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A Community Is Born 
by Sarah DePalma 
I hope all of you will please forgive some emo­

tion from a person who is not normally given to 
such things. Today's date is June 25, 1995. Let it 
bum into your memory. On this day a truly national 
transgcndcr movement has been born. You will 
someday be able to tell your friends and family you 
were a pmticipant in this event. 

First, The Tri Ess Sorority, the worlds largest as­
sociation of mostly heterosexual crossclressers has 
passed three resolutions of remarkable proportions. 

(l) Tri-Ess is firmly committed to ending intoler­
ance, disrespect, harassment, intimidation bigotry, 
racism, hatred and bias in society and strongly en­
courages its members to work toward the elimina­
tion of such discrimination wherever it exists. 

(2) Tri-Ess believes that crimes based on such in­
tolernnce, disrespect, harassment, intimidation, big­
otry, rncism, hatred and bias shou ld be firm ly pun­
ished, and we strongly support the enactment of 
hate crimes legislation that will incorporate such 
punishment. (Forgive me Jane Elle n [Jane Ellen 
Fairfax, Chair ofTri-Ess] but I'm crying as I write 
this. After all our hard work on hate crimes legisla­
tion you can't imagine what this means to me.) 

(3) Tri-Ess stands firmly for an end to discrimina­
tion in the workplace and supports legislation p ro- • 
hibiting discrimination against any person for any 
reason that is not related to bona fide occupational 
qualifications for the relevant job classification or 
job performance. 

Wow! And, on the same day I find this news in 
my mailbox from Tere Fredrickson in San Antonio 
concerning her conversation with Elizabeth Birch. 
head of theThe Human Rights Campaign Fund, 
(HRCF), a gay lobbying group. The essence of 
Te re's news is the HRCF has no intention of doing 
squat for us. Nada. Zip. Zilch and nothing. \Ve are 
totally on our own and no way in hell do they in­
clude us in the Employment Non-discrimination Act 
(ENDA). This confirms the same basic message 
given to Riki Anne \Vilchins {Transexual Menace 
head honcho) the day before. Imagine that! On the 
very day the Tri-Ess Sorority issues one of the most 
powerful statements in memory, the HRCF slams 
the door on inclusion. 

Ladies and gentleman, meet the issues on which 
the national transgende r movement will be built ... 
employment discrimination, employment discrimi-

contirmed 011 page 6 

ENDA, HRCF & YOU 
The Human Rights Campaign Fund (HRCF) is a 

gay lobbying organization that has been working to 
get the Employment Non-Discrimination Act 
passe<l in Congress. The act would COYer people 
who are gay or "perceived" to be gay in matters of 
employment. If you're fired because you're gay, 
EN DA would give you recourse. If you are a 
straight man in a dress or a transsexual, ENDA 
clocsn't apply to you, as currently written. 

Some feel the "perceived'' language ought to be 
enough to cover the crossdresser or transsexual and 
while it might work in some cases (if you're a gay 
crossdresser or an F-t-M who is attracted sexually to 
men), there are many people who would be le ft 
without recourse. Unless the specific words: trans­
gcndcred, crossdresser, transvestite, transsexual arc 
added to the act, too many people will be left out. 

H RCF has stated they have no intention of back­
ing a law that includes transgendered people. Their 
reasoning, flawed though it is, runs along the /iJ1es of 
- we can't rub elbows with these people because 
the straight laced, conservative support we need in 

Congress will not vote for a bill that includes drag 
queens, crossdresscrs and other gender trash 
weirdoes. They are wrong because those conserva­
tive, straight laced types on the Hill think we're all 
"queer." It doesn't matter if you're a man who loves 
men or a man who loves to wear a dress, Congress­
men will tar us all with the same brush. 

Renaissance cooperated with the T ransexual 
Menace and the Grassroot Queers to stage an "In­
formational Action" at an HRCF fund raising ap-

co 11 ti1111ed 011 page 6 
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~ Chapter & Affiliate Information (l;J 
c :Jrnptc1·s 

Delaware 

Wilmington, Delawar e: meets second 
Saturday of each month. \\/rite for info to: PO 
Box 5656, Wilmington, DE 19808 or call 
302-995-1396. 

New Jersey 

South Jersey/Shore Area: \Vrite Re­
naissance South Jersey, Box 189, Mays Land­
ing, NJ, 08330. Meets first Saturday of the 
month at the Atlantic Mental Health Center, 
2002 Black Horse Pike, McKee City. Doors 
open 7PM. Call 609-641-3782 for details. 

Pennsylvania 

Greater Philadelphia: Write Remtis­
sance GPC, 987 Old Eagle School Rd .. Suite 
719, Wayne, Pa.19087. Meets third Saturday 
of the month in King of Prussia. Doors open 
8 p.m. all year ·round. Call 610-975-9119 for 
information. 

Lower Susque hanna Valley: \Vritt: Re­
naissance LSV, Box 2122 Harrisburg, PA 
17105. Meets on the first S:\turday of the 
month. Call 717-780-1 L<;V (1578) for loca­
tion and times. 

Afliliatcs 

Connecticut 

Devon: conne<:tic:uTView, c/o Denise 
Mason, PO Box 2281, Devon. CT 064f,O. 
Monthly newslette r and activities. 

Georgia 

Atlanta: The American Educational Gen­
der Information Scrviee (AECJS), PO Box 

33724, Decatur. GA ,'3003.'3-0724 or c,dl 40-t-
939-0244. Information rcsoun.:es. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender Explorations 
(A.G.E.), PO Box 77562, Atlanta, CA 30357, 
404-939-2128. 

Louisiana 

New Orleans; The Gulf Gender Alli­
ance, PO Box 870213, New Orleans, LA 
70187-1300. Local support group. 

Maryland 
A chapter is forming in Baltimore. 

Write P.O. Box39189, Baltimore, MD ,21212 
or call 410-243-42.50 24hr Hotline/Info. 

New Jersey 

N. Central Je rsey: Monmouth/Ocean 
Trans Gender, ( M OTC), write PO Box 8243, 
Red Bank, NJ 07701 or call 908-219-9094. 

New York 

Manhattan: Metropolitan Gender Net­
work (MGN), write 561 Hudson St., Box 45, 
New York, NY 10014, or call 201-794-166,'5, 
Ext. 332. Local support group. 

Lmg Island: New York G IR L & Part• 
ners , PO Box 456, Centereach, NY 11720, 
Call 516-732-5115 for info. 

Oklahoma 

Central Oklahoma: Sooner Dive rsity. 
pa1t of the Central Oklahoma Transgender 
Alliance (COTA). Contact, Rachel 
P.O. Box 575, Norman, OK 73070. 

Pennsylvania 
Lehigh Valley/Poconos: N EPTGA, 

meetings on the second Saturdayofthe month 
in the Allentown area. Call liir di rections and 
more information, 610-821-2955. 

6l ~ f.ll Resources ~ :,. ~ 
Bac1'gnn1nd P~1pers: 

Background Papers are $1.25 each: 
l. Myths & Misconceptions About 

C rossclressi ng 
2. Rea.mns for Male to Female Cross­

dressing 
3. PARTNERS: Spouses & 

Significant Otli f:' rs 
4. The Matter of Children 
5. Annotated Bibliography 
6. Telling the Childre n: A T ranssexual"s 

Point of View 
7. Understanding Transsexualism 

Signilicant Othe1· Suppm·t 

To network with other partners of trans­
gendered people contact Evelyn Kirkland, 
PO Box 1242, Newtown, Pa., 18940. 

Pen Pal Prugnun: 

If you would like to correspond with 
other people around the country con­
tact Pen Pals, care of Maryann Kirk­
land, PO Box 1242, Newtown, Pa., 
18940. 
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Renaissance ~i~:~ & 

© L995, Renaissance Education Asso­
ciation, Inc., 987 Old Eagle Scliool 
Rd., Suite 7L9, Wayne, Pa. 19087. 
Plw11e: 610-915-9119 

$2 per issue, $16 per year (12 issues). 
Back issues are available for $2 per 
copy plus $0.52 postage and handling. 
Send check or M.O. to the above ad­
dress, attention: Beth Marshall. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Angela Garcfoer 

Contributing Editors 
Dina Amberle 
JoA,m Roberts 

Layout 
Creative Design Services 

Distribution 
Rachel & Beth Marshall 

Busi.ness Manager 
Barbara -

Artkles, opinion p~, and le tters to the 
editor are always welcome. Ideas for ar­
tieles and opinion pieces obo11ld be sent to 
our editorial offiec care of Renai .. ance, 
PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020-0530. 
Or use email to bensalem@cpcn.com. 
Complimentary a.nd ira te letters lo the 
editor may be sent to the same address, 

Renaissance is a 50l(cl{3] non-profit orga­
nization providing ed11eatfon and support 
to the transgender community and the 
general public. 

Local Calendar 
August 

5 Ren. South Jersey 
5 Ren. LSV meeting 

12 NEITGA, AJlentown 
12 Re n. D elaware 
19 Re n. CPC 
26 Balto. Affiliate 

September 
2 Re n. South Jersey 
2 Re n. LSV meeting 
9 Ren. De l,1wore 
9 NEPTCA, Alle ntown 

16 Ren. GPC 
23 Balto. Affiliate 



Ah, summer! I'm reminded of an 
old song, and since I have the mental 
capacity of a five-year-old. 1 am forced, 
forced I tell you. to paraphrase the lyr­
ics to the tune of Dancin' In The Street 
- " ... Summer's here and the time is 
right for meltin' in the heat." Yes. it 
isn't a time of great enjoyment for the 
heavily made up and bewigged CD. 
F ortunately I had some praC'tice with 
heat and humidity back in June at the 
Be AJI. Thus prepared and eased into 
the one hundred degree range I have 
continued to dress through the sum­
mer months, even in the daytime, but I 
will be happy when the cool fall 
weather returns. and I can shave less 
of myself every time I go out. Ouch! 
Pass the iodine, please. 

But , enough of this badinage (and 
bandaging cuts)- it's show time! 

.Busch Is Back In Skirts 
All those years in dresses way off­

Broadway have paid off for our first 
lady of the theater, Charles Busch. 
Fresh from his first in-pants role in a 
show at Philadelphia's Wilma Theater, 
Busch is stepping into the platform 
shoes vacated by real girl Alison Fraser 
in the off-Broadway musical, Swing­
time Canteen. This is historic casting 
since it's the first time a guy has played 
a woman's role off-Broadway. Oh, 
yeah, we've had men in dresses run­
ning around New York theater (on and 
off stage) for years (mostly way off 
Broadway) but this is the first time a 
producer has said, "Give the role that 
was written for and performed the first 
time by a woman, to a man." Charles 
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won't be playing a drag queen or cross­
dresser. ln this show, he gets to be a 
real live girl. Talk about non-traditional 
casting. The show, as you may gather 
from the title, is a World ·war II nos­
talgia fest. Charles will be wearing one 
of those Andrew Sisters type outfits. 
Good luck Charles, break a leg. or at 
least a nail. 

RuPaul Conquers Publishing 
Lettin' It ,\ll Hang 011t (Hyperion. 

240 p .. $19.95) is the title of the new 
book by the living legend of drag. She 
does it all; singing. modeling, acting, 
writing. What's le ft? Will she give 
birth? Stay tuned for all the details. 

Promo on the book says the blonde 
bombshell (eat your heart out Ma­
donna) is promoting her positive think­
ing drag queen philosophy. IF A MAN 
OVER SIX FEET TALL CAN MAKE 
A SUCCESS OF HIMSELF WEAR­
I NG PUM PS AND A PLATINUM 
\-'lIG SO CAN YOU! YOU BETTER 
\<\TORK, GIRL! In addition to pump­
ing up your positive thinking, the book 
is chock full of info on Ms. Charles' 
rise to the top and all the encounters 
and dish you'd hope for. Sounds like a 
good read for a rainy afternoon when 
it's too icky to go to the mall. At $19.95 
for the hardback I'll be waiting for the 
soft-cover version. l hope they include 
photos. 

Meanwhile, an adoring fan has put a 
page on the Web for her gorgeousness. 
Point your browser to: http:// 
www.cyber-dyne.com/ ~tprebble/ 
rupaul/index.htrnl and revel in the Ru. 
I think it's about time I got a platinum 
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blonde wig and changed my name to 
RuPaul Lite. I'm gonna work! 

Making Waves On The Radio 
Talk radio is a lot of things; sports. 

right wing jerks, sophomoric "'humor .. 
and "'regular" listeners who call in and 
offer their opinions on everything but 
the topic currently being dehatrd. 
What yon don't expect on talk r:1dio is 
a transgcnclercd host. (Usually we're 
the guests.) Well, as a Jewish guy 
named Bob once sang "The times they 
are a changin"' and we've got not one 
but two TC folks hosting radio pro­
grams. (There may be more but they 
haven't sent me a press release yet.) 

Down in Texas, Sarah DePalma 
tums the knobs and watches the dials 
for a radio program called AJer Ho!l rs 
on KPFT Radio in Houston. Keep up 
the good work. Sarah. 

Up in New England our hostess 
with the mostest is Nancy Nangeroni. 
She graduated from MIT and then 
kept hanging around till they gave her 
a show on the MIT radio station, 
WMBR (88.1). Hey Nancy, that's how 
I got started in show biz. [ worked at 
WDFM, the Penn State station. I 
played music though. Back then you 
couldn't get me to talk. Now I won't 
shut up. 

If you're hanging around the hal­
lowed ha!Js of MIT on a Wednesday 
night, tune in from 10:30 to 11:30 for 
Gender Talk. Since I won't shut up, 
now I'm available for a guest spot. CaJI 
my agent, JoAnn Roberts. 

Tran Search 
No, it's not a Star Search for cross­

dressers. Roberta 11111 of the Wash­
ington-Baltimore Alliance is hunting 
for some folks who were around in the 
dim mists of time when that organiza­
tion was coming togethe r. Back in the 
70' s a group called the International 
Alliance (ambitious name for a group 
in Baltimore County) was meeting 
down in Maryland. In 1985, since in­
ternational membership was down, the 
group was flounde ring and Roberta 
took charge. That group became the 
present day Washington-Baltimore Al-

continued next l'agc 



News Beat ... 
liancc. Robe rta is writing the history of 
the organization and needs to llnd 
some of the ladies who were the re at 
the beginning. If you are or know 
whe re to find Glenda Rene Jones, 
Linda Ann Stevens or Linda Phyllis 
Robbins, get in touch with R. - • 
PO Box 4064, Rockville, Maryland, 
20849-4064. 

1 know why they left. Roberta only 
has two names, and these girls all had 
three each. No doubt they've gone off 
somewhe re to start The Society of 
Tri-Named Trans. You can call the 
Alliance at 800-496-9332. Le t Roberta 
know if you can he lp her. 

AEGIS On The Net 

With all the World Wide Web and 
Net stuff going on, it sometimes 
sounds like one of those wrestling or­
ganizations - "See WWW super­
stars JoAnn 'CyberQueen' Roberts 
and Dallas 'Mad Dog' Denny go 
breast to breast with Masked Tran 
and The Miss Murderer in a tag 
team match to the death! !!" 

Well, WW\V is not like WWF. Ifs 
not like FTP, either, but that's another 
set of intials from the Net that you 
should know. Why? 

AEGIS is the latest to dive into the 
icy waters of the Net. They have just 
announced the ir very own FTP site, 
and ifs extremely useful for girls like 
us. An FTP si te is a location where you 
can download information, usually for 
free. Point your FTP software to; 

Host: mindspring.com; 
User ID: anonymous 
Password: (leave blank) 
Directory: /users/aegis. 
The more than 60 gender-related 

files available at the site include the 
Sta11dards of Care and articles about 
them, lists of resources, articles, and 
several chapte rs from a novel. Files 
can be downloaded as text o r \Vord­
Pe rfect 5.l files. Users download e i­
ther of' two sd f-executable zipped files 
(one for text files, aud one for WP5 
files), which, whe n run, will unpack 
into all fib; prt'S<'llt at the site. 
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If you don't hav(' a c:0111puter and 
you'd like to download a copy of th <:> 
Strmrlards of Care, or th<' c:lrnpt<'rs 
from the novel get a fri end 011 the Net 
to grab the m for you. What coulcl be 
more convenient? You don't even have 
to go to the book store or library any­
more for information about transgen­
der issues. Le t's boot up and log on! 

Canulc CD on TV 

The Xp ressions Explorer newsletter 
from up in the Great \\"hite North car­
ried a bit about a TC "television actor·· 
named Janet "Blondezilla Williams. It 
seems she has made some history in a 
vein similar to Charles Busch. She was 
hired to portray a female police officer 
in a Nancy Drew/Hardy Boys /l'lystenJ 
show be ing shot in that hot bed of 
crossdressing, Toronto. The show is 
slated to run all ove r Canada and in 
the U.S. on the Disney Channel. Look 
for a fall start in Canada and check 
your listings in the States. 

See ms she is featured throughout 
the show but her big scene comes at 
the end as the Hardy Boys come run­
ning down the stairs and she gives 
them a stern look. He r acting was lim­
ited to looks since it was a non-speak­
ing (as we say in the biz, "extra") bit. 
Pretty cool though. Keep up the good 
work Blondzilla and tell your agent you 
want to talk next time. Another good 
way to get more money is have your 
agent tell them you'll do the d rag bit 
but it's so much work to get in makeup 
and costume you'll need triple scale 
pay to even think about it. Don't let 
the producers know you're having the 
time of your life . 

More From T.G.W.N. 

Of course crossclressing in Canada 
should come as no surprise. Canada 
has such cold weather, and out on the 
western prairies there's not much to 
do, so it's no wonder that more than a 
few ranchers and farme rs have tried 
crossclressing for ente rtainment pur­
poses. Michelle - sent in a clipping 
from the World Press Heview called 
hon John In Pumps. It seems there 
is a lot of participation in "lighthearted, 
mock wedding ceremonies, where 
both sexes crossdress." They do it in 
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cf'lc bration of people's real wedding 
annil·Nsaric>s and other impo1t.111t 
events. (Br cool ir they did it to ccl­
c-bratc a couple's mock wedding ann i­
versa1y.) Folklorist Michae l Taft wrote 
an article for the Globe a11d /Ifni/ or 
Toronto about the subject and was 
quoted as saying, "Male ranchers and 
farmers are especially unforthcoming 
on the subject of crossdressing. The 
few males who have opted to talk ... said 
most men participate to enhance their 
rep11tation as a good sport." He added, 
"Some seem to view it as a reaffirma­
tion of their manhood." They don't , 
"fear the occasional foray into pumps. " 

"Well men, get the pumps. It's Aunt 
Thelma's birthday ,md she wants all 
the 'girls' to be at he r party." Wanna 
bet about forty or fifty years ago a well 
regarded farmer, who happened to be 
a erossdresser, introduced this quaint 
tradition and the "good sport" thing 
has kept it going eve r since? The ar­
ticle says that even though the men 
don't really want to talk about it they 
seem to participate ,,~th zeal and 
throw themselves into the role. Guess 
if all e lse foils we can move to the prai­
rie ... Pass the mirror, Fr:mk. J gotta 
check my lipstick. I want to look pretty 
fer the wife." 

Breasts! 

Thought that would get your atten­
tion. I was skimming through a catalog 
at a friend's house the other clay and 
what did my wondering gaze see? 
Breast forms. Not junky ones either. 
The reasonably soft, bouncy kind. 
They we re priced at $159.00. Not a 
bad amount for a good balcony. The 
catalog had lots of other cool ite ms, 
like a soft sponge lotion applicator on n 
long handle for those hard to reach 
spots and, something no woman should 
be without, a cordless e lectric nail file. 

This is the kind of thing that should 
go in Shopping With Jackie but I 
didn't l1ave time to send it to he r. I 
wanted to get the info directly to you ... 
the loyal reader. Drop a note to Dr. 
Leo11ards • Health Care Catalog, 42 
Mayfield Avenue, PO Box 7821, 
Edison, NJ 08818-78'2.L Tell the m you 
want a copy of the catalog. You could 
spend hours looking through this at the 



stn ff they consider hc,ilthcare re lated. 

PsssU Wanna Be In Show Biz? 

A while back I told you about a pro­
duction company that was t rying to get 
up the capitol to produce a film with a 
crossdressing theme. We all know how 
hard getting money to produce a film 
can be. (Look how long we've been 
ttying to get the cash together for our 
Transgender Film Project. Send 
your check to Renaissance today.) 
Elizabeth Street Productions has sent 
out a letter to groups in the TC com­
munity asking for investors in a film 
called This Can't Be Macy's. It's, "A 
contemporary comedy based on a 
middle-aged couple who own a cloth­
ing store for crossdressers." It will," ... 
portray one man's struggle to o,vn his 
own business but it will more specifi ­
cally represent the gender community 
than other films in the past." It's a 
comedy. If you'd like to send them a 
giant check contact Bill Moser, at 
Elizabeth Street Productions, 13516 
Haynes St., Van Nuys, CA 91401. 
The ir phone number is 81~ . 
Fax is 818-902-9818. Good luck as a 
producer. Make sure I get tickets to 
the premier. 

Last Minute Musings 

A bunch of us went to see The 
Queen, the 1967 documentary about a 
d rag beauty contest in New York. It 
was fun watching the film and remem­
bering 1967 in my own western Penn­
sylvania reality. If I had seen this 
movie back then I would have had 
heart failure from the excitement. Now 
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it's a page out of histo1y that remains 
very similar to the modern day pageant 
expe rience , except for the outfits. And, 
oh girl! That hair. 

One line from the movie stands out 
as the perfect come back to anyone 
trying to get you to tell them your male 
name. If someone asks your name, you 
give them your femme name and they 
say, "Oh sure. What was your name 
before?" Say, "Honey, there was no 
before." 

Remember, if you have email capa­
bilities, you can send me your com­
ments, suggestions, and good recipes 
for cookies to: - @cpcn.com 
and I'll get it almost instantly. They're 
more likely to get in to the News that 
way since I can always lose a piece of 
paper. (My desk looks like an ex1>losion 
in a paper factory.) Electronic mail is 
easie r to work with as well as quicker. 
Providing I check my email. That's it 
for another thrill packed month. Don't 
let your pancake cake. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months. 

Private, professional counseling for drug, alcohol. 
gambling, sex & food addictions. Insurance accepted. 
Marv Revnokls DDV, CAC 215-744-4m. 
Furniture, Appfiaooes, Household goods, Records, 
Antiques, Toy trains and aher goodies - Bought and 
Sold -Beth Marshall: 610-259-4945- Leave a message 
Crossdressing blues band forming in the Philadelphia 
area. Need drumrrer with a nice frock. For information 
caU Terri at 215-763-3240 .. 
Lacfiesgannentsandlingerie!O<sale.Reasooableprices. 
Call Terri tor details. 215-763-3240. 
Need a place to dress or store clothing? Call Marilyn, 
61()-446-0799. 
lmovative new transgendered public-relations group 
looking for models, volunteers, artists, or other interested 
parties.Call Christ\' at 215-476-2018. 
ADVERTISERS! Why not use a transgendered model/ 
spokespelson? Incentives for first time clients looking for 
sometiing innovawe. Calf Secood Sex Public Relations 
215-476-2018. 
ARTISTS! Wtrf not use a transgeodered model for your 
next school or creative project? Call Seoond Sex Public 
Relations for a free session. Ask for Christy at 215-4 76-
2018. 
Oterstock - UV and Air Dry Acrylic nai supplies, 
instructions f<x nominal fee. Call Lynda, Cdtps, at fiOO. 
384-6269, x6100. 

Your Ad Could Be Here 

Have You Noticed How Renaissance Is Growing? 

In the last two month, Renaissance has added two more affiliated orga­
nizations. That brings the Renaissance family to a total of fourteen local 
groups, 4 Chapters and 10 Affiliates, in a total of 9 different states. This 
makes us one of the fastest growing transgender organizations in the coun­
try and the single largest open-membership organi7.ation in the world. 

\Ve're proud of our growth and the people who have made it possible. If 
your organization is looking for a national sponsor, maybe we have what 
you're looking for. Contact the Co-Director of Outreach/Community Rela­
tions at the Renaissance National Office. The address is on page 2. 
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SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 

Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Martton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 



Com1nuni .. , 
nation, and mploym nt discrimina­
tion. All cl liv red in a nice bow, cour­
tesy of the HRCF. W ought to send 
th ma Thank You note. 

Is th re a transgendered p rson 
anywhere that does not understand 
employment discrimination? Can there 
be a transgendered person who doesn't 
think this is the key political issue on 
our plat today? Could an easier targ t 
be served up than a group which is 
pr dominat ly white, pr dominat Iy 
male, and extrem ly arrogant? Is there 
an asier message to explain than a tiny 

ENDA ... 
pearance of the lesbian sister of House 
Speaker ewt Gingrich. Wh n 
Candace Gingrich came to a town 
m ting in Philadelphia she, and the 
attendees, were met by Renaissance 
members and Grassroot Que rs hand­
ing out Oyers authored by the M nae 
which condem the exclusion of trans­
gendered people from E DA and 
urges HRCF to practice inclusion. 
v\lhile not disrupting th ev nt the 
pr senc of th prot sters, and the in­
formation suppli d by them, should 
have a positive effect. 

All of this is not something that will 
b n fit marginaliz d p op! today or 

n n xt year. • DA has a long way 
to go b for it g ts passed. We must 
keep working tog th r, for th day 
when it will be passed and for anoth r 
day even farther in the futur when 
the world will be a place that doesn't 
need legislation to guarantee equal 
rights and freedom from discrimina­
tion for all people. 

f ssage s nt via e-mail to the Hu­
man Rights Campaign Fund on b half 
of R naissance: 

To: hrcfcomm@aol.com 
Subject: Inclusion 
Imagine that you are a male cross­

dr ss r. You walk down the str ets of 
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minority asking to rec<'i protection 
rsus a giant who wants to discrimi­

nate? My goodness, in my wildest 
dreams I could never have envisioned 
such a scenario! And it happens at a 
time when ICTL • P, Tnmsexual 
M nace, Transgender ation, It's 
Tim , Am rica! and, now, Tri-Ess· are 
working together for the first time in 
history. Mark the date in bold red let­
t rs ... we became a community today. 

In th days ah ~d w will have cl -
cisions to mak . ow that we know 
wh r HRCF is at, what is the best 
way to maintain pr ssure on them 
without sounding shrill? How do w 
make our political organizations 

the city dressed in women's clothing, 
which gives you an motional and/or 
sexual satisfaction. Besides being a 
crossdresser you are a citiz n of th 
US, a taxpayer, a son, a lov r, and a 
h t ros xual rnal . As you pass a dark 
all y mouth, listening to the echoing 
click clack of your high heeled sho s, 
you hear a guttural male voice say, 
"Hey baby!\\ h r ya goin' all alone?" 
This is follow d by an unprintabl x­
clamation and th n, "Damn, it's a man! 
Fuckin' faggot!" 

This is a scenario that occurs on an 
all too regular basis in our unenlight­
ened world. o one should b at, hurt 
or kill anyone for a.ny r ason. C rtainly 
a person's s xual ori ntation should 
not be the basis for a violent act. But , it 
happens , and when it is about to hap­
pen to a crossdr ss r th r is not much 
hop that wh n inform d of the sexu­
al ity of his victim the attacker will stop 
and say, "Oh? I'm sorry. I didn't know 
you were a heterosexual crossdr ss r. 
Have a nice day. " M n in women's 
clothing ar perceived to be gay. That 
places all of us in th same boat; what-

ver our actual orientation. 
The same prejudic that f u Is vio­

lent acts against us extends into the 
work place. A worker spotted in a dr ss 
at a local gay bar is lab l d "gay" by 
fellow mployees, and if it g ts to 
management's ear, an ear that may 
ha e an anti-homosexual at titud , p r­
haps that will influence the cross-
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fund .d so that th individual I adcrs 
no longer have to pay expens .s ou t of 
pocket? How do w bring individual 
media outl ts lik IFG · , R naissanc , 
and Cross-Talk into this revolution 
without scaring away th ir r ad rship? 

Yes, th se and many more things 
will need to be decided in the months 
ahead. And yes, the pot nti al to foll 
into bickering will c rtainly b th re. 
But tonight I have the s n our fledg­
ling movement has not only come to­
gether, but we have been given the is­
sue upon which there is universal 
agreement and the fertile soi l for f u­
tu re growth. Savor this moment, a $\_ 
mov ment has just b n born. 8 
dressed employee's future si tuation 
\\ ith that company. If it does inOuenc 
the crossdresser in a negativ \\ ay, 
then no matter what his actual orienta­
tion, he is a victim of discrimination 
based on his perceived orientation. 

Including transg ndered peopl , 
who are thought of as "qu r" by most 
of th world, in any I gislation enacted 
to protect human rights s ems to be 
just fair. If we are subjected to dis­
crimination, and in some cases, vio­
lence; shouldn't we have the sam pro­
tection as those we are perc iv cl to 
be? Include transg nd r cl p ople. \,\ e 
are only other human b ings who ar 
trying tog t through our time on this 
planet. 

Thank you. 
Sincer ly, 
Ang la Gardner, Co-Dir ctor of 

Outreach, The Renaissanc • ducation 
Association, Inc. 

Don't let the folks In Philadelphia have all the 
protest fun. C8ndace Gingrich is touring the coun• 
try to raise funds for HRCF. Here's part of the itin· 
erary for Auguat. Get out there and tell them we 
wanna play In the sandbox, too. 

Auguat 5: New England 
August 12: Louisiana 
August 19: Dallas 
Check with your local HRCF chapter. They 

should be listed In the Gay Yellow Pages. Just give 
them a call and tell them you're a gay Republican 
who would like to be there to see Candace. Then 
get down there and pass out flyers. Contact Riki 
Anne Wilchins for great flyer text. Email her 
(riki@pipeline.com) or call at 212-645-1753. h's time 
to activate all activists. 
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We're waiting for 
your order! 

CDS has the most extensive line of 

books and videos to help you 

achieve your ultimate 

feminine image. 

Voice: 610•640•9449 Fax: 610•648•0257 

P.O. Box 61263 King of Prussia PA USA 19406 

info@cdspub.com • www.cdspub.com 

Celebrate Our 10th Anniversary With Us. 
g/11 ~4e 

• arycel~ 
~6 
~ 

9~. ~ 
\\ ... 

-Jept. 14-17, ws 
Creative Design Services 

Voice: 610.640.9449 Fax: 610.648.0257 
P.O. Box 61263 King of Prussia PA USA 19406 

poco@cdspub.com • www.cdspub.com 
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It's hard to believe, but we're into our tenth year in 
business . We'd like to thank everyone who made this 
possible, especially those who frequented Paradise 
In The Poconos. So, we're making the Sept. '95 
weekend a very special event. 

We'll be giving away a free Paradise weekend and 
lots of gift certificates from really great community 
vendors. We've planned a marvelous event just for you. 

Paradise In The Poconos is produced by and for 
crossdressers, just like you. Whether you're experienced 
or a novice, we've got something you'll love. 

One price fits all: $335* per person, double occupancy. 
Includes all activities - 3 parties and 2 seminars -
room, all meals, tax, and gratuity. Register now for the 
September weekend before we fill up. 

•Some single occupancy rooms available at higher price. 
Paradise In The Poconos is produced solely by Creative Design 

Services and is not affiliated with any other organization. 



1 guess I'm just an old fashioned 
girl. Sometimes I think I'm the only 
crossdresser who doesn't have an e­
mail address. You know, the italicized 
mumbo jumbo like: 

tra1np@ww,vears.wome11s.dresses. 
Of course, you have to have a com­

puter to get on the Internet and while 
I'm not typing this on an Underwood 
typewriter, I'm not exactly 'wired' yet. 

Another old fashioned thing I'm 
sticking with is spandex - the greatest 
inve ntion of the twentieth century, in 
my mind. But spandex minis have all 
but vanished from the stores. Lord 
knows, I've been searching for them 
for tl1is past year unsuccessfully. They 
are as rare as a stylish high-heeled 
pump nowadays. 

But enough of this maudlin pining. 
It's time to pop another eight-track in 
the stereo and begin writing this 
month's column ... 

I.D.E.A.S. FOR I.F.G.E. 
K ymberle igh Richards wrote an edi­

torial in her Cross-Talk Magazine's 
June issue titled ' ls It Too Late to Save 
IFCE?' As you may have heard, IFCE 
has had some changes late ly. They 
have a new Chairperson (Renaissance's 
own Alison Laing) and have turned 
themselves into a me mbership type or­
ganization. 

IFCE has had 11nancial difl1culties 
in the past couple of years and it's 
been under lire for some non-financial 
missteps as we ll. Kymberle igh devoted 
most of her essay to lFCE's financial 
woes and made five constructive sug­
gestions for strengthe ning the 
Foun<lation's ledgers. In orde r: 

I . Lose the [IFG EI headquaiters 
building. The Foundation has its own 
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building in Massachusetts and Kym 
be lieves it is an unnecessary luxury for 
a strapped organi;,.ation. ' [Re nting] 
space has got to be less expensive'. 

2. Bring Tapest:1y costs under con­
trol. IFGE publishes the quarte rly 
magazine TapestnJ - and Kymberle igh 
publishes the monthly Cross-Talk, so 
she knows whereof she speaks when 
she discusses publishing costs. Kym 
believes that valuable (and expe nsive) 
paper is wasted on regular features like 
listings of support groups and prof es­
sional services - about sixteen pages 
per issue . 'The savings from sixteen 
fewer pages on a press nm of 10,000 
copies is pretty substantial.' 

3. Make the personal listings a sepa­
rate publication from Tapestry. This 
would save not only pages in the Tap­
estry press run, but could be used as a 
means to boost paying membership in 
I FG E by those who wish to I ist their 
pe rsonal ad or receive the separate ly 
published listing. \Vith the personal 
ads out of the 'new' Tapestry, they 
might be able to mainstream the maga­
zine into retailers who would stock 'al­
ternative' publications but shy away 
from anything smacking of sex listings, 
which some could construe from the 
personals. 

4. Shift outreach programs to out­
side committees. This is a little more 
'inside' than most of us non-IFGE folk 
care to understand but Kym thinks 
there's some economizing to be had so 
I'll defe r to her judgment on this one. 

5 . Downscale the annual c.-onven­
tion. The Coming Together convention 
has been changed to a 'leadership' con­
fe rence rathe r than the genc>ral get-to­
gethe r it once was. Kym feels that it 
isn't necessary to hold a leadership-
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only mC'cting in expensi\'C digs as was 
the case for the larger convC'ntions. 

I FC £ may get bash rd from ti mr to 
time - and I've tak<>n a fr,". shots at it 
myself - but that's only bccausr it is 
looked up to as a respectable' national 
organization and we would like to sec 
it be ing run properly. We can all hope 
that the changes being insti tuted by 
the Foundation, and maybe some of 
these suggestions or othe rs intended to 
improve it, will be successful for its fu ­
ture health and well-being. 

THERE BUT FOR THE GRACE 
OF ALLAH GO I 

The FEA1 Newsletter from the girls 
of Phi Epsilon Mu Tri-Ess in Winter 
Park, Fla., carried an article by Lolita 
- about he r experiences as a tem­
porary transferee to Saudi Arabia. 
Saudi Arabia, as a conservative Islamic 
culture, has as many rules and regula­
tions about female dress as ... well, as 
some stateside TC support groups. 

Lolita reports, for those unfamiliar 
with Islamic customs, that women 
must wear the traditional flowing black 
wrap known as an 'Abayya' when in a 
public place. The Abayya and its acces­
sories such as elbow length gloves and 
a sheer black ve il are designed to keep 
the woman's body completely covered 
at all times. Only during private family 
time at home or in others' homes may 
women wear mode m fashions. Whe n 
traveling to a friend's home, the 
Abayya is worn over modern clothing 
to be removed only after arrival when 
safe from public view. Foreign visitors 
are not bound by the rules of dress for 
Saudi women but ofte n follow along 
because of the strong cultural rigidity 
to the code. 

Saudi Arabia is a very we,llthy coun­
try and there are well stocked womens 
wear stores carrying expensive modem 
fashions in lingerie, casual and formal 
wear, shoes and makeup. \Vhen the 
Abayyas come off, the Saudi women 
are usually well-dressed and made-up 
for their family and friends. Because of 
the suppressed role of women in Is­
lamic culture, it is common for the 
me n to do the clothes shopping for 
the ir women and most of the womens· 
sto res are staffed by male salespe rsons. 



Lolita says that this makes it extremely 
rasy for a crossdrcsser to go sliopping 
in Saudi Arabia. But crossdressing in 
public - and probably in private - is 
a big no-no unde r Islamic law. 

It occurred to me as I read Lolita's 
article that the Saudi culture for its 
real women is similar to the de-facto 
circumstances for most crossdressers 
in the U.S. As long as nobody sees you 
wearing the 'wrong' clothing in public, 
you can do as you wish in the privacy 
of your own home. And covering one­
self head-to-toe under a flowing black 
cloak and veiJ is what many of us need 
to do in order to pass in public anyway. 

LIFT UP YOUR VOICES 
Dawn . wrote ,tn article about 

he r expe rience with vocal surgery that 
appeared in the MFGE News from St. 
Paul, MN. I didn't see the original ver­
sion but caught a recap by AJJison 
Marsh in the Emerald City News out 
of Seattle, \VA. 

Dawn wrote that she had pursued 
surge 1y to change the pitch of her 
voice but could find no surgeons in he r 
area who could do such a procedure. A 
Beverly Hills plastic surgeon whom 
she had read about charged $6,000 for 
the procedure but that level of expense 
was out of her price range. After 
checking around, she found a local 
otolaryngologist who did some prelimi­
nary tests and agreed to do the proce­
dure on Dawn for about $3000. 

Even after reading the piece, I still 
don't know exactly how the procedure 
works but it was apparently successful 
in that Dawn's vocal pitch rose about 
an octave. This made her voice ap­
proximately equal in pitch to he r wife's 
and that of the speech therapist Dawn 
was seeing. The speech therapy was 
necessary because although the tonal 
level of he r new voice may have been 
more feminine, the modulation and 
patte rns of speech need to be adjusted 
to make it believably feminine. 

I know nothing about Dawn's situa­
tion before this procedure so I won't 
judge he r decision to go through with 
it. However, it does seem a rather radi­
cal and risky move to take for achiev­
ing a more feminine voice. It seems to 
have made he r feel bette r about her-
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self so it was successful in a deepe r 
sense than the mere shifting of vocal 
range. 

Most of us spend many hours t1ying 
to achieve a visual approximation of 
feminin ity but either neglect or fail to 
get anywhere close to feminine speech. 
If we get close enough to someone to 
converse, having a believnbly feminine 
voice could increase our chances of 
'passing' - equalizing some of our ap­
pearance deficiencies. In most in­
stances, we know the jig is up as soon 
as we open our mouths to speak. 
Wouldn't it be nice to keep the guess­
ing game going a little longer while we 
carried on a conve rsation? 

SO THAT'S HOW YOU DO IT 
The Transgenderist newsletter of 

the TGIC group in Albany NY ran a 
tongue-in-cheek article titled "How to 
Look Like a Transvestite." The article 
was a list of e leven tips to get just that 
right look of the 'trnck driver in drag' 
we all know so well, from our own past 
expe rience and see ing it on others. 

Not all of the listings were humor­
ous, but some of them were right on 
the mark. Among those were: ' Make 
your bustline as large as possible - to 
about a DODD cup.' 'If you use the 
silicone breast forms, make sure they 
have a nipple about the size of your 
thumb and wear sheer bras and white 
blouses.' ' Buy a bra that is much too 
small. Remember that the look you 
want is a pair of ice cream cones, set 
about three inches apart and two 
inches below your collarbone.' If you 
have large, hairy hands, 'buy a pair of 
white gloves and make sure they don't 
quite reach the end of your sleeve to 
display a bit of enticing hairy flesh.' 
'For daytime shopping, wear leopard 
print Lycra with glitter eyeshadow.' 
'For evening, choose a micro-mini with 
patterned hose - especially if you 
have knobby knees.' 

We can all laugh because we've all 
been there. Come to think of it...when 
you're talking Lycra micro-minis .. .I'm 
st ill there . 

A SLICE OF ENGLISH 
CHEESECAKE 

Rejlections llltemational is a book-
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let-sized publication of the Trans Essex 
group in England. It's a very well dopr 
and having rC:'ad through it. the T rans­
Essex gang seems like an active bunch 
of ladies. 

They use a fair amount of photos in 
the maga✓.ine and aren't at all bashful 
about showing a little glamour. It's a 
refreshing and fun approach to cross­
dressing that doesn't undem1ine the 
seriousness of the enterprise, but 
rathe r enhances it. 

Noteworthy was the cover photo 
and inside layout from a member 
named Barbara. If you'd like to see a 
few nice photos, then I'd recommend 
you pe ruse the June 95 issue in our 
Renaissance library. You may find 
yourself adopting a thick cockney ac­
cent as you whistle and say, "Cor, 
blimey! Look at that bit 'o crumpe t! '' 

I GUESS SOMEBODY OUT 
THERE IS READING THIS 
STUFF 

I was surprised to see The Traris­
ge11derist newslette r from Albany NY 
carried a lengthy 'point-counterpoint' 
response to my item about Callan Will­
iams and Miss Take , two writers for 
that newsletter. They referred to it as 
The Dina Amberle Controversy'. Of 
course, the joke was really on me all 
along because Callan Williams and 
Miss Take are in fact the same person. 

And it was interesting to read Jane 
Ellen Fairfax's rebuttal to my slant on 
he r Trash Talk' essay that appeared in 
the July and June issues respective ly. I 
was worried that I may have alienated 
Jane Ellen with my strongly worded 
piece but I guess we 're still friends. 
Aren't we? Maybe? I hope? 

Tracy • . the President of the Ha­
waiian TC Outreach group, responded 
by letter to a column I sent her where 
I mentioned the remarkable photos 
they run in their newslette r. And as a 
token of thanks she sent me about a 
do✓.en prints of some pageant contes­
tants from the islands. But my favorite 
photo was the studio glamour shot of 
Tracy he rself. I ought to donate these 
photos to the Renaissance library but, 
gee, I kinda hate to part with them. 

conti 11uett 011 11ext page 
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Renaissance Affiliate News 
NEPTGA by Angie . 
The Re naissance family is about to 

gain a new addition. The Northeaste rn 
Pennsylvania Transgender Association 
has formed in the Lehigh Valley and at 
the next National Board meeting in 
September we will present ourse lves 
for conside ration as the newest Renais­
sance Affiliate. 

Our first meeting was held in Allen­
town at Patricia Klein's office, 1013 
Brookside Ave., Suite 201, on July 8. 
Folks came from all over and the 
meeting was a big success. One person 
came from Norristown, and one from 
the New York state border. Erica 
- of LSV was in attendance, 
and - we were even visited by Elvis. 
Elvis, the 150 lb. bull Mastiff pet of 
our guest, (therapist and professor) Pa­
tricia Klein, M.S., ,vas definitely our 
most '·butch" looking visitor, but he's a 
real sweetheart of a dog. 

In spite of six last minute cancelJa­
tions, we had thirteen people show up, 
most residents of the Lehigh Valley 
and Pocono regions. Ten of the attend­
ees became new NEPTGA members. 
The group will meet on the second 
Saturday of each month, at seven PM. 
We picked the second Saturday so we 
wouldn't conflict with the GPC meet­
ing, which is only forty five miles away 
down the 309 Expressway or the N .E 
Extension of the PA Turnpike.( The 
next scheduled meeting is Saturday, 
August 12 and anyone who is inter­
ested is invited to attend.) Ifs interest­
ing to note that we meet in Allentown, 

Vis a Vis 
Reade r Vera Rae - sent me a 

long dipping about Frank Zappa that 
appeared in her Baltimore S 1111 on July 
9. Vera has a very good memo1y be­
cau~e I wrote about my admi ration for 
Zappa way back i11 January of 1994. 
Thanks for thinking of me, Vera. 

I don't think my article about Mar­
tin La ndau's re markable comeback 

which is (appropriately enough) nick­
named the Queen City. 

As group leader of NEPTCA, my 
greatest hope is for this affiliate to 
grow and be successful. \Vith the great 
start we've made, I don't feel that will 
be a problem. ln fact , my major con­
cern is that we may outgrow our cur­
rent facility ve ry quickly. 

It has not been easy nurturing a 
new affiliate; it's been a lot of hard 
work. But, if it benefits the transgen­
der community of the Lehigh Valley 
and Pocono region then it has all been 
worth it. I would like to see this group 
become large enough to support an­
other group in the Pocono region, per­
haps Scranton/Vvilkes-Barre. Imagine 
that! If you live in the Lehigh Valley 
you could atte nd three meetings a 
month, none more than 50 miles away. 

For directions and more informa­
tion call 610-821-2955. 

comiecticuTView by Denise Masot1 
A huge hello from Connecticut, the 

'Nutmeg State: Nutmeg is a spice, 
which comes from the seed of a special 
tree. When grated, it adds a unique 
flavor to food. What better way can we 
describe 'the connecticuT View,' a 
small but growing group who enjoy the 
spice of life by participating in a variety 
of public activities. Our affiliation with 
the gay/lesbian community constantly 
offers us opportunities to participate 
with them in their events. Snowball 
and Gender Bender Balls, The Con­
necticut Gay Me n's Chorus and other 

from obscurity had anything to do with 
his winning the Best Supporting Oscar 
this year. .. but who knows? Even Heidi 
Fleiss can tell you that there are a few 
crossdressers in La-La-land, subscrib­
ers to this newsle tter and fans of Vis a 
Vis, I have no doubt. 

And if you're one of those people 
who only buy Playboy magazine for 
the articles, then you might want to 
check out the June 95 issue for the ir 
piece and pictorial on filmmnke r Russ 
Meyer. ft turns out thnt I did a tribute 
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groups have been very receptive to our 
membe rs. We plan on continuing our 
re lationship with all cultures and being 
more visible to society. 

We add to the gene ral welfare of 
the transgender community by be ing 
listed as a support group with Con­
necticut INFO LINE and seve ral men­
tal health groups in the state. Cur­
re ntly, we are deve loping re lationships 
with businesses, other organi;,~1tions, 
and professional services for the mu­
tual benefit of all. Our dream is to ex­
pand our relationship with the TV/fS/ 
CD community through our affiliated 
membership with Renaissance . Since 
we are an open group, everyone is ac­
cepted and invited to participate in any 
and all activities. 

Plans for the coming year are to cel­
ebrate the First Anniversary of our re­
organization. The 'connecticuT View· 
was first formed in 1987, had it's name 
changed in 1969, but was revitalized in 
Nove mber of 1994. \Ve would like to 
host an AIDS benefit, an Impersonator 
Show or Drag Ball and invite everyone 
to party with us. 

Our 40 membe r group enjoys 
monthly newsletters; an annual mem­
bership directory with names, photos 
and addresses; free mail forwarding 
and soon a mail box service; invitations 
to near monthly house parties; and all 
club activities at a yearly cost of $16. 

We look forward to a long, enjoy­
able relationship with Renaissance and 
its family of affiliated organiwtions. In­
formation about connecticuTView can 
be obtained from: Denise Mason, P.O. 
Box 2281, Devon CT. 06460 

to Russ in our own June 95 issue . Of 
course we all know that our subscrib­
e rs only buy this rag for the annual 
Swimsuit Issue in February. 

Pleasl' Noll': 
The l·ontents oi this newsletll'r are 
topyrightt-d. Ii you w,mt to rt>print ,m 
article you st•e lll're, pk•,1st• contact 
thl' Pditnr for (lC'rmis,ion. Most likPly, 
we'll say "Yes" hut you do have to ,1sk 
us first. 
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IFGE Examines Recent Estrogen Research Findings 
In response to the latest researc h 

find ings reported lo a leading medical 
journal of a study revealing alarming 
increases in breast cancer in genetic 
women using estrogen replacement 
therapy, the [ nternational Foundation 
for Gender Education's Director of 
Research and Medical Liaison, She ila 
Kirk, M.D. , addresses the possible in­
cidence of breast cancer in genetic/ 
biologic me n on estrogen the rapy. 

"\Vhile there a re no really valid or 
well planned studies of this possible 
problem in genetic males on estrogen 
regimens," remarked Dr. Kirk, "in an 
exa mination of the wodd's medical lit­
erature over the past two decades and 
more, there are only three reported 
cases of breast cancer development in 
genetic /biologic males using estrogen. 
There fore, it could be concluded that 
the incidence of breast cancer is not 

Letters 
to the 
Editor 

Open Letter To Editor 
Sarah DePalma here (It's T1me, Texas). 

A very stran9e situation has arisen and I 

need some concrete information and re­

sources in order to respond correctly. 

Wendy - and Denise - • two 
open transsexuals attended a recent 

blood drive with the intention of donat­

ing. Both have been blood donors for 
years. The blood bank informed them 

t hat their last blood donat ion had been 

t hrown away and t hey were on a "do not 

accept list." After· considerable prodding 

t hey were finally told that on their last 
questionnaire they had written in that 

they were t ranssexuals. They were fur­

ther informed it is t he policy of blood 
banks nationwide not to accept blood 

from t ranssexuals because they are in 

the "high risk" category. Upon further in­

vestigation they were finally told that 

transsexuals had a much higher than av-

changed by thei r l1om1onc use.'' 
However, there is a liigh incideucc 

of breast cance1· developme nt in ge­
netic males witl1 tl1c diro111oso111al ab­
normality known as Klciufe lter's Dis­
ease (XYY chromosomes). Some males 
affl icted with Kleinfelter's are also 
transgendered and for those using es­
trogens the risk of developing serious 
breast disease including breast cancer 
could be very great. 

Although the reported cases of 
breast cancer development in genetic/ 
biologic males on estrogen regime ns is 
slight, Dr. Kirk strongly recommends 
the need for well planned and ex­
ecuted research studies and routine 
mammography evaluation of estrogen 
using males. 

"It must be stressed that credible 
studies arc needed especially for estro­
gen using males whose female siblings, 

erage r.rt;e of sexually transmitted d is­

eases and thue were listed in the same 

cate9ory as gay men. 
I per6onally followed up by callin9 the 

head of the Houston blood bank. He told 

me the Center for Disease Control in At­

lanta had is6uec::I a warnin9 to blood 

bank6 nation wide about the danger of 

accepting blood from transsexuals. Keep 

in mind that the questionnaire does not 
ask if one is transsexual . This all came 

about because they chose to di6close it 

voluntarily. 

The c::lirector went on to tel l me that 
"studies proved" transsexuals had a his­

tory of sleeping with same sex partners 
and therefore fell into the high risk, c::lo 

not accept policy. When asked to name 
the studies he could not do so. When 

askec::I if he had heard of the Benjamin 

Society he 6aid no, and it was irrelevant. 

Thi6 wa6 *a liability is6ue" anc::1 people 
who refused to accept "high risk blood" 

were only doing their jobs. 

Perhaps I am the one who is ignorant. 
Does anyone have any factual informa­

tion about this? Has the CDC issued any­

thing about not accepting blood from 

transsexuals1 Are transsexual listed as 

high risk? The director said he expectec::1 a 

question asking if one is t ranssexual will 
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mothe r or a1111t have been diag11 osE"d 
with breast cance r, "stated Dr. Ki rk. 
"Although, the occurrence is unusual 
e nougl1 to feel quite confident that the 
risks are small, studies would most 
likely reveal more incidents than the 
current three reported cases." 

More detailed information about 
breast changes in estrogen using ge­
netic/biologic males is available in Dr. 
Kirk's latest book, Medical, Legal and 
Workplace Issues For the Trwissexual. 
Co-authored by Martine Rothblatt , 
J.D ., the book provides in-depth guid­
ance on medical, surgical and legal 
concerns for the Male to Female and 
Female to Male Transsexual beginning 
the transition process, e ngaged in the 
process or nearing its completion. 

For more information, contact 
Pamela Kirk, at 617~ . 

eoon be added to the questions asked 

on a blood c::lonor questionnaire. 

If anyone can provic::le actual informa­
tion or su9gestion6 on where I could find 

information please contact me asap. 

ihanke, Sarah DePalma 

<- @phoenix.phoeniK.net> 

Dear Angela, 

In November of 199:3 (Renai5sance 

News &. View.;, Vol, 7, Number 11) I had 

sent in a quelj' about how song lyrics and 
crossdressing relate to one another. I 

have had velj' interestin9 responses to 

that query. 
Let me be9in by &haring a personal an­

ecdote with you before I begin sharing 

song titles that people 6ent to me. 

Recently, while my girlfriend was help­

ing me with some weekend work, she put 
Jethro Tull's Songs From fhe Wood al­

bum on to listen to while we worked . This 

has been a favorite album of hers since I 

introduced her to it several years ago. 
Her favorite selection from the album is 

the last song entit led Fire At Midnight . 
While this song was playing she 

paused to relax. listen and sing along 

with the album. When it reached the 

co11ti1111ed 0 11 ,,age 16 
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"A person reveals his cha.racter by 
nothing so clearly as the joke lie 
resents." - C. C. Lichtenberg ----The really HOT BUZZ for this month is 
the transgender backlash against the 
Hum an Rights Campaign Fund 
(HRCF). a gay/lesbian/bisexual lobbying 
organization. T he HRCF actually 
worked against us for transgender inclu­
sion in the Employment Non-Discrimi­
nation Act before Congress. Finally, this 
community has found a focal point for 
solidarity. The HRCF has become a 
common foe and that may yet unite us. 
I'm sure there's more on the HRCF con­
troversy elsewhere in this issue, so I 
won't belabor the point. ----The newly aroused political ire of the 
transgender community has inspired 
several activities that deserve mention. 
The Tntemational Conference on Trans­
gender Law & Employment Policy 
(ICTLEP) has declared International 
Transgender Employment Days as Sep­
tember 3 & 4. 1995. ICTLEP is calling 
for local organizations to commemorate 
openly transgender employment victo­
ries. and document transgender em­
ployment discrimination. ICTLEP has 
distributed a press release along ,vith a 
form to collect employment info. If you 
have had an employment victory or if 
you hin·e lost a job because you are trans­
gendered, you need to contact Phyllis 

Frye of ICTLEP at (713) 723-8368. ----or course, all this is leading up to the 
Transgender Lobbying Days, October 2-
3, 1995, as J told you last month. So, I 
don't want you should forget, I'm te lling 
you again, like your momma would. 
You'll put it on your calendar and you'll 
call Riki Anne \Vilchins (212- ), 
Karen Kerin (802- ), or Phyllis 
Frye at the number above, and you'll tell 
them you' ll be there. \Vo11 't you. ----1 have a message for any community or-
ganization hiding behind the skirts of 
their 50l[c][3], claiming they can't get 
involved in lobbying because they'll lose 
their federal tax exemption. Wimps! 
\Vussies! False ! Fede ral law allows 
50l [c](3] organizations to engage in lob­
bying activities and spend up to 20% of 
their operating budget. Sure there are 
caveats, but the only real zinger is we are 
not allowed to endorse or oppose candi­
dates. \Vorking for transgender inclusion 
in ENDA certainly fits within the frame­
work of allowed activities. So, get out 
there and do some real work. ----Okay. the serious stuff is out of the way 
for now. Let's do some fun stuff ... like 
white eyeshadow. Yes, ladies, the shade 
of the 60's has returned but the whites 
today are not frosty or pearlized. The 
"now" white is matte. sheer, and nearly 
invisible. They are translucent and can 
be worn over other colors to lighten 
them. swept over the browbone to make 
your eyes look bigger, or use it as a liner 
just above the lashes to whiten the eyes. 
T ry these: Prescriptives Pure Light; 
Bobbi Brown Essentials \Vliite #1; or 
Cover Girl S11ow Blossom. ----Fall fashions (yes, dear, we talk about 
Fall while it's sti ll summer) are looking 
wonderful. None of the nonsense of a 
few years ago remains. \Vhat we're see­
ing are solid designs that are wearable 
yet decidedly feminine. The jacket dress 
is a staple as is the tweed suit with 
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straight skirt. Of course, -suits are really 
"in'" this Fall with e ithe r pa11ts o r a 

straight skirt. Just tlie thing to walk the 
Hallowed Halls of Congress (don't for­
get your Oats). 

Leathe r is also "in" for Fall and the look 
can be simply a single piece, like a black 
leather skirt, or head-to-toe. Of course, 
Fall means boots, too, and the rule for 
this season is: The Shorter The Skirt, 
The Talle r The Boot. Those of you who 
own thigh-high boots will need a license 
to wear a skirt that short. ----Or, you could dress like Madonn,1. Jn the 
btest video from the lady who reinvents 
herself every time she changes lingerie, 
Madonna has captu red that ineffable 
D&S/B&D look with spike heeled thigh­
high boots and allover shiny vinyl bod­
ysuit, plus a few well placed ropes and 
chains. The words to the song, Human 
Nature, are almost inaudible, but who 
cares? Funny.just a short time ago, MTV 
banned a Madonna video because it 
showed a crossdresser and mild B&D. 
What is this country coming to? Sex! 
That's what. Can't get away from it, so 
why fight it? Jesse Helms was reported 
to have been apoplectic at the thought. ----Thigh-high boots seem to be all over. 
For example. if you missed the M • A •C 
ad ,vith RuPaul in red vinyl corset and 
thigh-high boots, tough. According to 
Joann Lupis, M•A•C publicity exec, the 
ad was a one time deal. According to 
Lupis. "M• A• C doesn't advertise." 
However. if you have Net access to the 
Web. you may still see La Ru at http:// 
www2. pcy. mci. net/fashion/index. html. 
That's the newest fashion site on the 
Web, @fashion. ----Summer weather can be a real kille r if 
you're going out dressed. Makeup has 
been known to melt off people's faces. 
So, how do you beat the heat and stay 
looking fresh? Try these tips ... Apply an 
oil free foundation ,vith a sponge (I rec-
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ommend a silicone based foundation), 
then set with a loose (not pressed) pow­
der ... Use an oil-free eyeshadow base br-
forc applying eye shadow ... Use matte 
powder shades, not creams ... Use liquid 
eyeline r, not a pencil... Apply one coat 
of mascara, let dry and powder, then 
apply a second coat of mascara on tops 
of lashes only ... Use a powder blush and 
choose warm brown-beige tones .. . Out­
line and nil lips with a lip liner pencil 
first, then cover with a long-lasting for­
m ula lipstick. Matte is better than glossy. 
The trick in all of this is to avoid any 
product with an oil or waxy base. ----You don't have to be rich to look nice, 
although it helps. But with a little bit of 
savvy shopping in the right places, you 
can look like a million bucks. Check out 
thrift shops, outlet stores, and off-price 
stores like Filene's Basement, TJ Ma.xx, 
and Annie Sez. Not only do they have 
great clothes at great prices, they're buy­
ing larger sizes, too. Don't neglect Sears 
and J.C. Penney. Finally, if you're really 
shy, you can buy almost everything you 
need except shoes and a wig by mail 
through the new Hanes One Place out­
let. Call 1-800-522-1151 for a catalog. ----Ifs happened to all of us. You just finish 
applying your nail polish and you bump 
your nail into something. Arrghhh! I hate 
it when that happens. Well, for those of 
us who are polish-impaired comes a nifty 
solution: Finger Fenders. Yes, folks, you, 
too, can end those unsightly blemished 
nails with Marls Finger Fenders, hinged, 
hooded, slip-on finger guards, at just $7 
a set of 12 (yes, hvelve). Call 1-800-228-
8193, ext. 23043 to order. What I want 
to know is who has 12 fingers? ----You'll really nail down the "now" look 
with 3-D nails. The latest fad to hit fin­
ger tips are three dimensional sculptured 
nails, like at the Chanel show. The mod­
els' nails were quilted to match the sig­
nature Chanel style handbags. ----And you thought working in the fashion 
industt)' was fun? Not for three execu-
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ti\·es of Carole Little. Two of the thrPe 
we re shot to death over the last 18 
months and the third was shot at and had 
her house bombed. ----Clotlu>s Mnkc The Mm, , the saying goes, 
and, as we all know, make the woman, 
too. (Gawel, we re the re enough com mas 
in that sentence?) But clothes can do so 
much more than that. They can make 
you look authoritative, romantic, c re­
ative, trustworthy, even intelligent. De­
code the secrets of dressing with a new 
book Dress Code, by Toby Fischer­
M irkin , from Conde Nast, PO Box 
10214, Dept. 2050l3-020, Des Moines, 
IA 50336. The cost is $17.50 plus $2.50 
shipping and handling. Reside nts of CA, 
CO. CA, IA, IL, KY, MA, MI, NJ , NY, 
and OH must add applicable sales tax. ----Mademoiselle asked and they answered. 
The question put to several men was, "If 
you could be a woman for a day, what 
would you be most curious about?" The 
answers ranged from. "I've never under­
stood why women need so many pairs [of 
shoes]," to "What they spend so much 
time doing in the ladies room?," to "Do 
women really have a more nuturing in­
stinct?," to "What would it be like to go 
to a bar and get hit on by guys using ri­
diculous come-ons." ----I keep saying this 'cause ifs true: you 
never know where you 're going to find 
a positive transgender role model. Like, 
we're sitting down to watch a pay-per­
view movie 'cause we're really bored and 
there's nothing else on the telly. I had no 
idea the film, I Like It Like That, had a 
transgendered character in a major role. 
The story is about the trials and tribula­
tions of a family in the Bronx. The main 
character is a young Hispanic woman 
who has a dork for a husband, a budding 
dope dealer 8-year-old son, a whiney 
<laughter, and a brother who is a trans­
sexual. I'm not going to go into the 
storyline in detail, but there are several 
scenes with her siste r/brothe r (she con­
stantly refers to "my sister Alexis") that 
are poignant and relevant. The film 
should also be in the video stores, so snag 
a copy to view if you can. ----Meanwhile, there's no sign of To \Vong 
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Foo ... and with the glut of movies bring 
released over the summe r (65 at last 
count}. we're not likely to see it anyti111r­
soon. Maybe in the Fall. ----These days, even the bad guys are sen-
sitive. On the Neu; Arltxm l11res Of S1111er-

111m1 , two thugs arc talking and one of 
thi>m, an Asian, is recounting the mystic 
powers of a pair of bracPlets that make 
one nearly invincible. T he other thug, an 
American. says, "Look, if you want to 
wear women's accessories, that's your 
business ... " I think that's a pretty under­
standing attitude. L1te r in the episode. 
Lois Lane crossdresses as a male to en­
te r a Men-Only private club. Cemler­
c rossing is eve rywh e re, as we ll as 
homophobia. After snagging some im­
portant datn from the club, Perry White 
is seen hugging the crossdressed L1ne. 
A passerby raises an eyebrow and White 
protests, "She's a girl! She's a girl!." ----Lemme add my personal welcome to our 
newest Renaissance affiliate , the 
co1111ectic11 TI' iew. Denise Mason, who 
founded c1View, was one of the first to 
ask for an alliance \vith Renaissance back 
in 1987. At the time. we weren't ready 
for that responsibility. but, baby. look at 
us now! The Renaissance family of orga­
ni1.ations now totals an even dozen. ----I want to give some credit to the Inte r-
national Foundation for Gender Educa­
tion (IFGE). One of my criticisms of 
IFGE has been a lack of communication 
with members and the community. 
They're trying to correct that with a new 
quarterly newslette r and frequent press 
releases about relevant news and events. 
The newsletter is just okay, but I'm sure 
it ,viii get better under the stewardship 
of the new editor, and, no, I won't tell 
you her name. You 'II have to hear it from 
IFGE. I understand that she's almost as 
picky as I am about design and layout, 
so that should mean a new look and feel 
for Tnpestry, too. (Fooled yah! Thought 
I was gonna take a potshot, dincha!) ----So, those are my opinions, but, hey, what 
do I know? I'm politically incorrect ac­
cordingto the HRCF. Comments? Email 
them to- @cdspub.com. 

© 1995 by Crentive Design Services. 
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Third Gender ... New Half 
byLee -
(Co ntinued J,-om la.~t montli) 
Leonard began we aring his 

mother's underwe ar to school in the 
seventh grade. He was te n years old. 
He also began to keep a scrapbook of 
linge rie ads from newspape rs and 
magazines that he would often re fer to 
while masturbating. His life centered 
around dressing in his mother's 
clothes. His crossdressing always re­
sulted in masturbatory fantasy. This 
continued for the next 50 years. 

Leonard became his mother's cho­
sen child ... the primary source of emo­
tional incest. The sad truth, according 
to Dr. Patricia Love, in her book The 
Emotional Incest Syndrome, about 
emotional incest is that a child can 
never give an adult the intimate loving 
relationship another adult can. Tmgi­
c:1lly, Leonard bore the brunt of his 
mother's frustration . 

His father, in his pse udo-masculine 

way, could never accept boys hugging 
and kissing. Leonard re members, at 
the age of two, ninning up to his father 
seeking a hug and kiss. His father 
pushed him away saying, "boys d~n't 
ldss, they shake." Leonard neve r tried 
to kiss his father again! 

He began his young adult life hating 
women and not realizing it. He grew 
up with the philosophy, "women were 
tools to be used by men for the ir use 
and pleasure." His abuse of women be­
gan in high school and continued on 
th .-ough three broke n marriages, each 
ending in traumatic divorce. 

He married women much younge1·, 
less worldly and extremely naive. He 
began, without cognitive understand­
ing, abusive relationships. It would 
start with his feeling of superiority be­
cause he was older and more mature. 
His attitude would soon change to ma­
nipulation and control. His wives 
would cooperate for :1 tim f> until they 

caught on to his abusive treatment. Sex 
was the first to go ... love soon followed. 

Crossdressing and compulsive mas­
turbation became his safe haven for 
nurturing when sex, and love, were 
taken away. This same patte rn wns 
present in all broke n relationships. He 
would go on lingerie buying binges 
and, after ejaculation, would discard 
with disgust and guilt, his purchases. 
\Vith remorse he says, "thousands of 
dollars were thrown away in local trash 
cans." T his pattern continued from one 
failure to anothe r until anxiety and 
stress drovt- him to seek the rapy. At 
age 24, after 10 years of hard drinking, 
he joined AA. He became enmeshed 
in the 12-step program. Later on 
therapy taught him that his true addic­
tion was sex and he joined SLAA (Sex 
and Love Addicts Anonymous). 
Through the combined e fforts of his 
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Third ... 
therapist and SLAA, Leonard says he 
was, "able to reach n serenity which 
enabled him to seek nns·wers." His pain 
has eased enough that his self respect 
has returned, which re leased the anxi­
eties controlling him for so long. He 
accepts his crossdressing because "it 
does not directly involve anyone but 
himself, it's considered a victimless 
sexual variant." Leonard presently lives 
androgynously and celibate ... male by 
day ... female by night! 

The paths we are led to from birth 
can lead toward unknown terrors, guilt 
trips and broken hearts. The gender 
trnp can create anxiety and stress levels 
without cognitive understanding of ex­
actly what's happening to us. Gender 
becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy, im­
posed from childhood until it's part of 
our nature. Science has shown that 
people nre infmitely unique, with one 
or two kinds of genitals (in many varia­
tions) and the potential for any sexual 
identity they choose according to Mar­
tin Rothblatt in her recently released 
book, The Apartheid of Sex. 

Our sexual identity, absent of ste­
reotyped male or female, is as indi­
vidualized as is our personality. Each 
of us is different. Individually, each of 
us may choose male, female or trans­
gendered. \.\Te must have the freedom 
to choose and not be categorized from 
birth into a sociobiological class on the 
basis of chance biology. We must not 
be socialized into a segregated culture. 
Human beings must be allowed to de-
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velop toward their rightful inner gen­
der. \Ve must help them feel. Society 
will begin to allow us to not stamp 
newborn babies as one sex or the 
other. Ge nder expectations will be­
come self evident and the full cultural 
liberation of all people will occur at 
last. Open minds arc only the begin­
ning. Open courts, and cooperation 
among the learned teaching commu­
nity is paramount. Government accep­
tance of all gende rs can begin to stamp 
out segregation into two categories .. 
male or female. 

'We are people, not sexes. \Ve arc 
transgendered with unique sexual 
identities and capable of falling in love 
with any other person of unique sexual 
identity. The idea that people are 
made male or female has failed. It has 
failed because the seat of sexuality, the 
mind, has proven to be gender con­
tinuous ... not either/or. The only pos­
sible new criterion of se:>.-ual identity is 
that people are neither male or female 
but of individual gender across an infi­
nitely wide continuum. 

\\1here was Leonard heading when 
his life was inte rrnpted by his lonely 
mother? \,Vas he male/female or was a 
third gender lying beneath the surface, 
waiting? The time has come for us to 
investigate the possibility of a third 
gender. Is there not enough abuse? 
Are not enough marriages failing? Is 
prejudice not still a prevailing issue? 
Are wars sti ll being waged over noth­
ing? The list is endless. The presump­
tion of a third gender doing away with 
the world's ills is just that, presump­
tion. But, doesn't it make you pause 
and think. .. could it be the beginning? 
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Letters ... 
point in the second verse's lyric: 

"Go upstairs, take off your make-up 
fold your clothes neatly away. 
Me, /'II sit and write this love song 
as I all too seldom do. 
Build a little fire this midnight 
It's good to be back home with you." 
She looked at me and smiled. I asked 

her which one of us was undressing & re­
moving makeup and which one of us was 
writing love songs7 Her smile became a 
laugh, and she replied, " I wondered if you 
heard it that way toor' In that brief re­
laxed moment I felt that she had ac· 
knowledged my crossdressing and her 
(growing) acceptance of it (as an insepa­
rable part of me) more thoroughly than 
any direct statement possibly could. 

Some of the crossdreesing related 
songs that have been sent in to me are: 
Girl'e Night Out The Judde 
Dude Looke Like A Lady Aeroemith 
Planet of Women ZZ Top 
Lege ZZ.Top 
Sharp Dre!leed Man ZZ Top 
Maryann Alice Cooper 
Run To You Bryan Adame 
The Look Roxette 
Dreeeed For Succeee Roxette 
Half A Woman, Half A Shadow Roxette 
(Can You See) The Real Me The Who 
I'm A 6oy The Who 

Sulietitute The Who 
Most songs that have t,een eug­

geeted have come from rock and roll/top 
40 styles. If there are eongs from other 

styles Uazz, folk, county, rap or classi· 
cal .. ) I wou ld tie moet interested to hear 
atiout them. I will sulimit more t itles in 
future lett ers. 

Till next time, with a eong, 
Stacy Lynn Carlton 

Editor Replies, 
Some of the crossdressing connec­

tions in those songs seem to me to be a 
little tenuous, more like just sex-y femi­
nine references and wishful thinking, 
but thanks for sending it in. What about 
Loin by the Kinks? Laid by James, 
"Dressed me up in women's clothes, 
playt>d arou11d with gender roles ... " 
Now there's a solid CD connection and 
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I ain't talkin' 'bout the compact disc, 
sister. Pick a song by 13oy George, any 
song. They cou lei all be related. Keep 
up your quest and check in again if you 
get anymore picks to click. 

YOUTH RESPONDS: 
Dear Dina, 
I think I can give a bit of insight into 

what younger CD's might think auout 
feminine clothing. I'm a 24 year old Gen­
eration X-dresser and many of the 

clothes that I wear definitely would not 
be considered sexy by many of my 
friends. At the risk of offending a few, I 

don't necessarily feel that tight sequin 
cocktail outfits or butthugger leather 
skirts make someone sexy or are the only 
clothes worthy of inspiration. What 
makes it se'1::/ for me is the naturalness. I 
am much more comfortable wearing 
jeans and a t·shirt rather than a strap­
Iese evening gown and high heele, just 
ask Vanessa Kaye! It feels much more 
natural, and sexy, for me to wear some­
thing appropriate to a girl of my own age. 
I'd t,e remiss in this writing if I didn't ad­
mit it felt very se'1::f when I fulfilled a fan­
tasy and went as a hooker on Halloween! 
To ulend in casually and not even lie 
looked at twice (Airhead Remark: If they 
are admiring, it's OK to tie looked at 

twice!) gives me the ultimate pleasure 
though! 

Clothing today is easily as sexy as it 
was t wenty or thirty years ago. It's all 
from a different point of view. Find the 
junior-5 clothing in a JC Penney catalog 
and look at the fashions. Most of them 
are not provocative like a mini skirt or 
hot pants are, rather, what I see as se'l:y 
is the femininity of the clothes. A nice 
retro, sleeveless lilouse, a slip-dress over 
a tee, or again, one of my favorites, a pair 
of denim shori;e with a cute tee, is what 
appeals to me. It's what many girls and 
young women wear today. Anti·eexy7 
Mayt,e compared with what's seen as 
typically alluring. The trick is, its got its 
own inherent seneuality. You don't need 
lacy t-hings ancl tight pante to lie or feel 
eexy. I'm somewhat ignorant of previous 
everyday fashions, tiut I Imagine that 
many young CD's were ae taken wit-h 
t-hem then ae we are now. 

Inspiration still lies in the same 
things that turned on young boys 
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twenty, forty, or sixty years ago. A soft 
slip, silky stockings, or mother's high 
heels inspire the average liudding cross­

dresser. When a young CD is in school . 
probably the same as when you were a 
kid, he likes the girls and wants to get 
into t heir pants ... not only figuratively! 
A younger CD sees the girls of his age as 
sexy objects too, along with their cloth­
ing. He usually wishes not to just wear 
their clothes, but to be like those girls, 
too. It may not yet be a conscious 
thought for a ten-year-old, but I think 
that's what it is. That's what most adult 
crossdressers eventually do consciously; 

they emulate women. 
As far as eye catching, again, it's all 

from a cert;ain point of view. What some 
of my older TG friends ( who could 1;,e my 
parents or even grandparents!) find at­
tractive, I don't necessarily like, and vice 
versa. Different strokes ... well, you 
know! I don't think inspiration for young 
CD's is any kind of prol;,lem! 

Rachel , Facilitator 

Sooner Diversity 

Editor's Reply 
Thanks for the response with the 

Gen X point of view. J didn't get this to 
Dina in time for a response, so J am re­
plying. Actually, I'm more of a Swing­
ing Sixties flower child type girl but I 
feel the same about clothes as you. l do 
want to point out though that the shorts 
in the Junior department are pretty 
short. As an olde r ,vornan I have felt a 
little shy about wearing my very short, 
red Guess hotpants in the daytime. You 
young girls are shameless. And those 
baby Ts! A bare midriff can be quite 
eye catching. I can wear them if rm 
careful. I have to watch out for a dread­
ful little roll of flab that sneaks out 
when I sit. 

It isn't what you wear, it's how you 
wear it. Have fun and stay cute. 

AGE ACKNOWLEDGES: 
Dear Dina, 
In response t-o your question in Yis a 

Yis, July 1995, Yol. 9, No. 7, "for the rest, 
of you old queens out there ... what piece 
of women's wear first got your mind rac· 
ing about tranegenclering youn,elfr' 

In a previous lifetime, I wae an avicl fan 
of mueicale in the '301:1. I think I eaw every 



one that came out: good, t:iad, and inc:lif· 
ferent! I lovec:I the music. the dancing. the 

stylized sets. the opulence (in the De· 
pression), the t:ieautiful women, and the 
gowns. There was an unusually high pro· 
portion of very form fitting, 11ut so~ slip· 
pery satin gowns. Even some of the non· 
musical films had these gowns. 

My all time favorite film was Rover-ta, 

that featured, as a central story ele· 
ment, a slinky t:ilack satin gown that I 
must have seen dozens of times. (Ed. the 
gown or the film?) I even rentec:I the vic:leo 
version recently. I still try to tape the old 
'30s musicals from TY when I can. Two 

recent films featured tight satin gowns: 
Spike Lee's School Daze , in a musical 
nurnt,er, and Judith Krantz's Torch Song 

, a glitzy soap opera made for TY. I hap· 
pened to catch the latter while channel 
surfing one day and missed taping it. I 
saved the TY listing and waited patiently. 
Sure enough, a year later they repeated 
it, and I was prepared! 

At the tender age (teens) when I saw 
all those musicals, I was not quite sure 
what it all meant. It wasn't until years 

\J 
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later (in my twenties) that i got the mes· 
sage. A late t,loomer. 

Thanks, Dina anc:I all of the wonderful 
people at News & Views for the news and 
views. I hope to see some of you at LSYs 
Luau! 

Love, Stella -

Editor's Reply: 
Thanks fo r the older g<'neration·s 

take .. I lov<' those gowns, too. Let's all 
wear slinky satin gowns to the Luau or 
Holiday Parties. 

Dear Angela, 
I just finished reading your latest 

News Beat on the net, and congratula· 
tions, as always I found it excellent. Just 
a quick bit of info, however. In the remake 
of La Cage, you seemed mystified as to 
the identity of Nathan Lane (who?) He is 
actually a well known anc:I highly regarded 
Broadway actor, and got rave reviews for 
his work in Guys and Dolls. His only tele· 
vision appearance t hat I can recall wae 
on an episode of Frasier, where he steals 
Kelsey Grammer's t,rlefcaee, and pro· 

from America Online 

ceede to usurp hie identity as well. All in 
all, an excellent actor who should do a 
fine jot,, even in the company of some vet-y 

t,ig names. It's nice t o see that "main­
stream" performers aren't afraid of a 
little genc:ler blurring. 

Keep up the good work, I love reading 
your column. Your photo is quite nice, as 
well. Any chance that you coulc:I convince 
the powere-that-t,e to enlarge it a t:iit? 

Love, Angela (wonderful name!) 

Editor's informed reply; 
Okay, you've found me out. I'm not 

the all knowing, all seeing, wise woman 
I try to be. Broadway shows are my 
weak point. I don't go to them and I 
don't follow the theate r very we ll. But, 
if ya say da guys been on dat Fra:,ier 
show ... sure , I reme mbe r dat guy. \".1e'll 
see what we can do about the photo 
(Hey, if I make it bigge r ... I don't have 
to write so much!) and thanks for your 
compliments. Angela is a lovely name 
an<l all Angelas are sweet women. 

co,1tin11ed on 11ert 7,age 

uln life there are no guarantees, but without trying there are only regrets." 
"Let this gg take you from debutante to goddess and beyond." 
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Letters .. , 
Dear Editor, 

I would like to put a 900d word in for 
your organization. Angela, Dina, and 
JoAnn: you girls are right on time with 
your articles. By the way I'm Jenifer, from 

the South Jersey Chapter. I am planning 
to become a member of Renaissance and 

hopefully getting to meet all of you and 
other sisters in your organization. We 
can talk about the TV-TS e)(perience be­
cause I've had t he feeling of being a TS 
from birth and would like to complete my 
change. I try to help others from my ex­
periences, and try to use a very simple 
down to earth approach with no confus­
ing words. People have taught me a lot 

about just people, but family members 
are the ones that always shut you out 
first . I don't know why. We all must live 
with one another. When we get cut we all 
bleed the same unless someone knows 
something that I don't. I like to commu­
nicate with all people because this gen­
erat ion has so little of it. I remember 

Re11aissm1cc Ne11;s & Viervs, Vol. 9, No. 8 

when neighbors used to communicate 
and even give each other a hand when 
needed. What happened to communica­
tion? 

Well I would like to hear from you and 
hopefully meet you ladies. Thank you for 
your articles and for listening. I com­
mend all us sisters. 

Sincerely. Jenifer-

Editor's Reply 
Thank you for your kind words. If 

you joined the South Je rsey Chapter of 
Renaissance you are already a member 
of our organization. If you want to meet 
the girls in the Greate r Philadelphia 
Chapte r come on up to a meeting on 
the third Saturday of the month. They 
ask fo r a $5 donation at the door to pay 
the rent and cove r the re freshments. If 
you decide to join the Chapter you 
don't have to pay the five bucks. 

T hank you also fo r sharing your ex­
periences with othe rs. Only by nf't­
working and learning that other people. 
"feel like I do" or "don't feel like I do" 
can we help people make choices about 
whe re they go on the highway of life. 

lt is a shame that 
family members are 

CREATIVE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

ASSOCIATES 

the first to shut you 
out, but they are the 
first to have ex'})ec­
tations about who 
you should be. and 
when who you are is 
not who they think 
you should be. they 
can't cope with it. 
They also can't un­
derstand what moti­
vates transgende red 
people to go 

BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGIST 
Individual, Family, Marital , 

Divorce & Sexual Counseling 

Judith D. Dean 
Ed. D., M. Div., M.S. 

Suite ll0 
55 Princeton-Hightsown Rd. 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

(609) 275•6556 

through all of the 
things they do. Of­
ten they think the 
TG person is doing 
it to hurt them. 
T hrough ignorance 
comes fear and an-
ger. As you say, it's 
all in communica­
tion. 

Good luck and 1 
hope we'll see you 
at GPC soon. 
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Dear Angela, 
I haven't even finished reading the 

June Issue of New6 and Views, and I had 
to sit down and write. At first I wanted 
to write to Kelly Marie Harris to say 
"THANK YOU" after reading the front 
page article about the Transsexual Hot­
line. (I didn't get to the continuation on 
Page 6 until I'd read your News Beat & 

Reminder, some of Dina's Vie a Vie, 

skimmed through JoAnn's Hot Bu2z, Let­
ters to the Editor, some of Dear Doctor 

and Snapshot II al:>out Weslee and Ma­
vis.) Be aseured that I will reaa and re­

read every word in this issue, just ae I 
have in all of the past issues. The last 
paragraph of Kelly's article got to me 
and motivated me to call the (609) num· 
ber listed and say THANK YOU!. I 9ot the 
FAX line instead, so I decided to write 
while I was still inspired. Anyway, please 
pass on my thanks to Kelly! 

You haven't received any clippings 
from me lately because there haven't 

been any cl ippings in our local paper 
lately. The OJ thing is takin9 up all of the 
space over here, too. It has l:>een a year. 

This a good time to thank all of you. 
JoAnn for never failing to find the time in 
her busy schedule to drop me an under­
standing note, you for editing such a 
wonderful Newsletter, and all who give of 
their time and talents. Thanks to the 

Dina. Dr. Bill. Jackie and all of 
the other regular contributors. Thanks 
to your staff: Beth and Rachel. 6arl:>ara 

. the folks at CDS and all those 
who make each month something for me 
to look forward to, Angela. Thanks to the 
part time contributors who give me new 

insight s, relate interesting experiences 
and moat importantly, provide me with a 
true sense of t,elonging and under5tand­
ing. Thanks to all of you! 

Now, liack to the J une issue! 

Sincerely, Billie Jaye -

We always welcome your cards, let­
ters, notes wrapped around rocks, and 
now email. Our email address is 
- @cpcn.com and fortunately 
there are no windows in the Renais­
sance office, so all rocks should be sent 
by UPS, or for faster service, FedEx. 
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Protestors Disrupt, Take Over Transgender Symposium at 
National Lesbian & Gay Health Conference 

A transgender health symposium 
lie ld on June 18, 1995 and organ ized 
by Dr. Walte r Bockting of the U niver­
si ty of Minnesota's Program in Human 
Sexuality (PHS) for the 17th National 
Lesbian and Gay Health Conference 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota was taken 
ove r by transgender protestors on the 
grounds that the symposium's panel 
was "not comprised of representatives 
of our community, despite claims that 
it is." The panel consisted of Martine 
Rothblatt, Dallas De nny, both post-op­
erative transsexuals, and Armand 
Ilotimsky, an FtM transsexual. All 
tliree panelists are long-te rm transgen­
de r ac tivists. 

Before tl1e symposium's start, pro­
testors l1anded out materials docu­
menting problems with health care for 
transgende red persons. Some of the 
information had been published by 
Ms. De nny. As D r. Bockting was mak­
ing introductory comments, Margaret 
O'Hartigan, who had seated herself 
without invitation with the panelists, 
began to read a pre pared statement 
concerning the recent abolishing of 
government funding for transsexual 
surgery in Minnesota. O'Hartigan ac­
cused Bockting of "remaining shame-

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

... because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessarily 
last forever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROLYSIS 

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9). Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

fully silent" about the funding cuts and 
demanded that all trnnsgender and 
transsexual persons present be given 
egual opportunity to speak. Bockting 
pointed out that 45 minutes had been 
set aside for this. But when protestors 
imported from San Francisco and 
Pennsylvania came fonvard and sat at 
the panelists' table, Bockting left the 
stage, turning the program over to the 
original panelists. 

O'Hartigan siezed the opportunity, 
announcing that all speakers, including 
the original three panelists, would be 
given ten minutes. Martine Rothblatt 
spoke first, cutting short the slide show 
based on her book The Apartheid of 
Sex and le ft the room. Denny the n 
took the podium, but was inte rrupted 
by O'Hartigan, who announced that 
Mee.tie Little of Action Aids in Phila­
delphia would be the next speaker. 
O'Hartig,rn capitulatt:d when members 
of the audience called out, "Lei her 
[De nny] speak." 

Denny spoke of the many ways in 
which transsexual and transgende r 
people are oppressed; much of her talk 
focused on health care issues faced by 
sex workers and individuals on the 
street. At one point, Christine Tayleur, 

Are You A 
Transsexual But 

Don't Know 
Where To Find 
Information? 

Call 
609-641-3782 

TS Hotline 
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a protestor who was acting as sergeant 
at arms, told D enny he r time was up, 
but Denny concluded at her leisure 
and went into the audie nce to sit be­
side Bockting to show her support. 

The various protestors each spoke 
briefly, expounding on the problems 
Denny had me ntioned earlie r. Armand 
Jfotimsky, the third of the invited pan­
elists, was the last speaker; he de­
scribed the health care problems of 
transgendered and transsexual people 
in France and other countries. Afte r­
wards, the few audience members left 
asked questions. Denny, llotimsky, 
and the protesting "panelists" took 
turns responding. Several members of 
the audience, the mselves transgen­
dered, spoke in support of Bockting 
and PHS. 

After the symposium, a number of 
attendees expressed their regret that 
the educational content of the sympo­
sium had been overshadowed by poli­
tics. Many of them had pressing practi­
cal needs because of their ongoing 
work with transgendered clients. "How 
ironic," one of them said, "The sup­
posed concern of the protcstors has re­
sulted in a net negative impact on 
health care of this population." 

Denny was not surprised at the ac­
tion . .. Margaret O'Hartigan has been 
agitating to be on the panel. I sus­
pected something like this might hap­
pen," Denny said. "This action was not 
born out of conce rn for transsexual and 
transgende red persons," she contin­
ued, "It is ... about O'Hartigan's long­
standing grudge with PH S. The othe,· 
protestors we re duped." 

Denny seconded the protestors' 
concern that persons of color were not 
represented on the original panel. 
"Classism and racism are an ongoing 
problem in the community," she said, 
"but to destroy a symposium which ,v:-1s 
put together to address just thosP is­
sues is insane. Dr. Bockting is to be 
commended for putting the panel to­
gelhec, ~d fo, h;, gmce uodec r,,, 
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Support Our Advertisers 
A Message F·rom The Editor 

The businesses that advertise in Re-
11nissm1ce News & Views are all sup­
portive of the transgender community 
and grateful for your patronage. Their 
presence on these pages help defray 
the production costs we incur in our 
attempt to bring you the finest news­
letter in the transgender community. 

While l haven't personally dealt 
with all the merchants and services 
who offer their products here, some­
one on our staff, or in one of our chap­
ters, has visited them. I won't allow 
any advertiser who is trying to exploit 
us to continue in these pages. But, if 
someone slips by and does rip you off, 
over charges, or gives you shoddy mer­
chandise, I want to know about it. I'll 
look into the problem and either the 
situation will be made right or the ad-

vertiser will disappear. (I can't he lp 
you with mental health professionals. 
You have to find the one that's right 
for you.) 

T his editorial became necessary 
when an advertiser contacted me and 
asked us to stop running their ad. They 
said someone was accusing them of a 
ripofT and was calling and harassing the 
business. When I cairned the adver­
tiser down and found out the nature of 
the "ripoff" I was appalled that anyone 
would badger people over what I per­
ceived to be a difference of opinion 
over the definition of wording used to 
advertise certain merchandise. mer­
chandise that was purchased almost a 
year ago and was now, suddenly found 
inferior. 

The advertiser will remain with us 
and I hope that the irate calle r will 
cool their jets. Harassment is not a 
good way to deal with your problems. 
Give me a call or drop a note ii' you 
have problems with our advertisers. In 
the meantime, please patronize them. 
They have said, by being in these 
pages, that they want our business. 
They ar·e the most transgender fri endly 
businesses you' ll f.nd. Don't "give 
them the business" if you're d is­
gruntled. I don't think there are that 
many unsatisfied customers out there 
but because of this one incident I had 
to set the record straight and say that 
nt News & Views we support our ad­
vertisers. 
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THE NATURAL SUPERIORITY 
OF WOJ\<IAN , by Ashely Montague 
(paperback 280 pgs.) MacMillian Pub­
lishing, 1992. 

by Erica, NYG&P 
Mirror, mirror on the wall ... which is 

the better sex of all? In his 1992 book, 
it's no contest, world research anthro­
pologist, former professor at NYU, 
Harvard, Princeton, and U of Cal. 
Ashely Montague concludes... drum 
roll please ... Pemales! 

From quotations in the bible 3,000 
years ago through the Jndustrial Revo­
lution and into the 20th Century, 
Montague tears away the myth of males 
be ing the stronger sex. Chapters on 
Biological, Intellectual, Sexual, Physi­
ological, and Constitutional sex traits 
are the most inte resting. One very sci­
entific chapter describes how the ge­
netic chromosome structures, x:-r male 
and XX female, permit females to be 
generally less susceptible to over 175 
physical and mental conditions includ­
ing diseases and disorders from appen­
dicitis to cancers, dyslexia to hernias 
and pneumonia. Charts and research 
studies are sited illustrating how men 
are more prone to these problems and 
furthe rmore that women have a 
quicker capacity to recover from sick-
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nesses in general. 
Montague's chapter on sexuality ar­

gues that with a woman's capacity for 
multiple orgasms, along with her role as 
maintainer of the human species 
through pregnancy, birth, childhood/ 
child care, a female is better equipped 
to psychologically deal with sex. Studies 
from Kinsey and others are sited in the 
Sexuality chapters. And, there's even 
more. Chapters on Emotions and Intel­
lectual and Creative Capacities provide 
comparisons of the genders ("equal 
time" so to speak) and always have data 
to back up the conclusions. Again and 
again the comparisons favor the fe­
males despite the 'T rnditional Handi­
caps" assigned to them by society ... re­
sponsibilities domestic and otherwise 
that males generally escape. This book 
is full of interesting stuff. 

Pe rhaps Montague's The Noturnl 
Superiority of \Vomon explains why 
some males pursue crossdressing, 
crossgender, transsexual goals, life­
styles, and activities. The author does 
not write with this intent at all, but does 
offer a very positive conclusion. A bet­
ter world can be achieved in which both 
sexes learn from each other - down 
playing the aggressive, competitive 
habits in favor of more cooperative. 

sensitive, non-aggressive-, socially n' ­
sponsivo feminine- traits which could 
become human traits for both g<-'ndr~s. 
Ummm ... sounds good to us ... Happ:,, 
Reading. 

© Erica Productions, c/o Box 456 
Centereach,NY 11720. 

Web Page Busted 
One of the first trnnsgencle r \ V\VW 

sites, Male/Female?, has been re­
moved from the Inte rnet. The pages 
were deemed ''inappropriate" by the 
powers that be at Birmingham Univer­
sity (U.K.), so they pulled the web 
pages and the owner's account. 

The page owner, Beck-y, may face a 
disciplinary hearing (although, ,,ccor<l­
ing to her, that seems unlikely). Other 
TC Web sites in the U.K. are just cool­
ing their heels waiting for the next de­
velopment. This is part of a U. K.-wide 
crackdown by the universities on \\1<-'b­
publishing in an attempt to preve nt 
students from "damaging their image .• , 
Fortunately, Becky has a \jne on an­
other site for her page. 

Another transgender \Veb site on a 
U.K. university computer, The Plaid, 
has secured a mirror site in case they 
lose their space as well (URL http:// 
www2.wintermute.co.uk/users/ 
snuffiestrhe_Plaicl/gender.html) 

NB: If Senators Dole and Exon 
have their way. this could very well 
happen here. 

'Trans'Vamp Pu6[ications Eileen Shields Pudleiner 
proua{y prese.1its 'l(pCi11a Jsato S 

o Tales of A Sexy vampire, Second Edition 
@ The Sexy Vampire Cookbook 

Each volume is $20 ancl chock full of makeup 
ancl image advice on how to look, a<.:t. ancl /'eel 
your sexy best. Send $2 fo r more information 
about these books and new wig brochure. 
Discretion ,L~.sured. 

Mary Lerario, 2300 Walnut St. #405, 
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Thoughts On the TS Hotline 
by Kelly M. Harris 
Ms. !1ar,i~ is 1101 a them11ist. The r;ieu:s 

e:qiressed in her co/1111111 are her:~ and 11111 

11c'cess111ily tlwse of Renaissance or the 
S11111/r Jersey C ha111er 11.f Re11atssn11ce. 

"If someone agrees with what I say, 
that's fi11e . I we lcome the support. If 
somebody disagrees with me then it is 
their responsibility to make the ir opin­
ions heard. Call me on the Hotline or 
write in care of the Editor. If you feel 
strongly about something le t somebody 
know. Right or wrong, do something:· 

This Month: A Warning!! 
I received a call a couple of weeks 

ago that upset me to no end. This per­
son, like so many others I talk to, was 
looking for direction. He was trying to 
get over the death of his wife and had 
a teenaged daughter to raise and worry 
about. He had been a member of the 
Transgender Community off and on 
for some time. He was going to an 
electrologist to have bis beard re­
moved. Now for the upsetting part. 
An electrologist had told him ifhe was 
on female hormones his beard growth 
would slow down and he wouldn't 
need to have so much work. This per­
son went to a doctor and started re­
ce iving hormones on request. I don't 
know how this person found the doc­
tor. The point I'm trying to make is, at 
no time were the STANDARDS OF 
CARE0 followed. This person was call­
ing me because he didn't know ifhe 
was transsexual or not! There is no way 

in Hell this pe rson should be on hor­
mones! Just because some body thinks 
they are transsexual or because they 
think they may want breasts or slower 
hair growth or whate\'er- there ,lre 
Standards o_f Care to be followed. 

This person had not talked to a 
me ntal health professional. This per­
son did not even know if he was trans­
sexual. He did not know if he wanted 
to "go all the way .. by living full time or 
having surgery. All this pe rson heard 
was that hormones would slow down 
hair growth on his face. 

The only way anybody should be on 
hormones is if they have been seeing a 
mental health professional for between 
three and six months, and have been 
diagnosed as a candidate for hormone 
replacement therapy and tl1erefore 
been recommended to a medical pro­
fessional for such treatment. According 
to the Standards of Crire you D O 
NOT start hormones because you 
want to grow breasts, or feminize your 
body or to slow down hair growth! If 
you do not plan to live full time AND 
undergo surgery, you are NOT com­
mitted enough to taking the necessary 
steps to becoming a woman. 

Who's to blame? The electrologist, 
who should not be making medical 
recommendations ·which they are not 
trained to make. The doctor; no way 
should anybody be given hormones on 
demand. My God, have some common 
sense. Think about what you're doing!! 
And the transgender community for al-

lowing something like this to happen. 
We have an obligation to everybody to 
put a stop to it ASAP! How can we C'X­
pect the rest of the world to think of us 
as desc1ving any respect if we don't rC'­
spect ourse lves"? The Standards of 
Care are our mies and regulations. 
They are our laws. In todays times if 
we don't like the laws we work to 
change them, not ignore the m. 

rve had to rewrite this column 
three times because 1 was so upse t. If I 
had written it right afte r the phone call 
I would have gotten myself in some big 
trouble! The Standards of Care are in 
place to protect not only the care giver 
but the care receiver. I'm not saying 
this person is not transsexual, but, on 
the other hand rm not saying he is. 
This person should be talking with a 
mental health professional to find out 
what he is or isn't. There is a possibility 
that this person has a problem dealing 
with the death of his wife. It could be a 
child abuse issue or a self esteem issue. 
In his mind he knows h<~ wants to look 
like a woman, but that doesn't make 
this person transsexual!! 

I guess what I'm trying to say is, 
don't be in a hurry! This is much, 
much too important to hurry and not 
look at ALL the ramifications of your 
actions. Have all the answers before 
you go on to the next step. 

• The Harn1 Benjamin Association 
Standards of Caro For Transsexuals is 
available in the Renaissance Library. 

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 • Tue. - Wed. - Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30 

215-788-2857 
" ... Electrolysis. I've been through it. 

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 
and Hard to Fit Sizes 

Private Fitting lf Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 
Nell & Cheryl Gervon 

308 Mill Street 
Bristol, PA 19007 
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I can help you through it. " 

Jenell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Chester, Pa. 19013 610•872•2091 



Renaissance Neu;s & Viru:s, \'ol. 9, No. 8 

Barbara A. Susinno R.N. CPE. 

Jessica Lynn Porter CPE. 

Main Street Electrology 
Members and Supporters of Rena;ssance 

Gold Disposable Probes 
Open Tues thrn Sunday (908)341-7524 
Day & Eves appointments 
Multi-Pin Galvanic and the Blend 

1...-----4 

802 Main St# 4/A Toms River, N.J. 

f!Jt,]1/]/{Y 
Hair S1yling 

Perms • Coloring 
Relaxers • Wig Core 

Hair Extensions • WOxlrQ 
Beauty Consultlng / Malce-Up 

(609) 7 83-1468-
# 

6tna,~ ", 

For that one of a kind dress, 
for the once in a while woman ... 

Sewing by 
The Occasional Woman 

custom creatio11secostumesealteratio11s 

LORRAINE ANDERSON 610•352•0248 
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Hidden Fantasies 
Intimate Apparel 

Sizes Small to 4X 

Everything from the Romantic to the Erotlc 

Breast Forms-$99. 95 

Large Size Shoes Av~l.\blel 

1911 Main St. 
Northampton 

610-262-2814 
H ours - M on&.. Sat: 11 - 5; Tue - Fri : 11 - B 

Large Selection 
Rene of Paris, Henry Margu. Eva Gabor 

and more. 
Call for appointment 

(61 OJ 446-0799 
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T ransgender Lobbying Day 
\\'e me ntioned last m~nth that 

Transgcnde r Lobbying Day is coming 
up in October. We're mentioning it 
again because it's an important event. 
Going to a T C convention is fun and 
can be an educational and growth ex­
perience but now the time has come 
for our lawmakers in Washington to 
learn and have growth experie nces. 
Most congressmen have probably 
never (knowingly) met a transgendered 
person. The goal ofTransgender Lob­
bying Day is to make congressional 

representatives who have not met a 
transgendered pe rson a rarity. 

What do you have to do? Travel to 
Washington, DC Monday and Tues­
day, October second and third. Walk 
the halls of congress and visit the of­
fices or your representatives and talk to 
them about gender discrimination. If 
you are a crossdresser who wants to 
participate but is afraid to dress, do the 
rounds as a male but bring pictures or 
your femme self. They need to know 
that we're not we irdos, kooks and 

Activists Form 
GenderPAC 

As a direct result of a luncheon 
speech by Riki Ann Wilchins 
(Transexual Menace co-founder ,tnd 
community activist) at the 13th annual 
Be All convention in Cincinnati, sev­
eral national tra.nsgender organi,ations 
have pledged to create GenderPAC, a 
community political action fund and 
advisory committee. 

Chaired by Lynn Walker, Yice­
President of the Greater New York 
Gender Alliance, Vice Chair of the 
Congress ofTransgender Organiza­
tions, and co-founder of the Metro­
politan Gender Network in New York 
City, and a poli tical activist; the advi­
sory committee will be representative 
of: the American Educational Gender 
Information Service (Atlanta, Ga.); the 
Congress ofTransgender Organiza­
tions (Indianapolis,Incl.); the lntema­
tional Foundation for Gender Educa­
tion (Waltham, Mass.); the Int'! 
Confere nce on Transgender Law & 
Employment Policy (Houston, Tex.); 
the Outreach Institute of Gender 
Studies (Portland, Mc.); the Renais-

sance Education Assoc., .Inc. (Phila., 
Pa.); and The Society for the Second 
Self (Tulare, Calif.). 

All monies donated to GenderPAC 
will be he ld in a fund to be created and 
managed by IFGE. IFGE manages the 
very successful Winslow Street Fund 
for the community. The advisory com­
mittee will receive proposals and dis­
burse funds in support of transge nder 
political and educational activism. 

Afte r \Vilchins' moving speech at 
the Be All, almost $1000 was collected 
in cash, checks and pledges in support 
ofTransgender Lobbying Days, Oct. 
2-3,1995. On these dates, members of 
the transgender community will visit 
members of the U.S. Congress to dis­
cuss transgender political issues. 

Anyone interested in participating 
in T ransgender Lobbying Days should 
contact: Riki Anne Wilchins, 212 
- ; Karen Kerin, 802 
Phyllis Frye, 713 

Donations to Gender PAC should be 
sent to: CenderPAC, c/o IFCE, PO 
Box 229, Waltham, MA 02154. 
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freaks. w e·re their ne ighbor, their golf 
partner at the country club and the guy 
they play handball with. We're voters. 

To join in the fun and nib e lbows 
with lobbyists from every othe r special 
interest group in the country contact 
Riki Anne Wilchins at 212-

pipeline.com), Karen Ke rin at 
or Phyllis Frye at 713-

. Shared overnight rooms will 
be available for $15.00/night/person. 

~ews & \ 'icws ~oles 

Dear Doctor ,vill return next month. 
Dr. Bill's Cone Fishin'. 

We hope Shopping With Jackie will 
return as well, but we're not 100% 
sure. We think Jackie is lost in a mall 
somewhere. 

Ask The Dcnru-,tologist will appear 
again in September as planned. 

Please send your questions for the 
doctor columns and shopping tips (and 
some directions back home) for Jackie 
to, PO Box 530, Bensalem, PA 19020. 

Pichll'es! 

People have asked why we don't run 
more pictures in News & Views . Ifs 
simple; we·re too damn busy writing 
and doing layouts. 

If you'd like to see more pictures, 
send us some care of the address 
above. Don·t expect them back, and 
don't expect that just because you sent 
them, we'll print them. They should be 
pictures of some event or happening of 
interest to a large number of readers. 

Please, no motel room poses in 
front of generic furniture . 

This isn't a plea for pe rsonal photos. 
Jf you attend a transgende r event, take 
your camera and maybe we'll make 
you famous. No payme nt for photos. 
We do this for love and you should too. 




