
V o l . 5, No. 8 August 1989 Page 1 

I n n e r V i e w 
P.O. Box 12701, Cincinnati, OH 45212 

T h e n e x t m e e t i n g is A u g u s t 17 at 8:00 

A New View 
by C a t h y 

Well , L i n d a a n d I w e r e q u i t e s u r p r i s e d at t h e 
t u r n o u t at t h e J u l y m e e t i n g . C h r i s t o p h e r ' s w a s 
f i l led by t h i r t y - f o u r p e o p l e w h o c a m e to t h e 
C r o s s - P o r t m e e t i n g . F o r a h o t a n d s t i c k y m o n t h . 
I t is good to see t h a t m a n y o u t a n d a b o u t . W i t h 
t h e las t t w o m e e t i n g s p u s h i n g h a r d to get m o r e 
t h a n t w e n t y , we d i d n ' t e x p e c t t h a t m a n y u n t i l 
O c t o b e r . O n top of t h a t , we h a d five n e w faces 
in t h e c r o w d W e l c o m e to all of you 

D u r i n g t h e m e e t i n g , t h e m a i n d i s c u s s i o n 
c o n c e r n e d t h e C r o s s - P o r t p h o n e s i t u a t i o n 
H i s t o r i c a l l y , t h e p h o n e h a s b e e n v e r y i m p o r t a n t 
in t h a t C r o s s - P o r t is one of t h e few g r o u p s in t h e 
c o u n t r y w h i c h p r o v i d e s a "hot l ine" s u p p o r t for 
those w h o n e e d h e l p n o w . H e a t h e r h a s b e e n 
p r o v i d i n g t h i s s u p p o r t by h e r s e l f as l o n g as C r o s s -
P o r t h a s b e e n in e x i s t e n c e . 

H e a t h e r h a s s t u d i e d m o r e t h a t a n y o n e else in 
C r o s s - P o r t t h e r e a s o n s b e h i n d w h y we do w h a t we 
do a n d h a s an e x t e n s i v e l i b r a r y of r e s e a r c h a n d 
o u t r e a c h m a t e r i a l to b a c k h e r u p T h i s a n d 
s e v e r a l y e a r s of s p e a k i n g at e d u c a t i o n a l a n d 
p u b l i c f o r u m s m a k e s h e r e x t r e m e l y h a r d to 
r e p l a c e . 

T h e o t h e r m a i n t o p i c of d i s c u s s i o n w a s 
b r o u g h t u p by D a n a w h o c a m e in f rom 
I n d i a n a p o l i s . She h a d w i t h h e r s e v e r a l i s sues of 
t he New Works News, a gay n e w s p a p e r p u b l i s h e d 
o u t of I n d i a n a p o l i s . T h e h e a d l i n e of t h a t 
p u b l i c a t i o n r e a d INDY B A R S B A R D R A G 

A c c o r d i n g to NWN, s i n c e t h e c l o s u r e of t h e 
21 C l u b a n d G G ' s ( f o r m e r l y t h e l a r g e s t gay b a r s 
in I n d i a n a p o l i s ) , t h e d r a g q u e e n s , t r a n s v e s t i t e s 
a n d t r a n s s e x u a l s w h o w o u l d h a n g o u t t h e r e b e g a n 
f r e q u e n t i n g some of t h e s m a l l e r gay b a r s . T h r e e 

of t h e s e b a r s . O u r P l a c e , J i m m y ' s a n d the V a r s i t y 
h a d al l c o m e u p w i t h n e w d re s s codes w h i c h 
e f f e c t i v e l y b a n c r o s s - d r e s s e r s f rom e n t e r i n g . 
A c c o r d i n g to b a r m a n a g e m e n t , t h i s d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
w a s s t a r t e d b e c a u s e of c o m p l a i n t s f rom " regu la r " 
c u s t o m e r s . 

T h e n e w s p a p e r c a m e o u t s t r o n g l y a g a i n s t t he 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a n d a lso p u b l i s h e d l e t t e r s to t he 
e d i t o r f rom I X E by K e r r y G e a n , S h a r o n A l l y n 
a n d B o b b i A l y s o n w h i c h o u t l i n e d t h e fo rms the 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n t ook T h e n e w s l e t t e r a lso sen t a 
r e p o r t e r to a t t e n d t h e r e g u l a r I X E m e e t i n g to get 
a b e t t e r i d e a of w h a t c r o s s - d r e s s i n g is all a b o u t . 
T h a n k you New Works News^ We all a p p r e c i a t e 
y o u r s t a n d We also c o n g r a t u l a t e I X E for the 
s t r o n g p u b l i c s t a n d t h e y h a v e t a k e n 

F o r t u n a t e l y , C i n c i n n a t i is b lessed w i t h a 
g r o u p c a l l e d t h e G r e a t e r C i n c i n n a t i G a y / L e s b i a n 
C o a l i t i o n ( G C G L C ) T h i s g r o u p goes a long w a y 
to r e l i e v e t h e s t r e s ses w h i c h s p r i n g u p b e t w e e n 
v a r i o u s f a c t i o n s of t h e gay c o m m u n i t y Cross -
P o r t IS a m e m b e r of G C G L C a n d has been a lmos t 
s i n c e we b e g a n . W i t h t h e i r h e l p , w h a t has 
h a p p e n e d in I n d i a n a p o l i s wi l l n e v e r o c c u r in 
C i n c i n n a t i S u s a n L o v e l a c e is o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
to G C G L C a n d H e a t h e r is t he a l t e r n a t e . 

S p e a k i n g of S u s a n , at t he las t m e e t i n g she 
m e n t i o n e d to me t h a t she w o u l d l i ke to c r e a t e an 
a c t i v i t i e s c o m m i t t e e w h i c h w o u l d o r g a n i z e e v e n t s 
in w h i c h C r o s s - P o r t m e m b e r s c o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e 
F o r t h o s e of you w h o h a v e b e e n w a n t i n g n e w a n d 
d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s to do ( i n c l u d i n g w e e k e n d 
g a t h e r i n g s ) , t h i s is y o u r c h a n c e . W r i t e us h e r e at 
t h e P .O. Box a n d we wi l l pass y o u r n a m e s a n d 
h o w you c a n be r e a c h e d to S u s a n . 

O u r n e w s l e t t e r is g e t t i n g a r o u n d . Bo th A l p h a 
O m e g a a n d t h e C r y s t a l C l u b r e p r i n t e d t h e a r t i c l e 
G u e s s W h a t ! f rom o u r A p r i l i ssue in t h e i r 
n e w s l e t t e r s , a n d t h e o p e n l e t t e r f rom the e x - w i f e 
in I n d i a n a p o l i s is a p p e a r i n g in t he e d i t o r i a l 
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sec t ion of t he n e x t Tapestry L i n d a ' s c a r t o o n s 
h a v e a lso p o p p e d u p in a few p l a c e s , s u c h as t h e 
las t i ssue of Tapestry. I t ' s n i c e to k n o w t h a t 
w o r d ge t s a r o u n d . T h a n k s l ad i e s ! 

M y c o m p a n y sen t me to D a l l a s , T X e a r l i e r 
t h i s m o n t h . I h a d w r i t t e n to t h e T r i - E s s c h a p t e r 
in D a l l a s a n d w h i l e t h e y h a d no p l a n s to ge t 
t o g e t h e r d u r i n g t h e t i m e I w a s v i s i t i n g , t h e y d i d 
g ive me a c o n t a c t n a m e a n d p h o n e n u m b e r of o n e 
of t h e i r m e m b e r s . 

I h a d b e e n a l i t t l e b e n t o u t of s h a p e at t h e 
a c c o m o d a t i o n s , h a v i n g b e e n b o o k e d i n t o a H o l i d a y 
I n n by t h e c l i e n t I w a s v i s i t i n g . T h e s e p l a c e s a r e 
f ine if you h a v e a ca r , b u t I d i d n ' t h a v e a c a r 
( w h i c h a lso t i c k e d me o f f a t a d ) . 

A n y w a y , I m a d e c o n t a c t w i t h T i n a w h e n I 
got d o w n t h e r e a n d she g a v e me t h e n a m e s of a 
c o u p l e of p l a c e s to go. T h e r ea l s h o c k e r c a m e 
w h e n a f t e r I to ld h e r w h e r e I w a s s t a y i n g , she 
i n f o r m e d me t h a t t h e m o t e l w h e r e I w a s s t a y i n g 
was w h e r e t h e i r g r o u p h o l d s t h e i r m o n t h l y 
m e e t i n g s ! T h a t w a s t h e las t t i m e I b i t c h e d a b o u t 
t h e a c c o m o d a t i o n s . We t r i e d to m a k e 
a r r a n g e m e n t s to go o u t t o g e t h e r b u t w e r e u n a b l e 
to m a k e c o n n e c t i o n s . 

I h a v e to a d m i t t h a t t r a v e l l i n g by t a x i a c r o s s 
a t o w n I 'd n e v e r v i s i t e d to go to a b a r I 'd n e v e r 
seen in a n e i g h b o r h o o d I k n e w n o t h i n g a b o u t b y 
myse l f w a s a b i t to h e a v y for me to h a n d l e 
E s p e c i a l l y s ince t h e l o u n g e w h e r e I w a s s t a y i n g 
was an O K p l a c e to h a n g ou t . I o p t e d for t h e 
easy w a y o u t a n d h i t t h e l o u n g e w h e r e I w a s 
s t a y i n g . In r e t u r n I m e t s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g p e o p l e . 

P r o b a b l y t h e mos t i n t e r e s t i n g w a s a g u y w h o 
sa id he was an a p p a r e l s a l e s m e n ( m e n ' s a p p a r e l 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y ) . H e r e a d me r e l a t i v e l y q u i c k l y 
(said my p r o f i l e g a v e me a w a y ) , a n d t h a t w a s 
w h a t p r o m p t e d h i m to c o m e o v e r a n d t a l k to me 
F i r s t he w a n t e d to k n o w if I w a s TS a n d w h e n I 
told h i m no , he h a d a lot of q u e s t i o n s a b o u t b e i n g 
TV Seems t h a t o c c a s i o n a l l y , v e r y rarely, he got 
off on w e a r i n g women ' s . . . you get t h e p i c t u r e . 
A f t e r a w h i l e he e v e n a s k e d me if I t h o u g h t he 
could "pass". 

T h e s e c o n d bes t p a r t a b o u t t h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n 
was t h a t he w o u l d n ' t let me p a y for a n y of my 
d r i n k s . M y e x p e n s e a c c o u n t a n d I b o t h 
a p p r e c i a t e d i t . T h e bes t p a r t , h o w e v e r , w a s w h e n 
I w e n t to t h e res t r o o m Seems t h a t t h e 
b a r t e n d e r ' s d a u g h t e r got a b i t w o r r i e d a b o u t t h i s 
guy, a n d w h i l e I was g o n e i n f o r m e d h i m t h a t I 
wasn ' t " r ea l ly a g i r l " She s e e m e d a b i t c o n f u s e d 
w h e n h e r " r e v e l a t i o n " d i d ' t p h a s e h i m Al l in a l l , 
T e x a s w o r k e d o u t O K for C a t h y 

Cross-Port Finances 

H e r e is t h e c u r r e n t s t a t u s of t he C r o s s - P o r t 
T r e a s u r y : 
B e g i n n i n g B a l a n c e as of J u l y N e w s l e t t e r : $906.64 
J u l y E x p e n s e s : 

' P h o n e : $19.00 
P r i n t i n g C h a r g e s : $52.75 
E n v e l o p e s & S t a m p s . $26.13 
B a n k C h a r g e s : $ 1.05 

T o t a l E x p e n s e s . $98.93 
J u n e I n c o m e s . 

M e e t i n g C o l l e c t i o n : $83.50 
D u e s , E tc . . $45.00 
D o n a t i o n s . $9.87 

T o t a l I n c o m e : $138.37 
E n d i n g B a l a n c e as of A u g u s t 10- $946.08 
We a lso m a i l e d t h r e e i n t r o p a c k e t s t h i s m o n t h . 

Rest Room Dilemma 
by J e a n i n n e 

As c r o s s - d r e s s e r s we h a v e all r e a d , h e a r d or 
e x p e r i e n c e d t h e p r o b l e m of w h i c h rest room can 
or s h o u l d we use w h e n in p u b l i c . A n i n c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d w h i l e I w a s a t t e n d i n g the r e c e n t Be-Al l 
' 89 in C h i c a g o w h i c h is w o r t h s h a r i n g w i t h my 
s i s t e r s . I 'm u s u a l l y on t h e l o o k o u t for t he m o r e 
h u m o r o u s a s p e c t s of l i f e , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n I 'm 
w e a r i n g a s k i r t I guess i t ' s t h e n a t u r a l f ee l ing of 
b e i n g m o r e c a r e f r e e a n d l i g h t h e a r t e d w h e n cross-
d r e s s e d . 

A b o u t 150 of us g i r l s a t t e n d e d a T h u r s d a y 
e v e n i n g d i n n e r p l a y h o u s e as one of t h e s c h e d u l e d 
Be -Al l e v e n t s . E v e n w i t h so m a n y of us t h e r e , the 
m a j o r i t y of t h e p a t r o n s w e r e m a d e u p of t y p i c a l 
c o u p l e s . We h a d p r e v i o u s l y b e e n a d v i s e d t h a t 
w i t h so m a n y G G.s in t h e a u d i e n c e , we w e r e to 
use a s p e c i f i c l a d i e s room l o c a t e d in a m o r e 
r e m o t e p a r t of t h e l o b b y r a t h e r t h a n the m a i n 
res t r o o m in o r d e r to m i n i m i z e a n y p o t e n t i a l 
p r o b l e m s . 

As i n t e r m i s s i o n t i m e a r r i v e d , I g a t h e r e d my 
p u r s e in h a n d a n d h e a d e d for t he p r e s c r i b e d 
l a d i e s r o o m . U p o n a r r i v a l I w a s g r e e t e d by a 
r a t h e r l o n g l i ne of my s i s t e r C.D.s w a i t i n g t h e i r 
t u r n in t h e a is le a n d l o b b y n e a r t he res t rooms . 
T h e r e w a s b o t h a m e n s a n d a l a d i e s room s ide by 
s i d e so o u r g i r l s w e r e u s i n g b o t h in a l t e r n a t i n g 
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f a s h i o n , d e p e n d i n g on w h e r e a v a c a n c y n e x t 
o c c u r r e d . 

A f t e r w a i t i n g my p l a c e in l i ne a few m i n u t e s , 
a r a t h e r a t t r a c t i v e G G a p p r o a c h e d t h e l a d i e s 
r o o m a n d was c o u r t e o u s l y i n f o r m e d by o n e of o u r 
g r o u p t h a t s e v e r a l c r o s s - d r e s s e r s w e r e i n s i d e . She 
s e e m e d m o r e a m u s e d b y t h i s t h a n d i s t u r b e d , a n d 
w i t h a smi le r e p l i e d " O K , if you g u y s can use t h e 
l a d i e s room w h y c a n ' t I use t h e m e n s room?" 
W i t h t h a t , she p r o m p t l y e n t e r e d t h e m e n s r o o m 
( w h i c h was a lso f i l l ed w i t h c r o s s - d r e s s e r s ) 

W h i l e we w e r e s t i l l c h u c k l i n g ( b e t t e r ye t , 
g igg l i ng ) a b o u t t h i s s i t u a t i o n , w h o s h o u l d a r r i v e 
on the s cene b u t a v e r y n i c e , s w e e t l i t t l e o ld m a n 
w h o s i m p l y w i s h e d to m a k e a r o u t i n e v i s i t to t h e 
m e n s r o o m as he h a d a t h o u s a n d t i m e s b e f o r e , 
w i t h o u t i n c i d e n t . H o w e v e r , o n e of o u r s i s t e r s 
p o l i t e l y s t o p p e d h i m s h o r t of t h e d o o r a n d 
i n f o r m e d h i m " T h e r e ' s a r e a l w o m a n in t h e m e n s 
room -- w o u l d you be k i n d e n o u g h to w a i t u n t i l 
she comes ou t?" A l t h o u g h u n d e r s t a n d a b l y 
s u r p r i s e d a n d s o m e w h a t c o n f u s e d , he w a s v e r y 
swee t a n d a g r e e a b l e a b o u t it a n d w a i t e d u n t i l t h e 
r ea l l a d y e m e r g e d , a l t h o u g h he d i d s h a k e h i s h e a d 
a few t i m e s a n d ask " Y o u ' r e s u r e y o u ' r e n o t 
k i d d i n g me?" 

A f t e r t h e o l d e r g e n t l e m a n f i n a l l y e n t e r e d t h e 
res t r o o m , a y o u n g e r m o r e b r u s k m a n a p p r o a c h e d 
the m e n s room j u s t as t w o c r o s s - d r e s s e r s w e r e 
c o m i n g ou t . H e t ook a q u i c k s u r p r i s e d look a n d 
r e m a r k e d "What t h e he l l is t h i s , a co-ed res t 
room?" H e q u i c k l y m e l l o w e d h o w e v e r a n d 
b e c a m e q u i t e a m i a b l e , pos s ib ly b e c a u s e he w a s 
g r e a t l y o u t n u m b e r e d by o u r b e v y of A m a z o n i a n 
b e a u t i e s . 

Can We Talk! 
by H e a t h e r P e e r s o n 

Wel l , a f t e r a c o u p l e of m o n t h s o f f I h a v e 
r e t u r n e d a n d al l t h e n e w s is good . As C a t h y 
r e p o r t e d las t m o n t h , I s t a r t e d a n e w j o b t h e d a y 
a f t e r M e m o r i a l D a y I am o n c e a g a i n w o r k i n g 
w i t h c o m p u t e r s a n d m a k i n g t h e k i n d of m o n e y I 
was one y e a r ago a n d I am d o i n g it as m e 
( H e a t h e r ) I w a s o n l y on t h e j o b a b o u t t h r e e 
w e e k s w h e n I h a d to go to o u r San F r a n c i s c o 
o f f i c e for a w e e k , w h i c h is w h y I w a s n o t a t t h e 
las t m e e t i n g . 

I am also w r i t i n g for t h e T r a n s s e x u a l V o i c e 
a n d w h a t l i t t l e t i m e I h a v e h a d to w r i t e I s p e n t 
d o i n g a r t i c l e s for t h a t p u b l i c a t i o n . As p a r t of m y 
a g r e e m e n t w i t h P h o e b e m y a r t i c l e s on 

" T r a n s s e x u a l Issues:" wi l l a p p e a r f i rs t in t he 
T r a n s s e x u a l V o i c e t h e n in I n n e r V i e w . 

O n t op of al l t h a t I h a v e m o v e d i n t o my o w n 
p l a c e . M y n e w p h o n e n u m b e r wi l l be g i v e n o u t 
to a n y o n e w h o ca l l s t h e old C r o s s - P o r t n u m b e r 
for a b o u t t w o m o r e m o n t h s . A f t e r t h a t I wi l l no t 
be t a k i n g ca l l s d i r e c t l y for C r o s s - P o r t so, if you 
w a n t to r e a c h me get t h e n u m b e r n o w by c a l l i n g . 
I d o n ' t p l a n to p u b l i s h it as a C r o s s - P o r t n u m b e r 
a n d it is n o t to be l i s t ed in p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

T h o s e of you w h o h a v e been f o l l o w i n g my 
w o r k h i s t o r y k n o w t h a t o n e y e a r ago I was f i r ed 
for d r e s s c o d e v i o l a t i o n s at my old j ob b e c a u s e I 
w o r e a s k i r t s u i t to w o r k I a p p l i e d for 
U n e m p l o y m e n t C o m p e n s a t i o n f rom the s t a t e of 
O h i o a n d r e c e i v e d it u n t i l it r a n o u t in D e c e m b e r . 
S h o r t l y a f t e r t h a t I r e c e i v e d a n o t i c e t h a t t he 
c o m p a n y h a d f i led a r e q u e s t for r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 
In F e b r u a r y I h a d to a p p e a r b e f o r e a s t a t e r e v i e w 
b o a r d I w a s r e p r e s e n t e d by a p e r s o n f rom L e g a l 
A i d If I lost I w o u l d be r e q u i r e d to r e p a y the 
s t a t e al l t h e m o n e y I r e c e i v e d . 

In J u n e I r e c e i v e d my D e c i s i o n . T h e 
f o l l o w i n g IS an e x c e r p t f rom t h a t dec i s i on I am 
p r i n t i n g it h e r e for t w o r e a s o n s . F i r s t it is a 
p o s i t i v e s t ep f o r w a r d for t r a n s s e x u a l s in O h i o a n d 
s e c o n d it is o n e of t h e bes t w r i t t e n n o n b i a s e d 
s t a t e m e n t s I h a v e r e a d 
S t a t e m e n t of t h e F a c t s . 

In January, 1988 the claimant informed the 
employer that he had been under treatment with 
a psychiatrist and the recommended course of 
treatment was for the claimant to do, or work at 
doing, a gender transition, from male to female. 
The claimant informed the employer that he 
would begin to assume the outward appearance 
of a female by clothing changes, use of cosmetics 
and jewelry, etc. The claimant assured the 
employer that what he was doing was not for 
immoral or illegal purposes, but part of a 
recommended regimen for mental health. 

The employer was not pleased with the 
situation because of the effect the claimant's 
actions might have on the remainder of the work 
force, both office and plant The claimant was 
told that he would continue to use the "mens" 
room at the work place and he was told that 
dresses and skirts would not be tolerated. 

The situation of the claimant's continued 
work and the progression of the more feminine 
life style proceeded without any major incident. 
On May 31, 1988, the claimant was notified, 
toward the end of the work shift, that the blouse 
and slacks outfit worn that day was not 
acceptable because the blouse was of such 
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material that any observer could ascertain that 
the claimant was wearing a brassiere. The 
claimant was sent home before the end of the 
shift and told to change clothes, but since the 
shift was almost over the claimant was not 
expected to return to work that day 

Claimant was ill the next two days and the 
employer was properly notified and the absence 
was excused for illness. On June 3, 1988, the 
claimant reported for work wearing a skirt, which 
was part of a feminine business suit. The 
claimant was dismissed for alleged 
insubordination and disruptive behavior 
T h e D e c i s i o n : 

The employer presented no probative evidence 
to establish any disruption of a magnitude which 
would justify taking someone's livelihood from 
that person. The claimant's activities did not go 
unnoticed, however, nothing major occurred The 
claimant did disobey the employer's prohibition 
concerning the wearing apparel, however the 
clothes which the claimant wore were not 
unreasonable or unsuitable for the work place. 
The dress code which the employer established 
just for the claimant was unreasonable and the 
claimant's violation of this specific code did not 
constitute misconduct in connection with the 
work, which would justify the suspension of the 
claimant's unemployment compensation benefit 
rights. 

U n d e r O h i o L a w t h e c o m p a n y h a d t h e r i g h t 
to f i r e me e v e n if it was u n j u s t b u t t h i s d e c i s i o n 
does say t h a t a t l eas t in s o m e of t h e cases , t h e 
c o m p a n y wi l l h a v e to p a y for t h a t r i g h t . It s h o w s 
t h a t as f a r as u n e m p l o y m e n t c o m p e n s a t i o n is 
c o n c e r n e d , t h e c o m p a n y s h o u l d h a v e t a k e n i n t o 
a c c o u n t t h a t t h i s w a s an a p p r o v e d m e d i c a l 
c o n d i t i o n a n d t h a t t h e f ea r of t h e c o m p a n y t h a t 
" t h e r e m i g h t be t r o u b l e " w a s n o t j u s t g r o u n d s for 
d i s m i s s a l . 

T h i s I feel is a m a j o r s t ep t o w a r d t h e d a y 
w h e n t h e l a w s wi l l a l so p r o t e c t us f rom 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . If I h a d i t to do o v e r a g a i n I 
w o u l d h a n d l e it in t h e s a m e m a n n e r h o w e v e r , 
e a c h of you m u s t d e c i d e t h e be s t c o u r s e of a c t i o n 
for you a t y o u r w o r k p l a c e if you s h o u l d d e c i d e 
to m o v e in t h e s a m e d i r e c t i o n . 

It h a s b e e n a r o u g h y e a r I t h a s r e q u i r e d a 
s t r e n g t h t h a t I r e c e i v e d o n l y f rom t h e c o n v i c t i o n 
t h a t I a m a w o m a n n o m a t t e r w h a t a n y o n e else 
says or feels a n d t h a t I h a v e a r i g h t to l i ve as 
such e v e n if t h e l a w s d o n ' t p r o t e c t t h a t r i g h t . 

I feel I got my j o b b e c a u s e I w a s w i l l i n g to 
go o u t a n d i n t e r v i e w e v e n w h e n it s e e m e d 
hope l e s s j u s t for t h e e x p e r i e n c e a n d as a m e a n s of 

b u i l d i n g m y o w n c o n f i d e n c e . I am su re t h e r e 
w e r e t i m e s I w a s l a u g h e d at or t h a t p e o p l e m a d e 
fun of me , b u t I a l w a y s w a l k e d a w a y w i t h my 
h e a d h i g h , p r o u d to be a w o m a n 

Arlena's (New) Jewel Box 
by A r l e n a M a r i a S t a r c h i l d 

I am in t h e p r o c e s s of s e t t i n g u p a s u b - b o a r d 
on ' T h e C o s m i c E x p r e s s " c o m p u t e r b u l l e t i n b o a r d 
s y s t e m , 3 1 7 - 6 8 5 - 8 4 3 7 My n e w s u b - b o a r d , 
" A r l e n a ' s J e w e l Box" wi l l be in full o p e r a t i o n 
s t a r t i n g J u l y 14, 1989. 

F o r t h e t i m e b e i n g , t h i s s u b - b o a r d wi l l be 
c losed to t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c . I t wi l l be open to all 
c r o s s - d r e s s e r s , n o t j u s t m e m b e r s of I X E . T h i s s u b -
b o a r d wi l l ac t as a c l e a r i n g h o u s e for i n f o r m a t i o n 
c o n c e r n i n g c r o s s - d r e s s i n g . I t wi l l a lso o f f e r the 
e x c h a n g e of b o t h p u b l i c a n d p r i v a t e messages of 
s i s t e r s w h o h a v e access to t h e s y s t e m . 

T h e m a i n t o p i c for d i s c u s s i o n on t h e p u b l i c 
m e s s a g e b a s e wi l l be al l of t h e v a r i o u s a s p e c t s of 
o u r c r o s s - d r e s s i n g . E v e r y s i s t e r wi l l h a v e t h e 
a b i l i t y to e x p r e s s h e r p e r s o n a l v i e w s a b o u t h e r 
c r o s s - d r e s s i n g . T h e l i s t i n g of t he f e m i n i n e n a m e s 
a n d m a i l i n g a d d r e s s e s of s i s t e r s w h o wish to 
c o r r e s p o n d wi l l be a n o t h e r f e a t u r e of the sub -
b o a r d It w i l l be s i m i l a r to t he p e r s o n a l l i s t ings 
o f f e r e d by t h e T V - T S T a p e s t r y J o u r n a l a n d some 
o t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n s . T h i s f e a t u r e wi l l a l low the 
l i s t i n g of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s . A n y e x p l i c i t s e x u a l 
c o n t e n t wi l l be l i m i t e d to t he p r i v a t e ' E - m a i l ' 
m e s s a g e b a s e . 

F o r a s i s t e r to g a i n access to my s u b - b o a r d 
she wi l l h a v e to b e c o m e a ful l s u b s c r i b e r to "The 
C o s m i c E x p r e s s BBS" T h i s wi l l cost on ly $2.00 
p e r m o n t h w i t h a t h r e e m o n t h m i n i m u m . T h e r e 
wi l l n o t be a n y c h a r g e for access to my s u b - b o a r d 
a f t e r t h e s u b s c r i p t i o n fee of $6.00 is p a i d My 
c o m p l e t e f e m i n i n e n a m e " A r l e n a M a r i a S t a r c h i l d " 
m u s t be used as a r e f e r e n c e in a message to t h e 
sy sop b e f o r e access wi l l be a l l o w e d . 

From our Readers 

D e a r C a t h y ; 
I c e r t a i n l y e n j o y e d m y f i r s t m e e t i n g w i t h t he 

g r o u p in J u l y W h i l e I was v e r y n e r v o u s , 
e v e r y o n e q u i c k l y p u t me a t ease a n d I t r u l y h a d 
a w o n d e r f u l e v e n i n g . T h e o p p o r t u n i t y to be o u t 
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in p u b l i c d r e s s e d a n d to s o c i a l i z e w i t h o t h e r 
p e o p l e w h o h a v e s i m i l a r i n t e r e s t s w a s s o m e t h i n g 
I n e v e r t h o u g h t I w o u l d e v e r e x p e r i e n c e . I c a n 
h a r d l y w a i t u n t i l t h e n e x t m e e t i n g . 

L o o k i n g f o r w a r d to s e e i n g you a m d al l t h e 
C r o s s - P o r t g i r l s a g a i n n e x t m o n t h . 

-- D i a n n e 
Diane, that's why we are here. I had the 

same feelings my first time to a Cross-Port 
meeting, which was also my first time "out" 
period. Looking forward to seeing you again too 
and everyone else, new or old Cathy 
D e a r C a t h y , 

In my o r i g i n a l m e m b e r s h i p a p p l i c a t i o n t h e r e 
was a q u e s t i o n r e g a r d i n g w h e t h e r S a t u r d a y w o u l d 
be a b e t t e r m e e t i n g n i g h t t h a n T h u r s d a y It s u r e 
w o u l d h e l p me if t h e g i r l s got t o g e t h e r at l eas t 
s o m e t i m e s on t h e w e e k e n d s as I c o u l d s t ay o v e r 
i n s t e a d of h a v i n g to d r i v e t h e l o n g m i l e s b a c k 
h o m e . 

Also , I r e a d in an i ssue of t h e I n n e r V i e w t h a t 
"The T h i n g " s h o p w a s a good p l a c e to s h o p 
C o u l d a b r i e f e x p l a n a t i o n of w h e r e t h a y a r e a n d 
w h a t t h e y c a r r y p o s s i b l y be i n c l u d e d in a f u t u r e 
issue of t he I n n e r v i e w ? O t h e r c o o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s 
cou ld be i n c l u d e d . I h a v e b e e n to t h e " S u g g e s t i v e 
S o m e - T h i n g " , t h e y a r e v e r y n i c e a n d h e l p f u l b u t 
I t is a s m a l l s t o r e a n d t h e y o n l y c a r r y F r e d e r i c k ' s 
t y p e of i n t i m a t e s . 

H o p e to see you soon -- D o n n a 
Saturdays would be nice. I always have to be 

in "at the office" no later that SAM on Fridays 
and being able to sleep in would be a big plus 
One problem is that there is no place willing to 
give up that much space on the weekend 
Christopher's has been great in that Cross-Port has 
never been charged a dime for all the meetings 
that have been held there, even though we take 
up half the bar. 

We try very hard to keep the costs down for 
those who attend the meetings. We ask for a 
donation with $3.00 being suggested although 
many times people donate more, less or not at all, 
depending on their financial situation. It seems 
to work. In June we had about 24 people attend 
and in July, 34 attended The Paradise Club had 
24 attendees in June and 22 in July, the Crystal 
Club, while still a new group had 7, and Alpha 
Omega had 9 in June and 12 in July I'm not 
saying that what we do is better than these other 
clubs, I'm merely including them as reference. We 
seem to be doing things OK. 

The Thing Shop is in Newport, KY at 811 
Monmouth Street. The phone number is (606) 431-
4469 They sell a lot of stuff used by the 
strippers in the Greater Cincinnati area, so their 
in stock stuff is a lot like Frederick's too. One 
advantage they do have is that they will custom 
make any outfit for you at a reasonable cost. If 
you are the type to pay $70.00 and up for 
something off the rack, at the Thing shop you can 
get the same thing sized to vou for the same 
amount of money All you need is a picture of 
the outfit Talk to Barbara and Michelle at the 
next meeting I know both of them have had 
outfits made there. — Cathy 
D e a r C r o s s - P o r t e t t e s . 

H i . W o w t h a n k s for p r i n t i n g my l e t t e r I 
h o p e in s o m e w a y I am c o n t r i b u t i n g to t he g r o u p 
Wel l , all I S n o t d u l l h e r e [in W Va.] A b o u t t w o 
w e e k s ago " R e n e e " , h e r w i f e a n d m y s e l f w e n t 
s h o p p i n g . I got a r e a l l y n e a t ye l l ow dress (my 
f i r s t d ress ) A n y w a y t h a t was n e a t . Bu t w h e n 
you get a n e w d r e s s you w a n t to go s o m e w h e r e in 
it . O h , we l l . 

W h a t IS t h e r a n g e of ages in C r o s s - P o r t ? H o w 
c o m e t h e m e e t i n g s a r e on T h u r s d a y n i g h t s ? 
T h a n k s for p r i n t i n g t h e a d d r e s s e s of loca l c lubs . 
O k , le ts t u r n to my i d e a of t h e P o p u l a r Sc ience 
ad . A n y w a y , h e r e goes 

Transvestites: for friendship, advice and an 
organization, write: Crossport P.O. Box 12701. 
Cincinnati. OH 45212. 

A t $9.35 a w o r d , an a m a z i n g $140 for t h a t . 
T h a t IS a lot . B u t it is j u s t an i dea I 've been 
t h i n k i n g a b o u t 
C o l o r f u l l y -- T a b e t h a 

$140 is, I am afraid, too much. Especially 
with the copier still broken down (seems our old 
copier repairman is broken too) That has made 
the cost of putting out an issue of the InnerView 
double. Still, thanks for the Idea, we appreciate 
it. 

The age of Cross-Port attendees range from 
the early twenties to the late sixties. There is a 
heavy concentration in the thirties. We have 
talked to people younger and older but age limits 
people coming to meetings at a bar on both ends. 

Another request for meetings on the 
weekend? If anyone wishes to organize something 
on the weekends and include the rest of us, please 
do' Susan has already taken the first step on 
page one. Cindy Lauper Rules Eds. 
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While in San F r a n c i s c o , I got a 
chance to do a l i t t l e shopp ing . I r e a l l y 
don' t shop much when d r e s s e d , but when 
I'm at one o-f these weekends, everyone 
wants to , so I go a l o n g . 

Be-fore 1 t e l l you o-f t h i s adventure , 
I want to r e l a y something, scwneone who 
l i v e s out there t o l d me. He s a i d i-f 
you come to the San F r a n c i s c o a r e a , 
there is l e s s chance o-f p a s s i n g than 
any»A>here e l s e . I t ' s true that there are 
many strange l o o k i n g people everywhere 
you go. In f a c t , there are so many, the 
people who l i v e t h e r e , don ' t seem to 
react at a l l . The t r o u b l e i s , anyone who 
i s androgynous in e i t h e r d ress or 
a c t i o n s i s s u s p e c t . 

H you are t ranssexua l and wish to 
remain anonymous of the male gender, you 
bet ter be p e r f e c t . Although people may 
not pay a t t e n t i o n to you , the people can 
be j u s t as p r e j u d i c i e l when i t cocnes to 
being accepted in the work p l a c e . 

W e l l , four of us got together to 
shop the best s t o r e s in San F r a n c i s c o . 
Put four C r o s s d r e s s e r s out on the town, 
and f o r g e t the thought of p a s s i n g , i t 
j u s t don ' t happen. The best you can do 
i s not to look so r i d i c u l o u s the people 
r o l l on the f l o o r l a u g h i n g . 1 f e l t three 
of us were q u i t e good. U n f o r t u n a t e l y the 
f o r t h was about 6 '8" in h e e l s . She was 
dressed in a heavy wool s k i r t & top, 
<keep in mind that i t ' s a f t e r E a s t e r , 
and about 90 degrees o u t s i d e ) . She had 
no idea how to f i x her h a i r , or look and 
act l i k e a l a d y . But we d i d n ' t c a r e , we 
were j u s t out for a good t ime. 

Since we were t r y i n g to be upper 
c l a s s debutantes , we spent most of our 
time in s t o r e s where a s imple o u t f i t 
would run you about ^1000. Ue t r i e d on 
c l o t h e s , fu r c o a t s , and diamond jewery . 
We spent an hour at the cosmetic count­
e r s , sampl ing e v e r y t h i n g we c o u l d get 
our hands on. We l e f t there s m e l l i n g 
l i k e French whores, l e a v i n g a sent a 
b l i n d man c o u l d f o l l o w . 

The t a l l gal wanted to get some 
shoes. We looked , but there wasn' t much 
in s i z e 13, so she d i d n ' t get to t r y 
any on. 

P a g e 6 

A f t e r about 4 hours in h e e l s , we a l l 
when back on the bus to our h o t e l . 

Another time I went out with just 
one g i r l . I wore blue jeans , casual top, 
and tenn is shoes. She a l s o d i d not over­
d r e s s . <she was a l s o about 5'6") We 
hopped on the sut*jay, and went dcwntown. 
Shopped a l i t t l e , and then took a cable 
car to Chinatown. Here we had lunch 
which I can say was one of the best I 
ever had. We both had cameras and we 
looked j u s t l i k e two g i r l f r i e n d s on 
v a c a t i o n . We shopped a l l the l i t t l e 
s t o r e s we cou ld f i n d , and I can t r u t h ­
f u l l y say, not one person even gave us a 
second look . From here we hopped on a 
bus. The bus r e q u i r e s exact change. 
Guess who on ly has a $10 b i l l ? I had to 
walk up and down the a i s l e asking for 
change whi le the bus was moving. F i n a l l y 
I found and o l d lady who thought 1 
looked l i k e her daughter (except a foot 
t a l l e r , and 100 l b . h e a v i e r ) , and she 
gave me the money. 

The bus r i d e was very s h o r t . We'd 
gotten on the wrong one. But, the d r iver 
was n ice and gave us a t rans fe r 

The bus took us to the p i e r , where 
the group had a planned boat r ide in the 
Bay. The excurs ion l a s t e d for 2-3 hours 
and was very e n j o y a b l e . Although there 
were about 200 in the group, everyone 
acted l i k e l a d i e s , and Mje had carspletely 
f o o l e d the Capt in and h i s crew, u n t i l 
someone got caught in the men's room, 
s tand ing in f r o n t of the u r i n a l . 

Once the boat docked, i t was now 
time for us to f i n d our own way back 
to the h o t e l . "What l u c k " , I thought 
as I saw three of our g i r l s grab a cab. 
I dashed over and jumped i n , ( a f t e r a l l 
a cab fare d i v i d e d four ways looked good 
to me). F i f t e e n minutes l a t e r I changed 
my mind. They had t o l d the d r i v e r to 
take them to the other s ide of town to 
do some shopping . Now I had the 
o p p o r t u n i t y to pay double, and end up 
back at the hotel 45 min . a f t e r every­
one e l s e . 

Gee, I bet I saw more back roads 
and a l l e y s then anyone on the t r i p . 


