











In saum, I have bean warving thae
transgender community in a varlety
of capacities (administrator, edu-
cator, ressarchar, counsslor, peer
supporter, social convencr, publioc
relatlona/lialson officer, natwork
er, wditor, writer, ohairman of
the Board - you same it, I've besn
it) for the past 15 1/2 years with
Licn.yhatsoeyar, 1In fact, my pre-
ocoupation with the velfare of the
tranagender community is the reas-
on vhy today 1 am vithout a paying
caresxr or steady source of Llnoome,
Den’t get ma wrong, this was my
choice and mloe alone (wy mission
or calling in life) to warve this
neglectad, mlzunderstood, and even
today, stigmatized olass of psoplse
- rare viotims of what Kim Stuart
has #o aptly termed “"the uninrvrited
dileama', Aftersll, 1 am a pest-op
F-M T8 myselfl and I guess I want
to "take care of my own',

8till the fact ramainm) resourcs
pecple in this area - many of vhom
have spent years trying to Fill
the widening gap left by gender
clinicians and other helping prof-
sssiona — not only desarve a meas-
urs of gratitude and resognlition
that the people thay are helping
oould naver bagin to express, but
they also despsrately nesd a will-
denarved rest {(or, in some cases,
retirement) from "tha scene"., And
contingantly, they need sucoessors
- who will be as dedicated and ar
ovmpeteant as Lbey have been - to
£ill thelr ashoes and taka up the
slack left by the medical communi-
ty, the professions of pyschology
and wsexclogy, individual counsel-
ors and therapleis, soclal service
agencies, the schools, the Church,

the law, the State, and the madia.

For nyzelf, I am npot yet ready
to resign, aven though 1 have been
suffering symptoms of “burn—out'
for mbout a4 yaar now (and wish I
could go on sabbatical leave for a
few months). Yet, I/wa desperately
nesd resources <{monsy, peoples and
time) in order that I, MMRF, Tran-
wition Support, and TIP, and, in
order that Joanna Clark and J2CP
Information Sarvicas might survive
8o, it's now up to you, Brotherws
and Sisters, to work together - to
take up the torch and kesp the
flams of falth burning bright...

In solidarity, Rupsrt Raj, Exeo.
Direokor, Metamorphosis Foundatlon

[Firet publiched in The Trans-—
sexual Voice, April 1987.)

We havae rold 82 copies of Kim E,
Stuart’s

€12 U.S, papar
$20 U.S, cloth) and 18 Research
Supplements ($10.50 U.S.). Why not
buy ocopies for your family and
friendz? Order from MMRF, P.O., Box
$963, Stn. A, Toronto, Ont. MOWIPA.

Posme, limericks, free verss want-
ad For anthology on TS, TG and TV
varse ,Over 170 plecas from B4 con-
tributors submitted so far. Don't
misy your chance to sxpreas your-
self in this first voluma. Pleass
spacify gendar wstatus and credit
line, BRupert Raj, P.0, Box 5963,
Stn, A, Toronto, Oncario M5V 1P4,

Tall us your story (profile) and
your views (articles, letters) and
share your feelings {(poems) laughs
(cartoens) and nawsreporte with us.
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On Being And Surviving It (cont’'d)

deniable and traumatio consequen-
ges of my transsexual condition,
knowing what I'm up againat within
and without, I realiese that peril
weaves about me like a tenacious
web but my strength doasn’t desert
me, My quest for dignikty and recog
nition {which 1is, in essence, tha
will to liva) ig single-minded, ]
am convinoed that no one can tall
me I am not a man, axcept myself]

“That sult is you.," Such simple
Spokesn to look up tha sale. /vords
¥hat would he be saying to mae

I he reslly knev ny tale?

"Thakt shirt goes with many ococlora-
Would you like a matohing tie?"
Another salesman rambling on

Yho doean’t know the "why'.

1"Those soocks have alastlc tops -
They will never slip or f£fall."
My heavens, vo many oclors

And sises for short and tall,

Jeans and avasatshirts on sals -
Ive had my fill, thank you.

I know he doern’t understand
Those daya for awhile ars through.

Enjoying so this shopping trip -
No longer a meaningless chars,
Still, 1t’s a necessity -

Not still, even moras,

Ready now with trousars, shoas
New shirts, socks and undsrvear.
Oh no, I aan't snesse now -

-1 forgot hankies) I don’t dare,

~=Stephen N

f{Editor's Hote: Va want your posms
and oartoons on 7B thamas For pub-
lication in the magasine. Thanks.l

HOW TO KILL AN _ORGANIZATION

*Don’'t ocome to mestings. If you do,
coma late,

%If the veather doesn't wsuit you,
don't think of coming,

*If you attend, Find fault in the
work of others,

*Never accept an office - 1lt's
sasier to criticies,

*Bas angry 1f you'rea not appointad
to a committes.

*]1f you're ashed your opinlon, say
nothieg, Aftervard, tell everyone
how things should ba donas,

*Do no more than necessary.If per-
sons work tirelessly, complain
that tha group 1e run by a clique

*Don‘t botﬁ.r to get nev members.

*Don‘t tell leaders how the grcoup
can help you reach certaln goalws
= but if it doesn’'t, quit coming.

*When ycu attend a masting, vote
for womething and then forget all
about it after you go home,

*Agres to evarything at meetings;
disagres later.

"Gat all tha benafits your organi-
zsation provides, but daon’t make a
personal contributlon,

*Talk abouk co-operation but don't
practisa it

¥e, the willing

Lad by the unknowing

Are doing the impossiblae

For the ungrateful,

Wa havas dona so much

For so long, with so littles
¥a ara now qualified

To do anything, with nothingl
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program prior to arrest, before
any such gconajideration, Given the
fact that the swxpenss of such pre-
grams may not be easlly met, many
T8s soquire their hormones vithout
any preliminary lab test or follow
up bloed work from asympathatla
dootors - tha lagality of which ir
inconsequential, Regardless of pre
vious madlioal arrangemsnts, the
intake of hormones into the systen
is esnential for a wpeclifisd time
pariod - to advance reassignment.

There are fev (if any) slternat-
iver for T8s confined within the
prisaon aystem, The area of mediocal
health has besn aoccorded such oo-
ingtitutional under-pinning that
aven wverea aventual recommendation
for treatment forthooming, the
directives are so inoclusive that
revision would be required to cov-
er all the necessary requirements,

Unfortunately, prison physiclanws
under the snlightenment of conwer-
vative administrators are hesitant
to prescriba hormonas or cosmetio
surgery for the incarcerated 18,
solely on  their own initlative.
Prison psychiatrists and pyscholo-
gists proorastinate and are disin-
olined to diagnome any inmate as
transsexual. To avoid ths obvious

bureaucratic ocomplicatione and to
excessively oversimplify the situ-
tisn, they re-allocate the classi-
fication to that of ‘“gay". Thase
helping profssalonals try to con~
vince the depressed TS, should he
pkill perelst in treatment, that
his aszartion is s mieconception.

Medical science hazs yat to find
either cause or "oure" for trans-
sexualism (other than sen-reaszign
mant} nor has prolonged psychother
apy besn successful in altering a
T8'm identiFication with the oppo—
silte sex, including the desire for
surgical modilficmtion, Priwon phy-
slcians and administrators hars
Justified thelr decisions to deny

pre—op TSe therapy or surgery with:

a multitude of rationalizations,

Hormone therapy and asubsegquent
surgery is an acknovledged reshabi-
litative process. 1t iz difficult
to oconprehand that any tresatment
which has whown szuccasx in the
rehabilitation of a person can be
g0 disregarded by ths correctional
system, Dr. John Money, of Johnwx
Hopkine’ gender oclinio, has indi-
vidoally studied 24 cases from his
Eiles in an aktempt to objectively
datermine the consequencsx of the
surgical phase of mex-reassignment
in "soclal' terms finding it sig-
nificant that: "No patient aocquir-
ed a police record for the Firet
time, Following reassignment. The

majority...malt intc a lawv-ablding:

obhacurity...the cost toc society
for polioing and jalling transsex-

uals will not increase...it iws-

more likely Eto decreass."”

The frightening aspect regarding

the treatment of TSs is that our
Judicial system and Soclety may
well continue on its mizperceived
path of judgemant and may react as
snotionally-btased towards any fu-
ture sclentific advances. Through
the ages SBoclety has feared prog-
ress and changse, {cont'd,)






FREEMARTIN, by David Keith Cchler, Little, Brown and Company, Boston, 19681

Reviewed by Rupert Ra}

FREEMARTIN (s euphemiasm for F-M)
in one of threa books that paint a
black plcoture of female-to-male
transsexuals, These publications
portyay F-M TSs respactively as: a
paeude—transexzual (a misguided and
miadiagnosad masculina lesbisn)whe
changas back aftar sex-reasignment
turgery (lasblan-activist Diane
Feinberg®°s diary,

, ar mentally-il]l wom—
en who manifest a sariocus psycho-
sexual disorder (paychoanalyst
Leslis Lothstein’s ressarch study,

and as a sexually-
deviant, p-ychapnthlo killer who
murders women and mutilates their
corpaas {(Journalist/novellst David
Cohler’s murdermystery

"Dykes', 'payochos' and "sex-slay-
ors’ yeot] What next? Sacre bleu!

Cohler spins & bizarrs tals of a
so—ocalled post-operative F-M T3
named Carl Hewman (new man") vho,
after ingesting sale sax horaones
and undargoing surgery te create
an artifisial penis (into wvhich inx
implanted a hydraulio pump to make
erections) bagomes sex-cramed. Af-
ter having sexual relations with a
a runavay, a prostikute and a sco-
jety girl, ha stranglas aach one
(because of tbreatened blackmail,
attempted pensotomy and ridioulling
laughter, on their respective
parts). He then mutilates the dead
bodies by cutting out (excizing)
the breasts and genitals with a
pooket knife, Onoca tha police are
aftar him, Carl commlits sulcida:
His nude body ia found inside the
freszar where ha trimmed hesf for
a living ~ his head nearly decapi-
tated and his 1ifeless band still
Qlutching his *hard-on',

Sounds llke shades of “Dressed To
Kill" - the 1980 movie-thriller of
a mohizcphrenlc paychlatrist (sup-
ponedly a pre-op M-F TS) who fatal
ly =lashes his female patients
with a shaving razoer after making
love to them ag a man, becauss the
famale slde of hism split-personal-
ity bittarly ressented thasea mala
sexual urges, whiob suppressed her
emargence as a feminine identity.

“Fresmartin' means; ‘a sewually-
imperfect, urually sterile, Fomale
calf twinborn with a male; slsor a
Aimilar femala of another speciss"
(Webster’'s Third International Dic
tionary). In the book, Carl Newman
(who alsoc went by tha name "Brad
Brooks") ix tha fresmartin. Hs is
desoribed as & handsome, 130 or
3%-year-old, post-op F-H TS, S5'8%
or 5’9", 150 or 160 lbs., dresced
1n tight jeans, cowboy boots and
tousled black hair, very intelll-
gent but unstablas, volatile, abra-
sive, abusive and viclent - a par-
ody of tha machoe mkan. He hates
“Fage', admiras dary Coopar, John
Wayne, Charles Bronson and Clint
Eastwood, likes VYesterns and Coun-
try music, and swvears alot, He .has
a suntan and a rish baritons voics
like Marty Robbins., Ha wasz raised
on a Ffarm in the Amerlcan mid-
South by puriltanical parents vho
never mantiocned the word "sex'' and
whom ha had navar zasn nude. He
left homa for good at 16 and has
not baen back in 15 years. Ha vag
the tomboy typa and a "real hully.

The macabra story 1ls told partly
in the parspactiva of the villain
(Carl) in the form of a pre-taped
aonfession whioh the police play
after his death, The taps beglam:

You probably think I'm a Ersak,
That’s bacause you don’t under-
stand, Not yet. 1I'm going (vomty




FREEMARTIN (gont’d.}

to MAKE you understand....I'm
the kind of parson it takes

sone time to appreciate....I
want you to know ne as I was

and ag I am.. . Vhat I d1d, I

did. There vere reasons. But T
am not alone, There are many,
nany others 1llke me, So think
about tham, It may bka too late
for me but they hava dons noth-
ing, Think about all of us. And
sxamine your own attitude....

The novel is also reminiscant of
tha 1978 real-life case of Susan
Lynn Wood (a.k,a, Adam Hazel) - a
16-year—old, mentally-ill girl who
killed a Toronto taxi-drivar with
a basehall bat and knife, then out
off his ganitals and glued thenm to
her body to prove to the father of
her girlfriend that she was a man,
The courts found Suzsan not guilty
by reamon of ineanity and ordered
her to ba confined indefinitely to
a peychlatric hompital, One dootor
testified sha might bea a aultablae
candidate for sex-reamsignment but
eould regquire parychiatric treat-
ment for up to 25 years.

¥Was Cohler’'s central character
inspired pearheps by onew or both of
thase gandar-dysphorio schlraphre—
nica? And what vas his motive for
casting a transsexual as the "bad
guy'in this morbid gruesome story?
A clue is found in the Author's
Nota at thae back of tha boaok;

In 1late 1979, Johnms Hopkins
Medical Center in Baltimors, a
Pionear in the field of gender
reassignment, announced a ban
on such operatlons, A wstudy
whioch led to the institution’'s
decision noted that a -large
nuebar of gender reassignnents
falled to correct patients’
paychological problemsz, The
study urged institutions which
gontinue to allow transsaxual
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surgery to intensify precpera-
tiva psyohologleal moraaning
of prospective patients.

But was Carl truly transsexual?
It would certalnly appear so Lf wa
wors to take his words to heart:

I don't think there vaz an
axact moment when [ realized I
wvas in the wrong body., It resms
1ika I alvays knew. Even as a
kid,..I knsw I would grov up
to be a man., I vas the tomboy
typa...[not) the only tosboy
in sohool but the best,,,[And]

1 stayed a tomboy....Grovwnups
asked me what I wanted to he
when I grev up....l ansvered
prize-fighter or fighter pilot,
«r = iMenstruation] came as =&

real shock. Becauses I consider-
od myself a boy. I locked and
acted the part...I vasn't avare
of being a girl. I thought all

I had to do to ba treated liks

a boy was to behave like a boy
"cause that’s the wvay I FELT,..
It’s ny nature to be &a man, I
didn’t choose it, I wmerely wmade
my body vonform toe my nature....

Yet, he literally alsoc had ap
acute cane of ''panis envy':

I think I was Jealous of boys
but I didn*t know vhy. They
gsesned to have more freedom,,,
[It] seemed that because a boy
is tougher than a girl, he van
do mors, go farther....I waw
insanely jealous, I wanted what
he had, T khew I wanted a penis
of my very own, I have one now-
and I know how to usse it a lot
hattar than [him]...850 I bacans
ocbsessed with becoming a man...
COMPLETELY a man. The change
becans the most important thing
in my 1ife...I had 11 cperations
+..Phalloplasty...I got balls
too..,It was MY money and MY
cock, I wanted it gso bad I did
not cars about the pain...(oonbty




FREEMARTIN (eont’d.)
And he was definitely anti-social
not to mentlon paychopathlo:

1 wasm...the moat aggressive
[tamboy] ...[ was a real bully,
one of those mean types that
hang around the achoolyard just
hoping for mome dops to get in
the way...I finally atopped
FoFping kids for no reaszon...I
wan,..tough,.,I oould take care
of myself._.I didn’'t let pacple
fuck me around, They could see
I don’t take shit from nobody,
.e.YOU wouldn't want to kick
sand in my fage...l don’t like
fags much, But T naver basat onas
Up...1 hit har vhen she said
that...the kind of thing a man
haa got a right to do to keep
his woman in line., .Nobedy
treate ME that vay. You’ll find
out. You’ll find me astrong...
And I oan fight back,

Wall, it’s moxre than cbvious that
tha story’s antagonist happened to
be one of those extremely unstable
transsaxualas {(and thers are a fev
of them out there) but surely they
are in the minority| Bo why didn't
Cohler antiocipate British Jourmal~
ist Wendy Nelson’s example and pen
4 sympathetic yet objective biogra
Fhy of & transexual (s) (as sha did
in har 1982 book,

“the moving story of Chris & Cathy
the flrst transsexual parents'? In
fact, one of Nelson’m raasons for
writing the book was to try to help
the married coupls gain some Flnan-
cial support for their respective
surgeariee through publio enlighten-
ment of their plight - a far ory
Exraow Cobler’s ocuriocus motlvaklon
for his espurlous work of Fietion!

[As an aslde, 1 intend to write
a4 “paper* on the media’s variabie
covearage of Etranssexuals - which
will inolude a comparimon of both
Cohler’as and Nelaon's treatmaents,

reprasenting two divergent perspec-
tives of a common {(and too-common-
ly misunderstood) subject matter.]

So, vhen iz sopeone finally goling
to come up with a gecent portrayal
of an (FM) transsexual ()7 True,
wo'va alrsady had some fine efforts
from Radclyffa Hall, Marioc Martino
and Lou Sullivan. Now, what about
the rest of you out there? I hope
you're not wvaiting for me to do itl

TRAMSSEXUAL YOICE

A nawalaiter by and ahout transsexualy
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- 193 AL )

r San Francisqo Exlnln.r,
Mar., 24, 19687. A Sacramsnto post-
op F-M1 TS and his wife are sulng
Prudential Insurance Co. for more
than 91 million in punitive damag-
es for failing to pay a 910,000
claim for a hysterectonmy porfornod
six months ago because of an in-
flamed uterus that had to be re-
moved, The plaintiff had s mastec-
tomy in 1981 - before signing up
for insurance coverage at his work
rlace, Prudential officlals will
not pay tha clalm becauss "if hae's
a man, he's not suppozxed tc have a
uterus,”" Melvin Belli, the coup-
le’s attorney, 1s alsc charging
Prudential with allagedly disorim-
inatory bshavior towards them,

Health, Newvsvesk, Jan. 12, 1987.

REAR ABBY: 1 Slept With A Plastic
Han, San Francisco Chronicle, Dwo.
3, 1986, Abigail IR - o1 1.
woman wvho wvants to know if her
lover is a post-op F-M TS and If
ssx~changes are regliestered, "Ask
him", for the first, and "No, it's
a private matter', for the second.

IVIN _DOYS GET SEX CHANGE BECAUSE
EARENTG WAN] GLELS (photos), The
San, Auwg, 5, 1986, l-hnsolh
36, a Vast Gnrnan mothar, wam so

disappointed after glving hirth to
tvin boys, =zhe convinced har hus-
band Rudelph and Dr, Heinrich Bol-
ling to turn them intoc daughtere.
Bolling was against the idea but
later agreed when Hansel told him
Af he refused she wvould get ancoth-
er doctor to do the operaticon, He
fears ths girls may becoms sdult
men trapped inside surgloally-

altered female bodies, which could
lead to paychological problems,

{photom), The
Examiner, July 15

LOVING MOM BECONE DAD - SO HE CAN
MARRY QIRLFRIEND

: ) . 1986, F-M TS
Gabriele (nes Rosalba) i

M, of Perugia, 1taly, and the
mother of two, had a sex-change
operation (the first for an Itall-
an wvoman) eo she could marry her
girlfriend of four years - Laura,
28, a psychologist. She mays: "The
only real men are transsexuals bhea-
cause they’'re 2180 women,"Gabriele
axplaine: "I wvar a boy trapped in
a girl’s body." Her masouline Eeel
ings continued even after marrying
Aldo, and mothering two ochildren:
Pacola, 14 and Pacla, 10. So, after
11 yesare of marriaga, it sndad in
divoros.Gabriele began taking male
hormonaes in 1962, and grew a beard
and developed a2 man's volice.

guY_ _SUES  DRUG _ C(
; Weekly Yorld

News, July 1, 1986, A 38-year—old
man i suing E.R, Squlibb & Sons-
one of 200 companies that manufac-
tured the artificlal female hormont
diethylstilbestrol (DES) - for #9
million, claiming that becauss of
DES taken by his mother before he
was born, he spent 14 frustrating
years as an embarrassed, tomboyish
girl named Kathleen, The unidenti-
fied plaintiff told the Torrancs,
California jury ¢(who ruled against
him) the DES stopped production ef
the male hormona testosterons and
left him with a femals body. At 15
a dootor discovered his testicles
had not dezcended from his abdomen
g0, ha had a sex-change operation
and changed his name. The man sald
the drug company vas nagligent for
not determining the sffects of DES
on unborn children and in ignering
lab tests that showed 1t arrested
genital davelopment in animals.

[BEditor'e Note: Acknowlesdgemant im
long overdue to Carl E,, Lou, Joe
W., Barbara and Leo for perlodical
ly sending in newsclippings, Ta‘.]




























Latters To The Ediitor (cont'd.)
Desr Rupert Raj:

Since I would 1like to help in
any way with a comprehensive 18
manual, pleass =mand me the survey
questionnalre, 1 am a post-op H-F,

I found your article “Burn—Out"
in The T8 VYoijce worthwhile and a
kit sad, Not everyone is ablse to
do what you do. For understandable
reasons many post-ops want nothing
mora than to leave bahind years of
Pain, as vall as the TS label, and
get on with thair 1ifae,

1 tried to be of help by compil-
ing a bibliography of articles and
bocks on transsexualism (a term I
dislike as it 1s too often used as
4 label), DBesides extensive houra
of work, 1t involved conslderable
expense and travel - only to find
no interest (a lesson learned). As
] haven't a car, it'w difficult teo
halp with any support groups. It's
not that many people aren’t inter—
ested in helping, it 1s sometimes
lack of money (or, in my canse,
transportation, as well).*

1 used to attend the Gateway Gen-
der Alliance mestings in San Josae
but was never aszked for help, only
money. Yhen suggestions wvere made,
the “I'm the bors" attitude of the
group leader made many withdraw
from offering anything, With the
denlse of GGA the Rainbowv Gender
Awsoclation now has spasakers, pok-
lucks, a newslettar, more attend-
ance and & bank aoccount with some
funds. Vhile tha group is malinly
TV (as wam GOA) the TS segment ie
aocotive, I've baksd rafreshmants
and helpad =set up Eor mestings.
RGA encourages & group eoffert-
something never snoouraged at GGA,

A problem with the T5 community
is that 1t’s more in flux than the
TV community. "Irans'” is an aoccur-

ate reflaction of most TSs - whosms
goals tend towards accsptance ans
part of the malnstream world of
mon and wvomen, instead of (am [
porceive 1t) the goal eof TVe to
gain acceptance of their "1iFe-
style" and who seem to identify ars
TVs more so than TSz do am 13,

1 (aw wsall as many othara) facae
the oonfliot of wishing to halp
others, and at ths same time avold
idantification as "T5" rather than
as male or female, I feel Lhis is
the weakness of self-help efforts
for and by TSs. The group in lews
stable population~vize <(and seams
to be a trana—itional “group'') as
“members'' try to integrake and
function in woolety ar men or wom-
on, not as ISs. I stil] face the
problem of how to be of help and
yst avoid being viewad by scolety
as "T9" rather than as a wvoman, If
you know of a solutlion to this di-
lenan, pleonss let me know, **

If it wers not for the efforts
of yourself and others many peaople
would never havs known vhere - or
how ~ to make the transition. Inm
this alone, your efforts have pre-
van iavaluable. Unfortunately many
of us oannot become full-time or
professiomnl advooates., While I
can (and do) correapond with and
offer support &o those wtill in
transition, lack of money and a
oar limits more activity, Please
don't think too harshly of ms for
belog unable to be as you.

——(Nane withheld by request)

[*Mor d¢ I own a car or have any
monsy to my name, but that doesmn’t
atop ma from doing the work I de,
8ti111, I wish I could get padd for
thir almoat EFull-time avocation.

#%Yes, I think I do and naxt lssue
I'll be proposing a list of sugges-
ted ways 1in vhich 18 “consumers"
oan helyp out in the T8 (oont’d.)







Letters To The Editor (oont’'d.)
experiencad anything even remotely
like it himself,

¥hila I can imagine your feslinga

vhen reading how you '"“forgot' and
bagan to cross your legs at the
thighs, you =must realizas that you
opan yourself up to this sort of
criticism when ycu, an apparently
normal man, announce that you used
tc ba female, The viawar will than
sorutiniza you relentlassly for
any sign of remainlng femininity-
as indesd I myself do when meseting
another transsexual.

Az far az that raporter’s preco-
cupation with “‘sex'', that's the
only framework im which the aver-
age reader can relate to cour life-

snoompassing problem, In truth,
the =subtle distinotion betwean
“lesbian" and "“"male-in-a-female-

body making love to a woman' only

axists in the mind of that TS (and
hopafully, hias lovar). Tha trans-
sexual should acoept the Eaoct that
his oomplex state-of-mind ia bey-
ond the grasp of all bui tha moxt
sensitive and enlightened.l cringe
at the antica of a fev militant
TSs who depand public aaceptance
and try to foros the public’s sym—
pathy and estasm. Most peopls have
never met a transsexual, Therefore
they base their perceptions of usx,
AN & group, on one voocal sxample,
1, for ona, do not care to ba jud-
ged by one TS who appearz on radio
or TV and succeeds (through hix
own fault or the mediators) only
in looking like a freak.

Instead, TSz should concentzate
on building wupport within thelir
own ranksa, (1 have basn pleasantly
surprizead by the extansive network
that already existes - within a few
months of discovering what “TS"
means I feel I've acoass to every
T8 publication and organisatiom in

North America).Yes. we are freake.,

i

TSs should understand what that
means. It means ve are a small se-
lect group. Each one of us ims a
unigus and gpeglal individual, who
for some reason, has Dbesn given a
challenge that’s outside the axpe-
rience, beyond even the cvowprshan-
sion of the average human belng.
Our experiance should sllow us to
transoend judging anyena by appaar
ance, vhether TS or not. It should
snable us ko truly understand and
sympathize with the problems of
males and femalaa, since we alone,
of all pecple on the Earth, have
firsthand knowledge of both. What
a unique and Fortunate viewpoint|

Instead of demsanding acosptance
as transsexuals, wve should conoen-~
trate on presenting a digmnified,
impeccable €front, as normal mpale

« I don't know why (RE
thsa Glcba and Mail) you chisated
to the statemeat that TSa “lomng
radically to be averaga.' ¥When I’m

amin, 1 hopse to "fade into the
voodwork" and live as normal a
male life as I can. I know othar

TSs feel the same. And if I'm lab-
allad a "“transssxual", I hopa I am
Judged on my own merits, not the
inage that TSs - if thay'rs not
careful - oreate for themselves,
of being tormented, frustrated
people, whioh, unfortunately, dus
to the pature of our problem, must
in some ways bs true. '

Thank you far letting me alr my
views, I do not mean to imply you
are one of tha militant® TSs 1 com
plain about .5inoe I've never heard
you speak, I azsune you are ook,
Your efforts on bahalf of F-Ms are
appreciated, by this one at least,

==Kevin from Laguna Beach, Calif,

{"Wean, I am "militant" (but not
radical) and lobby politiolans for
TSe' human rights, and speak out
against sax-ressarchers/theraplets
and the nedia vhen thare is nasd.]}












