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Rape Crisis Center
offers training

PORTLAND: The Rape Crisis Center
will be offering a Sexual Assault
Advocacy Training program beginning
on Tuesday, October 4, from 6:00-9:00
PM. The 40 hour training, two evenings
a week for six weeks, will cover issues
of s=xual assault and child sexual abuse;
medical, police, and legal protocols and
a variety of related topics.

Upon completion of the training,
you will be prepared to volunteer on the
Rape Crisis Hotline, the Board of Di-
rectors or to provide administrative as-
sistance. Continuing Education Credits
are available, and no previous experi-
ence is necessary. For more informa-
tion, please call Anne Marie at 799-9020.
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609 Congress St., Portland

Sept. 10
Sept. 12

Dinosaur Jr.

Sara McLachlan

w/ Single Gun Theory
Jimi Hendrix Festival
Richie Havens

w/ CHff Eberhardt
The Bobs

Sept. 17
Sept. 24

Sept. 29

Oct. 1 My Fair Lady

NY National Tour

Oct. 2 World Premier Movie
"The Beans of Egypt, Maine"

Oct. 9 David Lindley

w/ Hani Naser

Maine CLMA

Regional Conference

John Anderson

w/ Joan Kennedy

Sinbad

Oct. 12
Oct. 13

Oct. 14
Oct. 21 Eric Bogosian
Nov. 18 Paula Poundstone

For tickets call: (207) 879-1112
Major Credit Cards accepted

i% Dialogue Center R
and

The Center for Training
& Special Programs

present

Generations in Conftrast:
Parents of Gays and Lesbians
in Dialogue with

Lesbian and Gay Adults

Saturday, October 15, 1994
9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Individuals - $75 * Family - $150
For more information:
Dialogue Center
95 High Street
Portland, ME 04101

\(207) 879-9000 5

contested or anythmg 1 told him the
usual about how it wasn’t him, it was

_m I ;ust needed my frcedom, felt

c_an hmq because I’'m worried. He’s al-

'ways been good to me, even about the

divorce, and I still care. I feel guilty
and horrible about myself. Itis my fault,
but I can’t do anything about it. What
should I tell !um" Is there anythmg 1

we'd like them to be. I'm sure you find
yourself wishing he would act like a to-
tal jerk so it would be easier for you.
‘The best thing you can do is be straight

(so to speak) with your ex-husband

about why you left him. Be prepared to
listen to him groan about his feelings,
which he probably will want to do. You
did the right thing for yourself and both
you and your ex have to live with the
reality of it. As long as you maintain
your honesty and personal integrity,
you’re doing everything you possibly
can. It’s a sad thing, but it certainly isn’t

‘your fault. Try to go on with your new
life, and don'’t be so hard on yourself.

Pytia

In a dilemma? Have a question
about relationships? Ask Pythia by writ-
ing to: The Oracle, c/o CPR, 142 High
Street, Suite #634, Portland, ME 04101.

Transsexual protesters allowed to enter
Michigan Womyn's Music Festival

Janice Walworth and
Davina Anne Gabriel

(HART, MI.) — Six openly transsexual
women were allowed to enter the 19th
annual Michigan Womyn’s Music
Festival near Hart, Michigan, Saturday,
August 13, 1994, following a week-long
protest of that event’s “womyn born
womyn” only policy. The six
transsexual women were: Zythyra Anne
Austen of Winchester, VA.; April
Fredericks and Riki Anne Wilchins of
New York City; Rica Ashby Fredrickson
of Philadelphia; Davina Anne Gabriel
of Kansas City, MO.; and Jessica
Meredith Xavier of Silver Springs, MD.
Accompanying the transsexual women
were several nontranssexual supporters
who were also taking part in the protest,
including authors and activists Leslie
Feinberg and Minnie Bruce Pratt, both
of Jersey City, N.J., and one intersex
individual, Kodi Hendrix of Kokomo,
IN.

The protest of the festival’s policy
of excluding transsexual women from
attendance was the third consecutive and
largest action staged against the policy
since Nancy Jean Burkholder was ex-
pelled from the 16th annual festival in
1991.

Thirteen transsexual women—
with their friends and supporters, includ-
ing 12 nontranssexual women, one trans-
sexual man, one nontranssexual man,
and one intersex person—camped out
during the week of the festival at ““Camp
Trans”” on national forest land across the
road from the main gate of the festival
and took part in a variety of activities
designed to inform festival participants
about gender issues and to protest the
festival’s exclusionary policy.

The transsexual women at Camp
Trans who did not enter the festival
were: Hannah Blackwell of Kansas City,
MO.; Nancy Jean Burkholder of Weare,
NH.; Nancy Anne Forrest of Philadel-
phia; Wendi Lynn Kaiser of North
Berwick, ME.; Lynn Walker and Krissy
Withers, both of New York City; and
Arlene Wolves of Ashland, NH.

The protesters began setting up
their camp, including a large, bright
green banner proclaiming, “Camp Trans:
For Humyn-Born Humyns,” before fes-
tival participants began arriving on Sun-
day, August 7. The following day, pro-
testers began distributing a schedule of
29 activities to women in their cars wait-
ing to enter the festival. The schedule
included workshops, speeches, meet-
ings, readings, concerts, religious ser-
vices, games, and meals, taking place at
Camp Trans over a four-day period.

Also distributed to festival partici-
pants was a joint statement addressing
the need for respectful and constructive
dialogue on the issue of transsexuals in
the women’s and lesbian communities,
which was issued by one of the trans-
sexual protesters, Riki Anne Wilchins,
and lesbian musician Alix Dobkin, a
supporter of the festival’s exclusionary
policy, who has been actively involved
in the festival since its inception.

Protesters received an overwhelm-

ingly positive response, and only very
slight negative reaction, to their presence
and their flyers. They continued to dis-
tribute their literature to women arriv-
ing for the festival throughout the week,
as well as to the many women who came
out from the festival to visit them. At
the same time, festival workers at the
gate engaged in a variety of tactics ap-
parently designed to harass protesters
and prevent them from distributing their
literature to arriving participants.

The first activity, scheduled to take
place on Wednesday, August 10, was a
community meeting on the issue of

H)TRANS
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Leslie Feinberg stands in solidarity
outside Camp Trans in Michigan

transsexual inclusion, which Alix
Dobkin had agreed to attend. However,
Ms. Dobkin sent a message to Camp
Trans on Tuesday, August 9, stating that
she had changed her mind and that she
would not be attending because it might
appear that she was in support of the
protesters’ position. The community
meeting, which was attended by ap-
proximately 20 festival participants, was
held without Ms. Dobkin and sparked a
thought-provoking discussion. Work-
shops were also conducted on self-de-
fense, androgyny, transsexual sexuality,
disability rights, transsexuals and the
military, sadomasochism, female-to-
male identity, gender bending, and other
topics.

Protesters were joined on Wednes-
day by lesbian comedian Mimi = Freed
of San Francisco, who performed stand-
up comedy and conducted a workshop
entitled “The Joys of Marginalization”
the following day. A good-humored
weenie roast was held Thursday evening,
which drew about 25 festival partici-
pants out to enjoy relaxed conversation
and indulge in meat and chocolate, co-
mestibles not served by the festival
kitchen.

Also on Thursday, Charlotte
Manheimer of Cincinnati, Ohio, a 68-
year-old nontranssexual lesbian, at-
tempted to enter the festival in order to
visit a friend but was not immediately
allowed to enter because she refused to
disclose whether or not she was a trans-
sexual and refused to agree to the festi-
val staff’s condition that she “respect”
the exclusionary policy. Because she is
over 65 years of age, Ms. Manheimer is
eligible to attend the festival free of



charge. Staff offered to escort Ms.
Manheimer to find her friend but were
reluctant to issue her a festival wrist-
band. After a two-hour period of delib-
eration among festival staff, Ms.
Manheimer, who traveled to the festival
for the express purpose of demonstrat-
ing support for the transsexual women
taking part in the protest, was given a
wristband and allowed to enter the fes-
tival un-escorted and without disclosing
whether or not she is a transsexual.

Acclaimed authors and activists
Leslie Feinberg, Minnie Bruce Pratt, and
James Green joined protesters on Friday,
August 12. Ms. Feinberg is well-known
for her popular novel Stone Butch Blues,
and Ms. Pratt for her poetry. Mr. Green
is a postoperative female-to-male trans-
sexual and the publisher and editor of
the FTM Newsletter, which is the most
widely circulated publication in the
world specifically addressing female-to-
male transsexual issues, as well as the
director of the FTM Support Group in
San Francisco. Mr. Green conducted
two workshops on female-to-male ex-
perience and identity at Camp Trans.
Each was attended by 20 to 30 festival
participants.

The highlight of the scheduled ac-
tivities was a speech entitled “Sister-
hood: Make it Real!” delivered by Leslie
Feinberg in which she discussed the ne-
cessity for the women’s movement in
general, and the Michigan Womyn’s
Music Festival in particular, to adopt an
“all women welcome” policy. Approxi-
mately 150 festival participants came
outside to hear Ms. Feinberg’s address,
making it the most well attended event
at Camp Trans during the course of the
protest.

This was followed by a concert by
the Celtic Transsexual Modal Band from
Hell, consisting of Arlene Wolves and
Beverly Woods of Beyond the Pale,
Zythyra (formerly Seth Austen), and Jes-
sica Xavier. Hammer dulcimer, key-
board and guitar blended exquisitely, but
the highlight of the concert was the origi-
nal “Ballad of Nancy B.,” which retold
the story of Nancy Burkholder’s expul-
sion from the festival in 1991.

Later in the evening, Ms. Feinberg
and her lover Minnie Bruce Pratt, con-
ducted a re-creation of their joint read-
ing originally performed at the 1992 Out/
Write Conference, which consisted of
selections from Stone Butch Blues and
Ms. Pratt’s upcoming book S/ke, to be
published by Firebrand Books in Feb-
ruary 1995. Ms. Pratt conducted further
readings from her book the following
morning.

Another of Friday’s highlights was
the wedding of two festival participants,
Kym and Becki, performed by trans-
sexual minister Lynn Walker. James
Green and Leslie Feinberg stood up for
the couple in a lantern-lit ceremony at-
tended by everyone in Camp Trans and
several visitors from the festival, and
accompanied by Camp Trans musicians.

On Thursday, Riki Anne Wilchins,
who is a member of the New York City
chapter of the Lesbian Avengers, was
invited by Lesbian Avengers inside the
festival to attend their scheduled meet-
ing on Saturday, August 13. Ms.
Wilchins agreed to attempt to enter the

festival as an openly transsexual woman
in order to attend the meeting if the Les-
bian Avengers would provide a contin-
gent to escort her, which they readily
agreed to do.

On Saturday morning, in an at-
tempt to obtain clarification of the
“womyn born womyn” policy, protest-
ers requested to meet with Communica-
tions coordinators Lucy Tatman and Sue
Doerfer. They were asked whether
Leslie Feinberg, James Green, and Kodi
Hendrix would be permitted to buy tick-
ets without violating festival policy.
Leslie Feinberg introduced herself as a
person who was born anatomically fe-
male but who passes and lives as a man
and has a driver’s license showing her
sex as male. She asked whether she
would be welcome to enter the festival.
Ms. Tatman said that “the festival would
prefer not,” a statement she retracted
after Ms. Feinberg declared that she
would tell audiences on her upcoming
book tour that she had received confir-
mation that she “is not welcome at the
Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival.”
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Kodi Hendrix then informed Ms.
Tatman and Ms. Doerfer that he was
bom with both male and female genita-
lia and asked whether “‘only half of [him]
could come in.” James Green stated that
he had no desire to enter the festival, and
was only there “in support of [his] trans-
sexual sisters,” but wanted to know if
he would be considered a woman by the
festival owners using the same logic by
which they consider male-to-female
transsexuals to be men even after sex-
change surgery. Ms. Tatman and Ms.
Doerfer were unable to provide answers
to either of these questions. Protesters
then requested that they receive clarifi-
cation of the policy regarding these three
individuals from festival owners Lisa
Vogel and Barbara Price.

Less than an hour later, Ms. Tatman
and Ms. Doerfer delivered a message
from the festival owners declining to
further clarify the term “womyn born
womyn” and stating that it is up to each
individual to decide whether or not she
is included in that definition. Commu-
nications coordinators also assured pro-

testers that no one attempting to pur-
chase a ticket would be harassed and that
none of them would be asked by secu-
rity to leave the festival, because it was
“no longer a security issue.” The deci-
sion was then made that protesters who
wished to enter the festival would at-
tempt to purchase tickets when the Les-
bian Avengers sent their contingent out
to accompany Ms. Wilchins inside for
their meeting. Ms. Feinberg, who had
previously stated that she would not en-
ter the festival until her transsexual sis-
ters were allowed to attend, decided to
enter if the transsexual women were also
allowed to enter.

Upon approaching the box office,
the contingent of protesters presented a
statement to the box office staff declar-
ing that their group consisted of trans-
sexual women, nontranssexual women,
an intersex person, and transgendered
women, and that each of them inter-
preted the term “womyn born womyn”
to include them. None of the protesters
were refused tickets or asked questions

See Camp Trans, page 23

and alternative therapies.

Our services range from
routine/prevention and HIV well
care through specialty medi-
cine. We offer a multidisciplinary
approach which includes nur-
sing, mental health, nutrition,

health education counseling

STRATOGEN

STRATOGEN

(strat'o-jen) 7
1. New strategies in health and living.

Stratogen Health is a unique health care system.

Theresult is a complefe
health strategy for your overall
well-being.

We also offer laboratory,
and pre- and post- fest
counseling- all in a relaxed,

comfortable atmosphere.

New strategies in health and living.

Your Partners In Health.

To find out more, receive our brochure, schedule an
appointment or a confidential HIV test, please call Stratogen Health today.
Tel: 207-878-0017 Fax: 207-878-0839

Stratogen Health « 110 Auburn Street, Portland, Maine 04103
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regarding their medical history or their
commitment to uphold festival policy.
The protesters were then surrounded by
the contingent of Lesbian Avengers and
escorted to the scheduled meeting, with
a number of other festival participants
joining the contingent along the way.
At the Lesbian Avengers meeting,
both Ms. Wilchins and Ms. Feinberg
spoke at length regarding the festival’s
exclusionary policy and received an
overwhelmingly positive response. Af-
ter the meeting, the protesters, again sur-
rounded by Lesbian Avengers and joined
by numerous other festival participants,
conducted a parade through the festival
grounds chanting “Support Our Policy:
AllWomen Welcome!”” As promised, no
one in the Camp Trans contingent was
asked by security to leave the festival.
Following their return to Camp
Trans, the decision was made to strike
camp because of impending severe thun-
derstorms and forecasts of rain through-
out the night and into the following day,
and because it was felt that the protest
action had been highly successful. How-
ever, protesters still feel that the word-
ing of festival policy as “womyn born
womyn” only remains unclear and that
it is still uncertain whether openly trans-
sexual women will be allowed to attend
the festival without fear of expulsion in
the future. Unless there is further clari-
fication of these issues in the interim and
the festival abolishes its “womyn born
womyn” only policy, activists say they
will continue thieir protests next year.
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strer gthen secunty for their patrons in

Portland, Malm: s most populous gay com- .

mumty

ney General and Director of Public Pro-

_and son who appeared a inﬂe too intimate
- for the two assailants. '

fsauit may or may not quahfy as a pro
_ecutable offense against a minority pers

ful

Ste,phan Wessier,AssxstantAttor- '

tection - Civil Rights Unit, pointed out that
30% of all biased crime incidents reported
are from gays and lesbians. He also noted
that of 15 or 20 cases that had gone totrial,
all but one had been decided in favor of
the victim. That one exception was a ho-

‘mophobic assault on a heterosexual father  mophobic abuse which they discounted

. Verbal hatassment, stalkmg, break-
ing and entering, property damage or as-

’tradmﬂnally cvxdenced certain forms of
According to Det. Lt. Mark Dion, how-  harassment, even physxcal encounters as

ev ’"‘Suclirepox_ﬁng,even ifonlyan anony-
outline of the incident may beuse- He
stopping a habitual offender. Dmn:;
‘kel’llphaSlzed that homophobic graﬁ“m, mi-

officer’s name may be obtamed from

pollce department of each town or fi _
the Attorney General’s Office, State
House Station 6, Augusta, ME 04333.
After a poll of the bar owners re-
vealed that none of them felt there were
any harassment problems, probing ques-
tions from officials as to the odd response
revealed that owners, just as many gays
and lesbians, had accepted a level of ho-

out of hand. Damage to vehicles, verbal
assaults, even stalking were listed by the
owners as “acceptable” incidents. v

Assistant Attomey General Wessler .
noted that different minority gmups had

m or as an inquiry from the Attorney '
ral’s office as aresult of reports from
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cal state representatives were present.
Saxl accused CMF of trying to ursurp
the power of the legislature, as well as
prevent the legislature from passing laws
appropriately protecting all citizens.

Faircloth pointed to the bi-partisan
scope of opposition to “this type of pro-
posal which increases hate and increases
the possibilities of crime.” He added,
“My concern is that this type of proposal
is in contradiction to the character of the
State of Maine.”

The potential economic ramifica-
tions of this referendum once again came
up as Faircloth remarked, “It doesn’t
help the business climate of the state of
Maine. We live in a free market
economy, which I believe in very
strongly, . . . if we’re to allow people to
fire others for factors that are totally
unrelated to their work performance or
quality of their work then that is bad for
the free market system.

“If someone is afraid to come for-
ward when they are discriminated
against, and because they have been the
subject of a hate crime are fearful that
they will be evicted from their homes,
or lose their job because of something
unrelated to their tenancy or work per-
formance, that is wrong and that is bad
for a free market, capitalist system. . .

Therefore, I think that those who want
Maine to have a growing economy and
want Maine to have a continuing low crime
rate will oppose this type of proposal.”

“I am here because I am the female
head of a household that lives in Maine,
and I am part of a concerned Maine fam-
ily,” said Judy Harrison. She continued,
“But I am not concemed about the things
Carolyn Cosby is concerned about. Ihave
a 15 year old son who spent some days,
when he was around 10, playing games
with his friends called ‘Bashing the Queer.’
I have a son who attended Middle School,
who refers to things he doesn’t like as be-
ing ‘gay’ and who checks out his friends
to see if they are ‘homos’ ... I've had
arguments with my son over the fact that I
have testified in support of civil rights and
want to extend the civil rights act to cover
sexual orientation.”

Harrison went on to express her con-
cern about the mixed messages we are
sending to our children. “I think what we
are saying to our kids is, “Well, you can
discriminate over here, but you can’t throw
people off a bridge . . .I don’t want my
Kids to grow up in a place where they hear
that. I want my kids to grow up in a place
where the message is, ‘It’s not OK to dis-
criminate against anyone because of who
they are.” And that’s why I'm here. Ialso

want to send a message to the public that
not every female who is in a traditional
family is a member of or supporter of this
referendum.”

EPM/Bangor co-chair, Jeanine
Crockett wrapped up the press conference
with her own story of having witnessed
signature-gatherers at work at a local
church. “WhatIsaw there,” said Crockett,
“‘was people signing the petition as they
entered the church before they had re-
ceived any information and without ask-
ing any questions. As I watched, I won-
dered how many realized that they were
helping to make life more difficult for their
neighbors, for their co-workers, and in
come cases, for their own family mem-
bers.

“What we will ask of the people of
Maine is that as you hear the ugly myths
and stories and false statistics, that you try
to remember who we really are. Remem-
ber that we are people living in your own
neighborhood with families, jobs and
house payments. We pay taxes. Many of
us are people who you know and trust with
your children, your health care, your
money and your legal troubles. . . Wehave
confidence that the people of Maine will
not allow Carolyn Cosby to write a law
that forces them to discriminate.” AA

1994 Maine AIDS
walk scheduled

by Winnie Weir, Editor

What better way to spend a fall day
in Maine than taking a five mile walk
around Back Cove in Portland with a
group of friends united in a common
purpose? (Chill - it’s arhetorical query!)

On Sunday, October 2nd at 1:00
pm, walkers at ten sites around the state
will begin their annual trek to raise much
needed funds to benefit five local AIDS
service organizations. They include the
AIDS Project, People with AIDS Coali-
tion, AIDS Lodging House, The
NAMES Project/Maine and Peabody
House.

The nine sites include Lewiston/
Auburn, Brunswick, Oxford Hills,
Belfast, Ellsworth, Bangor, Waterville,
Augusta, and Portland. Call your local
area AIDS organization for details as to
the specific walk route.

There will be pre-walk festivities
including entertainment by local artists,
refreshments before, during and after the
Walk, a few speeches (brief! Very brief)
and grand prizes for the top fund rais-
ers.

The Maine AIDS Walk-Portland is
a five mile walk coordinated by the
Maine AIDS Alliance and local AIDS
service organizations to benefit HIV/
AIDS education and care in central and
southern Maine. The proceeds will be
used by local organizations for direct
care, support and education. HIV/AIDS
affects all Maine citizens. It’s impor-
tant that we all work together in the
battle against HIV/AIDS in Maine.

You can help by volunteering to
walk and then getting as many sponsors
as you can. Don’t overlook family, co-
workers, friends. Registration and do-
nor/pledge sheets are included with this
copy of CPR and additional copies can
be obtained from TAP or other AIDS ser-
vice organizations. You can also photo
copy them for wider distribution. Each
person who pre-registers by September
15th will receive a free, commemorative
Maine AIDS Walk t-shirt. If you are able
torecruit a whole team, your t-shirts will
have your team name printed on the back
and you will be in the running for prizes
to be awarded to the team raising the
most money.

This effort is looking to raise be-
tween $75,000 and $100,000. Walkers
are being encouraged to set a goal of
raising $100. At $10 a sponsor that’s
only 10 sponsors. Think aboutit...a
fall day in Maine and a five mile stroll
with friends, hundreds of friends .
AND you get to feel good about your-
self for raising money for AIDS service
organizations. YES!

For more information, you can call
The AIDS Project, 774-6877. There will
be limited free parking at Cheverus High
School, (the starting point in Portland)
so car pool with other walkers.

(Ed. note: The CPR team is look-
ing for sponsors. Call 879-1342 and let
us sign you up on our pledge sheets.
Hurry, we want shirts with our names
onthem!) AA
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