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Tiffany Club of New England 
HIV Education Counseling and Testing at TCNE 

by Brenda Burke 

0 n a recent Tuesday night a g~oup 
from Wayside Youth & F arruly 
Support Network visited the 

Tiffany Club for an informative, 
educational session on HIV and AIDS. 
HIV/AIDS counselor Marty Bearer and 
our own Nancy Cain put together the 
workshop, which was received well by 
members in attendance. 

The first speaker from the Wayside group 
was Pam Mullins, a mother from Hopkinton. 
She shared with us a story that hit home, the 
tragic death from AIDS of her daughter 
Chris, who was transgender. Like most of 
us, Chris grew up always interested in the 
feminine--fascinated with her mom's makeup 
and clothes, more interested in playing with 
Barbies than climbing trees like her younger 
brothers. Unfortunately, she was taunted and 
beat up often as an adolescent. Mrs. Mullins 
asked Chris if he was gay when he reached 
puberty and again during his adolescence, 
but this did not describe Chris. The mother 
recalled that she had never heard the words 
transsexual or transgender. By the age of 18, 
Chris presented herself to her mother as the 
person that she felt most comfortable being-­
a beautiful young lady, in makeup and 
women's clothes. How Mrs. Mullins came 
to accept Chris, and her strength in providing 

care for her dying daughter in the face of 
ignorance and prejudice, were a touching 
Mother' s Day tribute to higher love. 

The next speaker was an HIV-positive 
mother. She told of how she had contracted 
the HIV virus from an infected IV needle, 
used to inject drugs. But instead of giving up 
when she discovered that she was HIV 
positive, she turned her life around. She has 
been clean for over five years, and has 
benefitted from the AIDS medications now 
available. She has also married, and given 
birth to two beautiful children, whom she 
calls the "miracles." Both babies were born 
HIV positive, but their bodies were able to 
reject the virus. Of course, she says, "Even 
though I'm HIV positive, I'm still their mom. 
They can get on my nerves, like all kids do." 
Her life story shows us that HIV is not a 
death sentence--it is possible to live 
productively if you don't give up and get 
superior medical care. 

After a 10-minute break, Marty reviewed 
how the AIDS virus is spread and how it can 
be prevented. She asserted that that the virus 
was not "caused by some little green 
monkey," as one rumor says. Instead, Marty 

(continued on page 10) 

Issue 5 



May 1997 Rosebuds Page2 

Rosebuds monthly 

Publication of the Tiffany Club of New 
England, Inc. 
Box 2283, Woburn, MA 01888-0483. 

Editor and Publisher: Brenda Burke 
Subscriptions: Jolenne Stanley 
Editorial Consultant: Jean Marie Stine 

Tiffany Hotline: (617) 891-9325, 7-lOPM 
Tues. 

TCNE is a nonsexual, nonprofit, tax-exempt 
(501 c-3) educational charity, founded to 
support the transgender community. 

All rights reserved. Permission is granted to 
all not-for-profit organizations to reprint 
Rosebuds articles, provided that publication 
and authorship credit is given. Any 
commercial use of Rosebuds material is 
hereby prohibited. Publication and 
authorship rights of materials reprinted in 
Rosebuds from another source remain with 
the originator. 

Rosebuds accepts paid advertising. Annual 
rates are $200 for a quarter-page-sized ad 
and $100 for a business-card-sized ad. 
Those who wish to know more about this 
should contact the editor. Advertisements or 
articles in Rosebuds mentioning products or 
services should not be considered as 
endorsements of same by the Rosebuds staff 
orTCNE Inc. 

Subscriptions to Rosebuds are available to 
nonmembers of TCNE Inc. for $25 per year 
($35 first class). Send money and mailing 
name and address to the editor or 
subscriptions manager. 

Brenda insists that all articles be submitted 
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A TASTE OF BOSTON 

by Karen Melanson 

I was looking for something to do on Sunday, 
May 4, when the mail came on Saturday. 
There was a flyer from radio station WRKO 
announcing "A Taste of Boston," to be held 
Sunday at the FleetCenter. "What a 
wonderful idea," I thought. It sounded like 
just the place to go and do something just a 
little different. There was even a discount 
coupon included. 

The next morning I decided to dress in a wide 
width blue floral skirt with a matching pink 
blouse. Even though the temperature was 
supposed to be in the 60's (it wasn't), I 
decided to also wear a blue blazer. I've been 
going out for over a year and by now am 
pretty comfortable and passable in public. 

I got to the FleetCenter about 15 minutes 
before the doors opened and encountered a 
sea of humanity. There were literally 
thousands of people all jammed together 
waiting for the doors to open at noon. We 
were all standing--or should I say pressing-­
next to each other. It didn't matter if they 
were small children or babies in carriages. I 
felt bad for them since there was no place for 
them to go. Even though I was standing 
very, very close to the people around me it 
went off very smoothly. 

Finally at 12:04 the FleetCenter opened and 
we all went up one level, to wait again in 
another series of lines to purchase tickets for 
the event. This process took about 15 
minutes, and then we had to move through 
the lines waiting to buy still more tickets to 
enter the exhibit area. I hooked up behind 
two women, which made my journey from 
one end of the ticket lines to the other end 
easier. Once again, although it was crowded, 
it went off smoothly. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from previous page) 
"A Taste of Boston" was held on two levels. 
The main stage area was fairly roomy, with 
areas for kids' entertainment, a WRKO radio 
broadcast from the location, about a dozen 
exhibitors with samples of their products 
(food, soft drinks, ice cream), and a stage 
area for live entertainment which was held 
throughout the day. I got around this area 
very well as there was plenty of room and not 
that many people. I discovered why when I 
went to the next floor. 

On the concourse area were booths set up 
along the walls, with at least 50 vendors who 
were distributing American and international 
food; wine, spirits, and beer; plenty of 
desserts; health foods; and snacks. This is 
where everybody was. The tables with the 
various food and drink were 3 to 4 deep with 
people looking to get the free samples. It 
was very uncomfortable trying to get near the 
tables, with people bumping and 
maneuvering for position. I got my 
pocketbook knocked off twice, but otherwise 
I was not the worse for wear. 

The one interesting section was the section 
for alcohol. This presented me with a 
challenge, because to take drinks you had to 
go to a special table and show your ID to 
prove you were over 21. Once you proved 
you were of age, they put a special bracelet 
on your wrist so you could go into the 
drinking area. Now anyone who knows me 
can see that I'm over 21, but I wanted to try 
out my non-government-issued Mass ID, 
which had my picture, date of birth, etc., on 
it. This was the first time I had shown it to 
anyone and I wanted to see how it would 
work. I passed this test with flying colors. 
However, I'm not totally convinced this was 
a valid test, because there were hundreds of 
people crowding around the table. Anyway, 
I got to sample wines, spirits, and beers out 
of a shot-sized cup after showing off my ID. 
I tried to get as many samples of various 
items as I could while still maintaining a 
ladylike image, which meant that I didn't go 

1. 

after everything since certain tables were just 
too impossible to get near. 

I played this game for about 2 hours and 
finally gave it up . I was exhausted and tired, 
but I was also very pleased with myself for 
mixing together with thousands of people in 
very close confines and not being "read" (or 
at least heard or felt that I was read). I 
would not recommend this experience too 
often, but I'm very glad I went to A Taste of 
Boston and would recommend this to anyone 
who feels comfortable and passable for next 
year. 

W a<e prnud to announce 
that 

Christine Salminen-Stone, RE 
Electrolysis 

has joined 

Linda DeFruscio, RE, RI, PME 
Electrolysis/Skin Care 

Paula Arrigo, RE 
Electrolysis 

Lilla Occhino, RE, PME 
Electrolysis/Skin Care 

Veronica Voykhansky, PME 
Clinical Skin Care 

at 
A&A Electrolysis and Skin Care. 

For more information or 
to schedule an appointment 

please call 
(677) 964-1000 

Electrolysis and Skin Care 
815 Washington Street Newton Massachusetts 02160 

VISA, MC, Discover, American Express; $5 off service, first visit, mention this ad 
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THE HOLLY CROSS ARCHIVES 

[ED: Somewhere in Waltham we find 
reminders. An electric typewriter that no 
longer obeys a master, a nameplate heralding 
"Miss Provincetown" affixed prominently. 
The mysterious call letters WIOOP. And a 
stack of correspondences and commentaries 
that sheds light on some of the most 
intriguing recent developments in the gender 
community. To whom do we owe these 
timeless artifacts? Why, to none other than 
that notorious "post-op transvestite" Holly 
Cross. Just because she has relocated to 
southern California does not mean that 
Holly's voice will stop being heard. We 
hope to feature more from this unique 
collection from the future, as well as any 
current musings from Ms. Cross. The 
International Foundation for Gender 
Education now has her correspondences 
stored in its archives. Rosebuds thanks the 
IFGE for permission to print (or reprint) 
these excerpts .] 

BECOMING A (fill in your own term of 
opprobrium) 

I guess I'm preaching to the choir. It 
seems fairly evident now ... as son as the 
present crop of counselors and psychiatrists 
die off or retire, most people will start to 
agree ... that homosexuals are born with the 
tendency, strong or latent, and the MANY 
"gays" who married in the 1920s and 1930s 
have (some of them) reproduced, siring 
normal "straight" offspring, who may not 
have found out about their father's sexual 
orientation until it became more stylish and 
less subject to instant exile from jobs and 
society. (Of course there always were some 
jobs--artist, ballet dancer--where it wasn't 
unusual and in fact may have had 
advantages.) 

What brought this up was a couple 
of recent news items, one from New Jersey, 
where a drug addjct made a stink about being 
in a skit where he was chosen to be 

crossdressed; another where a man beat his 
two-year-old son to death because his 
mannerisms were effeminate. He was 
"becoming homosexual," said Diaz. 
"Becoming"? 

This brings up the Brazilian or 
Puerto Rican idea of what is a homosexual. 
"He who gets penetrated is, he who 
penetrates isn't. Those who crossdress are 
looking for business." I assume the men 
named had similar views. And for a man to 
be asked for sex is, of course, an affront to 
his machismo. (Only women have to say 
"no"). 

When the IFGE convention was in 
Boston, we had an encounter: a happy and 
rather inebriated French-Canadian who was 
throwing a private party kissed a Brazilian 
waiter. Besides the language problem on the 
part of the waiter, there was this cultural 
thing; kissing is what Frenchmen and TVs 
do, but Brazilian men don't. The waiter 
complained to management that someone had 
tried to rape him. (Next time, specify all 
female help?) 

Anyhow, I think we ultimately will 
find that much of what gives us anything 
from a mild desire to crossdress (there are 
people who try it a year or two and then 
either give it up, or go back to the locked 
bedroom) to transsexual tendencies, is a 
matter of prenatal brain development. The 
problem isn't killing any old rich men, so I 
don't think an investigation will be funded 
very soon. 
But just as I told the lady in Dallas who had 
found out her MD son was gay: If she'd 
known what it was that did it, there is 
nothing to be done now, except love him, for 
lie sounds like a son to be proud of. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Holly (continued from page 4) 

TO: The high school social worker or other 
person concerned with gay or lesbian 
students 

Dear sir or madam, 

It is currently fashionable to be 
concerned about homosexual or bisexual 
students, but there are more sorts than that. 
In any high school there are also those who 
are crossdressers, male-to-female 
transsexuals, and female-to-male 
transsexuals. I know, because I talk to them. 
Some feel they may be gay, some are pretty 
sure they are not, but they don't care to be 
classified as homosexual. 

The crossdressers typically are 
interested in girls. Some will have a 
girlfriend, but they also get a thrill (and when 
one is adolescent, all thrills are somewhat 
sexual) from dressing in girl' s clothing. 
Fewer than 10 percent are also gay or bi. 

Transsexuals know that they are in 
the wrong body. Adolescence is a time of 
extreme stress for a boy who knows he 
should have been a girl, what with voice 
changing and growing hair on his face--all 
the things that he had been hoping wouldn't 
happen to him. Likewise for the female-to­
male girls: growing breasts and the start of 
her periods are likely to be a time of extreme 
depression; she didn't need THOSE! 

A major problem is their legal status. 
We would be happy to talk to them, but we 
would prefer to do so with the consent of, or, 
if in person, in the presence of at least one 
parent. 

Dr. Sheila Kirk of this office has a 
research project concerning such adolescents; 
any data would be coded and confidential 
(anonymous would still be useful). 

We sell books for the male 
crossdresser. We feel our publication 
"Aspects of Gender" would be helpful, and 
there are others covering the problems of 
transsexuals. 

In Oct. 1989 I went to London and 
had a fine time, essentially 12 days en femme 
full time. In 1990 nothing unusual, though I 
did get to various conventions, and of course 
put one on here. Some problems for me: 
The hotel was around four miles from where 
I worked, so I kept my head low. I dido 't get 
to see all of it that I would have liked. For 
one thing I did a lot of chauffeuring of the F­
to-M TSs who came to the convention. (Dan 
was sort of their den mother, among other 
things, helping with hotel rooms ... and I did 
the airport pickup bit when possible.) 

. .. In Oct. 90, right after Fantasia 
Fair I went into the hospital and had my 
prostate cored--2 oz. of meat removed. It 
wasn't big as prostates go. At my request, 
the surgeon also did a bilateral orchiectomy, 
so one might call me "postop". The change 
was small, so far as I could notice, but it laid 
the way for me to start on Premarin. 

One purple pill a day fairly regularly 
since a year ago, again only a little bit of 
change, subjectively. I find that any higher 
dose than 2-2 1/2 mg/day affects my blood 
pressure and mental operation adversely. I 
am probably getting as much effect as if I 
were a normal male taking 7 1/2 mg/day. 
Most of what I notice is a matter of sore 
breasts and instant weight gain--even my 
rings don't fit! 

She was striding down the sidewalk 
when I saw her, in her leather jacket and 
miniskirt, looking very good. I should look 
so good; she left me very envious ... for sixty 
years young ladies that age have made me 
envious. At that age, walking home from 
MIT, I thought I was pretty good, but I never 
walked with that much pride ... nothing to be 
proud about. Just an overweight male 
veteran. 

My mother had it pretty good when 
she was twenty: I can imagine her going 
home from a suffrage march; her family was 
rich, as a teenager she had a rowboat (a 
(Continued on page 7) 



May 1997 

TBDDT SHOES, INC. 
Dyeable and Dance Shoe Specialists 
High Heels +Sizes to 14 WW+ Gender Friendly 

548 Mass. Ave., Cambridge, MA 02139 
617 547-0443 STEVEN H. ADELSON Pres. 

ELECTROLYSIS 
A Permanent Solution 

Private 
Confidential 
Over 10 Years Experience 
Caring & Professional Staff 
Shortwave & Computerized Blend Equipment 
Sterile, Disposable Gold & Insulated Needles 
For Your Comfort 

For a complimentary consultation call 

ADVANCED 
ELECTRO LOGY 

ASSOCIATES 

Francine Capuzzo, R.N., R.E. 
Daryl Bonney, R.E. 
888 Main Street--Route 38 
Woburn, MA 01801 
(617) 935-7333 

l Washington St. 
Wellesley MA 
(617) 237-5110 

~ G6'r5) 
dels Resale ~ {9 

A Very Special Consignment Shop 

Designer Clothing/Fine Jewelry 

969 Concord~t. 
Framingham, MA 01701 

ANN~ ~75-9094 
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Skin Care for Men & Women 

• Facials 

• Self Tanning 

• Body Waxing 

• Glycolic Acid & Acne 
Services 

• Eyebrow Tinting & Cosmetic 
Instruction 

Evening & Sat. Appointments 

928-1000 
717 Washington St.Newton, MA 

Diane Ellaborn L1csw 
NASW Diplomate in Clinical Social Work 

Psychotherapy and Divorce Mediation 
• Sensitive to the issues of crossdressers and transsexuals 
and their partners 

• Over 16 years experience 

• individual, couple, family and group therapy 

• Referral to medical and supportive resources 

• Located in Wayland, MA 

508·653·0107 
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Swampscott Dory), and, she always 
mentioned her horse, making the point that 
she could wear jodhpurs all the time. No 
miniskirts in those days .. .ladies didn't wear 
pants. And a red sports car. Red? Of 
course, what other color is there for a sports 
car? Tall, thin, sort of athletic, she must 
have looked good driving the Stutz. Well, I 
never was a young lady from any sort of 
family, to my regret. 

But why be envious? Because I'm a 
crossdresser. In North America, where the 
status of women was always high, and 
England and Scandinavia, we have men who 
like to crossdress, who fantasize about being 
an attractive young lady, because to be a 
woman is NOT a "step down" in our 
cultures. Looking good is our dream (I am a 
Hillary Clinton fan). I feel so assured in a 
skirt suit. Of course a leather miniskirt and a 
well-fitted jacket is sort of a skirt suit, and I 
wished I owned such. 

At 190 lbs. I am not likely to. I 
won't be eighteen again either. 

Let's save some money---
At the going rate of perhaps $10,000 

per SRS operation for one transsexual, it 
seems that this rather crude therapy is 
somewhat of an economic bargain. Many of 
those who are trapped in the hiatus between 
here and surgery have problems with drugs 
or with alcohol. To cure a relative of a drug 
dependency a few years ago cost some 
$12,000. The drugs cost several times that 
before treatment was started, and they put 
my relative's husband into bankruptcy. 

If the problems are that expensive in 
dollars for a pre-op, and the time of a young 
person' s life that is essentially wasted is 
certainly valuable in dollars, it makes sense 
the same way that many orthopedic 
operations do. The person can go back to 
work and pay for the surgery, which in 
saving the value of one good citizen, surely is 
worth spending the money on--based on the 
life that is salvaged. Ten thousand dollars 

for major surgery is good value for money, at 
least if one thinks about what is obtained for 
the effort. 

5mrJ 
Wig Boutique 

0 

Pleas~ 

Come In 

Tu .- Fr. 
10-5 

Sat til 3 
Eves. bv Appl 

28 West Main Street 
Westboro MA 01581 

508-870-0988 

FULL BODY ELECTROLYSIS 
SPECIAL TCNE PRICING 

LICENSED & BOARD CEITTlFIED 

DAY/EVENING/SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 

Adams Electrology Associates 
617-245-0005 

380 Lowell St. Wakefield, MA 
(112 Mile From exit 41, Rte 128195) 

Christine C. Becker ! 
LICSW - NASW Board Certified Diplomate 

341 Marrett Road. (l~te 2A) Lexington, Mass. 02173 

Phone: (617) 862-6170 

Caring counse!Ilog for the TV, TS & TG 
Spectrum. For individuals & Couples as 

well as Family services. 

Insurance accepted. 
23 years of experience. 
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•TIFFANY CLUB OF NEW ENGLAND CURRENT EVENTS 
Stephanie Robin, Programs Director 

Important Note: The following is subject to addition, change, and deletion without notice. You 
should contact the Tiffany hot line (617-891-9325) or the Electronic Bulletin Board (617-899-
3230) for the most current schedule information. The hot line is updated routinely each Sunday 
and whenever necessary, and answered live on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 PM to 10 PM. Unless 
otherwise noted, event location is the TCNE facility. Facility hours of operation during Tuesday 
meetings are 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM 

Event rules of conduct: It is important to TCNE, Inc., that all encounters with the 
general public reflect positively on yourself and on the Club. Therefore, we would ask that people 
dress and act in a way that is appropriate for the event. Call in for latest updates or cancellations. 

(FP/NP) indicates a First Person/New Person event. 

JUNE 1-7 IS GAY PRIDE WEEK 
CELEBRATE WITH TCNE! 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

10 
12 
17 

19 
24 

26 

(FP/NP) Open Meeting 
IFGE Open House 
123 Moody St., Waltham 
(617) 899-2212 
Exploring Womanhood 
Wives' Support Meeting. 7:30PM 
GAY PRIDE PARADE 
9 AM Free breakfast at 
Cambridge City Hall. 
Shuttle buses to Copley 
Square for parade. 
Contact TCNE or IFGE. 
(FP/NP) Open Meeting 
Exploring Womanhood 
(FP/NP) Open Mtg/Model 's 
Resale nite 
Exploring Womanhood 
(FP/NP) Open Meeting 
Board of Directors 7:30 PM 
CD Distress workshop 

PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL BROOKLINE VILLAGE 
MEDICALLY APPROVED ELECl'ROLYSIS CENTER 
STEIULIZATION 

MEMIHcR AEA & MAE 
Jeanne Cosgrove, R.E. 

Sli\TE 1988 
MO!\EY SA YING PACKAGES 

129 Harvard Street 

CARING, GE!\TLE SERVICE Brookline, MA 

1 
3 
4 
8 
IO 
11 
15 

17 
22 

24 
29 
31 

(FP/NP) Open meeting 
Exploring Womanhood 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
(FP/NP) Open meeting 
Exploring Womanhood 
Wives' Support meeting. 7:30 PM 
(FPINP) Open meeting/ 
Model's Resale nite 
Exploring Womanhood 
(FP/NP) Open meeting. 
Board of Directors meeting 
Exploring Womanhood 
(FPINP) Open meeting 
Exploring Womanhood 

ATTENTION BUSINESSES AND VENDORS 
CONTACT US TO ARRANGE IN-HOUSE 
PRODUCT DEMONSTRATIONS AT THE 

TIFF ANY CLUB 

Vendors of products and services may demonstrate 
their wares to the Tiffany membership in several different 
ways. You may arrange for a Tuesday night presentation at 
the facility (7-10 PM--Open Meeting Night), you may 
present at the Tiffany office on a Monday or Thursday. 
You may present as a vendor at our annual first Event in 
January. Please contact our programs committee (TCNE 
Programs, POB 2283, Woburn MA 01888-0483) or call 
(617) 891-9325 to review options or make arrangements . 
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THE DISH 
Brenda "Starr" Emily 

What a great time of year this is! The bad 
weather is behind us (I hope), we all had a 
great time at Tiffany's Senior Prom, and the 
band just got through playing at Jacque's . 
And it doesn't stop there: It's straight into 
the Spring Fling. Time to set your brain on 
"relax" mode and lay back. Meet old friends 
and new, go shopping, eat out, sail off on a 
whale watch, or just lay on the beach and 
(hopefully) attract some hunky admirers. 

But wait--there's still more! There's a lot 
going on during Gay Pride Week around the 
Boston area. On Thursday, there's a special 
fetish show featuring your favorite trans 
band TranZGression at Hexx, a new Boston 
club right next to Nick's Comedy Stop. And 
as Madame President noted last month, 
Tiffany will have an official presence at the 
big parade on Saturday. I expect the number 
of marchers from Tiffany to grow from last 
year's contingent, although we had quite a 
few at the 1996 parade. I just hope the 
weather is as nice, the complementary 
breakfast at Cambridge City Hall is as good­
-but that the participants keep it PG-rated, at 
least when the cameras are around. I'm not 
offended by nudity, it's simply a matter of 
unnecessarily distracting the press, and by 
extension the public at large, from the rest of 
the parade. Maybe the nude stiltwalkers can 
join the Southie parade next year instead. 

Editorial Dept.: You will find an ad asking 
for volunteers to help out the Club. One easy 
way to do so is to contribute in some way to 
Rosebuds. For those of you who aren't 
literarily inclined, there are other 
responsibilities with which we need help. 
Janel and Johanna have been helping with the 
mailing, but they would welcome assistance 
in their duties. The mailing is our major 
bottleneck with mailing Rosebuds out to 

members and subscribers. I'm sorry for the 
inconvenience that these gaps in the system 
have caused, but preparing the mailing takes 
up more time than many people realize. 
Another area of confusion has been 
advertising. The Board of Directors is keen 
on boosting revenues, so we would like to 
streamline this process. For now, the ad 
rates will stay in the masthead, but they 
might soon see an increase in rates . On the 
other hand, the Tuesday night stuffers are 
really doing great. Here's a big "Attagirll" 
to all the ladies who've taken their Club time 
to get Rosebuds down the line. 

SUPPORT GROUP FOR KIDS 

Understanding your feelings about your family and 
your TG/TS parent 

Goals: * Increase understanding of TG/TS 
* Decrease isolation 
* Getting on with own life 

Ages: ten to fourteen 
Format: discussion and activity 

For information and initial interview call: 

Diane Ellaborn, LICSW 1-508-653-0107 
Margaret Downes, Ed.D. 1-508-470-3695 

JOHANNA BARTKIEWICZ R E 
r,1(617)964-9536 

93 Union Street , Su ate 321 • Newton Ctr , Mass 02159 
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HIV (continued from front page) 
emphasized that although there are better 
medications now and people with AIDS are 
living longer, there is still no cure. Unlike 
her presentations to young people, she did 
not demonstrate the use of the latex condom 
with a zucchini. On the other hand, she did 
introduce many of us to the female condom 
and the proper way to use it. Both types of 
condoms were made available to those who 
wished to take them. Marty then led the 
group through a short question-and-answer 
session, and the other members of Wayside-­
Rose, Gina, and Robin--prepared for testing. 

The testing was simple, fast and efficient. 
Marty made it clear the tests were 
anonymous, meaning that the person did not 
have to share the test results with their health 
care provider if they elected not to. In a two­
part procedure, the ladies who chose to be 
tested got in line, and went one by one into a 
side room, where the Wayside staff person 
asked confidential questions about the 
person's sexual history. She gave the test 
subject a serial number, which would be 
placed on the blood sample sent to the lab. 
Finally came the test itself. I know that some 
of us get queasy at the thought of giving 
blood (much less the thought of AIDS), but 
it's a small price to pay for information that 
could save your life. Even if you' re over 
99% sure you' re HIV negative, do yourself a 
favor and remove all doubt by getting tested 
in a way that protects your rights as a 
patient. 

Marty will return to the club on Thursday, 
May 29, to give the test results, which again 
will be anonymous. She says she has applied 
to the state for funds for a once monthly 
transgender testing, and is keeping her 
fingers crossed. She adds that her staff at 
Wayside will provide considerate treatment 
for Tiffany Club members. Robin, who is 
transgender, has volunteered to help Marty 
with the TG counseling. 

Marty Bearer can be contacted at (508) 481-
8290, extension 117; fax (508) 460-6993; 
email mbearer@waysideyouth.org. 

Sharon eushman 

PHOTOGRAPHY OF DISTINCTION 
127 Crescent Street 

Rockland, MA 02370 
617-871-9118 

Memorable Photography-Specializing in Reflection 

We need volunteers who will come in 
at least twice a week for a few hours 
on a regular basis. There is a lot of 
important work that the few paid 
staff simply cannot keep up with. 

Please call Nancy Cain at IFGE to help. 

Call (617) 899-2212 
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. I We're Calling on Everyone 

For a Helping Hana. 
e're looking for your help. For a long 
time now the Tiffany Club has been with­
out any liability insurance. Common 

sense (as well as our landlord) has deemed it nec­
essary that in order to protect the club from folding 
due to a lawsuit, we must purchase insurance. 

The Tiffany Club puts on many events such as 
First Event, The Prom and Fall and Spring Flings. 
We are very visible in the community. While this 
kind of exposure is great for us and the transgen­
dered community, it can also expose us to lawsuits 
for any unknown number of reasons. 

The Cost 
Unfortunately the insurance company requires 
that we must pay for the whole premium upfront. 
So we're asking our members to go into their purses 
for their checkbooks and help us by making a 
donation to the Insurance Fund. The premium 
will be about $1200, which comes out to only $12 
a person if everyone contributed. Make checks 
payable to TCNE. As always, your donations are 
tax deductible. So give what you can, but please 
give. We've been lucky so far. 

Thank You, 

3"Pw,3"h~ 9MA 
Board of Directors 

Tiffany Club of New England 
P.O. Box 2283 •Woburn, Ma 01888-0483 


