions because they do not ap
preciate their a sistants. 

Integrity a ad sir cl quality in 
leaders should go without saying, but 
Vicki points out because leaders lack
ing in integrity can b hard to recog
nize before it's too lat . She says that 
while the go-driven leader is often 
tripped up by h r overt b havior, the 
integrity-poor I ader will b op rating 
"behind closed doors." She also says 
that it isn't only personal integrity that 
is important in leaders, but that th y 
govern with integrity to th principles 
on which the group was found d. 

In the ar a or Responsibility, icki 
warns against the power-seekers who 
crav the idea o[ leadership while abdi
cating the tru responsibilities of th 
job. This is a r al dang r in crossdress
ing groups where the masculin ego 
can feel compelled to "be in charg .. 
while the realities or leading a support 
organization can be difficult, i.e. , inte
grating the job into a person 's eve11•clay 
sch dule, perhaps being more' opC'n 
about her crossdressing. 
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L aders must be open to " hange" 
wh n called for by circumstances, but 
car ful not to abandon succ ssful tra
ditional policies purely for the sake of 
change. Personal growth is a form of 
change. Likewise, the volution of a 
group is a form of chang . Leaders 
must be responsive to personal and 
group growth for continu d success 
without stagnation. Leaders of groups 
in troubl (and th re ar s veral dis
tressed organizations around the coun
try right now) need to analyze the true 
nature of the problem and make criti
cal changes to address the problem. 
0th 1wis , as Vicki points out, it is 
simply "rearranging the deck chairs on 
the Titanic." 

Th quality of leadership in trans-
g nder organization is always a hot 
topic. A really poor lead r--or group 
of leaders--can set back, or ruin a 
good organil.".ation. But even a great 
lead r will on! have limited succ ss ir 
th memb rship is apath tic. The suc
cess of our support groups dep nds on 
leadership, yes, but also on the amount 
of input and enthusiasm of the mem-
b rship. As m mb rs lect new lead
ers, they should b ar in mind that they, 
too, have a responsibility to help mak 
the organization successful by support
ing the programs, policies, and activi
ties or thos th y elect. 

Hooters, And The Men Who 
Grow Them 

The Seahorse Maga::.ine from New 
South Wales, Australia, carried an ar
ticle called Man Trouble, originally 
published in the Sydney Morning Her
ald newspaper. 

or all the many forms of trouble 
men get into, this article dealt with 
m n who grow femal -like breasts. 
Whil this may se m lik a blessing for 
ce1iain transg nd rists, most 111 n who 
experience over-development of breast 
tissue find this mbarrassing tmd 
troublesom . 

Breast d velopment (gynocomastia) 
in men is not uncommon and usually 
comes about at very early ag or in 
later years. Tt is usually associated with 
change in hormone le"els, e.g., in 
newborn males the brea t ar swollPn 
as a rC'Stdt of highN than normal C'Stro-
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gen levels r ceived from their mothC'r's 
womb. In later years, br ast enlargC'-
m nt may indicate medical problelll · 
with th liver, thyroid, or kidneys. Cer
tain medicines that either contain es
trogen or other female hormones can 
account for some breast enlargement. 

Ther ar certain circumstance' that 
are more interesting than the natural 
reasons for breast enlargement in 
males. lcohol abuse damag s th liver 
and can alter the male hormon bal
ance causing breast swelling. Illegal 
use of anabolic steroids has accountC'd 
for breast development in som ath
letes. Amphetamines, heroin and mari
juana also can an ct hormone levels 
and cause breast enlargement. Some 
workers at a maker of oral contracep
tives began noticing brea t d velop
ment du to ab orption of estrogen 
through their skin . Llk wi , vaginal 
creams have caused breast develop
ment in males who came in contact 
with it, presumably in large quantities . 

Th y say that a littl know! clge is a 
dangerous thing and this briers nopsis 
or male breast development should not 
be the basis for anyone to go out and 
experiment in elf-hooter nhancC'-
m nt. lf I s e any of our subscribers 
taking deep breaths outside the bi 1th 
control pill factory, or with finger 
sticky from gobs of vaginal cream, 
whil at the same time drinking cheap 
whisk y straight from the bottle and 
toking on a joint in hopes of b ing the 
next Dolly Paiion, I'll be very disap
pointed. ot terribly surprised ... but 
disappointed nonetheless. 

Busted-In More Ways Than One 
The Paradise Tales newslett r or the 

Paradise Club in Parma, Ohio, car
ried a news piece from Colorado 
Springs, where authorities chargC'd 
Sean O' eill, a FtM impersonator (shC' 
do snot identify hersetr as a trans
sexual) with criminal deception and 
sexual assault arter she had consensual 
sex with four teenage girls who be
lieved she wa a man, a hC' had pw
sented hersetr. Th young women in 
the ·a e origin.1lly de lined to coopC'r-

cn11ti111u:d 011 1111{!.e 11 



The Silence of the Lambs 

o, this is not a revi w of the canni
balistic thriller but a paraphrase of a 
chapter title in Kate Bornstein's Gen
der Outlaw . (T hank you, R., who lent 
me this book because she knows how 
much I have to learn about the trans
gender situation.) 

Kat writes of the si l nc of b·ans
gendered p opl who not only ling r 
in the shadows of society at large, but 
do not even talk to one another. To 
those of you active in Renaissanc , you 
may think I am preaching to the choir. 
Aft r all, you attend meetings, go to 
parties, bold office in an organization 
dedicat cl to the support of th TC 
community and are not th sil nt ones. 
But there are thos who dare not 
C'rnerg<' even to tlw safety of such an 
inviting environment. Quoting Kate, 
" imply saying 'Come out, come out, 
wh rever you are.' is not going to bring 
the multitudes of transgend r cl 
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p oplc 0111 into th open. Before sa -
ing that coming out is an option (and l 
beli vt· it's an inevitable step, one 
we're all going to have to tak at some 
time), it's nee ssary tog t tran sgen-
d r d peopl talking with on another. 
The first step in coming out in the 
world is to come out to our own kind." 

What k eps transgender cl peopl 
silent I in the hadows? For one, ~ ar 
of loss of ace ptance b the dominant 
culture which expressf's its disapproval 
of non-conformists by imposing nu
merou. penalti s upon those who stray 
from its strictures, such as discrimina
tion on the job, in hou ing, custodial 
rigl1 ts, and social stigmatization. For 
another, the inability to accept ones If 
as differing from oth rs who have 
n v r questioned their g nd r identity. 
Language can be one's enemy as thC' 
tnrnsgender indi idual triC's to concep
tualize:- his/h r diff erC'nc and com s 
up with words like "fr ak." "deviant," 
or having a "conditior1 of transgender-

Groups Celebrate Holiday Season 
SoCal Groups Celebrate Together 

by Dee Grady, President PPOC 
It maybe cold and snowy in the 

East, but out here in Southern Califor
nia, we are basking in 70 cl gr e sunny 
weather. The locaJ w ather forecast rs 
are trying to make big news on just 
how bad the next rain storm is going to 
be. (Editor's chilly note: top yer 
braggin'.) M anwhile. any torm which 
comes in fizzles out. but that do n't 
stop the local TC groups from c 1-
ebrating the Holidays. 

On Saturday, December 16th, 77 
people gather d at the Bev rly Gar
land Holiday Inn. in tudio City, ali
fornia. The night's festivities were 
hosted b)' T ri-E s Alpha Chapte r . 

Other groups repr s nted included 
m mbC'rs of Ne utral Corne r of San 
Diego, Born Free of Riverside, and 
the Renaissance Education Associa
tions' \ \' st Coast affiliate Powder 
Puff: of California. AJso, attending 
the Holiday Party were two of th 
Community's pioneers, Carol 
Beecroft and Virginia Prince. 

\Ve had a cocktail hour, dinner, and 
listened to a duo named lary and De
ni e, entertain us with their rnusic and 
ong . \\' ocializ cl. \\' laugh d. \\' 

danced. lost of all, we took time to 
relax during this bus holiday season. 

ext year, it's back to planning meet
ings, convC'ntions, and outr ach. But, 
on this night we celebrated being our
sC'lve \\'ith our friends and loved ones. 
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i m," a.II of which ii.WC' pejorative or 
pathologic connotation . 

Another r a on to k ep hadowed 
and silent is the' fear of not cutting il 
with other transgendc>r d p oplC'. EvC'n 
the most supportive comnrnnitiC' haV<' 
m mber who ar C'litist, exclu ionarv 
and doctrinaire with regard lo wlion; 
th<'y allow into their circle'. o on 
emNg s from th shado' s a fin ly 
turned out image of th ir exp ri need 
gender. ontempt by their own adds 
insult to the inju1y inflicted by the 
larg r society and contributes to con-
ti nu d isolation and si lence. 

This is hardly an inclusive Ii t of 
conditions mitigating against TGs' 
emergence. But to cnum rate more of 
the to~ well-known conditions operat
ing is to restate that which has b n 
discussed ad nau am. Moving on to 
solutions is more cha llenging and less 
frequent! addressed. Tune in next 
month for on p rson's view of a bC't
ter world adorned and enriched by the 
presence of TVs. TS , androgyne , 
drag queens, she-males, pre-ops, post
ops and no-ops. 

© 1995 by Barbara Ande r on. 
Dr. Ande r on i a therapist in the 
San F rancsico Bay Area. he can 
be reache d at 415-776-0139. This 
article originally appeare d in De ii 
W oman , the newsle tte r of th 
Diablo Valley Girls. 

Oh, and on more thing! \\'ecol
lected lot of toy for th n dy chil
dren of Southern California. The toys 
were divided up among lpha hap
ter, Born Free, and Powder Puffs , to 
give to locaJ childr n's chariti . J took 
the toys cl signat cl for Orange ounty 
to on of the local fire stations. wh r 
the were collecting them for th r
ange County Toys f0t· Tots program. 

Renaissance Holiday Party 
The Renaissance 1 loliday party was 

Ii kl the same night a PPO ·s, but we 
weren't blC'ssed with 70° WC'ather. 

bout 60 bravC' son ls slogged 
through snow to share a little holiday 
c:hC'cr and dinner. It wa a plC'asant ~ 
but quiel gatlwring. e 
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The Bar People's Ball 
by Carol and Babs 

·'At tl1e Copa! CO-PA-CAH-BA-
AH! The hottest place north of lla

vana!" It was hot! It was cool! Formal 
and classy, yet warm and cozy! It was 
somethi11g of an anachronism, from an
other era, a setting and happening 
rrom an Hollywood movi set. A very 
special night in the Big Apple, it was 
the 15th Annual Bar Peoples· Ball. 

After leaving our car in the under
ground garage on 57th street w 
pass cl limos pulling up to the Copa
cabana entranc . Insid , we were 
greeted at the door and ushered up a 
short flight of stairs through a hallway 
to a large, crowd d room te ming with 
voice , where drink flowed from the 
open bar and butlered hors d'oeuvre 
were se1ved. \\'e nibbled, we drank, 
we mbced, w forgot too many names, 
and our smil s were met by oth rs. 

Too soon, we nt r d the main 
room for dinner, and wer immedi
ately impressed b the art deco in
spired palm tree columns around the 
inner perim t r of the large, y t cozy, 
tiered ballroom which h lped er ate a 
classy, bold, but not garish ambience. 
This was a strictly "Black Tie Affair," 
gentlem n in tuxedos, ladies in cocktail 
dress s or gowns.The mode of cir ss 
reflected one's chosen gender of the 
evening. Clamourous and glitzy, the 
fulJ house of 350 teemed witb ani
mated, yet subdued xcitement to the 
continuous music of a live big band. 
This was not a show, not a costume 
ball , but a celebration of the celebra
tors, the owners, managers and work
ers of ew York's gay bars, cabarets 
and restaurants. 

Vis a Vis 
ate until pressured by police, th ir par

nts , and the D.A.'s offic . 
As rn ntioned in the article, this 

case raises serious questions for any 
pre-operative or non-operative trans-
~ ncleri ts, whether gc·netically male or 

\\' w r s atedatthe"Royal .. 
table, 011e of the tables reserved by the 
Imperial Queens and Kings of Y, 
LI , J, CT, & P and were sur-
round cl by an impressive group of 
non-pretentious people that happened 
to sport impr ssive titles: Queen 
Ray tte, Lord Tom Tom, Duch ss 
Lisa, Lord inny, Princess Sylvia Rae , 
Lord Tom B. , Baroness ancy from 
Pennsylv;mia, and our Royal art expert 
from w Jers y, th monocled Sir 

tefan. Th dinn r was a C ast fit for 
royalty, not only in portion size but in 
quality and pres ntation , and why not, 
for most of the people there were in 
th food servic industry and w r 
treating th rnsel es! Everything was 
first class, from the traditional "Fr nch 
se1vice" wh re our glistening napkins 
were refolded every tim we got up, to 
the larg multicolored salad, the King 
siz d yet surprisingly t ncler filet mi
gnon, th pleasantly dry Chardonnay, 
the medium-light yet balanced 

abemet Sauvignon that was con
stantly ava.ilabl , as well as butler cl 
drinks from the bar. For the tea 
drinker, a larg selection of flavored 
and herbal varieties were offered in 
lieu of cofC e. Complimenting the 
large dinner po1tions, cl ssert was re
freshingly light and w II pr sented; 
three cliff er nt sorbets surround cl by 
a dark chocolate custard arranged in a 
clever design on a mini tray. 

Time Literally flew, we danced, we 
met so many interesting and rriendly 
peopl . Babs even had h r first r al 
experi nee "following" on the dance 
floor as two of the gentlemen danced 
with all the "ladies" at our table. All of 

female. On th face of the charge , it 
appears that not disclosing one's true 
biological sex could leave that person 
op n to sexual a sault charge , even if 
the act was consensual. The article 
brings in the case or a MtFF transg n
clerecl p rson who wa murder cl by 
her date after her true biology was clis
covC'rC'd (see the front page). If non-
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their toes were intact aftt>r dancing 
with her, but just barely! People 
danced with p opl . They smil cl and 
laugh d and held each other. The 
evening's only formality was when th 
peopl o[ our table were called up to 
join Imperial Queen Allyson, King 
Hassan, i countess Lucill , Prine ss 
Patti Such, forqu ssa ystiqu , 
Kontessa Kittie Holliday, Hurricane 
Dave \Vest, mid others, to honor the 
Stonewall Veter an . Imperial Queen 
Allyson Allant then r ad a congratula
tory I tt r from ew York's Mayor 
Rudy Guiliani written to ext nd his 
appreciation to The Imperial Queens 
for th ir accomplishments. W were 
surprised to be up there but felt hon
ored that w " ' re inclucl d. 

The evening seemed to b a fan
tasy: black, white, queen, king, gay, 
straight-people njoyina each other. 
The big band sound was certainly au
dible but did not ov rpower, conversa
tion was possible for those that wished 
it. \\ e met the owners and staff of 
some of th bars and restaurants we 
frequ nted and those which w now 
plan on visiting. \\'e did meet fri nds 
we had met at prior C reater Y Gen
der Alliance functions. 

It was an "Ev ning of Class." Hard 
to believe, for all th availabl alcohol, 
eve1yon appear cl to b under control 
and appeared to act responsibly. A 
cozy, classy place to congregate, to 
communicate, and look "mahvelous." 
It was almost too good to be true! 
Lady Carol and G rande Duchess 
Babs of Transylvestia will b th re 
next year! Yes, dahling! You ma 
rise, and take your leave now! 

clisclo ure of biology i consid r<'cl 
criminal assault, this typ of homicide 
could b "justified" as self de fen e. 

\ \ e can only hope that someone inn 
position of authority in this casC' will 
tak a step back and .xamine the rami
fications of the hysteria that prompt cl 
theoh0<g". "'Y coolc< hcnd · l"cl 
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..JoAnn Roberts - CyberQueen 

"There is no tnith. There are no facts; 
just data to be 11wnipulated." 

- Glen Frye, The Garden of Allah 

Truth? Truth! \\ don't need no truth. 
At least Me rissa Sherrill Lynn didn't 
need truth or facts in her article Fare
well. This article has generated some 
controversy b cause it was rejected by 
Tapestry th magazine started by Lynn. 
But Farewell managed tog t published 
first in the Tri-Ess Femme Fon.11n and 
more recently in Cross-Talk #73. Cross
Tnlk's editor/publisher Kymberleigh Ri
chards felt Lynn's articl cl served a 
wider audience than that afforded by th 
Tri-Ess publication. Farewell is a oslty 
flcticious account of why ands how Lynn 
re igned from IFGE. Lynn calims she 
was forced into retirement which is un
true. The plan for Lynn's transition out 
of the Executive Director's position was 
developed, with Lynn's assent, at the 
lFGE board meeting in March of 1994. 
Perhaps Lynn never really believed that 
the IFGE board would find a suitable 
replacement and when they did, she 
decided if she couldn't have all the 
marbles, then she's have none. Several 
board members tried to convince Lynn 
to sta on the board (her resignation as 
Exec. Dir. would not have affected h r 
position as an elected board memb r). 
She chose to leave the organi:t.ation, just 
as she chose to defy the board at almost 
ev ry turn over the past three years. 

Whether you love her, hate her, or arc 
indifferent toher, one thing is absolutely 
certain: no one but Merissa Sherrill 
Lynn is directly responsible for her leav
ing IF E. And that's a fact. 

Get out your mark rs. J t's calendar up
date time. For 1996, I want to mention 
the Night of a Thousand Gowns on 
April 20 at th Sheraton New York ho
tel , 7th Avenue and 52nd Str et. For 
more details contact Th e Empress 
Philomena at 212- . Now, jump
ing to J997, mark June 19 to 22 as th 
date for the Second In te rna tion a l 
Congre on Cro sdressing, Sex & 
Gende1· Issues to b l1 clcl in King of" 
Prussia, Pa. A Call for Papers was issued 
in Decemb r and proposals for work
shops ar alreacl coming in . [f you 
would like to present a pap r or a work
shop, please contact Dr. She ila Kirk, 
car ofIFGE. 123 Moody St., Waltham, 
MA 02154 or call 617-  

For thos of ou who suffer from mo
dem-deprivation or slow-modem syn
drome, the transgender community 
on-line got a big surpris last month 
wh n two of the larg st transg nder 
websites and the only non-profit trans
gencler domain joined forces to create a 
transgender "sup rsite." The new entity, 
3-D Communications, com bin s Cindy 
Martin's Transgender Fomm, my 011-
Line Transgender Resource Guide and 
Jamie Fe nton 's non-profit webspace 
known as <transgender.org>. The 
upersite offers a w ekly e-zine, several 

monthly newsletters (including excerpts 
rrom R &V), user picto1ials, p rsonals, 
magaz.ine archives, national and interna
tional support group listings with t>mail 
and web addresses, and shopping with 
s veral on-line catalogs. Additional ser
vices are planned for earl 1996 includ
ing Chat and subscriber-on( areas. If 
you are \vired to the web, you can visit 
from any of the following pointers: 

d1ttp://www.tgforum.com> or 
d1ttp://www.cd pub.com > or 
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<http://www.transgender.org!tg/> ----There's a new orgnnizalion in enter 
City Philadelphia. Tran Youth Ser
vices (pronou nced ties). a di vi ion or 
Unity Inc., focuse on then els or Afri
can-American transgendcred youth , in
clusive of MtF/Ft M transsexuals and 
transvestites. The goal of TYS is to pro
vide peer-couns ling and reC rral ser
vices, health ducation, distribution and 
demonstrations of safer- sex materials. 
and su pport group meetings. Dee 
Stallwor th , the TYS coordinator, has 
had me tings with Alison Laing. or 
lfGE, and sh 's b en in contact with 
Renaissance. Both organizations have 
plcclg cl to suppo1t th . fledgling organi
zation. utreach to transgende red 
youth, especially minority outh, is an 
area that has been little e;...1)lor cl. Any
one interest cl in TYS may contact Ms. 
Stallworth at 215  ----L t's hit th runway ... th color for lips 
this winter is red. o, not chapp cl and 
blistered red. M ake11p experts now agree 
that women don 't want to think about 
blue-red, or yellow-r cl or orange-red, o 
th ' re r comm ncling a "burn d" or 
brick-red as a universal color that com
pliments just about evet)'One. ----Do you look like a raccoon after just a 
few hours in makeup? Maybe it's not 
what you're using on your eyes but 
where you're using it. Lower lashed tend 
to be thin and don't hold ma earn pig
ment as well as uppers. So, don' t use 
mascara on your low r lashes (Doh! ). 
But oil can also be th culprit sob sure 
your foundation under your eyes is well
powdered if you must apply mascara to 
your low r lashes. 

We 've been h r b fore ... Clamour 
magazin (Dec. 95) did another Taste
ful vs. Trashy survey of it's female read
ers about Evening wear. II re ' some or 
the r suits ... Long slim black skirt slit 
thigh-high - Tasteful ( %)... Jim rrd 



HOT•BUZZ 
satin pants - Trashy (69%)... elvet 
scoop nect bodysuit - Tasteful (67%) .. . 

Iv t hip-hugg rs - Trashy (67%) .. . 
trapphy high b Is - Ta t ful (79%) .. . 

Fishnet stockings - Trashy ( 3%) ... Sil
ver satin slip-dress with black lace -
Trashy ( 5%) ... Rhinestone cltok rwith 
matching t .nnis brae I t -Trashy (only 
slight! at 54%) ... You know, this could 
easily have b en a test to d<.>terrnine of 
you are a TV or not. If you liked all the 
"trashy" stuff, you 're a TV. ----Top dress of th<.> season - tbe little black 
sheath with a touch of shine and bar 
shoulders. Pair it with sh er nud panty
hose ( lik Donna Karan DES , 
$12.50) mid you've got the HOT look for 
th cold w ath r. 

o one knows the things I endure to 
write this column every month, like the 
four hours I spent on~ Saturday after
noon wandering th web ch eking out 
every ling ri site list cl by Yahoo! , the 
premiers arch facility. Off J went on my 
odessey visiting almost 100 sites. My 
conclusion-they're all pretty boring. 
Many of the ites off r th xact sam 
it ms . even using th sam photos 
cann cl out of th sam franchis cata

logs. Gimme a break! Almost anything 
you can find on the web can b found in 
local stor . or by mail ord r from 
Victoria s Secr e t or Fred e rick's of 
Hollywood, and ifs usually cheaper by 
mail. Ther ar three exceptions of not : 
Northbo und Leathe r (Toronto) at 
<http://www.northbound.com/>, 
Romantasy ( an Francisco Bay Area) at 
<http://www.romantasy.com/> and 
F ashion World Inte rna tional ( acra
m nto) at <http://www.quiknet.com/ 
foshion/fwi.htmb. ot only are these 
sites int resting for th ir products , 
th y'r visually exciting as well. ----We all know that fashion is fickle so it 
should not be a surprise that a few past 
fashion "Do' " have b com "Don'ts. " 
Pl ase consign to Goodwill bins th fol
lowing items: linebacker ized shoulder 
pads ... bell-boltom pants ... whit opaqu 
pantyhose ... and baby doll dresses . Yon 
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can <llso giv(' up th<' following habits : 
compul ive color matching (black i tit . 

x c ption to this rule) ... buying clothes 
for the body you wish you had ... compul
sive shopping ... wearing clothes that are 
stain cl or ripp d thinking no one will 
notice'. The Fashion Police never sleep. ----This has been an amazing year for me. 
I'm actually going to apologize for th<> 
second tim . La t month I said that NS 
Products was on the verge of bank
ruptcy. They'r not according to a sourc 
close to th v ndor. I regret the error. 
It seems l also led quite a ~ w p ople to 
th conclusion that both LndyLike #25 
and th new Transge11der (formerly Tap
es I '1J ) from lFGE were on the street. 
Wrong again. LadyLike arri eel mid
D c mb rand sho 1ld b in ubscrib r · 
hands by the tirn you read this. Tm11s
ge11der went to th printer in mid-De
cemb rand du to the holidays may or 
may not be availabl at pr ss tim . ----Re naissance begins it's ninth year as 
one of th larg st transg nd r organiza
tions in the world. Last year saw unprec
eden t cl growth for the suburban 
Philadelphia-bas d organization with the 
addition of six new affiliates. Renaissance 
affiliat d organizations now str tch from 
East oast to W st Coast and from th 
Gulf oast to th Gr at Lak s. You don't 
g t more "national" than that. Th "s -
cret'' ofRenaissm1ce's success is empow
ering people to take r sponsibility not 
just for themselves, but for their sisters 
and their community. For some peopl , 
this concept is just too scary; treating 
people like adu lts and trusting them to 
do the proper thing. But this empower
ment attitude is why Renaissance has 
grown from a single support group to a 
n twork of 17 organizations in I 1 state . 
So, which group is going to be the first 
international affiliate? Hey, you up there 
in Canada. Anybody int rested? ----From Fir t Lad Ililary Clinton: "It is no 
long r ace ptable to discuss \ Vom n's 
Rights as separate from Human Rights." 
Likewise, we need to get people to un
d r tand that gay/I sbian/bi/transg nder 
rights are ins parable from Human 
Right as w II. ----
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On or th<' lw t things that has happcned 
to the tr;m g nd •r comm unit in th last 
two years is the incr ased accessibilit of 
the Internet. I seriously doubt that the 
Lobby Day activity last October would 
have drawn l 00 people if we had tor ly 
on phon and mail communications. For 
all the gains the net has given us, we are 
in gr at danger of losing this wonderful 
resource . Both the House and Senate' 
are con idering proposals to eff cctively 
censor the lntcrnet. Under these pro
po als, any "ind c nt'' communication 
may be subject to a $100,000 in f111c mvl 
a jail t rm. Th prob! m i who gets to 
define "'indecent?"' Right now, local 
community standards prevail in 111ost 
pornography related ca s. llow do you 
define a "local" standard on a global n t
work? Would the word trnn. vestite be 
considered indecent in ew York ity? 
flow about Tupie lo , Mississippi . or 
Littl Rock, Arkansas? Ilow about th 
word penis or vagina?\\ ill ongress 
lower th standard of Fre p c:lt to the 
point where a librm could be fined if 
they put James Joye 's Ulysses or 
Catcher In The Rye on-lin ? J support 
protecting juveniles from harmful and 
inappropriat information, but I also !eel 
that parents have the first responsibility 
to monitor what their children do in real 
space a w 11 as in virtual space. The 
t chnophob s in Congress spon oring 
these proposals (and th y'r on both 
sides of the party fences ) will use the 
bogeyman of the message-encrypting 
p dophil to push their m asures 
through. Th measur s ndanger not 
just Fr e Spe ch but digital commerc 
as well. Both the American Civil Liber
ties Union and the Electronic Freedom 
Foundation have vowed to take any net 
censorship law to court, but why wait 
until th damage is done?You can mak 
a differenc now. Call or write our 
Senators and Congressional R ps. Tell 
th m you oppose any government cen
sorship of the Int rn t and that this is an 
important 1996 lection issue for you. 

o, those ar my opinions, but. he , what 
do I know? I think re pon ibility means 
not crying nncl whining when yon screw 
up. Comm nts? Email them to 
<CyberQueen@cdspub.com >. 

© 1995 by Crl'alivc D<'Sif!.11 Serrircs . 
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Dear Doctor 
Dr. William R. Stayton answers your questions in a monthly column. 

Send questions to PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020 

Dear Doctor Bill, 
I go out shopping as a woman about 

once a month and I am concerned that I 
may be breaking some law by crossdress
ing in public. Of course, I don't want to 

stop but I would like to know how I could 
find out if there are state or local laws in 

the areas I frequent that might be used 
to arrest me. Thank you for any assis
tance you can render. 

Looking Over Her Shoulder 

Dear L.O.H.S., 
You hav asked an excellent and im

portant question! As far as I can find 
out, there are no sp cific laws that per
tain to crossdressing in public. How
ever, there are sev ral things to take 
into consideration. First , there \Vill 
probably b ordinances against using 
the toilets of the other gender. s you 
probably already know, one of the big
gest problems that crossdressers hav is 
finding a toilet that he/sh can us . This 
tends to be the one major, common is
sue all transgendered persons face in a 
public setting. I have had clients who 
were arrested and prosecuted just be
cause they used the toil t of the other 
gender. Yet to use a toilet of their bio
logical gender would have created an 
uproar, too. This is a no-win situation. 

Second, th r may b local ordi
nances against crossdressing. It is help
ful to get information about local ordi
nances before going into a community. 
This can be obtain d from the local 
polic department, a lawyer, or the 
town/city hall. I would think this would 
be more of an issue in a rural commu
nity or small town, rather than a large 
city or suburban ar a. 

Third, while ther may b no laws 
prohibiting crossdressing in a commu
nity, it is lik ly that there are no law 
protecting the rights of transgendered 
p rsons ither. This can v n be more 
problematic b cause charges can be 
made or harassment can occur and you 
may not be prot cted by the law 
against such events. 1 n my judgment, 
this is wh r th tran gendered com
munity needs to be politically a ·tive. I 
was so pleased to read this month the 
Presidential address for the ociety for 
Psychological Study of L sbian & Cay 
Issues (Div. 44 of the APA) wh n he 
said: "I would like to consider the sub
ject of the bisexuals, transsexuals and 
transgendered among us. It is time for 
us to find ways to mak these people 
visible among us. It is time for us not 
simply to find a place for them at the 
table but to protect their place at the 

table as we do with thnic minorities 
and the balance of genders ... 

Dear Dr. Bill, 

Recently, I had the opportunity (I am 
a CD) to spend a weekend en femme. I 
checked into a hotel as dressing at home 
is a no-no. I wanted to check in en femme, 

but I began to think about what if they 
ask me for ID. I thought about saying I 
left it in my other purse but finally just 
checked in as a guy. I had a great week
end but I still wish I had been able to 
check in dressed. Is there any kind of ID I 

can get in my femme name so when I 
spend another weekend dressed I can be 
en femme the whole time? 

Alicia 

Dear licia, 
Pa cash for th room. Ther i no 

reason for the clerk to ask for any iID, 
unle s the clerk is reading you and un
sure of what to do. It is not appropriate 
to be ask d for an JD if you are paying 
cash. Some hotels may a k for a secu
rity deposit in case of' any damage. 

Second! , you could get a couple of 
credit card in your fem ale name and 
u e th m !'or ID . I b lieve that legall. 
this is considered an "al ia ··and i not 
illegal as long as you pay your bill. 

Finally, you could b very open and 
say you arc a crossdr sser. Act like you 
ar proud of it and insulted by th ir 
narrow-mind dness. Usually this will 

put them off-guard and he/she will ask 
no more qu stions. You could offer to 
educate them about crossdressers, o 
they will und rstand when th next 
one comes in. Have another A., 
good weekend! e 

TELEPHONE (215) 547-9417 Theseus Counseling 
Services 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, PH.D. 
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST 

OFFICE HOURS 
BY APPOINTMENT 

BUCKS MEDICAL CENTER 
UITE 12 

1723 WOODBOURNE ROAD 
LEVITTOWN, PA 19057 
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ARI KANE, M.ED. 
GENDER SPECIALIST 

DIPLOMATE, AM. BD. SEXOLOGY 

EQB NORTHERN EQB ~ 

t:Jm ~ BQfilS2/j ABE.9 
126 WESTERN AVE. #222 •4 PEARL sr. 
AUGUSTA, ME 04330 CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

207-621-0858 617·868-3157 
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plastic surg ry. Labiaplasty (a follow-

..,_ A ncw vidco has b e n r 1 us cl nal app aranc of the genital area), 
by Nu-Woman Video Pro- and breast augm ntation are also 

duclions which details th surgical shown. Later, before and after com-
procedures of ltF genital reassign- parisons are made showing several of 
ment surgery entitl cl The Operation: Dr. Schrang's pati nts. The most asked 
Sex Reassignment S!lrgery and Breast qu stions about SRS are also answ r cl 
A11gme11tatio11 by Eugene A. Sch rang. by Dr. Schrang. For anyone contem-

The video opens with an introduc- plating this surgery, or those who are 
tion by Dr. arl Bushong, a Tampa, curious about SRS, this video will pro-
Florida bas d psychoth rapist who vid th n c ssary education to fully 
deals xt nsiv ly with th g nd r com- under tand th 1isks, b n fits , and 
munity. Dr. Eugene Sch rang, the well- like ly outcomes provided by sex reas-
known SRS surgeon, then narrates the signment surgery. More information 
complex surgical procedur s that about The Operation is available at the 
transform ma.I anatomy into C mal u-vVoman Transgender Cabar t on 
anatomy in a straightforward, a )' to th \\ ' b at <l1ttp;//users.aol.com/ 
understand way. s he go s through nuwoman 11> or from the vid o's pro-
the su rgery, Dr. Schrang also makes clucer, Kimberly L. Westwood, CPE, 
note of th important re.fin men ts in at < @compus rv.com > or 
this ver-improving fi e ld of genital @aol.com >. 

£ ln'je11,le 

Boutlque 

Lingerie from 

Small to Queen 4X 

Bras: 32 to 52H 

137 MacDade Boulevard 
Folsom, PA 

19033 
610.532.4372 
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Renaissance To Get 

Wired To The Net 
ot to be IC'ft 0 11t of tlu~ electronic 

communications revolution , Renai -
sane will stabli hed itsf' lf in 1996 on 
th World Wi<l \\'eb with its own web 
si te at <http;//www.mona.org/>. 

Basic information about the group, 
its Chapters and Affiliates will be- a ail
abl on th sit , along with copies of 
th R naissance Background Pap rs 
and th Community Outreach Bulle
tins. Renaissance ational will develop 
home pag s for each of th Chapters. 
R naissanc ffiliat s that wish to have 
horn pag s should contact Jo nn 
Roberts at @cdspub.com> for 
information on how to accomplisl1 this. 
The Powd r Puffs of California, a re-
c nt Affiliate , has already start cl con
structing its page. 

Ang la Gardn r, editor-in-chief of 
Renaissance News & Views, has said 
she would like to start an electronic 
version of th n wsletter to be deliv
ered by email on a monthly basis . 

VISA 

ICONTINUfrAL U.S. ONLYI 



Letters 
to the 
Editor 

Dina Amberle has incited the 
masses to put finger to word processor. 
Here ore a couple of letters inspired by 
recent Vis A Vis columns. 

Dear Dina, 
My intentions with the article, A PC & 

Un-PC Guide to Genderland, were to be a 
little lighthearted with transgender ter
minology. I agree with you 100 percent 
when you say tra nsvestltes have a "burn
ing need to define and categorize all the 
many bumps on the transgendered spec
trum." I'd say the same of all people. You 
said you've seen about a dollar fifteen 
worth of definitions. I have too. I figured 
it might be a fun twist on those. Maybe 
net. I suppose the real Un-PC thing was 
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to write the article and make labels. As 
far as labeling goes... well, maybe we 
shouldn't, but we do, and will continue to. 
What do you call yourself? What do I call 
myself7 ihey're still labels. Refer to the 

second paragraph of the article. I think 
you can see how I feel about labels! 

As far as superiority ... it goes both 
ways. I've known iSs who think all cross
dressers are iSs in denial . ihat's just as 
bad. I joined Renaissance specifically be
cause I wanted to avoid elitist cliques. 
Isn't that part of our purpose? You won't 
find cl iques in Sooner Diversity and I'm 
proud of that fact . 

iransvestite: Ok, I dropped the ball on 
that one! Never send your first draft to 
the editor! I do have friends who are 
proud transvestites anc:I they include you 
people who let me know that! It is kind of 
a bad-ass term actually; something like 
"queer" or .. transgender," my personal 
favorite! I guess I deserve a spanking for 
t hat one! Mmmmm ... sounds like fun. 
Any volunteers? 

Rachel Elaine  
Facilitator, Sooner Diversity 

Dear Dina, 
Greedings! So you're thinking of kick

ing over the traces anc:I moving your team 
across the street, eh? Have your agent 
contact me, your bottom-line Buddy. I'm 
sure the fat signing bonus and long term 
contract will be no problem; after all, you 
know we're getting all that iY money. 
Only problem is your decamping from 
Philly might create an anti-trust issue at 
Renaissance. But, I'm sure we can find 
you some sort of exemption. 

I also have misgivings about your writ
ing style. If you join our team, you'll have 
t o keep your claws in reserve. Ana by the 
way, if you want to move, 21 of our 27 
chapters will have to give their OK. As 
you know, t hose large-market chapters 
like Chi and Sig Ep can be tough. Knowing 
you, though, you will always be a con
tenaer. If you continue to aevote yourself 
to your art, I'm sure you will be a Moaell 
of efficiency. Hope we ca n do bianess! 

Your home-gal, 
Jane Ellen Fairfax 
PS: You'll have to bulla your own 

staaium! 
co11 tin11ed next page 

American Boyz Join ACLU To Protect Net 
Th Am rican Boyz, a g nd r du

cation organization in the Mid-Atlantic 
r gion, has announced its intention to 
become a co-plaintiff with the ACLU 
and many other organi7.ations opposing 
the restriction of First Am ndm nt 
freedom of expression in cyberspac 
posed by the D c ncy Act currently 
before Congr ss. In the event that this 
bill becomes law, the ACLU and its co
plaintiffs will seek an injunction against 
it b ing enforced while the constitu
tionality of the law is exam in d. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months. 

Furniture, Appliances, Household goods, Records, 
Antiques, Toy trains and other goodies - Bought and 
Sold -Beth Marshall: 610-259-4945 -Leave a message 
Crossdressing blues band forming in the Philadelphia 
area. Need drummer with a nice frock. For information 
call Terri at 215-763-324-0. 
Mi casa es su casa. Need a place to change before the 
Renaissance GPC meeting? The perfect location awaits 
you, just off Exit 33,Rte. 76. Call CDTips 215-878-3383 

11ppo1ters of the Decency Act urg 
an v n mor draconian ver ion of th 
current bill , essentially dumbing down 
online communication (phone, fax , 
email, newsgroups. etc.) to a level not 
offi nsiv to a child. G nd r variant 
p ople, who air ady hav a difficult 
tirnC' obtaining information and sup
port for their situation, rely heavily on 
elec-tronic communication. Should the 
DeeC'ncy Act b come law, information 
r garding th m dical , social, psycho
logical, p rsonal, educational, and 

C LASSIFIEDS 
Prosthesis custom made for a man's chest Dorothy M. 
Thompson, 215-744-4746, before 10 AM or after BPM 

Looking for amateur crossdressers with interest in 
modeling. Please send letter of introduction along with 
photo to: Christy Cage, 4807 Cedar Ave., Suite 3F, 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 
Tired of nightclubs? CD(45) & wtte looking for others in 
KOP,Pottstown, Reading area interested in a WINTER 
BRIDGE CLUB. Email 72162,1367@compuserve.com 
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other needs of gender variant peopl 
could result in s v re criminal and civil 
penalties. The American Boyz urges all 
fair minded peopl to support freedom 
of xpression in cyb rspace, and to let 
their ongressional Repres ntativ s 
know how th y ~ I. 

For mor information about the 
ACLU contact: be son@aclu.org (Ann 
Be son). For rnor information about 
The American Boy1:, contact: <

@tantalus.clark.n t>. A 

Please Note: 

The contents of this newsletter 

are copyrighted. If you want to 

reprint an article you see here, 

please contact the editor for 
permission. Most likely, we'll 

say "Yes" but you do have to 

ask us first. 



Letters ... 
Dear Dina, 
Hello dear, I just received Dec. 95 

RN&V and would like to present a few 

comments to your Let's Pretend. 
"If we are trying to express our femi

nine personality, why do we feel the need 
to bury it under wigs, makeup, and foun
dation garments," or in short, why do we 
pretend to be women? Well, I think the 
clothes are but a tool to bring out and to 
develop that feminine personality that 
lies within us. Can a person drive a nail 
without a hammer, can you drive a screw 
without a screwdriver? Of course the an
swer is yes, but how much easier is the 
job with the proper tool? Perhaps cross
dressing is the best tool we know to 
17ring forth and develop the feminine per
sona with us. 

But too, there is another reason for 
the "Pretend," and that is escape. Ask a 
crossdresser why they do it, and very 
commonly we hear, "It relaxes me." I think 
the truism in this is we are escaping the 
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real person we are and entering a world 
of our fantasy person. Perhaps the 
changing of the sex helps to make a fur

ther and more complete escape from our 
world of reality than in changing to, say, 
something like a Civil War soldier. 

But the escape. the feminine persona, 
the fantasy woman, who is she? Consid

ering that so many women wear slacks 
and flats, why do we insist on dress and 
heels? I think the answer is she is our 
epitome of a woman. She is not the 
woman that women are, but rather she is 
the woman we think women should be. 
One wonders if we are more or less chau
vinistic than male society as a whole. 

It brings up the age-old question once 
again, what Is the cause of crossdress
ing? The vast majority of us did not 
choose to become crossdressers, but we 
are. Does the cause lie in biology as we 
prefer to think, or does it actually lie in 

early childhood social standards? If par
ents raised boys exactly as they raise 
girls, if the expectations for boys were 
the same as the expectations for girls, 
would we have become crossdressers in 
the first place? Crossdressing starts for 

from America Online 

us as a compulsion, but what is it that 
keeps us within its clutch? I have often 
thought how nice it would be to notice 
someone cast an affectionate or admir
ing glance my way, to hear a cat-call or 
wolf-whistle directed at me, or to get the 
feeling that someone was undressing me 
with their eyes. Yes, it would be nice to 
have someone sending me the little 
things like candy and flowers and asking 

me out on a date. It would be wonderful 
to hear someone ask me to marry them 
instead of the other way around. The 
question is, if women treated men the 
way they are treated, would we continue 
to feel the need to crossdress? 

And now, Dina dear, here is a question 
I pose to you, and to anyone else that 
may even remotely think they may have 
the answer; in almost all surveys of 
crossdressers it is found that only a mi
nor percentage of us are gay. Anyone 
with any knowledge of the gay community 
will also notice that only a minor per
centage of gays are also crossdressers. 
Look at any male seeking male ad, and it 

continued 0 11 page 23 

"In li fe there are no guarantees, but without trying there are o nly regrets." 
"Let this gg take you from debutante to goddess and beyond. " 

SERVICES 
Photography 

Salon a la carte 
Consulting 

Wardrobe Specialist 
Glamour Application 

feminine Comportment 
Wig Selection and Maintenance 

- Manlcuring. sculpting. wraps, kapping tit gels 
- Pedlcure. therapeutJc foot massage 

- Featuring the 3 minute nail drying system 
- FUii Epllation, organic tit conventional 

Lynda K. Krupa 
Transformation Expert 

Phone: 215-878-3383 
Cdtips@AOL.com 

call now for your free initial consultation. 
All inquiries strictly confidential. 

Supporting Member of Renaissance & Tri-Ess ~ 1 

r,;::'1 • • ~ft) ~: ~ !J5r.s·c1•eft0,, .. f.r.r1,,•e<I 'V. ~ 
9'='--=""' 
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Alright Ya Varmint! 
Activist groups are crawling 01tt of 

the woodwork. Here's one tlwt's also 
got a sense of humor. 

BILLISSTIC USA is a small , South
ern, militant, bisexual organization of 
varmints. The definition of "varmint," 
according to mo t dictionaries. is a 
Southern derivation of "vermin," 
which is a "noxious, objectionable ani
mal; an obj ctionable or troublesome 
person." Bisexuals are often identified 
as such critters, as our cl finitions of 
fluid sexuality are often noxious to 
monosexist constructs of gay-straight 
dichotomies and homosexual-hetero-
ex-ual thinking. As varmints, bisexuals 

often find themselves as small organi
zations or individuals who annoyingly 
yet persistently gnaw at the tethers of 

monosexism that tie the S xual l'ree
dom Movem nt down and keep it 
from moving forward . 

Varmints tend to be considered of' 
little value, but also tend to b numer
ous, hard to kill (physically and in 
spirit) , and will probably endur long 
after more limited paradigms t1y to 
spray them away, squish them, set 
trap , or othe1wisc try to liminate 
them for being a nuisance. Bisexual ac
tivism has often b en look cl upon by 
the gay and le-sbian establishment and 
the heterosexual equivalent as just 
such a p rsist nt, minor nuisanc . 

Varmints come in many diverse 
shapes, siz s, and types. Consider th 
following varmint identities if you 
would lik to becom part of 

BILLISSTIC's efforts: 
Rats, Badgers, ockroacl1es. l'rnit 

Bats, Gnats, Tasmanian Devils, Bbck 
\\'idows, !oles, Possums \\ 'olverin s. 
Porcupines, Foxes, Platypuses, Alley 

ats, Hy nas, Spiders, Hedgehogs, 
Fire Ants, Termites, Grandaddy, Lon
glegs, Vampire Bats, Mice, Scorpions, 

tinkbugs , Brown Recluses, Polecats, 
rmadillos , Packrats, LeC'ch s, Ticks, 

l'leas, Prairie Dogs, higgers, Dingo 
Dogs, Slugs, Sharks, Maggots. l3e,1wrs, 
" ild Boars, Jellyfish , Warthogs, 
\ \lombats ... and many, many others. 

Tf you'd like lo identify rcit h yo11 r 
particular type of varmint and get 
more il~formation on BlLLTSTlC USA 
email them at <lrr;:,al@aol.co111>. 

Transgender Discrimination or Lookism? 
by Angela Gardner in. I didn't fit in since I didn 't look lik 
\\7e live in a world of "isms," sexism, verybody ls . 

ageism, racism, fascism and n few ow, what's all of this about my 
more so obscure they'r not even dysfunctional childhood have to do 
worth mentioning. I'm going to add to with transgender issues? It's an unfor-
the confusion with loo.kism. tunat fact that the majority of the 

I was first victimized b lookism as world will categoriz you, judg you 
a little kid. I had to wear my "school and treat you accordingly, based on 
clothes" and Mom's id a of what the how you look. Since this is the case, 
well-dr ss d child wore to school and th transg ndered person who looks 
that of the other kids was slightly di- the best in th ir chosen g nder rol is 
vergent. (There was the matter of that least likely to experienc problems in-
crewcut, too.) Since I didn't look like teracting with society. Even if p opl 
everybody, else I became a target. This tumble to the fact that all is not as it 
kind of thing b, s gotten ven worse in seems, if you look fabulous, they will 
our modem world of designer fashions accept you more easily. Well, sure she's 
and "must have" accessori s. n nwn, but he's so beautiful you can see 

I was in serious fashion trouble by why he does drag. 
High School. In those dark old days, Vlbat does this mean for the cross-
nobody hip would wear white socks, dr sser who wears a size 16 frock, 
"highwater" pants and brown shoes. At stands six foot two in flats and has a 
home I could dr ss as I lik cl to an ex- very manly face? If she wants to go out 
tent. Sequined gowns were definitely and interact with the world at large 
not allowed. lo women's clothes at she's got to be prepared for problems. 
all, come to think of it. I had to neak problems based more on lookism than 
those . a.n other 'ism. Look at that 11.:0111011 I 

If Mom would have let me wear th Slie looks like a man in a dres.~ . fl isl If 
clothes I wore at home to school I she could play the passing game and fit 
wo11ld bave had an easier time fitting in, she would be a lot mor comfort-
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able in public. She can't. and she 
shouldn 't try. She should remember 
that she has the same amount of "n ed 
to dress up" as the girl who looks like a 
sup rmodel, maybe mor , but she has 
to be aware that lookism will rear its 
ugly head wh n she set about satisfy
ing her need. If she is prepar cl for 
comments, adopts an open , rather than 
cl f ensive attitude, and responds in a 
ladylike manner, by eith r ignoring 
th m or giving the commentator posi
tive information about crossdr ssing. 
then she will be able to enjoy hers If 
on public forays. If, on the other hand, 
sh becomes so paranoid that people 
will r cogniz h r manly nature, she 
won't ven notic if she does happen 
to have a good time. Lookism can onl 
make you a victim if you subscrib to 
its belief system, which says there must 
besom thing wrong with anyon who 
looks cliff rent. You know there's noth
ing wrong with you . If you ask for re-
pect most people will put aside their 

lookism nn<l see you as a l1uman being. 
If th y can 't do that, then they are the 
ones ~vho have something wr~ng }\_ 
with them. ~ 
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The Vinegar Tasters 
by Vanessa Kaye, C01'A 
I frequently hear and r ad about re

ligion and transgenderi m. These con
" rsation ar exclusive!) cC'ntNed 
around how to int rpr t hri tian 
tC'achings and tenets in such a wa} as 
to "ju tify" our right to be who we ar . 
1 find it odd that a r lativ ly "new," 
predominant! \\'C'stern, minority reli
gion is u cl as th sp ctacles through 
which to ,;ew a universal and timeless 
phenomenon. mong the Fiv \\'oriel 
RC'ligions arC' Taoism, onf ucianism, 
Budclhi m, hri tianity and Islam. 
Th re is valu in all "good books" and 
in all "good teachings." \\'ithout a 
doubt, wh n w ar dealing with uch 
an i sue as transg nd rism, which i 
certainly not only a \VC'stern issue , WC' 
should expand our scope. 

L t m talk to you about an ancient 
hin s painting. Roughly trnn lated. 

it i tit! cl, "Th inegar TastC'r ... In 
this painting, composed long ago, we· 
seC' three men standing around a val of 
vin gar. Each ha dipp<'d his finger 
into the ,;negar and ta t cl of il. Th 
P:-.pre sion on ach man's fac shows 
his individual reaction. ThC' painting is 
int nd cl to b all gorical and each of 
th thrc m n r pres nt on of the 
"Thre Teachings" of hina. Th vin
egar they are tasting r pr s nt tl1 E -
senc of Lifi . The tlu men repr -
sented are: K'ung Fu-tse (Confucius), 
Buddha, and Lao-tse (autl1or of th 
old st book of Taoism) . For th pur
pos s of this story we shall call them 

onf ucius, Buddha and Lao-tse. 
The first man has a sour look on his 

face, th s cond w ars a bitter xpr s
ion, but the third man is smiling. \ hy 

the dill rence? 
To Confucius, life s emed rather 

our. He b lieved that the pres nt was 
out of st p \vi th the past and that the 
world would b a much b tt r place if 
th r w rC' strict rule . onfucius em
phasiz d a strict order which rul cl th 
affairs of all in his land. nything that 
did not fit into the C'StablisllC'cl ordcr, 
was bad and not worthy. 

To Buddha, the second figure in 
our painting, life on Parth was bitter. 
This world, according to Buddha, wa 
fillPd with attachments and d sir s 
that I cl to suffi ring. The world was 
sepn a a etter of traps, a generator of 
illusion and a r volving whe 1 of Pnd-
1 s pain. Jn ord r to find peace, Bud
dha maintained that it was n c ssary to 
transcend this world. The B11ddhist 
ees the path to happiness constant) 

being int rn1pted by the bittern s of 
this world. 

ow WC' c 111 to the third man in 
our painting, Lao-tsc. According to 
Lao-tse, thP world was governed b • 
th laws of natur , not by those of 
men. I le maintain d that th mor 
man int rfi red with th natural bal
anc of thing , the more out of balanc 
th world b cam . s things becam 
unbalanc cl, troubl followed . 

o why is Lao-tse smiling?\\ all 
know what vinegar ta tes like. And, if 
the vat of vinegar r pr sents th es
sence of lifi , hould h not also have 
th bitter expr s ion on his face? From 
the Taoist point of vi w, sourness and 
bitterness come from th interfering 
and unappr ciativ mind. Lifi it elf, 
when und rstood and utiliz cl for what 
it is, i swe t. That is the m ssage of 
"Th in gar Tast rs." 

How does all of this relat to trans
gend red behavior? Let us look at our
selv s through the yes of th thr 
111 n in the painting and w shall se . 

Confucius, t rigid standards of b -
havior. This is much the same as \vith 

hristianity. To step outsid of these 
guiclelin s, i th d termining factor 
for what is right and wrong, what is 
good and bad. ncl r thi typ of sys
tem the individual is not allow cl to ex
plore and "shame" as well as "guilt" are 
often the tools used to k ep p opl in 
lin . It is nos er t that any typ of 
transgender d b havior fall outsid of 
th s guidelin s. As a result , many of 
our i ters fi cl tremendous guilt im
mecliatC'l) following the joyous explora
tion or their alternate gend r roles. 
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This lPavC's them with a sour tasl<' i11 
their mouth. that i always a socint cl 
with thC'ir f PC'ling and n Pd for self ex
pr ssion. 

Through th Buddhist's eyes, while 
there exist no clear black-and-white 
cl finition or right and wrong, th ke) 
i d sire. Buddha mphasizecl that de
sir cau sun~ ring. Ile explain cl that 
when one strives to b come or acfoeve 
somPthing, failur results in sadn ss 
and misery. If, on the oth r hand, one 
had no cl sire, ther would b no suf-
C ring. In C nclerLand, we all hav cl -
sires. \ Ve want to achieve a complete' 

:-.'Pression of the alternate g nclcr 
within us. lf we fail to rC'ach the lpvel 
of exp rienc we wi h for, we feel a 
"let elm n." ccording to Buddha, wP 
would be happier if we nC'vcr tried . 

ow, let' look through the C')'e of' 
Lao-tse. To th Taoist. th femme na
tur ' ithin u is much like a re rvoir 
of water waiting to b released. The 
water will now ev ntually and cannot 
b stopp cl. In time, crack or lC'ak 
will cl velop, and th water will now. 
Trying to imp de th natural tend nc · 
of thC' water to now its course results in 
disaster. To Lao-t e , only by working 
within the la\\'S that govern the now of 
wat r will happin s b achi ved. 

To further illustrate, imagine wash
ing your hands in the sink. If your 
hands work with th . wat r, the task of 
cl ansing you hand i accomplish cl 
guit w 11 and without incident. 1ow, 
put your finger into th fauc t to t1 to 
stop or alter the direction of the now 
of wat r. \\ hat a mess! Th water is 
going verywher and you really can 't 
stop it or control it. We all have had 

xp ri nee with trying to "stop" our 
transg nderecl b havior, and the result 
is calamity. Trying to "control" it with 
artificially impos cl rul s is oft n 
equally disastrous. 

Lao-ts wou lcl encourage us to ex
plore our gencl r roles. Ile would also 
caution us to neither impede nor fore<' 
the emergence of our femme self. For 
th g nder-gifted indh•idual, the cl vel
opm nt of our~ mme selves should b 
natural and balanced, onl in that way. 
will WP find joy, and not bittenws . 

Re11ri11ted from the <'/lf<'m/Ja A., 
1995 i sue of oonpr B lk 9 



Happy ew Year, girlfri nds! Hope 
you didn' t consume too much eggnog 
when you rang in th arrival of '96! 

ow that we're deep into winter, 
th re's nothing (well, almost nothing!) 
I like more than to curl up under the 
covers on a frosty v ning with some
thing to read. And, this month, I'm go
ing to chat about transg nd red maga
;-.ines which, like verything else is 
something we all shop for, provid d or 
course you don't already subscribe. 

If you love to read about transgen
dered behavior, without ~ eling like 
you need a show r aft 1wards, start 
with Transgender (form rly Tapestry), 
the quarterly magazine published by 
th International Foundation for Gen
d r Education. Just as in it's arlier in
carnation (this column w nt to press 
before I got th newest v rsion), 
Transgender presents many interesting 
articles on crossdressing. transsexual
ism and spous s/signi.ficant oth r with 
dignity, caring and devotion. You abso
lutely can' t go wrong with this mag. 

ext up is LadyLike from JoAlm 
Roberts of Creative Design Services. 
Under the guidance of th leg ndary 
"CyberQueen of Prussia," Lady Like is 
as classy as they come v.iith articles, 
short stories, fascinating profiles of 
crossdressers from sea to shining sea, 
JoAnn's own advice column (which 1 
nev r miss), and my favorit part of 
the mag, th "Mirror Mirror" section 
with loads of pictur s of th mo t 
beautiful ladies around. Any mag that 
features pictures of me definitely gets 
high marks. 
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Fro111 th Left oa t come Kym
berlcigl1 Richard's Cross-Talk , the only 
monthly 111ag on my list. Ilighly infor
mative , entertaining and thought pro
voking, Cross-Talk has columns b 
such luminaries as irginia Prince, 
JoAnn Roberts, Angela Gardner, Paula 
Jordan Sinclair (T absolutely love tbe 
hat she wears in he'.'r photo!) as well as 
article on transsexualism and spouse 
and partners. Ther 's also a good 
amount of humor here too with the 
Cross-Talk Comics, featuring the work 
of Christine Jan \\'ilson and Great 
Mom nt In TV History. 

Th n there's Femme Mirror, a 
magazine I haven"t seen ve1y much of 
since'.' , as far as I know, it's available 
only to the members of Tri-Ess, still, 
it's an exc llent publication. As with 
the oth r magazines, Mirror has man 
interesting articles on transgendered 
b havior as well as news on Tri-Ess 
chaptNs in many stat s, it's own advice 
column and pen pals ction and "big 
sister" sections (the latter for newcom
ers into Tri-Ess). I wish Mirror was 
more readily availabl in th commu
nity b cause it's a gr at r ad. 

While the af orem ntion d maga
zin s r pr sen t th p cligrees, we also 
have the runt of the litter, that being 
Trnnsformation. \\hen it first came 
out, I thought this would be something 
sp cial. I-I II, I v n subscribed to it 
one . but it's turn d out to be x-
tr mely trashy, asily on par with IJ11s
tler in terms of smut, with numerous 
photos and drawings displaying genita
lia. [ t' publisher, J ri L e, touts 
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Transfor111alio11 ns cla y, but I !Ind tlH' 
opposit to be true. Let th buyN hC'
warc wh n it com to thi mag. 

Lastly, here · s a chancC' for P\'!'1;0111· 
011t there to he a part of thi s ·olnmn 
with Ill)' first "Shopper' s 1 llVC')'." I' cl 
be interC'sted in knowing what kind or 
stores you shop in regularly, if ~·ou 
shop "en fen1111e" or "en drab '. (tell nw 

how you w re treated in C'ithcr guise), 
what one ite m yo11 sp ncl tit<' most 
money on and why, and what itC'm(s) 
you think aren 't worth .'our money. 

Th an w rs you provide c uld 
prove mo t helpful to your sisters in 
their futur expedition to thC' tore , 
so break out the pen , or keyboard and 
tell me what you think! 

I'm planning on this b ing a SC'ri 
of informal, bi-annual sun·e. s to gaug 
the climat of th shopping p pulac 
in the transgcndered community and. 
more importantly, to share information 
with everyon . ft r all, knowledge is 
power! I'm sure you all have some
thing of importance to ay when it 
comes to shopping. \\ 'ell , girls , lwn's 
your forum! Send your resp011ses to 
Ang la via the -mai l or snail mail ad
dress s on page two and she'll forward 
them tom . 

ntil next month , be smart, buy 
srnait and look smart! Happy sliop-A_ 
ping, sisters! 8 

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

... because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessarily 
last forever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROLYSIS 

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9) , Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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'Transo/amp Pu6[ications 
proua{y presents 'l(Jzfina lsato 's 

o Tales of A Sexy Vampire, Second Edition 
e The Sexy Vampire Cookbook 

Ea<.:h volume is $20 an<l chock full of mak ' UP 
and image advice on how to look, act, and feel 
your sex best. end $2 for more information 
about these bcx>ks and new wig brochure. 
OiM.:retion <ll.sured. 

Debra's Closet 
Fashionable Consignments 

New Designer Fashions 
Layaways 
•VISA• 

I -J ',\~ 
,.,. · Mary Lerario, 2300 Walnut St. #405, • MasterCard • 

•Discover• Philadelphia PA 19103 

• AMEX • 

Eileen Shields Pudleiner Private Evening Shopping 
by Appointment Free Consultation • Free Brochure 

Dermatologist Recommended 

A.B.E. Electrolysis Hargrove Plaza 
2673 Haddonfield Road 
Pennsuaken, NJ 08110 

609.486.9636 

40°/o off your first visit 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
Allentown, Pa. 
Hazleton, Pa. 
Kunkletown, Pa. 

610-867-9446 
610-434-1420 
717-455-4595 
610-381-4758 

Transvestite? Transsexual? 
Dominant? Submissive? 

Fantasies? Fetishes? 
Too shy to meet in person? 

Call now to where all lifestyles are treated in an 

intelligent, caring, creative way. Perhaps you have 

thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? Why be alone? 

Call me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counseling and fantasy exploration. M s. Scarlet, 

Sweet TV Kelly and myself are available to train or transform you into the glamour 

girl , or demure girl you desire to be. 

Privacy assured. Call now for free 24 hour info: 215-602-2888. 
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Wong Foo: Queen On The Street Inter-Review 
By Angela Gardner 
A new day has dawned. In this 

brave new world, the positive role 
models are tall, attractive, well cir ssecl 
drag queens, darling! To Wong Foo ... 
arriv d and went but the box office' rc:>
CC'ipts indicate the sight of wayze and 
Snip s in frocks and pu11ps definit ly 
did not scarie p<'ople. girlfri nd. 

Sur , there have b en men disport
ing themselves on the silver screen in 
traditionally female attire for many 
years. Back in the beginning of sil nt 
movies, Julian E ltinge was a superstar, 
the RuPaul of his time. He was so 
popular they named a theater after 
him in the Big Apple. That was back 
around the tum of the century. But 
then, drag went through a dark age. 
From the '20s to the '60s there was 
very little glitter to be found. (And, as 
a fri nd of mine, Miss J sse, always 
says,"More glitter!") Milton Berl and 
Flip Wilson both played it for laughs. 
"Serious" C male impersonators who 
did gain some acclaim were ve1y care
ful to never admit they might actually 
enjoy the glamour. Heavens to B tsy, 
no! ( Betsy Johnson, my fave designer!) 

Until recently the idea of a man 
p rforming in drag on a theater stage, 
or in a film, has b en limit cl to dress
ing up for laughs, or dressing up for a 
nefarious purpose. In the opinion of 
this drag queen, we've had far too 
many villains who use drag as a dis
guise, or because of a mental problem. 

That's where To Wong Foo ... devi-

atecl from the norm: these girls love 
their drag. They love it so much, they 
SC'ein to nC'ver takC' it off. But, we'll get 
to that later. First I t's SC'C what some 
of the real "girls" think. Ladies who 
have actual! worked the runway and 
thrilled a crowd with their fc:>minine 
pulchrih1de, not just any qucc:>ns. 
These' are ladies with credential . Dim 
th house lights and hit the music, 
Blanche, It's show tinH'! 

Our first contestant is Berrie 
Lyndon. Sh 's been performing as a 
professional C mal impersonator for 
ten years, holds the Miss Cartwheel, 
1990 title and was Miss Gay New 
Jer sey, 1990. What did she think?: 
"Quite ntertaining and a gr at movi 

bit farfetched the way it happen d. 
It was a true "fairy" tal , so to say. 
They (Swayze, nipes, L guizamo) 
gave good attitude. They had the 
campiness down. Drag was pr sented 
in a ve1y positive way, but I'd like to 
know when th y shaved." 

Miss Lyndon makes an excell nt 
point. Most of us who crossdress regu
larly practically own stock in razor 
companies, yet the girls in this picture 
only seemed to shave once. 

Oh, I could nit pick all night, but l 
think our next contestant sums up the 
all the little reality Oaws. Miss Monica 
Rey has been in the biz for seventeen 
years. She started her career in cou
hlre in Portland, Oregon. Like the 
Wong Foo ... queens, she dragged her 
way across the country, but she did it 

onC' drag show at a time and nded up 
in ew II ope where she is th Mis
tress of Ccren 1onies for the Cart
wheel's Monday Night Drag 
Search . ThC'n on Tuesdays she hosts 
the Monica Rey Drag Attack al the 

olosseurn in Sayreville, 1 e\ Jersey. 
As Monica says, "You just have to 1111 -

derstand it' a movie. If you b Ii ve C'\'
erything you sec in th movies you'd 
think we li C'd on a planet where intC""l
ligent ap<'s rule and Darth Vaci r is 
king or the universe ... 

Actually cl ar, he's been deposed, 
and thos ap s look simply marvelous 
in dresses that feature an empire bod
ice, but that's a couple more articl s. 
Gotta keep the show moving. 

Now our next contestant. he's thC' 
Outreach Director of the Gr ater 
Phi lad lphia hapter of Renaissanc<' 
and a columnist in this newsletter. 1ot 
a professional female impersonator, 
but a tal nt cl a mat u r crossdre ser 
who has er ated her own femme pc:>r
sona, please welcome Miss Jessica 
Brandon. Jessica helps spread th 
word that it's okay for a guy to slip into 
some satin now and th n. \ \'hat did she 
think of To Wong Foo ... ? "All things 
considered I thought it was handled 
quite well. As Car as Patrick,\\ esley 
and John, they portrayed the charae-
t rs fairly convincingly. But it did 
stretch the boundaries of believability 
at times. I mean everyone in the small 
town seemed to think tl1ey wer really 
woman. I think it was a positive image 
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On The Street ... 
of crossdressing as a who!<', although 
not all qu ns would b a giving." 

An excellent point Jess, b11t that 
takes us back to what Monica said 
about movi s moclif ing reality. You 
know you're in for som fantasy when 
th trip from ew York to Los ngel s 
takes the ladies through Bala ynwyd. 
(Play d a littl too up cal by som 
town in New York stal .) Drag is about 
illusion mid fantasy, o what do it 
rnattN if tl1ings don't make that mucl1 
e1 s when you xamin th m. If you 

look too closely at any gr at C ma! im
p rsonation you' ll s tho anno ing 
little Oaws.( Kind orlike Sway1.e's giant 
size pores and the crow's fr et I've b en 
seeing in my mirror lat 1 .) long as 
the light is low and the plot keeps bar
reling along, th "girls·· look great. 

One of the flick's 111ajor departures 
from reality i in it's fir t premis : lox
ema ( nipes) and Vida ( \vayz ) beat 
out th hott st tal nt in the ew York 
drag scene to wi11 the drag contest that 
s nds them to L.A.. ot only <lo they 
win, but th<'y ti for first placC'. Leslie 
Foster is a11oth r amat ur erossdr ss r 
and n ember of Renaissance GP . f
ter seeing the sl1ow she said, "[Joh1J] 
Leguizamo was definitely the b st of 
the thr . I found my e lf id ntif ying 
with th charact rs, and for thr gu s 
who probably never thought of playing 
this typ of role before,(Leguizamo bas 
portray cl drag characters and women 
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in l1is 11 BO spedals and on hi Fox-T\' 
show. llo11se n{ 7311gj!,i11 ') tlwv werf• 
phC'l1UlllC'llal .'; . 

Ph 110111 nal, but not llawle s. It 
takes the "willru l Sii pension r di b -
Ii r· for us to beli v bst ear's Queen 
of The Year was Raebel Tensions a 
statuesque b auty (play cl b the llaw
IC' s Ru Paul) and this ea r we g t 
\\' sl nip ' with mu cl s bulging 
all over an<l Swa ,,,c wearing gloves al
most the whole time to cover his large 
manly hand . (Come to think of it, I 
know crossdress r who do that.) 

Don' t think I'm some vi i queen 
dishing the Ilollywood actors. They 
did a gr at job and if Vida and ox ma 
had not b n portra ed by major stars, 
the film would r all b another 
Priscilla , a little art house movie that 
only the lucky few would se . 

To Wong Foo, Thanks For Every
thing, Julie ewman as a ground 
brC'aking film. fts message is accep
tance. from society and from within , 
and whil other films in recC'nt years 
have promot d tol ranc or p opl 
who ociety views a "cliff erent.'' this is 
the first big-budget , gonna-be-seen-by
a-bunch-of-folks film that should make 
it a littl<' easier for people to see that 
drag qu ens , crossdr ss rs, transv s
tite <llld oth rs with gender identity is
sues are not stnmge or perverted. 
They're ju t peopl . Peopl with, as 

ox ma says, "Too much fashion sens 
for on gender." 

Letters ... 
is not uncommon to see the words, "No 
Fems." So if homosexuals are a minority 
within the gender community, and cross
dressers are a minority in the gay com
munity, why does society consider cross
dressing to l?e a gay thing? 

Sincerely, 
Barbara Jean Jasen 

Editor's r pl : 
Barbara Jean, 
I give you my opinion on th "cross

dressers must b ga " issue. Th gcn-
ral public was rai cl to think that any 

mal who dresses like a female must b 
a siss . Evc1yone knows sissies arc fag
gots. o, anybody who crossdr s s 
must b on of those qu rs. It all 
comes down to ignoranc . 

I invite anyone with answers or com
m nts on Barbara's 1 tter to send us 
their opinion and w '11 publish th min 
the letters column nex1 month . 

To All Subscribers! 
Renaissance announces an 

increase in the annual 
ubscription rate from $16, 

where it had been for 
several years, to $20 due to 
increased production costs. 

Plea e note: your 1996 
membership dues will 
reflect this increase. 

For that one of a kind dress, 
for the once ill a while woman ... 
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True Confession: I'm A Transvestite Cat 
by "Lucky Cat" Kirkland 
llcllo, Ill\ na11w i\ ''Luck\ Cat." I am a 

solid hlac.:k homl' c.:at, li1rnwrl) 1rntlP. I !in· 

at tlw Kirkland houst'110ld, and a hettC'r 

home no cat could want. MePt my family. 

I real mother was scxm replaced h a hu

man "mom ," a dmtty young woman called 

"Peanut. " li er mom, known to you <L~ Eve

lyn, b then c.:ttl led " .randmom:·. third 

human called "Poppie" is grnndmom's 

mate. Just likt' me, these three humans 

wear nametags. 1 lowever Poppie's neck

lac.:e says "Maryann." That I c.:an rt'ad En

glish i\ a big secret- do not tell anyone. 

I can te ll these family members apart by 

voic.:e and smell . Th y ;ti! appear to wear 

the same clothing especi<tl ly at night. All 

three put on pantyhose which amuses ml' 

great! . J pull them down <L~ th y pull them 

up. I put them in a pissy mood when I trt's 

p<L\\ on the lingerie drying rnc.:ks. It lcxiks 

like a "jungle gym" for kittens hut coverPd 

with lmts, stockings, and panties. \\'lwn 

Poppie sl'es the collapsed racks and gar

nwnts <Lskew, he hec:omes a "jungle Jim ." I 

.~d ptmkd likl· a f(mthall and '<fUirkd with 

watl'r. I think Ill' h:Ls a hornum1• imhalanl·c• 

All thn'l' haw long hair on tlwir !wad 

hut Poppit•'s hair t11nws off. I am f(:d gl'n

erous amounts of rl'al tuna\\ hic.:h giws flll' 

lustrous. shiny a~1d silk;· fur. Poppit• l'ats 

tuna t<x> and grows dark hairy fur on his 

body, then he shaves it ofl1 I watdwd him 

for hours. Yes, he spends hours in thl' bath

tub removing hi~ fur. I lo\\ awful to hl' 

c.:omplPtl'ly t11\·ercd in huhhlPs and p<'r

funwd water! Yet he beatm a smile. Bc•ing 

a curiml\ tyke, I usu<tll wear soap huhhlcs, 

mud1 to Poppie\ ammenwnt. 

DespitP Poppie's pfforts to look like• thl' 

oth r two ft·mal sin tlw house, I know he 

is different. Il e spenlls time in a rt'<U neat 

room down the hall. It l1<L~ a lwd. hut he 

cannot sll'l'Jl in it because of tlw hooh, pa

pers, clinolines and pe ttic.:oats heaped 11pon 

it. l le calls it Maryann\ nx>tn hut 1t looks 

like a hallt>rina's drt>ssing room. This Mary

ann pt·rson doesn't sta) long in lwr own 

nxim. Ill'\ :tlways in a rush to lt•an• tht' 

house . I am s11spido11s. She l<K>h likl' 

Poppi(• with 1011~ hair! 

I'm sun· yo11 cll'ar n·acll•rs k110\1 hm1 

wnsitin· a l.'at\ paws art'. Likl' man\ of 

you, l likl' thl' ll·1·l of nylon. satin. and silk 

\I an} a chi) I lT<I\\ I insid(• tlll'st' chiffon 

pt' ttimats and take a nap . Ir I Sl'e an <>j>l'll 

dn·"er drawl'. I jump right in . ~h fa1orit1· 
one• is Poppii"s un<lc• rn 1•ar drawer. t-.h 

mom, Peanut , 11st'd to frown on 111y 11nd1•r

wcar antic.:s. I Lc>c.:k , 110\\ slw ent11urag1•s nw 

and opens up drawe rs for nw :Ls long as the 

umlies belong to sonwon · elst'. 

Poppie c;tlb. me a trnnwestite c.:at. This 

is nonsense <lS c.:ats do not wear dothing to 

t1>tmote gender. Perhaps Poppie, !wing so 

smait and ~mug. can flml a transl'estitl' in a 

nudist c.:olony. But wait a minute, pt•rliaps 

lw is right. I w:Ls reading tlw D M-T\ ' just 

thl:' oth r day. I hal'e lwen thinking about 

and romping in Poppie\ saint} unclil'S for 

m'l'r 6 months. A111 J a fetishistic trnmn·s

titC' or a tranwestic fetishbt? \\'ho can•s'? 

\\ 'hy l«lll't humans, who think tlwy an· 

so brilliant, takt• a lt•"on from a \i111pl1· 

hmM' c.:at: Ion- yoursdf. t•at 11 l'll. .md takt• 

pll·nt:y of naps . 
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