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The Queers Turn to ,Jeer 
By ItANDY WICKER . 

An JLGO A/embers Personal Notes on the 
/992 St. Patrick's Day Parade: 

At last • SL Patrick's Day. Real-life nitty ~ showdown 
time. Once a.pm. I would join the lri,b Labi.an and Gay 
<>rgamzmjoa roaa dri,ig up Fifth A venue. 

Last year. Dr. Suzanne Phillipt11 and I had joined ILGO and 
Mayw David Oinkim. Lat«. endlea argumau ova: how 
many had booed US and how many had cf,ea ed Ill motivated 

me to buy a top-of-tho-line Sooy camcorder 
-- to avoid such confusion in 1992. That's why I 

call my camera "Paddy." 
Dreaed in simple ma.le drag. my 

roommate. Manha - the legendary blade. 
:nu;1vcst.i~ \'C:ten.n of the ori~-..a.1 ~tu!le'".a,o;.!I 
uprising-agreed to join me. 

Armed with an official NYPD pr-est pas 
&om cable'• "Out in the 90'1" and an 
a.g.nnent from NYQ, Paddy and would 
watch it happen from both sides of the police 
lines. 

With stunning skill the mainly lesbian 
leadenhip of ILGO had brilliantly staJbd 
and cornered the Hibernians. brought them to 
court and publicly convicted them of 

, unlawful-but-legally-unpunishable anti-gay 
discrimination. For the second year running 
they'd made Irish homophobia and reli gioua 
intolerance the media's big. interesting story 
on St Patrick'• Day. 

It wu a stunning accompli.shmmt for the 
informally struc.1Ured 2-year-old group with 
only about I SO unofficial members. ~-ly 
10 percent of whom oompc<Hiaisc an adMSt 
hudoore. 

The first round of legal battles might have 
left the Hibernians "officially " in cfw8e of 
"their" parade and the gays lep.Jly excluded. 
but todav it wu ILGO that wu pulling the 
strings .;, really runnin~ the show. 

Refusing to use iH health ana ba.d ~ea&her 
u an excuse. an ailing Mayor Dank.ins (l1c 
onJy recently had been hospitaJiz.ed l officially 
wd he WU "boycotting" the p8rllie and 

, mved home. Along with a warm m~ he 
dispatched hundleda ~f NYC's Finell to protect his friends. . 

Gav Councilman Tom Duane wu joined by Comptroller Liz 
HoltznwL Attorney General Robert ~ council President 
.i\ndrew Stem. Borough President Ruth Messmger and a ga8:81e 
of other office holden for he alt«native gay parade up Fifth 
Avenue. . 

TI1e gays stepped off ~.-ty. The Hibemiaiiii un.intcr.di:id gi.a1., i 
woridwide media bonanza. was readily appmart. Ne 

wsmcn and c.ai»en aewt outnumbered both the onlooken 
and u,e oops all the way to 66th Street. 
Parade. 
There~ a half-block long pen wu ringed~~ solid wall of 
policemen. securely separated &om aU adjouuq area by• 
wide no-man's land. on either side. 
Sixty..Sixdt Street WII heavily guarded IO u to be both. 

safe enb ance and exit. 

In 1991. Mayor Dinkins' presence and respect for their 
Divisioo ~-host's hospitajity acted to subdue the wilder 
activin•:· • •As arpn:ciative guests.. ILGO had agreed to 
observe parade rules which prohibited all slogans and sign, 
except those·rea·ding: :F.ng)and Out. of Ireland." Political 
buttons. ci.'ffl . T -shuts with symbols or slogans weren't • supposed to be ·worn. • 
This year wu diff erera. [LGO and the hundreds of tag­
al911g.1 who'd joined them were not bound by parade rules. 
As outsiders.. the were free. - free to camp it up. free to wear 
whatever thev wanted.. free to cxpn:ss themselves with 
sigl1' free to ·chant or ta~ and heck.Jc variom groupa u 
thev filed bv. 

This y~. the rejected would sit in judgment of those who 
had rciected them. Those who had done the revieMng last YC3r 
would. be reviewed themselves tJ,is year. As the press analysts 
noted. using other tcnns. now the ~ies were revened. It wu the 
queen tum to jeer. 

lt wu great living theater. righteous anger, hilarious parody. 
relieved mainly through frivolity. Critics would L'lke it all loo 
!criously. complaining that chility had certainly died. 

Bill Dobbs wu no longer the respe<.1ed lawya- incturcd 
next to the NEW YORK TIMES news story about various 
noted gay activists supporting the ACLUs contention thal 
in fact. the ·Hibernians had a Cormitutional right to 
ducrunirwe. 

Now. Dobbs sported a string of pearls the size of golf 
bal L~ WOfe a baseball cap turned back.wards and held high 
his sign n1«:kingJy proclaiming: "Lavender Emerald 
Socictv- Oscar Wilde Divi!ion." 

When the Howard Stem Show's stutterin~ interviewer 
wandered by seating interviews for the weekend prognun. 
Dobbs declared that he wu "furious that Howard h:u 
dumped me for Frankie Bieme and burned all my love 
letters.'' 

The first nulitarv unitJ marched by stone-faced as the 
onJookm whistled.. hooted and hollered. Then things got 
more serious with rq,ealed chant., of "Hey, Hey, Ho Ho! 
Homophobia has got to go!" the sight of frumpish. sash­
festooned Hibernian off tciab:.. Sen. Alfonse D' Amato. 
former Mavor Edward Koch and others igraited furious 
t.awm of "Shamel Shamel Shamel" A hundred fmgcn 
angrily juru,d out in ~c unison. . 

A few marchen aesponded by giving the onJooken their 
middle-fin~--e,cactJy what the Hibernians had accused 
some gays of doing the previous year, descnbing it as 
"Outrap:,111 behavior.' 

But Paddv would catch me in even the slightest 
euggerauon. • The overwhelming majority of those 
mmdring comported themselves w1th· utmost dignity a.s 
required by their own stultifying rules. 

I spot,~ E!i~ Rc~art. h~i:: hish Voice rq,orte-r. For a 
short whtle. we stood side by side watching the event we'd 
both come to cover. I detailed my objections to lut year's 
St Patrick'• Day sound-bite coverage by the media. 
including the gay media.. which touJly ignored the 
admitted.Iv outnumbered bvstanden who had cheered. 
choosing instead to fall back on ug)y stereotypes depicting 
aJ l Irish u am.. loud and intolerant. 

"Funnv. you'd say that_" he volunteered. "That's the way 
I felt about last year's coverage too." 

Nearby, ~eryone had just conunenced booing a bagpipe 
hand. 



In C'\·ery respect ILGO's l~ip wu despcmelv 
undentaffed_ Of th09e pn:scnl gi,.y llCtlvutJ outraged OV~ 

the homophobic behavior of the puarle officiw greuly 
outnumbcT'Cd lLGO memben and thoe.e genuinely 
concerned &bout Irish causes. 

Paddy and I twi gooe back into act.ion. . f d promiud to 
capture some "smil~ Irish Fllccs~ this St. Pmidc'a Dav. 
Little did I su~ most of them would belong to copa. • 

lip went the dun1 -we're here! We~ Queer! So are 
some of yoo I" Thoutanda of uniformed offia:n passed in 
~ rewa:d fomun.iom. Nearly all smiled or laughed. 
Some nodded "Yes" and jokingiy pointed at ~ 
marching bcmde. or in .from oC thamclvcs. A vay few 
betn. yed a thinJy-veiJed hostility. waving bade v,ith 
a.ccentun.ed broken 'Mists. Paddy and I could cleariv 
prove that at least the~ had a ball with the queen this 
St Pa.ddy'11 Day. The glum gmmhoes were grewv 
~~~~ • 

Still Padddy and I waited. wondering when - if ever-­
we'd really hear checn. ofby and for the people. 

Officer Steven McDonald. NYPD's living h~. 
panlvzed from the ncd( down WU wheeled bv. ILGO's 
Paul O'Dwyer and iliose who knew McDonald had spoke 
out for including the gays in last year's puade. applauded 
and tried to~ up a mull cheer. 

But othm.. unaware of how badJv-rruumercd thev r-eallv 
were. C01rtim1ed shouting ''Two. fo~. six. eight, How do 
you know your kids are straightr at him. his wife and wn. 

Uncxpect.ed.Jy. IT happened Severa.I mcmben of one of the 
fint groups of marching youngsters. a coll~ or high ~hool 
contingmt. commenced waving and cheering the out<:a3U. The 
greetings, spondjc at first.. exploded into a crescendo a., both 
groups really got into it - cheering and laughing and applauding 
one another. 

For a few_ moments., everyone h.a.d cc.Med betng pruonen of 
the wu ra~ng around them. managing to forge a mort-lived 
warn, ~eon th.is otherwise cold. mostly hlllo-lille<l ciw. 
~ demomtra.ton were growmg tired and dcsultorv. 
"Show rTlOf'C I~! Show more legl" a few oth~ chided 

j ok.in g.l y a., fru.sky o Ider men in k.i I ts bou oded bv. 
The m.1~ from SL Vincent's their ~II whrte ha.ts 

glistening in the wi.rmr run. sm1ling and waving u thev pa.ued... 
brought forth repeated decl ara.t.iom of "1b.ank. You ! Thank 
You!" and "We love You!" 

Finally, the une,cpe::t.ed a~ of an all-blade. high 
school band wearing bright blue ca~ bl~i~ forth a..~ thev 
went... received a mini-ovation. A1 Jea.51 one~ group Md 
goncn tn. 

. Three houn after stepping off. their ranks ~g to thin. 
Eilttf'I Clancy, ILGO's chief manhaL announced the time had 
come to go. Under heavy police escort. singing "We're here. 
because we're queer. because we're here." th~ wound through 
the street, to the nearest subway, joined startled onJook~ on 
5e'Ventl can and headed home. still wring gay tune3 of fun and 
comradeship. 

For two houn... with Paddy's help. rd captured a bit of hi5torv. 
Later I coo Id twdl y sleep ~fole mc:rllA!l y &Orting through the 
day's lingering~ 

Once again. I was haunted by memone3 r>f th~ rn.archcn.. 
somc1 tmCS onl Y one of the 2 0 in their commgart. who brok c 
raruu with ¢,e other. who openly waved. and continued to wave 
despite everything. 

It seem., my heroes are the wne. year '1.fler year. 
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~~~~~ ~_;.~~::::d~ 'i;rc~_;7~;~f1~r~ ~:~r1!~t::t,!~~;;d eci;;'~;;,::.~~r.: •~rt~~w~; 
the New York St. Patrtck • Day Parade tuesday. Although the gay group was excluded from the 
parade proper, they staged their own procession up Fifth Avenue, from 59th to 66th street. Wicker 
says ho plans to lead a gay contingent In Hoboken's St. Patrlcl('9 Day parade next year. 

** ONE FINAL NOTE1 It's not worth missing sleep over, but if you want 
to tune in to The Jackie Mason Show's "Review of 92" (to be broadcast 
o~ channel 9 in NYC on tuesday 0 January 12th) you'll get to see Joe 
Cooper & •yself get some co••ents ia on gays im the military & the 
Rainbew Curriculum, the Jrd of 4 eegw,ents on that shew, Broadcast in 
other •arkets at different ti■es. 
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