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(Continued from page 1)(Miranda) 
Who You Gonna Call?Who You Gonna Call?  
 
I have never seen such rapt attention from each and every one of you as I 
did at last month’s meeting.  Vernita Gray, courtroom advocate with the 
Victim Witness Unit of the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office,  
presented one of the best programs we have ever had at one of our 
meetings.  It was one of those programs that you need to have every once 
in a while to remind yourself that it’s not all fun and games...  that we 
live in the real world, and unfortunately not everyone in it is as rational 
about gender issues as we are.   
 
It was quite a surprise to me to learn that hate crimes against 
transgendered people in Cook County are even more common than 
against gays and lesbians.  And they are among the most violent of the 
crimes.  You’ve got to be areful out here!  Don’t go out alone to You’ve got to be careful out there!  Don’t go out alone to 
dangerous places!  Be aware of your surroundings!  t could save yourdangerous places!  Be aware of your surroundings!  It could save your  
life!life! 
 
If you are the victim of a hate crime, you do have resources to turn to, 
people who care about you, and will help you Call Vernita Gray at 773-
890-7200, and she’ll help you through the process.   
 
Chi Chap er in Action!Chi Chapter in Action!  
 
I am sure that elsewhere in this newsletter, there will appear a recap of 
the Holiday En Femme.  Naomi certainly deserves our gratitude for 
coordinating another highly successful event!   
 
What impressed me most was the high amount of involvement of Chi 
Chapter members in the workshops.  These included Lenore (GID in the 
DSM),  Denise and Bridget (computers), Rachel and Velma (care and 
feeding of wigs), Eve, Candace and Naomi (outreach), Dee Dee, 
Christine and Amanda (looking good), Gloria (personal safety), Dawn 
(partners panel), and myself (gender activism).  Not to mention 
participation in the special events:  the fashion show coordinated by Lori 
with modeling by Jamie, Olivia, Robin, Carol, and me; the 
procrastinators costume contest winners Laura, Lori, and Faye; and our 
wedding couples Candace and Dawn, Colleen and Verna, and Brenda 
and Beth. 
 
Without the willingness and dedication on the part of so many of our 
sisters, the event would not have been the huge success that it was. 
 
TriTri--E s and Your Human R ghtsEss and Your Human Rights  
 
The one disappointment that I had at the Holiday En Femme was the 
poor turnout for the Gender Activism workshop which I ran with 
Stephanie (It’s Time Illinois).  As far as I am concerned, this is one the 
most important and timely topics in the TG community, and one which 
certainly deserved a lot of attention at the national meeting of the largest 
transgender organization in the country.  And, as you could see from last 
month’s program, we need legislation to safeguard our basic human 
rights. 
 
I had a chance to discuss this topic with Jane Ellen Fairfax, the Chair of 
the Tri-Ess Board of Directors.  Tri-Ess, as you know, is a participant in . 
GenderPAC.  GPAC is the national transgender lobbying organization, 
and it maintains a full-time lobbyist in Washington DC.  Jane Ellen has 
gone on record as supporting this organization, and Tri-Ess has a 
designated representative to GPAC.  With support like this from the top, 
why is there so little interest in gender activism among the membership? 
 

Jane Ellen felt that the subject of the workshop, “Gender Activism,” 
was misunderstood and therefore avoided.  She suggested that next 
year, we repeat the workshop, call it TriTri--Ess and your human rightsEss and your human rights, 
and make it a panel discussion with members of the Tri-Ess board, 
including Jane Ellen herself.  She also felt so strongly about it that she 
suggested running the panel as the only session in the designated time 
slot, to avoid competition.   It is important that you be informed about 
what Tri-Ess is doing for your human rights.  We’ll do it right next 
year! 
  

p ortunity to Mee  the GenderPAC ecutive DirectorOpportunity to Meet the GenderPAC Executive Director  
 
Here’s a great opportunity to find out what GenderPAC, with the 
support of Tri-Ess, is doing hate at the national level.  Riki Anne 
Wilchins, Executive Director of GenderPAC, will be in the Chicago 
area on Saturday, January 11, 1997.  I’ve arranged to have her meet 
and speak with the Chicago TG community that afternoon around 2:00 
at the Femme Underground (Rori’s Transformations).  Mark the date 
on your calendar. Details in the next Chi Tribune. 
  

ori Goes Crazy in ecemberRori Goes Crazy in December  
 
Rori has scheduled not 1, not 2, but 3 (count ‘em) events at the 
Femme Underground and/or outings during the month of December.  
The first is on December 8.  Honey West, who fell in love with Tri-
Ess after meeting us at the Holiday En Femme, is conducting a class 
called Honey’s Secrets.  If you marveled at her portrayal of femininity 
during her performance at the Holiday, here’s your chance to find out 
how to do it. 
 
This will be followed by dinner at Buddy’s Restaurant, and a chance 
to participate in a live radio show, with Honey West and Alan Amberg 
from Lesbigay Radio at Gentry on Halsted.  There is no cover at 
Gentry, but you’ll have to pay $15 to learn Honey’s secrets. 
 
Then on December 15, Rori is coordinating an outing to the Baton 
Club, where we always have a blast, and on December 28 she is 
having a pre-New Year’s Party at the Femme Underground.   
 
Call her at 708-  for details on these great events, and to 
RSVP for the outings. 
 

ave a Wonder ul Holiday!  Have a Wonderful Holiday!    
  
I would like to wish all of  my sisters the absolute best for a joyous 
holiday for yourselves and your loved ones.  And thank you for 
helping make this year something really special, filled with so many 
delightful memories that I am running out of room to store them.  I 
think of you all as my extended family, and I am very lucky to have so 
many wonderful sisters.  
 
Now get busy baking those holiday goodies! 
 
Love, 
 

 Miranda 
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GS ADCGS AD  

(Continued from page 1) (Presidents Podium) 
a run-a-round at the Ramada and several choices which fizzled 
out, she called and told me about the Hyatt.   Naomi and I, in 
drab, met with the hotel and over lunch the contracts were 
arraigned and we had a hotel....(The Be-all contract was also 
signed at the same time)....get it while it’s available as they say... 
 
Naomi would send over the layouts for the brochures and 
together we were able to get the brochure printed and out the the 
various distribution areas, Chapters, IFGE and the Femme 

Mirror.  
The brides and grooms were getting their participation ready, 
and from two bridle couples we ended up with three. 
Sunny and Toni were out contacting our vendors and as you 
know we had a large turnout there.  
Candace womened the Hotline and took phone registration and 
fielded questions from callers regarding the event. 
Several meetings were held for discussing the various items, in 
addition, we were also discussing the upcoming Be-All. 

    

A co ple of wayA couple of way--out udettes at the Holiday ( iki & Gloria)out dudettes at the Holiday (Kiki & Gloria)  R bin P. & Susan   ‘Puttin On The Ritz’Robin P. & Susan   ‘Puttin On The Ritz’  















1313  The Chi TribuneThe Chi Tribune  




