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4 played ‘prank’
on sex op. man

R 2 FOUR youths who played a “prank” 6n a friend who was undergoing a
sex-change operation were slammed by a Stoke-on-Trent magistrate today.”

- < The Chairman of the Bench, Mr. George Staples, told the four:
lL_ “You cannot help but feel sorry for these sort of people but having to
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take it out on them in
this way 1s despic-
able.”

Mr. Jeff Stanway,
defending, told the court
that the four, Michael
Richardson, Martin Potts,
Gary Jewess and Richard
Smith, had been discussing
the operation in the pub.

“They were all offended
by this matter,” he said.
“They decided they were
%omg to play a prank on

But the matter got out of
hand when they reached
the former friend’s house at
Midd!. ort.

Richardson. 27, of
Central-drive, Blurton, and
Potts, 19, of Moorside-road,
Trent Vale, admitted
smashing a window.

Dismissed

Jewess, 27, of Murhall-
street, Burslem, and Smith,
26, of Longton-road,
Trentham, pleaded Not
Guilty and their cases were
dismissed.

Mr. David James, .
prosecuting, said that
Richardson had thrown a
brick.

“He had been spurred on
by the operative treatment
the injured party was
undergoing. He was
sickened and offended by
it,” he said.

All four were bound over
to keep the peace for 12
months in the sum of £100. |
Richardson and Potts were
fined £75 each and ordered
to pay £11.50 compensation
and £25 costs each.

STAGE oD s S VMVl Seviiwil

207w selr 8€.

)

7




