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WON'T STOP BEING & MAN,

Astoninhing Carsor of the Countess Sa-
rolte Vay of Austris.

The Countess Sarolta Vay, who for
1be last six yenrs hus played o man's
part in man's attire before the sporting
world of the Austrian Empire, 1s lylng
ill and penniless at the house of 4 friend
in Pesth, Excessive dissipation las
shattered her health and her fortunc.
Her crazy career Is at an end, Hero.
after the gay subjects of Emperor
Frunz Joseph must finrl some other
strong-minded young woman to shock
them with her mad pranks.

A record of the Countess Sarolta
Vuy's young life reads like the first acts
of a melodrama, according to the New
York Sun, General Count Ladislas
Voy von Vays married her mother
thiny-slx years ago. e was the sole
possessor of the vast anid unencumbered
estates of his family, ranked high in
the ntmy and was a chamberlaln of the
Emperor. The first five years of his

Jmnarried life passed and his wife hud
Torne him no heir.  He was o despair,
for in case he had no child his property
woulld go to the crown at his death.
The sixth, seventh snd eighth year
wanl by, and he was still childless. "His
anxicty and disappointment had aircady
begun o warp his mind and embitter
his disposition.  Iuthe ninth year, how-
ever, the Countess bore him a little
girl. He had waited so long and so
snxiously for the birth of an beir that
when the baby came no one dured to
tell him it was not the male heir e had
been looking for so eagerly,

Day after doy was added to the baby's
age, and s1ill no one told Lim the truth,

en the countess decided that, for her
husband’s sake, she would pretend that
Lier child wus s boy; would rear it and
dress it asa boy, und would Tot her hus-
bund die in the happy coufidence that
Lis nume and estates would be properly
banded down to his posterity.  Bo the
priest was induced to baptize the bab
publicly as Bundor (a boy's name), al-
though on the churell vegistor he called
the chiid Sarolta or Charlotte, The lit-
tle girl grew as little boys grow, in
trousers and jackets, with plenty of
Nght fisking, hunting and other similar
sports. When she became 14 years old
Lier fathier decided 1o send her away 1o
# militury school. Just then, however,
an incldeot ocomred which upset all
previous ealenlstlons of the Viy house-
old. 'The countess gave birth toa real

hn‘v.
fere was a preuy pickle, The real
helr kicking about unhonored and un-
recognized in the eradle, and the bogus
Lieir strutting into gencral notice under
the false cover of trousers and rounda-
bouts, The countess cut the koot by
confessing the whole deception to hier
busband, who accepted the situation
Ehllmnhira]lv. and set aboul getting
is eldest child out of Bandor's trousers
dnto Barolta’s skirts.
* Barolts, however, was incorrigible.
SHlhie persisted in playing the purt which
her mother bad wssigned to her.  She
continued to hunt, fish, ride like mad,
fenee aml knock nbout 45 u hoy among
boye. A& she matured she took to
drinking, gambling and smoking just
ua she would have been expected to do
if she had really Leen the male heir of
ull the Vays

Whan she reached ler majority she
mude n formal decluration of dnde-
wndence from all purentsl authority.
3bie went the vounds of the big cities in
i high hat, cutaway cosl and tight
trousers, plunged headlong loto almost
every dissipation which they aftirded,
fought threo duels wilh men who re-
prosched her with hor sex, and event.
ually hrought up in Pesih head over
heels in debt. In her straits sho do-
cided that her only hope of better thnes
Loy in un wdvantageous marriage,

Bhie found a Ii(n':iulifu'l young glrl
numed Marie Engelhardt, the daughter
of & rich army  contvactor in Laybacl,
introduged herself ws Count Sandor
Ny, and under the pretense of bolog
# man gol Herr Epgelhardt 1o accept
iy s ason o lnw.  The martiage cero.
mony between Fruulein Marde and the
countess woas performoed, the nuptials
were oclebrated, and tho quasi-husband
pocketed the big dowry of the quasi
wife. The whole swindle was (lis-
covered shortly, Frauleln Marie was
taken home by her father and the count
ois wis imprisoned in Rlsgoenfurt, ul.
though not before sho had squandered
Fraulein Marie's money.

About four weeks age she wus re
leused from prison and woenl to the
house of Frauleio Czeky, her friend, in
Testli, Bhe wok o Mer bed imume-
dintely, sulfering from nervous prosiry-
tiop.  Within & few days, howoever,
gho pioked up so awmazibgly thet she
was able to tulk with the reporters who
crowded to her bedside for intorvlews,
Blhe was glad Lo sce them all, ghe auld,
and would tell them dll she knew on
one condition, which was thul they
phould treat her exuotly as they would
trest s man,  “‘'Call me "count,” " she
requested, “for I feal the decpest aver-
slon toward everything which reminds
me that I am & woman., 1 would
formally losult & stranger who oalled
mo ‘countess.” An acqualotance would
et no anawar st all.”

1 am perfoctly sound mentally,’” the
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countess aald At the conclusion of the
Inat Interview with her, “fo faot, have
never been betfer, 1 have sown my
Wil onts, aud bave suffered for it All
1 ﬁluh now 1 qulet Tife with my dear
wife"'

Curfously enough Frauleln Murio 1s
full of admiration for the conntess,
speaks of her s the grindest of women,
and Ie anxious to be her companion
through Jife.

The tountess 18 of middle helght, with
n good chest, heavy shoulders, and woll
cevelo arma and logs.  She lias short,
curly dark halr, havel eyos, i saney nose,
and a Cupld's bow mouth. Although
the lines n? hor face havo been somoewhnt
deepened and hardened by her fast Hfe,
sho #thl looks like a handsome, dashing
young fellow of 20 years.
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