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InnerN/ie w 
P.O. Box 12701, Cincinnati, OH 45212 

T h e nex t m e e t i n g is J u n e 15 at 8:00 
A n y w a y , t h e i r s h o w s t a r t e d la te a n d e n d e d 

p r e t t y e a r l y ( for a show) so those of us t h a t 
s t a y e d had a p r e t t y good t ime . L a u r i e d id h a v e 
a b e t t e r t i m e t h a n mos t . 

A New View 
by C a t h y 

S u m m e r is u p o n us at last a n d t h a t m e a n s 
h o r r i b l e t h i n g s for c ross -d resse r s . No s h a v i n g the 
legs or ches t u n t i l t h e pools close d o w n , h e a t t h a t 
m a k e s w e a r i n g a wig s o m e t h i n g ou t of a S t ephen 
K i n g m o v i e , a n d of course h a v i n g all the 
n e i g h b o r s s i t t i n g ou t on t h e i r f ron t po rch u n t i l 
d a r k . Al l of these t h i n g s t end to d r i v e a t t e n d a n c e 
at the m e e t i n g s d o w n d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r m o n t h s . 

Las t m o n t h we had a b o u t t w e n t y l ad ies 
a p p e a r at C h r i s t o p h e r ' s to see the d i sp l ay from 
the Sugges t ive S o m e - T h i n g B o u t i q u e and w h a t we 
saw was s o m e t h i n g n e v e r b e f o r e d o n e at a Cross-
Po r t m e e t i n g . 

S o m e h o w , c o m m u n i c a t i o n s got m i x e d up 
b e t w e e n us a n d C h r i s t o p h e r a n d he had s c h e d u l e d 
a g r o u p of t h r e e m a l e s t r i p p e r s from T e x a s to be 
t h e r e t h a t e v e n i n g . As a resu l t , for those of you 
w h o w e r e u n a b l e to a t t e n d , B a r b Bai ly a n d the 
B o u t i q u e wi l l be at o u r J u n e 15 m e e t i n g so you 
get a second c h a n c e . 

L a u r i e sa id t h e s t r i p p e r s w e r e rea l ly good, 
a n d b e i n g the on ly G.G. at t he m e e t i n g , t h a t 
m a k e s h e r an e x p e r t on m a l e s t r i p p e r s . T h e rest 
of us w e r e " t r ea t ed" to s o m e t h i n g t h a t m a d e ha l f 
of the g r o u p h e a d d o w n to P e r k i n s a b i t e a r ly . 
C h r i s was so r ry a b o u t t he m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g bu t 
e x p l a i n e d t h a t he w a s l ocked i n t o a c o n t r a c t w i th 
th i s p a r t i c u l a r s h o w . 

O n e of t h e s t r i p p e r s a sked us if t he peop le in 
M o n r o e were all on V a l i u m , so we e x p l a i n e d to 
h i m t h a t t h e y w e r e p e r f o r m i n g for a b u n c h of 
"s t ra igh t" c ross -d res se r s . H e was a b i t t a k e n a b a c k 
at t h a t a n d sa id he t h o u g h t h a t we were j u s t a 
g r o u p of r ea l ly b a d d r a g q u e e n s . E n d e a r i n g l i t t l e 
c h a p , eh? 

F o r those of you w h o got the i m p r e s s i o n from 
the last n e w s l e t t e r t h a t we h a d been c o n s i d e r i n g 
m o v i n g the m e e t i n g s to t he Copa , re lax . T h a t was 
j u s t an i d e a for a second m e e t i n g d u r i n g the 
m o n t h . We h a v e n o i n t e n t i o n s at t h i s t ime of 
m o v i n g e i t h e r t h e m e e t i n g t ime ( t h i r d T h u r s d a y 
of t he m o n t h a t 8PM) or p lace ( C h r i s t o p h e r ' s 
L o u n g e ) . 

T h e d r a w i n g for t h e r a f f l e L i n d a m e n t i o n e d 
in he r a r t i c l e las t n e w s l e t t e r wi l l be he ld at t he 
J u n e m e e t i n g , you n e e d not be p r e sen t to win 
C h a n c e s a r e a b u c k , a n d as long as you send us 
one b e f o r e t he m e e t i n g , you ' l l be in. T h e pr ize is 
a t r a v e l m a k e u p k i t w i t h a m i r r o r , 3 b lu shes , 12 
eye s h a d o w s , 2 l ip a n d 2 eye l ine r penc i l s , 4 l ip 
glosses, a p p l i c a t o r s , l ip b r u s h , m a s c a r a , 2 f i n i s h i n g 
p o w d e r s a n d 2 c r e a m c o n c e a l e r s . 

May w a s L F . G . E . m o n t h a n d we ra i sed $150.00 
for t h a t o r g a n i z a t i o n . L i n d a wi l l be p r e s e n t i n g 
a check to LF .G .E . at the Be-Al l w e e k e n d in 
C h i c a g o . 

T h e p e o p l e a t O u t F r o n t ( w h i c h t a k e s t he 
p l a c e of G a y C a b l e N e t w o r k ) w a n t those in t he 
W a r n e r A m e x C a b l e v i e w i n g a r e a of C i n c i n n a t i 
to k n o w t h a t b e g i n n i n g the f i rs t week in J u l y , 
t h e r e wi l l be n e w v i e w i n g t imes . These will be 
T u e s d a y at 10 P M on p u b l i c access c h a n n e l 7, a n d 
W e d n e s d a y a n d F r i d a y a t 10 PM on p u b l i c access 
c h a n n e l 10. F o r t h o s e w h o l ive in t h e S to re r 
C a b l e a r ea in n o r t h e r n K e n t u c k y the t i m e s wil l 
r e m a i n M o n d a y a n d T h u r s d a y at 9:30 PM on 
p u b l i c access c h a n n e l B16 . 
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T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l F o u n d a t i o n for G e n d e r 

E d u c a t i o n has a n n o u n c e d t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the 
C h r i s t i n e J o r g e n s o n M e m o r i a l F u n d . T h i s f und 
has b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h t h e c o n s e n t of C h r i s t i n e 
J o r g e n s o n ' s f a m i l y a n d t h e I F G E B o a r d of 
D i r e c t o r s . 

T h e p u r p o s e of t h i s f u n d is to c r e a t e a 
m e t h o d by w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l s m a y p r o v i d e 
( t h r o u g h f i n a n c i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s to I F G E ) a l i v i n g 
m e m o r i a l w h i c h wi l l c o n t r i b u t e to t h e o n g o i n g 
o b j e c t i v e s of o u t r e a c h , e d u c a t i o n , c o m m u n i t y 
i d e n t i t y , a n d s e r v i c e s of t h e f o u n d a t i o n . 

It is the w i s h e s of C h r i s t i n e J o r g e n s o n ' s 
f ami ly t h a t th i s f und assis t in t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
of t r a n s s e x u a l e d u c a t i o n o b j e c t i v e s a n d a d d r e s s 
o t h e r t r a n s s e x u a l issues . 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s to t h e C h r i s t i n e J o r g e n s o n 
M e m o r i a l F u n d m a y be s en t to: c / o I F G E , P.O 
Box 367, W a y l a n d , M A 01778 . 

R e c o g n i t i o n of c o n t r i b u t i o n s wi l l be m a d e to 
the C h r i s t i n e J o r g e n s o n f a m i l y , a n d , un les s 
o t h e r w i s e s p e c i f i e d , p u b l i s h e d in t he T V - T S 
T a p e s t r y J o u r n a l . 

Cross-Port Finances 

H e r e is t he c u r r e n t s t a t u s of t he C r o s s - P o r t 
T r e a s u r y : 
B e g i n n i n g B a l a n c e as of A p r i l News le t t e r -
$1109.47 
May E x p e n s e s : 

P h o n e : $19.00 
E n v e l o p e s & S t amps : $45.00 
M e e t i n g E x p e n s e s : - , 5 1 5 . 1 3 
I F G E C o n t r i b u t i o n . $150.00 
C o p i e r R e p a i r s : $50.00 
B a n k C h a r g e s : $ 1.20 

To ta l E x p e n s e s : $280.13 
May I n c o m e s : 

M e e t i n g Co l l ec t i on . $78.00 
D u e s , Etc.: $72.00 

To ta l I n c o m e : $150.00 
E n d i n g B a l a n c e as of J u n e 8: $979.34 
We also ma i l ed t h r e e i n t r o p a c k e t s t h i s m o n t h . 
Some i n t e r e s t i n g s ta t i s t i c s : F o r e v e r y seven i n t r o 
packe t s we m a i l out , we r ece ive one r e t u r n e d 
response T w o t h i r d s of those a c t u a l l y j o in Cross -
Por t . T h e a v e r a g e t ime b e t w e e n an i n t r o p a c k e t 
be ing m a i l e d a n d a r e sponse b e i n g r e c e i v e d is 
a lmost t h r e e m o n t h s . 

An Open Letter 
to Cross-Port 

We received this letter at our P.O. Box It 
was unsigned, but was postmarked May 20 from 
Indianapolis. It is a disturbing letter because of 
the unhappiness of the anonymous author. The 
address on the envelope was very bold as a pen 
had traced and retraced the letters that made it 
up as if that would help in the decision to mail 
it. As the letter went on, the writing became 
more and more erratic as more and more emotions 
went into it. 

We print this letter because there are two 
sides to cross-dressing. We are most often 
concerned with how we are affected by it 
personally, but there are those others who are 
either unwilling or unable to comprehend the 
desire or need to cross-dress who sometimes get 
left behind 
To w h o m e v e r r e a d s th is ! 

O n e t h i n g m u s t be u n d e r s t o o d , I am not a 
n u t . I k n o w a b o u t l i fe a n d I h a v e no t a l w a y s had 
it easy I am a rea l f e m a l e w r i t i n g . 

U n t i l r e c e n t l y I k n e w n o t h i n g of cross-
d resse r s ; had n e v e r h e a r d the t e r m or a n y t h i n g . 
I h a v e on ly been a r o u n d n o r m a l men Men who 
w e r e n ' t a s h a m e d to be m e n . I 'm no t s a y i n g tha t 
men s h o u l d n ' t cry or show e m o t i o n , b e c a u s e they 
s h o u l d . 

But , how in t he he l l is a w o m a n go ing to look 
up to a m a n w h o looks l ike a sissy. If d r e s s ing as 
a w o m a n is a job for e n t e r t a i n m e n t , f ine . But , 
w h e n I t messes u p a r e l a t i o n s h i p or m a r r i a g e as 
wel l I k n o w , how can it be good. 

Most men w h o c ross -d res s get so w r a p p e d up 
in w h a t they are d o i n g t h e y d o n ' t g ive a d a m n 
a b o u t the w o m e n in t h e i r l ives t h a t they are 
h u r t i n g . 

If it was r eve r sed a n d a w o m a n w e n t a r o u n d 
w i t h a b e a r d or m u s t a c h e a n d a h a i r y body and 
w a n t e d to be a m a n w o u l d t h e y u n d e r s t a n d -- NO! 

Would you w a n t to b l eed e v e r y m o n t h and 
h a v e c r a m p s and also g ive b i r t h and go t h r o u g h 
the p a i n -- NO! 

Why can ' t men be h a p p y w i t h w h o they are 
T h e y need m e n t a l he lp a n d t h e r e shou ld be a 
p lace w h e r e they can get it b e c a u s e they are such 
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s ick people . If God had m e a n t for e v e r y o n e to be 
t h e same sex He w o u l d h a v e m a d e us t h a t way. 

been d i v o r c e d for a wh i l e now t h a n k s 
to my ex-husbanTd^ A n d n e v e r aga in wil l a man 
e v e r t o u c h me b e c a u s e you n e v e r k n o w who's 
P E R V E R T E D and who ' s no t . 

— T h a n k you. 

D e a r W r i t e r , 
I'm so r ry t h a t you a re h u r t i n g . I hope tha t 

b e i n g ab le to e x p r e s s on p a p e r some of y o u r h u r t s 
h a s he lped you d e a l wi th w h a t has h a p p e n e d in 
y o u r l i fe , a n d I am glad t h a t you had someone to 
m a i l y o u r l e t t e r to . 

You d id m a k e a good p o i n t . Cross -dress ing 
c a n be a ve ry se l f i sh p a s t i m e . It is very "me" 
o r i e n t e d . O f t e n t h e c ross -d res se r goes ou t whi le 
t h e S.O. s t a y s h o m e and w o r r i e s . The cross-dresser 
is not t he on ly o n e who f ea r s be ing recogn ized 
w h i l e d re s sed , t h e i r S.O. o f t e n w o r r i e s even more . 
W h a t wil l t he f r i e n d s and n e i g h b o r s say; how will 
t h e c h i l d r e n be t r e a t e d by t h e i r s choo lma te s ; wha t 
wi l l peop le say a b o u t ine for a l l o w i n g th i s to go 
on 

and w h a t they w a n t from l i fe . It would help to 
know w h i c h your e x - h u s b a n d is. 

Of course the s a d d e s t p a r t of all is t h a t you 
have dec ided to a b a n d o n any h o p e of a fu tu re 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e c a u s e t h e r e a re no g u a r a n t e e s . 
Would you have m a d e the s a m e dec i s ion if your 
h u s b a n d had g u n n e d d o w n a g r o u p of school 
c h i l d r e n wi th a s e m i - a u t o m a t i c r i f l e? Is no t your 
dec is ion as p e r v e r t e d and d e s t r u c t i v e as you 
pe rce ive c ros s -d re s s ing to be? 

I hope t h a t you wil l be ab le to ta lk to 
someone p r o f e s s i o n a l l y a b o u t w h a t you h a v e been 
t h r o u g h and how y o u r feel; no t b e c a u s e you are 
a nu t b u t because it wou ld be h o r r i b l e for you to 
spend the rest of y o u r l i fe a l o n e . I say th is as 
one h u m a n be ing to a n o t h e r — we all need help 
in ou r l ives at o n e p o i n t or a n o t h e r f rom m a n y 
d i f f e r e n t sources — d o n ' t i so la t e you r se l f from 
any of them. 

W i t h love - C a t h y 

Acceptance 
by L a u r i e 

O t h e r fears c reep in T h e ques t ion of 
f i de l i t y comes up , b u t w i t h t h e a d d e d pressure 
t h a t the c ross -d res se r m a y be ou t w i th a man. 
T h a t is s o m e t h i n g t h e S.O. c a n ' t compe te wi th and 
i t f u r t h e r i so la tes t hem. Of course m u c h of this 
o c c u r s in an a t m o s p h e r e of "do w h a t you have to 
^iQzJLjijCinIl_Jvan4:-4<y Icn^w an~ytliing a b o u t it" bu t 
o f t e n t h e i r m i n d s a r e o c c u p i e d by it none the less . 

Y o u r l e t t e r , h o w e v e r , is full of 
m i s c o n c e p t i o n s . Y o u do n o t rea l ly k n o w wha t 
c r o s s - d r e s s i n g is al l abou t . We can u n d e r s t a n d it 
i f a w o m a n felt t h e need to be a m a n . Most 
t r a n s s e x u a l s w o u l d give a n y t h i n g to e x p e r i e n c e a 
p e r i o d , p r e g n a n c y , l abor a n d b i r t h . 

I 'm n o t a s h a m e d to be a m a n , I a c t u a l l y enjoy 
b e i n g m a l e most of the t i m e . O n e t h i n g I do not 
w a n t is for a n y o n e to "look up" to me s imply 
b e c a u s e I am g e n e t i c a l l y m a l e . If you are going 
to respec t me, do so because of the person I am 
b e t w e e n my ea r s n o t my legs . 

T h e r e is also y o u r i n a b i l i t y to rea l i ze t h a t the 
p e r s o n w h o cross-dresses is t h e same person you 
fel l in love w i th a n d m a r r i e d in the f irst place. 
I f your r e l a t i o n s h i p was f ine be fo re you knew 
a b o u t t he c ross -d ress ing , w h a t d i f f e r e n c e should 
s o m e c l o t h i n g m a k e ? Of xrourse, t he r e are big 
di f f e r ences b e t w e e n t r ans ves t i tes and t r ans sexua l s 

In San F r a n c i s c o a n d in C i n c i n n a t i , I 've been 
asked "how come" I a c c e p t c ro s sd re s s ing as well as 
I do " because t h e lack of a c c e p t a n c e by a loved 
one is a t e r r i b l e a r e a of p a i n in m a n y people ' s 
l ives. I 'm never q u i t e s u r e w h a t to say a b o u t why 
I'm one of the l u c k y ones . I a lmos t s t a r t to laugh 
because I d i d n ' t h a n d l e it wel l at all when I 
found out . T i m e a n d l i fe e x p e r i e n c e he lped 
Maybe I have a h i g h e r t o l e r a n c e for the 
d i f f e r e n c e s in p e o p l e b e c a u s e I 'm a nu r se and felt 
less t h r e a t e n e d t h a n some b e c a u s e of bas i c self 
es teem. M a y b e m y a c c e p t a n c e is b e c a u s e I am 
y o u n g e r and o u r r e l a t i o n s h i p h a s n e v e r h a d s t r ic t 
role d e f i n i t i o n s a l o n g g e n d e r l ines . E v e n given 
tha t , I have sad ly seen coup les y o u n g e r t h a n us 
b r eak up over d r e s s i n g . 

So w h a t w o r d s of w i s d o m do I h a v e , somehow 
f i n d i n g myself an u n o f f i c i a l a u t h o r i t y , a pos i t ion 
for wh ich I n e v e r a p p l i e d ? Well , i t ' s p r o b a b l y 
best to leave the res t of the w o r l d ou t of it a t 
f irst . Of course you h a v e l e a r n e d a t t i t u d e s , the 
shou lds and s h o u l d n o t s of y o u r l i f e , the how you 
t h o u g h t t h ings w o u l d be , t h e w h a t wou ld the 
n e i g h b o r s ( the c h u r c h , y o u r m o t h e r , fill in the 
b l ank) say. T h e key word h e r e is learned 
a t t i t u d e s . T a k e a d e e p b r e a t h , s w a l l o w the fears 
for now, and r e m e m b e r the pe r son you ca re for 
Then t ake the s t r e n g t h of t h a t t h o u g h t and use it 
to l ea rn wha t you can a b o u t c ro s sd re s s ing from 
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i n f o r m e d , n o n j u d g e m e n t a l s o u r c e s . T h e n t a k e 
t h a t k n o w l e d g e a n d a p p l y it to t h e e m o t i o n a l 
aspec t s of the s i t u a t i o n . A s C a t h y p o i n t s o u t in 
he r r ep ly to t h e d i s t r e s s e d l e t t e r e l s e w h e r e in t h i s 
issue, t h e y ' r e s t i l l t h e s a m e p e r s o n w i t h w h o m you 
fell in love . A l l r e l a t i o n s h i p s , w i t h d r e s s e r s ' or 
no t , cal l for a c e r t a i n a m o u n t of g i v i n g of 
yourse l f ; it is t h i s g i v i n g t h a t m a k e s you a b e t t e r 
person w h e n you a r e in l ove . 

We get so c a u g h t u p in b e i n g a s s e r t i v e a b o u t 
o u r own n e e d s j u s t a t t h e t i m e we mos t n e e d to 
go wi th w h a t is t h e mos t l o v i n g for t h e o t h e r 
pe rson . H e a t h e r p r e s e n t e d to me a d e v i l ' s 
a d v o c a t e p o i n t of v i e w -- w h a t if y o u r h u s b a n d 
or b o y f r i e n d a s k e d you to n e v e r w e a r j e a n s or 
p a n t s b e c a u s e he is on ly a b l e to e n v i s i o n you as 
a w o m a n in a s k i r t , h e n c e t h a t is t h e on ly w a y 
he could a c c e p t t h e w h o l e p e r s o n t h a t is you? 
Most of us w o u l d s c r e a m sexis t ! in a h o t h a l f 
second . 

O f t e n the c r o s s d r e s s e r can assis t a c c e p t a n c e 
in a "zen" sort of w a y b y l e t t i n g t h e i r loved one 
no t accep t . It s o u n d s c o n t r a d i c t o r y , b u t t h i n k 
a b o u t it . It m a k e s t h e p e r s o n w h o dresses l i fe 
eas ie r if t h e i r s i g n i f i c a n t o t h e r can dea l w i t h it , 
so g e t t i n g t h e i r a c c e p t a n c e c o u l d b e c o m e a se l f i sh 
e n d e a v o r . A c c e p t a n c e , l i ke love , c a n ' t be fo rced 
or b o u g h t or a n y of those good t h i n g s . I t h a s to 
grow in i ts o w n t i m e if a t a l l . T h a t k i n d of 
p a t i e n c e is a s c a r c e sk i l l in o u r i n s t a n t w o r l d of 
m i c r o w a v e s , fax , a n d F e d . Ex I was n e v e r 
p u s h e d . I d id v a c i l l a t e in m y fee l ings . W h e n I d id 
come to t h e m e e t i n g s it w a s b e c a u s e I was c u r i o u s 
w h a t C a t h y was al l e x c i t e d a b o u t , n o t b e c a u s e she 
w a n t e d me to or (wor se ye t ) m a d e me. 

F a r t of my a c c e p t a n c e , too , is in my n a t u r e 
as a f a i r l y p r a c t i c a l soul . W h e n I f o u n d o u t it 
w a s n ' t s o m e t h i n g for w h i c h I was r e s p o n s i b l e , a n d 
t h a t I t w a s n ' t g o i n g to go a w a y even if I w a n t e d 
it to, I a c t u a l l y felt a c e r t a i n re l ief . It o c c u r r e d 
to me t h a t s eve ra l t h i n g s c o u l d h a p p e n : 

C a t h y could t ry to s t op d r e s s i n g a n d be a 
ve ry u n h a p p y pe r son ( a n d I f o u n d ou t t h a t 
doesn ' t w o r k ove r t ime a n y w a y ) . 

Or she cou ld c o n t i n u e a n d we cou ld e n t e r t a i n 
ou r se lves fo reve r by h a v i n g r o u s i n g b r a w l s 
i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h q u i e t su i t s , 

or I cou ld dea l w i t h i t . W h i c h is w h a t I 
d e c i d e d , t e n t a t i v e l y , a n d w a i t e d to see how it 
w o u l d w o r k ou t . I d i d n ' t w a n t to was t e t he 
e n e r g y of the r e l a t i o n s h i p l i v i n g in c o n s t a n t 
con fl ict . 

Bas ica l ly a c c e p t a n c e is i n f l u e n c e d by t r u s t 
issues in t he r e l a t i o n s h i p , a n d the w i l l i n g n e s s of 
t he p a r t n e r in t h e i r de s i r e to u n d e r s t a n d . It is 
c o m p l i c a t e d by fear of t he u n k n o w n , i n t o l e r a n c e 
of d i v e r s i t y , and some pas t a t t i t u d e s . T a l k i n g 

he lps , d o i n g h a t e f u l t h i n g s to e a c h o t h e r doesn ' t 
( s ince t a l k i n g w i t h o t h e r s , I ' ve h e a r d s to r i es of 
u n k i n d n e s s e s t h a t I wish w e r e i n c r e d i b l e ) . A 
s u p p o r t g r o u p l ike C r o s s - P o r t he lps , too. 
S o m e t i m e s y o u ' r e too c lose- to a sif^aation to m a k e 
sense of it . P e r h a p s the pe r son w h o cross-dresses 
e x p l a i n i n g it to t h e i r p a r t n e r i sn ' t a l l t h a t su re of 
t h e m s e l v e s to s t a r t w i t h ( r e m e m b e r t he gu i l t , t he 
p u r g i n g of t h r o w i n g ou t clothes^ t h e self p romise s 
some of you h a v e been t h r o u g h ? ) 

A s u p p o r t g r o u p he lps b e c a u s e you f ind ou t 
y o u r loved one i sn ' t t he on ly pe r son in the wor ld 
w h o does th i s , a n d you mee t o t h e r s w i t h v a r y i n g 
d e g r e e s of self a c c e p t a n c e — some w i t h q u i t e h igh 
self e s t eem, a n d mos t h a v i n g a lot of fun at the 
m e e t i n g , w h i c h is c o n t a g i o u s . O n c e I got to k n o w 
some of the p e r s o n a l i t i e s i n v o l v e d (in Cross -Por t ' s 
case I shou ld say cha rac te r s ! ) I 've come to look 
f o r w a r d to t he m e e t i n g s to see f r i e n d s -
s o m e t h i n g I n e v e r e v e r i m a g i n e d h a p p e n i n g at the 
b e g i n n i n g of t h i s j o u r n e y of l e a r n i n g . A c t u a l l y , 
w h e n I f i rs t f o u n d ou t , I d i d n ' t t h i n k it was the 
b e g i n n i n g of a n y t h i n g b u t p e r h a p s t he end . Good 
t h i n g I 'm not r i gh t a b o u t e v e r y t h i n g or I wou ld 
h a v e missed so m u c h . 

Book Review 
by R u p e r t Ra j 

TRANSVESTISM: A Phenomenon Misunderstood, 
J e n n i f e r C o n s t a n c e D a r l i n g , 1988. 

O v e r - P r i c e d (at $12 for a 28 page "book"), the 
a u t h o r (a ma le c ross -d resse r ) p r e s e n t s a 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l a r g u m e n t — u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d by 
c l i n i c a l o b s e r v a t i o n s , l i t e r a t u r e r e v i e w , h i s t o r i c a l 
or soc io log ica l perspec t ives^ s t a t i s t i c a l d a t a o r -
e m p i r i c a l e v i d e n c e of any k i n d -- t h a t "the 
T r a n s v e s t i t e " or " E x t r a s e x u a l " is a soc ia l a n o m a l y 
w h o is in a t r a n s i t i o n a l s t age of h u m a n s e x u a l i t y 
T h e t r u e goal of w h i c h ( w h e t h e r soc ie ty k n o w s it 
or no t ) is A n d r o g y n y a n d , as a d i r e c t resu l t , has 
a d v a n c e d d e v e l o p m e n t as a spec ies , e v o l v i n g from 
H o m o S a p i e n s to " H o m o C o n t e n t u s " . 

Not rea l ly a new t h e o r y , t he concep t of 
" E x t r a s e x u a l " (in w h i c h D a r l i n g l u m p s t o g e t h e r 
N u d i s t s , T r a n s v e s t i t e s , T r a n s s e x u a l s , B i sexua l s and 
H e r m a p h r o d i t e s ) , is r e m i n i s c e n t of E d w a r d 
C a r p e n t e r ' s 19th c e n t u r y " U r a n i a n s " or the more 
m o d e r n - d a y " A n d r o g y n e s " , "Pansexua l s " or 
" H u m a n s e x u a l s " . ( T h i s t e rm I p e r s o n a l l y p r e f e r as 
n o m i n a t i v e because , to me, bo th "hetero-" and 
"homosexua l " a re m e a n i n g l e s s labels.) She de f ines 
" E x t r a s e x u a l " ( E / S ) as "any pe r son whose zone of 
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sexual interest and sense of ident i ty e x c e e d s the 
phys ica l l imits od their form." (pg . 9). 

T h e w r i t e r e m p h a s i z e s t h a t " the T r a n s v e s t i t e " 
( w h o she says s h o u l d m o r e a c c u r a t e l y be ca l led a 
" T r a n s f o r m i t e " — r e f e r r i n g to t h e p h e n o m e n o n of 
a h i g h e r consc iousnes s -- t h a t is, oneness , 
w h o l e n e s s , u n i t y , h a r m o n y , i n t e g r i t y — s t r u g g l i n g 
t o evo lve in t he i n d i v i d u a l ) , is a b e i n g set a p a r t 
from e i t h e r t he " H e t e r o s e x u a l " o r " the G a y " She 
is e spec i a l ly c r i t i c a l of t h e l a t t e r : 

"Across the centuries , it has been the 
Homosexual , w i th his irresponsible disregard for 
the propriet ies of social order and his pass ion for 
promiscuity that has given all s exua l i ty its bad 
name." (pg. 24). 

It is n o t e w o r t h y t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e a u t h o r 
does m a k e m i n o r m e n t i o n of t h e female 
t r a n s v e s t i t e -- w h o has t h e "des i r e to be s t rong , 
c o u r a g e o u s a n d d a r i n g " a n d w h o is " t r y i n g to 
solve t h e p r o b l e m of a pen i s " — the real sub jec t 
of the book is, w i t h o u t a d o u b t , t h e m a l e cross­
d resse r — w h o is " m o t i v a t e d to be p r e t t y and 
f emin ine . " 

D a r i n g s t a t e s t h a t is h a s t a k e n 50 ,000 years 
of s q u a n d e r e d h u m a n i t y to a s s e m b l e h e r p i c t u r e 
of the T r a n s v e s t i t e / E x t r a s e x u a l , a n d she c i tes the 
K a m a S u t r a ( the a n c i e n t " H i n d u Book of Love") 
as a g u i d e for h u m a n s e x u a l b e h a v i o r t h a t comes 
closest to c o m p r e h e n d i n g H u m a n k i n d ' s t r ue 
s e x u a l i t y . 

T h i s r e v i e w e r wou ld not r e c o m m e n d th i s 
" t rea t i se" ( w h i c h t h e a u t h o r s ays is a f r a g m e n t of 
a l a rge r w o r k t h a t she " r u s h e d i n t o p r i n t due to 
t h e n a t u r e of t h e f i n d i n g s a n d t h e i r p o t e n t i a l 
v a l u e to t he T ransves t i t e . " ) to t h e sex r e s e a r c h e r , 
h e l p i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l or to t h e s i g n i f i c a n t o the r s 
of c ross -dresse rs . Nor does he b e l i e v e t h a t it can 
o f f e r m u c h in t h e way of e d i f i c a t i o n for the 
t r a n s v e s t i t e h imse l f . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g th i s he 
does l a u d the e f f o r t D a r l i n g m a k e s to i m p r o v e 
t h e s e l f - i m a g e of m a l e t r a n s v e s t i t e s and 
a n d r o g y n e s . R e g r e t t a b l y h o w e v e r , h e r good 
i n t e n t i o n s do no t t r a n s l a t e i n t o a p i e c e of work 
t h a t h a s a n y s u b s t a n t i a l r e d e e m i n g v a l u e . 

Transvestism: A Phenomenon Misunderstood 
is a v a i l a b l e from: C h e m i n - C h e m i n , Box 16892, So. 
L a k e T a h o e , C A 95706-0892 . 

From our Readers 

D e a r L a d i e s -
I 'd l ike to t h a n k M i c h e l l e for l e t t i n g all us 

g i r ls h e r e in D a y t o n k n o w a b o u t t h e Sugges t ive 
S o m e - T h i n g s B o u t i q u e in t h e M a r c h I n n e r V i e w 
I took h e r a d v i c e a n d c h e c k e d i t ou t . I can vouch 
for h e r d e s c r i p t i o n of B a r b Ba i l ey as one supe r 
lady 

She t r e a t e d me as an old f r i e n d and m a d e 
sure t h a t her a s s i s t an t , J u d y , h a d met me. I h a v e 
s ince been t he r e a second t i m e a n d b o t h t imes was 
t r e a t e d w i th the u t m o s t r e spec t a n d they even 
h e l p e d me wi th sizes. 

K e e p up the good w o r k . 
— R h o n d a 

A c c o r d i n g to a s to ry sen t to us from the 
N a t i o n a l E n q u i r e r , a j u d g e in Wales , G r e a t 
B r i t a i n , has a w a r d e d c u s t o d y of a d i v o r c e d 
coup le ' s t h r ee c h i l d r e n to t he f o r m e r f a the r . 
Wha t m a k e s th i s p a r t i c u l a r s to ry i n t e r e s t i n g is 
t h a t t h e f o r m e r f a t h e r is a t r a n s s e x u a l and has 
been l i v i n g full t i m e as a w o m a n s ince 1984. 

T o n i H a m i l t o n - S m i t h , t h e w i n n e r of the two 
year long cus tody b a t t l e was a w a r d e d cus tody of 
a son 13 and t w o d a u g h t e r s ages 8 a n d 5 
A p p a r e n t l y a b ig d e c i d i n g f a c t o r in t he case was 
the fac t t h a t the m o t h e r h a d a l r e a d y a l l owed the 
c h i l d r e n to l ive w i t h T o n i for a y e a r be fo re 
d e c i d i n g t h a t she w a n t e d t h e m b a c k . T h i s gave 
Ton i t he a d v a n t a g e of h a v i n g a p r o v e n t r a c k 
r eco rd of ch i ld c a r i n g b e f o r e go ing i n t o cour t , 
s o m e t h i n g few i n d i v i d u a l s in he r pos i t i on a re able 
to h a v e . A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r in t h e case 
was t h a t the c h i l d r e n all chose l i v i n g w i t h Ton i 
as b e i n g p r e f e r a b l e to l i v i n g w i t h t h e i r m o t h e r 

Publication Notice 
C o p y r i g h t 1989 Cross -Por t S/C 
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a copy of the issue containing the reprinted material is sent to Cross-
Port within two months after the material is published. 

The opinions or statements contained in InnerView are those of its 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of Cross-Port. 

Contributions of articles are welcomed but may be altered, with the 
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.Absolutely no sexually explidtrnafefiai-'wiH !̂>€r accc-ptcd or printctt 

Cross-Port is a not-for-profit support group which meets solely for 
the support of cross-dressers, transsexuals and their family and friends. 
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I w a n t e u e r v o n e t o k n o w t h a t 
I F G E h a s a n n o u n c e d t h e e s t a b l i s h -

m e n t o - f t h e C h r i s t i n e J o r q e n s e n 
H e m o r i a 1 F u n d . T h i s f u n d h a s b e e n 
e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h t h e c o n s e n t o f 
C h r i s t i n e J o r q e n s e n s -f a m i 1 >' a n d 
t h e I F G E B o a r d o - f D i r e c t o r s . 

T h e p u r p o s e o + t h i s f u n d i s t o 
c r e a t e a m e t h o d b y w h i c h i n d i v i d 
u a l s m a y p r o v i d e ( t h r o u g h f i n a n c i a l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o I F G E ) a l i v i n g 
m e m o r i a 1 w h i c h w i l l c o n t r i b u t e t o 
t h e o n g o i n g o b j e c t i v e s o f o u t r e a c h , 
e d u c a t i o n , c o m m u n i t y i d e n t i t y , a n d 
s e r v i c e s o f t h e F o u n d a t i o n . 

I t i s t h e w i s h e s o f C h r i s t i n e 
J o r q e n s e n ^ s f a m i l y t h a t t h i s f u n d 
a s s i s t i n t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
t r a n s s e x u a l e d u c a t i o n o b j e c t i v e s , 
a n d a l l o t h e r t r a n s s e x u a l i s s u e s 
w h i c h m a y b e p r e s e n t e d . 

T h i s f u n d w i l l a s s i s t n t h e 
p u b l i c a t i o n o f J Z C P ' s ' L e g a l 
A s p e c t s o f T r a n s s e x u a l i s m - ' , J e n n y 
S t e v e n s - ' ' h o w t o ' b o o k o n t r a n ­
s i t i o n , a n d o t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n s 
s t i l l i n t h e p l a n n i n g s t a g e . 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s m a y b e s e n t t o : 
I F G E , P . O . B o x 3 6 7 , W a y l a n d , M A 
0 1 7 7 8 . 

R e c o g n i t i o n o f c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
w i l l b e m a d e t o t h e C h r i s t i n e 
J o r q e n s e n f a m i 1 y , a n d , u n l e s s 
o t h e r w i s e s p e c i f i e d , p u b l i s h e d i n 
t h e T U - T S T a p e s t r y J o u r n a l . 

A t t h e e o n v e ri t o n t h i s y e a r n 
S a ri F r- a n c i s c o , t hi e I F 6 E C C" ri g r e s s o f 
R e p r e s e n t a t i K ) P S b e e a m e o f f i c i a l . 

T h e i d e a o f a C o n g r e s s g o t s t a r t ­
e d a t t h e s e c o n d c o n v e n t i o n . T h e 
C o n g r e s s w a s t o b e m a d e u p o f o n e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m e a c h g r o u p f r o m 
a r o u n d t h e w o r l d . E a c h r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e w o u l d w o r k a s a 1 i a i s o n b e ­
t w e e n h e r g r o u p a n d I F G E . 

T h r o u g h m u c h w o r k o f 0 1 i v i a J e n ­
s e n ( T r a n s v e s t i e s A u M o n t r e a l ) , a n 
i n f o r m a l c ommiu n i c a t i o n s n e t w o r k o f 
2 5 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s w a s f o r m e d . ( B y 
t h e w a y , I w a s o n e o f t h o s e . ) B y 
t h e t i m e t h e 3 r d c o n v e n t i o n w a s 
h e l d i n S a n F r a n s c i s c o , t h e n u m i b e r 
h a d s w o l l e n t o 5 2 . H o w e v e r , t h e 
g r o u p s t i l l h a d n o o f f i c i a l s t a t u s , 
n o c l e a r c u t r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , a n d 
n o o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e . T h e c o n v e n ­
t i o n s t a f f c o n c 1 u d e d t h a t t h e 
s i n g l e m i o s t i m i p o r t a n t t h i n g t h a t 
c o u l d b e a c c o m i p l i s h e d a t t h e c o n ­
v e n t o n w a s t h e o f f i c i a l f o r m i a -

t i o n , d e s c r i p t o n , a n d r e g c o g n i t i o n 
o f t h e I F G E C o n g r e s s o f R e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e s . 

T h a t w e e k , o n T h u r s d a y n i g h t , 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r omi 2 7 s e p a r a t e 
o r g a n i 2 a t i o n s , g o t t o g e t h e r o n t t i a t 
p r o j e c t , a n d s a w i t t h r o u g h t o 
r e s o l u t i o n . I t w a s a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
d i s p l a y o f c o o p e r a t i v e e f f o r t u n ­
p r e c e d e n t e d i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e 
g e n d e r c o m m u n i t y . 

O n S u n d a y , t h e I F G E B o a r d o f 
D i r e c t o r s a p p r o v e d t h e p r o p o s a l 
a n d t h e C o n g r e s s o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
b e c a m e r e a l i t y . 

S o f r o r r i n o w o n , y o u w i l l r e c e i v e 
a l l o f f i c a l I F G E i n f o r m a t i o n a s i t 
i s r e l e a s e d , b y w a y o f m y r e p o r t . 

I p l a n t o k e e p e v e r y o n e i n f o r m e d 
a b o u t h a p p e n i n g s i n o u r o w n g r o u p 
t o I F G E , a n d i n t u r n w i l l k e e p y o u 
u p t o d a t e a b o u t t h e m . 



A s m o s t o - f y o u r e a d t h i s , I w i l l 
b e i n C h i c a g o a t t h e " B e A l l " w e e k ­
e n d . I o n l y p l a n o n b e i n g t h e r e - f o r 
h a l - f a d a y o n F r i d a y , a n d a l l o - f 
S a t u r d a y O-f c o u r s e I w o u l d l o v e t o 
b e t h e r e f o r t h e e n t i r e t i m e , b u t 
a l a c k o f t i m e a n d m o n e y , w i l l c u t 
i t s h o r t . A t l e a s t t h e " B e A l l " i s 
a l w a y s w i t h i n a r e a s o n a b l e d r i v i n g 
d i s t a n c e f r o m C i n c i n n a t i . 

I ' l l b e b r i n g i n g m y w h o ! e 
f a m i l y w i t h m e a g a i n t h i s y e a r , b u t 
t h i s t i m e n o o n e s e e m s t o b e 
b o t h e r e d b y t h a t , l i k e t h e y w e r e 
1 a s t y e a r . 

T h i s y e a r w i l l p r o b a b l y s e t a 
r e c o r d f o r t h e l a r g e s t g r o u p o f 
c r o s s d r e s s e r s e v e r t o a s s e r r i b l e f o r 
a s i n g l e f u n c t i o n . T h e " B e A l l " 
o r g a n i z e r s a l w a y s t r y t o g e t e v e r y ­
o n e t o s i g n u p e a r l y , b u t l i k e s o 
m a n y o t h e r - f u n c t i o n s l i k e t h i s , 
i T i a n y p e o p l e c o m e a n d s i g n u p a t t h e 
l a s t m i n u t e o r t h e d a y i t b e g i n s . 

L a s t S a t u r d a y I s p o k e w i t h 
N a o m i f r o m C h i - C h a p t e r ( h o s t g r o u p > 
a n d s h e s a i d t h e y a l r e a d y h a d 2 3 0 
p e o p l e s i g n e d u p f o r S a t u r d a y 
n i g h t . T h a t ' s 3 0 m o r e t h a n t h e 
b a n q u e t r o o m h o l d s . A t t h a t r a t e , 
t h e y c o u l d p r o b a b l y f i l l t w o r o o m s . 

O f c o u r s e , w h e n I g e t b a c k , I 
w i l l g i v e y o u a n u p d a t e o n w h a t ' s 
n e w o n t h e l o c a l a n d n a t i o n a l T U / 
T S s c e n e . 

I h a v e J u s t r e a d t h e f i r s t 
n e w l e t t e r f r o m t h e n e w g r o u p t h a t 
h a s r e c e n t l y f o r m e d i n C o l u m b u s . 
T h e y a r e c a l l i n g t h e m s e l v e s t h e 
C r y s t a l C l u b . T h e i r n e w s l e t t e r i s 
c a l l e d t h e C r > ' s t a 1 C h r o n i c l e . T h e y 
p l a n t o m e e t t h e f o u r t h S a t u r d a y 
o f e a c h r r i o n t h . 

A g i r l w h o m I w o r k e d w i t h a f e w 
y e a r s b a c k w h e n t r y i n g t o f o r r r i a 
g r o u p , n anri e d Y v o n n e J o r d a n , i s 
g e t t i n g c r e d i t f o r h e l p i n g t o g e t 
t h e g i r l s o r g a n i z e d . 

T h e y d o h a v e a n a n n u a l m e m b e r ­
s h i p d u e s o f * 1 5 . 0 0 , a n d t h e y p l a n 
o n c h a r g i n g a m e e t i n g d u e s f e e o f 
^ 1 5 . 0 0 e a c h p e r s o n . I h o p e a f e w o f 

o u r g i r l s c a n m a k e i t u p t o o n e o f 
t h e i r m e e t i n g s t o h e l p t h e m o u t , 
a n d w e l c o m e t h e m t o a e v e r g r o w i n g 
1 i s t o f n e w g r o u p s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y 

I f y o u w o u l d 1 i k e t o c o n t a c t 
t h e m , w r i t e t o : 

T h e C r y s t a l C l u b 
P . O . B o x 2 S 7 
R e y n o l d s b u r q , O h i o 

4 3 0 6 8 - 0 2 8 7 

I f y o u l i k e t o g e t o u t i n p u b l i c 
t o s t r u t y o u r s t u f f , y o u m i g h t 
l o o k n t o T h e S u b w a y . T h e b a r 
a t 6 0 9 W a l n u t S t . i n d o w n t o w n 
C i n c i n n a t i , n o w h a s 3 - 4 d r a g s h o w s 
e a c h m o n t h . T h e y a l s o o f f e r a f t e r 
h o u r s b r e a k f a s t o n F r i . S a t . 
n i g h t s , a n d a S u n d a y b u f f e t a t 7 p m . 
T h e i r p h o n e # i s 4 2 1 1 2 9 4 . 
E v e r y o n e i s w e 1 c o m e . 

T h e C o p a a l s o s t i l l h a s s h o w s 
p l u s a t a l e n t n i g h t f y o u c a r e t o 
t a k e p a r t . p h . # 8 6 1 - 3 9 6 6 

S p e a k i n g o f t h e " C o p a " , I g o t a 
c h a n c e a f e w m o n t h s a g o t o a t t e n d 
t h e M i s s G a y C i n c i n n a t i P a g e a n t 
t h e r e . T h e w i n n e r w a s W i n d y M a r t i n 
w h o 1 i v e s h e r e i n t o w n , a n d h a s 
b e e n o n t h e d r a g s c e n e f o r a s l o n g 
a s I c a n r e m e m b e r . I w i s h h e r t h e 
b e s t o f l u c k i n t h e M 4 s s G a y O h i o 
c o n t e s t . 
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The ChicaQO 2oo 
p r e s e n t s 

t h e annual 

"Be All" 
t h i s weekend 

a t t h e 
TOWN PLAZA HOTEL 

I was p l a n n i n - j ^ N 
on 9oin9 t o t h a t J 

I guess I b e t t e r > / 
s t a r t 9 e t t i n y 

r e a d y . ( 

I hope t h i s 
is enough t o 

l a s t me u n t i l 
t h e weekend's 

o v e r y 

We'll t h a t ' s i t . 
I've t r i e d i t a l l 
on, and i t f i t s 
g r e a t - I f e e l like 
a woman, and this 
weekend, I'll be 
j u s t a n o t h e r 
g i r l l ike a l l t h e 

o t h e r s . 

Nelcome Zoo members / S o M e t h i n g t e l l s ^ N 
V,.me t h a t I'm in t h e ] 

Pri«es will be 
awarded a t 

10 PM. ~̂-*-~-«—..̂  wronQ / .^ . .rtrwX h o t e l / 

Pri«es will be 
awarded a t 

10 PM. 


