








5 

A Personal Reflection on the 2nd 
GenderPAC   National Transgender 
Lobby Days 
by Miranda Stevens 
 
 
On May 4-6, Toni Monzo and I traveled to Washington DC to 
participate in a truly remarkable event, the 2nd GenderPAC National 
Transgender Lobby Days.  Reminiscing about the week, I can say that 
I had some good experiences, and some great experiences.  It was 
about educating those who make the laws of this nation about a 
minority that has remained invisible for too long, a minority that is 
time and time again is singled out for ridicule, discrimination, and 
violent hate crimes.  By the time it was over, Toni and I had visited the 
offices of every congressman and senator from Illinois.  We left copies 
of GenderPAC's national transviolence survey with most, and It's 
Time, Illinois' report on discrimination and violence with all.  And I 
felt that we made some real friends on the Hill. 
 
The most emotional experience for me was our meeting with 
Congressman Jesse Jackson, Jr.  From the start, this meeting was 
handled with the greatest respect and courtesy.  I had been working for 
about two weeks getting the meeting set up.  Hillary West, who set up 
the meeting, met us at the door and introduced herself.  She was 
anxious to meet me after we spent so much time on the phone together.  
She is a lovely woman, and I felt some sort of bond with her.  Then the 
legislative assistant, Rodney Emery, came out and introduced himself, 
and said that he would be participating in the meeting as well   A few 
minutes later, Congressman Jackson came into the reception area to 
greet us and we all went back to his office for the meeting. 
 
This is where the magic started.  I had been going through a set routine 
with the other congressmen's staff people.  But this was not a speech or 
a routine.  We immediately clicked and entered into a dialog the likes 
of which I never thought myself capable of doing.  His mind is so 
quick, his logic is so clear, he was immediately making connections 
that should be made.  We discussed Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, and the fact that US Courts had ruled that we are not covered in 
that Act.  And he was right with us.  This was personal to him.  This 
was the connection to the civil rights movement of his father, and he 
understood our struggle.  It was magical, and it was emotional. 
 
We talked about the hate crimes.  Rodney participated in this 
discussion.  He knew about the overkill murders of transpeople.  He 
knew about the mutilation killings.  And we talked about the ones in 
Chicago, specifically the ones documented in our report.  In the end 
Congressman Jackson asked what he could do to help us, and we 
requested a letter to Attorney General Janet Reno to help us document 
hate crimes.  Of course he agreed, he put his staff on it immediately.   
 
What else could he do?  We talked about ENDA (Employment 
Nondiscrimination Act) and our non-inclusion in the bill.  He turned to 
Rodney and asked, "Do you mean they are not covered in ENDA?"  
Rodney could only shake his head and inform him that we are not.  He 
asked what could be done about that, and I just happened to have a 
proposed amendment to ENDA, for gender variant people, just looking 
for a sponsor.  We discussed the political realities of the 105th 
Congress, and the fact that such an amendment may not be the best 
thing to introduce now.  But he was definitely interested.   
 
We left that office on an emotional high.  Joy from finding such a 
strong supporter and friend.  But for me, the most powerful feeling was 
the tie to the entire civil rights movement and the struggle for freedom.  
As Jesse Jackson, Jr. said in that meeting, "As long as one person is 
denied human rights, none of us can be really free." 
 

(Note:  On May 5-6, about 45 transpeople from all over the USA 
converged on Capitol Hill in Washington DC  for the 2nd GenderPAC 
Lobby Days.  At the end, nine congressmen had signed on to a letter to 
Attorney General Janet Reno urging her to have the Dept. of Justice 
track hate crimes against gender variant people.  The letter was 
presented to the Attorney General's staff in a meeting on May 13.  
This was the first time any members of congress had gone on record 
supporting transgendered people.) 
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(Continued from page 4) Butterfly 
Heather left to join the other girls and that’s when he walked 
over and said hi.  He introduced himself as Al and asked for my 
name.  Hi, my name is Jackie I heard myself say. We chatted for 
a bit about trivial topics and eventually we were alone.  Just the 
two of us standing and talking.  He was very polite and was a 
perfect gentleman.  He lit my cigarette and actually bought me a 
drink.  Wow two more new experiences for me. Again I felt so 
feminine when he lit my cigarette and I thanked him. 
 
        Eventually the conversation turned towards our mutual 
interest in crossdressing and he wondered If I had ever been 
with a man while dressed. The answer was no.  When I told him 
this was my first night “out” he didn’t believe me he honestly 
thought I was kidding him.  Well it was very stimulating 
conversation and I was flattered that he wanted my phone 
number but I couldn’t do this.  A girl has to keep a good 
reputation....... right?  ; ) I politely said that I wanted to join my 
friends and I hoped we could meet again some time. We said 
goodbye. And as I was walking back to my friends I was 
walking on air.  I was amazed at how I felt.  I was happy, I was 
excited, I was thrilled. I was a woman. 
 
                                                Jackie    :--) 
 
 






