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'We aren 't weirdies . We 1re  . � - -· · 

t like anybody else . ' 
• 

/US 

By NORMA ROTH 
Slaff writer 

Transvestite : A person who derives 
sexual pleasure from dressing in the 
clothes of the opposite sex. 

So says Webster's 20th Century Un-
abridged Dictionary . * A Rockford man we shall call Sam 
disagrees .  He denies any sexual over­
tones to "dressing" a s  he called it .  

"We feel the public isn't well in­
formed (about transvestitism) .  They see 
the comic side on TV and the illegal 
side. You see all the weirdies . We aren't 
weirdies. We're just like anybody else ," 
he said .  

"We" are heterosexual transvestites , 
especially those who are members of an  
organization called Society for  the  Sec­
ond Self, the Tri-Sigma Sorority . 

Sam is a tall, lanky , middle-aged 
man, married and a father. Photo­
graphs of him "dressed" show an at­
trac t i v e , ,  well-made-up, t a s t e f u l l y  
dressed woman ,  - of which h e  i s  quite 
proud. He has felt a compulsion to wear 
fem ale clothing most of his life . 

"I had four sisters and I always  
admired the pretty things they had ,  but 
I never dressed until one tim e when I 
was about 10 and a group of neighbor­
hood boys decided to dress like girls and 
the girls decided to dress like boys .  

"One of my sisters had a chemise that 
I liked, so I told my mother that if I was 
going to dress like a girl  I was  going to 
wear the chemise , and I did ."  

AS THE ONLY boy in  �;1e family he  
had a room of  his own ear ly  on and was  
a lways  being told there were things he 
couldn 't do because he was a boy . He 
does not attribute his transvestitism to 
any of those factors ,  however. 

"One question we can't answer is 
why , "  he said. "I know I like to ' dress . ' 
·r don 't know why. "  

As a youngster ,  h e  thought cross­
dressing was something that all boys 
did ,  but as he became a teen-ager and 
began dating , he Jost the compulsion to 
"dress . "  In the army, later, there was 
no opportunity. 

But when he married , "there were all 
these feminine things lying around and 
you try them on if they 're big enough. " 

His wife was not happy about his 
"dressing," to put it mildly. "We had a 

*NOTE: 

"SAM" • Mitzi IL-8-C 

lot of fights about it. She first said that 
when the kids were gone she'd get a 
divorce , but by the time the kids were 
gone I wanted a divorce and she didn't. " 

T H E Y  R E A C H E D  a n  " u nd e r ­
standing, "  about IO years ago, he said, 
and now he "dresses" at home nearly 
every day and is host to the Society tor 
the Second Self periodically. 

Not objecting to those a ctivities does 
not mean Sam's  wife has accepted it. 
"She puts up with it," Sam said . 

When his wife suggested he get coun­
seling, Sam told her "I don ' t  need coun­
seling , because I 've accepted myself. 
You need counseling ." 

The children have differing points of  
view,  "My son says, ' If that 's your thing 
and you don ' t  hurt anybody , it 's OK . '  
With my daughter, i t ' s  been a prob­
lem . "  

Additionally, "everybody i n  m y  fa mi­
ly and in my wife ' s  family knows it, " he 
said . · · · · · 

The urge to wear women's  clothing 
"is like a compulsion, " Sam explained . 
"When you 're ·dressed, you ' re more 
comfortable. When I was younger , there 
w_as the sexual st imulation from wear­
ing women's  underwear, but that wears 
off. We  only know ,  if we don 't  do i t ,  
we 're unhappy . "  

When  he i s  dressed as a woman ,  Sam 
said h i s  goal is t o  b e  "well turned-out, 
neat, well-dressed for the occasion . 
What I try to do is get an outfit I l ike and 
complement it with the proper ac­
cessorie s . "  

MEMBERS O F  the Society for the 
Second Self come from the upper half of 
the soc ia l  strata and in�lude pro­
fessionals and businessmen,  Sam ·said,  
Speakers at  the meetings may include 
l awyers ,  psychi a tr i s t s ,  beau t i c i a n s ,  
co�me tolog ists. They meet i n  one anoth­
er 's homes and in hotels or  motels .  
W ives and girlfriends are welcome . 

Sam used the presence of women at 
meetings as  an example of the non­
sexua l  nature of the �roup. " Our meet­
ings really are kind of dul l ,  just like a 
wom en ' s  kaffeeklatsch . "  

T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  · s  n e w s l e t t e r ,  
"Femme M irror," includes an advice 
column by a wife , addressed to the 
problems fa ced by the wife of a trans ­
vest i t e .  

According to  one  issue , life with a 
"Tv" is not easy . One letter to the 
columnist sa id ,  " M ake Tvs realize their 
wives are there . . .  If they want to 
appear  as women they better learn 
what the word compassion means . "  
Another commented, "No matter how 
understanding you try to be you' re 
going to come up last . . . More a nd 
more they are closing their wives out ." 

TijE COLUMNIST replied, "What 
REALLY matters to us is his treatment 
of us in o u r  i n t e rpersona l  rela­
tionships . . .  to  be a Tv you are sup­
posed to allow your · Second Self out of 
the ·closet -:-

your feminine side . "  She 
concluded by saying that in her ex­
perience, Tv marriages "are holding 
together much better than in the popu­
lation at large ."  

Tri-Sigma m embers take women's  
names and use feminine pronouns when 
speaking of . each other. They attend 
conventions in resort · communities 
where they go about "dressed" most of 
the time .  

In Rockford , Sam never "dresses" 
outside his home and he said he has 
never been involved with the police 
when he - was dressed in women's 
clothing.  

Cross-dressing is  not illegal in Illi­
nois , he said, but transvestites are fre­
qaently charged with disorderly con­
duct if they a re found to be "dressed" in 
publ ic .  

Periodic ally , the transvestite decides 
he ' s  going to quit  and he disposes of his 
female  wardrobe by giving it to chari­
table organizations in a "purge ." 

" You get  r id of everything and your 
resolution goes pretty good for awhile , 
but then you gotta have something and 
you go out and buy something and the 
secret stash starts all over again , "  he 
sa id .  

SAM SAID Tri-Sigma  members are 
not homosexual and they are not in­
terested in undergoing the medical 
process  that would m ake them trans-
sexuals .  

"I  don't want to be a woman ," Sam 
said emphatically . "The way I look at it, 
I ' ve  got the best of both worlds . "  

Informa tion about the Society for the 
Second Self may be obtained by writing 
to the organization a t  P .0.  Box 194 , 
Tulare , California 92374. 








