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Notes from the famous Georgia Min-
atrels :—We are etill in Colorado playiny
to the capacity of the houses. We bave
fonnd better business than we anticipat.

.ed, and only hope Kansas, a8 it has al-
ways done, will prove as good Our
roster remains the same: Ed Tolliver
and Kid: Langford, Ozcar Cameron and
W. C. Craft on the extreme enda, as-
.glasted by M. D. Houseley snd Lewis
Wright. Oar ballard siogers, J. A
Watts, tenor sololet; John E Sherman,
basso sololst, and R. L. Wilson, baritone
sololst. The ollo s as follows. The
great Shields, hoop jaggler, barrel
jomper and elack wire artlst of rare
ability. Mr Shields is acknowledged
by press and pablic to present the most
unique act for opening an olio in exiat-
ence to-day. He is followed by W. C.
Craft, the well known comedian of
many years' experience. We wounld
only flatter ourselves should we try to
tell the publid about W.C. Craft as
a comedian, or anything on_tlLe etage
tkat our people do. Mr. Craft jast
takes anything in the song line tbe
stage managcr or the company suggest
tor him, and makes 3 screamer of it.
He is followed by the Alabams Qar-
tette, & quartette that can follow any-
thiog on any program &od leave amid a
continuous yell. This quartette’is com-
posed of fonr genial genglemen. viz
E. J. Burton, Kid Langford, Dawvid
Smith and O:zcar Cameron. These are
four people whom the writer can not
add to thelr reputation, their experience
belng far ahead of most of the critles
of today. They are followed by the
Houseley Bros.’ grand and gorgeous
muelcal act. Theese boys nampd their
act from the headings of differeat press
notlices, viz: *The Honeeley's Ewpor-
fum of Music.'” We fiad ourselves
agaln incompetent of criticielng an act
- composed of #o much real maslcal talent
as these brothers poseees INext comes
the drill of the Black Watch. They
leave their audience screaming nightly
and the entire company 18 egotistic
over this drill, and actually belleve we
have all shows bested in a real artistic
drill. We appreciate this act so highly
that w{have a march written and ded-
jcated to this ‘tamous drill ~It's'there,
that's all. Next comes the favorite
Monologulst, considered by the press to
ase the best stuff handled by any of his
class in the entire country. The people
endorse the eentiment of the press in
ocommending Mr. Tolliver’s monologue
work. Mr Tolliver 1s also steward of
the great Willlamette Clob and gole
promoter of the Mostache ball to be
given by the clab in .18 Vegas S M.,
Xmas. Following this comes tua Ala
bama Quartette in a farce comedy act
and trick tumbling. This act Is.ac-
knowledged by all ehow people who
have eeen it to be the best cloelng‘ a
ninstrel show ever had. Our cowpany
had an open date which was epeot in
Denver the 12th inst. While there we
were wired that we could notcome to
Central City, Cel, on the 13 h fnst,
hence remained in Denyer for another
day, and we are proud to gay that the
people of Denver were tod nice for us,
thus causlng many of the boys to think
it was Xmas. It was the first timein
Denver for many of the boys, although
they have been West for & few years,
‘but when the clabs and different placee
of amnsement began to open to the
boys, some of their eyes flaw open as if
it were Greater New York. Theycame
to the cara aud pat on clothes that have
not been ont of thelir trunks since Can-
ada White Melton Raglans were on the
street. From seven to eight wentina
banch with diamonds‘sparkling throngh
their gloves, and to eay that the hoye
put in two of the livellest daysof the

* double season ia putting it mld. Some

of the boys made good investmentsin
Denver, among whom were Ozcar Cam-
eron and W. C Cameron. and the most
notable of all was made by ocur genial
stage manager, Mr. Thos. F. Edwards,
who purchaeed a diamond ring for §i5.
He would flatly refase $125 for it any
day unless forced to sell. ®We bave to
give Mr. Edwards credit forlaying for
theee kind of snaps, and he seems to
always have money enough to save
them. The Houseley Bros. send their
best regards to Jas H. Harrls and Jas
H WWilson, and wish toesay to Mr. Har-
ris that they are dolng well and bope
the eame of him. Oar entire company
send regards to Wm. Porter, and re-
quests bim to wakeap. We arecoming
that way. A merry Xmas toall

! dolng flne work.

Eberhard’s **Holiday in € oo%’towu"
are laying off in tndianapolis antil atter
the Holldays The show has had very
good succees thronghout Illinois arnd
Indiana.

Notes of MoCabe & Youong's Black
Trilby:—'‘Bnsiness ¢ontloues blz in
North Dakota The company got into
Carriogton at 10.20 at night and showed
to a packed house, and to cap 1t all we
arrived at E:mond at 12 15 p m.toopen
the new opers honse und showed to &
packed honse at 2150 per head We
then gave a concart after the rhow at
S0centa aplece afterwhich we gave a
ball and danced till the train pulled out
for New Rockford at 9 o'clock next
rorning, Tom Mslatosh, little Harold
McCabe and baby Lucia McCabe are
doing an actthatis the bit of the season
Prof, Brown jrined the comoany last
week, The Palmers and thea Oxens are
The compaov will
spend Christmas io Liebon, N. D,
where D W, McCabe has arranged a
big Christmas tree aud receptinm for the
company. D W. McCabe is doing all
klnds of work in ddvance and the
ghost walks on time. .

P G LOWERY
The Recognized Cornet Solotst and Barnd
Master, Aes't Manager 4 Paw & Sells,
Vaudeviile Co also Manager Swalns'
Nashville Stadents. .

—

Kansas City and Kat;sas Notes :~—The
Great Eastern show has closed. Mr.
Shelby, leader of the bapd reports good
businesa done by the cc‘?mpany.- and that
their last stand was Satarday, Dec. 14
in Denison, Tex, from which place they
jamped into Kansas City, their winter-
ing quarters. They open some time in
May. There is one barber shop bere
where most professlionals can be foand
at all times, that {s the place of Mr.
Willls Jackson, on Grand avenne and
Sixth street. Mr. Jackson is an old
showman. He was one reason with
Caldaner's Minstrels, the Georgia Min-
strels In 15%7-53, and & number of other
shows. In hls prime he was faid to
be one of the best taba and double bass
violin players in the business. Hia re-
gards to all professionals, hoplng when
in the ¢ity yon will e¢all The Freeman
is also on eale there. Gayer and West's
Minstrels are in their last week at the
Wigwam Theater. Roster of company.

Gayer and West, Prof, F. B, Woods,
manager; B. Ownes, stage manager;
Comediavs Billy.Ownes and C H. Wil-
tlams; W, M Fletcher, Challenge buck
dancer; F, Henderson, *Qmisk Feeby;”
Mz, Bemery's base eolo, “Down in the
deep let me sleep:” fiaally, *'1'll bet it
all,” by Fletcher, Bigins and Williams;
the great and only prima donas, Mrs. C.
B Woods, singing **Will yon love when
the lilles are dead The olio Is very
strong, making the show on the whole
a good one Misa A. Foster, of the
team of Foster & Henderson, is on the
sick list Mr Bostick and wife are
expected to jrin the “"Honolulu Coors’
cxmpany  Billy Oxnes sends regards
Smart & Williame, Richard and Lottle
Brown. C (. Hill sends regards to
George Rhone and Buddie Glenn. The
Williams send regards to Messra. Qalan,
Ouakes & Allen, and a merry Christmas
to all.

GORDON (. COLLINS
The Clrver C yiuediun Uue of the Prin-
clpais with Swain s Nasaville Scwudeats.

THE 20TH CENIURY PERFORMER

I\ 1. ED GREIN. s
Some men are born great.* some
ashieve greatness, while others have
greatness thaust upon them, is a say-,
ing that dates away back to the good
old days when the public at large was
ager to grasp any amd all sayings of
value,  Just as a4 new century c¢ame
comes the new performer eager to
grasp all new {deas and very much the
stecessor of the old firm “song and !
dance team.” As from a dream the
langmd writers of color have awah-
ened and have set their fertile brains
to work ‘on newer themes the far-
famed minstrel, though huch improved
seems but a ghost in a haunted house.
Le., one that never walks, and jet he
1s &' king.” (I mean the ghost) and
would not stop to lay in am”Bus1™ to
molest a poor Knight of Burnt {‘ork |
In this new xentury there is no~one
that can  help noticing the rapid
strides the profession is making and
the eastern star, viz., sicess is but
a short distance away. Special noticé
can be made of the style and manner
song and play-writers of color are use-
ing their selection of themes, arts,
ete.  Messrs. Shaw and Divon, a duo ;|
of young men stationed at Chicago are
among the best of successful writers
that find the single word title a sue-
cess. Ruby, Queenie and Lily, and
Gracie are latest from their pens.
Messrs. Dunbar and Cooke have out-
elassed all and placed hefore the pub-
Yie a real tomic-opera sung and acted
by artists of coler, with the polished
Bob Cole at their head. and so we
could use thiseentire column in shedk-
ing words of praise of the 20th century
performer, bhut we heg a few words in
a friendly way to this ever ready
“George Washington” actorman who
differs in one degree. Since hoyhood
you have heen reading that little story.
i.e.. “Father. I did it with my little ;
hatchet ™ Only *“George” safd he

conldn’t tell a le. There is where the
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difference comes. We have in our
midst a vast number that continue to
do it with their little hatchets, but
can really tell a , My pen refuses
to write the word. We have thought
of this matter quite a number of years
and have come to the conclusion that
the little hammer you knock with is
only dangerous to the wielder if every
knock is a boost.- Some poor unfor-
tunates ought to be at this hour a res-
ident of Jupiter or Mars. The 20th

century performer is thie norseless (ar-
riage of acting vehicles. We are glad
to note the success of each vaudeville
artist. There is 2 mania predominant.
i.e., to beat the head of one’s own con-
pany. The list will be worth ten-
tioning.” As  20th  “‘centurianites”
(mine) we have the unbleached Amer-
jcan. the two real Coons,” the “Black
Patti,” the “Black Swan.” and a num-
ber of titles Leyond my reach. Ve
wish to thank dear “Tat™ for his in-
terest in our welfage, at times we al-
most imagine we are friends, but how
conld we be when we have never met.
We would suggest that you write a
pamphlet entitled “I Did it with my
little hammer.” I have several new
poems but your” pen is mightier than
my sharp hatchet. All other names
uiminish to a microscopic finish when
Lrought * into comparison with
“Chester” Bronzefield

* Ladson B. Alston, the boy that hailed

from Columbla, 8 C, is progresstng in

lthe profession very rapidly. He has

béen out West since his retorn from

ustralia and has played all of the Eest
hotees out there. He was one of the

The subject of this sketch was born
fn Dyersburg, Tenn., January 4, 1s=2
His parentsa died a few months la
ter, but fortonately his grandmother
and sunt took him to raise In 1835
tbey moved to.Memphis, Tenn., and
three years later the was placed in
school where he stayed bat two terma,
for, unfortunately, his aunt-died and he

was compelled to afmﬁdon school and

start to labor to support his grand.
mother., He first fonzd a positionina
clothing store, where he worked quite a
while. From there he next found a
placein a factory where he stayed for
an indefinite period. Becoming tired of
manaal labor, he decided to open a
boot-black stand at the corner of Madi.

_Houes, and while

eon and Miin streets, in frontof C.L
Bsrd's jewelry store, which sapported
them both for three years. In 1594 he
lost bis graudmotber, and having saved
quite a sum of money, he decided to
quit' the boot-black bueinees and he
then went to work at the Grand Opera
there he learned
considerable-about the etage His first

L4

pany disbandéd and he went back to
Chicsgo. He then janed a doctor’s
show waoere he stajed quite a while ana
establiehed the reputation as one of the
best female impersonators in the coun-
try. Henext joined A G Allen’s New
Orleans Minstrels In 1699 and has beeso
a favorite until the present and {8 mak-
ing nightly hits in bis eiogle tarn. He

e N

appearance before the pnblic was with

& bome talent company, and.with daily
practice’he was soon " fit for the public
eye. Ig 1897 he decided to see some of
the world and left for Chicago, where
he soon joined & company known as
Bell’s Novelty company, being theon'y
colored person with the organizaticn.
But after being oat two \;!eeke the com

AUGUSTUS STEVENS, FEMALE IMPERSUNATOR.

will soon stage one of Papinta’s famous
serpentine dances, and pext season be
will be known as the Male Papinta
After having beea the favorite with A
G. Allen’s Minztrels for two years, the
managers have gotten out a epecial

pap(er for him which s very showy.
Regards to all friends.

_AREVIEW OF THE STAGE’

EY SYLVESTER RUSsHLL

After tvelve months of more or less
observation of the distinguished ele-
ment of Afro-American actors, a sec-
ond annual review in the Christmas
number of “The Freeman™ is again
presented.

During the past and present seasons
there has been a few surprises worthy
of note. with some incidental features
herein recorded with regret..

The chief topic for regret is the
shelving of A Trip to Coontown™ in
the height of its popularity and the
dissolving of partnership of its two
stars, Bob Cole and Billy Johnson. It
is rumored. however..-that Bob Cole
will star in a new play next season.
which.if true. will be a highly inter-
esting advefit from two standpoints,
viz.. the ability of this star to shine in
a new role and the ierits of his new
comedy.

Bob Cole, without inrther explana-
tion. can be said to be thé fnremoat
comedian of his fare. and for this rea-
son. if Billy Johnson were t4 suppart
him in his new yenture. it mauld he
better for both. in these da.s %hen
popularity is so soon to wane

Earnest Hozan. the pepular ... -
dian. has promised the public and no-
tified the profession in general tor *ne
past season of his forthcoming tour a«
a star.

Mr. Hozan made an enjovable run
on the New York Theatre Roof Gariden
(Cherty Blossom Grove) last summer,
and the workl now stands_ready to

attitude displayed by Mr Hozan in a
recent theatrn al adivertisement was
indeed onite obvious

W S Clereland who had the good

see him as a star, but the professional,

colored suows commended for us

genuine race songs by cowsred wnt.

Sidney L. Perrin's.”My Dinah
Al Johm's and Elmer Bowman's
Way Back and Sit Down™ were ;. -
fections which swept the ecoun:
while Will Marion Cooke and Will
cooe have contributed musical num' .
to prominent Broadway produeti

The geod behavior of the (h.
girls of the big cities companie~
been commented upon. but their s
make-up criti ised—little more pow
and less red paint is advisable.*

Tom Melntosh 15 a gool come
who was generally considered bay
cause he stayed en the stage too 1
Skinner Harris and other good «:
dians do the same thing.

Listen what the white folks say

Just jollyZa cona along.

I yon want to die =

He'll stay on the staze too long.

Too lonz’—"That's no lie *

The Black Patti Troubadours o -
th be the hest sinzing organization
. the seasnn, th- « horus beins quite n.

' perfedtion.

i The solos rendered by Mme Siss .
-#tta Jopes ithe Black Pattir are
beu? ahe Bas erver Vet sbler ted her vo

I+ mph hertes than in the past thn

~ 430ns and a v oes 1o counal b
tTHRoRS onr fema'e wngers hoge <ty
ma he o he diacnvered
{f The ¢ahe wals induting Jdam®-
roate, wiil cont nue to be popular a-
well the Tror badour guarteite whod
,3 8% 100 mus h o lassical musie The
<how on 1t oagmal lines 8 o~ comd
as =ver Tedlie Trplet as Hotto G-
ated a n-w anreal bt good Filipine,
“Barney e gien ar the hills o the
LOmMPANY AT s o P nlldog now

THE HOTTEST CooXN IN DIXIE.

The a'ove na» « 7 nlay 18 an \fro-
Ameriean musaal tatie comands be
Fhil R Cihiler, 11 proprietor, bt 1

«an be 1arlry seen that Bob Kelloy b2 -

created s onn na t and woven tt.
rlay aroand himse It w.th much or th
raatertal wed gm0 A Trip to Cony
toan 10 disgaiee o~ 2 Tonpdation o

the plor - Stace 3 Trip to Conntown
Was or.ginallyv o r tocotber by B
Cole. Bulv Johnson Jeese Shpp o
CBrown and Rob Kelev ot aloe s nee

~o.m ~itan<Ze That Mre _Relley should
yse sarhie of his tormer pdegas over

agauin A\~ Lom boose Mr Kelley g nle
a wortk. it Hi- monologue s o0
telligent cnd ntecosfing throvehoe

and e 1- pow distonorly to the fore
a comTiar o a pk o+ he haw labor |
or ya' - ) attin
Joe Hodirs and Lota Taunhmers are
prominent!y i cthe cast Thess» 1w
are very kFrenchy and very fiieT M-
‘Taundbeyvre s a wiell trained. tinst
"(lass <t and haracter g tress
Some of themmsie 1~ by Al ahd
“emed to Dlease "
SONS OF HAM
Wiltln = aned Walher s datsst v Lo
1Is a s <ol edition of “Sons of Ham
an Aho-\merran impiobable nin-
Foal eomo dy by Steveh o Cassin and
Jesse v Shapp
A review of this plas must ne -
sarily 'z at mto omparisan w» thoy
VeTrip o Coontown.”  Cassinand 8 g p
have noven togethir sothe eXee ont
Jwork pertaimmng to oollege hifs ot
they basve failed to we nve the 1ot
,around the stars - The fove scenes 1
fare esasive  and  incomplete, I
yrhanges ot first 4t have sent rthe
stars farther away fiom the plot than
ever. The first entfance of the star- an
the tollege gronnds Jareethy after a i
max’ {(as seen last” ~rason) was §uite
the proper thing aml far more mnter. <t
1z than a street vauderviiie entran. .
lert Wiljiams and George \Walker are
imterestinz and bound to be goiml in
any =ort of a soon play, but in a plav
of this elass their well known vauwder-
viite specialties should e dropped en-
tirely. The stars simfly waltz arouml
the plav as two impossible students.
“The Zulu Babe s a snedial treat and
shows what wunusually elever work
Williams and Waiker can do with new
fileas. Jes<e Shipp .is an excellent ar-

i~

tor when he does not enter inta the

leadlog men with the “'Colored Arlstoo-'j"-" of his onn acting of plous parts

racy” company lst season und this year
he i3 at present stage manager of Hoyv-
ard McCarver’s “Honolala Coon Co.”

He sends regards to all friends in an
ont of the profession.

\I\nrtune in securing William H. Win-
dom. contra-tenor singer, for the open-
uk'\uf his Chicago Minstrels, stated a

few\ yehrs ago that he did not like
Windom's vowe.  Mr. Windom's voice
1s a rare oney it is his natural voice
and' can’not be termed a real falsetto.
He also hnows how to sing a ballad
better than most men do. or any oth-
er singer Mr. Cleveland could hire.

Hilly Ellrige. who died last winter.
was a much admired comedian and
Mrs. Georgr R. Wilson's death was pa-
+thetic and everylLody was sorry for her
two sweet children. the prettiest and
cutest little cake walkers upon the
stage N

The song-writing business seems to
, be tlonrishing. The colored writers
rmust be praised for coon songs that
are mot altogether insinuating and the

The Reese hrothers and Fred Dotizlass
ean boast of being expert athletie acro-
bhats. ., 4

Pete Hamption and Georze Catlin a< .

the old nfan and Chinese respectivelt
were goad. Miss Anmna Ress is a tre
fle overdrawn, red-faced mammie, who
conld he more true.

Misses Lottie Williams and
Mackey were pleasing. What a pith
Miss Markey is net singing Aecooe
“My Samoai Beauty” anl 2o displa
her beautiful cnoiralto voliee. Miss Ad
Overton takes advantage of a—greats
chance than ever to display her ver<:
tility as a soubrette. Her wardrobe
that ostentatious blue gown—is ver
riech and Serv pretty. feor she is Mr-
George W. Walker now.

When Llovd Git s sinzs “The Stor:
of the Rose,” a waltz song changed -
» long meter tune. everybody looks®
leader. Aecoore anid wonders whe .
ranged it. Mr. Gibhs has a splend
tenor voire and the dear publie sigh-
Mr Gibbs. please do sing everything .
Little faster There is a tableaux ~c«1
in the play which s too long and we

——

CHONTINTED ON SIXTEFNTIE 1 A

ow bookiog shows for thir and next season

TICKS TIVOL

Dec. 20

MEMPHIS, TENN..New Show every week alwa gond 2
Johnton und Reid wire 81 De Soto &treit. exrempbls’,-"r‘e';gf B OREEY

! lancers
J.ED GREEN. Manager.

ARTHUR L. PRINCE

Slac-k Wire Artist en route with
\V. I. Swain’s Nashville Students.

SHERMAN JONES £t Liberty

Coraet and 2ud Violin,
responsible people write,

refer good locatt
e Barber, strictly »
1015 Rittenhonse Street, Cincinnati

‘e

Rood lively t)wn, a

Abie:

OpenedA

/

e < e v ity v s g

R. R. CBURCH AUDITORIUN-

i EMPHIS, TENN
. VAUDEVILLE SHOW Every Night. N

LEW HALL MaNAGER.
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