hamnessitselfis similarindesignto —/—m———
a jock strap, just not as much of it,
that's all. He also assures me that
it does hold everything in place
with no slipping around.

LWEETTERS

This is an excerpt from one of Sam's recent letters:

BOYS WILL BE BOYS
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Dear Jasper,
Thankyou for the la*est newsletter. | read with much interest the feelings
of Julian. It is absurd to think that the medical profession in one sector
will, without any hassle, give the go ahead for surgery when we have

The one thing th ie did e
$ Gre ing (e Pnorii in this issue of our newsletter, |

apologise about was the price.
Although he has tried to make his
products as cheaply as possible,
he cannot see any way around the
exchange rate. | checked the price
of the S.P Herbin Aust dollars and
there is quite a difference. SUS300
works out to $US430 and that was
yesterday. Rhonnie has set up a
layby system because he has this
problem with otheroverseas orders
he has taken. Even to send USS$50
atatime works outto A$70. Bloody
hell! A bloke would have to give up
beer and fags just to pay for this.

Sheryl and | both read the info pack
and | felt that the S.P.Herb was
probably more suited to our

undergone the requir2d time of hormone treatment, and then in another
sector they seem to be oblivious to the mental anguish of having to be
told no when we have done our time, so to speak, how to take away
someone’s dignity. For crying out loud, isn't it obvious the trauma we
have to go through if we have facial and chest hair, look and sound like
aman and yet have to wear breasts 24 hours a day, trying to hide them
so we don't betray ourselves and thus becoming the focal point of
entertainment for some uneducated and ignorant people. Sure | may
sound bias being afellowtransgenderist, but even before | accepted who
| was, there was no question in my mind that this process of operations
is an obvious and natural step and nobody has the right to be telling us
what we should be doing. | have had no hormone treatment or surgery
but the confidence | feel when | am relatively flat chested when strapped
down is bliss and in my own small way gives me a bit of dignity. So | can
well believe Julian when he says that the most important move in his life
was the removal of his breasts, giving back freedom and dignity. Yes, we
have every right to demand, not ask, but demand the right to surgery and
the control over our own lives and bodies. So | wish you all the success
Jasper and to any other brothers out there.

have included a questionnaire
that Max and | nutted out
together. Max and | are due for
surgery sometime next year but
the both of us are not in a
financial position to undertake
our respective mastectomies.
Unlike our trannie sisters, a
significant portion of our surgical
processis not covered medically
or our costs reduced to a
reasonable level because of
supply and demand. Therefore
we decided to embark upon a
campaign to get Medicare to
change its policy on our
situation.

But we have to start small. The

no-onz e'se around us {ie the gay and
lesbian community, the medical
profession, Social Security, MTF
groups efc) is doing anything about
our situation then | guess we have to
haul cn our armour and wage our own
battle.

It is my opinion that our situation as
FTM is a women's issue as we are
geneically female, an! as such, like

.Thanks to Jamie for
donating S50 to the
BWBB newsletterand
its running costs
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any women'sissue, the government
is ignoring it. We suffer from
patriarchy despite our male
identification.So it is up to we
brothers to make ourselves heard
and our right to human dignity felt.
Therefore | urge all of you to fill in
the questionnaire as truthfully as
you canand to return it to BWBB as
fast as you can. Even those of you
who are fortunate to already have
surgery, please fill it out as breast
surgeryis only thefirst stepingetting
government assistance. Other
surgeries may follow. Once
received, the questionnaires will
be converted to statistics which,
along with other research into the
private health system and extent of

particular needs. One of the things : i MTF medical coverage, will then
we took into consideration was of Yours in brotherhood, government is certainly not be presented to Medicare. In order
all the tranny boys | know of and Sam. Darwin willing tofoot the bill forcomplete to give these statistics validation
those | have met, Sheryl and | are genital surgery, however, it may and to make them LEGAL we need
best placed :L) “Yose’ $400 be persuaded to covar a you to give your name in this
i o signifi tof our breast instance. We are all on d
B i i onsome Kind of <xgnmcang amoun recor
Ry seemenekid | CONJTACTS  STBPPRESS surgery i they were o be somewhere anyvay (e Socie
agreat de;al Shérvl and) Becaise MELBOURNE CONTACT convinced that it was “life Sacuity, Births registrar, Medical
of my mon e.y skills have‘lhe e Dsle threatening” for usto do without records etc) sodon'tinhibityourself
cashto play with |f‘theS P Herbis P.O.Box 328 it. Now, the angle we can all in the name of privacy..
everything that Rhonnie says, then AUSTRALIAN Northcote taeisto prove st 15 idsed
P've gained my freedom and we TRANSSEXUAL SUPPORT VIC 3070 life threatening but not in a Max and | are doing it for all of us.
have oneinthe countrytogetsome ATQCIATION physical sense but rather in an We hope to set a precedent that
decent pics of. If not rgvellgwe have i sotianal ahd peyclioiugiesl can follow in each State. If we can
the knowledg;a hat Blscesiaitl @T;ivérf;fg: g one. As we all know, this is the get some financial coverage, if not
g ;
his devices are not to be trusted. 4005 e BRI R :!'F;:"Zu;:;r%eelii";?’:n "i"ned";” all
So | haven't really lost anythin Ny B, Y B ! ore
either way, have ?%’he bono)r,n‘ ling FIM The S;Jesr:lonnalre s de:&gned quickly and less stressfully than we
is that one of usis going to have to 5337 College Ave #142 lomake fie govemmert aware had prevnousl): Gfpfﬂed.
trust him and take the plunge if we Oakiard, CA of our position as FTM
are to find out for sure if Rhonnie is 922/1\8 trgnsgender@s-a_groupthat!s T wish all of our brothers a
for real and it may as well be me. \:;tusagﬁ d";‘\’/':;b:;;"s:?g'gz\: : Happy Christmas and may
t 2 p . = ou Il find what you desir
i bt departmental bodies. And as photo: Jamie s Sul s iy

underyoueros tree. E,Iaspev-




Dale has recently offered to
become the Victorian
representative for BWBB. This
means, that when tranny men who
contact Jasper and are from
Melbourne or beyond,they will be
referred on to Dale. Not only does
this mean that Dale receives more
local support but also the workload
of Jasper's is lessened. Of course,
the new men will naturally benefit
from Dale’s wealth of experience.
Other branches of BWBB can be
seiiup in other states if any of you
brothers feel confident about your
skills and experience. Just let me
know

FIM PROFLE N GEY G

The November edition of Campaign
magazine (agaymen's publication
readily available at most
Newsagents) featured an article
ontransgenderissues, profiling two
MTF and our very own Max. Max's
article is succinct and articulate
and he shares his feelingg on being
an FTM. Featured along side his
interview is a lovely photo of both
he and his partner, Judy. It's good
having more coverage of us boys
and to see new faces in the press.
Thanks Max. If interested, you can
try writing away for a copy (85.50)
from Campaign at P.O.Box A228
Sydney South

2000

Our newsletter always needs new
info, tidbits and articles. Please

consider contributing

Recently, a Gay, Lesbian and HIV
people Anti-Violerce rally was held
in Sydney. Though an important
event and well organised, it is
unfortunate that in all speeches
given, slogans and publicity used,
transgendered people were not
represented or included. Standing
in the crowd | was most upset at
speech afterspeech being directed
toward dykes and poofs and people
with HIV but not myself or other
trannies who were present. How
many years have we fought
alongside the gay community for
their rights and dignity? Where's
thethanks? Trannies are victims of
violence too and certainly have
even fewer rights than gays. It was
quite ironic that the entertainment
for the day included three ‘drag’
shows and was hosted by two men
in frocks! | am pleased to say that
local drag superstar, Cindy Pastel,
took to the stage with a placard
declaring “Trannies and Bisexuals
are Queer too!”. Good on her.
Jasper.

LA3F-ATEF SURGEAT

It was with great surprise and
pleasure that BWBB received a
phone cali from the partner of a
trannie boy who is currently
undergoing his final surgery, even
as this goes to print. It's obvious
that he and his partner will need

much support during his
convalescence. It is a pity we
could recommend no-one to him
thathad undergone similarsurgery.
However, forthe rest of us brothers,
his experiences will be of great
importance and help to us all.

(ONGRRTOLATION

Congratulations go to Max from
Sydney who this month received
the go ahead for his first surgery -
mastectomy. Max will undertake
his breast surgery when itbecomes
financially viable for him and when
a suitable surgeon is found. We
wish Max luck in his surgical
process.

WELCOWE

We welcome a new recipient of
the BWBB newsletter; Johnny from
Melbourne and look forward to his
possible participation.

JIONEY VAN

Recently, Jamie and his partner,
Cheryl, from Qld visited Sydney for
amuch deserved holiday. Whilstin
the Big Smoke, they took the
opportunity to meet with Jasper
and Max and their respective
partners. Forallthree boys, it meant
being able to see the past, present
and future of all their processes
and as such the visit was priceless.
Hopefully, many more of us can
meet and share our experiences.

Hi to all the other BWBBers.
Summer has arrived early this year
and | sit writing these words to you
stripped down as far as self-image
willallow me. It's atthis time of year
that | wonderwhy | livein Qld at all.
Anyway...

A couple of weeks ago my partner
and | spent part of our holiday in
Sydney beingcomplete touristsand
seeing a few of the sights. We also
met up with Jasper, Max and their
partners for the first time. And
wonderful meetings they

FEATIIRE
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teeth and waiting some more. A
feeling we all know far too well. I'l
say goodbye and hope by this time
next month | will have started my
shots.

Aside, I've included some more
info about the HERB...

| managed to speak to Rhonnie in

question and he did sound very
sincere about everything he said.

We also discussed the cleaning
solutionhe includes. It sounds very
much like our denture cleaning
tablets, although he was unfamiliar
with any of the brand names |
mentioned. He also said his stuff
had been cleared by the doctors
over there. We discussed the
problem of distance and he is willing
to send us a four week supply to

start with and arrange fora

were too. I'd like to thank
Jasper, Max and their
partners forthe friendliness
and hospitality they showed
Sheryland | during our short
stay in Sydney. They
helped to make our trip
unforgettable and gave us
a face to my future.

case to be sent later,
perhaps through one of us.
The cleaning kit itself is a
little bath for the Herb and
the tablets. Just fill with
water and drop in a tablet.
It takes about ten minutes
he said.

Nov 17 saw me take yet another
step into my manhood with my
appointment to the Endo. After a
brief physical (height, weight, heart,
lungs, blood pressure, body hair
and clit) he okayed my beginning
on hormones. He said he would
write tomy shrink just to check that
everything was alright there and
then he would writetomy G.P. and
let her know to start. Now, for what
| didn’t get told. It can take up to a
week for a letter (any letter to get
out of his office and in many cases
longer than that. So, instead of it
being a week or so until | start (as
he told me) it could now be uptoa
month or more. When | heard all
this, despair almost overwhelmed
me. For the last week or so | have
been withdrawn and grumpy which
is very hard on Sheryl because |
can'texplainthe in-betweenfeeling
| am experiencing right now. For
now, it's a matter of gritting my

the U.S. and he was very glad to" -

hear from me and managed to
clarify some aspectsof his product.
Firstly, his ‘magic powder’is nothing
more exciting than baking soda
and corn starch (coin flour to us).
He called it that because of how it
feels! It is supposed to give
everythingthat ‘real e’ feelingand
help stop any excessive sweating.
He believes this will prolong the life
of the “Herb”. It appears that Herb
has only been on the market for
about 6-8 months, sohewas unable
togive any realidea as to how long
it would last but he's quite willing to
repair/replace as needed. He didn’t
give any costing on thiis but I got the
impression that it would be free of
charge. To use his own words, he
is willing to stand behind his
products and do whatever is
necessarytoensureweare happy.
Why would a brother rip us off? |
must admit | couldn’t answer the

The Urinary Device itseff,
to quote directly from the info pack,
is a medically approved unit. The
break in period he mentions is not
really to'break’ it in, more like
getting used to wearing dentures.
After talking with him | feel it is
easier to get used to than wearing
‘dinosaur gel’ in our jocks. ( a soft,
gooey substance that isn't wet).
He did stress, several times, that it
must be taken off once a day for
cleaning and any of us that didn't
do this probably deserve to get an
infection. It gets to be part of the
morning routine for him. Have a
shower, brush the teeth, clean the
dick...you know what | mean.

Rhonnie has come up with a new
harness that is made of a clear
elastic about 1/4" wide. | described
thesort of temperature we gethere
(espin Qld) and he recommended
that some of his ‘magic powder
would be the best solution. The
continued over...




