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Editorial 
******** 

To carry on a tradition, your Editor wishes all members and their 
families peace and love at this very warm in-the-heart time of year, 

The accomplishments of our Chapter -- YOUR work as members -- are 
many over this past year: largest attendance at a meeting ever, 
establishment of Family Day as an important part of our group's 
ac:tivi ties, a Chapter hotline, and the ·many new members and 
wives/girlfriends welcomed to our growing ranks, Yes, progress! We 
as a group have achieved n,ct, and are very thankful to have what we 
have, As I've always said, enjoy! 

1985 will be an important year for us, A new slate of officers to be 
elected; greater attendance at the meeting will require larger 
quarters; additional menoers will place greater demands oo Olapter 
services, and others, 

Yes, a number of items to be addressed, All of them have an 
important •oottom line•, and that is individual member's commitment 
to not only help themselves but others, That's what makes this group 
work, work for you, 

So, let us look at 1985 as a time of opportunity, A time for ~ore 
services and activities to be provided to you as a member; a time 
for us to help those sisters still in the "pits•, and a time to 
educate those who do not have the correct information about us, In 
short, a time to improve all our lives, 

Opportunity, time, work and effort, Activities which you can 
participate in and help all of us, or you can just sit back and do 
nothing, It's your choice, and for your benefit and mine I hope you 
make the right one, 



( 

•• ,Our President, Patricia, opened the business 
part of the meeting shortly after 7 PM (and 
shortly after returning a mis-tagged skirt from 
Lane Bryant's in Paramus) ... The December 8th 
formal Holiday Party will be in Westchester 
(usual place). Please try to dress in a long 
skirt or a frilly party dress. If you can't, no 
problem, You are ~sked to bring a femme-type 
gift, wrapped, for our special grab bag exchange, 
Be sure that your mate does the same, as she 

will also participate in this fun affair, Value 
of the gift is suggested at $5, What you grab 
may not be your's! You11 just have to come to 
the meeting to find out, In January we will meet 
at our New Jersey site, with Alexis J's Wiggery 
as a program, We are thinking of some special 
affair for February's meeting: Valentine'& Day, 
Mardi Gras, SO's sock hop, etc, Let us know what 
you'd like! Lynda will seek rates at a very 
comfortable lodge in the Poconos for a Spring 
Weekend; more on that in future newsletters, 
We'll need someone to coordinate a •cfinner in N, 
Y, C,", no dressing, to serve as an •ice breaker• 
for new f elks and mates, and to treat our 
wives/girlfriends/etc,, in accordance with the 
feeling of Family Day developed last August, We 
all very much appreciate ~ support of our loved 

.. ,The membership approved of your Editor's 
undertaking of organizing a Chapter in the 
Western New York State area, nie new Chapter 
will be developed from existing C,D,M, members 
(if they wish>, current TRI-ESS members in that 
area, and potential members, If you live in that 
area, an amouncement will soon be sent out, I 
hope to have the help of Jill of the GENESIS 
Chapter in Cleveland in this matter .. ,C,D,M, is 
also supporting the development of the 
OPPORTUNITY O\ipter· in Philadelphia, organized by 
Melanie CPA-J.401-0>, As our Chapter has several 
members from that area, the Officers are seeking 
the cooperation of the girls in Philly in terms 
of rrutual aid, coordination of meeting dates, 
etc. 1.Je are always looking to be of help in 
starting new Chapters of TRI-ESS in our part of 
the Cou'ltry: Boston, Hartford, and Albany in 
particular. 

,,,L)-nda reported on her and Marilyn's experience 
at the week-long Outreach Fantasy J.ffair held in 
P-Town in October. Also attending this gr04) and 
the Tiffany Club's gathering were Jane and 
Millie, Dorothy and Bev, and Janice, Sounds like 
something C,D,M, !ihould develop for ourselves, 

WHAT'S GOING ON J 
ones and this would be a very nice way to treat 
them and ourselves to an enjoyable evening in the 
Big Apple, 

, .. Our location in New Jersey is nice, but 
several members would like something more 
convenient Ci, e., further south), New Jersey 
members are encouraged to seek out facilities to 
meet this desire, The meeting spot is not 
limited to Westchester and New Jersey: as the 
group has had a significant increase in 
membership from Long Island, the 0-.apter is 
certainly open to going there, N, Y, C. would be 
nice, but consideration must be given to hotel 
cost, parking charges, etc, Let's hear From you 
on this, 

.. ,Millie, girlfriend of Jane, had a wide 
selection of jewelry (costume), for sale at a 
near-by room at the meeting, .. Karen, Vice 
President, reported that SI 00 was donated in the 
memory of Eileen (NJ), Karen told the membership . 
that her firm has deciced to transfer her to the 
West Coast in early 1985, Karen will have more 
to say on this in a future newsletter, 

,. ,After the business part of the meeting ended 
we ate and videotapes were s1-a,.t.on: •Hine On New 
Jersey• "Susskincf•, •carol Beecroft•, • .Al antic 

I lk" • City Inipersonators•, and •People Are Ta mg • 
The last one was taped by Karen from Philly a fe~ 
days ago and featured Mary Ann, President of Chi 
(Chicago>, Chapter and wife and children ... After 
the tapes we had a formal •rap session•: •r~ll 
The Kids Or Not?", •Hostile Wives•, etc, This 
was good for it gave everyone the chance t~ share 
experiences and learn, Perhaps the next bme we 
do this we will tape it for the Library; so 
much of what was said should really be heard by 
those sisters still very rru:h in the closet and 
who don't come to the meeting, Also, we will 
have smaller groups with individual topics to be 
addressed, 

(continued on Page ◄> 



Attending the November meeting were lseated, L-R): Lynda (NJ-1303f>, Dorothy 
(NJ-I 28E>Gl i r:aren mJ-1305-K), Deidra mr-rn, 3rtd Cami le (NY-155I}-McJ; second 
rm._;: Renata Lee (CT-I1I6-tJJ, Lora IPA-138'.?-\.J) , Jane (J-IJ-1308-T), Brandy (NY­
I 677-H l, Mary .Jane (NY-I322 -H) , Arleen (NY-L\, and ,Judy Ann iPA-·1387-LJ; third 
ro,.1: .Janice (N.J ·H), Patri cia (CT-I 113-Gl, Fran (l!Y.·I61 0 -B), Felicity (NY- 1318-
H l, and Harler,e (NY- 1335-f3\, (Photo: Karen t 

Also at the meeting :,12r;? ! Marilyn 
l-\1ife of Lynda, Millie gir lfriend 
of .Jane, Peggy •::iG fr i end of 
Felicity and Edith, Carol :,,n sister 
of Renata Lee, Car"cl t :i·ide-tc·be 
of Brandy, Patricia '-'ire of 
Deidra, Robin . Anr, ' MY- 1-:-:,·: ·, ar,d 
Linda, Ed (Edie, ir,·· 15:,:::•Gi and 
Kathy, and Stephanie \N"; . Total 
attendance ~•.ia s ~ tJ 

f~rrf p~~"') 
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(from Page 2 .. ,What's Going On) 

YOUR UBRARY IS 
LENDING A HAND 

.. ,Lora brought a number of catalogues for the 
membership to brouse (hard to find shoes, tall 
clothing, etc,), And yet more thanks to Fran for 
the lovely bouquet of roses which graced the 
table that the Officers sat during the business 
meeting, A delightful feminine touch from a very 
sweet lady!, Videotapes and equipment were 
provided by Dorothy, Karen and your Editor: 
hostesses were Marilyn and Lynda, Thanks to all 
for a very nice affair! 

P, S, 

**** 

, .. Some discussion was had concerning t he status 
of wives/girlfriends/etc, in the organization, 
As always we as crossdressers welcome their 
support and suggestions, and v.1ant to do whatever 
we can to thank t hem fo·r their concern, They are 
truly an important part of our group! Someone 
suggested that they should take a more active 
role in the Chapter, That's fine, If you as a 
wife/girlfriend/sister/mother would like to join 
in this effort, please let Marilyn know of your 
interest , Please complete the clipping below and 
send to Marilyn, Address: 

M. Fra nk 
P. 0 . Box 9192 
Mbrristown, New Jersey 07960 

: ::: :: : :: :: : :: : :: :: :::::::: :::::: :: ::: ::: ::: 

Yes, as a wife/girlfriend/ sister/ mother of a 
crossdresser, I am interested in that special 
support which can be provided by others like 
myself , I am interested in what this opportunity •. 
can offer, 

Nan,e---·------ ---- ---------------------· •• 

Address------ -------------------------- -

P h,:, ne---------------------------------- •• 

Contact Chapter Librari.n, Edith Marie, as 
follows: 

Don .... 
Draw--ir--
Valley Cottage, New York 10989 

She'll send you a listing of the Library's 
contents, A SASE would help (postage = ,20 
cents), The Chapter is always looking for 
donations, Of special concern is adding 
videotapes to our belongings . ("Donahue", 
"Susskind", etc,), Other chapters are developing 
and this would be a help to them: also, some 
members may not be able to make a meeting t hai 
these items have . been viewed and would like 
to see them, The Chapter will reimburse you for 
the cost of the videotape, Please help! 

' ~: 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

~*** ******* 
"Ge:.~;ema:-: Transve:::~"~::" :~,e t-2:k 
s:on ' 1~ne h2c promis-2, bu! the author 
went off o:-: tangen:~. t•.'~th variot.:s 
sut,-::.-iots 2nd variaticr:s, none ot wnicr, 
we:·e ?rc,per IY deve lopo::d, This is a 
"contmt.!ed" :ype of story, but it is 
dol.!!::it ful t:-,at following installments 
would show any improvement. RA TING: S. 

"The Three Transvestites" Basic story 
line strong, but TV interest is diluted 
bY heavy domination, spanking and 
submission themes. Advertisements 
liberally sprinkled throughout magazine 
are directed to leather/bondage 
enthusiasts. !f the S.S.. were 
eliminated, it could be a good story. 
Skirr, over the bad stuff ' RATING: 4. 

"Men in Skirts" (Books 14 and 15) A 
story in two parts, "Confessions of a 
Tr ansvestite," but somewhat dated. Weak 
story line, with a timid approach to both 
transvestism and leather fetishism and 
domination. Neither TV's nor leather 
enthusiasts will find anything of great 
interest. RATING: 2. 

"Tula" Transsexual autobiography of an 
English woman, from chorus girl to top 
model. Of interest to the reader, but 
treated in a ri!lativelY minor way in the 
book, was Tula 's appearance in the James 
Bond film "For Your Eyes OnlY." 
Illustrated wiU-, 24 pages of photographs. 
RATING: 8. 

Editor's Note: Thanks to Donna, our 
member trorr, Illinois, for the above 
reviews. Now, let's hear from our other 
readers. Edith Marie, Chapter Librarian. 

DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN GIRLS- 1,~YJ., 
STARTED WEARING PANTS AND WE V' ... 
WOULD NEVER WEAR SKIRTS? WELL (\ (\,.o,"--
BILL, WERE WE EVER WRONG!!! 2, ~)tY 

C H A P T E R 

HOTLINE 

(201) 663 0772 
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Antwine ___ .. ..,,._, .... 
·-·--"_...,._ ..... 
,- wtttt • _..,_h - 11,y ,_.,. 

.. ...-------­It 1111, - ...,. 1e<y ~ntlM, • ..., .. 1M1t, -.... -~ .............. -.. INNEWYORK 

SHORT 
SHRlfT 

M EN"S underwear shorts 
arc bcc:oming the hot• 
test school fashion ut 

Horace Greeley High School in 
Chappaqua. 

Trendy girls arc wearing 
the baggy boxer shorts with 
low black socks and tweed 
jackets or whatever top strikes 
their fancv. 

Sometimes they're worn in­
stead of regular shorts (they 
sew up the fly) and sometimes 
thcy·re worn over pants or 
sweats. 

A local haberdashery re· 
ports the bigger, baggier and 
brighter •(plaids or striped) 
shorts are the most sought-af. 
ter. 

Maalta. Urtcler­
- th their bl­
aorre outflfl, 
they',. lu•t ,G 
c-ple of bu► 
My• 9ettln9 
Into the Hollow• 
-" •••IT a t the 
Studio S4 ba1h, 

SUBUHBIATDDAY 
Sunday November 4, 1984 Vol. 4. No. 31 

Lunacy prevails as students 
swap roles in Rhinebeck 

9y laM Gottli•b J __ ,een.......,. 
RHl:CEBtCK - Wl'ltn RhlHl>r(.k Nis h SCltool 

...,... u kt \M)' didn't h.u•t a Ulin& \0 wur IO 
KhOOI luHG~)' fflOt'Nft&, tl'lt7 •trt prooa~ly 
M dnrtau1. 

ay rim ,.,lod. howr•tr. "''"1 ot 111.,. bad 
comC" 1111p ••lh th,c- ~, irnpon .• nt fe ll tt7ln, •• 
UMy fi l'-4 lM hallway,. cla1.1room1 a ftd c.elete­
,1.1, .,._nl111 M l" i•kln.e. cu"°'1 I.Ops, hech eM 
Mada. -· of ...... added IO Ill• • fleet • IUI 
n.w; ..... ., .... ..,,,. 

The- .cc..,.n. oc1d1, .... ,h. had ftOIAlns IO • 
with Hat~ bvl wlUI lht i4ta o( achool 1PiriL 
••C,...NvtrOe:,,•• ••• T111e1d41y'1 conuith.tloft \0 

SchoOl Spirit w .. t . 
On Mo.4.a:,, h h.a4 been c•• •r hat.a e twS •u~ 

I YIIH, Willi -~Mldty rtttrYtd lor ,-11mn. 
Thl.nct.y wlU b,in1 ... lawck Out Oa7.•· prec.c-«+ 
"'I f•1cSa1·• ,., r1U7 1od beMllt cllftc:•. 

S,onaorN lby Lht St\lMnt Oraa111iu1ion. Spiril 
WMlt. coiMl.lkt w ith Ult sta rt of MCli~I hNih 

' Sot ~ fiitW hock.ty, cros,-c-wntry aMI ,o,cctt 
LM"'I• 

TIit IIIIMC)' a llowt RhlNbt-<k Hir h 11\HH'ftll \0 
h••• ,.rlrlapa • bat i,aOf'C" fu" i11, ,c"°°I I.Jila,, t ht-J 
-ffilMJ MICht. 

halr - a.ct IOlft~lMN fflatw ,-rtiou of I.heir 
bC.H, To Malle UMir ,..aL UM u t.nmbt1 had 
..... ia •IM-tltn. 

Whit ll-11 -• T ..... 7, llh ••Y Olhet 
day. ••• • nnccuaa ol u..,, .Oi•Wual 1111c. 

581o< Kr•I• -le. lwua•pll. Mid ho p•t­
ftrnd Ma l\lt«.h7 M't,IM .,.... Mlc\.lon - a 
tllct •• ,, - io 1 ..... 9rilslfts .. , U.. hlly 
I'"" wert lihc •t•W ora._. ..... ..a ••1dlift1 

••rTIII·• ... ..... 
"1' 111 ju1t-.••••••1to•11< .. io .... ,"1ru," i.r 

N W •*"''''• •• 111ftlh Tl ..... Uo d pr ._"IU"I 
,,...i,_.i.. 

Cof\Ctalliftl I.ht cwly ~loftd • II I.Mt wa, a bil 
croeikltd • tr• ke•I•'• •"""Y lleou. 

Aalltd how 1M ltflllalM auire rtLaLMI .. IC-hoot 
1plril. Ke•l.ft upl.al-.d h. Mlp,e,d pt ~im 
.. ,.7ch,d" lor l"dualioo. ••"' If It It Oftiy Ocio, .. ,. 

..Now Mr« Cl.ntfl a l•Y wlilo llkN •M.l'VII a 
ski rt ... M uld • ., . rrMM ..,,. ••• ..,, • dlefflead· 
iar a.k. 11 Uwy loh IO .... -•· 

Spottecl lo lllo hall•o7. Ln- Le•I• •11 ••· 
91.kf 1Un•l1"', .... .,. la A '-9atd,,,ule ..... . 
ho ..,. I l.llatl I~ Po111,a1 loat ..... p l4 
earriftlJ- Ht Mmilled 10 fHIN\1 ••ttlt • kiol 
IOffit:imts.'" I.Mllllh Ml Mt•td IO .,._,.7 IN al• 
IHt'°"-

----l, ----~~f 

Rhine~lt Hlsh School otudonu uke a •a•k o• U,e wild ude 
Tun~y u Ui,y celebra te School Spirit Wffk. The students ue. 
from Ir-rt. Debbie Doyle. 16, as "'Harry "'; Lc:noft Lew is. 1,. a s 
"Stella" : ind Knick Staley. U. a, " Rosie ." 

" w.,·4 hkt \0 ,,:, 10 ~"' lhtn m<,tt ofltn." 
t • pl11n<"d St1tCol (>r,:an,ut.nn prtt,Ot'ft1 Ahc1a 
N1tva-Wond,1.,l l'. • ~ .,,. , hNnd 111 tht caftlttla 
•~''"'' nr,.,t,.,~ ., ly1t ~fhC~I'" ·· tf, 1ood for 
P-=''" JI uhn111I '" ht •b~ to l•wCh a lr,t •• 

G,,1,. • ht~" r, .J,· ,t',.<'t'-'! w.u ,., hit ll',, UO\toi,w, 
a t hr•t P'I"'"" ..,_.,.,.,,,,. c1.-.. , ~ , u, pafth , ... , 
ba~cy '° '"'"' h.• c'"'md4>r(',t ,1yh.ti1 

fJu •tl' -' l •· • ul 11\rtl"I .>dJ'=" n\' t"f""ttf'd J4i( llC"t, 

41ft4 b,n,n~, hah. •ft 1Ch ,.,.1 1ly \t>f'IC\'Jl.-d 1hr,r 

LH IOft, • ttl"ior. pcH•led rt1r~th1lly 10 h,,, tc,11, 
, M al.tn. tit Mid ...... torr, ht ..... _.. llonll 

• "~ \0 tulWS ,..,..,. wh.at.lC" let • "" 14. 
Mr.tft•t.i~. n'I '"" ( f'"lr•I uH•e~. lht cf"ftd .. r rr 

"" l"I ,.: • •-' bC'(fW,Hf'K \.trtll'U\ h\lMH, 4\ tlf'IC' 0,..,1 
,n hp,11c, "•d ID C'OIIWII\CC' 4, <11'11<1,I t (l\ool nfll 

cul ,n I"'" htfl'I • l•t• p.a\• 
lit plC'• dNI • Uh htr . '.\.t)"•Alt h(' 1'141"' h.•tJ l u CO 

humt" to chaftaC' "" \'-trt 



"MY Christmas Wish" 
****************** 

Rain had been pouring out of the sky ever 
since I had arrived at mY grand-
parents' house. An icY wind shook the windows, 
frosting the glass. It was one of the coldest 
nights ever recorded in Jerome, Idaho. But it 
was also Chr istmas Eve 1955 - a special time tor 
a six Year old boy with just one Christmas wish. 

"Danny boy," Grandfather asked, "have You 
let Santa Claus know what You want for Christmas 
Yet?" 

"No, he hasn't," came a voice over mY 
shoulder. I looked back. It was Gigi, my 
grandmother. Granddad called her Gigi ever since 
their courting days because Grandma had a 
weakness tor French perfume. 

Of course I had let Santa know, but I hadn't 
told anyone else. Though Dee Dee, my big sister, 
had confided that she believed with all her heart 
that there was no such person as Santa Claus, I 
told her that this Christmas I would prove her 
wrong. I knew Santa was real. Besides, I had a 
very specia 1 wish. 

\Jhen Grandma tucked me into bed, she said, 
"Now You be a good boy and go to sleep. Santa 
will be coming to visit us soon. Remember to saY 
Your prayers and be sure to thank God tor making 
YOU a healthy little boY." 

"Yes, ma'am," I answered, but I was too 
e>:cited to go to sleep. I could hear mY 
grandparents talking for a while, but gradua llY 
it became very quiet and I must have dozed off. 

l awoke to the sound of hushed conversation 
coming from the front room. The words were 
blurred by the howling wind and rain, which had 
turned to sleet. It was Santa, I knew. I wanted 
to run into the front room and meet him, but I 
had heard that he would never return if You saw 
him. Then there was a creaking sound and a 11 the 
whispers were gone. I felt dizzy with 
e>:citement. 

MY excitement gave me courage. I slipped 
out from between the covers to the cold floor. 
It was dark and I couldn't find the l ight switch. 
I would have to find the front room without 

lights. Somehow I found the door knob and 
carefully pulled the door open. There was a 
shrieking sound! I froze. Another shr ieking 
sound might waken rnY grandparents, so I left the 
door where it was and slipped through the narrow 
space. There seemed t o be a little light in the 
dark house, but I found my way mostly wi th my 
feet. Once in the front room, I reached out with 

one arm and my hand brushed evergreen needles ar 
there was a tinkling sound. That had to be the 
tree. At the bottom of the tree, I knew, was a 
cord and a switch tor the more that one hundred 
lights on the tree. I snapped it on and the room 
was filled with a soft glow. 

I glanced around, \Jas Santa still here? I 
was too late. He had gone on to the other housea 
in town. Sighing, I knelt down to examine the 
names on the gifts under the tree. There were 
many familiar names - mY cousins, uncles, aunts, 
parents and sisters - but I couldn't seem to 
locate mine. Here was Janet's. Here was Dee 
Dee's. All the presents under the tree were tor 
other people; there was nothing for me! I felt 
woozy in the stomach for a moment. Could it be? 
No, no, I wouldn't believe it. I looked down 
again and suddenlY there was mY present - "To 
OannY BoY from Santa." 

I picked up the package and examined it 
carefully. It was just the right size box. I 
began to twist and tug the ribbon on this very 
special present. At last I would prove to 
everYone that I was a little girl, not a little 
boy. CertainlY, if Santa gave me what I had 
asked for, no one could dispute the fact that I 
was really a girl. As I pulled the wrapping 
paper off, mY eyes must have been shining. I 
yanked the tissue paper off and saw the Yellow 
cloth. 

It was a dress. A bright Yellow dress. I 
hugged the dress to me. It had finallY happened! 

I had proof now! Nothing else could matter. 
A 11 the names the neighborhood children had 
called me were meaningless, now. 

I ;umped at a sudden sound, stuffing the 
dress back into the box. It must have been the 
wind. I wanted to go back to my bedroom. In the 

SEE NEXT PAGE 
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front room I was sure t o be caught opening mY 
gift too soon, but in mY bedroom I could try the 
dress on and look at mysel1 in the mirror. 
Leaving the warmth of the front room didn't 
bother me now. 

There was a tall mirror on the back of the 
bedroom door. I pulled the dress from the box, 
held it in front of me and grinned at mY image in 
the mirror. I was spilling over with happines~. 
I l ooked so pretty, j ust having the dress in 
front of me. And now I wouldn't have to hide 
myself while I wore i t. This was MY dress. 
Santa had given it to me. No one could ever take 
it away. 

I hurried to take o1f mY pajamas, The icY 
cold didn't matter. Kicking my paj amas away, I 
slipped the dress over mY head. It fit! It even 
fit. I looked at mYself in the mirror and 
started to cry. Why di d I have to be a boy? It 
wasn't right. Nobody li ked me for what I was. I 
was different; I was too pretty to be a boy. I 
knew I was a girl like mY sisters. 

The buttons in the back were a struggle, but 
it was a familiar task, I had been dressing in 
my si sters' clothes from the time I was three 
Years old. Bl inking back my tears of joy, I 
reached to check the last button again. 

"Danny? Boy, what are you doing with that 
dress on? That isn't for you," I gasped wi th 
shock. It was mY grandmother. No one had seen 
me in girls' clothes before. I was only six 
years old, but I had a real fear of being 
di scovered, 

"Grandma," I was crying again. "This is MY 
dress. Santa gave i t to me. This IS my dress. 
It's even my favorite color, Yellow. See?" 

"DannY?" There was confusion in her voice. 
"You're a little boy. Little boys don't wear 
dresses. Santa wouldn't give a dress to a little 
boy . You've made a mistake. You've opened the 
wrong present." 

It was hard to answer her through my tears. 
I wanted onlY to prove to her that Santa had 
gi ven me the dress. Then she would believe me. 

"Come here, Grandma," I ~aid, "Look at the 
package," I took her hand and, sobbing, led her 
to the box on the bed. Releasing her hand, I 
searched for the tag. 

"Here! Here it is, " I e>:claimed. She was 
surprised to see my name on the tag. There was 
no doubt I had opened the right present. She 
lifted her eyes trom the tag slowlY, looked at 
me, then looked away. 

"Well," she began, "there ' s certa inlY no 
doubt that this present was addressed to You, but 
I think maybe Santa made a l i ttle mistake." She 
looked at me again. " \JhY don't we look under the 
tree 1or another gift? I 'm sure we'll find the 
one meant for You." 

I was crying again. I pleaded with her to 
understand that Santa had gotten me exactlY what 
I had wi shed for. She seemed to shake her head a 
little. I could understand her confusion, but 
there was no confusion for me. My name was on 
the tag. 

"What's going on here?" came a voke from 
the doorway. "Danny, what the hell are you doing 
in that dress? That's supposed to be for your 
sister Dee ... " 

"John, hush up," my grandmother interrupted. 
We have no idea who the dress is for. All we '-­

know is that the present was addressed to Danny. 

GlrlsOnly 

No matter what I tell him, he refuses to believe 
that Santa could have made a mistake and put his 
tag on someone else's present." 

Granddaddy seemed quite put out. He spun 
around and left the room. In a minute, he 
returned. His face was red. One hand was 
clenched into a fist. 

"Now listen, young man. This is going to 
stop right now! You 're a boY, not a girl . Even 
though this present had your naff!e on it, it was 
meant for your sister. Now get that damn dress 
off, right now, We'll go f i nd Your present. 
It's probablY got your sister Dee Dee's tag on 
it, II 

It 1111asn't fair. I was humiliated. If the 
dress was for Dee Dee, whY did the tag have mY 
name on it? It didn't make sense. I was a gir l, 
just like Dee Dee, even it they didn't think so. 
Santa had brought me just what I had wished for. 
I wasn't going to let them take it away from me. 

Granddad disappeared again, MY grandmother 
began to urge me to take off the dress. 

"No, no," I screamed. "I'm not going to 
~ake it oft. Not ever !" I glar ed up at her. 
She wasn't my friend anymore. She didn ' t 
understand. I hated this stranger who stood over 
me. I hated both these people who had made me 
feel so degraded. 

"Now, look, Look," MY grandfather was 
smiling as he entered the room with a shinY gun 
and a cowboy hat. "THIS is your present. I was 
right. Santa switched the name tags somehow." 

I couldn't accept the possibility of a 
mistake. I hadn't wished for a gun set. I had 
wished for a dress. A yellow dress. This was a 
Yellow dress. It was mine. I was not going to 
give it up. 

Where were mY parents? I didn't want to be 
there anymore. No one seemed to understand. 

Granddaddy pulled Grandma out of the r oom, 
In just a couple o1 minutes they were back. Both 
of th~~ were smiHng, 

-------------------»> 
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"We've decided," Grandma began, "You can 
keep the dress on until Mommy and Daddy come 
tomorrow." 

"Danny Boy? Okay?," Granddaddy asked. But 
it wasn't okay. It was just a reprieve and I 
knew it. The smug look on their faces reflected 
mY certainty that mY parents would leave me with 
no alternatives, but I wasn't going to give up 
easily, They couldn't shake my conviction that I 
was a girl. 

I couldn't go back to sleep. I kept the 
dress on, but the magic was gone. Once my 
parents came, there would be onlY anger and 

humiliation. They wouldn't be able to see why I 
wanted the dress. 

Eight o'clock Christmas morning I got out of 
bed and went to the window. The wind had quieted 
down and the sleet had turned to snow. Snow 
covered everYthing in the Yard. MY decision was 
clear. I would take off the dress, I would 
swear to mY grandparents never to mention the 
dress again - i1 they wouldn't tell mY parents. 
That was it, plain and simple. 

HurrYing, I removed the dress and pulled on 
a pair o1 Levi's and a sweat shirt. I could hear 
mY grandfather Yank open the basement door. He 
would be going down to stoke the furnace tor the 
day, I knew I had to move quickly, 

"Granddaddy?" I was quiet. I1 Grandma was 
still asleep, I didn't want to wake her Yet. 

"What is it?" he answered me grufflY. 
"Uh, Granddaddy," I went on, "I just wanted 

to tell you I'm sorry. I won't ever wear the 
dress again if you promise not to tell MommY and 
Daddy." 

His face softened as I told him of mY 
decision. I felt good about it. This would be 
the last time I'd ever do this, I was thinking. 
I was trying to reassure both of us. of mY 
masculinity, Granddaddy picked me up in his. 
arms, telling me he was proud of me. He 
understood, he said; it was the principle of the 
thing that had made me put the dress on. I was 
glad we were fri ends again. The previous night 
was the first time he had ever been mad at me and 
I didn't like the feeling. 

"What are you fellows so happy about?" 
Grandma asked, as she came into the kitchen, She 
was smiling. Granddaddy explained mY decision. 
She nodded in agreement when he told her of mY 
request not to tell mY parents, then she took me 
from Granddaddy and hugged me, 

"Let's look under the Christmas tree and see 
about the gun set and that cowboy hat Your 
grandfather showed you last night," she said. "I 
hope it's still there." She P\Jt me down and I 
ran into the front room. The new present was 
lYing in its box, near the tree, As I picked up 
the hat, there was a knock on the front door. 

Grandma disappeared while Granddaddy went tt 
the front door. MY sisters rushed through the 
door when he opened it, Behind them were my 
parents. I waved my hat at them and hurried to 
mY bedroom, 

There was Grandma, quicklY putting the 
finishing touches on the dress box, She had 
crumpled up the paper I had so eagerlY torn off. 
But the new paper that she was putting on was thE 
same pattern, I managed to swallow mY surprise, 
but as I stood there watching, I suddenly 
realized that there was no Santa Claus - that mY 
grandparents had purchased those gifts for me an 
mY sisters. !1 there reallY was no Santa, as Dee 
Dee had been telling me, then it was all just a 
cruel mistake that mY wish tor a dress had been 
fulfilled. Maybe feeling like a girl was just 
part o1 mY imagination, l ike believing in Santa 
Claus had been. 

But the feeling that I was a girl trapped in 
a boy's body was one I had alreadY identified, 
and although I gave up mY belief in Santa Claus 
that Christmas morning, I was to find mY gender 
identity problem an increasinglY difficult one to 
deal with. 

(Editor's note: The poignant storY above 
was condensed from CANARY, bY Canary Conn. 
Thanks t o chapter member Fran (NY-1610-B), we 
have a copy o1 CANARY in our library,) 



Shopping 
******H 

The size chart on this page is 
from a Lane Bryant catalog and may 
be helpful for you sisters who 
only shop (ahem), for the •wife", 
"sister", "girlfriend", etc,, at 
this time of year, 

If you would like their catalogs, 
write: 

Lane Bryant 
2300 Southeastern Av, 
Indianapolis, IN 46207 

They have a special •TaU­
catalog, Several members shop at 
their White • Plains store, both 
dressed and as men, Store 
persomel are very considerate and 
helpful, 

dJ.M tk ~ oalue4, ~ olu ·c.at.a~! 
FOR THE ·BEST FIT, USE THIS SIZE CHART. . . . .. 

q M t/,.a/. u/,,a ~ <.j cp,od. /.ii.. ~-... 
ON COATS and budget dresses, you ON LENGTHS. Most garments are 
don't need to order a larger size. All our longer than shown to allow tor your own 
garments are amply cut. regardless of preference In length. Most dresses and 
price! coats have ample 2" hems. Slacks are 
ON PANTS, order by the waist size that 43" long (minims 39") unless otherwise 
most closely corresponds to your hip staled. 
measurements: All our pants have ON ALL F1TT1:D GARMENTS, order 
been carefully proportioned to fit and the size that best matches your bust, 
flatter the fuler figure. • waist and hip measurements. 
IF YOU'RE IN BE1WEEN SIZES, order a size larger. 

USE THIS CHART TO ORDER DRESSES, COATS, SUITS, 
PANTSUITS, SLEEPWEAR, SHIFTS, ROBES, LOUNGEWEAR. 

HALF .. , . -....~- ;... ~ ~ l~ ·"·"' j •:• .. 
20Yi 

,.. 
SIZES r..~ •. 12¥.i 14½ 16¥.i 18½ ~~ 24½ 26th ~¥.i :ri;; -··· ,,. 1,u;n .-n 
WOMEN'S·~ ~~-•.· . ,, o;, .J. , ~ -~ ;,.; • '" ' ... ..-,: . ::-;i;; ::,:·A . ./ 
SIZES ..... , . 32· 34 36 . 38 40 42 ·· 44' 46: 48 so·•. 52: 54··· 56 58 80 
MISSES -.•. ~· I ~ •f '··' ~'<'!' \i ·;,: •· :..,_➔ ~ ·- r..., . -':'. ~~ / · ... ; 
SIZES •. '\ 14· 18 ; 18 20 · 22 24 ·~· -~? ·~ • ... : 

IF YOUR BUST 3> 37- 39- 41- 43- 4S- 47- 49- 51- 53- 55- 57- 59- 61- ft MEASURES 37 39 41 43 45 47 49 51 53 55 57 59 81 63 
IF YOUR WAISl 28- ~ 32- 34- 3&- 38- 40- 42- «- 46- 48- ~ 52- 54- 156-
MEASURES 30 32 ' 34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48 so 52 S4 56 58 
IFVOURHIPS ~ 38- ~ 42- «- 46- 48- 50- 52- 54- 56- 58- 160- 12-t-MEASURE 38 40 42 44 46 48 50 52 54 56 58 60 82 64 

ORDER MINIMS SIZES IF 5·3• AND UNDER. Minims fit same body measurements 
as half sizes, but are shorter from shoulder to waist, with shorter sleeves. Dresses 
are 4· srorter in ~ngth, slacks are 39" long and snorter trom·waist to crotch. 

USE THIS CHART TO ORDER PANTS, SKIRTS, SHORTS, 'CULOTTES 

ORDER 
. . .. . . .. ' .. 

·.t " <:: ..,, . ~ .. ,..., •• ,, .. < 

'

r ,~ ... .46 • WAIST SIZE 28 30 32 34 . 35 · 38 40· 2· 48 50 52 
IF YOUR 36- 38- 40- 42- 44- 4&- 48- 50- 52- 54- 5&- 58- 61>-
HIPS MEASURE 38 40 42 " 46 48 so 52 54 S6 58 60 62 

USE THIS CHART TO ORDER BLOUSES, SHIRTS, TOPS 

54 
If YOUR 
BUST MEASURES 

3S- 37- 39- 41- 43- 46- 47- 49- 51- 53- 56- 57-
37 39 41 43 45 47 49 51 53 55 57 59 

USE THIS CHART TO FIND YOUR BRA CUP SIZE 

If Bust is large(~;:· \'.~•i/~• "•.~~ . ···~ ,~- ~ 2Yuii-- . '. 3lho.1. ~4~ ID 
. over :J , ID.'~ 

than dlest bY (<·. i . V~:;,·t.,· . 2 ' Iii::"'. ,;3~1ii>' 4~ In. : • 5¥1 in. 5'h in 

YourBraCUp . . ; .. =r· • ,: ... .... 
Size is '.t-:a .. f C D ODIE• F 

• DD and E Cups are the same size 

ORDER SWEATERS AND FULL SLIPS.by bust measurement, in the bust size 
nearest to your bust measurement. • • • 
ORDER PANTIES by hip measurement, In the hip size nearest to your hip 
measurement. 
ORDER BRAS & ALL IN ONES by closest even-number chest size. then figure 
cup size from bra chart. We need both sizes to fill your order. 

) ' • " J I I ' • I ,J , (" ... ;, .'.>,,., de,/ c:,, , k ' •~ 'fM' ~ c->, J·' .' Just lilt in all of your measurements in the 
space provided at the bottom of the oroer form. We'll do all !he figuring lor you. and 
make sure you get the right size! 

LAN~ BRYANT 



In Case You Missed It 
************ff****• 

A MERRY LITTLE CHRISTMAS 
It's Christmas day and without a 
doubt the happiest day of my life. I 
am a transvestite, age 18, and finally 
my parents have accepted my sex­
ual idiosyncracy. After fighting it for 
the last two years. they have finally 
realized that they can't change me. 
When they first found out about my 
love ol girls' clothes when I was 16, 
they were horrified. They didn't re­
alize then that transvestism doesn't 
make a person gay, but now they 
have made my Christmas the hap­
piest ever. 

Early this morning, we all gathered 
around the Christmas tree to open 
our presents. My sister insisted that 
I open my gifts first. With my mom, 
dad and sister watching me. I tore at 
the gift wrap on the top box. I ex­
pected to find the usual boring shirt 
or sweater. Instead, I found a box 
filled with luscious lace bikini pant­
ies. I said that there must be some 
mistake and handed the package to 
my sister. She smiled and said, "No, 
these are for you." 

My mom then spoke up and told 
me that she and my lather have re­
alized that they can't change me. 
They both accepted the fact that I'm 
not hurting anyone and that being a 
TV makes me happy. 

With tears in my eyes, I continued 
opening packages. I cried when I 
opened a box of fashion bras. My 
mom was thoughtful enough to have 
provided me with a pair of falsies. too! 
Other boxes contained teddies and 
camisoles, dresses, skirts , and 
blouses and two pair of high heels. 
The real emotional overload came 
when my sister gave me a box with 
a lovely yellow lace garter belt and a 
pair of stockings in it. Through it all, 
I did not get one stitch of boy's clothes 
this Christmas. 

After everyone opened all their 
gifts, I· got ready for a lovely dinner. 
I shaved my legs and my sister did 
my hair and my face. Silting at the 
table all perfectly turned out, I felt 
like a princess. 

As I'm writing this I'm wearing a 
beautiful babydoll nightie. My sister 
and I are going to go shopping as two 
girls tomorrow. I think 1984 is going 
to be great. 

Mr. T.S., 
Pennsylvania 

<FORUM Magazine, June 1984) 

Skirts for Men? Yes and No 
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Jean-Paul Gaultier. 
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Our Readers Write 

************~*** 
11

, .. I would like to pass along a tip that I have 
used to acquire femme materials, One thing most 
sales clerks seem to enjo)' is helping an unusual 
situation, I told clerks, when looking for femme 
articles, that I was attending a costume party 
where all the attendees had to dress as. member. 
of the opposite sex, Since Halloween is just 
about over, I have also used Christmas/or New 
Years. costume partr statement, The clerks seem 
to think this was great fun to help, even more if 
the customer seemed embarrassed about the 
situation! The result was great: at a Merle 
Norman cosmetics store in the Ingleside Mall in 
Holyoke, the clerk was very helpful, and even 
helped to coordinate makeup with two different 
hair color/clothes color combinations .. ,Maybe 
this won't help anyone else, but it helped me 
immensely, and possibly others can use it,• 
Pamela (NH-1607-0>, Thanks, Pamela, for a 
helpful suggestion, Ed, 

"..,Your organization offers exactly the kind of 
activities and support I've been looking for, .. I 
was able to crystalize for the first time in my 
Ji fe many of the ambiguous and self-destructive 
feelings that have paralyzed my life and caused 
me so much pain, I hope that with the support of 
the sisters in Chi Delta Mu l can begin to 
develop my desires to crossdress into a healthy, 
positive force for self-expression .. , Thank you 
for opening a new door on my life, <potential 
member, Ed,) 

" .. ,Sure was great seeing you folks, Each 
meeting seems to add a little something (sort of 
like compound interest)," Jane (NJ-1308-T), 

Tim HAPPIEST 

OF HOLIDAYS 

Treasurer's Report 
****************** 
(lp~n i r,g E,a I an,: e 

Receipts 

(10/1) ...... $608.61 

MeE-tir,g Fees 
D1Jt?S New 
Du€'s Renewal 
Di:,naticins 
50/50 
Pink Elephant 
TOTAL 

Ex penses 
Motel 
Food 
Newsletter 
TOTAL 

270.00 
60.00 

120.00 
.:+5.00 
15.75 
80.25 

127.88 
47.85 

184·. 21 

591.00 

(359.94) 

Ending Balance (10/31) ...... $839.67 

Welcome new Chapter members: Peter <T-NJ>, Nancy 
<FL-1135-N), Eve <NY-1676-H) and Valerie, and 
Jackie <NY-D>, Renewing are: Camile <NY- 1550· 
Mc>, Marion <NY- J3~G>, Mary Jane <NY-1322-M> 
and Agnes, Patricia <CT-11 l 3-GJ, Janet <NJ-I 300-
K>, Fran <NY-1610·8)1 Carole (NY-1323--5) ., and 
Lora CPA-1392-W) and Peel.Jee, Thank you for your 
support of our organization! Donations were 
received from Janet, Hollis, Yvonne <NY-1342-R) 
and Victoria, Diana <NJ-LJ, Camile, Eve and 
Valerie, Thanks! 

Marlene of California advises us of new members 
to the national from our area: Judy <NY-1732-R), 
Cynthia (Nii:..t 725-W>t Kimberle (NY-I746-V), Tes 
<NY~ 745-L), Michelle <NY-1744-0J, and Georgette 
<NJ-1743-H), As usual, all new members to the 
national who are not yet members of the Chapter 
are contacted and invited to join us, I know 
that Kimberle already has, A very warm welcome 
to the sorority and we hope for all of you, the 
Chapter, If you have some free time, why not 
contact these sisters via the Calif, mail service 
and welcome them to us and encourage them to join 
the Chapter, 

January's newsletter will contain the November 
and December reports, the Quarterly Budget Status 
Report, and a statistical section on how we·re 
doing, 

Lora suggested that we have one month during 
which all of us renew our dues, Proration would 
apply, Your thoughts??? 
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WHO'S WHO 
S. i'.r-o r,,c/"4tatcl,est•r-/Cor.r.ecticut - Violtt 

GALa: P•tr-ici• (CT-1113-Gl, 10/85 
R•r • .it~ (CT-1116-U) & C•r<•l~r,., 1 /8~ 

L•slit <CT-1713-Al & l s•~tllt, 8/05 
El i:•b+t~ (NY-Dl, 3195 
Cuoilt INY-1550-Nc l, 9185 
Di•nt <NY-1674-Rl, 4/85 
Cl•ir-t (NY- 1324-Sl, 4/85 
C•rol t <NY-1 3 23-Sl, 10/85 
JoAnn !CT-1602-Ul , J/85 
Cind11 ICT- 1115-Vl , 10/84 

4. VI • t • r - l"'P•ti•ns 
GAL: Robin Annt INY-1675-S> & Lind• . 3;95 

3. Oran9• & Rockl&nd - G•rd•ni • 
GAL: Fr•n (NY-1610-P.>, 10 /85 

Ho 11 ia <NY-10, 10/85 
Arl•tn <NY-L>, 6/85 
J•r,ni f t r CNY-1678-P l, 7185 
JoAnne !NY-1635-S>, 3185 
Edith N•r ic !NY- 13~0-~> , 4/85 
JoAnnt <NY-Y>, 6/85 

2. Northern N•w J•r5•~ - Lil~ 
GAL, : Mil~• INJ-1296-Yl, 3185 

L11nda (NJ-1303-Fl & M•ri l11ro , 10185 

Franc• • (NJ-1289-P.J & Bt rnict, 11/84 
Tiro& <NJ-1243-El, 4/84 
Joan (NJ-~04-Gl, 5184 
Suzi• <NJ-GI & Jove• , 4/85 
Diana <NJ-LI , 1\/85 
Vikki <NJ-t!,99-tO, 1,-15 
J o11c • <NJ-1299-M), 10185 
Janie• <NJ-"J, 9/85 
Li aa <NJ-1304-Pl, 8/84 
Oor•en CNJ-1608-PJ & Cir,dv , 6/84 
Jana <NJ-304-T >, 11e, 
<P•t• r> <NJ- Tl, 9/85 

Soft 
I. Souu,.,.n No, J •,.%•Y - lri,, 

GAL: 0'>,.<'tto\l <NJ-IZ8o-Gl 1.~ . . 4.'84 

N<>ra Hth1ot- <IIJ-1291-C l , ~/!l~ 
J•n•t INJ-1300-h>, 10/85 

• 

Carefree 

6. P.•lanc• N, Y. C. & Lon9 lal &nd -
GAL• Edit <NY-1558-G> & K• th-,, ' 

N~rltnt (NY-1335-P. l, 4 /84 
J~r.n-, <NY-J26-81, 8/84 
J•cl:i• <NY-0), 10/~ 
Jt•n < NY-1600-E >, l / 85 
!a rba r a (NV-Fl, 6/85 
Narion <NY-1325-Gl, 9/85 
Ev• <NY-1676-H> & V&ltr lt, 8/85 
Brand-, (NY-1677-Hl & Ca rol, 8/85 
Ann <NY-1688-Jl , 6/85 
JoAnnt <NY-"c>, 11/84 
Janoi t <NY-1609-fll , Z/85 
Aro9tl a (NY- 1681 -P J & Su•• 9185 
krb•r• <NY-SI, 10/84 
Ki ~b• rlw (NY-V), 10/85 

7. ~•l ane • N. v. Stal• - Daia-, 
GAL: Eil.-.r, <NY-1317-J> & Pritc il la, 9185 

Joar. INY- 1316-Fl , 1/85 
H•:•I <NY-Fl, 9/85 
Ftlicitv CNY-1 318-11 1 & Ed ith, 1/85 
Conni • <NY-1320-N>, 2/85 
Yvonnt CNV-1342-RJ & Victori a, 3/85 

SISTERS 

Sos:,histlcated 

8.. Al 1 0th., ,- - H,J.,. 
GAL: "•r-11 Jan• CNY-1322-11> & A9nea, 10/85 

S-, I vi a <FCPQ-1523-K >, I /85 
Judy Ar,n (PA-1 397-L), 9/85 
Dor,r,1 <IL-1148-MJ, 4/8, 
Alic• <FL-1129- M>, 9/8S 
Andr-ic (VA-1304-Nl, 3/85 
N•roc~ <FL-1135-N>, 10/85 
Paff,♦)~ (Nl◄-11.07-0>, 7/85 
Ja 1 1 <•'.lH-1581-1,J) & Dian•• r,I• 
Lc,ra < PA-1392-W) t, Petl,Jet , 9/84 

K1r t n (NJ-1305-KI, 9/85 
R•"•• <NJ- 15e7-P), 4/~~ 
T • rri INJ-J 307-R I & Terr a, 10/84 
Lind& CNJ-1 ~98- Sl, Z/85 
J•n• CNJ-1308-T> & 11il li t, 8/94 

A Classic Collectior 
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.. ,Glad to see the f'EHHE MIRROR again, and we all 
hope that Carol will be able to produce this 
important publication on a regular basis, Great 
job! .. ,People are interested: Virginia Prince is 
still l ooking for you folks to complete a 
questionnaire about yourselves, ~,hich will reveal 
the TRUTH about OURSELVES, Write Virginia c/o 
Carol Beecroft, And, a Dr, Robert Peterson, 
Casper Psychological Service, P, C,, 125 N, 
\.,Jashington, Casper WY 82601, is seeking members 
to complete a questionnaire, because: "At a 
recent symposium on human sexual ity, attended by 
psychologists, psychotherapists, and counselors, 
only a very minute percentage actually treated 
transvestism", Your Edi tor will have several 
copies of this questionnaire for the December 
meeting, If you can' t make the meeting and would 
like to participate, write Dr, Peterson .... The 
VOICE ad will be delayed because we are low oo 
Chapter brochures and due to typos, changes, an 
updated version will have to be made, The 
holidays also cause problems, so early 1985 is 
our promotion time in this medium .... As we enter 
the season when storms could cancel our monthly 
meeting, members are asked to call the Chapter' s 
HOTLINE (201-663-0772), should doubtful weather 
be a possibility and you are plaming on 
attending the meeting, We don' t want )'OU on the 
Jersey Turnpike, stalled, and coming to a meeting 
that has been cancelled due to snow! ... TI-le 
Cha ter's Officers alwa s welcomes stions for 

the meeting: · ). large number of you have on y 
newsletter to benefit from as you can' t or will 
not come to the meeting, Please remember that 
there are other services available to you (and 
all members): the use of the Chapter's Library, 
wives who will help, letter forwarding, etc, 
Those of you in this situation, please, i f we can 
help in other areas, let us know! 

c_ D • 

CLASSIFIED~ 

<Friendly business people who 
want our $ can advertise here) 

Rates: 

S30,00 per year, 12 issues 
S 15,00 for 6 months/issues 
$7,50 for 3 months/i ssue! 

Have the business contact Chapter Treasurer Lynda 
with their payment and 2" x 3" business card., 

Remember, merchants want business ($$$), we want 
to spend our $$$ at places that are understanding 
and meet our needs, and this effort helps the 
Chapter's Treasury, 

AND .. , .. Janice <VA-1466-5), advises us through 
our Vice President Karen that she is about to 
update the national' s SHOPPING DIRECTORY which is 
sent out to all national mermers, As Janice 
says: "Rest assured that our members do not 
venture out in_ public unless they are quite 
presentable and can pass in public without 
difficulty", The ads in this directory are free 
for interested businesses, so contact Janice as 
follows: 

Janice A,_ 
P. D, Box 457 
Springfield, Virginia 22150 



Food For Thought 
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The Gift 

by Renata 

<CT-1116-t.J> 

How many of us, I wonder, have ever stopped to 
thim in a POSITIVE way, about the "woman within 
usu, For me this mystery has been as I am !:iure 
it has for nearly all of my •sisters of the 
hearti•, an almost never ending succession of 
negative thoughts from a very early age, Th~n, 
about three years ago, something very special 
happened to me from within, I don"t mean to say 
that my feelings about myself c~nged 
instantaneously, It took some time, and even to 
this day I am still learning, But gradually, and 
with much help, I began to think about my 
"feminine side" in a very gentle and open way, 
It wasn't an easy thing to do, All of those old 
negatives kept creeping in; guilt, shame, fear, 
hurt, confusion, rejection and the rest my 
sisters know all too well, 

Much to my surprise, I found in time that there 
was a positive aspect for every one of those old 
negatives, I have long since stopped finding the 
bad things about my feminine self and dot.bt that 
there will ever be an end to the discovery of 
good thoughts about "her" for me, 

And so it should be for all of us no matter what · 
our problems may be, After all, WE did not make 
ourselves the way that we are, In fact, it is 
becoming ever increasingly more evident that our 
families and life circumstances may have had 
Ii ttle or nothing to do with the development of 
our second selves, I am not saying that our 
second self may not have been influenced to some 
extent by our upbringing and/ or chilcllood 
experiences, for in fact many of us, myself 
included, know very well that we may never have 
become conciously aware of our feelings had 
!:iomething in our childhood not triggered them in 
the first place, 

For those of us who have been fortunate enough to 
have access to fairly up- to-date written material 
on the subject of gender identity, we are aware 
that there is a fair consensus among the experts 
in this field that genetics may have much to do 
with this phenomenon "we" know as transvestism, 

FROM 2/83 0, S, J, 

Genetics! , you say? Well I admit t~at 
possabili ty was a real shocker for me t~. And 
here is where the positive thinking comes in, We 
know fully well that no one (so far), has any 
control over our individual genetic patterns, No 
one except God! That's right, dear sisters, God 
made us EACH AND EVERY ONE, just exactly the way 
we are ri

1

ght now, This being the case, which it 
most definately is, then what we have perhaps 
believed to be a "curse• or emotional 
disturbance, turns out to be one of the most 
amazing mysteries of human nature, Ye~, God does 
work in serendipitous ways, and ours is not to 
question why, but to accept with gratitude the 
gifts that have been given us and to share them, 

Think about it kind and gently, s isters, Think 
about your feelings, Let them drift softly 
through you, It isn' t juSt the lovely soft 
clothes t hat we all so adore, They are only ONE 
of the MANY benefits of being tne way that we 
are, They are the outward expression of our 
innermost selves, The REAL woman within thinks 
and feels and loves in much the same way that our 
biological sisters dot Yes, oh yes! That woman 
within me who is NO LESS than half of my total 

-·~· 
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A beautiful 
v• smile . ... 

--~--~-~ . ; 

bein~; is ... .ALL WOMAN, and love!:i every miru~e of 
it! And what a wonderous gift we have been given! 
It IS •our s.pecial joy•, And like all of God"s 

gifts, it is meant to be shared with one anot~r, 
One of the most beautiful passages in the Bible 

bids us to share our special gifts: •No one 
lights a lamp to put it under a bucket, but on ~ 
lampstand where it gives light for everyone in 

the house" (Hatt, 5:14 & 15>, 

So, shine my sisters, shine! Love it! Live it! 
Enjo)· it! And most of all share that gift! Not 
only with those, mrself included, who love and 
understand you, but especially with those who DO 
NOT understand the many, many reasons why God has 
given us "the best of both worlds" as a "very 
special" gif~! 



OUR SPECIAL JOY ! December, 1984/Page 16 

Joy's Greatest Hits (Vol, 10) 

**********f.*************** 

Side I 
l , From A Jack To A Queen 
2, I 1.,Jonder What The King Is l~Jearing Tonight 
3, There' s Nothing Like A Dame 
4, If I Were A Bitch, Man 
S, Staut Hearted l-.Jomen (who 1,.1il} fight for the 

ti(j)ts they adore!) 

6, I Got Plenty Of Nothing ) . _. li~ ~ .. ,Jr\J..' \ 

Side II "Vro,v,A l?i'J\l-) 
7, In The Hood • f 
8, I Could Have Dressed All Night 
9, Hello Young Dressers 

10, When I Grow Too Old To Dress 
11, You'll Never Dress Alone (Chi Delta Mu Theme) 
12, Luck Be A Lady <for you Lotto playing sisters) 
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I"d like to specially thank all 
ttie 0, S, J, "staff": Edith 
Marie as Assistant Editor, Renata 
who is in charge now of 
production/distribution, and Nora 
Helene who used to perform that 
job for us, Not forgotten are all 
of you who have written articles 
for us and have sent in clippings, 
All of you have helped make 0, 5, 
J, what it is: as Editor, I 
certainly could not have done it 
myself, For · 1985 the Chapter 
looks forward to more 
participation of the members in 
its activities and in the 
newsletter, and this participation 
is most welcomed, 




