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Governor Pete Wilson Signs 
Historic Hate Crimes Bill 

[San Francisco Bay Area, CA, Septrmher 29, 
1998] 

Yesterdav Governor Pete \\ "ii son signed into 
law AI3 1999. a bill which clarifies that gender 
and genckr expression are protected categories 
unde-r California's rxist ing hate- crime laws. AB 
1999 was authored by Asse-mhlywonrnn ShC'ila 
K11 ehl (D-Santa Monica). Assrm hlyman Kevin 
he-lley (D-San Francisco) wa the principal 

co-sponsor. 
The major effect of th<:> bill is to clarify that 

hate crimes against trnn gendered people are 
covered under California hate crimes laws. 
District attorneys in San Francisco and I ,os 
Anf" I ·ounti s. who upported AB 1999, 
already prosecute such hat crimes under e ·ist­
ing law, but ot·lH'r district attonlf'ys do not use 
this interpretation of the statutf'. Th n w law 
creates uniformity o f' application or the broadrr 

rending or tl1 r law. 
"This is a milestone for the transgenclf'I" 

community of California·· said icky 
Kolakowski, Co- hair of thE' Bay Area 
Transgender Law Association (BATLAW), a 
sponsoring organi;wtion of the bill. "Hate' 
crimrs are a major problem for transgencler 
people everywhere, including the Bay Arc-a, 
ancl I am v ry happy that the legislature and 
the Governor undcrstnncl the impo,tance of 
enacting this legislation. I hope that this be­
comes a model that will be usC'd nationwid<> ... 

"\\ 'hat a miraculous change from two years 
ago, when former state senator Milton Marks' 
(D-San Francisco ) trnnsgender civil rights bill 
SB 1964 died in committee \\'ithout a single yes 
vot<:>,"' Kolako"·ski added. "La t time , most leg-
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PFLAG Votes ''Yes'' to Trans­
Inclusion 

[\\ ashington. D.C.] 
At th ir Annual leeting in San Francisco on 

September 12th, members of Parents, Families 
and • riends of Ga sand Lesbians (PFLAG) 
, ·oted overwhrlmin ly to in Jude transgenclered 
people in thr group·s mission statement. Th 
organization·s By-laws now read: 'The purpose of 
this orporation shall be: To promote the health 
and well-being of gay, lesb ian, bisexual and trans­
genrlered person .. :· 

PFLAC,, based in Washington , D. ., has more 
than 420 chapters in all 50 states. A group ,,~thin 
the organization, The Transgencl r pecial 
Outrea ·h f'twork was dirf'ctly responsible for 
th trans-inclusion statement. etwork members 

met several years ago at a PF LAC conference. 
The Network has published and tlistributed over 
12,000 copies of its popular booklet, Our Trnns 
Children, and runs a telPphone help line. 

Network Chair my Boenke aid the gro11p 
looks forward to helping PFLAG rnembers work 
town rd providing the same kind of critical sup­
port on behalf of trans-people that they lwve 
always prm~ded for lesbian, gay and bisexual peo­
ple. \\ e' re plrnse I and rxcitecl," said Boenke. 
"\\ e've been working for this trans-inclusion res­
olution for 3 years. lf a bendnnark of a long 
process that has just begun. \\'e passed the law: 

now the work of educat ion begins." A 
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Chapter & Affiliate Information 
Chaplt•ro; 

Delaware 
Wilmington, Delaware: me ts sec­

ond Saturday of each month . \\'rite 
for in fo to: PO Box 56.56, \\ ilmington, 
DE 19 0 . Phone': 302-376-1990 or 
email to: - @aol.com>. 

Pennsylvania 
Greater PhiJacl lphia: Write 

Renaissance GP , 9 7 Old Eagle 
chool Rd.. uit 719, Way1H,'. PA 

190 7. Meets third aturday of th 
month in King of Prussia. Doors open 
at pm all year ' round, all 610-975-
9119 fo r information. 

. Lehigh VaH y/Pocono area: 
Renaissance Lehigh Valley, PO Box 
3624 . llentown, P l 106. Meetings 
on the second Saturday of the month 
in the All ntown area. Call for direc­
tion and more information, 610- 21-
29-5."' . or email to <Ren :\ ren.org> . 

Lower usqu hanna alley: \\ rite 
Renaissance LS\ , P Box 2122, 
Harri burg. P l 7LO .. Meets on th 
first atu rda of the month. all 7 J 7-
7 0- LL \ (7 0- L,57 ) or send emai l 
to: <ls,·@ren.org>. 

Affiliates 

California 
Orange County: PowdC'r Puffs of 

alifomia. PO Box 10 . Yorba Linda, 
A 926 6, or email to 

<ppoc@aol.com> 

Connecticut 
Bddgeport/ ew Haven: 

conne -ticuTView, do D ni Mason, 
PO Box 22 1, Devon, CT 06460. 

lonthly newsletter and activities. 

G orgia 
tlanta: The merican Educational 

Gender 1 nfonnation ervice (AEGIS), 
PO Box 33724, Decatur, G 30033-
0724 or call 770-939-0244, or mail 
to<aegi @mindspring.com>. 
Information resources & referrals . 

Atlanta: Atlanta ,ender 
Explorations (A. , .E.), PO Box 77,562, 

tlanta, C 303.57, 770-939-212 . 

Illinois 
hicago: Th Chicago ,endC'r 

ociety, P Box 57 005, hicago, IL 
60657, 708- 63-7714. 

Louisiana 
New Orlean : The Gulf ,ender 

Allianc , PO Box 56 36, ew Orlean , 
LA 70156-6 36, 504- 33-3046. 
\\ ebsit : <\\ V\v.gga.org> . • mail: 
~ juno.com>. 

Missouri 
St. Louis G nd r Foundation, P.O. 

Box 9433, St. Louis, MO 63117. 
Phone: 314-367-4128, email: 
<stlgf@aol.com>. 

New Jersey 
. Central Jer e : 

Monmouth/Ocean Trans Gender, 
(M T ,), write PO Box 2972, 
Princeton, JO 543-2972. all 732-
219-9094. Email: ~ aol.c.'Om>. 

\!Vestem enb·aJ ew J r ey: 
ew Jerse upr ort, call S11san at 973-

- or Dorothy at 21.5-
(weekends onl ). Write PO Box 0034, 
Montville, J 0704, for information. 
Email: ■■l@aol.com . 1 leC'tings ar 
the fir t Saturday of the month at the 
Unitarian nivC' rsalist hurch of 
\ \"a hington Crossing. 

e tropolitan ender 
Network (M , ), 61 Hudson treet, 
Box 45, w York, Y 10014. all 
201-794-1665, xt. 332. Email, 
- @mindspring.com>. 

Long I land: Long Island F mme 
Expression (LJFE), PO Box 1311, 
Water ill , Y 11976-1311. Phone 
516-2 3-1333. email to 
- @aol.com >. 

Oklahoma 
nh·al Oklahoma: ooner 

Dive r ity, part of the ntral 
Oklahoma Transgend r Alliance 
( OTA). \fo te to P.O. Box 60354, 
Oklahoma ity, OK 73146. Email to 
<cota@transfemme.com>, website: 
<\V\Vw. tran C mme.com/cota> 
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TRANSGENDER News & 
COMMUNITY Views 
(9 1998. Henais a11 c:e Transgendc-r 
Association, Inc., 9 7 Id Eagle­
School Rd., Suite 719, Wayne. Pa. 
190 7. 
Phone: 610-975-9119 
WWW - http://www.ren.org 
On AOL keyword: Renaissance 

$5.00 per i su . -$40 per ear (12 
issue ). Previous year back issues are 
avai lable for $2 per cop plus . 0.,52 
postage and handling. S nd check or 
M.O. to the above address, a~tention: 
Back Issues. 

Editor-in-Chief - Ang la Gardner 
Assistant Editor - Miranda ­
Contributing Editors -

Dina mherle Jessica Brandon 
Lee Etscovitz JoA11n Roberts 

Layout & Design - Tre top Press 
BttmleSS Manager - loria 1111 
Dist.-ibution - Emil heldon 

rticle , opinion piece , and IC'tte rs 
to thC' edi tor arC' alwa s wC'lcome. 
Ideas for a1ticles and opinion pieces 
should be ent to the , tional 
Office marked Attention: clitor: Or 
by email to <eclitor@ren.ora> . 

>mpl.imentmy and iratP letters to 
the editor may be sent to the same 
aclclres . 

Renai sance i a 50l[c.:][3] non -prof­
it organization providin <'ducation 
and support to the transgC' nde r 
comm unit and the en ral public. 
l f you would like to make a tax­
d<"ductible clonation , make your 
check or M.O., payable- to 
Renaissance' and send it to our 
National office. Your contributions 
will help us continue our efforts to 
provide education about trans en­
d r i sues. Donation can also be 
made through our local nited 
\ \'ay agency. 

El ctronic Subscriptions 
Ynu can get 1hmsge11der Cn1111111111i ry 1eu;.~ & 
\ 'ie1c;.\ hy email every month delive red aulomali­
cally right to your mail box for only $LS a year. 
That's half off the regular pape r suhst' riptinn 
rale. end your $ LS plus your email :uldress to 
rhe Renaissance I ational Ofnce. 
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········\\·:~j'~.~·;~~; ·i~ ~~·~·111be r. Has every­

one• settlC'd down from the cl mands· 
of the busy Halloween ea on? The 
drmand of cro sdressing co tu mes 
c:an be prett stringent. It's su ·h a 
pkasur to take off the spike-heeled 
bouts and leather c:orset ... for now. 
B11t. e nough of this frivolity. Let's gPt 
down to brass tacks. Or steel studs. 

\ \'e welc:ome a couple of advPrtis­
C' rs with this issuC' . The Yardley 
Aes the tics Cente r not onl , wel­
come our busine s. the have l1irC'cl a 
Henais ance membn, Ms. andra 
L~:nn , as a Qui ·k Light hair r moval 
IC'chnician. How much more accept­
ing can . a get? Give th m a call if ou 
have a problem with unwanted hair. 
The also offer many othf'r aesthetic 
ervices so give them a call at 215-

321-7 JO0 to see if the ·an help you 
ac hieve a more lovely ou. 

lso in thi s issue ou 'll find an 
insert for The Fetishe Boutique . 
ThC' arC' a form r advertisC'r of our 
whu ha returned to our pages in a 
removahl Oyer format. Th ·11 be 
with us for the nC'xt leven months 
and when the , have spe ·ial sales and 
events th ir flyers wil l let you know. H 
) 'OU happen to need a leather corset ... 
o r a studded dog collar, giv them a 
·all. 

It's That Time Again 

La t month the ational Office 
(meaning hard working Executive 
Director Angela Gardn r. I do that as 
wt:'11 as edit this newsl tter) sent out 
individual rnernb rship r newal 
notices to all those whose member­
ships expire on D ecembe r 31st. This 

-·~-~r::::;~! 
was don despite what we said in th 
first page article of the October issue 
about a re n wal flye r that would be 
inducled in th ovember and 
December issues. As Editor I didn 't 
speak to the Executive Dir ctor abou t 
how to hand! renewals. Actuall all 
kidding aside, it b came nece sary to 
g t out the notices as soon as possibl 
in order to build our revenues. The 
cash will be needed to pay for the 
production of th new magazine and , 
oh yeah, pay the re nt fo r the rest of 
thi year. 

I also d <.:ided it would be a good 
idea to sta rt the new r n wal proce­
dure ri ht awa , since we will have to 
do it thi way from now on. Folks ar 
already starting to renew. A big 
thank-you to those who have. If you 
haven't sent in our che k yet, please 
take a moment and as the say in the 
neaker ads, just do it . If you haven't 

received a renewal notice, then your 
member hip is not cl 1e for renewal. 
You ·11 get you r n tic about a month 
b for you r member hip is up. 
Thank to evei one for your support. 

nd now, th news. 

Unemployed 

It eems RuPaul ha been given 
the axe at VII 1. The poor thing wa 
let go and now she just wanclers the 
stre t in boy ck g lookin depres ed. 
It's sad to know that now all we'll 
have of The Ru Patti Show is r nms. 
Of course, it's not like she' ll go hun­
gry. h 's till the most een queen in 
the hi tory of drag. From her appear­
ances on 1ash Bridges to her various 
poke mod 1 gig , the girl will not be 
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goi ng away anytime soon. She's evC'n 
appearf'd on \Valker Texas Ra11gn. 
Not si ne<' Boy Ge orge appC'ared on 
Tfte A 1i·a 111 has there been such a 
clash of cultures. 

I have no idea whnt the plot was 
ahout. but Ru looked vc•1 w et in a 
bah doll dress, and I loved hPr hair. 
If hi' \\'NC'n 't a foot ta ller than th!' 
stars she'd be almost de mm<'. \\'hat's 
nf'xt for Ru? Will we sec he r on 
To11dwd hy mi A11gel? If it happens 
you'll read about it here. 

H20 at hampoo 

Mr. John Wate rs, famous fi lm 
director, wa in Philaclelphia last 
month ~ r a loc:al film festival. As part 
of the festivities he made an appear­
ance at my local watering hole, 
Shampoo. I got there earl and 
thank to 111 local celeb status (and a 
little begging) I got admitted to the 
\ IP area, here John wou ld hold 
court. The club had arranged for a 
c:oupk of Di ine imper onators (now 
there's a concept. two Divin imper-
onators in one spot ) to p11t in an 

appearance. It must be kind of bizarre 
for John to see people imper onating 
hi s deceased friend. but I gues if 
anyone could take it, it would be the 
man who brought us Pink Flamingos. 
In any event, the Divine were , as far 
as I could te ll. a no show. The 're 
probably in the unemplo ment office 
toda with Ru. 

The on Divine who did show up 
was a Baltimore bab who jounwyed 
up I nterstat 95 to pa_ homage to Mr. 
Wate rs. fter saying hi to John, and 
mentioning a mutual acq uai ntance of 
ours , I tastef111l withdrm to witness 
the feed ing fr<'nzy of queens as they 
descended on t·he poor man and actu ­
al! forced him to sign autographs. I 
wa told by hi s personal assistant that 
John has been on the road for two 
months promoting hi new fillll , 
Pecker. l remarked to John that he 
must be r clucecl to a quiv rin bowl 
of jell by th demands of hi s s hed­
ule, and he saicl he was too tired to 
ev n quiver. He was the perfe t gen­
tleman to one and all throughout hi 



Tmnsgell(/erC,11111111111ily ews & Views, Vol.12, o. 11 

Ne,vs Beat. .. 
ordeal. hut he d id manage to slip out 
of the dub around eleven thirty. I 
hope hC' gC'tS . onlC' r t. ll e' ll need all 
his energy to produce hi s next film . 
It's a li ttlt> story about a TC 
\\Ti tt>r/editor and thf' wacky colum n 
slw writt>s evt>iy month . Ifs tentatively 
titled 1\pt>r, and I c:m't rt>veal the 
name or the fr1b11lous actress who·s 
starring. All 1 can sa_ i . she's limrner 
than Rikki Lake. Meow. 

Speakin of domestic pet ... 

There's Something About That 
Dog 

l knew the re was something up 
with that pooch in the Taco Bell ads. 
Some gay pe?ple say they have au 
innate ensing device called "gaydar .. 
which allows thf' m to detect other 
gays. I have "tgdar, .. which is not near­
ly as good a term, but functions in 
much tlw sarnf' manner. I knew some­
th ing was up with the Taco Bell pup. 
Sure. he has a deep voice and a 
machismo manne r, but the re was just 
something, well... femin ine about hirn . 
Sure enough, th pooc:h is T . 

Born a GB (gene tic bitch) Dinky 
was drawn to studded do collars 
early in life. \\"h n th other little lady 

hihuahuas wpre practicing demure 
littl e poses and eating dainty bowls of 
Puppy C how. Din ky wa eating raw 
stf'ak and strutting around like a little 
Bulldog. It made his ea rly years hard , 
since no on in th puppy mi ll could 
fi gure out wh "she" acted so butch. 
It wasn't until his big break, a bit part 
in Dog Day Af ter110011 , that his car er 
turned around. 

\ Vhen the Taco Bell auditions came 
up Dinky was r ady. His agent didn't 
even te ll th producers that the re was 
something _dif~ r nt about the rnncho 
mutt. and his natural acting ability 
and smoldering atin looks got him 
the part. lfs rumored though that he 
can ge t really bitchy if a membe r of 
the ·rew refers to him as "she·· while 
h • working. \\'hile acknowledging his 
ff•male body Dinky prefers to com-

pletely immerse h imsf'lf in the role at 
hand. Ht> said in a rt>cent in te rview, 
" ure, I'm really a hitch. I know that, 
my agent knows that. It's no b ig clPal. 
l can cut the pa rt. In this biz that's all 
that mattt>rs. Do ou think it was a big 
deal t l1at Lassie was a malt>? o. Ik 
was a big sissy, and it pn id tl1 f' bi lls. 
T hat's th botto111 line." 

Dinky is prepared fo r th eventual 
encl o[ his run in the Taco Bell ads. 
I-If' is df'veloping a one-dog show 
called "Transgende r Mutt," which he 
plan to take on the road as soon as 
his commercial obligations cease. 
\\ e ·11 have the tour schedule here as 
soon as his people te ll my people. 
Bow wow, baby. 

TGTV 

Anyone catch the Let1en11011 S/11111; 

on Octobe r first? The musical act was 
Hedwig and the Angry Itch . ot 
your typical Goo Goo Dolls or Blues 
Traveler type pop band, 

Hedwig & th A.I. is a rock musi­
cal that's b en playing in ew York 
and att racting all kinds of good press . 
Hedwig is the lead singer, and she 
happens to he a transsexual. She's a 
transsexual in the f'W York drag 
queen manne r ancl the music is pretty 
heavy and Y influenced . Ifs wile\ 
that· the cast app ared on Lette rman 
at all since the show is certainly not 
mass appeal , like Cats or Phantom, 
but it's even stranger that Dave con­
sistently used feminine pronouns 
when referring to Hedwig. 

Oh, and I can 't fo rget. the back up 
singer was a leathe r clad drag king. 
Pretty cutting edge for L tte rman. I 
did note that Dave didn 't come over 
to shake hands , as h does with most 
musical acts that appear on th show. 

ould th re be a litt l r transphobia 
there? You bet. But at least th y had 
Hedwig on in th first place. 

Jay Leno ha b n sticking it to 
President Clinton and Monica 
Lewinsky fo r months. He has an 
actress who looks just like Lewi n ky 
and has used he r in many sketch s 
about the Pr sidenf p ccadil lo. Last 
month he took a page from 

4 

L<' tterman's book and used the olcl . 
oops-11 1y-an nou ncer-is-m issi ng-stay­
hert>- l-gotta-go-fi nd-h i m hit. LC'no 
ran offstage' and th f' te levision c:uts to 
a shot of hi m run ni ng on to the set of 
the Rost>annC' daytime' talk show 
whe rf' we f'<' on ica Lewinsky hei ng 
in terviewt>d by Roseanne. 

Only in stead of the Lewinskv look 
alike, the "Monica" is Tonight • how 

a11not1ncer, Ed Hall. Jiall lookC'd 
remarkably good as Lewi nsky. Jay 
pulled Hall's wig off and exposed hi m 
to Roseanne as a phony Monica. The 
gag wa that Hall was trying to get 
the million bucks Roseanne has said 
she'll pay Lewinsky to appear on her 
show. Leno carried the dewigged Hall 
off of the Roseanne set ancl then 
appears back 0 11 the Tonight Show 
stage with Hall sti ll over his shoukle r. 
Furthe r big yucks came when Eel was 
told to sit with hi s legs togeth f:' r. All J 
c:an say is you'd never catch Ed 
McMahon doing a skit like that. You 
are correct. Si r! 

Fans of Briti sh tellie have 11 0 

doubt been aware of the TS characte r 
on Coronation Street fo r some ti me . 
Her name is Hayley. and while she's 
port rayed by a genPti c fE> male . th E> 
plot involves he r preparing to move 
in wi th h r boy fri end . He wants to 
be a p rfec t gentle man and not have 
sex until they are marri ed. This caus­
es Hayley much conste rnation since 
transsexuals are not legally re ·ognized 
in ' ngland and cannot many anyone 
of the opposite sex. 

In th eyes of th law they are still 
thei r birth gender and as such if a 

tF TS married a man , to the courts, 
th y would have a same sex marriag . 
That's why Tula left Merry Olde a few 
yea rs back. We'll keep an ye on plot 
developme nt and le t you know how it 
all turns out. That could take a bit. 
You know how those soap plots can 
go on and on. 

Former ASCAR cl ri vf:' r Terri 
O'Connell used to be a good old guy 
naml"d JT. Ms. O' onnell appeared 
on 20/20 last month and tokl the 
world that she wants to rac<" again . It 
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was all hand! cl pr tty well by 20/20 
and in tlw interview o ·connell ·s old 
race car owner, who's a r al good old 
boy, said that if 't rri can prove her­
self again a a driver h ·cl I t her drive 
his car. Good luck, Terri. As they say, 
you go gi rl. 

If you don't get the cable channel 
A&E, and you thought you'd never 
see the show they ran on transgen­
clerisrn . fea r not! Phyllis Fr-ye tells us 
that the TC video can Ut' ordered 
from A&E , for. 19.95, by calling 800-
423-1212. Just in time for the holi ­
days. It makes a wonderful stocking 
stuff e r. 

More Work For The Wicke d 

It se ms that way som .tim s. Thi 

111011th we are going to he working on 
the December newsletter, and prepar­
ing fo r tl1e January debut issue of our 
new magazi ne. faking the newslette r 
into a magazine will entail more work 
on the graphics end than we have pre­
viously had to do. In the new letter 
format it was enough to layout the 
t xt of ea ·h column or artide. In a 
magazin you have to add some bells 
and whistles in the form of photos and 
graphics. 

\\'e' r s nding all of the columnists 
(ok, we' re asking them) to get a fresh 
new photo and we' re creating a whole 
new look for the magazine format. 
Like any new look, it may take some 
primping and a little extra makeup 
he re and there. Wh n it hits the 
newsstands we' re hoping it makes a 
big splash and provides the much­
needed monthly magazine for the TC 

community. \\ 'hen you get our copy 
(in its discreet brown envelope) please 
look it over and let 1s know how you 
like it. 

Transgenclcr ommunity ew wi ll 
lie out there to let the D who thinks 
he's the only guy in town who wants 
to wear women's' clothes. and the TS 
who needs r sources and support, 
know about the entire comm mity 
that is available to assist them. Many 
of you, our current read rs have 
already been there. done that. If you 
think we should add something or 
modi~v something abou t the n w 
magazine, don't b afraid to share 
your comments with us. 

That does it for another month. As 
always, don't tak any wooden wig , 
and we'll see you npxt montl1. 

Ruby Rims & Friends Perform for Teddycare 
by Bahs and Carn! 

For the second year in a row. a 
remarkable drag queen. Ruby Ri ms, 
normally the weekend ho t at The 
Oak Restaurant and piano bar on 
.rove treet. a semblec.l a stellar ·ast 

of the hottest cabaret p rforme rs, not 
only in town but across the ocean. to 
donate the ir talent for Tedclycare, the 
Christmas Tee.Id • Bear Drive for 
Hospitalized hildren. [,or 4 nights in 
December ( ight performances) she 
has moved her act a coup I of blocks 
away to the upstairs Cabaret room at 
Eighty Eights piano bar in th West 
\ ill, ge. Because of he r deed, ew 

York Cit TV hannel l named her 
.. ew York r of th Month ." Like a 
great dessert, one saves the best for 
last, and the fina l show has most of 
the be t pe rformers, and the most 
drag pe rformers! 

Ruby, whose AIDS yrnptoms haYe 
been in remission is pe rsonally ve1y 
humble in direct contrast to her per­
forming style. and at the Teddycare 
show she sings a powerfu l rendition of 
what has become hf' r si nature song, 
"This Is the om nt," from the 
Broadway mu ical, J kyll and Hyde. 
Last year many of the local drag per­
form rs and f male il lu ionists of New 

Mon.-Thur.-Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 • Tues.-Wed.-Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30 S LMA BLAKER 

215-788-2857 

York appeared in the show. After that 
show. the performers were downstairs 
in the main room meeting and greet­
ing ach other as well as the gues ts. 
Besides our frien d Ruby, w found 
that hades Busch and Julie " ilson 
\\·e re e pecially warm to us and gen­
uinely interested in transgendered 
people. 

Most pe rformances last year fr·a ­
tured different en te rtainers , primarily 
because of a ailability and per onal 
schedu ling, so each sho\\' is unique 
and different. Be ·ause of th ir respect 

contittued 011 page 23 

609-428-8448 

Wig Service Shop 
Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 

and Hard to Fit Sizes 
Private Fitt ing If Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 
Nei l & Cheryl Gervon 

308 Mill Street 
Bristol, PA 19007 
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Specializing in the Sales and Service 
of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 
1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill , NJ 08034 

Hours 11 AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 
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Hate Crimes Bill ... 
islators s med uncomfortable with 
just hearing the word ' trnnsgender. • 
This tim . aro ind they publidy ·ham­
pionecl on our behalf." Kolakowski 
attribu tes the bill's passage to the 
work of a coalition of pubUc safety 
advocates. hatf' crimes expe1ts, and 
lf'sbian, gay. bisexual and transgender 
community organjzations, but gave 

Kuf' hl and other gay and kshian 
kaders the bulk of tlw crP.dit for the 
<:hanging att itudes. "Most of that 
transformation was due to th leader­
ship of Sheila Kuehl , h r marvC'lous 
staff, and the support of gay and les­
bian groups su ·h as the now-defu n<:t 
LIFE Lobby, Community United 
Against Violence (CUAV) out of San 
I• ran<:isco and the Lambda LPtte rs 
Project of Sa<:ramento." 

AB 1999 rP<:Pivecl widP bipartisan 

Transsexuals in Prison 
By Jessica Maria -
The re is no doubt that transsexual­

ism is a very serious condition. It is a 
problem that can make frie nds and 
families abandon or forsake their 
loved ones. It causes discrimination in 
the work place. We get harassed by 
most of society and often e nough, 
sa(lly, beaten or murd red ... simply 
because of what we are. 

And, sometimes those of us who 
can't handle the problems this contli­
tion brings. psychologically or emo­
tionally. commit suicide . There is 
grea t pain and an abu ndance of 
tragedy in the wake of transsexual ism. 
But. what most people in our society 
fai l to realize is that there are some of 
11s, also transsexual, who have it for 
worse. Surely, those of us who suffe r 
the most are the transsexuals who ar 
in prison . 

I mn a transsexual and I am in 
prison. However, thi s article is not 
about me. I am merely the voice, 
speaking out on behalf of all of my 
fe llow brothe rs and sisters who are 
both transsexual , and in prison. The 
suffe ring is horrible and must be 
stopped, but before anything can be 
done, people outside these cold walls 
need to know the extent of he problem. 

To begin with , the biggest problem 
transsexuals foe when they come to 
prison is the very real threat of assault 
and rape. ome transsexuals are 
young and frail and they would be at 
great risk in a prison popu lation. 
Mos t, however, aren't nee ssarily li ttle 
gi rls in appearance, but simply 

women . \Ve all know to what lengths 
we wil l go to create that passable 
image or femin ini ty. 

\\ 'e fee l we ARE women. and wish 
to pr sent ourselves so others can see 
the image of o 1rselves as we see it in 
our own minds. This need is so thor­
oughly embeddr d in our lives that 
the re is little that will make us stop, 
regardless of the risk. \ \'p know that 
by going to work crossdressf'd W<' wi ll 
be fired yet wil l st ill go in , trying to 
look our ve1y best .. . as tlw gender we 
iclf'ntify with. AllCl of coursf' almost all 
tlt e time we get fired . \\ e ll darl ings , 
in p rison we " ·i ll not br mere ly or 
shunned or cast out of the group we 
call our peers. Prison will ki ll you . 
plain and simple. 

The best way to sun~ v<' in a prison 
is anonym ity. A male who presents 
him self as a female in a men's prison 
is by 11 0 mean anonymous. You cou ld­
n't be more noticed if you had clipped 
your en tire body in Dayglo yellow 
paint. And considering that the major­
ity of prisone rs have been locked away 
for a number of years and cl nied 
access to sexual activity with females, 
they will come to yo u for sexual 
release, and not all will ask politely. I 
apologize fo r the profanity but the re 
is a saying often heard in this environ­
ment: "Blood on my kni~ or shit on 
my dick." And in thi s environment, It 
isn 't hard to fi gure out th m aning. 

There is little recourse for a prob­
lem like th is. The majority of guards 
and prison staff see us the same as 
most p risoners see us; as homosexuals 
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suppo1t throughout thP lPgisla ivC' 
process. partly due to the f'arly 
{-'tldorsf'mPnt of tlw bill by Attorney 
General Dan Lungren, the GOP can­
d idate for govprnor. 

For addi tional information about 
tlw bi ll , contact SPnior Consu ltant 
Je nnife r Ri chard at Assemblywoman 
Shei la Ku hl's office, (916) 319-2041. 

who want sex. They think that we are 
men who dress and Live as wolll en 
simply because we are gay and want 
to look sexually npp aling to other 
111e1 1. Thus, in prison, p resenting your­
self as a female is taken as an invita­
tion for sex. Tryi ng to f'xplain gender 
dysphoria to a six foot , 2.50 pound 

anderthnl who is in prison for mur­
df'r is sil ly, to say the least. 

If you have problems. you could 
bring it to the at te ntion of the prison 
gua rds or other staff but his will often 
gil'e you the labe l "snitch'' or rat. and 
these are mostly one of the lowest 
forms of prison life. It is like betraying 
you r own kind. ThC' rul e is, simply. 
nel'er tell on ano ther inmate or yo u 
wi ll be in (Ure trouble . One can also 
request to he placed in a protectiH' 
unit but this doesn 't offe r much more 
safety than in the prison's gf'ne ral 
pop11lution. You ar . sti ll exposed to 
the same risks, only on a slightly 
smaller scale. 

Another serious problem for trans­
sexual prisoners is medical treatment. 
\\ e have several medical n eds rang­
ing from hormonal therapy to elec­
trolysis, psychotherapy to actual sex 
reassignment surgery. In ou r co mmu ­
nity we have often been aced with 
certain obstacles. UnknowlPclgeable 
or indiffe rent medical practitioners. 
and in certain respects. even the 
Standards of Care have heen an 
obstacle in obtaining treatment. 

However, this is nothing com parf'cl 

co11lim,ed 011 page 11 
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This has been quite a year in poli ­
tic: . The linton-Lewinsky story 
broke in earl Januai and now in mid 
October, we have impeac:hn1f'nt hear­
ings pending. In be tween , we spent 
those ten months speculating about 
the scandal and listening to partisans 
on hoth ides e ithe r cond mning or 
defending the President. 

\\"he n 1 wasn't watching the e nd­
less talking-heads shows covering 
eve1y1 breaking development or non­
development in the story, I was occa­
sionally tuning into some shows that 
looked back at othe r major (•vents in 
th hi sto1y of the past thirty years or 
so. There was an excell nt do ·umen­
ta1y about the Cold \ Var; n ve1y ente r­
taining T\ movie about th . relation­
ship of ixon and Kissinger, the 
release of som of President Johnson ·s 
tap d conversations during the 
\ ie tnam conflict a documentary 
about the Iran- ontrn affair; and 
another on about the Gulf \\'ar. 
Tho e we re interesting times, domi­
nated by int resting men with real 
political concerns , intrigues, and strat-

gy played out on a grand seal . 
I can't h Ip but wonde r if the 

Lewinsky-gate saga would have gott n 
any of th attention from ou r elected 
leaders if we had had any real sub­
stantive national i sues on the plate as 
we did as rt>ce ntly as seven years ago. 
The economy's solid and our national 
deficit is now a surplus, nobody really 
wants to deal with th mess in the 
Balkans, and we have no over-riding 
concerns a we did during the old 
War. Other than the annual budget 
squabble (which is akin to two adoles­
cents wanting to take tl1Pir ball and go 
home with it), we havr almost no 

national concC' l'IIS lo gC't nr('d np 
abont. So we glommed onto a sex 
scandal - wl,ich even most of the cit­
izenry dorsn't give a damn about , 
otlier that1 as wa ter cooler gossip111ot1 -
gC' ring. Looked at in that li ght, yo u 
could say that Cl inton is a victim of 
hi s own success. 

DIEGO 
Tlie Rc:fln:lions newsle tte r pub­

lished by the eu tral Corner group in 
San Diego, California had a cover 
sto1y writtf' n by Caroline Joy lllll 
titled "Transgender Tragedy Claims 
Two ouls" Oil its July issue. The arti­
cle d ta il t>d the murdC'r of a gend r 
th rapist. Rita Pow rs. hy on of h r 
transsexual clif'nts namf' I Juli a 
Morgat1. 

Juli a Morgan was a twenty-sevPn 
year old tr,rnsst>xtial in trat1sition , hop­
ing tog t her th rapist's approval for 
sex r ass ignment s 1rge1y The thera­
p ist, Is. l)owers, apparently did not 
believe that Julia was ready fo r that 
step. raced with th is obstacle, Julia 
shot and kill cl Rita Pow · rs and then 
urned th · gun on herself. Carolit1e 

11111 wa a fri et1d of both Julia and 
Rita and wrot a sympathetic account 
of how Julia turned to this violent 
encl. The subtitle of h r article was 
"Ri ta and Julia we r Victims of an 
Out-of-Control Standards of Care." 

As reported he re and els where in 
transgender lit rature, the Benjamin 
Standards of are has recently taken a 
harder stance towards approval of 
SRS. The expans ion of the real life 
test is the most controversial aspect of 
the new standards. And it is thi s topic 
and the 11ecessa1y de lay be fore SRS 
that pushed Julia Morgan to take her 
therapist's life. 
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ThC' liriC' f dC'tail s aho11t .J11 lia that 
wcrC' providC'cl in thC' story n,akf's tli<' 
lhC'rapisfs insist<'lll'<' on n f'u ll HLT 
before- approving S HS Sf'<'III 111ore 
than 11t1d<'rsta11dablc•. [ulia was a fos­
tC> r ch ild "'ithout a s<iid fanlily sl ni ·­
t·urc•. sh<' was sl1y and fo11 11d it hard to 
make l'ric0 11ds. Julia was storing hN 
dothC's in a l'riC'ncl 's house' be ·n11sc hC'r 
rnoinnrntcs did not 1u1<lr rstaml lw r 
transsexuality. 

ThC> au thor of' thr piece. Caroline 
11111- pe rh·1ps because she was 1wr­
sonally acquainted with Julia. saw 
sorn eon who needed to transition in 
order to actualize herse lf. But as an 
outsidN reading objt>ctivc- facts it is 
easy to sympathize with the therapist 
who probably saw a pe rson who need­
ed to come to te rms with he rst> lf' 
before jumping into a new gende r 
role that she was t>mharrassed abou t 
in front of her own fri ends. 

A few year ago here in the 
Phi lad<"lphia area we witnessed a trag­
ic double murder and shootout in\'olv­
ing a transsexual who later claimed 
that she should not ha\'e been allowed 
to unde rgo SRS brcause she wasn ·t 
able to hancll it. So these things can 
cut both ways. Very littl was writtf'n 
in the TG community literatu re about 
the TC who murdered ou t of regret 
fo r thr change. But I have a fee ling, 
given the tone of this Neutral Con1er 
article, that "'e will hear much morf' 
about th TS who murd red b cause 
sh , was not allowe I to have SRS on 
her own tr n ns. 

I have seen some articles criticizing 
the Benjamin Standards because they 
stand in the way of peoplt> doing what 
th ry wan t to do, equating SRS with 
simply another form of elective 
surge1y. ow, without actually con­
doning this murde r, the standards are 
bei11g accusell of causing it. If that 
becomes the rallying cry of th trans­
sexual commu nity, it could be anotht>r 
tragedy that grows out of this most 
unfortunate incident. 

I THIS AGE OF 
FITNESS ... WE'RE GETII G 
FATTER 

The Philodelphia Inc111irer supple­
ment magazine of October 11 carri ('cl 
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an artic:le by Clare Fleishman titled, 
"They' re Gaining on Us." Th article 
d alt with the national trend towards 
obesity in ehildren and teens . s. 
Fleishman writes "Twice as many kids 
are ove rweight as 20 years ago." 

l found the art icl e and its statistics 
somewhat surprising given the nation­
al interest in fihi ess and th amount 
of money spent on athletic gear. Yet, 
the truth is that "every other one of us 
(adults) weighs too much, and the 
kids ar n·t trailing by much. early 
one in three [children are over­
weight." To dri e the point home, she 
quotes a Tulane Univ rsity study that 
reported a 100 percent increase of 
overweight children in a generation's 
time. "If twice as many kids wer 
lighting up cigarettes or downing 
liq tor, the nation would be on alert." 

And there is an 80 perc nt lik Ii ­
hood that overweight children will 
carry the ir extra pounds into adult­
hood if thNe is at least one over­
weight par nt in the household. The 
reasons for this incr ase in child obe­
sity are almost too obvious: the surfeit 
of junk food snacks and fast food 
restaurants combined with an increase 
in sedentary forms of ente rtainment, 
such as television viewing and elec­
tronic or comput r gamt"s. Latchkey 
kids in two-parent-working house­
holds are often instructed to stay 
indoors because th y are un up r­
visecl outside the house. ven when 
the kids participate in sports nowa­
day , parents drive them to and fro so 
that th<' only time spent exercising is 
at the game itsel f, whil th child is 
aetually on the fi eld. 

In a country that has never had a 
shortag of food. the USDA found 
that only 1 pe rcent of chi! lren had a 
die t that m t all seven suggested 
n 1tritional guidelin s. " 'or n arly half 
[of nll child ren 1, the diet met none or 
only one: · oda consumption by 
teenage bo_ s is three times what it 
was 20 y ars ago. Tiu <' fourths of the 
su1vey sub_jects ate one vegetnble a 
day -"a white potato, in the guise of 
French fri es or chips." On interest­
ing anthropological insight into obesi­
ty was thi s: Modern man does not 

have to burn calories hunting or for­
aging for food , but our systems are 
sti ll te lling us to gorge ourselves at 
any opportunity lest we not be able to 
find sustenance later. Once fat cells 
€'s tablish themselves they do things 
that make it more and more difficult 
to lose the weight. 

Although the article was slanted to 
ehild obesity, it is obvious that the 
same problems are at work for adults 
who always had higher levels of obesi­
ty than chi ldren. And as crossdressers 
we know that weight problems are a 
major reason for not fee ling good 
about how w look and fe I. 

Ironically, in the same issue of the 
Inquirer magazine supplement, th y 
had a piece about athletic fashions fo r 
triathletes. In a nation growing obese 
children at a doubling clip, you can 
now tune into ESP and watch 
triathl tes running, cycl ing, and swim­
ming fo r hours. You would think that 
a nation so interested in sports and 
sporting fashions would be fitter than 
ever before in our history. But the sta­
tistics mentioned above prove otlwr­
wise. \\'hich just goes to show that 
many of tht' people \.vl10 have made 

ike one of the biggest compani .s in 
America are no more "athletes" than 
we are ... worn .n. 

EW CHOPS FOR THE POPS 
On my way back and forth to my 

crossclressing nightspots , J'v been lis­
tening to a tape I made of two 
Mothers of Inven tion albums, "Live at 
the Fillmore East" and "Just Another 
Band from LA." Both performances 
were recorded live in the summer of 
1971, one at the Fillmore East in New 
York City, and the othe r at UCLA's 
Pauley Pavilion in Los Angeles. 

I've written before about my admi­
ration for the music of the late Frank 
Zappa, the mastermind behind the 
Mothers in all th ir many lineups. 
This particular set of Mothers of 
Inv ntion included vocalists Howard 
Kaylan and Mark Volman, previously 
of the pop group The Turtles. What 
mak these two albums so interesting 
is that they are made up largely of 
long story songs about rock stars and 
groupies (Fillmore East) and a satiri -
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cal allegory about draft evasion and 
government agents (Just Another 
Band ... ). Actually, listening to them 
today, one is re minded how dated is 
the scandalous behavior of roek and 
roll groupies, ancl for that matte r, 
draft evasion in the late stages of the 
Vietnam years. So you have to he old 
enough to remember those things and 
regrettably. . .I am old enough. 

You may not know much about the 
Turtl l:'s although you probably know 
their two largest hits, "Happy 
Together" and " leanor." It was quin­
tessential AM radio pop music from 
the sixties. But the sweet-voiced pop 
stylings of Kaylan and Volman were 
transformed into wildly funny. expres­
sive musical theatf'r in the Zappa 
years. In these live performances, 
they never really take a break from 
vocalizing on songs that run for an 
entire album side. It's sort of a tour de 
force, really. And the songs were 
designed to use their voices like 
instruments as they provided the 
musical narrati ve fo r Zappa's strange 
and inventive style. 

In fact, the payoff of the "Cro11pie'· 
suite on the Fillmorf' album comes 
when they break into a rocking rendi ­
tion of their old platinum "Happy 
Together. " This lineup also appf'ared 
in Zappa·s psychedelic rock movie 200 
Motels where they provf'd themselves 
to be pretty good comic actors as well 
as singers. Because of onf' of thos 
weird contractual things, they were 
sometimes hilled as Flo and Edrli l:' 
sine the ir own names werf' under 
contra t to another record company. 

Of course, nothing about the fore­
going r ally has anything to do with 
crossdr ssing, although Mark Vol man 
did wear a brassiere in one scene 
from 200 Motels during the "Penis 
Dimension" processional march. But 
without stretching a point too fa r, 
their work on th e Zappa albums is 
all about transforming themselves 
from pop stars to the ve1y weir<lf's t 
form of "far ouf' rock icons. That"s 
one of the reasons I became interest-
.d in them when I heard thes 

albums for the first time. The 

continued on page 14 



Revisiting Passing 
This article harks back to one pub­

lished in Augustl998 It was tit! cl 
"Past Passing" and eng nder d (no 
pun intended) more feedback than 
any oth r ar icl I have writt n. 
Rather than g t into issu s of "right" 
and "wrong," I'd rnth r describ the 
responses I received and try and 
und rstand what might have motivat­
ed such intense feelings. 

To refr sh you, the article dealt 
with the issue of a transsexual seeking 
SRS despite b ing unable to pass su ·­
cessfully. One rei cler chal lenged me 
on my definition of pa sing. "It de­
pends where and with whom passing 
i attempted. I can pass in Kansas 

ity but not in an Francisco. This is 
the hardest city to pass in. P ople are 
looking to spot TSs and make no 
bones about announcing 'a hit.' I also 
eern to pass adequately in impersonal 

situations- making pur ha , tc. , but 
not under crutiny-a job int tvi w." 

Sandra Brewer's r spond c1 in 
ETV 's Channel writing, " ... surg ry 
can bring only mi ery when he is 
unaccepted by a society turned off by 

IFGE ... 
As part of this v nt, Alison Laing 

and S. Kristin James are adding two 
special ~ atures. The convention will 
include a TC Heal th & W llness 
Conference. Ms. James stated that, " 
To be a happy TC, you need to 
understand what you need to do to 
stay health ." Also, Alison and Kristine 
are trying to r institute the ongress 
of Transgender Organizations by invit­
ing repre entatives from all state and 
local TC organizations to paiticipate 
in such a gathering at a minimum fe . 

the sight of a man in a dress. If such a 
per on was suicidal before surg .1y, 
he"ll probably be even more so after 
the surgery." 

Another r a<ler wrote that self-con­
fi<lenc is all a person needs to suc­
ceed in the world. everal felt that 
being an "out" transsexual was good 

nough and mad passing irrelevant. 
One person said she'd prt"fer to pass 
but she ne t" Is to Ii as a woman. 

The variety of re pons suggest 
that while trnuspeople have a lot in 
common, the neNVdesire to pass is 
not one of them. \\'bile no one com­
municatpd thP prc-fC'rPn ·e to be "ou t'" 
even 'though she can pas , it wouldn't 
surprise me if she, too is out the re. 

I think the intensity of feeling 
around this issue may mirror a human 
need to assign status to people in a 
class or group of individuals. I have 
be n struck by the dustering of t-peo­
pl bas cl on th lev I of passibility 
they have achi ve I. The unpassabl s 
are som tim s scorn cl and frequently 
excluded from public ocial events, 
probably becaus they are seen as 

Since all work and no play makes for a 
dry confer nee, BGB is planning to 
host several entertaining evening 
events and tours of local attractions. 

The seminars and speeches will 
feature well-kn°"vn professional gen­
der specialists, some of whom hav 
not previously been presenters at 
other national TC events . 

Watch the World \Vid Web for 
more details including hotel and regis­
tration data at <http://www.ifge.org> 
aud 
<http://w\vw.transgenderorg/tg/bgb/> 
or write or call: IFGE Convention, 
P.O. Box 61 , Easton , PA l 8044 (610-
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likc·ly to expose their sisters. Thl' 
almost-passables treat their evPn lPss 
fortunate sistPr similarly. \\'ith the 
help of the medico/psychiatric com­
munity thi s elitism has become insti­
tutionalized and a rationale forn ulat­
ecl to justify the withholding of hor­
monal therapy and surgeiy from 
trnnssexual men and women. 

onsider anoth r paradigm. Might 
it b!" reasonabl that each transsexual 
individual, taking into consid ration 
hero, n attributes, goals, support sys-
t m, etc. , formulate her objectives 
with regard to passing. As she pro-
gr sses through transition these may 
b modifi d in a more or less ambi­
tious direction so that by the time sh 
has completed a year of cross- living 
and six month of psychoth rapy (a 
recommended by HBI DA's 
Standards of are) she can make an 
in formed decision about elPcting RS. 
ff. in spite of an experienced inabi lity 
to pass, slw sti ll wants to live as a 
woman, with th benefits of SHS, bar­
ring mental illnl"ss, I think that is her 
personal ·hoice. 

If ('Ver thcrl" was an opportunity tu 
support one another rath r than splin­
te r and factionalize, it is around the 
issue of passing. Th nukes of nature 
ought not determine whether an incli­
vid unl realizes her life·s dream. 

Dr. Anderson is located at 1 37 
' ranklin St, Suite 104, San Frnncisco, 

CA 94109, 415-776-0139. 

7.59-2347) 
For local information, contact: 

BGB PO Box 20173, Louisville , Ky. 
402,50 (502-672- 613) paa r 

If you are int r steel in pr senting 
a seminar, please forwar<l your ques­
tions to Marjorie Demaille at 
<efcluhrl@pop.uky.edu> or the 8GB 
mailina acklress. 
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TS's in Prison ... 
to the often outright denial o f all 
aspP<:ts of nwdical ITeatnwnt for our 
transsPxtmlism when Wf' come to 
pri. 0 11. In New York State prisons 
there is a \\Titten policy that states 
basica lly if a prisoner wa receiving 
horn1onal the rap prior to incarce ra­
tion lwy wi ll he given a minimal , or 
'maintC' nanc(' ' leve l of a similar hor­
monal rC'gimC' n. but onl if they can 
also prov that th y w re taking it 
prior to incarce ration. 

This rule completelv denies anv 
other t:'·l">e of m dical treatment f~r 
gende r dysphoria and simultaneously 
denies all treatment to those who 
have had nothing, or those who have 
had hormones hut cannot prove it. 
The r mainde r will have to fight the 
prison for treatment. In fact, even 
those ,,·ho have had hormones before 
prison and can prove it are also often 
df'nied treatment. The prison systen 
is that bad. believe 111 ('. 

In o rdC'r to fi ght for treatnwnt the 
first step is to complai n "denial of 
neces ary medical treatment'· in -
ho 1se. mf'a ning you have to take it up 
with the ml:'di ·al provider's supf' rior 
fi rst . If you are still denied. which you 
\\'ill be. you will be required to 
"exhaust administrative remeclie .. 
bf'fore you ·an proc cl any f 11-ther. 
In New York State then· is what is 
cal l cl the Prison Grievance Program , 
which is for !waring general com­
plaints of and by pri oners. I f your 
gri evance is de nied you ha e to appeal 
to the "superin tendent" or prison war­
den and, if clenif'd again , you hav to 
appC'al to the main office that hear 

rievances in the state capi tal, Albany. 
\\ 'ithout exhausting the e "reme­

die " no cou rt of law will hea r your 
case. They wi ll deny and dismiss it 
basf'll on that reason alone. o, for 
procedure , that is how it's done. If you 
arf' denied all of th s remedies and 
forcf'd to take our complaint to civil 
cou1t, it is ve1y hard to win. There ar 
sev ral things ou have to E rove to the 
court before they will grant what you 
want or need. Among th m, you hav 

to prove' that 011 arC' inclC'C'd a trans­
sexual, and that it is a rPcognized 
"s rious medical disor<l r. " You have 
to prove that the treatment you Sf'ek 
is appropriate, and is considered a 
medical necessity, and that he re is no 
other type of minimal treatme nt that 
would be an adequate alternative to 
the treatment you seek. 

Plus you have to prove that the 
treatment won't hav a major effect 
on th , s curity of the prison. For 
example, if you rec iv ~ male hor­
mones, most men wil l grow br ast ti -
su . Most prisons perceivf' a male 
who lives as a woman as a risk to the 
s .curity and g n ral ·ontrol and good 
or ler of a men's prison. Similarly, a 
male with averag to large br asts 
would be so much more at risk 
be ·aus of th imag it creates and 
th thr at of assault and rape. Th 
court could deny your entire civil case 
simply based on that. 

Anoth r proble m i certain forms 
of medical treatment that are con icl­
ered cosmetic, li ke breast implants. 
You would have to provf' that, at least 
in your individual case, the lack of 
breast ti u i a serious medical 
prob! m for you and that other than 
implants, there is no treatment that 
will givf' you breast growth , and 
implants are a medical necessity for 
you. Then the re is the i sue of gener, I 
di c1irnination and harassment. We. as 
tran sexual , uffi r this wh r v r w 
go or whatev r w do. In prison, it is 
ten tim s worse. You will discriminat­
ed against in prison programs or jobs, 
events and special occasions by prison 
staff or organizations, ven certain <lay 
to clay activities lik r creat ion or 
m als. It is not impossible for a pris­
on r to be "forgotten" and left in his 
cell when chow was era ·ked out, sim­
ply becau th guard who was sup­
po e I to op n the cells for the mess 
hall was homophobic or simply didn 't 
like that particular prisone r. 

And there ar always both guards 
mid pri oners who sa whatever they 
C el like saying. no matt r how of~ n­
sive or emotionally painful. You hav 
to expe ri en it in order to know the 
feeling of si tting with your fami ly dur-
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ing n "visi t '" and havi11g a guard or 
another prisone r saying profa1w and 
abush P things about you loudly and 
d ear e nough for evc1y hody to hear. 

In short there is a tremendous 
amount of pain and suffering for a 
transsewal in prison and very little 
com fort or safety. Afte r spending a 
short yea r in prison, most transsexuals 
will have forgotten what it means to 
actually be happy. The need to bf' 
comfortable and feel safe is so strong 
that happiness is all but forgotten. 
And a year is indeed qui te sl ort. In 
rny case, I have almost ten years 
already in , with sti ll anoth r 28 years 
to do. I admit that is a lot, and many 
other transsexuals in pri on have !es 
tim . than I. 

However, there are some with even 
larger sentences, \Vhatever the case, 
as the prison system is across the 
countiy right now ·with little change to 
look forward to , even one day in 
prison is far too long for n trans exual. 
I agr e with the system as far as pun­
ishment. If you commit a crime, you 
should definite! do the time. When 
you break the law yo u should pay. 
However, the syst m was originally 
designed to punish a p rson propor­
tionate to the crim they comm itted. 
You can't sentence a person to 25 to 
!if e for stealing a radio from Sear . 

Similarly, you can ·t sentence some­
one to yea rs .in a max.in um ecurity 
fo r murd r. In cl signing the p nal 
s stem to mete out punishments to 
convicted criminals, the courts decicl­
ed that it was appropriate to consider 
the amount of punishment suitable 
for the crime. They also consider not 
only lengths of sentences, but types of 
prisons, be it maximum ecuri ty or 
minimum , or even work and tempo­
rary release programs and parole, In 
so doing they lightly consider the 
kinds of suffering that would be found 
in certain prisons. 

But JGHTLY. And the looked at 
this as if every convicted crim inal , 
r ,gardless of their c1ime was the 
same. Unfortunately they are not. It is 
outright wrong, and quite immoral to 

continued 011 page 15 
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uzz 
JoAnn Roberts - CyberQueen 

" ) 'i 111 hegin savillf?. the world by savinf?_ 
one person at a ti111e; all else is grandiose 

romanticism or politics." 
-Unknown 

The mo t curious thing happened. The 
Arts & Ente11aimnent (A&E) cabl 
channel produced an h ur-long 
Investigative Report titled the 
Transgender Revolution. Th piece was 
suppose l to clocum nt the ri ing trans­
gender civil rights movs m nt. Prior to 
airing, there was a tr m ndo 1s amount of 
hyp about the show. The w ek befor 
the air date, I receiv cl , t least on mail 
message a day urgn g me to watch th 
show. Okay, so I watched the show and ... 
Nothing. There hasn't been a single word 
about the show on th net or in any of sev-

ral X1) ctecl venues. "hat happ n d? 
W II, here's my take. IR l ost Bill Kurtis 
did an excellent job of pr s nling trans­
g nd r issues in an non-s nsational, non­
prejudicial mann r. The show covered 
both h·ansgender cl and h1U1ssexual peo­
ple, including s veral FtMs. I thou ht the 
section f eaturi.ng TOPS (Transgendered 
Officers Protect & rve) fow1der, Tony 
Ba1·etto- eto was outstanding. Also, the 
section featuring ancy angeroni was 
al o extr m ly well-don . ancy's sister is 
to b<> commended for xposing herself to 
criticism while coming out in support of 
her transgencler cl sibling. Overall , the 
how was very w<> ll done as far as it w nt. 

And that is my main criticism; it didn't go 
far enough. Th re , er no 
transvestite/crossdre.ssers shown as part of 
the tg rights movement. That alone was a 
major tacti al rror on the part of th , 
activists involved in the preparation of the 
special. event! very prominent c.-ommu­
ni ty activists were conspicuous by their 
abs nee. Th y weren't m ntionecl by the 
activists on screen lea ling one to believe 
those on screen may have started the 
movement, which is not the case. Ah well, 
those who led the way did so becau it 
was the right thing to do: not because they 
expected any gl01y. 

._,._,.,,,_, 

ast month I mention d that Parents, 
Families and Friends of Gays and 
Le bians (PFLAG) voted over- whelm­
i.ngly to i.n lude transgender cl people in 
the groups mission stat ment. h r ar 
ome follow-up cl tai l - P ' LA C's B -

laws now reacl: "The pwpose of this 
011)()ration shall be: To promote the 

health and well-being of gay, lesbian , 
bisexual and transgendered persons ... " 
A special interest group within the organi­
zation, The Transgender Special 
Outreach etwork (TSO ), was direct­
ly r span ibl for the trans-inclusion 
statement. 1 twork m rnb rs met s ver­
al years ago at a PFLAG confe rence. 

etwork Chair Mary Boenk aid th 
group looks forward to helping PFLAG 
m mb rs work toward providing the 
same kind of critical suppart on behalf of 
h·ans-people that they have always provid­
ed for lesbian, gay and bisexual people. 
"We' re pleased and excited. We've 
been working for this trans-inclusion 
r solution for 3 years. It's a benchmark 
of a long proc ss that has just b gun. 
\\ e pass cl th law; now the work of 
education begins." 

~.,,..., 
Ifs wrofficial, but th r ,,vill b a c.-onv n­
tion put on by th International 
Foundation for Gender Education 
(IFGE) de pit postings on the Internet 
to the contrary. \\'hi.le meeting at 
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Southern Comfort 98, the lrGE 
Board of Directors rPsponded to many 
communjty members urging th m not to 
abandon the annual conferen ·e. As a 
result, the board has allowed BoD mem­
b rs, AJison L'ling and S. Kristine 
James to take full fmancial and opera­
tional r sponsibility for a c.-onfe rence to 
be held in Louisville, Kentucky on March 
17- 21, 1999. The Blue Grass Belles 
(Ky.). along \\ ·th the Tennessee Vais 
(Tenn.), IXE (lnd.). Crossp011 (Ohio). 
and local LB orgm1izations will act as 
local hosts. Th convention will indudt> a 
Transgender Health & Wellness 
confe1·ence and will try to r instate 
th Congress of Transgender 
Organizations. The Belles are plan­
ning to host seve ral ente rtaining 
ev ning vents as well , s sponsor sever­
al professional gender specialists who 
have not pre,~ously been presente rs at 
other national vents. For more infor­
mation write or caU: IF ,E onvention, 
P.O. Box 61, Easton, PA 1 044-006 L 
610-7.59-2347. The IFGE web site , as 
of October I.5th, still listed th confe r­
ence as cancelled. 

The IFGE-VP Award c.-ontroversy con­
tir1Ues. Joan Goodnight of the Powder 
Puffs of California (PPOC) nominated 
both Linda mid Cynthia Phillip for an 
I O G • Trinity Award as well as the 
Virginia Prince Lifetime 
Achievement Award. First, GoocL1ight 
was asked to reconsider the nomination 
for the VP award since the Phillips ha I 
not received a prior T1inity Award. s. 
Goodnight r fused to withdraw the nom­
ination. ubs qu ntly shes no"" been told 
the Phillips' are not eligible for th VP 
award. Th y say the VP award is m m1t 
for inclividuals only, and, since the Phillips 
ar a couple, they're automatically dis­
qualified from c-onsid ration. Ha! \\1hat 
crap. Nowhere does it state in the eligi­
bility requirements that this is an i.nclivicl­
ual award. This i th kind of arrogant 
b havior that gets p opl so riled up 
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ahout IFGE and rightly so. Here then is 
my sho1t list of people who will likely 
n('ver rC'ceiw a VP award from JF'GE: 
Joan Goodnigh t, Linda and Cynthia 
Phillips, Dallas De,my. Phyllis rrye, me. 

The recent murder of Matthew 
Shepard in \\ yoming b1ings shai1J focus 
on the issue of hate crim s. Ac·cording to 
one source in ew York city, since May at 
least foUJ; and possibly as many as seven, 
gay men and h·n.r1s-people have been 
killed in Greenwich Villag . Of the four 
confl ,rned to be bias murders, two of the 
fom peopl<> were trans-id nti.fied. Trans­
activists Rosalyn Blwnenste in and 
Carrie Davis of the Gender Identity 
Projed explained that some people in 
our community: " ... are particularly at risk 
because they are often homeless, ec-o­
nomically n;arginalized, and sometin es 
ex workers at a time when [ ew York 

City] is waging a 'quality of life' battle 
against sh·eet people." Other activists say 
the recent rise in hate c1im stems from 
theocratic, religious-right anti-gay 
rheto1ic. That seems to be the case for 
Sh pare! who was beaten and left to die 
tied to a fence because he was openly gay. 
\\'e all need to be vigilant and work for 
prott'cting ourselves from hate crimes. 
Don't think because you live in a big city 
like Chicago, Los Angeles, or ew York 
that it c1U1't hap[ en to you. 

The Millennium March on 
Washington (MMO\\ ) continues to cre­
ate prnbl ms for its propon nts. An ad 
was placed in the September 18th issue of 
the Washington Blade. The two page 
centerfold ad was signed by nearly 300 
inclividwJs, including many well-known 
GLB organizers, rutists and activists. The 
ad was placed by the Ad Hoc 
Committee for an Ope n Process, a 
group of veternn organi rs that formed 
in larch '98 in r pons to the "top­
down" proc ss of the Human Rights 
Campaign and the Universal 
Fe llowship of the Me tropolitan 
Community Church as they announced 

• plans for a March on Washington, DC in 
the year 2000. Members of the 
Committee for an Open Process i_nclucle 
mru1y of the central organizers of the 
th ree previous national marches on 

Washington. The ad text says in part: 
"They say it's a March on \ Vashington. \ \' 
say it's trampling on our movement.. .. \ Ve 
helieve in inclusion, respect for our 
diverse communities, justice and democ­
racy. And equality for all lesbian, gay, 
bis xual and trnnsgender people. But the 
Drst step toward equality shoukl always 
begin in our own c-ommuniti s .. .. when 
the Human Rights Campaign and the 
Metropolitru1 Community Church ini tiat­
ed their call for an v nt in th year 2000, 
there has been a disr gard for our move­
ment's history of grassroots mpower­
ment. Clos d door m tings. Back room 
dealings. Last-minute invitations after the 
tab! had long been set and the main 
c-ourse served ... This is about reclaiming 
the heart and soul of our fight for equali­
ty, justice, freedom. This is about power 
and how it is wielded, manipulated and 
abused. \ \ ho sits at the table and who 
decides how the table is set.. .. Claims to 
cliversity mean nothing if... no genuine 

ffo,t is mad to include th p rspe fa1es 
and leadership of lgbt's from different 
races, classes, s xualities and g nders. 
Help us organize community me tings, 
let the national organizations know what 
you tl1ink, \\'li te letters and c-olumns for 
the press, and join our Thursday, ov. 
12th meeting in Pittsburgh and attend our 
workshops at the Creating Change 
Conference. Contact us today and make 
your voice heard. To sign on send your 
name and address to: Leslie Cagan <lca­
gan@people-link.com>." I'm going to t1y 
ai1d get to Creating Change in Pittsburgh 
this year. If you are "~thin 6 hours drive 
time of Pittsburgh and reading this, I urg 
you to attend as well. 

I've heard from Dr. Stephen Whittle 
that the Third International Congress 
on Sex & Gende r (JCSG) was a smash­
ing success. As such, I'm looking forward 
to the Renaissance Transgende r 
Association hosting the Fourth Congress 
h re in Philadelphia in 2000. However, 
I've also been told that the Fifth imd Sixth 
Congresses are in the planning stages. 
The rifth Congress \ \~11 be held in 
Australia in 2001 and the Sixth will go 
back to Manch st r, England, in 
2002 . So, it looks like the ICSG will be 
an airnual event. 
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On to fashion news ... technology corn es to 
the r scue. Throw away your eyelash 
curler 'caus now your mascarn wi ll do 
the job instead. Aftf' r c-oating the tops of 
th lashes, they will curl thems Ives. 
Maybe not quite as much as with a 
mechanical curl r, but nough. I.JOreal 
was the first with Le Grand Curl, but by 
now all the lines ,.,~II have one. Try 
Maybelline's Wonde1-Curl. Most stores 
are having trouble ke ping these self­
curlers in stock. 

Everyone thought that Lase r Hair 
Removal was the ultimate answer in 
depilatories. As it turns out, it's not. It's 
pretty good, but not pem1anent by any 
means. ow comes word of another 
method using ... microwaves. ow, don't 
run off and shove your h ad in yo11r 
kitch n unit. Th new technique uses 
special waveguides to dir ct th energy to 
the hair. while the skin's surface is chi lled 
with a coolant to ke p from being 
scorched. In animal studies conducted 
by the Microwave Medical Corp. , in 
Scottsdal , Ariz. , hair fo llicles were 
nuked in 611 shot and no hair regrew 
after several mon ths. Large r tudies are 
required for Food and Drug 
Administration approval, but the tech­
nique looks very promising. 

Is the day of the "supermodel'' over? 
Could be. Several of the fashion mags 
have started using celebrity women on 
their covers rather than the supennodels 
we've gotten so used to. Marie Cla-ire for 
the last two months have used non-mod­
els on its covers. Th October issued fea­
tured Julianna Margtdies, while the 

ov mber issue features Sandra 
Bullock. Last month, Top Model maga­
zine, which featured only supennod Is, 
folded after just three years on the street. 
I've got the issu that featured CinJy 
Crawford, complete \\~th an untouch d 
photo of her face. Maybe it \\~II become a 
collectible now that the mag has died. 

So, those are my opinions, but, hey, what 
do I know? Comments? Write me care of 
this publication or send email to the 
- @cdspub.c-om>. 
© 1998 by Creative Design Services. 
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Vis A Vis ... 
Turtl s? Rf'a lly? 

Like almost anything Zappa 
rf'corded, yo can enjoy it on more 
than one level. If you v r h ar one of 
the albums on which they appear, yo u 
might \\'ant to keep in mind the 
th me of image transformrition. ow 
thafs something w can all identify 
with . 

OT CROSSI C WHEN YOU 
DRESS 

The Trave lers • xpr ss is a unique 
group located in Falls Creek. 
Pe nnsylvania, in the north central part 
of the state. The grand pooh bah of 

the group is D ef' - and she 
almost single-handedly writes th ir 
quarterly TE. eru.s Letter. l'vf' corre­
sponded with Dee about her uniqu 
approach to Dressing, which is how 
she prefe rs to ca ll what she does, 
rathe r than "cross·· dressing. Tb <.:on -

cept behind Dee's Trnvf•lers Exprf'ss is 
that DrE'ssi ng (wit!t a capital D) is not 
about swi td1Lng genders lrn t rather in 
expressing the single se lf of tlw per­
son involved. "Passing" is not a priori­
ty, in fo <.:t pursuing thP ability to pass 
is not something th y find worthwhile. 

r n the Fall 1998 issue of th ir 
11 wsl tter, D e outlines som(' o f the 
group's beliefs. She calls it the "T" 
gender concept but the "T' does not 
stand for transsexual or transgende rist 
but rathe r to Transcend. Trans­
genderists and transsexuals are look­
ing to cross over from one gender role 
to another, even if only temporarily in 
the case of crossdresse rs. The trnn­
scenchng Dresser is ris ing above the 
biological gender, or exceed ing th 
limits of that g n<ler in what he or sh 
do s. Dee's "transc mling" concept 
d raws on the dictionn1y definition of 
the verb "transcend" to explain what 
they are all about. 

One important consistency in their 
position is that a male Dresser 

rf'mai ns male even while dressNI as a 
woman. There is no transf e re nee of 
gender, it is all part of the individual 
no matter what the cloth ing may in<li­
catf'. In othC' r words , they don't think 
of tlwmselves as wome n when they 
tnny be d ressed as such. This is not to 
sa that they purposely act like typical 
men whi le dressecl. The transcenden­
cy of the thing includes carrying 
aspects of fe mininity along with the 
masculine'. 

WPll , I only hope I did justice in 
thi s short space to th concept Dee 
has developed so le ngthil in he r 
newsletter article. I f ef'I that I under­
stand it on somf' intuitivf' if'vf'I, hut 
trying to xplain i is rat he r diffi cu lt. 
rr you are inte rested in the idea, you 
can get their newslPtter fo r the pit­
tanc of $5 a yenr from Trm·ele r·s 
Express , POB 1.50, Falls Creek PA 
LS 40. 

QUICK-LIGHT 
ELIMINATES HAIR''' 

As seen on CNBC, Dateline, and 20/20 

Using a hand held device like a bar cod scann r, an int n light i hined 
at unwanted hair. This light releases a bur t of energy that destroys the hair 
follicle, shaft and root. As many as 100 hairs may be treated simultaneously. 
Just remember, in a few minutes we can effectively treat a large area that 
before would have taken an hour with many painful sessions. you should 
be hair free after just three or four treatm nts with a touch up e sion 
needed only after eighteen months. We are extremely excited about thi 
new technology . This is as permanent as it gets! Call the office and ask about 
our free consultation today. 

Now featuring Renaissance member, Sandra Lynn! 
Our newest Quick-Light Technician 

Yardley Aesthetics Center 
(215) 321-7100 

301 Oxford Valley Rd., Suite 102A 
Yardley, PA 19067 

HARVEY W. BROOKMA , M.D. 
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TS's in Prison ... 
plact> a f t> minine trans exual in the 
samt> prison as a man convit:tt>d of 
raping and killing a wo111a11. Tlt«:'re i a 
Vf'r)' strong possibi lity that the trans-
exual prisonN will be punish«:'d a 

great d t>al more than the sentencing 
cou,t had anticipated. \ \'orse, imagine 
that am tran s xual was in prison for 
steal ing a radio. Scary, but it happens 
so ofte n that it can be consid red 
com mon practice. 

It is an absolute nt>cess ity that 
changes be made in the place ment 
and ca re of transsexuals introduced to 
the prisons, stem. The re ar only a 
few ways to achieve thi s. The most 
important, and best suggestion is for 
each individual state to have one 
prison , mailer than the state's average 
prisons, and fill it with all of th pri -

oners that are transsexual , trangen­
dcred, e ffeminate homosexuals, or 
prisoners who appear somewhat femi­
nine and could be vulnerable in most 
general prison populations. 

A good policy would be to segre­
gate such a faci lity so that no othe r 
types of prisoners who would be likely 
to ause problem for this uniqu 
population could be allowed to trans­
fer from the general population pris­
ons to thi s one. Establish a system 
within th cou rts that, upon s nt nc­
ing, automatically sends that prisone r 
to the state's special facility if the sen­
tencing judge feels , or becomes aware 
that the person is a transsexual, or 
meets the crite tia or placement in 
that facility. 

As an additional sugg stion , there 
are an abundance of pri on guards 
and staff that also identify as transsex­
ual , homosexual, or havf' condition of 

PLEASE NOTE: 

a similar nature. Tltey, too, su f'f i> r 
harassmC'nt and discrimination by fe l­
low staff, and oftf'n e nough from pris­
oners under thC' ir carC'. Staff the 
t>ntire prison wi th those emplo ees 
and there would be little need for 
sen itivity trainjng among prison taff. 

There are plenty of aven 1es ope n 
for change, providing people arc will ­
ing to t1y. But nothing will ever gPt 
accompli h cl until people who can 
start the process come forward. And 
be fore people come forward, society 
needs to hear and unde rstand just 
what the problems are. I hop w,iting 
this article can be the first ste p in this 
process. 

F'or comme nts, please write to: 
lark __ _ linton 
. F'. P.O. B. 2001, Dannemora ew 

York 12929 A 

The contents of this newsletter are copyrighted. If you want to reprint an article you Sl'e here, please cont.let 
the editor for permission. Most likely, we'll say "Yes" hut you do have to ask us first. 

/1 
Transformed and transfixed! That's what you will be after visiting with 

Ms . Lynda at CDtips. We offer in-house transformations, personalized 

shopping, wardrobe selection and consultation, feminine 

comportment instruction, glamour makeup application, 

manicures , pedicures, full epilation, and more. 

Ms. Lynda is the premeire makeover artist in the 

greater Philadelphia area and works with JoAnn 

Roberts at her Paradise In The Poconos weekend. 

Call or email now for rates and information: 
CDtips@aol.com or 215-878-3383 

http://www.tgfmall.com/cdtp/cdtp.html 
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The Slot Queen 
by Joan 
Ed. oi-e: T he n11 i-hor is n genetic 

woman w ho, 11 11 til learn ing a close 

fri end '.s "secret," (mine) hod no expo­
sure to I m11sge11rler is. 11 es. H er open 

1ni11d (and a f ew Renaissance gather ­

ings) altered t he ou tco//Je o{!his sto ry 
frmn potentially pn in{t ,I to JJOsitively 

plensnn l . M. W 

That's how I refer to myse lf. I have 
a real love/hate r lationshi p with the 
casino. Like most peop le, I love it 
whe n I'm winn ing: but really hate it 
when I'm not - and most ti mes I 
hate it. But I'm still the Queen. These 
trips with my friend are usually good 
for laughs nt the very least. So late on 
a recent rainy, bori ng Friday night I 
allow cl my elf to be talked into mak­
ing a casino run. 

It was a slow night by casino stan­
dards and I had no trouble findi ng 
"the '" machine on an e mp ty aisle. As 
my fri end hurried off to make her for­
t me I picked out my machine, fed it 
$20 and proceeded to play. Several 
litt le "hits" la te r. a woman sat down at 
th machine right next to me. If you 
knew me , you would know that I find 
th is \·e1y irritat ing; all these e mpty 
machines and she has to sit next to 
m ! I knew she wa there, but l did­
n't acknowl edg<> hf' r The old "talking 
to strangers" mentali ty at its finest, 
p lus someone sitting right next to me 
is a major j inx. 

Howt"ver, Lady Luck sm iled on me 
and I hit the jackpot! As the bells and 
music.; started , my neighbor sai<l 
" ongratulations, Honey, that's a n ice 

win !" in a ve ry husky voice. Hrnmm , 
this <lefinitely warranted a clos t" r look. 
I turned, nncl faced her: impeccable 
make-up, drop dead outfi t, pe rf ctly 
coordi nated middle-aged woman, 
un lik mys If; ... you know ... broken 
nail , thrown together o 1tfit , wild hair 
from g tting caught in a rainstorm. 
Oh y ah, this works fo r m - I'm sit­
ting next to a decked out crossd r ss r 
while I look like something the 
prove rbial cat dragged in! 

I thanked h r graciously and from 
there we struck up a conversation. 
Sh introduced he rself and told m 
she was on vacation from Virginia. 
Love that southern drawl! I "knew" -
she knew I knew, but it didn't matte r. 
She told me she loved my sweate r I 
continued to play the slot machine, 
chatting away thinking that this was 
somewhat surreal. Here I am having a 
pleasant conversation with someon<" I 
don't know - and a crossdresser to 
boot! We chatted for a wh ile about 
he r vacation , type of work she did, 
clothes (well she did complirnf' nt me 
on my sweate r, afte r all). 

I realized it was ti me to bead for 
home since I could see my fr iend 
heading my way. \ Vhen she sat clown, 
I introduced the m and gave her the 
thu mbnail of who "she" was - nam . 
here from Vi rginia on vacation, etc. I 
cash cl out the machines and bid her 
good luck and happy vacation. 

As we madf' our way out of tllf' 
casino, l sensed what was coming 
from my friend. I was right. She said 
"You know, you do attract some diffe r­
ent people. I think that woman you 

rransvamo Publlcatlons, ltd 

we r yakki ng with was a MA !! !!" 
Since I was feeling rather enlight­
ened, I r pli d " o way, she just had 
on of those great, deep southern 
voic s." \t\ e ll anyway, my girlfriend 
did think that "she" had on a gr at 
pair of sandals and wanted me to go 
back and fi nd out wh r "she'" bought 
them. I didn't of course, but I sure 
would have loved a pair fo r myself. 

All the next day, I thought about 
this e ncounte r. A lot of things we nt 
through my mind: did she really want 
to talk to me, did [ make hf' r fet>l 
uncomfortable, offend her in any 
way? Since playing the devil's advo­
cate by yourse lf is somewhat tedious, 
I called my favorite "expert'" 011 these 
types of th ings who assured me that 
my actions we re not offe nsive and in 
fact probably "madf' her day:· 

\ Ve all want and nPed acccptancf' 
on every level - we are by no means 
"p rf ct beings." In reality I fee l that 
she placed her own self-esteem in 
jeopardy by initiating a d ialog with 
me. She didn"t know rne or how I 
would r act to hl:" r. D id shf' decide to 
risk it all fo r the thri ll of reaction? I 
don't know, I n<"ver will. I do know 
that some timt"s d isclosure, however 
impersonal the setting, can be pa infu l. 
I do n't beli ve I caused her any. I did ­
n't judge her and find he r "gui lty" of 
crossclressing. 

Years ago , I may l1 ave been less 
than will ing to e ngage in conve rsation 
wi th someone whose pre fe rences or 
lif style were not in sync with my 
own. I'm making progress... A 

NILAH 
", ',' I' , '. f ,j , 

Let Kalina the Sexy Vampire teach you how to transform 
yourself into the sexy girl of your dreams. Secrets to an 
Awesome Makeover, Kalina's latest full -length book, contains 
expert makeup and image advice for crondressers. Lots of 
photos, illustrations, and detailed explanations Included 
throughout its 42 pages. To order a copy of this excel lent 
makeover manual, send $20 to Mary Din, 2300 Walnut street, 
Suite 526, Philadelphia, PA 19103. Make an checks payable 

~ 

to Mary Din. Send $2 llyou wou ld like our latest catalog. Add 
$5 if you live outside the USA. US funds only, please! 
Visit our Web site at www.cris.com1~Kalina 
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One Stage MTF GRS: The 
alue of this Genital Recon­

struction Surgical P1·oce clu1·e in 
the Male to Female Trans exual 

In the pa t a one-stage MT I• geni­
tal re<.:onstru ·tion surgery known also 
as 'RS was a com monplacP surgical 
procPdurP, particularly in the hands of 
EuropPan surgeons. In recent years, 
the ,enital Surge1y operation is most 
often perfo rmed in 2 stag s. Th first 
stage is fo r re moval of the pe nis and 
the· testes and tlw n th er ation of the 
cl itoris and \'agina. The s cond stag 
is r e rved fo r the cosmPtic or aes­
thetic e ffrct to create as close to the 
appParance of a genetic woman's 
exte rnal genitalia as po sibl -. 

In que tioning patients dirPctly and 
with surveys returned by over 600 

1TF post-op individuals whose surg­
eries \,·e r p rfonn cl by va rious sur­
geons using tlw two-stage method, it 
ha be ·omp ve ry cl ar that slightly 
o\·er 40 <¾ o f patie nts do not seek tlw 
pc•oll(I stage as now done to improve 

the cosmetic: appearance of their g ni-

talia. • TherP is in addition, no doubt, 
that many who do de ·ide to be r -
operated to provide the m with an 
exte ri or appearanc . much more like a 
geneti c woman's al o have some cor­
recti ve proc d Ir s done i.e. changes 
in the urPthral direction or clitoral 
urge1y. Tho e requesting surgical 

correction may be as notable a 20% 
in som rep rts. 

With that in mind on wonders 
what pncentag of this 20% would 
sPek tl1P cosmetic surge1y if a correc­
tive need was not presPnt? However. 
if we re flect on the fact that 4 out of 
10, alrno t half, never bother to be re­
op rated or dela it a significantly 
long period of tim , what thoughts 
can we consider about the 2 stage 
p roc dur currently done by many 
urgeons in the Unit cl Stat s? Also, is 

the r value to consid ring a one-stage 
procedu re becaus of the significant 
numb r who neve r sePk more cosmet­
ic rPfinement th rough the second­
stagp pro ,edure? 

The urgeons ofTSM C favo r the 
one stage procedure in Vaginoplasty 

or C RS for a nu1 11 l)(' r of rc·asons. 
F'orC' most is thf' foct that wp r<'co,gnizf' 
thf' signifk ancE' o f tl1f' 40%, stat is tic· 
qnotf' cl in this articl<'. Ir such a largf' 
1111111l)(' r r<' ly on th C' fir. t stag<· as surfi­
eiC'nt tlwn shouldn 't tlwy ck. <' TY<' to 
have r<'sult s that ac: hi C'\'C' fo r the r11 the 
most r<'alistie app<'aranc<' , f11 nction 
and sen ation as is poss ible? 

Th<' onf' -stage procP1h1rc• that \\ ·p 

at TSMC havp Lwrfcc:t<'d go<'s a con­
sidf' rably longer d istancP than the 

tage 1 of a 2-stage opPration. It er 
ates lab ia majora (Pxte rnal vaginal 
lips) that arP uni ted at the 1ppc>r 
aspE'ct of t lw new vulva and uni tl'.' cl so 
as to hood the newly created cl ito ris. 
This is PKtre mel_ authentic in appPar­
ance. notnbl like that of the genetic 
fe mal , and di stinct!_ cliff Pre nt from 
labia that point in opposite directions 
as sePn in post-ops who havp had only 
the 1st stagf' of thf' two-stage G RS 
pro ·edur . 

For that 4 out of 10 not choosing 
to havC' the s coll(! oppration. thi one 
stagp procedure off Prs a much bette r 
rP ult than what is currently being 
C.TPated fo r the m in th J st of a two­
stage procedure. TSM C's procedure 
gops a Ion wa toward ereating 
~ ma! g nitalia with a realistic 
appE'a rnnce without the extra cost of 
the two- tage operation, additional 
time lo s and travel expense that is 
rPquirPd to re turn for the second 
stag . These rea ons alone are o ften a 
conside ration for many since thP 
Stage Two procedure average about 
$3.000. (all .~ s included) and fo r 

continued on 7Jage 20 
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Making 
Sense of 
It All 
by Lee Etscovitz, Ed.o. 

My True Self 
\\"hen l began m gender change 

about eight years ago. I was hoping that 
I had found the kf,y to happiness. I 
hopf'd that by acting at last on hidclen 
~ elings and wishes I would be clearing 
the way fo r great r self-fulfillment. In a 
way I was tight, for I am definitely a 
happier person. At the ame time, how­
ever. my happiness has be II tempered 
by certain complications, such as rejec­
tion by family memh rs. The r ar also 
le al, :anomic, and medical complica­
tions to handle. 

But what has really become an eye­
opener for me is the fact that nothing 
has really changed in term of \i f e itself 
I still ha\'e to live day to clay and find 
the courage and means to face the vari­
ous problems which c-ontinually 
emerge. I now simply face thes prob­
lems as a woman r, ther than as a man. I 
uppose I should not be surprised by 

an of this, and in a way I am not. But 
what amazes me most is what I have 
begun to learn about myself, especially 
about m past. For example. I nm 
beginning to understand the loneliness I 
ex1Jerienced for o many years and th 
feeling of being different. Most of all , I 
am beginning to see ho\ my Ufe has 
evolved to its present point. Th follow­
ing poem, called "I Disappeared," is an 
attempt to e>.p· ss briefly but compr -
hensively the truggle I have xperi-
nced in my search for my true s If: 

I disapp ared b for my ey s 
the day that I was born. 

l had m share of moth r's milk, 
and blank ts kept me warm, 

but m id and hunger swept my soul 

till I became invisible 
and lost m human fo rm . 

I learned to read my parents' lips 
but ne\·e r read my own, 

until at last I lost my voice 
and learned to dream alo11e. 

And then a if to complicate 
the world behind my eyes. 
I soo11 began to feel that I 
belonged among thf' gi rls, 

who sc·emed to be the fa\'orf'd ones 
with carefr<'e c111w's and ·urls. 

In secret shame I hid nry he:ut 
belt ind a blend of boyish acts, 

but all the bikes and trai n and tmcks 
could not erase the inner facts. 

The mptiness within m soul 
was filled for y ars with school and 
work, but nothing e med to last, 
fi r though I tried to 1111 the void, 

I c.'Ould not form a past. 

And o I died a doubl death 
by disappearing twice, 

until] learned the painful truth: 
my deaths would not . 1ffke. 

I had to r ach be-yon I the- shell 
that I had safely made, 

beyond the safety of my dreams. 
beyond m long charade. 

I found my way to h lping hands. 
to hc-a1ts that hugged m soul. 
and gradual!_ I heard my voic 

till Hf e became m goal. 

I will not disappear again, 
though ometimes I <l pair. 
for s lf-belief is always more 
than curves and curly hair. 

The human fonn will ahva s be 
far more than what th ye can s e. 

To b oneself should nots em strange; 
the difficul ty i th change. 

Th fir t half of this poem de -ribes, 
not the fuUlllment, but rather the sup­
pression of m sense of self, for it was as 
if I were being raised to hide my tiue 
~ elings. side from the gender conf u-
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sion that I begm1 to experie11ce in my 
te nage years a11d which, as the poc-111 
depicts. [ also proceeded to hide-, I liv<'d 
my whole life in an f'motional closc-t. I 
am reminded of onf' of those large-, 
oversized walk-in clo ets which are 
so111etimes the size of a mall room and 
which can see111ingly '.OtHain ton of 
thi11gs. Similarly, my emotional closet 
was large and all-encompassing. In to it 
I packed 111_ feelings about fam il~· 
mC'mhers, m I 1op , and dreams, my 
frustrations ancl angc-r. and, of course. 
111y gendl'r confusion. In a \'e ry real 
ense. I packed it all in . \\'ithout C'\"('n 

realizing it at the time. I wa );i\'ing up 
on my t111e sense of self by going into a 
closet that contained not just my gender 
issue but all of nie. 

A psychiatrist oncf' remarkf'cl that I 
came by my personal difficulties honest­
ly, in that my parents wer Utl\\illing, or 
mor likely unable, to att nd to m , feel­
ings. My mother was s0111 what caring. 
especially when I was vet) ' young, hut I 
have no recollection of ver being 
hugged by her except, perhaps, as a 
form of greeting. In fact, what tait d 
out as at least some mea ure of atten­
tiveness by her when I was a child 
turned into emotional oppressivenes by 
the- time I became a teenage r. Her own 
insecu1ities. anger, and gf'neral needi-
ne s left ve1y little room for the expres­
sion of my own feelings. 

y fat lrer expressed even IC'ss affrc­
tion than did m , mother. But rather 
than engulf me with his feelings. what­
C'Ver they were, he kept everything 
insidt' and so l"xcluded m completely 
from his inner li fe. At tht' amc- tim he 
bombarded me with what he felt shonlcl 
be my goals aml purpa es. He was also 
punitive, both verbally and physically 
The point is that neither my mother nor 
my father really list n d to me, and so I 
fe lt invisible as a person. In other 
words, I disappeared. 

ot su11)1isingly, home was never 
home fo r me, at lea t not in an mo­
tiona.lly satisfying wa . I thus developed 
ome interests that served to ·reate an 

imaginary world in which I could live, at 
least temporarily, with ome degree of 
sanity. For example, I n ver wanted to 
leav mo, ·c theaters, for it meant 
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return ing ton place-to a world-whc-re I 
did not lwlong;. /\t k•ast in the movie 
theater l ~ lt alive for two hours at a 
lirnP. Afterwards I would reluctantly 
rPtum to a plivate holocaust whf'rr' I 
was a walking clead person. I did what I 
was told , perhaps hoping that my oLecli­
f'nce wo11ld h rewarded with love. I 
also clevPlopecl an int rest in Lionel 
trains, <"Specially since my first name 
was Liont>I. I thus felt special, if only 
symbolica lly. as the trains respond d to 
my C'Olrnnamls within a world of my 
own design and construction. But out­
sicle of that littlf' world I was the train 
with the name "Lionel" obeying some­
on elses commands on someone else's 
track at someon I 's sp d. 

My M , as th poem point out, was 
mor of a charade, more of a perfor­
m,mc:e , than a genuine involvPment. I 
was nev r my t~1 self. though I did not 
know what that truf' self f'nta ilecl. 
Inst ad. I always fe lt like a pretender, 
lih· I was simply going through the 
motions of pa1tic:ipating in life but was 
not really prPsf'nt. I sought psychiat1ic 
help for many y<"ars but continuf'd to 

f c- I lost and dctnd1ed , both pNsonally 
and inte1personally. It was as if my par­
ents had written a script for lllf' wh ich I 
had been faith fully following since the 
day I was born hut which somehow did 
11ot reflect the way I wanted to feel 
about myself. Actually I knew less how 
I wanted to feel and more how I die! not 
want to fee l. In other words, I wns 
more famLlinr with what fe lt bad than 
with what felt goocl. 

Even now, though my parents have 
been deacl for several years, their sc1ipts 
are not asy to hury. I may have forgot­
ten most of what I learned iHtellectually 
iJJ school, but what I learned emotional­
ly as a child is not as easily forgotten. It 
was in -terms of an unhappy chil<lhood, 
complicatecl Ly growing gendf'r confu­
sion. that I entered adulthood, but 
11nderstanclably an aclulthood that was 
also unhappy. It was with great rel if'f 
that I eventually founcl my way to The 
Renaissance Tr:msgender Assoc:iation 
mid to a helpful gender therapist. My 
gender change has opened the door to a 
more fulfilling li fe , but the fact remains 
that ther is more to my life than gen-

der fulnllmc-nt. \\hat I have lif'P n 
describing as a troubled upbringing is, 
as I have indicated , not easy to f' rasf' . 

There is more to perso11al growth 
than a gender change. Halloween may 
be a c: rossdresser's holy day, but for me 
it also represents ghosts from thl" past 
that continue to ha mt my life in tlie 
present. My g<"ncler change has assured­
ly put me doser to my trne sPlf, but it is 
not the Hnal m1swe r. Insteacl. it has 
op necl the door to the possibility of 
f'ven grf'ater Sf'lf-umle rstanding. fo r it 
has givf'n me a sensf' of mys If in te rms 
of which I can now deal more eff ectivf' ­
ly with m_ life:, as n whole. As the last 
two stanzas of my poem put it: 

I will not clisappPar again. 
though sometimes I c.lf'spair~ 
for self-b Ii f is always more 
than cu1v sand curly hair. 

The human form will always be 
far more than what the- eye call ee. 

To be oneself should not seem strange; 
the difficulty is the change I 

IT'S RENEWAL TIME! 
GreYline Services L.T.D. 

Many memberships are coming up 
for renewal! If you've received your 
. renewal notice in the mail, please 
take a moment and return it today! 
Thanks for your continued support. 

Marilyn Linder 
Optician 

Privacy by Appointment 
on Route 611 in Wlllow Grove, Pa. 

(215) 659-2688 
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Dr. Kirk ... 
many that can be distinctly a difficult 
price to pay. 

Some, inaccurately beli eve, that 
two-sta e proc dures ar more favor­
able because of fears of poor healing 
when the proper positioning of th<:' 
labia majora is included in a one-stag 
proc dur . Good h aling re li s almost 
totally upon good blood supply. Th re 
is no doubt that to comprom ise the 
amount of blood avai lable to an ope r­
ated area is to threaten the result 
greatly. In the one stage ope ration 
pe rformed by us, blood supply is not 
at risk. 

Labial construction and un ion can 
be acco mplished because of a special 
technique we utilize. The blood sup­
ply is very much preserved and ade­
quate because we use a de-epithializa­
ton technique in the superior or 
uppe r portion of the ope ration to 
move tissues and consequently do not 
interfe re with de rmal and subdermal 
blood now. The vessels in the de nni 

and tissues below retain good vascu­
la rizaiton. which insures good nutri­
tion and oxygenation to the area. 
involved. The labia are joined appro­
priately and also hood th e clitoris as in 
genetic wome n. This techniqu is 
soon to be reported by the lead writer 
of this art icle, J. \\ illiam futrell , 1D, 
in the pr stigious Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery Journal. 

TSMC's one stage CRS operation 
not only ach ieves realistic appearance 
but also goes a long way to assure 
f11n ctionali ty and the potential for 
prope r organ sensation so necessary 
for satisfying sexual activity. Our 
re fined technigue contributes to the 
success of all three of these desirable 
results because ne rve supply is not as 
impaired as it is with deepe r surgery 
that is often employed with other pro­
cedures. 

Fro m a post-op(' rative Male to 
Female Snrvey - a longitudinal study -
conducted by Shei la Kirk M.D .. 
Preliminary reporting 011 sexual expe­
rience in 100 respondents made to 

Do you have something that you'd like to 
share? News & Views is a two way process. 
If an article or opinion provokes a reaction in 
you , whether positive or negative, don't go 

unheard. Send your opinions and comments 
in a letter to the Editor. Send letters to: 

th(' I Inrry Benjamin Inte rnational 
G(' nde r Dysphoria Association meet­
ing in ancouve r, BC Canada. 
Septe mbe r 1997. 

Sheila Kirk, D and J. William 
Futre ll , MD are two of the thrf'e prin­
cipal su rgeons performing GR and 
re late I Trans surg ri es at the first 
Transgend r Surgical & Medical 
Center (TSMC) deve loped and 
direct d hy a Trans surgeon. 

You can receive more information 
abou t the TSMC Cente r located in 
Pittsburgh , PA or ask Dr. Kirk gues­
tions 011 your treatme nt and care, by 
contacting her at TS IC@aol.com . hy 
phone (412) 7 1-1092. fax: (4 12) 781 -
1096 or snail mail : TSM .P.O. Box 
38366, Blawnox, PA 152.38. 
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Cree tings, girlfriends! How has 
Fall treated you so for? Sinee News & 
\ i"'\'·s hits tl;e n1ailb~xes i11 the first 
wePk of tlw month , allow me to wish 
Pach and e"e1y pe rson reading these 
words a saf P and happy Thanksgiving. 
Ifs .1 womle rful time of year to be 
with fnmi h- and to give blessings for 
hPa lth anci hea rth . But don 't overdo it 
on the t 1rkPy! \\ 'ouldn"t want you to 
lose that girlish figure you've worked 
so hard to obtain! 

This month , I take a stab at a topi­
cal the me which ties in perfectly with 
Thanksgiving, or rnther, what we all 
j11st love to do 011 tlw day after-­
SHOP!! ! As yo11 all know, the day 
aft e r Thanksgiving is traditionally 
known as "Black Ei'riday", and it i , 
quite lite ral ly, THE b11siest shopping 
day of the entire year. Oh, sure, [ en­
pie say tlw day after hristmas is big, but 
that's be-cause more p ople are i11 the 
stores rc-t 1rning gi fts they got and cbdn't 
like rather than looking for bargains. 

ow, 1 havC' no id a when or 
w\w rP thc- tradition of Black Friday 
starte-d . but it has become quite lite r­
ally a godsend in the re tail world as 
hordes of people fron1 coast to coast 
d€'scend on stores to take advantage of 
sales and bargains on anything and 
ever ,thing. And girls, if you're in the 
market for clothes, sho s, oute rwear, 
linge rie. cosmetics, _j ewehy, you name 
it, Black Friday is the day to do it. 
However, it wou lcln·t hurt to have a 
few tips handy to help make your 
shopping expe rie nce a good one. 

To begi n wi th , ·beck the newspa­
P"' rs prior to the big day. ormn.lly, 
th e Thanksgiving editions will bc­
Sunclay morn ing thick with circulars 

riday sales be ing adve r­
ti sed by depmtrnent stores and the 
like. Do some tho rough rPsParch for 
sales on items you want. C ut out th 
ads or make notes on stores you want 
to visit and itPrns you want to buy. 13y 
havi ng the necessa1y inte lligence in 
hand before you hit the stores. ifll 
make your trip all the more enjoyable. 

Next, if you're lucky nough to 
have Black Friday off, get an early 
start on your expedition. Part of the 
tradition is that stores op n early on 
that day. How early, you ask? Try 
se"en a.rn. As the old saying goes. 
"First come, first served". If you want 
to catch a bargain on something you 
want before it's snatched up, mah· 
like the early bird so you can grab the 
worm of your choice. You·re going to 
be in heated com petition with thou­
sands of other shoppers, so it helps to 
get the upper hand. 

As for shopping dressed on Black 
Friday, that's up to you. With the 
stores and malls packed solid, they' ll 
be more peopl checking you out. If 
you're not totall comfortable shop­
ping en femme, that could p resent a 
problem. Re member my "Three A's·· 
of shopping (especially Appearance) 
so you don't become a spectacle. Also, 
I've seen some shoppers get pretty 
testy, if not downright belligerent, 
whi le in search of Black Friday sales, 
so keep yo ur cool while all around yo11 
are losin<1 theirs. 

astly, don ·t try to buy out the 
store at one time. Wben last I 
checked , human beings on ly come 
with one pair of arms , so don 't over­
load the m with bags and parcels . Buy 
only what you can safely cany without 
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lwcomi 11g a liazard lo yom sp\f or 
othC'r shoppers. If JlC'c-rl hr , make sev­
eral trips to y011 t"a r. H can ho ld a lot 
lllore than you ·an. And don·t go wi ld 
with yom plastic - !my in 111oclC' ra­
tio11 . Trust me, yo11·11 l"C'c-1 be tte r aho11t 
that whC'n the bi lls arrive. 

Now, 0 11 lo a more SE'rious shop­
ping topic. I spc-nd al knst a good 
hour or so eve ry day chc-cking out 
WC'bsitcs devoted to shopping in g<'n ­
eral and transgendcr shopping in par­
ticular, and I'vc- no ti ced something I 
consider to be a rathC'r di sturbing 
trPnd that's d vP lopPd late ly. Jt Sf'e t11s 
that some website-s which c;ater to the 
TG community are single minded in 
the ir des ire to se ll mostly, if not o nly 
C' Xotic clothi ng and accessories i11ste, d 
of more sedate and practical wpar. 

You know what rm talking about: 
lPather outfits . tight dresses and short 
ski rts, shoes with fiv . six, even seven 
in ·h heels , dom inatrix boots, big hair 
wigs, PVC stuff. you name it. The n 
the re's sites selling i111 itation vaginas 
and junk like so-called breast 
enhancement pills and cream . Tl e ll , 
there's pven one site that off C'rs a book 
which te lls how to b11y nlmost any 
drug (such as ho rmones) from over­
sc-as· somccs kgally without a prP­
scription , something I find not only 
irresponsible but dange rous. 

Pe rhaps I'm woefully ou t of tonch 
since, from day one, J'vp never liacl 
any desi re to wear overly provocative 
clothing. The closest I have to that is 
a black leathe r miniski1t. hut I've 
never worn it in broad daylight. I for 
one find it hard to be lieve that the 
demand fo r sucl1 items in the TG 
world is high enough to the point 
where there are so many sites se lling 
stu ff you·d thi nk would on ly be found 
in the paaes of a Frederick 's of 
Hollywood catalog, and even the n, 
on l , worn after dark. 

\' hat rm getting at her is that 
some of the stuff offered through 
these site's is simply not fo r normal 
day-to-day wear. which fit s the patte rn 
for those of us who simply want to 
pre ent n believable female image 
while in public. ot every crossdrPss-

co11ti1111ecl mi page 23 
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Organization Listing 
• Transgende r Health Action Coalition (T-HAC): ThP 

Trnnsgt>ndf'r Information an d PPer Cmmst> ling Hotline is now 
helping to se1Ye the needs of tlw greater Philadelphia Trnnsgende r 
t'ommu ni ty. The hotline operates c1·t'1V Monday and Thmsday 
frnm 6 to 10 p.111 . Call : (215) 732-1207. Organ izational meetings of 
the .u·e h Id on the second and fou rth Thursdays of eat'h 111011th 
from 8 to 9 ::30 p.m. on the liiu1th floor of the \\'ashington \\'est 
Of"lkes. 1201 Locust St. Phila. PA. All are 11•p(mnw to attend. 

• ActionAJDS: Supprnt groups and information li>r HIV+ peo­
ple in the Philadelphia area . 215-981 -0088 for general information . 
Sponsor Passaglc's, a supprnt group for gen<llc'r variant people. Call 
2 J.5-98 ) -3:34\:l fo r Passages information . 

• William Way Lesbian, Gay, Bi, TG Community Center: 
1any programs and divt;! rsions fo r tlw L ,BT community in 

Philadelphi a. For info on upcoming events call 21.5-732-2220. 
• Community Alliance of Transsexuals (CATS): TS support 

group that nwet.~ in Burlington County. New Jersc·y. 21-5-.5.'3fl-120~l 
• The Attic: Center fo r gay. lesbian . bisexual and TC youth 

ages 12 tn 23 in Philadelphia. 215-.54-5-4.'331. 
• • Phila. TS Support Group: 4 p. 111 . the Hrst Satunlny eve1y 

month at 1201 Locust Stret't 215-48-1-7647. 
• Intersexed Issues : Rave n Kaldern. Am hoyz lnterst'xe<l 

Liason, Cauldron farm. 12 Simo11d Hill Road. Huhhar<lston, MA, 
O 1452. 978-928-4 198, cauldron@net 1 pl us .1;0111 

• FTM and SOFFA Issues (including lntersex): C:a1y 
Bowen. Coord inator- in-ch ief.PO Box 1118. Elkton. ID, 21922-
111 . 410-392-3640. trnm man @netgsi.cmn . R L:http J/www.net­
gsi .c<>m/- li stwrangll:' r 

We're Here When 
You Need Us ... 

? DER 
AL 

CARE 

ender Reassignment 
• rib removal 
• facial femininazation 
• body contouring 

Sheila Kirk, M.D. 
J. Wi lliam Futrell, M.D., Ernest Manders, M.D. 
412.781.1092 , Email : TSMC@aol.com 
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TransEssex International is a Briti sh-based vo luntary 
self-help network dedicated to servi ng Lhe needs of 

Transvestites , Transsexua l , 
their families and friends . 

It hosts the UK's biggest monthly TVffS group party, 
runs friendly Helpline services and publishes a wea lth 

of useful infonnation. 
For a full info-pack and sample copy of the world 's 

best transgender magazine, send a sterl ing 
International Money Order for £10.00 to: 

TransEssex International (RI), PO Box 3, Basildon , 
Essex SS14 lPT, United Kingdom. 

••• colour pictures 
Y--"~~o"'~\, ... stories ••• personal 

,~ profi les ••~ contacts ••• heauty 
features ••• medical and ,I'!~- J 

legal updates. r " \~-' 
In fact it's the brightest, livelie t ' t,._ ., J • 
read for the whole tran gender ·--.t~ ~ -,,-
community, families and fr iend . 1/ 

0 11 r i11forma1io11 is posted in a plain brow11 • "' ... • 

envelope. Your enquiry will be handled . • ·, ' 
promp,ty and)"" ••• ·, b, ,am~,,d jimhe, ~~ 
rmless vou ask. ·\ 

" ... Electrolysis. I' ve been through it. 
I can help you through it." 

Jenell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Chester, PA I 90 I 3 610-872-2091 

V~-:r, / " . 
~f_9'a-·· 

Large Selection 
Rene of Paris, Hemy Margu, Eva Gabor, 

Dolly Parton and more. Complete privacy. 
Call for appointment 

610-446-0799 
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JG Community Calendar 
LOCAL RE AISSANCE 
CHAPIERS/AFFil.JATES­

OVEMBER 
7: Lower usquehruma Valley, ew 

Jers(;'y Supprnt 
14: Lehigh Valley, Delaware 
2 l: Greater Philacl lph.ia (Hallow n 

Party 
28: onmouth/Oc an Trans Gender 

NOVEMBER 1998 
.5 : Parndise in the Pcx.'Onos antasy 

getaway weekend. Contact CDS, PO. Box 
61263, King of Pn.1 ia, PA 19406, call 610-
640-9449, or email to 
<poco@cdspub.c.'Om>. 

5-8: Fall Harvest 1998. Sponsored by 
ity of Lakes rossgendered Community 

in Minneapolis, M at the Sheraton 
lehu Dome. For info, (.'()ntact CLCC, 

PO. Box 14844. Mi.nnenpolis, M -55414. 
all 612- 22.9-3613 or email to 

< L @topcity.net>. 
7: A.G.E. meeting (Ren. affiliate) 
8-13: Digni ty n.Lise X and Holiday at 

ea II . Miami to Key \\'est anc.1 the 

Shopping ... 
while in publi c. ot ev ry crossdress­
C'r wants to dress liken hooke r, so why 
then do these sites appE>ar to offer 
only th at kind o f clothing? Maybe 1'111 

be ing a prude, but to me, thi s smacks 
of ste reotyping crossd resse rs as 
fe t ishi sts, and that 's just not fair. 

\\'hat's your view on this, girls? Do 
you think I'm right, or am 1 way off 
base. l s what th p ople wan t? Why 
don't you drop me a lin and give me 
an earful. As always, m lec-
tronic ma ilbox is open fo r 
your ·omments, tips nnd 
opinions at 

@voicenet. com >, 
o r by snail mail to the 
R naissance Nntional 
office on pag two. Until 
next month , be smart , 
h11y srnnrt and look smart! 

Bahamas. ContactCrui 1n .: Barbara 
Ar ndt at (800) 621-6699 or Mike Sum at 
(800)81 7830. 

11-15: Joint Meeting. Th Society for 
the Sci ntiflc Study of Sexuality :md 
Am ric.,"111 Association of S x Educators, 
Couns lors, and Sex Therapists, "Sexuality 
:md th Media: Roomy for Hollywood?", 

. \ Vest:in Bonaventu1 Hotel. Los Ang les 
CA w1ite Joint AASECT/SSSS Me ting 
PO. Box 240, Mount Vernon, IA 52314-
0240, 319-895-6407. fax: 319-895-6203 

19: Dinbolique Fetish Masqu md . Ball, 
c,ll 21.5-829-4986 

20-22: Ri\' rsid Gala \ \leek ncl at The 
Jim at Fr:mklin on Llberty tre t, mnklu1, 
PA. For info, write to Erie Sist rs, 1003 
\ \'est 8th Street, Suite 261, Erie, PA 16505. 
Email: <rgw98@usachoice.net> or 
<esc@csonli.n .net, fax: 814-437-5996. 

JANUARY 1999 
2: A.G.E. meeting (Ren. affiliate) 

FEBRUARY 1999 
6: A. .E. meeting (Rm afl:llinte) 

Teddycare ... 
fo r Ruby and a desire to help a wor­
thy cause, the level of tnlent is always 
q uite high. A partial lis t of othe r well 
known performe rs who bad appeared 
in other perform ances include 
Victorin \·\ eston, Varla Jean M nnan, 
Judy Kreskin, Jerry Scott (Ring the m 
B 11s ), Steven Brinberg (Bnrbrn 
Str isand) and Baby Jane Dexte r. 
Obviously early reservations are a 
must! 

For 1998 the tradition continues at 
E ighty Eights with two shows every 
Saturday night in D c mb r, at and 
11 PM. tarting in Novemb r you can 
make reservations at: 

E ighty Eights 
(a Gend r Fri ndly place anytime) 
22 West 10th Street 
Gr nwich Villag 
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MARCH1999 
3-16: Dignity J1.1is Xl on the Imm 

Polo fmm Sych1ey, Austtalia to G'litns. 
Contact Cn.tises Inc.: Barbara Arendt at 
800- 621-6699 or Mik . Sum at 800-818-
7830. 

APRIL1999 
8-10: Prid mid prejudice: The 5th 

Annual Symposium on Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgencler Issues, 
University of Rhcxle Islm1d. Inguuif'S can 
be made by phone at 401-874-2101, or 
email at <silvn I l@aok 'Om. 

AUGUST1999 
17-22: Hany Benjamin International 
nd r Dysphoria Association. Inc., 

London, England. Contact: B an 
Robmson, 1300 South 2nd Street, Sst. 
Sttite 180, Minneapolis, M 55454. 
Phon : 612-62.5-1500 (rec ptionist), 612-
624-807 (voice mail), 612-626-8.311 (fax) 
or email to <robu1009@gokl.tc.umn.edu> 

212-924-008 
( o er dit cards) 

FYI : The Oaks has closed and is 
now a jazz club. Ruby is now working 
at E ighty Eights on Fridays, and 
Lanette , the Oaks' cheer[ ul Drag 
Queen hostess , is working at the jazz 
restaurant Ecco L'ltalia on 7th and 
Bleeker. 
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7oa44et, u meet~~? 
TRANSVESTITE? 
TRANSEXUAL? 

DOMINANT? 
SUBMISSIVE? 

FANTASIES & FETISHES 
Call now to where ALL LIFESTILES are treated in an 
intelligent, caring and creative way. Perhaps you have 
thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? \1/hy be alone? 

Call me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counseling and fantasy explo­
ration. Mistress Victoria, sweet TV Marci and myself 

are available to train and transform you into the 
glamorous or demure girl you desire to be. Call now 

for free, recorded in fo: 

(215) 602-2888 
PRIVACY ASSURED! 
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