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B'y Bet Power 
In r _ pon e to the rec, nr I tter by ar _ h 

D1reher and Li. Brook , ·hi h y u headlin d 
1'\'i ibilit ·? \\'hose i ibilit} ?' (G £ 

March I 1-l 7, 1990), l feel mo~;ed to pre enc 
anoLh r bian , ie\\ point re,garding the 
1990 orthampton Le bian/Gay Pride 
Mar h. By remo ing the \\'Ord j 'Bi e, u.aJ' 1 

from the march titlie and banning Bi ·t1aI 
from the deci ion-making Steering ommit­
tee, a mall group ot· L1esbians ha uc eeidcd 
in planning and conducting tl1i year' 
marc'h with blatant and off en ive di. crimin­
ation again t nother sexual min rit , 
Bisexual . Tt1i ha done gre t injury to 
unit_ and cornmunit. among all e, .ual 
min ritie. in Western Ma achusett . 

t a larger communit march meeting 
held on March 15 in Northampton spon 
ored by the Valle)' Gay Alliance ,and tl1c 

UMa s Program for Lesbian, Ga)· and 
Bisexual Concerns, over 300 concerned ir1 -
dividua[ rep re en ting a wide ran.g of s xt1al 
minorities attended. Many Lesbians at tl1e 
meeting _ p,oke of their own sense ot· discom­
fort, help,le nes · and e,, clu ion fr,o,n the 
tnarch this year an 1d in past year for a arie­
ty of rea ons: 1. they are lovers or friend ot~ 
Bi exuals; 2. they are themselve Lesbian 
corning out a Bi e uals; 3. they are Le -
bian who are also Sadoma ochists; 4. they 
are ,Le bian who als,o cro sdre /are 
tran vestites; 5 .. they a.re Lesbians who are 
coming out a having transgender/tran -
exual fe,eling · (''Feeling like' a man in a 

woman's body'' is no horror,. ,contrary to 
M . . Dreher and Ms. Brooks - it i simply a 
fact of life, for another brave and proud 
group of newly-emerging oppressed people. 
Besides, Gertrude Stein i1dentified mo t 
comfortably as a straight man, Radclyffe 
Hall' friends calle,d her/him ''John,'' Willa 
Cather was a .. k.a. ''William."), 6. they are 
frien.ds of male-to-female transvestites (the 
talented drag queens who perf orm.e,d against 
the grain at last year's Northampton Pride 
rally); 7. they are partners/lovers of fem,ale~ 
to-m,ale ; 8. they are friends of Gay men ,and 
straight allies who fin.d. this year,s Ste,ering 
Committee and march a. hostile, oppressive 
environment to anyone without Lesbian 
Separatist c,onvictions. The curren.t ,danger­
ous trend to narrowly define who 
'''belongs'' in Lesbia.n community is in­
tolerant of our differences which ought to 
b,e res.pected and is self-destru 1ctive to the 

• Lesbian movement itself. 
As I ee it, Lesbians an.d ,Qay men have 

made significant progress in vis,ibility ac­
cep1tance, and ''respectability'' in this coun­
try ,over the last 20 years .. The achievement 
o,f the passage of the Massachusetts Lesbian 
and Gay Civil Rights legislation is 0 1ne in­
dication. There ar 1e many othe,r break­
through signs of progress ,(an Academy 
Award grante'd for best docum 1entary movie 
to a Names Quilt film, the support of 

• 

lizabeth Tavlor and other . ti er ta 1n tl1 
• 

fight again t [D • rh pr it bl '\\r 111 n 
n1t1 ic indu tr)' and re nt p 1pl1l .. it~' . f ·._..., -
bian per 10 1rm r in main trea ., 11u i "'. et . ). 

hi · i. not L · a , the trt1g 1 i \1.:r. It '"T-. "'-' "---· 

tainl_ i. n't. But urel . ~· bi .. r1 , (an bcgi11 t , 
~C an.d tak _ in th man)' ad\• .nc.-, ma,tte 

N t o, for o,t h r ,.-- ti al pr· t·~r "'rices. 

Bi eAual , Tr,an, \1 tit (b th m .. ic-t 1'-

f em ale and female-to-rnale'), T.ran . tial. 
(again. both MT and FT · 1), ad rllitSO 

chi t. and other , are jt1 t bcginn11 " t l'ind 
their - oi -eL ~ organize . upiiort nd 111 \ 'C L1p 
From · ilence and i'n,,i. ,ibilit int tl1e ligl1t 01· 
da)·. There i often re i ta11i:c, bt1l t th 
~ame time the e arc "ignificant igr1s t l1at, 
11 a 1 i n \i\ id e a ex u a I '1 i n r i Li I Jo 'ITI c r1 t 

-
1 r n1ovem nt5 - i e\ ol\·i 11g ro111 t l1c 

Ga,· a11d L .. biar1 NI0\1 mc11t. lt' . tt1e I attire 
• 

of growth co be large( hout chang1.:. 
I an1 beginning to, tl1ink n1e Le bian in 

Ll1e Nortl1ampton area a.r tL1ck back ir1 Ll1e 
111.iddle ,70 with no pcrsor1,tl or politic I 
re ot1rce for generosity of pirit and gr ... _c . 
Wl1ile we're moving toward self~-d _ l'i11,iti r1, 
}Jride and ''respectability," let' take all f 
11 along! The sexual is per ona]. The per-
onal is political. Lesbian , Gay men, Bi . -

ual , S/Mer . TVs and TS have an -nor­
mously difficult Ii f e perien in comn1on: 
per ecution because who we IO\'e and I ep 
with or how w,e sleep with who e f ·_ e ( r 
our elve. ) i different than c, r1 er,, ti,'c 
hetero e uality. 

Speaking of ' visibility'' ., .. at what pric , 
ar1d wh10 pay. ? Because w _ do n1ot wi ,h l1 
ma.rch over the bodie ot· ther hl1rt, ov_ 

clud.ed and sile,nced se u,al minoritie f 1or an 
exclusive (albeit tiny) pla,ce in tl1e un for 
Lesbians in Northampton this May, t ht;; 
New Alexandria Lesbian Library (NALL) .. 
which has been a part o.f the Valley Le bian 
and Gay community for 11 year , will not 
parlicip,ate in the march with our Lib,rary 
banner this year, for the fir t time cvc,r in 
Northampto,n her tory. HELIX (a 
woman-to-woman S/M support gro,up f r 
Le bians and Bisexual women) an 1d many 
more Lesbians, Gay m 1en, S/Mer , TV and 
TSs, wiLl also choose to refuse the term of 
this year's discriminating Northampton 
Lesbian/Gay March. 

We'll hop on a community bus t,o diver e 
New Yo,rk City Pride instead .... and ba k i11 

the glow of a sun larg.e and free enough to 
shine on us one and all. And wl1ile 'We're 
there, we'll remember with grati tu 1de th t a 
leath,er-jacketed . cros dre sed Le ,bian 
transvestite minority woman and her drag 
queen s.upporters beg.an it all at St new,all. 
Still cause for celebration today... v,en 
down Main Street, Northampton USA. 

Bet Power is Dir;ector of the .New Alexan­
,dria Lesbia'n' Libra.ry 1as we'll a Dire tor of 
SHELIX in Northampto,n', Mass. 
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