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SEX-CHANGE MAN IS PREGNANT!
Guy turned gal will be first transsexual to give birth

By Debi PBeshears

A man vho becase a voman through a sex-change operation is pregnant after miracle surgery made the dream of her life come true!
Guna Johannson, whose first name was Gunnar, will

! i ?i_ve birth to a healthy baby boy in a few months, and stunned medical experts
say the event will be the first transsexual delivery in history! Dr. Georges Chaison is responsible for the astonishing
breakthrough, Dr. Chaison has specialized in sex-reassignaent operations for more than 20 years in Casablanca, Morocco. Dr.
Chaison suceeded in transplanting the uterus and ovaries from a woman killed in a traffic accident into Miss Johannsom, The
surgery succeeded beyond anyone's wildest hopes. Within two months of the operation Miss Johannson vas having a regular monthly
senstrual cycle and within a year was qregnant. She said "I had realized one dreas by changing my sex - now I knew that I was

tlose to having IK biggest dream of all come true. I vas C%oing to be a real-life mother!" She and the baby's father will be
married soon and the child will be named Georges, after Dr. Chaison.

(EDITOR'S MOTE...This article reprinted frow NEEKLY WORLD NENS.)

What’s wrong with this picture?

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING...our Twventy MNinutes staff
’ carefully studied the two, nearly identical brochures and discovered some

interesting points. The five groups co-sponsoring this Transsexuals Issues

[BIE A[Lﬂ, event, pai% %he sase careful atte':xtion to detail and planning as they did
YOU \ vith the cross-dressing brochure. Some of the scheduled events include
WANT pertinent TS5 issues as “Busting The Bubble,” *T6 - Is this lifestyle 2

T@ [B[E viable option?", “legal Issues,” “Dealing With Others," ‘“Eaployaent,

*Normones - Benefits and Dangers,® "Insurance,” "Cossetic and Re-assigneent

Surgery.® And not only that, buf we noticed a price break for transsexual
people compared to the CD stuff.

Twenty Minutes gives a great big kiss and our seal of approval to the
Chicago Transsexual Issues - 1989.
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When breezes are soft

and skies are fair,
I steal an hour

fros study and care,
And hie me away

to the woodland scene,
Where wanders the stream

with vaters of green.

- William Cullen Bryant

Spring has sprunﬁ,
And grass has griz,

Where last year's
Careless drivers is.

- E. M. Barrassed

And so it goes, to borrow a phrase from
Linda Ellerbee. Let's hope she finally
makes it big. Spring is really here and
with the prolific harbingers of this
most welcome season, COmMES a new, more
gentler and kindler newsletter. Well,
at least until the next controversl
comes along, that is... We see at leas

a couple conin% soon. We welcome all
contributions. The Twenty Club is not
responsible for opinions or accuracy of
information provided by writers of
submitted materials. All such material
becomes the rrogerty of the Twenty
Club. Parts of this newsletter may be
reproduced if source credit is given.

calendar

MEETINGS
May 13
May 27

Saturday,
Saturday,

Regular meetings of the XX Club are
he?d the second and fourth saturdays of
the month at Christ Church Cathedral
45 Church Street, Hartford, CT, at 2 Ph
sharp, (Located at the corner of Church
and Main Streets in the downtown area
across from 6. Fox.) If you believe you
are gender dysphoric, you are welcome
to visit and find out more about our

roup and talk about yourself and your
?eelln 5. The XX Club is a transsexual
supporg group, not a dating service or
social organization, though we do
socialize "after the wmeefings with
munchies, We attempt to provide geer
suEport and practical information about
making the gender transition, as well
as information for the Gender Identity
Clinic of New England. There is no fee
{not yet) to attend our meetings, but a
yearly subscription to this newsletter
vill assist in our outreach and
educational work. All other monetary
donationz accepted cheerfully.

BUSINESS

TREASURER’ $
REPORT

Balance - from March $1164.69
INCONE:
Collections - meetings 30,00
Newsletter subscriptions 30.00
Brochure sales 7.50
[FGE sales 43.00
CDS sales .00
J2CP sales 5.00
Donations .00
Savin?s interest 3.63
Total Income $211.15
EXPENSES:
Refreshments 19.60
Nevsletter 115.45
Postage 49,73
Supplies 00
Bad Check 6.30
Bank Fee 2,00
Total Expenses  $193.30
Net Income for April $17.85
Balance - end of April $1182.54

GUEST SPEAKER

At our meeting of Saturday May 27, we

will have as our guest speaker Sr. Mary

Elizabeth (the former Miss Joanna

Clark). Sr. Har{ Elizabeth is the
eq

author of al  Aspects  of
Transsexualism, as well as numerous
articles on the subject (many of which

have appeared in Twenty Minutes). GShe
is also the co-founder {ui Jude
Patton) of J2CP Information Servites.
Also expected to be in attendance, as a
?uest not as a speaker, is Rupert Raj
Gender Worker), There should be a
large gathering on hand, so plan to
arrive early or on-time for the 2 PM
neeting.

(1444995 WITH THE
-WAQ 100K, GOD
| GAVEME THIS BODY,

S0,1'M GENDER
DYSPHORIC. I
DON'T NEED SRS,

NEW NO SMOKING
POLICY

In an effort to be fair to everyone who
attends XX Club meetings, a nev no
smoking policy was adogted at the AEril
8 meeting. There will be ND smoking
pernitted during the meetings while we
are gathered in a group. Certain chain
spokers have made the meetings uncomfor-
table for those of us who are allergic
to smoke or have asthaa. Snokinﬁ will
be allowved after the meetings when we
take our break for refreshaents. We
appreciate everyone's co-operation.




EDITORIAL

TRANSSEXUAL LESBIANS
THE ULTIMATE MINORITY
by Sandra Hesics

(EDITOR'S NOTE...reprinted fro» the February 1982 issue of
the TRANSSEXUAL VOICE. Perhaps the altilatz fantasy dregl
gze».t?tso:;tfinrs [eaple 115 othfind tgri Righdt. Unexpected
p es happen along the pa i
things that Nother l?ber told you a%out.)o gender cargraity,

In 1977, a major controversy rocked the wosen's community
vhen it vas discovered that Sandy Stone, a recording
engineer for Olivia Records, a Temale-owned recording
company, vas a transsexual. A siailar controversy also
erugted recently in Philadelphia, when Leslie Phillips, a
ost-operative transsexual wvas removed froa the Lesbian
eekend Commitiee. In ﬂeneral, the transsexual presence in
the women's comaunity has become quite an issue, sosetismes
givided into two caamps; those who accept transsexuals, and
those who don't.

Transsexual lesbians (or leshian tramssexuals) are not
sentioned in the textbooks, and only recently is their
existence being admitted in the aedical literature. One
transsexual I intervieved admitted that although she had
sose inkling before her surgery that she voulg becose a
lesbian aftervard, she never mentioned the fact to anyone,
especially her psychiatrist. *Tell his? No vax. Back ¥hen,
the surgery was so hard to get that I told thea anything
they wanted to hear, 1 assuaed thet vanted nice, healthy,
heterosexual vosen to come out of the hospital, so that's
vhat 1 told them they were going to get.” This sase
attitude vas echoed by several lesbian transsexuals with
vhom I spoke.

Probably because fre-ope7ative transsexual candidates for -

surgery never amentioned the lesbian possibility to their
gglchiatrists it was never written up in the sedical
iterature. dhly nov when studies are being done on post-
operative transsexuals is the phenomenon becomin apgarept.
Post-operative transsexvals have less to lose ell1ng
the truth in a psychiatric interview, and nov the trut

seeas to be that the percentage of tramssexual lesbians is
surpr1s1ngly high. You can be sure that ve will be hearing
more about 1t as tiae goes on.

Just how many gost-op transsexuals becose gay is hard to
estisate, and there is too little information at this time
to draw any conclusions. However, as some sort of start1n?
Eoint, of the twenty or so pos‘-operative transsexuals
nov, about four are either exclusively lesbian or have had
considerable contact with vomen as sex partners.

That calculates to about twenty percent, a surprisingly
high statistic. Of course, it isn't safe to drav any
conclusions from such a seall saspling. The importance is
that if any group of tranmssexuals is studied, there are
likely to be lesbians in the sasple. In fact, in The

Transsexual Empire, Janice Raymond states that she doesn't

now any transsexual feminists who do not also tlaia to be
lesbians,

As 1 stated previously, the women's community is split
regarding the issue of transsexuals. Janite Rayaond calls
the transsexual involvesent in the wosen's comsunity a
violation of woaen's sexvality and spirit, in short raﬁe.
1t seess to be the case in the women's comsunity that
transsexuals are tolerated, unless they assuae positions of
leadership or authority. that is when the probless start.
The message for transsexual lesbians is clear: keep a low
profile. Some years ago when I was considering starting a
vosen's/lesbian publishing company, a transsexual friend
who vas ipvolved in the vomen's cossunity as a writer and
editor, advised ae to keep l¥ transsexuality a secret, or I
vould never succeed. Therefore, the transsexval lesbian
exists under a dual hardship: not only must she deal with
society as a transsexual, but if she decides to "cose out®

* repeatedly encourajed violence and
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35 a lesbian, she may experience rejection from the wosen's
tompunity as well as froa society.

Why transsexval lesbians? According to Raymond, it is
because transsexuals vant %o capture female energy and
possess vomen in the deepest possible way. A more accurate
approach can be made by seprarating gender identity froa
sexual preference. The two are roapletely independent, and
transsexvals asake the same choices of sex partners as
native-born wvomen. Possibly, identifying as a lesbian aay
be a way of over-identifying with fesales not only in
rejecting masculinity in oneself, but in one's choice of
peer group and sex partners as vell.

An interesting line of research vould be to study the pre-
and post-operative behavior of transsexuals, to see what
tlpes of correlation exists. Quite possibly, transsexuals
vho were involved with women pre-operatively will continue
to choose women as sex partners after surgery. However,
this still remsains to be seen, and any readers vho have an
idea on this subject are velcome to reply to the author.

Sandra Mesics
Box 764
Bensalem, PA 19020
VICIOUS ANTI-GAY RADIOD
ATTACKED IN SPRINGFIELD
CEDITOR!S MOTE,..condensed fron a recent NETRQOLINE article)

The Alliance for Equality, a Western Massachusetts human
rights coalition has issued angry and formal complaints
against WSPR radio in West Springfield and with the FCC,
because of an anti-gay talk show that aired on March 27th.

Bill Brady, hosted a three hour progras devoted io the
?rogosed Massachusetts civil rights bill for gay aen and
esbian women. Callers vere entouraged to express vievs
against gay people. Those callers who expressed support for
the bill were berated by Brady ("When's the last time you
vere vith a vosan pal?").

Brady's attacks vere vicious as he endorsed the genocide of
gays under Hitler, advocating placing all gays in Wyoming
and erecting a fence to keep thea there, He encouraged the
beating of small children who exhibited homosexual signs.
Brady went so far as to attack women by saying, ‘vomen are
an intellectually dysfunctional gender to begin with."

The three hour show vas non-stop in its gay bpshin%, though
Brady professed, "1 don't hate ggys,. 1" pity thea.” He
iscrigination.

Nartford, Connecticut gﬂx leaders, who are currently
battling anti-gay radio” WKSS announcer Sabastian, agree
that Brady's show vas the aost vicious they'd heard.

Brady said his shov was a step forvard to speak out on vhat
vas 'wrong in society". He called his shov a landmark
achievesent in broadcasting. The Alliance for Equality
vrote: "Sadly enough, truer words vere never spoken: never
before has a radio program reached a depth so lov.” Brady
used vords like *light ‘iteas,” *faggots,” "flasers,” '11BE
vrists,” “closet. queens,” ‘dillies,” ‘“weenie vhongers,
"blades,* *fairies,” ‘“queers,” ‘sword swallovers,” and
*football bats.”

Where does this type of discriainatory behavior leave the
transsexual in transition? How would Brady react to a
lesbian or bisexual post-op female TS? With unknown nuabers
of pre and post-operative TSs facing the _additional
uninvited dilessa of being gay, lesbiam, or bisexual, it
lal be prudent to be very, very careful. For those
interested persons in the Connecticut or Mestern
Massachusetts area, you may write to the Alliance for
Equality, POB B0556, Springfield, MA 01138. The Tyentg Club
vill vrite to AE, 1 mean why no‘, their post office box is
only a fev feet avay froam ours.
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RELIGION

SEX REASSIGNMENT AND THE CHURCH:

UNJUSTIFIED MUTILATION? -

By Sr. Mary Elizabeth, SSE

(EDITORS NOTE: Since the wide-spread publication of "8y
Rogers and the 700 Club: A Response,” §r. Mary has received
over forty letters fro» readers seeking answers to their
conflict between religion and gender. In future issues, she
will continge her atlempt to find answers to the many
questions offered in her »ail. Comsents or questions are
invited and should be sent to Twenty Ninutes.)

The central question which many %endey-conflitted persons
have to face at one time or another is: “Does surgery on
one’s sexual organs constitute a sin against §od?*

In part one of this series, ve began to explore the
contemporary view that “sex reassigoaent surge?y is
unjustified »altilation.” (Springer, 1987), and therefore a
sin, In this segeent we will continue our Journe{ of
exploration, seeking to answer that which may very vell be
unanswverable,

The theologital argusent against sex reassignaent surgery
appears to stea in part from the Biblical emphasis that man
is made in God's own image and that it was good--i.e. 26
*Then God said, 'Let us sake man in our inage, in our
likeness, and let ther rule over the tish of the sea and
the birds of the air, over the Livestack, over the the
earth, and over all the creatures that move along the
ground.’ 27 God created »an in his own inage, in the inage
of §od he created hin; nale and fesale he created thes. 31
God saw all that he made, and it was very good.” [Genesis
1:26-27, 31 NIV1, and a fack of objective evidence that a
biological conflict between body and mind exists. They
al[ege that gender dysphoria is a_psychological phenoaenon,
shich by 1ts very nature is based op sabjective
experience.” (Ibid).

The preceding Creation narrative from the book of Genesis,
sugported.by_the aedieval church's certainty that the only
valid criterion for determining gender i entity is our
gen;ta!s,_hgs left an indelible mar onvnanx, regardless of
vheir individual belief systeas, But, what does Yin His omn
inage”, mean?

Some interpret the image of God in man as a reference to
our bodily apperance.  But, given the variance of our
creation--1.e. black, white, red, yellov, or olive skinned,
not to mention, that soae of us are fat, skinny, tall, or
short, just what does “"in Nis inage” aean?

During the age of enlightenaent, we were assured the iza e
of 6od was our ability to reason. The great thinkers of tge
Renaissance age located the inage of od in one’s artistic
creativity, later, the Priests identified it as spiritual
faculty, while the Victorians claimed it vas our ability to
make moral judgements, (Brand, 19B7). More recent, it has
been suggested that it is more of an intangible, rather
than a physical, likeness of God. (EEF, 1979).

Philosophers and theologians have speculated for centuries
on all that can be contained within the systery of this
single phrase, They have groget;ed onto their definitions
the  principal concerns of their own era. And, despite
tenturies of debate, no consensus of opinion has geen
reached. (Brand, 1987).

PART 2

A sore substantial arguaent might be found in "od created
man ..." ({Gemesis 1:27). God is Creator, if this
Creator--as the Bible says--created persons as »ale and
fesale” (Jones, 1986), does this not hint at Divine or
Supreae ovnersﬁip of our bodies? If Divine or Suprese
ownership exists, then do we have the right to make even
the aost insignificant changes to our bodies--i.e. face
1ift, nose reconstruction, efc? Springer points that *sany
believers have settled [ihgs guestionl],” and provides the
folloving in support of their argument. .

*Husanity falsely: believes that its life and the life
of creation are at its disposal to do vith as selfishly
desired. The act of this rebellion is directed toward a
tree in the garden . . .

The threats presented by both nuclear weapons and
enetic engineering spring from the conviction that
ﬂunanity has the right to manipulate, create and destroy
creation as it sees” fit. Life is its own to posses. By
contrast the biblical picture presents the creation as
Bod's gift to be preserved, nutured and treasured . , . .
Such actions clain perogatives for husanity that rightly
belong only ta the Creator.”

(Springer, 1987, quoting Erandberg-Michelson, 1983), titing
Leviticus 19:18--i.e, "Keep My" decrees. Do not nte
different kinds of aninals. Do not plant your field with
tro ki»gs of seed, . . .” as additiomal support of their
arguaent,

Both argueents--i.e, "in His inage’ and "Sapreme oknership”
appear to fail In Tight of God's continuing revelations in
sedical science. These revelations allow physicians to ease
physical and psyche pain in a varie y of ways--in
particular, the correction of physical deforaities.

Our nature has brought us to equate, *ugly with bad and
beautiful with good.” As every burn victis, handicagped
gerson, and leprosy patient has painfully learned. “[xJe
urans give inordinate regard to the physical body, or
shell that we live in.” Our. .cultural commitment is te a
"tall, handsome; and confident nale or a slender-yet-
shage {z spiling fesale.” (Brand, 1987), Those who do not
seet this cultural standard are judged and treated harshly.
As a result, hundreds of thousands of surgeries are
Yerforaeq yearly to correct physical deforai ies, with
ittle, if any ‘consideration, to the notion that we are
tampering with the image of fod or omership of His
creation. The surgeon's goal is to bring wholeness to his
Eatient. Lannot the same standards of judgement be applied
0 sex reassignaent surgery?

Canon Jones raised the issue of wholeness in his pager--
Theological Questions/Pastoral Responses ... “If the hunan
eing 15 »ade, as Liblical Ianguage states, 'in fod’'s
inage,’ then i¥ noald sees that it was God's intention that
hunan beings should experience rkhaleness, since sarely the
Divinity is One and is Nhole.” (lones, 1986). Answers to
life's complicated probless are not easily found, but

abundant life and wholemess seem to be what the Bospel is
all about.

The life, tegching death, and resurrection of Jesus of
Nazareth persisten i{ speaks in terss of healing physical
and esotional anguish, ouchxng and being seen among secial
outcasts, freeing individuals fr

os the bondage of guilt and
frustration, an

including thee vithin Bod's unyielding
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love, Jesus vas not a stone caster. He was alvays eager to
restore health to those who were blind or deaf, or pa?sied,
or taken in the act of adultery.

The dominant these of the Gospels is a Divine Person
actively engaged in bringing wsholeness and equality to
geople_vho are trapped. How then does one justify denying

herapies and surgical procedures capable of bringing
completeness, wholeness, and oneness to a person
desparately in need?

May the peace, joy and love of our risen Lord be with each
of you, nov and for ever.

Next: A Psychological Phenomenon?
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LELL RONALD, )
IT'S Y0UR SEVEN - WHAT o

BIRTH -
PAY?2?

| WANT TO
RE AGIRL.

THE GATHERING
SECOND ANNIVERSARY

DATES: Saturday - May 6, 1989 - 6:00 PM
Sunday - May /, 1989 - 1:00 P

The GATHERING is nov two years old. They will celebrate
with a Pocono weekend at the home of Jessica B. All who
attend are requested to dress up for both the Saturday
night Banguet and Sunday afternnoon luncheon. Those persons
planning %0 attend should bring some warm clothing as you
will be in the mountains and temperatures may be up fo 10
degrees cooler. Guests are invifed as are relatives,
acquaintances, friends and TV's. The cost is twenty-five
($75.00) dollars per person and checks should be made
ayable and sent to Jessica Babel, Star Route 169A, Pocono
Eale, PA, 18347. For more information call (717) 646-7736.
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" by Michelle Hunt, R.N.

Dear Michelle: I am a post-op soon to celebrate my third
birthday. I Blan to have a I-Plasty later this year. Just

vhat is a 1-

lasty and wh

had the original surgery? M.M.

Dear M.M.:

A I-Plasty as apglied to
procedure to bring your labia

and to form a sort of hood over the urethral opening.
called a I-Plasty because that is the shape the fol

skin assumes during surgery. The reason

not be done as

; didn't the surgeon do it when I

our case is a

lips) together at the top,

It 1s
of the
his procedure can

rt of the original surgery is due to the

2
sharp folding o? the skin causing a decreased blood flow,

and with the swelling P
skin dying and falling off.

198

resent in SRS,

may result in the

(Regrinted with permission of the author from the February
issue of the TRANSSEXUAL VOICE.)
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+*I'll show you mine if you show
me yours” Award: Veronica Brown
(The XX Club) for challenging
Janice VanCleve (Emerald City) to
strip and see who gets into the
Ladies Room.

+“Beautiful Dreamer” Award:
Barbara D. (Chi Chapter) for her
fantasy piece in which Tri-Ess
merges with an “open” group.

+“Better late than never”
Award: IFGE for sending out the
1989 convention brocures after the
first date for a discount.

«<“If you want my opinion”
Award: everyone in this commu-
nity who thought it was a mistake
todo the Morton Downey, Jr. show.

+“Fashion Plate” Award: Phil
Donahue for appearing on televi-
sion in a bow blouse and skirt.

+*Emily Latilla" Award: The
two pseudo-transsexuals on Ger-
aldo who changed their minds
about their “sex-change.”

+“TV/TS Tapestry Punctuality”

First annual MONAS

Acronym; Meaningless, Obelized (look it up), Nonsense
Awards, Itis only fitting that these appear in the April issue.

Award: LadyLike magazine.

+"If MacDonalds can franchise,
why can't we” Award: the TifTany
Club member who asked why
Gender Expressions didn't get per-
mission to publish their magazine
in Boston,

+*Sex Education™ Award: The
SNR Tri-Ess member who stated
on the radio that we are transves.
titesbecause,”... the sperm doesn't
fully penctrate the egg.”

+“Turn the other cheek” Award:
Sister Mary Elizabeth who says
that the majority of reassignment
surgeries are undeserved.

+“Silliest new name® Award:
Tania Volen, Inc., for their new
monthly Femanine,

+“Best new vaporware” Award:
Creative Design Services for not
publishing Speaking As A Woman
in the first quarter of '89,

+“Reach out and touch some-
one” Award: IFGE for changing
their phonetoan unlisted number.

Help save the
whales, lassie

In a spirit of international coop-
eration, we join with the Scottish
TV/TS support group in bringing
you this important public service
message.

Save The Whales

“Collect 10 small whales or §
large whales and send them, with
S.S.AE., to the address shown
below. In return, we will send you
a voucher, redeemable in most
shops and supermarkets, for a 12
oz. (340 g) jar of Tartley’s Whale
Jam. Look for the Whale Jam
sticker in the store window.

“Whales sent in will be auc-
tioned at Sotheby's Whale Sale
and the proceeds will be donated to
the R.S.P.C.W. Hostel for Home-
less Whales at Whaleville, near
Exeter.

Send your whales to:

Whale Jam Voucher Offer

Dept. W1

Tartley’s (Jam Makers) PLC

Gloucester, UK GL2-9BZ

“This offer is limited to one
voucher per family. Whales may be
individually wrapped, if so de-
sired. We recommend Extra Large
Jiffy Bags. All packages should be

The Outreach Institute will

Outreach Institute holds seminar

“Use a reputable carrier; do not
In the aflternoon, a workshoa “ﬂmhilﬁ Ihiﬁ ﬂ mi m”-

VJIB WINS

clearly marked as follows:
s ith to
avoid damage in transit.

MONA AWARD'!

As reported in the April Renaissance News, Veronica Jean
Brown has been awarded the first annual presti?ious HOKA

avard, in the category of "I'1l show you wine i

pe yours.”

She has recei

you show

Those tlose to-VIB said she is ecstatic and
thrilled at this honor.

ved certificates of

achievement from Cub Scout Pack 93, IFGE, Tiffany, and The

Gathering,
to her s

but of all these, she holds her NONA most dear
111 beating heart.

Rumor has it, that she may challenge Janice Van Cleve fo a
game of strip Honopolg if Van Cleve at

convention slated for

oston next year.

tends the 1990 IFGE
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TRANSVESTITES AND TRANSSEXUALS:

Tovard A Theory Of Cross-Gender Behavoir

by Richard F. Docter, PH.D., Plenua Press, New York/London, 1988, 251 pps

Tenth in the series of Perspect-
ives In Sexuality: Behavior, Re-=
search, and Therapy, Richard Doc-
ter's book is an important succes-
sor to Steiner et al's 1985 study
on the development, research and
management of gender dysphoria
(eighth in the series), not only
because his "national gender pro-
ject" carries on the research en-
deavor, and builds on the clinical
results presented in the 1985 re-
port - and also, those of its pre-
decessors - but, for the further
reason that he employs a research
perspective that is unique to the
study of crossgender identity-
that is, a social psychology app-
roach that incorporates a develop-
mental/learning model of behavior.

This psychological/cognitive model
- in contrast to the biological/
medical model and the intrapsychic
/psychodynamic model - attempts to
explain transvestism and transsex-
ualism in terms of social learning
processes, such as classical and
operant conditioning, modeling and
imitation. Docter believes that

such cognitive and developmental
factors have been historically un-
derstated in terms of crossgender
research. Yet, he urges us not to
ignore the rich and vital contri-
butions inherent in the other two

paradigms, and he includes them in.

his review of the literature.

Docter's work also merits signifi-
cance because of his treatment of
transvestism as a changing process
rather than a stable behavior pat-
tern. He presents a multistage
theory of heterosexual transvest-

ism which relies heavily on the

lifespan or developmental view of

this phenomenon and he attempts to
account for secondary transsexual-
ism (which he believes has a much
higher incidénce than primary
transsexualism) as "the product of
the developmental struggles of
some transvestites." (p. vi).

Transvestites And Transsexuals fo-
cusses mainly on the former group
(comprising predominantly hetero-
sexual men), and alsc features data
on 35 wives of the 110 transvest-
ites studied, including a look at
marital sex and patterns of mari-
tal adjustment, choice of marital
partner, problems as seen by wives,
and their comments to prospective
wives of transvestites. Docter's
presentation of the crossdressing
continuum includes discussion on a
number of gender-discordant varia-
tions: fetishism, fetishistic

Revieved by Rupert Raj

transvestism, marginal transvestism,
transgenderism, primary and secon-
dary transsexualism, and also, to
a very limited extent, drag queens
and female impersonators. Examina-
tion of transsexuals, a minor theme
throughout the book, is limited to
genetic males, and the existence of
female transvestites is virtually
discounted, with the exception of a
referral to Stoller (1982, 1985c).
Transsexual topics treated in this
work include: historical and etio-
logical aspects, primary versus

- secondary transsexualism, outcomes

of transvestite and transsexual
"careers" and studies differentia-
ting the two, the relationship to
gender identity, and follow-up
studies of sex reassignment.

The inclusion of transgenderism-
which the author regards as "a

behaviorally definable landmark or
plateau intermediate between very
intense transvestism and secondary
transsexualism" (p. viii) - is

especially noteworthy considering
that the term is conspicuously ab-
sent from the Diagnostic and Stat-
istical Manual of Mental Disorders
(DSM-III-R), even though it has.
been perceived as a subgroup in

its own right for many years, and’

Docter urges its inclusion as part
of the gender spectrum.

Docter defines transgenderism as:

"full-time 1living in the cross-
gender role in the absence of sex-
ual reassignment surgery, with os-
cillation, however rare, back and
forth from one gender role to the

other....These individuals may re-

bresent cases in transition toward
secondary transsexualism....The
transgenderist wusually seeks fe-
male hormone prescriptions and
such cosmetic and dental treatment
as may be considered helpful. This
category has major similarities
and some important differences to
Benjamin's Type 4, or nonsurgical
transsexual (1966). Marked indivi-~
dual differences in life-style are
seen among transgenderists. We
know of individuals who reverse
gender roles daily, working as men
and functioning entirely in a fem-
inine gender role each evening and
usually on weekends. For others,
the duration of time in each role
is measured by weeks or months,
and less commonly, some function
in a cross-gender role for years
with very rare reversion back to
the male role." (pps. 21-22).

.;and harm"

Self theory is the overall theore-
tical framework used in this study
This conceptualizes the constructs s
of identity, gender identity, and
crossgender identity as subsystems
of the self. Docter examines the
concept of a "“feminine self" or
"second self", arguing that this

temporary reversal of gender iden-
tity in transvestism occurs after
extensive fetishistic .crossdress-
ing has been learned and practiced.
How the self system manages the
crossgender identity, his argument
goes, is what determines the stab-
ility, or alternatively, the "pro-
gression" of transvestism into

some other behavior pattern, such
as transgenderism or transexualism.
Docter formulates his five-stage
theory of transvestism utilizing
four major thematic constructs:
sexual arousal and sexual excite-
ment, feelings of pleasure, sexual
scripts, and crossgender identity.

A final point of interest should
be noted. Docter states, in the
Preface, that although he relates
his work to the definitions given
in DSM-III-R (published in 1987 by
the American Psychiatric Associa-
tion) - because this is the inter-
nationally accepted standard for
describing and categorizing psych-
iatric disorders - he does "not
assume that either transvestism or
transsexualism ought to be concep-
tualized as disorders! He believes
that such a view "stems from a me-
dical mode of illness which does
not clarify the understanding of
these behaviors." Docter therefore
reminds us that he sees "both good
in using this medical
model terminology. (p. viii).

This reviewer can say with confid-
ence that Transvestites And Trans-
sexuals contributes significantly
to the ever-growing accumulation
of scientific knowledge that may,
hopefully someday, piece together ,
the puzzle of crossgender behavior.

Rupert Raj, B.A. (Psych.), P.R., s
Director of GENDER WORKER, (Box
1224, station A, Torxronto, Ontario,
Canada M5W 1G7) has reviewed a
number of books, tapes and films
on “"Gender Dysphoria Syndrome".

The trouble with
reality ir therers no
background muric
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OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES
by Sarah

It had been a long day. FinallY at 5:30 p.a. 1 headed for
the double doors and home. As [ made By vay to the exit !
an passed by three or four children about 7 to 8 years old
gt the most. The oldest is saying to one of the others..
And there is a transvestite who works here..® We pass each
other. As I push the doors oren I turn incredulous at what
I thought I had just heard. I look. They turn and look back
at se. Did I really hear that, or %ust imagine I heard it?
After all, I had read Twenty Ninates last night with the
rantlng.and raving about TVs, maybe I filled in the blanks
automatically. Yet froa experience I know that children are
ay vorst enemy. They come into my office and after hearing
se say a few words blurt out, °"Nomay, is that a man or a
woman?" I forcibly restrain ay fongue from sa ing,
Neither, 1'a a child molester and will have your heart for
breakfast if you don't shut u?!"Esbarrasse y Hommy makes
excuses for her uninhibited child.

After ten years I know better than to try to respond in an
vay to these verbal slips or comsents made about ae (bul
never to me) within my hearing. To do so is to acknowledge
the message being sent as being aprlicable to you. After
that, denials are useless and only lend credibility to the
comsent. Not only must one deny the truth being alluded to

nasely, that one is indeed other than a %enetic female, bu

by qtteagflng to deny it one accepts the value judgement
1n£lxed y the cossent. The other alternative, " that of
acknovledging the truth of one’s gender identity, while
perhaps courageous, alvays resinds me of Jesus' warning
about “casting your pearls before swine, lest they traaple
you.* While you might escape being traspled, it does seea
an unappreciated sacrifice of personal privacy to respond
affirsatively to those wvhose manners indicate a pigstye
- mentallity, or a childlike need for simple answers.

So one is left to salvage one's dignity in silence or with
a saile and to proceed with one's business, reminding
oneself that the worth of one's life is exceedingly greater
than the stigea which attaches to it the minds of some
people who know nothing about you., If anything., by your
silence the ambiguity remains for thea to confront in what-
ever vay they choose. We are, after all, an ambiguous lot,
A fev years of horacnes vill not make you into a fesme
fatale, but neither will you pass tonvincingly as a male.
We are somevhere in between, Some of us more than others
but =most, upon close insgection, bear the marks of
nasculinify in spite of efforts to be rid of it.

Now ambiguitz is not the worst thing that can befall a
husan 1fe. When I vas younger I had the passion of a amoral
moron in wvanting either - or choices. Some of that passion
for clear cut ansvers I am sure fueled ay gender dysphoria.
I was rigidly male to cover up a far aore feminine self
than 1 could afford to adait to beingt As one grovs older,
hovever, there is the discovery, at times painful, that to
be a vhole human being one must accept the an§1gu1t1es
within oneself. Perhaps that is a realization made
available for mature adults only. In anz case, children are
especially uneasy in the presence of that which does not
fie inte the 'simple worldviev they are capable of
understanding. When they are small ambiguity is unllkel‘ to
frighten them, or in some rare instances asuse thea. When
they reach adolesence and the tremendous peer pressures and
puberty probleas, that fear of anything different,
especially of a sexval nature, triggers alara bells in
their heads vith potentiall¥ aggressive results. It is not
vise for people like us to frequent teenage hangouts unless
uet are fired by amissionary zeal and skilled in martial
arts,

I have found that in professional relationships that the
advice given me by a counselor to be best. Say nothing
about your personal life when asked personal questions.
Instead, turn the question around to ask why matters of a
personal nature are being raised, Is the interest business
or pleasure? In ten years of professional life I have never
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had to answer such a question, nor has it ever been raised
in sy presence. That is not the same as sayin% that ay
professional colleagues are totally ignorant of the facts
of life and amy partitular version of those facts. There
have been occasional wrong use of pronouns, but never
intentional or deliberate misuse so as to elicit a reaction
from ae. My best'Puess is that some figured out the facts
ans some never will, but by keepin% this aspect of my life
private 1 have np% denied the truth of it, only its
relevancy to relating to me as a person and as a profes-
sional employee.

Raving withheld this interesting tidbit of information
about myself has required that people relate to se as a
vhole gerson rather than as an oddity or a crusader. In so
doing they have discovered that I am indeed just like thea
in all respects, save one. As a consequence I have aade
good long-lasting relatlonshigs vith sy co-vorkers that
ave survived even after I changed jobs, yet never once
have ve discussed the matter of ay gender identity. In some
ya;s I think I have done thea a favor by withholding that
information, so that now, vere I inclined to reveal it, I
doubt that i1t would raise an eyebrov.

1 hope the point that I am making is clear. I as not

apologetic for who I am. But neither do I feel the need to
force the issue on people. My presente is sufficient. | am
a bearer of gender ambiguity in my persen. Those who relate
to me inevitably must choose to forget about it or aveid
saking eye contact with me! Since I am quite coafortgb{e
being me, I find that most peogle relax and just possibly
agfe t the fart that maybe ambiguity isn't so bad after
all,

And accepting ambiguity gracefully is what it is all about
not just in terms of sexual or gender identity, but auch
else as well. That attitude is pretty well sunaeJ up in the

-old adage that, "I vas a lot smarter when I wvas youngeri'
y

or "Dut of the mouths of babes comes the truth® but on
adults have sense enough to knov vhen not to believe it or
let it get in the way of living.

A Penile Internal
Prosthesis for F-M TS'S
by Micheline Johnson

I understand that many post-operative f-a T5's would like
to be able to control the erection of their penises without
the aid of mechanical external devices such as rods that
have to be inserted into the penis.

An internal device is being implanted into men who for
sedical reasons, such as diabetes, are impotent [unable to
get it upl. The device is a simple hydraulic arrangemsent,
vith two tubes running the penis, into which are Yunped
sose fluid to make the penis ereci, and which is released
in order to allow the penis to go flacid. The fluid is
controlled by a smeall device [pusp] located in the scrotal
area vhich tan be operated manually through the skin.

One surgeon who is deing this tyge of iaglant is Dr. 6.V,
Bourdeau of the Montfort Hospital in the Ottava area.
Presumably there are others in other ametropolitan areas. It
pight be worth while trying to persuade one of these
surgeons to do the same operation on a post-operative f-a
1S.

| MAY BE
SYNTHETIC, BUT

’'M NOT STUPID!
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LETTERS

TO-THE-EDITOR

Py (AN
®

Dear Veronica, :

The quality, relevance and format of the March Tuent¥
Ninutes" was simply excellent. I'm kicking myself for no

discovering your publication earlier! I agree wholeheart-
edly vitﬁ your observation that many heterosexual
transvestites retain their primitive male Chauvinistic
attitudes and are not supporters of Feminism or truly under-
standing of the hardships as well as the joys of being a
woman! gThere most definitely is a gualitative difference
between the TS and TV and not a quanfifafive continum
across the gender scale.

I believe that fransvestites do form a continua on the
"hostility toward women” scale and some genuinely have
empathy and decency in their attitudes to transsexuals. He
must be careful not to alienate the 'transgender1st5f who
run Tapestry and who will have the ears of the media. I
believe that JoAnn Roberts is a well meaning person who is
less neurotic and rigid than the Tri-Ess followers of
Virginia Prince. I'm afraid the mantle has fallen on you
Veronica to eloguently present the case of the * re-oY' 15
who so much needs positive role models. I know it would be
easier to renounce the ex-"TS" label and just become a
woman, but you must realize that you are saving lives.

Love, Jocelyn
Encino, CA

Dear Veronica,

Here I am, renewing my subsnrigtion. I have been reading
the newsletter and some of the things that you said and/or
edited made some real sense. The one thing that struck me
was stating that a person should not be taking hormones if
they were not actively persuing SRS. I thought about that
and stopqed taking them, after “nine years, as much to see
what would happen and how I would feel. I have to admit
that I had more of a physical sense of well being, and at
the same time, started to really resent the reoccurin

masculinization of my bod{. In spite of that, I stayed ofg
them and started to really consider exactl( what I wanted
to do, how I felt, and how much of my "female

of the bottle,

ness" came out

What I discovered was that I was and am far more female
than even I had considered. This was certainly not in a
ghys;tal sense, but in a real preference as to how I wanted
o live my life. Over the past six months or 50, I have
found myself for the first time renovinP all sorts of "male
defenses” that 1 threw up so that people would not realize
how physically female (or odd) I vas starting to appear. I
let my hair grow, started wearlwg vhat basically would be
considered feminine clothin? of a very casual nature
(sweaters and jeans and the like) but appearance is such a
saall part of this. What I did was remove the emotional
barriers and defenses. I found amyself refusing to do
anything that would be inconsistant with what a woman would
do, act, or relate to in the normal course of life. I found
ayself to be more open, entered into activities such as
being on the food and arran%elents committee at the church,
and I started sharing how 1 felt about myself with other
pgoEle. As a result I was able to trulK be myself, Barbara,
vithout feeling that I had to hide anything.

Best wishes, Babs
Coluabia, g

LETTERS

(EDITOR'S NOTE...The following letter vas sent to Ms. Paula
Stockholm of TRANSUPORT of Fortland, Maine from the Maine
Attorney General.)

Dear Ms. Stockholm:

Thank you for your letter concerning the unique probless
arising from the delivery of government services to irans-
sexuals. Your example of a franssexual required to show
proof of identification in connection with an offer of
employment raised fwo issues: the reguxrenent of gender
identification on driver's licenses and the protection of
transsexuals under the Maine Human Rights Act. I have asked
a colleague who provides legal counsel to the Division of
Motor Veﬁicles to determine that agency's position on this
issue,

With respect to the issue of job discrimination, a cause of
action may exist under the Maine Human Rights Act. This Act

. makes it unlawful for employers to discriminate on the

basis of sex or physital handicap. The Maine Human Rights
Commission has extended the thgor¥ of discrimination on the
basis of physical handicap to include those persons who are
erceived by employers as being physitally handicapped.
glthough the Commission has not specifically addressed
discrimpination a?ainst transsexuals, I have alerted the
Commission's compliance officer to your concerns.

With respect to your birth certificate, Maine lav requires
that certified copies of amended CE[%lfltatES be marked
"amended®. However, there is no requirement that the old
name be included on the certified copy. In any event, the
certified copy will not contain a note stating that you
were born a male.

The fipal issue you raised concerned incarceration. The law
is silent on this issue. The policy statement you have
requested cannot come from the Attorney Beneral because
?olicies are made by the agencies we represent; our role is
imited to providing legal counsel to those agencies. I
have asked an assistant attorney general who represents the
Department of Corrections to resEond to you in more detail
on this issue. Please note that the policies of the
Department of Corrections are not necessarily binding on
county jails in this regard.

Thank you for heightening this office's avareness of the
probleas faced by transsexuals, Please do not hesitate to
contact me if you are in need of further assistance.

SincerelE,
Richard G. Bergeron
Assistant Attorney Beneral

Dear Veronica,

I'd like to say hello to you, Canon Jones and the rest of
the XX Twenty Club membership. I 5.R.5. was completed on
Ha¥ 12, 1988 at the Mount San Rafael Hospital in rinidad,
Colorado by none other than Dr. Biber. In addition to the
5.R.5. 1 received breast augmentation. The results of both,
in my opinlon, were very satisfactory. I'm also pleased to
say that I haven't had any post-op depression or bgues.

All is not so good however, I was terminated by my employer
with only a simple explanaélon, "Its just not going to work
out.” T was granted a severance with ‘benefits along with a
fine letter of recomsendation. As of this vriting I am
still upemployed with no prosrective jobs in sight. Even
though I anticipated this problem, it's still difficult to
i;cept. I'm still as competent and perhaps even more so now
an ever,

From an executive position with lucrative ay and benefits
I fret 1 may once again be forced to starf at the botton,
The clinb back up the ladder will be a greater challenge
this time than before, but I'm confident I can do i?.
Perhaps I should feel bitter toward my previous employer
and those who have discriminated against ae since, but I
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honestly believe their decisions are made out of ignorance.
Someday this will chan%e. In the mean time I know where
there is a 39 year-old post-op N-to-F TS5 who passes
extremely well in society desperately searching for one
more chance to begin her career over again.

Sincerely, Debra
Mercersburg, PA

(ASSISTANT EDITOR'S NOTE...I quit the job I wmade ay
transition on because I could no lon%er cope with the non-
acceptance of many of ay co-vorkers. 1 then spent two years
vorking as a temporary while going on interview after
interview before landing another job in my chosen field for
§5000 a year less than what my male counterpart nade.
Welcome to the sisterhood.)

Dear Veronica,

A letter in Tuentl Minutes wanted to know about facial
surgery to reduce brow ridges, etc. There were two issues
of the GBA Phoenix a year or so apart telling the story of
a Holly Ann, a rather acromegalic-looking TV in Florida who
had such surgery and a lot more vork, leaving a pretty nice
locking feminine physiognonr, when it wvas done. As I
remember, the skin was peeled back and the brow ridges
shaved down, in the same time frame as some other work on
the face and jaw. I remember the doctor was on the Florida
east coast,

I was pleased to see my letter in print. Wouldn't have
written it if I didn't mean it. Keep up the good work on
the newsletter.

Lave, Hollx
Wayland, M

Dear Veronica,

Greetings, it has been a pleasure to go to the XX Club,
though the trip from New Hampshire is a bit long. I am glad
to meet all of you at the club, and Canon Jones. It is
important to have some friends (other than friends in ay
area and ‘"normal") with Gender Dysghoria and similar
issues, though I recognize that those that are "post-op”" no
longer have Dysphoria rather "Gender Balance®.

I do have support here in NH and my life is now, at age 30y
gust becoming to a true sense. 1 write for I have good news
o tell you, Canon and my friends at the XX Club know that
the Team of Doctors here in NH have approved me for hormone
therapy. I'm happy to start to work on the physical
process, for having a balance of my body to match my inner
feelings, emotions and mind is most important.

A sister, Toni
Manchester, NH

APRIL FALL 0OUT
Reflections on the late great April Fool issue of 1989,
Canon Jones: "This newsletter was silly.®

Harriette Lane: "That newsletter was terrible. You can't
print this stuff. People are going to believe it.”

Shawn: "What do you mean 'Special Tabloid Issue'? That's
what you alwvays print."

Diana: *I had a problem, I guessed wrong on the stuff that
vas real and the stuff you made up.®

JoAnn Roberts: *I found 'TM, the Tabloid" to be very
funny.”

Sr. Mary Elizabeth: "It was a pleasure reading the April
issue of Twenty Minutes."
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NETWORKING

FOR SALE

XX CLUB BROCHURES

TRAKSSEXUAL GERERAL INFORNATIOR  83.00
Brochure contains everything you alvays
vanted to know aboul ‘Pranssexualisa,
but were afraid to ask...and a few
things you don't want to know about.
(12 pages ppd. Ist class)

GENDER IDERTITY CLINIC

OF HEW ENGLAND . £1.50
Brochure contains initial contact and
general information about the gender
tlinic. (4 pages - ppd. Ist tlass)

TNE BRUSSELS CONKECTION £3.00

Brochure contains initial contact and
general information about the low cost
sale-to-female sex reassignaent surgery
option available in Brussels, Belgiua
vith places to stay, passport informa-
tion and "including a color keyed map.
(12 pages ppd. st class)

TRANSFORKATION IN COLORABO $1.50
Brochure contains general information
about Dr. S5tanley Biber and the sex
reassignaent  surger available in
Trinidad. (4 pages ppd. Ist tlass)

STANDARDS OF CARE £5.00
Harry Benjamin International Gender
Dysploria ssociation stanards of care
for hormonal and surqlcal sex reassign-
sent, (13 pages ppd. ist class)

TRERTY NIKUTES C 8L
Back issues of Twenty Minutes are
available ugpn request, beginning with
fctober 1987, at 42,00 each. Special
issues such as April 1989 are $3.00. (B
to 16 pages ppd. 1st class)

Publications below sent 3rd class ppd.
I- F. E. E.

TU-TS TAPESTRY ) £10.00

The most comprehensive publication on
transsexualises and tranvestisa avail-
able today. Contains articles, personal
listings and a world wvide directory of

organizations, (Add $2.50 for st
tlass)
TRANSSEXUALISK £10.00

Articles, editorials and letters on the

subdect of N-F and F-M transsexualisa,

{Add $2.50 for st class)
NORKONES $5.00
This softbound book describes the

effects of horsone therapy on trans-
exuals. (Add 85 cents for fst tlass)

CDS

ART & ILLUSION £10.00
A guide to crossdressing, contains over
40 gages and covers  just about
everything the novice TV or M-to-F T§
needs to knov about makeup, wigs and
tasteful feainine attire. (add " $1.50
fst class)

J2CP IKFORKATION SERVICES

LEGAL ASPECTS OF TRANSSEXUALISN £10.00

HEALTH CARE ARD THE TRANSSEXUAL % 5.00

IDENTITY AND IDENTIFICATION £ 5.00

IKFORKATIOR FOR TRE FAKILY £ 5.00
Nake check or M.0, galable to:

THE XX (THENTY) CLUB
PD BOX BOB90, SPFLD, MA 01138

SEE _YOUR POETRY IN PRINT

Rhyming poems andfree verse wanted
for upcoming anthology of TS, TV &
TG verse, Don't miss your chance to
express yourself in print! (To be

published in 1989). Please specify
credit line and gender status. Send
to GENDER WORKER, Box 1224, Station

A, Toronto, Ontario, Canada MS5W1G7?

¥

NDROGYNY
NLIMITED

Roger €. Peo, Ph.D.

BOARD CERTIFIZD SEXOLOGIST
.

P.O, Baox 4887

POUGHXSEPSIE, NY 12602 - {914) 462-7455

+» COUNSELING ~
« EDUCATION -

PURCHASE YOUR OWN PERSONAL LIBRARY

BODYSHOCK: The Truth About Chang-

ing Sex by Liz Hodgkinson - $18.00

"COUNSELING THE TRANSSEXUAL" by
John Money & Paul Walker - TBA

"GENDER NETWORKER" newsletter (two
1988 issues) by Rupert Raj - $6.66

IN SEARCH OF EVE: Transexual Rites
of Passage by Anne Bolin -~ $18.00

"STANDARDS OF CARE" -~ Harry Benja-
min Int'l Gender Dys. Assoc. - $5.00

THE UNINVITED DILEMMA: A Question
of Gender by Kim Stuart ~ $15.00

T.U.D. RESEARCH SUPPLEMENT - $15.00

*Prices are in U.S. funds.
allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

GENDER WORKER, Box 1224, Station A,

Toronto, Ontario, Canada MSW 1G7

Please

TranScend Counseling Service
Deddicated to belping you fiuat yourself

500 Newbury Strect Stepben Parent, Director
Springfield, Massacbuseits 01104 413-737-5032

_—

The Tiffany Club
of New England

cordially invites you to its

Ninth Annual
PROVINCETOWN
SPRING OUTING

Monday, May 29, 1989
thru
Monday, June 5, 1989

by Harry Benjamin

age and handling,

Please make money orders and checks payable to:
The Outreach Institute
Kenmore Station, Box 368
4 Boston, MA 02215

Educational Foundation,

The Transsexual Phenomenon

The Outreach Institute announces the reprinting
of this classic publication on gender issues. This
major work on transsexualism, which includes 16
pages of photos associated with important case
histories, and the well-known Benjamin Scale of
Gender Shift, is available in limited numbers.

The glossy cover edition is priced at $39.95 and the
standard edition costs $35.95. Please add $3.50 for post-

@

This project is being supported in part by the Renaissance

at the elegant Boatslip Beach Club
* In the beautiful Cape Cod community of
Provincetown, Massachusetts

P.0O. Box 2283
Wobum, MA 01888

(508) 358-2305




