
Performing at party, Lady Java fas-
cinates both men and women guests 
as she sings and does an exotic dance 

to the delight of the crowd. 

Belting a bouncy song, Java, sheds 
headpiece and thrills excited fans. 

Lena Meets Sir Lady Java 
At Festive L. A. Birthday Bash 

"Unbelievable!" That was Lena 
Horne's reaction when she first 
met Sir Lady Java. "He's so 
feminine, I can't believe he's a 
man," she confided after coming 
face to face with the popular fe­
male impersonator of Los Angeles 
nightclubs. 

The scene was the Piped Piper 
Club where Lena appeared as 

Using his tongue to coax sweet music from his guitar before an apprecia.ti11B 
a,udi.ence, Ray Scott showed mastery of his iutrument. 

Watching Java's night club routine, Lena, and her (Lena's) road manager, 
Sherman Sneed, are pleased. After show, Java and Lena embrace. 

guest hostess at a birthday party 
for her long-time friend and sister 
Cancerian, Gertrude Gipson. 

The star studded audence joined 
in on Lena's sultry rendition of 
the traditional Happy Birthday 
song, then sat back to enjoy the 
program that included 0. C. 
Smith's bended-knee serenade to 
Lena with the song Feelings, ris­
que readings by actor Roscoe Lee 
Browne and Nichelle (Star Trek) 
Nichols' performance of her origi­
nal tribute to entertainment edi­
tor Gipson. 

Among the celebrities present 
were actors Raymond St. Jacques, 
Stack Pierce, D'Urville artin, 
Paul Harris, comedienne, Brenda 
Verrett, comedian Jess Bolero and 
singer Ron Townsend. 

But the highlight of the eve­
ning came when the world's most 
beautiful woman came face to face 
with a man who is almost as beau­
tiful-female impersonator Sir 
Lady Java, who is famous in the 
Los Angeles area for "her" unique 
act, which includes singing, exotic 

dancing and impersonations. 
"Lena Horne has been my idol 

for years," Java told the audience 
before tossing aside her cape and 
revealing a set of eye-popping 
curves (38-24-38) that never fail 
to astonish both men and women. 
"Lena is one of the three ladies I 
pattern my act after. I try to look 
like Lena, walk like Mae West and 
dress like Josephine Baker. 

"I've been wanting to meet Lady 
Java for so long," Lena told JET. 
"I think she's the most beautiful 
feminine thing I've ever seen in 
my life." 

When Lena (Cancer) and Java 
(Leo) met, they exchanged the 
typical Hollywood hello-a hug 
and a kiss-raising the obvious 
question : What kind of chemistry 
did this embrace generate? 

"No, she doesn't feel like a 
man," Lena said later. "I had the 
feeling I was talking to a friend 
I had known a long while. We 
talked about (the difference in) 
generations . . . and grandmoth­
ers. She's from New Orleans and I 
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A Kiss From Lena Stirred Sir Lady Java's 'Manly Pride' 
just left there and her city was so 
good to me. We just talked. 

"You lmow she's just like all 
the young generation. I feel sort 
of ... protective. I don't lmow, be­
cause that's my sign-Cancer-1-
ways trying to be somebody's 
mama! Even when they don't 
want it." 

And what was Java's reaction? 
"When I came in, Lena stood up to 
give me her seat, but of course, I 
could never presume to do that, so 
she had me share her seat as we 
talked. I was so excited, a beauti­
ful woman on one side of me and 
her handsome escort ( road man­
ager Sherman Sneed) on the 
other!" 

Java, who boasts he has never 
had a sex change operation and is 
still anatomically intact, recalls 
growing up in New Orleans as 
Archille De Ville, named for a 
macho grandfather who wrestled 
alligators. As a young boy, he fell 

in love with Lena, the sultry 
singer-actress. Now, nearly 15 
years and a sex switch later, Lady 
Java, not yet 30, was face to face 
with luscious Lena. 

"That woman had been my idol 
so long that I was almost speech­
less. It was like a dream come 
true," Lady Java beamed. "She 
greeted me, kissed me on the 
mouth and said that she would 
come see my show at the Memory 
Lane," Java swooned. 

It was during that brief inti­
mate embrace with Lena that Java 
shyly recalled, "For a fleeting mo­
ment, my manly pride was aroused. 

"I never get such feelings," Java 
said, "because I live as a woman 
24 hours every day, but if I ever 
did get such feelings, it would be 
because of Lena or someone like 
her." 

One male onlooker observed 
"hugging luscious Lena would 
bring out the man in any man." 

Watching Scott's guitar performance are (l-r) Java, Lena, Nichelle Nichols
and Gertrude Gibson, whose birthday party was hosted by Lena. 
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MOVING SOON? 
Please let us know before you go. Send 
the present address label from your copy 
of the magazine, along with your new 
address, to: 
JET, 820 S. Michipn AYI., Chica10, Ill. 60605 
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