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'83, 84...we were purelya capella. Andwe'dgointoakind
of rap banter, and then into me doing a little spiel tellmg

where I'm comin’ from. Then I'd goin admg '
poetry and whatnot.

~ SL:Ohyou'reapoe t too? I've never seen any
poetry in Fertile La Toyah ]ackson Mag

Clitoris Turner. Clitoris Turner was gomg
 problems with a junkie boyfriend,
problems. Shemedtocommttsuycxde ; u
and got her. She was really 2 great Afro Sister, she had an‘
, amazmgvmce When ntcame tfmetorepiaceher!deude o,‘

Blackiress Baginal Bais, photographed by Bimbox puh{isher Jimg Hoxzema, out lunching at Troy in L ﬂ

whether I'mabe

)

What would the homocore movement of underground gay zines be without that wondrous bible of
libel, Fertile Latoyah Jackson Magazine! Edited by Hollywood’s famed performance queenpin/blacktress
Vaginal Creme Davis, Fertile Latoyah Jackson Magazine is an hilarious account of the very hot days and
nights of Vag and her cohorts the Afro Sisters, a multiracial, maxigenderal gang of “talented
persons.” The only way to describe Fertile Latoyah Jackson Magazine to someone is to show it to them.
Ditto Miss Davis, who, as member of three musical acts (The Afro Sisters, Cholita, and Pedro Muriel
and Esther) and sought-after mistress of ceremonies (Fuck Club, Café Hag, Sissy Club USA, Sit and
Spin and sundry other Sin Bros. events) is one of the Los Angelenos currently siapping that city awake
to a new decade. Let’s all pray the goddess that a 6-foot-6, occasionally platinum-blonde, African=
American drag queen becomes one of the archetypes of the *90s.
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Deee- The prefix Deee put in front of anything the least bi
groovy is taken fo the nth degree. Deee-licious, it tastes so goed
Deee-withit, it'sthe Shits. Get the picture ofthe Garden of Earthl
Deee-Lite.

Doodiebug Groov-nick artists/ illustrators/designers.

Groov-nick Global Villager. Club Tart Fabuli for the Ne
Age. . .

Sampladelic Specialaudio effects that utilize digita
sampling, computerized sound programming, and mixing, incor.
porating elements of House, Disco, Pop, Rock, etc. Also, Daee
Lite's production company, Sampledelic Prductions.

Global Village The place that is the Garden of Farthl
Deee-Lite. New Fthnic.

Age Of Communication Ihe gobal flow of idea
and information being the basis of the prooviness of things inth
Garden Of Barthly Deee-Lite,

Holographic Groove Sound Deec-Lite's up-t
-the-minute sound variation on the strong bass, hard drum an
gospelinfluence in current dance music, better known as House
This stuff sounds like the real thing for a new age of hardcor
dance club fans. Punky fresh multi-dimensional mix of 60s psy
chedelia, 70s funk sound, and 80's technology makes anythin
sond fun.

Groove O'clock When groov-nicks get busy, It's tim
10 jam! See the New Age Power Soul Wave.

Deee-Do Who'dathoughta headband onaflip, Puccitights
and catsuits could become such the rage?
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- . motice for a benefit you're

~ theywhenin and they turned their back, literally.

. saythat!'veliked everything ACTUP’s done. The

‘ Men’s Health Crisis in New York.

TA: Are there any things that Deee-Lite per-
sonally believes in or embraces spiritually to

work on developing your own positive out-
looks?

LMK Well, | think dancing is one.
TA: Good answer.

LMK Dancing and music. | guess that's the main thing.
Music is really what takes me there. But also communicating
with people. When you share information with someone, that
tome is really uplifting, to learn something new. To learn
about different organization doing different things. That's
reallypositive.

TA: While you’re mentioning organizations,
have you
‘donebene-
fits with ACT
UP there in New
York? | think | saw a

scheduled to do with the Gay
LMK: ACT UP... don’t thizk we did anything with them.
Wedididoa benefit or two for Gay Men’s Health Crisis and one
with HEAL and one with Community Research..

TA: Are you pro ACT UP?

LMK: Ihave toknow more. Certain things | love that
they've.done. Like when they went to this church here :

and they literally turned their backs. Basically the
Cardinal turned his back on the gay community so

Thatwas really beautiful, really amazing. | can't 3

outing thing is really fascist. | can’t support 45 that. If

. you'renot together enough and youdon’thave the strength

oficharacter to say what you're about is who you are, then why
shouldiyou be pointed out s a role model? You're twelve years
oldiand you want to come out and it's pointed qut that there’s

. this.coward whohappens to be a celebrity yet they won't admit
 it, that's not going to help you. What | think would be more

S e e SRR A T

positivetodois to contact all the people that are afraid to come
outwhoarecelebrities and could be role models and give them

. finformation. Recommend some books....

| 'I'A' Try to help them develop some confi-
© dence so they can come out on their own,

+ LMK Yeah, Contact them behind the scenes and say, “Look
. thisiswhat | think would be helpful to the world if you were to
" takeastandonthis.” Leaveit up to the individual because just
* pointing fingers.... that's not good. That's creating an hys-
. ‘teria, and thisis not the time to be feeding any kind of hysteria.

Ithinkif you're togetherenough to say something that's gonna

gsa| HING

be positive about your sexuality, then great! Butifyou have to
denounce who: you are then someone from your community
should contactyou.and try to talk toyou about howimportant
it is to be more positive about it.

TA: | thought as
ings towards out-
cate asked if any
bers weregay or
itry answered
didn’t think it |

muchabout yourfeel-

business or that it was important. Profes-
sionally it really shouldn’t have anything to
do with how good you are as musicians or
whatever.

LMK Right. As far as Deee-Lite is concerned, we're not gay
straight or bisexual, we're open minded and sexually free. And
beyond that it's nobody's business what we do unless you see
it. (Laughs)

TA: Right! OK! Perfect. | know you sew and
you've studied textile design in school. I think
you'd be a fabulous designer, do you see
yourself doing a line of clothing atsome point
in the future? Would you like to do a label?

LMK:. | would. | mean, | wanted to be Pucci! | did! | was
making costumes for this one band in New York which was
Dimitry, Sister Dimension and Lady Bunny. | was go-go danc-
ing, | started go-go dancing to support myself. Not stripping,
but club dancing. And that’s when | decided this , entertain-

ing, is better, it’s so much more:an in-depth expressioniofithe
joyous movement of danee that brings out your ssoul and
everythin. s And so, | decided 'digo intomusic and dancing.

TA: Were you doing this at the Pyramid and
Susanne Bartsch’s Copa parties?

LMK: Yeah,'Copa, | danced for her. | was the only one that
wasn'tadragqueen at thetime. Actually; Deee-Lite playedithe
opening night of the Copa. And l-danced for herat Bentley’s,
because before Copa she had another club called Bentley's. .

TA: The Wednesday night parties weheard so
much about.

LMKz Oh, they were great. And thenldld thlsclub called
Afrochine.

. TA: Wasn't
Dimitry
spinning there?

LMK Yeah, he was spinning
there. T

TA: Before you all went whole: hog
with the group, with performing and sign-
ing the record contract, did you have regular
day jobs? .

LMK Well, let's see... Before Dimitry was D)-ing he wasa
go-go dancer, too, at a place called Pizza A Go-Go: Thenihe
. managed a r restaurant and he was always D|-ing but before
he made a living with it he did:these other things. Butke's
en D]-ing for a while, something like four or five years.
was... God! | had every job in the book! | was a waitress,
I worked as a bathroom attendant.

TA: In a restaurant or a. club?

LMK: ‘In a club;.A; Arela.

TA: There's the storyl - -

LMK: Yeah! (Laughs) Actually, | worked in the windows,

too, at Area. | worked in a gallery doing errands and things.
And then go-go dancing. Imade furniture. fusedtoimake, art

furniture. ‘I'm a jewelry designer! I'm a fashion:designer!!l

make furniture!’

TA: (Laughs) OK! | guess you'll dowhatever
you have to do! .

LMKz There’s somany peopleinNew York like that, that can
do so-many things.
do you co-write the songs and lyrics?

LMK: Basically, | wri‘te justaboutall of the Iyrics. The ideas

‘wralkt:
miné.
write g
Towadi
tiofis, W
Dimitry
Brother

TA: 'V
they
yours

EMK:
'l'A* V
I.MI('
TA:A

LMK:
I guess
Actuall
though
Kane. £
differer
dont k
that's |
peace
that he
messag
thatiwe
TA:
caliof

-

LMK
dences

TA: |
how
karn
fate:

LMK
toithe |
destin
" extent
ownlu
afraid
playec
trying
point
believ
gonna
believ
met B

TA:



weialbtalk about. The theycomefromialliofus. Theyaren't all
‘minéuFwrite:the words though-andsome of the music. We:all
write the music, that's pretty-equally divided. Dimitry and
Towa:domore of the production. Like, Sampladelic Produc-
"tions, Whichris also Deee-Lite, through which we do mixes .
Dimiitry and Tova.do most of that. They just did a Jungle
Brothers remixof “Black Woman" which is gorgeous!

TA: Where did-you get your names? Were
they -given to you or did you adopt them
yourselves? . - & ;

LMK: Well, we were-all born with them.:

TA: WeII Kler Kurby

1

I.MK' But I used to be called Baby Kler hut nowl mLady Kier.
'I'A. Alll grown up. (Laughs)

I.MI(' Since l turned infi'a Lady they ve dropped the Baby.
I guess | was about four years old then. Let’s see, Dimitry..

Aetually, youknow they used t6 all him Daddy 0. But then we
thought people would confuse him witfithe other D], Big Daddy
Kane. But some people still.call him Daddy 0. They-call him
different things from different clubs: fungle D) Towa Towa... |
don't know; because he:.. welli that's his name Towa Towa,

- that’s Korean.-Towatae, and it rieans , it's ironic, it means

peace from the-east. His parents named him that not knowing
that he would fater moved to the west and bring a peaceful
‘message. | think that's.reallysweet. That's the kind of thing
that we've, got to keep... destiny. It's a-certain magic.

« §" " DR 1

) TA. There 's a lot about karma and the mysti-

«cal or-psychic. forces in your iyrlcs i

I.M I(. Were talklng about the sort.of maglc that'sin coinci-
dences.

TA: It appears from all the many accounts of
how you all came together that it was very
karmicand not accidental. It was destiny and
fate:andit’s obviously working out quite well.

LMK | think so. ] really think so: | don’t believe in destiny
tothe; ‘pointwhere, oh, with.a Nazi victim and say that was his
destiny. Idon’t believe in absolutes but | dobelieve to a certain
extent you can make your-own destiny which is making your
own luck. Just by believing. For instance, we used to be really
afraid of the musicbusiness; that's one of the reasons why we
played for three yearsjust doing it in clubs. 1t wasn't about
trying to go to arecord company and get signed. But at one
point we just said, hey, if | believe in.destiny then why can't |
believe that there will be someoneiin the musicindustry that's
gonna know and respect what we do? And once we started
believingthat, it wasn’tsohard. We weren’t surprised when we
met Bill ‘€oleman and Nancy:Jeffries. :

TA: How did you meet Bill and Nancy?

LMK He:came to-oneofthe shows:andthenwe talked tohim

afterwards and we gave him a tape, he:asked for a demo. tape.
HewasworkingatBillboardandthatwasit.Thatwasthebreak
we needed.

TAs Nancy-is with Elektra?

LMK: Nancy is with Elektra. She’s the Vice President over
A&R (Artist and Repertoire). Shé’s theonly womanin
that kind of position, a VP-of A&R. And that was really like a
blessing.

TA: Your destiny again.
LMKz Definitely!

TA: A lot of bands have that apprehension
about the major [abels because it is easy to be
compromised or just overwhelmed by it all or
just falling into the wrong hands because it is
so money-grubbing.

LMKz Yeah, and you think that it's like us and them but
actuallyit's amistake to think that way because they need you
and you need them and they’re human. So, yeah, some people
in the industry may have a money-grubbing attitude but-you
can say no. You don’t have to do certain things that they may
suggest.

TA:Was World Clique done when you signed
the contract’

LMK: It wasn't recorded but we do most.of it in our home so
we gave them... well, most of the songs were already written,
so then we signed the deal... we knew we were gonna get one
of the companies, we were pretty sure it was going tobe Elektra
so we went in and started recording the album anyway. So we
were half-way recorded by the time we signed the deal. We just
had that much faith that it didn’t matter, we were going to do
this anyway. '

TA: Have yoh already started work on the
next album?

LMEK: Well, we were together for three years before the
album came out so we wrote enough material in those three
years for about three albums.

TA: How will you pace their releases?

LMK Itreallydepends. Like, for the last five months we haven't
had too much time to write new music so, we're really lucky
that we had this stuff allready. It's not produced but when we
produce it, the production sound comes out differently every
year. What we'll do as soon as this tour is over is stop
everything and start writing again. But, like “Try Me
On I'm Very You" that was totally spontaneous.

TA: You did that while you were recording the
album?

LMK: Yeah, while'wew,ere doin’thealbum.

TA: That's reallyamazmg because that sa really
strong song.

LMK: That song’s interesting because it's usually the feast
favorite song and then it grows o people. They like it a lot.

TA: 1 actually took to it right away. It’s so
funky. But it does grow on me more and more.
It seems the more I listen toit, the more | hear

. different things going on in it. It’s really

danceable though. It’s” one of the funkiest
ones on the album, maybe only second to
“Who Was That” for that funky feeling. Your
music is so refreshing because it is'breaking
through the lull that you spoke of earfier. It’s

not at all saying too much that Deée-Lite’ s

music is boosting people’s. levels' of hope, )

saying that we can still be happy and posltwe, ‘
e

and feel good about thmgs
LMK: We've got toifwe're going to survive in this dé.y'a:in'_d:
age. - o ' S

TA: | come in contact with quite 3 few ACTUP
members and people in different activist
orgamzatlons anid there seems to be a new
spiritualism emerging from these groups and
individuals. People are learning or re-leain-

ing how to heal and nurture themselves and |

each other. A lot of people like to compareiit

to the sixties Love In thing because now there

things. Are any of you involved personally in
any organizationsor AIDS activistmovements?

‘Where’s Deee-lthe in all of fh|s7

e

.are all kinds of retreats and’ conferénces and ;

LMKz | think that positivitycan change'your life. There 500

doubt about it. It's done it for me. | was basically kind:of 2

cynical child and it wasn't until [ got a lttle older arid - meta
few people that were just so positive . | kind of studied’them
and | saw thatit wasn’t that everything went rlghtfortherhibut |
it was just that theyappreclated each momentlnllfe more.And
assoonas | realized, ‘What you meanevery momrit in yourlife
matters!” Even when'you think you're just killing time. Theres

really no such thing as ‘killing time . | think that posmwty
is great to enhance your life. | dor’t think it's cunng MIDS. It
willnot. Itcan helpyou. ltcan’ help youenjoy what lifeyolhave
left. There s evidence thiat a positive attitude can helpin cases
of terminalillness. But we need more money for AIDS andmore
education. | think we have to be positive to cure AIDS. Wehave
to be positive that there will be'a cure. There will be. We have

to believe that. But we also can’t just have ‘blind faith, we

have to be ready to work to get the information out to the
people who aren’t aware of the facts. & ’

THING|9
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