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Surprise ending: ]3-ill Smith spent a life­
time in Arl.stra.lia as • a seaman, miR@r, 
jockey and -horse trainer .a:n-d was • ~de­
scribed by_ friends <J;S a ·''hard-swearing 
old rousta.ht>ut." But when Smith- died, 

~ . the obitu_ary read:·· '''Wilhelmina ·Smi~h,, 
. . 

88 '' lV''" e • I ' k • • • : . _ :_. . .1.s .. , i.3)m1t 1 s sex, ept secret even 1n 
: l(,_tker rooms and aboa_rd-ship in_ :crew's 
:· -~uarters, ~as dis€:oveted· in· a hos pita:~ near 
• · Brisbane a few weeks bef o·re her deatff~ • 
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Sex Change 
• 

Uproar in 
Emeryville 

By Carolyn Anspacher , 

Until six months ago the job of physical 
education teacher at Emery High School in 
Emeryville ,had been held by Doris Richards, 
pert, pretty, immensely popular and, in the 
words of a former superintendent of schools, 
"the sweetest girl I've ever known." 

But in those six months Doris Richards 
underwent a sex change operation, with all the 
accompanying hormonal and psychiatric thera­
py, and - as Steve Dain - has informed the 
sGhool board he wants to continue teaching, 
preferably m tbe stlle tenured ~-
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Dain, did ot app~ at Thursday night's 
long and agonizing school board meeting, which 
was conducted behind closed doors and dis­
cussed the future of the teacher and the 
controversies that. have erupted in the small 
East Bay city. 

' 
But he did come in . to the administration . 

office last week - short, stocky and unrecogniz­
able with a luxuriant beard - "to pick up my 
check." • 

The check was :rµade out, as it had been for 
the last 13 years, to Doris Richards. 

According to school officials, it w~s just"'· 
about six months ago that Richards called in 
sick and after two weeks reported she was going 

-to have to undergo surgery. 

Her sick leave checks were mailed to her 
regularly and no questions were asked about 
her operation. • 

Flo Bigelow, a member of the five-member 
school board, said there were hints that 
Richards had undergone a sex change opera­
tion. -As a worker in the Board of Education 
office put it: "Everybody had heard about the 
operation and a lot of us had seen her, too. 

"Why st:ie was here just last week. She stood 
. 

around in the middle of a circle of 
people. She had a beard, closely 

. cropped. It kind of makes your skin 
crawl ... " 

Bigelow was not nearly so 
critical. 

"I can walk with him," she said. 
"It's a delicate matter and it looks 
like a case for our lawyers. Some 
parents are up in arms. 

"Life is complex - full of 
change and if it makes, this person 
.happy to change lifestyles, that's all 
right with me." · 

• What puzzles most people, in­
cluding Bigelow, is that Dain is not 
seeking a new identity in a new 
locale. 

"This certainly is the first time 
1 

~uco a tbfllg has happened to 
~ed. 



DORIS RICHARDS • 

1. 

Lewis Stommel~ Emeryville's 
new superintendent of schools and 
on the job less than a week, had no 
official comment, but did note that 
Richards gave no warning that she 
was returning as a man. 

It was generally agreed that 
Richards was an outstandingly suc­

.·.·••,. cessful physical education teacher. 

As Cheryl Burton, one of her 
young pupils put it: "She coached 

us to championships and everybody 
just loved her." 

Most of Emery High's students 
want Richards retained, beard or 
no beard. 

Many of the city's parents, 
.. however, are reported to be "up in 

,· j arms" and at least some of the 
, f'.~ • ':\ .. t board members are said to be 

-~·, 

.. '~ "terribly upset." 
•.❖ •,. 7 i.:: 

t}\it~J/i} "I don't think we yet under-
,ilfjfi.t!lij! ~tand all th_e. legal ramificatio~s 
•,.•·-,❖=•:-,❖==/-:·:::===~~t=~ involved," said Stommel, the bewil-

dered new superintendent. HWe 
certainly can't practice sex discrim­
ination under Title 9 and we've got 
to do what is legally proper." 

Although Dain could not be 
reached for comment, it is under­
stood he is already writing a book 
on his metamorphosis, and is 
"recording reactions when he 
shows up with a beard and reveals 
hig new identity." 







Sex- hange, Teacller 

,Steve Dain, i!' his Union City home, said, 'I am alone in what I am doing. But I know w 

He1 s Happy as a Man 
By Marcie Rasmus.,,;en 

Steve Dain looks different since his opera­
ion

1 
but he says he's the same person inside. 

To the kids in his Union City neighborhood. 
tie's the same good friend who taught them to 
swim in his pool and who lets them play in his 
game room. 

That he used to be a woman named Doris 
Richards doesn't faze them much, although they 
do confuse the problems. 

But that's forgiven. He does it sometimes 
himself. He has only lived as a male for eight 
months of his 37 years, and there are a lot of old 
habits to break. 

Steve says he is happy and at ease with his 
'sexual identity change. He is a warm, attractive 
person, and he says even the animals in his 
household - three dogs and a four-month-old 
raccoon - are more relaxed these days. 

Dain said he never intended to try to return 
to his old job as women's physical education 
teacher at Emery High School in Emeryville -
a misapprehension that stirred up the small East 
Bay community last week. 

"I don't meet the physical qualifications 
anymore to be a woman in a locker room." 

As a credentialed, tenured teacher, he said 
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in an interview, he can teach other 
subjects and would like to try 
English or science - physiology, 
biology, health, etc. 

Dain has applied for a "subject 
- transfer" to the Emeryville School 

Board, which promised ~ decis!on 
by September 1. The board meets 
again tomorrow to wrestle with the 
issue. 

Dain said he-had not intended 
to return to· the 280-student school 
where Doris taught for the past ten 
years, or even to tell the board of 
his plans. • 

But he did confide them • to 
former School Superintendent 
David Baker, who advised the 
board without Dain's consent, Dain , 
said. Dain .then felt he had to go to 
the board, and he said he met with 
board members in May, after he 
had undergone extensive psychol­
ogical and physical therapy and 
some surgery at Stanford Universi-
ty. 

He wanted to talk with the 
board members "so they would 

, realize I hadn't blown my mind," he 
said. In his opinion, at least some of 
them understood, and one said,. 
"We'd like to have you back," he 
related. 

"I said I would like to come 
back ... if it would not involve a lot 
of 'hassle. I knew the kids would 
adjust." 

Dain said he met with a group 
of students> "to erase any freak-out 
trip that might be imposed on them 
by other people. 

' 
"They were concerned to see 

that I was the same person. They 
were concerned with how I felt 
about Doris. I said I was proud of 
Doris." 

Doris felt she was a successful 
woman. She had a four-bedroom 
home in a quiet, multi-ethnic subur­
ban tract, a pool and barbecue in 
the backyard. Her students chose 
her Teacher of the Year in 1975 and 
she had been head of the teachers 
association. 

She was popular and attractive, 
but she wasn't entirely comfortable 
with herself. Her 5-foot-3 frame was 
heavily muscled. She had enough 
facial hair to require shaving. 

She had a dominant, outgoing 
personality and felt "I always had 
to keep it in check and behave 
more femininely than my real self." 

She felt she had been in 
conflict, "half" male, half female" 
most of her life. As a kid growing 
up in Oakland, she was a fleet 
runner, but the· boys she ran track 
with jeered and coaches wouldn't 
encourage her athletic prowess. 
She had dolls, but she played with 
them as though she were a doctor, 

~ ' fixing their scratches. 
• Doris grew up at a time when 

there was no room for women with 
mannish traits. She tried to com­
pensate as an adult by dieting often 
to stay petite and by wearing 
makeup and pretty clothes. 

Now her 110-pound weight has 
gone to 145, still trim. 

"I had muscles like a male 
athlete," said Dain. "So at school, it 
was Mr. Richard~ ... If I went to the 
sup~rmarket, even with makeup, 
~ometimes they would stare at me 
from behind the counter, and it 
would be 'sir.' " 

Now, he has discovered an 
entfrely different feeling, "being 
called 'sir' when it really is 'sir.' " 
' 



After two years of th~nking 
about th·e move, Dain apphe to 
Stanford's sex-change program: He 
began taking hormones that, in a 
month, gave Doris a man's appear-
ance. 

"Very quickly, I was able to 
live as a man and see if that wo~ld 
solve the identity problem I had. It 
did, he felt, and he proceeded. 
During a psychological re-evalua­
tion, doctors found him . to be 
"much more in harmony with the 
male image I projected. I thought so 
too." 

He said others undergoing the 
same change at Stanford would tell 
themselves that "you have to feel 
like a man. But I want to be who I 
am." 

Dain underwent a mast~cto:r~y 
so skillful that he can shed his shirt 
with confidence, exposing a manly 
chest. Other operations may follow. 

. Hormone therapy, which Dain 
understands to be safe for wo~en. 
changing to males, will ~ont1nue. 
the rest' of his life. Physical and 

-;sychological testing will also con-
tinue. ' . 

He said there are other teach­
, ers in the schools who have had sex 
changes but no one knows who 
they ar~. "I'm not trying to make a 

d t " he added. "I had not prece en , . . d ,, 
desired this to be pubhc1ze • 

But now that it has been, Dain 
vowed he won't quit the eff ?rt !O 

• . ·a teacher at Emeryville in 
remain "I' going to anQther subject area. m . 
stick this out. I don't wan~, to give 
up wha\ I want for myself. 

"I'm not doing anything 
{ 'd wrong,' he sa1 . 

"There's a lot more going_ on in 
every school system that is f,ar 
more detrimental than what I _m 
doing, and much of it is under the 
table. This is open. People can cope 
with it." --: 

' His family has had mixed 
reactions. Dain said he thinks his 
sister and brother understand, but 
his mother is undergoing ''a lot or 
trauma. She feels her daugher has 
died." 

Former dates have been "un­
derstanding. They say 'hang in 
there. It takes a hell of a lot of 
courage.' " 

Women's libbers have accused 
him of copping out. Men "who have 
difficulties with their own sex 
identity are fleeing from me." But 
most people, particularly after 
seeing him and talking with him, 

, . 

have reacted with more equanimi­
ty. 

"There's a fellow I used to 
wave at as Doris. Now 'l wave as 
Steve. He didn't know. He came up 
one day and said, "You and your 
sister are twins, aren't you?' I said, 
'No. My sister and me are the, same 
person." • 

Steve goes to the same barber 
~ 

as Doris did, with no problems. He 
sees more of his friends than 
before. "I'm entertaining more now 
because I feel more at ease. Every­
thing goes together." 

Basically, however, "I am alone 
in what I'm doing. But I know who 

• and where I am." • 

He has been chronicling his 
reactions to the change and intends 
to publish them if possible·. "I 
~wanted to analyze my feelings 
about living in a male world. It's not 
just ..the way you cross your legs, 
you know. I'm exploring this 24 
hours a, day." 

"I am gentle and loving, but a 
man can be that too." However, he 
finds the world of men is "very dry. 
l feel sorry for them. I have a lot of 
compassion _for men. Their world is 
so cold emotionally - and yet. they 
have emotions. I can see why they 
feel 'they must come home to a 

,...wqman." • 













ex-Change uror 

Steve Dain (right) stood by his lawyer, Larry Sleii:er, as Lieutenant Dave Reno served the citation, while 
Emeryville Superintendent Lewis Stommel looked on from behind 



Effleryville 
Teacher­
Arrested 

By_ Marcie Rasmussen 

Steve Dain - who was Doris 
Richards, a tenured Emery High 
School teacher before undergoing a 
sexual identity change - was ar­
rested by the school superin~endent 
yesterday when he appeared for a 
teachers' orientation meeting. 

Superintendent Lewis Stom­
mel, newly on the job in the 
Emeryville Unified School District, 
made a citizens arrest in the 
hallway as about 100 district teach­
ers assembled for the meeting 
looked· on quietly. 

He cited an education code 
section making "willful disturb­
ance" at a public school or school 
meeting a misdemeanor. 

Stommel summoned three po­
lice officers who, appearing some­
what uncomfortable, escorted Dain, 
37, to the Emeryville police station 
where he was booked and given a 
citation. 

Dain, accompanied by his law­
yer, was first confronted by· Stom­
mel outside the school ·as he ap­
proached with a group of other 
teachers. Dain was carrying a huge, 
bag-wrapped bowl of salad intend­
ed for a pot-luck luncheon the 
teachers were planning for a break 
in the day-long meeting. 

Stommel read Dain a statement 
in tones too low to overhear. But ] 
~ 

the message apparently informed 
him that the superintendent would 
call the police if Dain did not leave 
voluntarily. 

Stomn1el, who had told the 
Chronicle earlier "I'm going to 
make sure the Emeryville School 
district doesn't become a carnival," 
then disappeared to make his call to 
police. Dain proceeded inside and 
was greeted by several teacher 
friends. 

The orientation session joined 
by Dain, had a festive air as 
teachers chattered and renewed 
acquaintances. But the conversa­
tional hum stilled as Stommel came 
in, called Dain into the hall and the 
officers appeared. 

Dain talked with several 
teachers. and others came up to 
give him a warm welcoming hug 
or handshake. 

Sergeant Dave Reno asked 
Stommel if a disturbance had oc­
curred. 

"As far as I'm concerned, yes," 
the superinteQdent replied. "This is 
not a normal teacher orientation 
. . . I'm declaring a disturbance, 
gentlemen. Do your duty." 

Last December, Dain left work 
as Doris Richards, Emery High 
School's women physical education 
teacher, and underwent hormone 
treatments, extensive testing and a 
full mastectomy at Stanford Uni­
versity's sex-change clinic. 

The controversy began when 
Dain decided to try to return to the 
school - but in another teaching 
capacity. 

His application for reassign­
ment is still before the school 
board, and the job of women's 
physical education teacher is post­
ed for applicants, officials said. 



But Johnston also suggested 
the b?ard could decide to put Dain 
back 1n the position, hire a matron 
to supervise locker and shower 
room activities and reduce Dain's 
pay accordingly. 

Dain is scheduled to appear for 
arraignment in Oakland Municipal 
Court on the misdemeanor charge 
~n September 10 at 9 a.m. 



Sex-Change Teacher 
Arrested at School 

By RICK MALASPINA 

, EMERYVILLE-Steve Dain, the ~...--''~----~---

Emery High School girls' physical edu- Inside the building, Stommel stopped 
cation teacher who underwent a sex . Dain before he entered the meeting room 
change operation during a sick leave~ and read him a prepared statement in a 
showed up at school yesterday and hushed voice. 
promptly was arrested by the school 
superintendent. They then parted, Dain into the meet-

ing where he was greeted by fellow 
Police said Supt. Lewis Stommel of teachers and Stommel to an office where 

the Emeryville Unified School District he called police. 
"very cordially" made a citizens arrest • 
on Dain, ~ 37-year-old . veteran teacher Asked by officers if a disturbance had 
wbose former name was Doris Richards. occurred, Stommel answered, "As far as 

I'm concerned, yes. This is not a normal 
Emeryville police Lt. Jerry Miranda teacher orientation. I'm declaring a dis• 

said Stommel phoned police at 9:30 a.m. turbance. Gentlemen, do your duty." 
after Dain came to a teacher orientation , 
meeting uninvited and refused Stom- Dain,. accompanied by his attorney, 
mel's repeated requests to leave. said he thought he would be fired if he 

Three officers escorted Dain out of failed to attend the teacher meeting, held 
the school as about 100 district teachers in preparation for the opening of school 
watched. Dain was cited on a misde- on Tuesday, Sept. 7. ' 
meanor charge of unauthorized attend­
ance at a school meeting and failure to 
leave. 

''It was all very cordial and there 
were no heated words," said Miranda 
when asked to describe the scene be­
tween Dain and the newly appointed 
schools chief. 

Stommel said Dain had been asked to 
stay away from the school until his job 
status. is ironed out. 
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Sex~Change: 
l' eacher Wins 
Court Test· 

By Marcie Rasmussen 

• Steve Dain: the Emery High 
&;hool teacher who became a male 
through a sexual identity change; 
won a court order yesterday direct­
ing school officials to assign him a • 
teaching job and turn over $3200 in 
~ack pay. , 

' Dain said he would go back to -
school this morning ready for work. 
Pain was formerly Doris Richards, 
the women's physical education 
teacher at the school for the past 
ten years. 

The Emeryville school board 
bad neither fired him nor returned 
him to work this year, after, he • 
~merged from a leave of absence 
)Vith a • male iden.tity acqui 
~h tlm Stanford U 

clinic. ' 

:;4-,J h1r1VCISC0 

Clf-R..0((/1 C LG' 

{)er. 

William Johnston, attorney for 
the Emeryville Unified School Di$­
trlct, contended Dain ~ad used Ufi 
his sick leaye during his absence 

· vnce last December and had aban­
ttoned his job. 

Dain's attorneys countered 
that the teacher had given the 
board two me$fical releases certify­
ing that he could return to work 
iQd that Dain. had in fact tried ~ 

. 1 urn; Hpwever, Superinten.Jt 
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STEVE DAIN,. FORMERLY DORIS Rl~H-ARDS •• .. 
The court• ord~red him assigned, with back pay 

1. \, \_ ' )· "'-

SEX~CHANGE TEACHER 
A J. / _ '• • 

From Page 1. 

Lewis Stommei had him ~rrested 
when he appeared for a teacher's 
i:.erjen~JitiOP~IP-e~t(µg ~~t the _sctiQo 
Septemoer. 2. J; • _. 

~ ,: t 

• Dain faces trial Tuesday in 
Oakland Municipal Court on. a 
charge of "wilful disturbance" of' 
that µieeting. " , • • 

I 

.Alameda county Superior 
~ourt Judge Robert K. B·arber•, 
when shown the medical releases,· 
said,· "This removes the r medical 
question.'~ 1 

•· 
,_ • ~ , A 

,· 

:filed September 22, accusing the 
distritt of wrongfully withholding 
his pay since August 1 and depriv­
ing him"of his tenured teaching job. 

~- ~ ""( ---..:.- ~ ·~~ ' •• a:,... ~- -

:·sto·mmel, :who was in the court 
audience, said later he wquld poll 
the fi.ve-member · board by ,tele­
phone to determine what to do 
next .. If directed to fire Dain, 
Stommel said, h~ would comply. 

- ; 

"I don't know about this free-
. floating chromosome,". Stommel 
said. '~Where do 'you place him?" 

f \, 

''Not to the board," Johnston I)ain's teaching credential 
colltended. "Dain ~as a girls' gym ~ would allow him to, teach any 
teacher.'' - • subject, and' he has said he would 

, . 
1 

. ~ , ,. • ·pref er sciences. Stommel said he 
·Howeve~, follovl1n_g the coqsiders the~ general _secondary 

lengthy_ hearing, Barber ordered~ credential·"old-fashioned." 
Dain reinstatecl with two months' • • 
back pay.' - -

Dain "has the same Social 
Security · number" as Doris Rich­
ards, Johnston said 'at one point 
'~but is. ,it the same perso'n?~.' • • • ' 

\ -- - - • ' 

- The ruling came in. a suit' Dain • 

Dain, whose lawyers ·included 
representatives for both the Cali­
fornia Federation . of Teachers and 
the California Teachers Associa­
tion, said the ruling s,trikes a blow 
Hf or , the protection of , 'tenured 
teachers evervwhere." C .. 



Charges in EmerYville 

. School Suspends Sex-,C~ange Teacher 
By Marcie Rasmussen 

Steve Dain, who assumed a 
male's identity after undergoing 
sex change surgery, was suspended 
yesterday from his Emery High 
School teaching job on charges qf 
"immoral conduct" and "evident 
unfitness for service:" 

The news was greeted with 
tears and dismay by some of Dain's 
-former students, who had been 
waiting to greet the popular teach­
er upon his expected return to the 
school yesterday morning. 

On Thursday, Alameda county 
Superior Court Judge Robert K. 
Barber ruled that the Emeryville 
Unified School District must rein­
state Dain, 27, formerly women's 
physical education teacher Doris 
Richards, and give him two months' 
back pay. 

But Dain-who left work last 
December as Richards and tried to 
come back this fall as Dain-saict . 
when he returned home shortly 
after midnight yesterday Superin­
tendent Lewis Stommel was wait­
ing to serve him with the suspen- . 
sion notice. • 

Stommel, who school officials 
said had the support of most of the 
school board members, alleged five 
ch~ges as "causes for dismissal." ' 

They were: 

• JQllsely claiming absence for 
illness. 

• Doing potential • psychologi­
cal h~rm to pupils. 

• Potentially disrupting the 
educational process. 

• Transporting students out­
side the district without ·their par­
ents' knowledge or consent. 

• Conducting an unauthorized 
lecture-on "sex changes" with 
s!udents on school premises. 

Dain maintained he has not 
violated the education code sec­
tions that spell out caus~ for firing 
tenured teachers. He said he would , 
demand an appeal hearing, if his 
lawyer determines that the papers 

were legitimate and properly 
served. • • .. 

Stommel said _the judge's rul­
ing applied only to Dain's suit 

accusing the district of wrongfully 
withholding his pay since August 1 
and depriving him of his job. 

"The judge said you've got, to 

fish or cut bait," Stommel said. As 
Stommel viewed it, the alternatives 
were reinstatement-which he 
fears could spark a taxpayer's suit· 
over payment of some $10,000 in 
sick leave-money to Dain during his 
absence, firing Dain, which the 
board would have to do, or suspend­
ing 4im by superintendent's order. 
He chose the last, which sets up a 
hearing proce~s. 

If Dain requests it, a state 
bearing examiner and a three­
member panel will consider the 
charges and make a ruling. 
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Charges'· 

Sch ... i1~½ill~ -~;;a, 

By Marcie Rasmussen 

Steve Dain, who assumed a 
male's identity after undergoing 
sex change surgery, was suspended 
yesterday from his Emery High 
School teaching job on charges Qf 

Himmoral conduct" and "evident 
unfitness for service." 

The news was greeted w_ith 
tears and dismay by some of Dain's 
.former students, who had been 
waiting to greet the popular teach­
er upon his expected return to the 
school .yesterday morning. 

On Thursday, Alameda county 
Superior .Court Judge Robert K. 
Barber ruled that the Emeryville 
Unified School District must rein­
state Dain, 27, formerly women's 
physical education teacher Doris 
Richards, and give him two months' 
back pay.· 

But Dain-who left work last 
December as Richards and tried to 
come back this fall as Dain-said . 
when he returned home shortly 
after midnight yesterday Superin­
tendent Lewis Stommel was wait­
ing to serve him with the suspen- . 
sion notice. • • 

Stommel, who school officials 
said had the support of most of the 
school board members, alleged five 
ch~ges as "c~uses for dismissal." •• 

. They were: 

• • Ealsely claiming absence for· 
illness. 

• l 
I 

• Doing potential psychologi-
cal har:qi to pupils. 

• Potentially disrupting the 
educational process. 

_ • Transporting students out­
side the district without,their par­
ents' knowledge or consent. . 

• Conducting an unauthorized 
lecture-on "sex changes" with 
students on school premises. - ..,,. 

') 

Dain maintained he has not 
violated the education code sec­
tions that spell out cause for firing 
tenured teachers~ He said he would , 
demand an appeal hearing, if his 
laWYer determines that the papers 

were legitimate and properly 
served. • · • •. 

Stommel said the judge's rul­
ing applied only to Dain's suit 

accusing the district of wrongfully 
withholding his pay since August 1 
and depriving him of his job. 

"The judge said you've got, to 

fish or cut bait," Stommel said. As 
Stommel viewed it, the alternatives 
were reinstatement-. which he 
fears could spark a taxpayer's suit· 
over payment of some $10 000 in 
sick leave money to Dain du;ing his 
absence, firing Dain, which the 
board would have to do, or suspend­
in Q.im by superintendent's order. 
He chose the last, which sets up a 
hearing proce~s . 

If Dain· requests it, a stat~ • ' 
hearµig ex~miner and a three­
member panel wUl consider the 
charges and make a ruling. 

, . ,, 
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"If a person believes th~y are 
not who they are . and they are 
somebody, then who are they?" 
mused Stommel. "People who un­
dergo these sorts of things have 
been termed as having 'unresolved 
identity crisis problems.'" He said 
Dain has been quoted as saying he 
had a double mastectomy and 
hormone injections which must be 
maintained. 

' 

"Since a person's undergone 
this can we guarantee fitness for 
ser\1ce?" Stommel added. He said 
the charge concerning the "immo­
rality" part of the code con~erne<l: 
the sick leave payments "and has 
nothing to do with whether I agree 
with the sex change or not."' 
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Sex-Change Teacher 
Wins Another Case· 
St~ve Dain, the Emery High School teacher, who . 

underwent a sex-change operation, won another legal 
victory yesterday when Oakland-Piedmont Munjcipal 
Court Judge Roderic Duncan dismissed "willful dis­
turbance" charges against him. 

The charges had been brought by Superintendent 
Lewis Stommel of the Emery Unified High School 
District in Emeryville on September 2 after Dain 
refused an order not to attend a teacher orientation 
meeting. 

Dain, formerly a women's physical education 
teacher at the school under the name of Doris Richards, 
had attended the Stanford University sex change clinic 
earlier this year and returned. to school this fall as a 
male. 

Stommel testified yesterday. that he had· Dain 
arreste(I because fie had seen him, ~fore Se 
lecturipg some students about • ... -..... ' 



The superintendent said this violated regulatioi;is 
calling for school board and parental approval of sex 
education on campus. 

Dain who has been in a kind of occupational limbo 
since schools reopened last month, won another legal 
victory last week. 

Alameda county Superior Court. Jud~e Ro~ert K. 
Barber ordered school officials to assign hIID a Job and 
pay him $3200 in back pay. 

That was not the end of Dain's trouble with the 
district, however. The next day, Stom!;Ilel su~pe~ded 
Dain on charges of "immoral conduct and evident 
unfitness for service." 

Trustees of the Emery Unified School District ~Ill 
consider those charges at a meeting tomorrow evenmg. 
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Sex-Change 
Teacher Still • 
~ aces Hearing , 

A state Department of Educa­
tion diSciplinary hearing ordered 
by Alameda county Superior Court 
Judge Harold Hove for Steve Dain, . 
the Emery High School teac~er 
who underwent sex change thera­
py, will consider three allegations. 

• Last January State Hearing 
Officer Charles H. Bobby ruled that 
five accusations against Dain, pre,; 
f erred by school district trustees, 
were invalid and he dismissed all of 
them. 

, Thursday Judge Hove, acting 
on an appeal filed by the trustees, 
upheld Bobby's dismissal of two of 
the allegations: that Dain's contin­
ued teaching constituted potential 
harm to the pupils, and that liis 
presence poientially disrupted the 
ed~~ 

St:-t""' Fief;1c./.sco C /.,,on /c./e 

Ju ,1 e / ~ / 9 77 

. There will be a re-hearinj 
Bobby on the remaining three 
allegations: that Dain falsely 
claimed absence for illness from 
December, 1975, to June, 1976; that 
Dain transported 'students outside 
the school district withput consent 
of parents in the summer of 1976, 
and that he gave an unauthorized 
lecture on sex changes during the 
summer of_ 1976. 

Dain, formerly Doris Richards, 
has filed a $600,000 damage suit 
against the school district and its 
superintendent, Lewis Stommel. , 
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