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MY SON

v, and I love bhaim

very mu led back irm 1574,

before ; HE's now O vears
aid, and up until : December 1n 1991, he and
I had ornly sees ks § one time guring that
span of Last month in July of 1592,
Re and I celebr xted hzs Hirthday together for
the first time in all those vears. We blew out
the candies and the whole nirne vards. it was
worth the wailt.

Our families are very important to all
us 1n the gender community. Yes, George
push! Yes, Fat Bucamonl Yes, Pat Robertson!
f&nd yes, the boy vice president, the
transgender communi by dous have families, and
we care abeout our families. There 1s so much
pain that we in the gendey communlity sxperisnce
il th ation to ocur famillies merely to be true

]

Wi -
&5 o who we are

Cn

a friemnd of mine rnamed Jim
- Deoctors took out A large

ently

nad & heart bvpas
eq, ripped open his chest to put

s

T

vain from his 1
it in therse. He recovered, and &5 We wWeEre
chatting about it, I was doirg some self-talbk.
fpe vou know selif—-talk is whensver vou're
chatting with someone listening too them. and
at the sameg time vour talking in vour own mind
preparing & vesponse, o thinking about
thing evern though youwr listening. As he
s talking, my sslf-ftalk went somsthing 3 &
ig, "They tell us that if Go
womer, those of us who ars mal
wouwld have done soc. And vet God probabiy didn't
wart this man to die becsuse there was an
interference of a very special surgervy.
Speaking of swgery, what mskes the gender
communiity surgery sinful. and vet his surgery
i7" While he was telling me the

Q
3

wanted us to e
te female, God

3

J o.m o

was not sinfuls
storv, I kept thinking about that all the
hile. He was swrounded by his very lowving

s2 and his children, and since we are

angd we were celpb:arﬂzq his iife, I

kept my thouohts to myself.

) live and being whnle that s
. as Trarnsgendsred people seek. Yet

ToMMY ADAMS - SHIRLEY BoKER CAREER INSTITUTE
1100 MORTHWEST FREEWAY. SUITE 200
HOUSTCON, TEXAS 770%8 (713) &80-BF00 PAGE
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the love of ocur fFami
jecpardy. Divorce,

ement, vou
:
T

di t thar my sclutliorn 1n 1992, I don't
wart this to be construec sz the scliution in
19982, but 1t was what 1 dig then, and I know
we're discussing different sciutions todav.

My sorm was two ve

—
& d. She divorcec e
hecause of my cross dres

sing. During the next
several years I visited Randv., and 1 spent davs
with him. EBecause my seli-estesm was very low
at that time and hecause this was the 1570'e
rather than today, 1992, I did, at that tims,

B
mot choose to fight for possessory

conservatorship. I do not want my remarks
teday to bhe construed that vou should not fight

t
to get pOSSEssLry conservatorshio. The judge,
. .

]
wiho's geing toe be talking im & litkle bit, and
I taiked about that extensively, and I'11 et
him carry that balil. But while I was wvisiting
Rarndy, I still had hair on my Tace: I was
I hard tco

Srowing a beard. I was frving vervy
t

a8 & Man.

Im 1975 I began toc o
pubklic. My hair on my head got longer,
chviously, I was clean shavern, my nalls go
ionger, my eyebrows got thinrer. Randy. mv
five year cold, became very puzzled by my

23

-3

appearance, and his mother became very nervous
hﬂEﬂEV:Y I visited., So, at that time in 1976,
I made & decision. I would give my sorn and hils
mother &1l thes space they nesded to coms fo
terms &t theilr cwn speed wilith who I was.
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- & 1
by my mother angd my father, angd my
1 a

my brother, we were growing spart over the
issue of my cross dressing and my *\éﬁ:géﬁder
S& LU =R Gl M 2 1

t Ccame tu me
i o the guarantees.
&l nearness was ﬁot the guarantee. It had
4 ; o 3

gy I
sacrificed some time now, back in 19746, Randy
and I might be able fto puit it together in the
future, and spend the vyest of owr lives as good

friends.

What bothered me, though. was how did
L oinsure that he would neit grow up hating me,
feeling that I had abandownsd him? So, I wrote
to him, and I wrote, and I wrote to him svery
single month for 16 vears. I wrote to him. I
Just wrote whait was happening in my life: What
WaE Qoing OV

Much hapnened duwring that ftime. His
iy most sC

mother and vared—-otf twice in the
legal arena. She Temarrned" &8t the age of 11,
my son gecided for himself that he wanted o
meet this Fhvllis person once to see who sne
was ang what she was all about. Glsoc, bhis
mother asked me, and I complied with an
inflationary raise in child support.

When he turned 18, I pledged to him o
= at same child support payment, even
it was no longer & legal obligation, for
~

o

re vears until he turned 22. What 1

wanted to do was give him a sitake towards his
coliege, or any other future, and to help him

i =
out, 'cause let's face i1t, when ke was getting

]

mlis hraces arnd ohther tulﬁg . I just didn't have
the money to go above wh I was paving at the
time.

I cried & lot during that time. Each
of uz =itting here who have children and who
are facing this situation., or face this

i

e faci
gsituation, we crv & lct. Every mornth when
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wirate Randy, my son, the wournd TECET. i
was very honest with him about MRS .
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T owas, it was &
A2 vou can imagine Father
every vear because mvy father w
toe me, and my son had not vet i
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] for me
d i) bhe closs
ured out how
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nen came threse davs bhefore Christmas
I s sitting 1n my mf*iFe and B2
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iis? ﬁnd E said
o, 1z Handy." Wel

ie voice sounded ]
oAang he said, YRandy
g I osaid, "0k omy God.? And
and I came completely undone,

f.JI—“‘N-
3 0

[l
I:m
-3
0

I

in

il

0
1
le
-
-r'-"'
£

)

i}

g

ﬁ]

g i

m

il

[T

m o

el

w3

m

o+

1

b3

LY

= Wl

[

]

[

o« 03
Hy

o+

o}

(]

[a}

3!
-
n
ot

[ R
0

c

"

o+

n _’j‘g;

e to

ngd as I was driving to Court I
an elevator going up

e some of my friends, a
I'm going today?" Where

i)
]
[l
=
i}
L §
[
T o+
m
a8
‘+
[}
Wl
s}

hoali ]
m ook

T

ot
In)

md

~ o

are you goiﬁg? frnd I coulidn't evern get it cut
I'd start crving. I was just so screwed up -—-
ved: ko —— a&nd 1t was really someithing. Nhen
I got finished at the courthouse, I was going
te the airport —— driving to the airvport —— 1
Was crving. wWhen I got in the R]rpldﬁu I
started cryving. A lot of tension was going

anyway, that day I saw him and we

d., and of course, I cried. and he hugg
=Tl O H1= mother and his arandmother wer
g 3 and we all hugoec and
care of. He's

Y 4DeMES - SHIRF

1500 NORTHWE
HIOUSTON, TEXAS
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: Y _ moand
e during that day when we were
: ]

ivig &nd on
. . e s
chatting he said, "FPhylliis, vou did a very Juln
B K - e - -, e -
job with me. You staved away from me lJn;
; .

were, but vou wrote me svery single day for 16
VEATS . I never ever doubited vour 1ove. I
alwavs knew that vou were close by, and
alwavs knew vou'd come at a momentis notice. I
alwavys hbknew that yvou wanted me.

As we parted that day in December., he
indicated that we would get toegether again, arnd
ave done so often. He's come to ocur home in
Houstomn. He is now in graduate school. a
orofessiongl school. studying o be an
cocupational therapist. A&nd Trish. oy spouse of
19 vears, we've seen him several times.

Last wesek while we were falking on the
phone, Randy and I visit cn & weskly basis now,
we got into a philiscphical discussion. I

again toid him that his moither and his
agrandmother arnd his grandfather had done & very
od Jeb putting him together I stated that I
was so proud of him and that W&
gr't be there, and again he stated,

"Phivlilis. don't worry about it. I knew you
were thevre. I knew vou loaved me. I krnew that
vou would come at any time.” And he said,

"Hesides, I know yvou were catching & iot of
hell, and I know you werese going through a ot
¥ problems, ang I know people were assauliting
vou, either mentally or emctionally., time ang
time angsin.’” And he savys, “I think considering
what vyou wewt through, you came out pretty oood
voursslf." That's my son, and as we parted.
once =again, we stated our love for each other
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