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July 21-Aug. 4, 1972/4 ANN ARBOR SUN 

Prison On 
Wheels 

Last week, on July 1st ex-Sheriff Ray 
Couch's PRISON ON WHEELS rolled into 
town, set up in the K-Mart S~opping Plaza 
and began to ward off crrme in !he are!) 
by intimidation fear-control. F 1ll ed with 
models of a 7 x 12 cell,;, gas chamber, an 
,electric chai~. riot guns, ~andguns, hand­
cuffs, nightsticks, blackJac!<s., tear gas, 
exuded from its side the slogan • "STOP 
CRIME-YOU CAN'T WIN!" 

Based on 'how-much' torture and pain 
can be inflicted by the man's police 

' apparatus and prison system, the bus pro­
gram hopes to coerce people into obeying 
the "law". 

As the percentage of people under 26 
years old in the United States increases and 
the number of people that are going to be 
potential prisoners, not because their minds 
are mutating and they have "become" cri=­
minals, but because it is getting harder and 
harder for them to g.;.in the food, health 

care, housing, and clothing necessary to 
even live a very basic life. They rob, steal, 
sell dope, barter, trade, prostitute, pan­
handle, and even shoot people to gain a 
minimal existence in the "richest'' land mass 
on the planet. 

To be abl1e to ward off this heightening 
wave of 'crime' is going to take more than 
intimidation/fear of prisons/ fear of our­
selves; it's. going to take more than telling 
people that they're going to be put in the 
slam or ·shot. It's going to take more because 
people have got to survive, and the only way 
they have is to pimp, prostitute, sell dope, and 
steal. Only when everyone can get these 
necessities is crime going to be stopped, 
only when it is no longer a crime to be 
"non-white", poor, young, a sister, brother, 
alive and trying to ,survive. Nice try, fellas, 
but as we are/as we know 

WE ARE ALL,_ OLITLAV\5 ! ! 

Shots from inside the Prison Bus. 

City Council 
Flashes 

NO RIGHTS FOR TRANSVESTITES Mayor Harris and Councilmen Faber voted 
with the Republicans. 

All the Democrats on City Council Originally the City Assessor was rub-
voted for H RP's ordinance to stop dis· bing his hand in glee over the H RP pro po· 

sal. He would like nothing better than to 
crimination against homosexuals and 
bisexuals as well as heterosexuals. (Of find out the real property values which 

landlords have been trying to hide for years course the Republicam voted no) But 
for tax purposes. The Assessors Office when it came to stopping discrimination 
already has files for each apartment in the against transvestites and transexuals, the 

D I db S d W d Counc .11 city. All it would do was add the rent infor-emocrats e y econ ar • . . . . 
R b ' F b d ·d d HRP h d one mat1on to the file. But ,n a surprise move • men o ert a er, ec, e a g . . 

The neighborhood cruisin' bus displays various torture methods used to instill f F b r said that , 1 am not convinced a~ council me~t,ng the Assessor ch_anged 
control/fear in the people. too ar. a e . . . . . hts mind and incorrectly declared 1t would 

1--------------------=---=----------------t that these practices are leg1t1mate d1fferenc· k $l 6 000 ( h. h • b d · ) t 

'--

Netw 
On Monday, 24 July, the Tribal Net­

work will o,pen its new office in the 
oommunity center, 502 E. Was.hington St. 

driving1 as well as riding should phone in 
their names and where they're going (and 
where they are coming from). But knowing 
full well that all the rides that are 

Aher months of planning and rejuvenatin available, or posted elsewhere will not be 
the old Network (formerly operated by called in, we will send runners out into 
Ozone House) the Tribal Network.'s files of the cloak of the night to snatch additional 
•information on community events, meetings, information ~rom the bulletin boards aroun I 
referral to other organizations, ride switch- the community and return the contraband 
board are ready for the community's use. information to the Network files to be used 

The Events Callendar will include infor- by you all out there. , 
mation on concerts, meetings, shows, and 
other events of interest to the community. 
The calendar will collect information on all 
events each week, of which a complete 
listing will be available by calling the Net· 
work office. This information will also be 
placed in the Sun calendar and on the 
bulletin board of the Washington Street 
Community Cent,er. 

By calling the Tribal Network, you can 
obtain information and refenal to various 
organizations in Washtenaw County. And, 
if we can't give you i,nformation on some­
thing, or at least how to get in contact 
with them, we'll stand criticized and get 
the information necessary right away. 
Upon receiving your phone call we can 
dig into our files and have the informa-
tion for you within a few minutes - in­
formation on abortion services and referral, 
referr.al for drug related problems. infor­
mation on draft counseling services, how 

Lastly, for right now anyway, we are 
attempting to set up a functional phone 
tree in Ann Arbor (for the moment). which 
has been attempted before, but never has 
succeeded. An :iperable phone tree 
means the participation of a large number 
of members of the community. There 
have been several examples recently of 
people being ripped off or busted, where if 
a number of people in the immediate 
community could have been called the 
rip off or bust could have been alleviated, 
or,at least, the culprits identified. If you 
are interested in participating in the phone 
tree cal I the Tribal Network for more 
information. 

We're ready to open, but that's not to 
say that we 'don't still need more help and 
donations to help staff and operate the 
office. 

to get in touch with community service Again, the Tribal Network will open 
organizations, and just about anything Monday, 24 July, with the office being 
else you need. open 7 days-a-week from 1 0am to 2am. 

The Ride Switchboard can help you get Call John Collins at 761-1709, or Linda 
rides to variious. parts of the country and also Latham at 662-0310, or call the new Net-
around the area. So. people that are wmk Phone 663-4208. 

es in lifestyle that should be protected by ta e . .' w _,c is a~ a sur_ pnce 0 

I H ·d h th d 't t t put this information on file. This testimony 
aw. e ~a, . t _a _e oesn wan ° . • enabled Harris and Faber to vote no for the 

further d1scnm1nat1on against them, he Just k f h S d · d"" 1 . , • h sa e o t e t.o<payers. oun w1er r. t's 
thinks they shouldn t have the same rig ts . b . 1 t -1 h 11 h th 

D d R Just usmess as usua a c1 y a w ere e 
ase_veryoneelse. So emocrats_an ep- FRIENDSOFTHEANNARBORLAND-
ubltcans voted to deny transvestites and . . 
transexuals equal protection. As ,tstands LOR~S I~ a strong and on-going backroom 
now, its a misdemeanor for a landlord to organization· 
deny a lesbian a room, butit'sperfectly all 
right to turn a transvestite out into the cold. FIGHT SLAVE LABOR AT 

ELECTION DAY ALCOHOL SALE 
OK 

No longer will hot, thirsty peopl_e be 
de.nied a beer at their friendly corner store 
on election day. It's now legal to sell liquor 
beer and wine while the polls. are open. 
Recently passed by the state legislature, 
this amendment makes city law correspond 
to a recentlly passed state law. 

BARGAIN DAYS AT TRAFFIC 
COURT? 

You say you have a backlog of parking 
tickets you can't afford to pay? Thanks 
to H RP you may get to pay half price dur­
ing a 2 month amnesty period. This means 
that during those 2 months you can go to 
court and pay only the original price of the 
ticket, not double the original which is the 
usual story if you haven't paid up within a 
week of receiving the ticket. 

Council passed an H RP sponsored re­
solution to suggest the amnesty to Senior 
Court Judge S.J. Elden. He and Judge 
Peter G.V. Thomassen don't want the 
amnesty, but City Administrator Guy 
Larcom thinks it will help fill those empty 
city coffers. 

HALF-ASSED ATTEMPT AT 
TENANTS RIGHTS 

Landlords will now have to give tenants all 
the information they need to figure out if 
their landlord is cheating them by violating 
the Rent Freeze. The tenant must receive 
in writing the base rent from Aug. 1971, the 
current rent, and the calculated legal rent. 
Failure to provide this information means 
a $100 fine or 90 days in jail for Ann Arbor 
landlords. Any tenant ot tenant organiza­
tion can press charges. 

City Council passed this proposal but 
an H RP proposal to check on the landlords 
by making them file the information with 
City Assessors Off,ice was defeated when 

JACKSON PRISON 

City Council passed a resolution sup­
porting the Jackson Prisoners Labor Union 
with the HRP and Democrats voting yes 
and the Republicans voting no. 

Citing their status as workers subjected 
to slave conditions, the prisoners at Jackson 
have brought their case before the Michigan 
Employment Commission. They are trying 
to be recognized as a union to bargain for the 
legal minimum wage instead of the usual 25 
cents per day. A public hearing will be held 
at Jackson Prison by the Commission. 

There will be a rally to show solidarity 
with the Prisoners Union on Saturday . July 
22 on the Diag from 4-6 pm. with recorded 
music. Speakers will be Nancy Wechsler 
(HRP city councilwomen). Pun Plamondon 
(Rainbow Peoples Party Michigan Commi­
ttee for Prisoners Rights), and Lee Dell 
Walker (who spent 18 years in Jackson on 
a false murder charge). A petition will be 
circulated to demand the governor use the 
Department of Corrections to recognize the 
Union and to bargain in good faith. 

WHERE DOES YOUR TAX MONEY 
GO? 

Human Rights Party wants Ann Arbor 
citizens to have a say in where their taxes 
go, but the rest of council would rather 
keep us in the dark. 

Every spring the City Administrator 
assesses the city finances and proposes 
the budget. HRP wants an 11 member 
commission, with the same percentage 
party affiliation as council, to have access 
to all the same data and staff personnel as 
the administrator in ge~in!J the budget 
together. This spring the council got to 
see the budget only after it was done and 
there were very few copies available. HRP 
feels we need people to investigate and 
give alternative suggestions for the use of 
city funds. emphasizing human needs 
rather than those of business. 

-Linda Ross-

/ 


	Contents
	image 1
	image 2
	image 3
	image 4
	image 5
	image 6
	image 7
	image 8
	image 9
	image 10
	image 11
	image 12
	image 13
	image 14
	image 15
	image 16




