
This content downloaded from 
�������������155.33.134.26 on Fri, 08 Apr 2022 20:14:09 UTC������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

Krishna, Berkeley's foremost 
drag queen. bas aanounced her 
intent flO create a Bay A rea Trans· 
vestites organization. 

•, t.eI like I have been treat$! 

like tbe '"nigger.. ot Gay Libera­
tion." complained Krishna, 11and 
it's tijne to do something about 
it.·• . 

'Ibe young. attractive, dark­
haired male who dresses in vari­
ous forms of "drag"' (women"s 
clothµJg). declard her intent at 
Mo-,-, s Gay Lib meeting. She 
was decked out in a striking dress 
that included pa,dded shoulders. 

Her (Krishna pi'efets to be re­
ferred to In the feminine gender) 
..announcement sparked a long and 

hea~ debate on the role oftrans­
vestltes in gay liberation. 

"'.Ibey are the vanguard of tbe 
gay revolution," declared Pat 
Brown. who said the only gays in 
his hometown in Texas who really 
foup oft the pigs and stood up 
for themselves were the drag 
queens. 
. Drag queens. it was noted, -.ere 
the ones who sparked the historic 
Chri.$topber Street riots in New 
York two summers ago -- the 
event which many point to as tbe 
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--------------------· birth of the Gay Liberation move­
ment. 

''Drag queens put me uptight. .. 
said Mike Silverstein. "because 
they remind me of my ff!fflin1Dity. 
However, to begin to affirm my 
femtntnlty ls essential to my ~ 

.. -"' 

liberation as a gay person." 
It was noted, however, tbat ma-.. 

ny women consider the male drag 
queen an oppn!ISlve. force, since 
he perpetUates the oppressed. 
rather than liberated, fernale ~ 
age; 
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