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Tue METAMORPHOSTIS.

D O not pretend to give my reader

an hiftory of fomeTribades, who have
rendered themfelves famous in wearing
men’s apparel, and in alluming their man-
ners and conduét. I am of the fame fen-
timent with Voltaire, who preférred the
gentle and amiable Agnes Sorel, to the
martial and mafculine Joan of Arc, or
the celebratpd Maid of Orleans. Nor
am I ambitious of relating ‘the memoirs
of that virago who fell in love with a
grenadier, who ferved in the fame regi-
ment, and who was not difcovered till

the fuppofed foldier was in the firaw: -

and ftill lefs that Bearded lady of Ton-

nerre, whom Europe ftill ought to call.

the Chevalier Deon*.—The fubjeét of
this little tale, is a' timid, delicate beau-
‘ty, who has no pretenfions to heroifm,
or to pride in qualities unworthy of her
HTEEES

In the North of England lived a young
and lovely creature the daughter of a coun-
try gentleman, whole eflate was reduced to
an humble hundred pounds a year. 1In
this confined flate of his finances, he was
obliged to fupport a wife of a noble ex-
trattion, a {on, and two daughters. Hen-
ry was at the univerfity, and his two daugh-
ters as rich in their mental and perflonal
charms as they were poor in fortune. The
eldefl in particular, Armida Fenworth, was
the moft beautiful.  The elegance of her
thape, the expreffion of her eyes, the
bewitching {mile, the auburn curls that
floated down her 1vory neck, her magical
little mouth, &c. beggared all defcrip-
tion.

A eertain fon of a newly created ba-
ronet, whofe anceftry and mode of en-
tiching himfelf, had entailed difgrace on
his ‘country, 'became enamoured of the
portrait juft fketched. The father, weary
of his confined mode of life, and thinking
that money alone was true nobility, re-
ccived this demi-fatyr with the greateft
diftin@ion, and admitted him to pay his
addrefles to his daughter.  Armida ‘look-
ed upon her lover with a contempt mix-
ed with a kind of horror. She recalled
the virtuous precepts fhe had been taught
from her earlieft infancy, and the abjeét
ftate, of thofe who from the dregs of the
people, had arifen to opulence by fraud,
rapine ortreachery. The unworthy baro-
net wore in' his countenance the ftrong
language of infolence, ignorance, cun-

Euror,Mas,

ning and duplicity ; his ‘lady was one of
thofe Old Cats, who delighted in no=
thing but pride and f{candal ; and the
daughters were the higheft patterns of ug-
linefs and: affeGtation. = Armida contem-
plated this ennobled family, and fhudder-
ed at the idea of being the viftim.of her
father’s ill-timed,cupi«ﬁty. She dared not
to open her bofom, and yet the prepara~
tives were advancing. In this predica=
ment {he confulted a%'ew of her chofen in«
timates to know if it were poffible that a
virtuous young woman, without friends
or money could make her way in the ca-
pital ? fhe even interrogated the fitters,
who dwelt with a kind of extacy on thole
popular beauties who fhine in all public
places ; they made the panegyric of thofe
men who have the reputation of living
in a certain ton, and are liberal with their
purfes.  Above -all, thofe who figured
on the *Theatre were confidered the
moft cnviable of every other fituation in
the world.

But, are there none.others in the ca-
pital refpeéted than kept miftrelles and
aftrefles ? faid Armida. . ‘

* "Perhaps, there may bé'a few, but we
do not know them. There are in faét
many gentlewomen to be found, but they
are all rich, or are the daughters of ban-
kers, brokers, or newly returned nabobs.
But a beauty with every human accom-
plifhment, without money or friends, how
1s fhe to make her way .in a capital ! fhe
muft either become a milliner or a me-
nial fervant; but both of thofe conditions
are infinitely beneath thofe who have
decent incomes for their attentions to
men of rank and fortune. Her other
acquaintances gave fuch a frightful pic~
ture of the feduétions and mifery attend-
ing mere perfonal attraltions, that fhe

‘hefitated on what to refelve, except that

of the neceffity of quitting her father’s
houfe.  Armida faw that it was too dan-

gerous to' venture into town in the drefs °

apgropriated to her fex. The idea fug-
gelted a plan; and a few days previous
to the nuptials, fhe procured a male
drefs, and in this difguife, bad adieu to
the {pot that had now become intele-
rable. _

In three days, Armida reached London ;
and her firft obje& was to put an adver-
tifement in the Dhail Advertifer in quali-
ty of a footman. Kmong the number of

* It is thus that her name ought to be written,

i ketters
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tetters fhe received, fhe fingled outbfuch
as the thought moit eligible for the better
concealment of her perfon. 'Armldarwau-
ed upon Lady C. who wanted a ma(;t
genteel footmnan; but {he found the ad-

vertifer too young.
. He will grow older,
female vifitant. < R 5

How long have you been in town !

I arrived but a few days fince, madamnt,

A few days! cried the lady,—then
you are totally unacqummed with this
city ?

}i’ruth compels me fo fay yes.

Madam, faid the firange lady, let me
however advife'you to try him. 1f, add-
ed fhe, after a few weeks you donot find he
will fuit you, I will take him 1nto my
{ervice. The fame evening, Armida was
sntroduced into the kitchen, and inftalled
into the righis and privileges of the lady’s
own {ervant, by the file and title of Mr.
Thomas ; and 1n a few weeks Mr. Tho-
mas was promoted to the rauk'of groom
of the chamber, and kept conftantly about
his lady’s perfon.

The chatterings of Mr. Thomas were
fo pleafing to the lady, and his manner
fo mterefiing, that fhe could not help
remarking the propriety of his obferva-
tions, and the elegant arrangements of his
words and phrafes.  This induced her
to {ufpcét that Mr. Thomas had received
100 good an education for the line in
which he was embarked.

Mr. Thomas had already made no fmall
progrefs in the affeétions of the waiting
maid. This was a lively animated young
clrea:ure, wh? was foon reduced to the
slternative of being jealous, or giving u
ker whole foul to %lie enchamingg in?atulz
ation. Mademoifelle preferred the latter
as a penchant more plealing and more na-
tural. Mr.Thomas was however an objeét
of envyanddetraétion by the other fervants;
?):d- In order to remove the' evil which

came every day more and more painful
they concerted meatures how to make hin;
quit his elevation., Theybegan with ajour-

;;ﬂer(:ges\:m;‘ tlhhcy. ca!l{ed Mr. Thomas’s

e B wecxr maifirefs, and f_omc of

fols. 8 1€ to the followmg ef-

This day Avg. o. our effern:
comb (Mz. Thgmas) has ?zitergmmate]%of-
ftays inftead of her woman H y lady’s
rudenels merited a hox (;n i % z{lrg and
myAlady can fee notling, e car, but

ug. 3. Our p . .

that I\% ciuld dréépﬁl);zt'lgg 1,ntg his head

t{l'lan. her woman—and Whatyiss rc:llir b;{t}‘er

Ailhivg, fhe not only {affered hj}x,], b(:lt.

Madam, replied a
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dures;

was highly Pleared with his officioufs
nels. :
; dare. not fay what I faw
A ’ 23’I“heinfolcnt monkey took

t;l:;s Eg;’nsmfgn and gloves and kiffed them

4 ¢ being noticed.
w'lfgﬁllt l;f"(ggur coxcomb, more and mdre
infolent. He dared to ﬁay hm Y :]ad)]?]’_.s
apartment, and talked to.l‘ €1 )ith s
‘eatefl affurance and familiarity. 3
This fpecimen w{]] give an idea of t]}lp
curious journal, which was.aft?r}vards fo
pregnaut with apparent {rx][chle 5 B‘}_t
before we enter into the incidents that it
occafioned, it might be neceflary to fay
that his lady was become extremely partial
to Mr. Thomas's addrels and notions,
She was induced to think that her groom
of the chamber had made an imprefiion
that bordered on love. She could fcarce
afk herfelf the quefltion without trem-
bling. At all events her pride filenced
her %eelings for the moment; fhe refolv-
ed to keep the impreffion a fecret, and
to fudy how to render the obje€t more
refpe@able, if not more happy. 'In or-
der to cure her own want of delicacy firg
was difpofed to favour the partiality fhe
had difcovered in her woman. This wag
indeed to a& like a woman of the lal:
century ; but thole ‘who know Lady C.
are not infenlible to her virtues. On
the other fide, mademoifelle, who had not
the fame fcruples, made-a more rapid
progrefs, and drank large portions of the
fweet intoxication. The delirium at la
knew no bounds, fhe hit upon an ex-
pedient -which fhall be prefeatly ex-
plained. ”,
The -lacquey one morning begged his =
mafter to g(rive bhim a few m%nut?s; atten=
tion, aqd prefented the journal it quefti-
on. His lordihip had no fooner perufed
1t, than another of his accomplices was
introduced to confirm the truth of what
had been written. This had the défired
effe&, Lord C’s, head was deranged, and
thought he had been’ nilty of an unpar-
donable fault in fuffering a domeftic ag)out
}mr perfon, who had the dangerous ta-
hqm of Pleafing. But in order to conceal
is fufpicions from his lady and his hus
wility from Mr. Thomas, he refolved to
getnid of this rival in a manner as fecret a8
”dWOllld be expeditious. He was determin-
¢d the fame night that his {¢heme fhould
aﬁ_Put Into execution. Mademotfelle had
0 at the fame time planned her mea-
o but her lady difcovering her pro-
Jett, was determined to interrapt it before
:n aatefs were brought to extremity. The
cader fees the plot hafiens to its denoue-
ment,
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is right in his conj be perfuaded that nothing is more ealy
Aetine i ”ggfe;?fziseCw:g;xém}]:z tlla‘f my juftification ; deign but to hear

{ame evening ) d
different projcéts, while Mr. Thomas re-

mained in a fate of tranquillity, and ig-

worant of the good and bad with which’'

he was furrounded.

At midnight Lord C. had prepared a
prefs gang to take Mr. Thomas 1ato ano-
ther f{ervice. Mademoifelle was impati-
ent to put my lady to bed, in order to
l;cpair to the apartment of her adored
Adonis. In this interval Lady C was
watching an opportunity of furprizing the
Tovers. All thefe matters were cxecut-
ed at the fame moment.

The evening being ver‘y fultry, Mr.
Thomas had thrown himfelf upon the

bed, his waiftcoat unbuttoned, and his-

twoarms ferved inflead of pillows. Two
glowing breafts of alabafler were now ex-
pofcd to view—when Lord C. attended
by two of his creatures, with dark lan-
tgom in one hand and a gag in the other,
entered. He direfted the light towards
the bed; he perceived —and no fooner
jperceived, than he made a fign for the
attendants to retire, and approached the
object “which had caught hold of his
fenfes. ¢ Heavens, exclaimed he, ’tis
a woman !” At that inftant he heard the
foot of fome one approaching. He im-
mediately concealed himfelf in order to
gratify his curiofity, when Mademoifclle
entered the apartment with a taper.  She
had no fooner extinguifhed it than fhe
approached her lover.  She began by im-
printing a kifs upon the rofy lips of her
lover. =~ Mr. Thomas awoke. Who is
this 7 Who is this ? Dear Mr. Thomas,.
1t is I—it is Lucy who loves you to dif-
trattion, and who cannot live without
you. gl
Ah! is it you, Lucy —if you love me,
—I love you from the bottom of m
heart, O Mr. Thomas ! what have I fuf-
fered by being tormented with afi unceaf:
ing Jealoufy ! for I fee plainly my latly loves
;Iou, and that you cannot refift adoring
her.—Dear Lucy, T do adore her, but
not fo as to injure thofe {entiments I
have for your friendthip.
~ Thefe words were fcarce uttered, when
Lady C. made her approach, and darting
1nto the apartment, fhe exclaimed, Lucy!
what do you here !
¢ Maderrlgoi(('ielle threw herfelf upon her
xnecs, Pardon m g S
Wio Eneweastig . -2 rourhe
) Retire this inftant.—And as for
Thomas, I muft fee you in the myo(;ﬁ:
ing.

,Sufi’eﬂ’d my lady your {ufpicions, and

me—at this inftant Lady C. left the room:
1 arent anger.

% ﬁ/frp Thomasg was no fooner alone, than
he got up, ]ightedu a._,candle, and began
to refleét on the incident that had jult
occurred. In the midt of a profound
reverie, he articulated ~—

What can this poflibly mean P Lucy—-
my lady. If I lofe the goad graces of
Lady C. 1 fhall ncver be confol_ed—What
an unhappy mortal I—muatft T difcover to
her mv fex—muft I inform her of my
family P—Yes; Lady C. has her fufpici-
ous, fhe will have a bad opinion of Lucy —
Ifce I muft. Immediately Mr. Thomas
was metamorphofed intoa lovely woman ;
while Lord C.. was an eye witnefs to her.
irrefiftible charms—but prudence diétat-
ed, and he rectired the moment he was
able with the greateft precipitation._

The next day Lord C. appeared in vaft
{piritsand an unufual gaiety.” He looked
and {poke the expreflions of an enamour-
ed foul—Lady C. was not a little fur-.
prized at this change of behaviour, and
was totally at a lofs to divine the caufe;
but the apology of Mr. Thomas foon led
to an eclairciflement.

¢ Pardon me,” faid he, ¢ in confef-
fing that 1 have difguifed my fex and
flation. My father was determined to
marry me to a man I detefted ; thete
was no remedy hut in_ flight, nor any
other expedient more fecure than that
I have fuggefted. T have therefore to
implore your proteflion, and that you
will permit me to carry on my difguife
a little longer ; otherwife, my inexorable
father will find me out, and compel me
to an aft, that muft inevitably render me
the moft unhappy of women.”

The requelt of Armida was to be com-
plied with, and the f{ecret fill remained
even toMademoifelle,who was burning with
the flames of love. Lord C. who had
plotted to fend Mr. Thomas into his
majefty’s fervice, was enraged to think
that his. perfonal charms fhould have ex-
cited admiration in his lady ; yet as
foon as he was informed of Mr. Tho-
mas’s real fex, he was extravagantin his
eulogiums. He watched every occafion
to' find Armida alone; and in thole op~
portunities he gave her a thoufand marks
of his confidence and friendfhip. Thefe
téte-d-tétes were faithfully related to Lady
C. and his lordfhip often diverted the
both by his exceflive folly and ill-place?
profeflions. "And in order to carry og
the jeft at his lordfhip’s ¢xpence, Laciy €,
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and oene of her in

drefs Armida
few days we
difpofition,

conveyed to Mrs.
on theI

company was invited

3ntroducéd as 2 relati
Tt is impoflible to p
elegance of Armida’s
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timates agrecd to

in her truc charaﬁtcr. .A
re allotted for a fexgn'ed in-
and Armida was pnvat'ely
B———’s beautiful villa
banks of the Thames. A large.

, and Armida was
on of that family.
aint the grace and

figure. Lord C.

however foon difcovered ‘the firatagem,
and was highly delighted with the me-
tamorphofis. Mis. B
readily into this {cheme had not refleted

/

i

on the confequences.

—— in giving fo

She had a {on,

{carce of age, who was fenfibly captivated
with the charms of his unknown relation.
He tormented his mother with reiterated
interrogatories concerning his fair  cou-
fin, and began to {ulpeét {ome myftery.
He was jealous of the attentions thewa
her by Loxd C. and his curiofity carried

him f{o far, as to find

the, following me-

anorandums written by Armida, which

%‘rved for the ground work of this petite
Z 4

oire.

May 6. 17—. I le

{t my father’s houfe

difguifed in men’s apparel, in order to

avoid an odious marriage. I never

dlept for three days till I reached towp.
10. This day I entered into the fervice

of Lady C.

11. Her ladyfhip exprefled much fatif-
faltion, and employed mc in many arti-
cles that more properly belonged to her
waiting maid than her {appofed groom of

the chamber.

12. I drefled my miftrels’s hair—1
tempted to throw off my difgjurifc, Vl\)ISi

1 wanted courage.

13. Lady C.’s afTabiIity and

great good

nature charms me. I muft tell her who

1 am.

14. A hifiory follows here.

* * %
¥* * *

But to return to Lord C.He took

the generous refolution
ng;!.a to the bofom of K
ccling a  reconciliation

AnAccount o
Communic

Naole.
: T AM happy 1 May 3. 1783.

now

W :
power to give yoy,

of the Royal Society, {
infinite damage dor;e
Phznomena exhibiied

of reﬂoring Ar-
er family, by of

f the ]ate EA 3y

R .
ated to the Royay, STHQUAKES mm CALABRIA, S1cILY, &C

to- have it ip my
u, and my brethrep
ome little ideq of the
» and of the various

by the ear
» %9 the carthquakes

between * her

and her father. Being thus furnifhed
with a proper clue he fet out for Fen-
worth Hhall, and after a mnute }nforma-
tion refpeéling Armida, he infifted up-
on Mr. Fenworth’s accompanying ]:um._
Proud of his fuccefs, he was determined
to bring on the denouement with an
eclat; efpeciallly {ince the adventure would
turn out greatly to his credit : befides, he
thought 1t would likely render Armida
extremely popular,and infure hera choice
of lovers. The next day he invited all
hjs moft intimate friends, and requefted -
that Armida would once more gratify
him in-affuming the charatter of ‘Mr.
Thomas, and- appear in the drawing 4
room to ferve the Coffee. Lady C. was
very much furprized at this requeft, and
was totally at a lofs to divine his reafons
for a whim of this nature.. Mr. Thomas
was prefenting his lord{hip with a difh
of coffee, when he exclaimed, * One
Hebe was thought fufficient at the feaft
of the Gods—we have this day imitated ".
their example.” ~ Mr. Thomas blufh-
ed, and cafting her timid eyes upon the
company, {faw her own father in an agi-
tation not to be expreffed. The' {cene
became  too interefting, and to the aflo-
nifiment of the company they heard his
lordfhip articulate :

‘¢ Have courage Armida, your father
has forgiven you; bat before I prefent
you to him, let the company fec you in -
your proper drefs and charafler.”” Armi- :
da retired with trembling and confufion ; ,'IJ
and the moment the affumed the drefs
.of Mils Armida Fenworth, fhe came into Y
the drawing-room, and threw herfelf at \1"*
the feet of her father, who, with tears of
Joy, embraced her with the greateft af-
feClion. Mrs. B.’s fon was in raptures, , ”
and at the fame moment follicited the
ﬁ::gg:ffon Xf payirlg his addrefles to our
| +, 45 every one in the compan ¢
{gig’ri‘? ‘t;‘l;"«ferﬂeg in the fate of theptwg
elfcititon, GRLTE oo ol i
u ) confent of all par-
Vxes were obtained. In a word, this'ad-

enture brought on a fpeedy marriage,

which was celeb . :
dor and fefclievftyr.ated with unufual {plen-

M HamMirron., -

E‘g:::::u began the 5th of Feb: Jaft, and ﬁ
i ,1? to be {enfibly felt to this day) X,
the panswofca_lapbrxas,lat Meffina, and in . E
), Fr(;) Sicily neareft to the Conti-
and acco m the moft -authentic reports,
unts received at the offices’ of
his

T . -
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