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PIGS 
HELP 
BEAT 

Another, ~ subtle but yet 
real, incident of the police har­
rassment of gays in San Fl"aocis­
co took place early Tuesaay mor­
ning on MQOD Street in front of 
the bar that openly advertise, nude 

. go-go boys. 
This writer ftS walldng down 

Mason shortly af\er the i AM bar­
closing hour, and ctme upon two 
persons fighting in the sidewalk. 

One was a Straight, Marine­
like male. The other onlookers 
confirmed wu a drag-queen. a 
smaller Chicano male dressed as 
a woman. The muscular straight 
male was ldctlng and swlnglng at 
the drag QlH!leD. 'tfflo was cornered 
in a doorway. 

A cruising police car arrl\#ed, 
and when the police came upon 
thebeating-upscene,thefighting 
stopped and the drag queen ran 
shouting to the police. 

The poliee said a couple of 
words to the sti'light male, then 
physically threw the drag ~ 
into the cat, arui angrily slammed 
the door. They then began to take 
notes while i'1tervlewing the 
straight male. 

I then walked up to the two 
police (badge numbers 1308 and . 
either 1944 or 1994) and asked, 
"Excuse me, but can you explain 
to me why you threw the one mau 
into the car aad 1110t both of them, 
since they ~ _,. ~• 

Officer 1~ my 
interest in \wbaf''wu Gappentng. 

"Well," t ._cC ""All I ~ is 
that I saw tlia'ol(e guy thatyouare 
talking to wu beating up 6'1dkick­
ing this sfu'atler guy you have 
thrown in the car, and I'm won­
dering why You haven't taken them 
both into custt,dy. 1• 

"Did you see the start of the 
fight?" the officer inquired. 

"No," I sai ,.But neither qJ.d 
you." 

''Well," "~ude<I. •,r you 
don't like thew~ we are handling 
this, it's tao bfL NbW move off 
the street, o• are interfering 
with our investigation. .. 

Witnesses,JlugQted in the tiny 
Grubstea\'. l\is..,_ c,penly ad­
mitted th~~ ~ .. gem,ngi~ 
volved." Th~Nllied to~ the 
little drag~ either deserved 
it, or was :IUl'f• nc:tlm of bad 
luck. 

But as t m.d to explain to 
some of the brothers in the res­
taurant how the police had dealt 
with the sltuatiqll regardless of 
who actually started the fight, I 
found myseJfi,~y confrontedwlth 
only evasi~ 41M fearful stares. 

Oppl'e!JsioJl 'hN been with gays 
for so long, In so moy forms, 
that it is the ~nunant gay 
style of lif~, Q.ay; l!beration seeks 
to throw off this e~le of life; and, 
as we can ~t the oppression 
to be·coming doWQparderandhar­
dcr, those in the movement are 
beginning t9, f~X the urgency of 
their calling. 

The Gay Li~t&tion message 
to gay broth~~ iR,d;sisters every­
where is: "Wake up. Get together. 
r~i:-"'i l:it,., 
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