"GOSSIP OF THR STAGE,

The Latest Conb‘ln‘l!on' in the Vawlety Line—
Sam T. Jack’s Creole Burlesque Company.

~Ezcept in the, minstrel Jine the Afro-
Aimerican has held a very small place ou the
s-age. It hes been a number of years since
Haverly putthe first Georgia Minstrels upon
the boards, which for a time forced recogni-
tion of worth and appreciation the world

over. But minstrelsy had its day and for
the past foeur or five years has been on the
‘wane. .The stars, Mclntosh, - Kersands,
Birvks,:Lucas, the Bohee Brothers, **Judge’’
Crusoe and many others baving divided their
forces'or retired from tbe stage, is probably
ths causs of this lgck of public interest.
Mr. Cleveland has tried with some snccess to |
revive the colored minstrel business, and |
while be has a few of the origisal merry.
makers, Tom Meclatosh bsing the manager,
his company is made up mostly of new tal-
ent, . . .
Pcobably the most refloed aund elevated
Afro-American samuzement company ever
orgspizad was brought together recently by
Mr. William Foote for a tour of Europe.
All o his stars are new in this line, and in
stead of making plantstion melodies and pe-
culiar dialect their forte, they kave & anrt of
nistorical bearing in oortraving the different
evolu:ions from 1860 to.1891, With .such
stars as Mme. Marie Suliki, leader ef the
burlesqub opera, and her busband, Mr. Ve.
lotka,’basso; Mme.-Mamie Flowers, a noted
snprano as leader of the choruses and Mr,
H. E. Jonés, as banjoist and guitarist, one
can see that the organ:z:r’s intention was to
elevate the character of the minstrel show
(gud possibly. dra= a new interest, .
> The Jatest combination seen around Neir
York in this line is Sam T. Jack’s Creole
Burlesque Company.  Thiscompany iscom-
tosed of all- Afro-Americans and the pro.
gram contains .many names familiar to the
mu:ical apd theatre goisg public. The
company is what they.call .in theatrical cir-
cles a varisty company and is'made up of
many New York city girls. They played to
tull and appreoiative houses last week at
Hyde and Behman’s Theatre, Breoklya,
Tne performance commenced with & tropi-
ocal revelry, intreduding an excellent array
of artists. The curtaiz ross amidst the sing-
ing of & beautiful melody, and displayed a
galsxy of artisis in graceful poses, with the
customary end men to make the fun. Misses
Florence Briscoe, Florence. Hines, May
Bohee and Mrs. Sam Lucas, as sonversation-
alists and soloists, gave a new impression of
the possibilities of eur girls in the yariety
bus ness.. Miss Bohes is a daughter of one'
of the Bohes Brothers and is destined to at-
tain much prominence among -theatricals as
a gerio comic einger. The DsWolf Sisters
in sunset melodies, George Westerner and
Fred Piper, punsters, Jones, Norris and
Grant, fun makers, Irviog Jones, premier
knock about song and dinca cemedian; the
four Creoles and Mr. and Mrs. Wesley B.
Norris kapt the sudience highly. amused for
'over an hour..” The veteran Sam Lucas and
'his wife are spendid entertainers. Mrs,
' Liucas, besides playing many musical instru.
“ments, has developad into & contralto sioger
of much merit, DMiss Florence Hines im-.
personated a male character, in & manner
that would do credit to any variety actor on
the stage. The priza dauciog by -Barrell
Hawkins, Irving Jomes, Burt Grant, Wes.
ley Norris and Mlles. Marie Valerie, Stac-
ciona and Stsbolo, with George Weston as
babjo accompanist, was a feature that elic--
ited.much applanse. ‘‘The Beauties of the
Nile; or, Doomed by Fire,’’ an ancient
"Ezyptian burlesrque, by twenty young wo--
men, nobles, soothsayers, fire worshippers
and Nubians, was a gorgeous display of
physical development. Ths grand Awa-
z-nisn March, under the direction of Miss
‘Florence Hines, with a superb tableau; con-
cluded - the performsance. The entire com-
pany is well drilled and perform their re
gpective parts with much exsctness and
precision. : - WgH Craise,




