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· 4 playt@'prank'. 
, on sex op. man 
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· FOUR youths.who played a "prank" on a friend who was .undergoing a 

sex-change operation were lammed by a_Stoke-on-TrenLmagi trate today~ 
_..... The Chairman of the Bench, Mr. George Staples, told the four: 

" You cannot help but feel sorry for these sort of people but having to 
take it out on them in 

~ this. way is despic-
/ able." 
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Mr . J eff S ta n way , 

defending, told the court 
tha t the fou r , Michae l 
Richardson, Martin P otts . 
Gary Jewess and Richard 
Smith, had .Peen discussing 
the operation in the pub. 

"They were all offended 
by this matter," he said. 
"They decided they were 
going to play a prank on 
him." 

But the matter got out of 
hand when they reached 
the former friend's house at 
Midd L vort. 

Ri c h ard s on . 27 . of 
Central-drive, Blurton, and 
Potts, 19. of Moors ide-road. 
Tr e nt V a l e . a dmit te d 
smashing a window. 

Dismissed 
J ewess, 27, of Murhall­

strect, Burslem. and Sm ith, 
26 , o f Lo ngto n - ro o d , 
Trentham , plead e d Not 
Guilty and their cases were 
dismissed. 

Mr . D avid Jam es, . 
p rosec u ti n g, sa id that 
Richardson had thrown a 
brick . 

"He had been spurred on 
by the operative treatment ' 
the injure d p art y was 
und e r go in g . He w as 
sickened and offended by 
it," he said. 

All four were bound over 
to keep the peace for 12 
months in the sum of £100. 
Richardson and Potts were 
fined £75 each and ordered 
to pay £11.50 compensation 
and £25 costs each. 
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