
This content downloaded from 
�������������155.33.133.59 on Wed, 01 Dec 2021 16:11:34 UTC������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

· - 17 -

page book in whi :ch -107 pages were about i(ay's love affair vlith a male. 

~ The book abounded in cl iches_. For exampl~, true to stereotype, the older 

womali assume·s· res'pon~ibil ity for the younger. liothering and being r,,othered is an 

integral p~ft ~of · leibian relationships, but it is not always the older woman who 

mothers arid the younger \\IOman who · is be1n0. mothered., \Jhy is this the assumed 
pattern · o_f lesb-ian relationshi "ps? . . I 

· Sara'h Aldridge, hov1evei'., does desC:r.ve crE:d it . for her portray.al of thoughts 

_of the ·· two •:ctiaractt!rs and the ~mot ions they feel fqr one another. Yet .the entire 

boQk is not enough~ it is not a lesbian book. I found it bori·ng to be part of 
·1(ay 1s ___ l ife; llm-1 about-a~r-eai--lesbi a n novel from beginnin g to end? . I am not sug-

gesting that men 1:iot be part-of tt,e boo!<. T,hey -do exist and affect us, both past 

and _pr,es.ent, in real life. l3ut 1,1~-st that be the v1hole substance of a book? 

Some ·peop:le r.1-ay feel The Latecomer shoulc.i be classified as :'lesbian" because 

on theTast ·pane Philippa and Kay end up in each :others ams. [jut for me, I was 

left to ·wonder ·if !(ay 1•J0ul.J simply ·becor,1e bi-sexual . -an.d leave Phi I ippa for the _,. 

next. man to come a lung. . Accord, ilew York 

,. 

· 11ElOOf(S TO AVO I D' I 

(Edito~•s note: A copy of ,th .is letter w·as sent to iJikki Gi~vanni, a black woman 

poet who often reads her poetry at ·vJOmen's confe,rences.) 
._ \le are a Lesbian-Feminist bookstore. \le ordered copies of Gemini (in good 

faith) which-we are returning to the. ·publi~her, It is our policy not to .sell 

bqoks , \\lhich are o-pprcs:sive fo ai1y women because of cL:iss, ra·ce, cultural back­

grqund or sc'>rual preference. ;/e a·re disgusted that you of all people would re-

'.inforce ne6ative and stereotyped statements about wo111en in general and lesbians 

i n pa rt• i c u i a r . 
The two examples fru1.1 the Viking Press Paperback edition to which vJe are 

objecting are: · . 
11 ... the university a(fai,1, waiting for ·n1el ike a big dyke with a greasy smile 

on her lips who has run her !J rey into a corner." p. 4] 

,; i i,'..tht:o\\117 in with sadistic.dykes .... r1 . · , 

How can _you be so unaware and insensifi~e to other 

* * * * * * * 

LESDli\ilS 1·1 TV LA1JD 

vJor,1en I s oppression? 
Labyris Dbokstore Collective 
.P.O. Box (,J02 
Ci~tinnati, Ohio 45206 

· Lesbians made if · onto ·major network TV t\•iicc this past month, althou9h it 

wasn't ~xactly prim~-time. OnJ:·eb. 10 four lesbians \•Jere intervie\\led by To1.1 

· Snyder . for an hour .on the. Tomor.i-ow Show; ·on :H>C: at __ l i:\/\. Th~ four lesbians were 

Elaine' iJoble,'-.. ,who was . recently- elected to · the !lass. I-louse of Representatives; 

Sally Gearh'art, ·co-Author of Lov.in9 -·1,1c n/Lovi -n!J i/ornen; El ·e~~or Cooper of Lesbian 

Feminist Liberation in ;J,Y. City;-and Sally Lafferty, also of L.F.L. and the :Ja­

tional Gay Task Force. Torn Snyder was his usual obnoxious_ self, attemptin9 to 

be the 1 iberal/1 iberat~d mal~. 
I folt that one of the hi9h points of the show was \'/hen Elaine iloble caught 

Snyder in the midst of statin 1 that lesbians hate all men, and calmly explained 

to him that she VJas a complicated person and if he insisted on vievlin9 her with 

stereotypes they wouldn't oe able to share. \/hich, needless to say, left Snyder 
·:q\,i n 
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r a th e r speechless. I cert a inly c : n see how :io81e won her election, f 0 lr:1ost 

fol t 1 il~e send in o he r .J f ..:: n lett e r. 

I had a sicGlly good f ee lings o~out th e ocher lesbi ans, with so~e reser­

va tions. I 1 i ed ~ lot of wh 2t S l ~ ine La fferty (who wa s ~illed as the 1G-ye2r 

ol d) s ,1 i d , but fe lt th a t th e genera l public 1tJOuldn 1 t understcrnJ much of the 

terr:iinology "nd po litice l L:rn a u~sc us ed . Elea nor Cooper, fromL.F.L.~ left me 

1,Jit h no i1,1i:,ression a t ~i ll since she s -=, i J h,~rdly a nythin0 ~ \·Jhich is .qu i te 

underst a ndable. :iuc h of v!h a t S,:; ll y ( . r n , rt s a id - I don't persona l ly a gree 

with , .J nd I a ls o f eft"'she --sfioul"r1'C r 8ve·wastcod tir.lti: ~1ns\·10ri n~• sor.1~ of nhe ina ne 

quicst ions '.i yndt; r o~r.,e up i,Jith (e.g. Why do "tOOdWl!!cir P•"nts?).::~o vc rnll , consider"'. 

ing'"f.V. , it tJ·_ s a good show , a lthough . it could have been irnprovecJ greatly if 

$ynde r hadn','·t b,c!~ :, ·•1:'hcr:o . 
. 

The second shovJ on ;\~ C Feb. 27 a t 11 :Y1pr.1. wa s 90 minutes long-, c J l led 

Hor.1o s exu2 ls : Out of the Closets. The r.1o cJe r 2 tor tliis ti me was D;::ivid Frost; a nd 

he was even wo rse th 2 11 Synde r , if yo u C .3 11 be 1 i eve th 2: t. I thought the show Wc3S 

quite borin :;, end uust .:iJn it I quit wJtch i nr.; before it 1 ✓ .J s over. The best pa rt 

of it wa s .::i t:Jpe of tvJo l esb i .:rns fron Chica go perfomina one of their own songs. 

They we re re~ lly_·9~o d, ond it Llncle me h3ve Q f antasy of ~ whole show th c3 t would 

just be l e s b i 3 ns · pl ay iri9 their materi 31 . 

The first pw rt of the sho\tJ t·/i: s 3n i nterview vJith .:i 92y r.12n ,:rnd his father. 

This wa s f o llowed by a mi dd le -aged ~o up l e t a l k ing 3bout their lesbi □ n daughter. 

The lesbi 2n 1s r.,o~her s ·Jid some a r.1-:i zinc things. She t a lked of when her da ughter, 

i 1Je rryl: (who \tJ 3 S l G c t th , ti me), ret urned 3f ter running ciway. Her brother 

a nd his ~v ife brought Jerry home , but first they s a t the r,10ther down a nd s a id, 

!!J e rry's not a t irl anyrnore. · 1 tiothe r I W.J S so e;,cited- I thou~i1t she \\/ 2 5 

pregnant, but then they exp l a ined . to rae \✓ h ;::i t they re2'lly neant. Fl 2sn 2 pic-

ture on the scree n o f ' 1J e rry- ; in r.io l e · d ra~. The sho\t-i went -downhill from there. 

" J e rry! ' ( he r re ~l n~me is She rri e, but frost insistec.! on c c:1 lling her 

l!Je rr/ 1) a n<l her l ove r followed, c nc.J they tri ed the ir best. During Frost's 

questioning, ~Je le~rned tha t the y oe l i e ve they \!Jere born l e sbi ,rns: One is 

an ex- d rug a dd ict , both a re a po l itic~l, and they a ren 't i n to roles. Consider­

i nr.i hm✓ rr.a ny of Frost 1 s q uestions \tWrt! 2bout se>{, I 1r1 ar,1~z e<.l we found out any-­

thingabo ut these women othe r t ha n whQt the y do in bed . . This seament of the 

pro1:; r a1,1 f i 1 l cu r.1e vJi th a u i xturc cf frustr J tion .:i nd bo redor,1. 

I continued w~tchin g the prosrQm becc use I wented to se~ the - clips of 

lesbi a n and hor:1ose;;u;1l scene s fror:1 five rnovies. lihen the fil m clips only l asted 

about .1 r,1 i nutes ( th ::: t~ -;b o~t 3-f -s~cond s per f i 1 r.i) I gave up. Perhaps this shat-'/ 

w3sn 1 t a nti-ho~osexua l, but borin~ is n' t eAactly a g rea t step forward . TV's 

got a Ions wa y to ao. 
-·-fi2 rgy 

S:int a Ua rb arn , Ca . 125 rned,e rs of a 0 roup c a lled "Concerned Parents" sho1t✓ed 

up ot a meeting protestin0 positive Q3Y lectures a s p3 rt of a F3~ ily Life 

course a t t 1;10 loca l hi gh schoo.ls. Spokspe rsons fror:1 the Gay People's 

Union were the re too , with the weapon of knowledge on their side. Result: the 

G3y speake rs will cbntinue bec ouse ·the school· boa rd voted 4-1 to ret a in the 

course a s it WGS. 
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