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:O O not pr�t��d tQ give my re;d�r ning and duplicity; his ·lady was one of 
an hifl:ory offomeTribades, who have thofe Old Cats, who delighted in no• 

rrwdered themfelves famous in wearing thing but pride and fcandal ; and tho 
men's apparel, and in affuming their man.:. daughters were the highefi patterns of ug­
ners and conduct. I am of the fame fen- lineis and· affectation. Armida contem­
timent with Voltaire, who preferred t.he plated this ennobled family, and fhudder­
gentle and amiable Agnes Sorel, to the ed at the idea of being the viElim,of her 
martial and mafculine Joan of Arc, or father's ill-timed.cupidity. She dared not 
the celebra*d Maid of Orleans. Nor to open her bofom, and yet the p.repara­
am I ambitious of relating 'the memoirs tives were advancing. fo this predica:.. 
of tf1at virago who fell in love ,\li.th a ment fhe confulted afew of her chofen ini. 
grenadier, who ferved in the fame regi- timates to know if it were pofi1ble that a 
'ment, and who was not difcovere<l till virtuous young woman, without friends 
the fuppo[ed foldier was in the· fhaw: · or money could make her way in the ca­
and frill lefs that Bearded lady of Ton- pita! ? lhe even interrogated the lifters, 
nerre, whom Europe frill ought to cafl. :wno dwelt with a kind of extacy on thofe: 
the Chevalier Deon* .-The fubjeEl of popular beauties who fhine in all public 
this little tale, i.s a· timid, delicate beau- places ; they made the panegyric of thofo 
·ty, who has no pretenfions to �eroifm, �en who_have the reput_ation o_f living 
or to pride it1 qualities upwortliy of her rn a certam ton, and are liberal with their 
fex.. . purfes. Above • all, thofe who · figured 

In. the ,North of England lived a young on the ,Theatre were confidered the 
and lovely creature the daughter of a coun- mofl: enviable of every other fauation .in 
try gentleman, who!� efi,ate was reduced to the world. . 
an humble hundred pounds- a year. In But, are there none.others in the ca­
this _<;Qnfined Rate of his finances, he was pital ref peEle� than kept mifrreffes and 
obliged to fupport a wife of a noble ex- .raElreffes·? faid Armida. 
\raElion, a fo.n, and two daughters. Hen- - · Perhaps, there may be 1 a f�w, but we 
ry was at the univerfify, and his two daugh- do not' know them.· There are in fact 
ters as rich in their mental and perfonal many gentlewomen to be found, but they · 
tharrns as they were poor in fortune. The are all rich, or are the daughters of ban­
elddl in particular, Armida Fenworth, was kers, brokers, or newly returned nabobs. 
the mofi beautiful., The elegance of her But a beauty with every human accom­
fhape, the expreffion of her eyes, the plifhment, without money or friends, how 
h!,'!witching fmile, the auburn curls that 1s fhe to make her way .in a capital! fhe 
floated down her ivory neck; her magical mufl: either become a milliner or a me­
lictle' mouth,. &c. beggared all defcrip- nial fervant; but both of thofe conditions 
tion. 1are infinitely beneath thole who have 

· A tertain fol\ of a newly created ba- decent incomes for their attentions to 
ronet, whofe ancefi:ry and mode of en- men of' rank and fortune. Her othec 
.richrng himfelf, had entailed difgrace on acquaintances gave fuch a frightful pie. 
his ·country,1 became ellamoured of the ture of the feduElions and mifery attend­
portrait jufl !ketched. The father, w�ary ing mere perfonal attraElions, that fhe 
of his confined mode of life, and thinking -hefitated on what to refolve, except that· 
that money alone was true nobility, re- of the neceffi_ty �f quitti:ig her father.'s :y : ; /� . 
ccived this demi-fatyr with the greatefi .houfe. Armida !aw that 1t was too dan- .�,�- ,, 
difl:inction, and admitted him to pay his gerous to' ventur� into town in the drefs 
addre!fes to his daughter. Armida ·look- appropriated to her fex. The idea fug-
ed upon her lover with a contempt mix- geH:ed a plau; and a few days previous 
ed with lt kind of horror. She recalled to the nuptials, fhe procured a male 
the virtuous precepts fhe had been taught drefs, and in this difguife, bad adieu to 
from her earliefr infancy, and the abjeEl the fpot that had now become intele-
fiate, of thole who from the dregs of the rable. 
people, had arifen to opuleQce by fraud, In three clays, Armida reached London; 
rapine or treachery. The unworthy b .. ro- a�d her fi,dl: objeEl was to 'put an adver-
net wore in' his countenance the· {hong t1fement m the Daily Advertifer in quali­
language of infolence, ignoraace, cud- ty of a footman. Atnong the number of 

* I� ii \'hus that he-r uame ought t9 be ,written. 
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was hi•ghly pleafed wi th his oHicjouf .. 
letters !he received, fl)e fing_led _out fuch 
as {he thought moil eligible for t�e �ett�r 

concealment of her perfon . •Armida fair­
ed upon Lady C .  wf10 . wanted a mart 
genteel footman ; but {he found the ad­
vertifer too young, 
_ ;He will grow older, Madam, replied a 
female vifttant .  ... 

How long nave you been in town ? 
I arrived but a few days fi nce, madam. 
A few days ! cried the lady_,-:-th�_n 

you are . totally unacquainted witli this 
tity ? 

Truth tontpels me ro fay yes. 
Madam, faid the fl.range lady, let me 

however advi[e you to try him. If, add­
ed fhe, after a few weeks you do not £nd he 
\v i l l  fui t you, I will take h im into ·my 
frrvice. The fame eveni ng, Armida was 
introduced i nto the kitchen, and  inl1alled 
into the rioh'ts and priv i leges of the lady's 
bwn ferva�rt, by th'e ft.ile; and ti tle of Mr� 
Thomas ; and in  a few weeks Mr. Tho­
mas was promoted to tfae rauk , of groom 
of the chamber, and kep t confiantly about 
his lady's perfon. 

The c-hatterings of Mr. Thomas were 
fo pleafing to the lady, and his manner 
fo mte!eHing, that 0e coul� not help 
·r�markmg the propnety of his Glbft?.rva­
t ions, at1d the elegant arrangements of h�s 
words and phrales. This induced her 
to fufpea. that Mr. Thomas had received 
too good an education for the line in  
which he was embarked. 

Mr. T�omas had al_ready made no [ mall 
pr�grefs rn the affe8.1ons of the waiting maid.  This was a li_vely animated young cre11ture, "1.':ho was loon reduced to the 

. :alternative of beingjealous, or. giv!ng up b�r whole foul t? t he enchantmg rnfatu­auon. Mademo1fe1lc preferred the latter as a penchant more pleafing and more na­tu_ral .  Mr.Thoma� was however an objea d en:7yanddetraEhon by the other lervants; .tnd m on1er to remove the' evi l which became every day mote and more painfu l  . .they conc,erted meafores how to mak h ' , t1u"t h. 1 ., , e im 
"J. , i s  e cvat10n. 1 hey began with a . our-nal of what they called Mr Tl J , l"b · · • iomas s 

1 ernes wnh their mifirefs, and fome of 
the charges were to the foll . f. feet owrng e -

This <lay• Aug 2 a- · • comb (M . . our enemrnate cox. 
fl . r. Thomas) has laced m lad , ays 11 Jfiead of her woman H' Y. y s rudenefs meri ted a bo . 1 1s airs and x on t 1e e · b my lady can fee nothing. ar, ut 

Aug. 3. Our pupp k · that he could d r Y tao rnto his bea<l 
h . re1& my lady's b . b t an her woman-and b . ai r etter , . fl . n. w at is really U •1 ung, u.J.C not only foLr d . . a . o� J.I<:J;e , h.un, but 

nefs . f: t I r · 
Au,q . •  I dare, not ay wuat 1 aw 

1 .  ' 0
• 

4
1- ng ,The  infolent monkey too. k t 1 1s  morn · d k'rr d l my lady's fan an�• gloves an me t 1em 

without being no�iced .  . 
A 5 Our coxcomb, more and mdre ug. •' n. • 1 d ,.. infolen t .  He dared to nay m m� a Y. s 

apartment, and talked t� . h�r with tht 
greatdl. ,rff u ranee ai:d f�m1l1ar� ty. . 

. This f pecimen w1_ll g1_ve an idea of th1, 
!=Urious jou r_l'lal, which was . aft�rware:ls fo 
pregnant wtth apparent � 1 �ch1ef. B�t 
before we en te r  into the incidents that 1 t  
occafioned, i t  might be  neceff ary to  �at 

that his lady was become extremely partial 
to Mr.  Thomas's addrefs and notions. 
She was induced to think_that her grnom 
of the chamber had made an impreffion 
'that bordered on love. She could fcarce 
afk herfelf the que.flion without  trem­
�ling. At al l  even.ts her pride filenced 
her feelings for the moment ; fpe refolv,: 
ed to .keep the impreffion a, fe<;,ret, and 
to Rudy how to render the cbje& more 
ref peaable, if not more haPPX· · In or .. 

der to cure her own want of delicacy � 
was di.f po fed to favour the partia1ity !he 
had difcovered in her woman . This  was 
inde-ed to aa like a woman of the fail· 
centu'ry ; but tbofe · who kuow ,Lady c·. 
are not infenDble to  her virtues. On 
th<! other fid�, mademoifelle, who had not 
the fame . fcruples,. made • a more rapi� 
J?Togre[s, an_d d�·.mk large portions of th� f Weet rntox1cat1on. The delirimn at laf! 
knew no bounds, fhe hit upon an e�• pedient -which fhal l  be prefently ex-plained. ' ., The - l acguey ?ne morning begged his � �afier to give hnn a few minutes auen-­t1on, an_d prefented the journal irr q�cfii.: �:>n .  H1s lordfi1ip had no foouer perufrd !t, than another of his accomplice$ was rntroduced to confirm the truth of what ha� been wri t ten. Th� had the 4efire� er-ca, Lord C's. head was deranged and 11ought he had been· gui l t y  of an u�par4 on able fault i n  fuffenng a domeflic abo�t 
}1er perfon, who had the dangerou, ta• 
h�n\ 01 ,Pl_eafinf,' But in orde.r to conceal 

1�1 '  u picions rom his l ady and hi� bu .. nn 1 �Yd from Mr . .Thom�, he refolve<l tQ ge t n of lbi-, rival in a manner as fecret af 
1 t  would b d' · · .. 
ed 1 £ e expe 1 t10us .  He wa.� determin-
b · t 1e . ame n.i.gh t  th.at his {�heme !diould 
lerput mto execution. Mademoifellt:· h�� a io at the fa . l Ii · me time p auned her mea-. 

· �)es ; but he� \ad,y difcovering her pro• Je ' was determmed to interrupt. it before ma�lers were �rought to extremi ty. The r.ea el:. (cci the plot hi{hus_ to it.s. �c:noue-· 
meot. 
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,pent-he is right in his conjefiure. The 

fame' evening theref�re was.-, �evotcd to 

different projects, wlule M_r: � bomas �e­

mained in_ a {hlte of tranqu1lhty, and ,,g-, 
aoraot of the good and bad wtth which 
he was furrounded. 

he perfua?ed_ tha� nothin_g is more e;ify 

than my Ju{hficauon; deign but to l1car 

me-at this infiant Lady C. left the ro�m, 
in apparent anger. 

At midnight Lord C. had pr,e_pared a 
prefs gang to take ,Mr. �homas rn,to an�­
ther ferv1ce. Madem01fe!le was 1mpat1-
ent to put my lady_ to bed, in order to 
repair to the apartment of her adored 
fi\.donis. In this interval La.dy C. was 
watching an opportunity of furprizing the 
lovers. All thefe matters were execut-
ed at the fame moment. 

The evening being yery fultry, Mr. 
Thomas bad thrown h1mfelf upon the 
oed, his waifi.coat unbuttoned, and his. 
two arms ferved infiead of pillows. Two 
glowing brea_il:s of alabafier were now ex­
pofrd to view�when Lord C. attended 
by two of his creatures, with dark Ian­
thorn in one ha�d and a gag !n rhe other, 
entered. He dJreHed the light towards 
the b,ed; he perceived-and no foon½r 
,perceived, than he mad� a fign for the 
attendants to retire, and approached the 
objecl: ~which had caught hold of his 
feo/es. " Heavens, exclaimed he, 'ris 
a woman!'' At that i-n!l:ant he lJeard the 
foot o� fome one approachin;r. He im­
mediately concealed himldf in order to 
gratify his curiofity, when· Mademoifelle 
entered the apartment with a taper. She 
had no fooner extinguifhccl it' than fhe 
appr�ached �er lover. She b�gan by ·im­
pnntmg a k1fs �pon the ro(v lips of her 
Jover. Mr. 1 homas awoke. Who is 
this ? Wl10 is this? Dear Mr. Thomas � 
�t i'� �-it is Lucy who loves you· to di f� 
trad1on, and who canqot live without 
you. . • 

Mr. Thomas was nq foooer alone, than 

he got up lighttd_ a s;and1e, and began 
to reflecl: 'on the incideut that had jull 

occurred. In the mid!l of a profound 
reverie, he articulated-

What can this poffib1y mean r Lucy­
my lady. If I lofe rhe good graces of 
Lady C. I fhall never be confoJed-what 
an unhappy mortal !-mull: I difcover to 
her mv fex-mufr I inform her of my 
family ?-Yes; Lady C. has her fufpici­
ous, fhe will have a bad opinion ofLucy­
I fee I ,mult. Immediately Mr. Thomas 
was tnetamorphofed into a lovely woman ; 
whi'le Lord 1C. was an eye witnefs to her, 
irrefifiible charms-but prudeqc;e cdifiat• 
ed, and lie retired the mome.nt he wa,$ 
able with the greatcfi precipi taticrn . 

The next day Lord C. appeared in va{l 
fpirits and,an unufu�I gaiety.· He looked 
and fpoke the expreffions of an enampur..­
ed foul-Lady C. was not a little for�. 
prized at this change of behaviour, and 
was totally a,t a lofs to divine t�e caufe; 
but the ap'olov;y' of Mr. Thomas foon lee.I 
to an eclaircilfoment. 

Ah! is it you, Lucy-if you love me, 
:-I love you frqm the bQttom of my 
heart. 0 �fr. Thomas l lwhat have I,f�f­
�ere? by bemg toqnented with ah u11ceaf-

, mg..1ealouf y ! for I fee pla�nly my latly loves 
you, and that you cannot refiil adoring 
�er.-Dear Lucy, I po adore her but 
not fo as to injure thofe fentime�ts .i 
have for your friendfhip. ' ' 

, - Thefe words were fcarce uttered, when !,ady C. made her approach, and darting rnto the apartm.ent, fhe exclaimed, Lucy l what do vou here I 
Maderi10ifelle threw herfelf upon her lrn_ees. 'Pa1;don my Lady.-lf your lady­fh1p knew-

, Retire this infiant.-And as for you, ! homas, I mufi fee you in the morn� JDg. 
�uf peo'1 my 1.1.dy rout fofpicion� and

° 

" Pa(don me," faid he, " in confef­
fi.ng that :I have difg.uifed my fex and 
fl:ation. My father was determined to 
marry me to a man I dete�ed ; thd-t;!­
was no remedy but in flight, nor a-n.y 
,other expedient more fec-ure than that 
! have fuggefled. I have therefore to 
111! plore y9c1r proteHion, and that you 
will permit me to carry on, my difguife 
a little longer; otherwife, my iqexorabl; 
father wi�l find rne out, and compel m¢ 
to an aa, that mull: inevita!Jly render me 
the mofi unhappy of women." 

_ The requefi of Ar111ida was to be com-. 
plied with, and the fecret fiill remained 
even roMi(demoi felle., who was bu1ning with 
the flames of love. Lord C. who had 
plotted to fend Mr. Thomas into his 
majefiy's fervice, was enraged to think 
t�at his perfonal charms fhould have ex­
CJted admirc1tion. in his lf!dy; yet as 
foon as he was rnformed of Mr. T1Jo� 
mas's real fex, he was extravagant in his 
e�logiums. _He watche_d every occafion 
to fin� :Armida alone; and in tho[e op,. 
port':1mties he gave l1er a thoufand marks oAf h�s <;_onfiden.ce �pd .friendfhip. Thefe 
tete-a-tett':s were fa1thfully related to Lady C. and h1_s lorc;lfhip often diverted the1:9-botb by Im t:xceffive folly and ill-placed 
profeffions. And iq order to carry o� 
ihe jefi at his lo.rd!hin's eimeu,e Lady C 
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:md one of her intimates agreed to 
(;\refs Armida in her . true chara�ler. _A 
frw days were' allotte� for a fergn _ed 1r 
clifpofition, and Armida was _pnvat_e y 
conveyed to Mrs. B--'s beautiful VJlla 
on the banks o_f the-Thames. !1, large . 
rompariy was invite�, and A rm1�a �as 
introduced as a r<:!lat1on of that family• 
Jt is impoffible _to paint the grace ancl 
elegance of Arm1da's figure. Lord C. 
:however foon difcovered the Rratagem, 
flnd was highly delighted w_ith _th_e me­
tamorphofis. Mrs. B-- in g1vmg fo 
readily into this fcheme had not ref!eaed 
on the confequences. She had a fon, 
fcarce of age, who. w�s fenfibly captiv�ted 
,vith the charms of Ins unknown relat1on. 
He tormented his mother wi'th reiterated 
interrogatories concerning his fair. cou­
fin, and began to fufpea forpe myfiery. 
He was jealous of the attentipns {hewn 
�er. by Lo1d C. and his curiofity c1arried 
bim fo far, as to find the, following me­
morandums w!itten by Armida, which 
ferved for the ground work of this petite 
Hifloire. , 

. M�y 6 •. 17-. I left my-father's houfe 
d1fg�ifed in �en's apparel, in order to 
avoid an odious marriacre, I never ilept for three days till I re�ched towp. 

10. This day I entered into the fervice of Lady C. 
• 1_1. Her lady{hip ewreffed much fatif­fa&ion, and employed me in many arti­cle� _that m_ore properly belonged to her _waiting maid than her foppofed grqom of the chamber. 

12. I dreffed my mifirefs's hair-I was tempted to throw off my difrrui[e but I wanted courage. . ;' ·' 
1 1 3· Lady C.'s affability and great crood 

f' nature charms me. I mu{l tell h b I I. am. er w 10 

.14· A hifiory follows here. 

and her father. Being thus tur1'lifhed 
with a proper clue he fe! out .for Fen,­
wortb hall, and after. a ·mrnu_te _informa­
tion refpeaing Armida, he rn�fied. ?P· 
on Mr. :Fenworth's accompanying �1m. 
Proud of his fuccefs, he was determined 
to brina- on the denouement with an 
eclat; elpecially fince. the ad_venture would 
turn out greatly to �1s credit : befides, _he 
thought it would hkeJy render Arm�da 
ex tremely popular, and rnfure her a choice 
,of lovers. The JJCxt day he invited all 
hjs mofi intimate friends, and reqU<1fied � 
th-tt Armida would once morJ gratify 
him in a!fuming the charaaer of Mr. 
Thomas, and·· ·appear in the drawing 
room to ferve the Coffee. Lady C. was 
ve�y much furprized at this requefi, and 
was totally at a lofa to divine his reafons 
for a whim of thi's nature, Mr. ,Thomas 
was prefen ting his Iordiliip with a djfh 
of coffee, when he exclaimed, " One 
Hebe was thought fufficient at the feaft 
of the Gods-we have th,is day imitated 
their example." . Mr. Thomas blufh­
ed, and cafiirig her timid eyes upon the 
co1:llpany, faw her own father in an agi­
tat10n not to be exp reffed. The' fcene 
b7c�!lle too interefiing, and to the afio­
niffiment of the company they heard his 
lordfhip artieulate: 

·'' Haye courage Armida, your father 
has forg1_ven you; but befo're I prefent y_ou to him, let the company fee you in your proper dn;fs and charaHer.n Armi­da retired with trembling and confuGon • and the moment fl1e ailumed the dref; of Mifs Armida Fenworth fhe came in to the drawing-ropm, and threw herfelf at �he feet of her father, who, with tears of JOY,. embraced her with the o-reatefl: af-fetbon Mrs. B' r .o · • . s .ion was rn raptures, , an<l �t the fame moment follicited the per�iffion bf payirig bis addre!fes to our "' , * hero10e- As • • h "' ' * ·
{i d ·. every ,on.e 10 t e company 

"' 
'k 1 eeme rnterefied in the fate of the two 

B I r;0��r�; !hey fo fucG(;fsfully feco!lded the ut to return to Lord C , H ? !Citation, that the confent of all par-th� generous refolution of : fl: . e took �1es were obtained. In a word this ad-m1da to the bofom f h ? ?nng Ar- venture bro l f ' . 
feeling . ? . er amily, by ef- l · h ug lt on a peedy marnage1 a reconc1liat1on h.etween l1er � H� was c�l�brated with unufual fplen-

A A 
. or and feihvity. 

' n cc o u NT of the late EAR 
. Communicated to the ROYAL s�����\;8s�Il&ALAERIA, SICILY, &c. 

N I , 
Ir ILLIAM I-L'\MILTON. -

J A M h ap es, May Q 3 8 • appy now to h -. · _:r7 3· (w11ich b :... power to i;ive you a d ave It in my continn egan the 5th of Feb: ]all, and 
?ft��Royal Society, f�me°iittfY. brethren in the Twto J:>e fe�fibly felt to this day) 
mfinite damage done d fe idea of the the o Calabnas, at Meffina and in 
Pi.cen h· . • �n o the · parts of s· ·1 . , . 

"f Olr!ena ex 1b1ted, by the . Vanous nent. Fro 1c1 Y neardl to the Conti-
- e�tthquakes · and ·ac m the mofl: authentic reports, ' counts received at the 0:ffice�· of 
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