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THE TRUCKS: POLICE, OWNERS, ACTIVISTS SEEi{ SOLUTION 
BY RANDY WICK£R. 

Grc<nwleb Vill>J•, N.Y.C., N.Y. "The 
trucks" are the latest wrink1e wlth the 
op0:n,air &e,t set ln West VlUage. Not that 
they're something new. For r.nany years 
small numbet5 or gays con~ated 
around the trucks parked near the water 
on West. Stree~ usine the shadowed areas 
betwten those pirll:ed Jtmmy•Hoffa,Spe-
dak and Lbe empty open vans for sexual 
UalsoM. However, during the put couple 
or yean the truck& scene he.s mu..'ih-
roomed and moved lnlJnd. ADY evening 
several hundred gays cruise and copulate 
behind and in trailers parked al- se,·eral 
different spots In the Cart.best reaches of 
w,., VIiia,•. espedally alonr WashlnJt<>n 
Street. 

Durlng lhe early rau. complaints by 
the owners of lhe trucks,. lncttas.fog rob, 
berie, and assaults on gays CrequentinC 
the trucks. threatened action on the part 
of tbe vmaa:e'!t Sixth Pft'Chtct Police and 
angry responses by New York's G.AA 
hAve broughi thlnp to a head. 

As this is belna'. written. weekly .rap 
~ons between members of the New DID McGOVERN SIDE-STEP CAY QUESTION? 
Yotk MattAchtne Society and pa.trolmen BY VICKl RtC1lMA.N and shouted Mr. ManCord down as he at-
ass:Ja:ned to I.he VlllaJe a,ea ha\•e com-
menced. Ways are beint sought to soh·e tempted to quest-ion the:n-c-andjdatc 

New York, N.Y. "Michael Maye had the Geo-• S. MeGo\·em aboul h'·aJI-...,.,.;, JOme apparently Insoluble problems. ·e • • .... '-~ 1"'-right idea,'' a McGO\'ml supporter shout- luctance to speak on t>thal[ or homosexu• 
How to eliminate tbe alJ,nlght truck fol• lies w'ithout massf\'e raids and of ed be.fore tht election as Morty Manford, als durint hi$ har:d-roucht campaign for 
thote Involved? who had uruucces&fully prosecuted the Lhe Presidency. 

Patrolma.n Hollywood, Sixt.h Precinct head or the n:rengblel'.$' union tor assault As homosexuals around the country 
o.fficer. $lid the police would ha,·e no Al• tire months earl~,; was bud.led out of a lament tbe defeat of the liberal South Oa, 
temaUve to n1jdina the trucks and arrest,.. tive,dollar-a•pl&~ campaign breii.ktast koten. tbe erobinlent toellncs toward 
i:ng everyone if the owners continued sponsored by the Labor Committee for him by gay polit1c:al 1oadtl'$ m now be-
comptaininc and no other way could be McGovern and Shriver. comln& apparent. Many gay activists reel 
round to eurb the activity. A1ost of the thou$11nd union leader'$ that the senator repeatedly reoeaed on hi$ 

On Veten,,ns O.y. (x:tober 23rd. Mat.- .seemed to apee that the younc studanL promise to spe,.k on behalf oft.heir c1vH 
taeh1ne prexy Don Goodwin and Matta• founder ot Gay People Jt Columbia had rights. but they were reluctant lo chal• 
chin& membel:$ Dick Smllb, Arlhur Wam, received what he desm·ed when he wq le.nge him on his alleted betrayal so as not 
tr and 1 spent an hour and a halt tallclnc be-Jlten at the hands of New York anU~gay to appear to support bis opponent.. 

(tt'11tfnu«Jon p,ogt I// political leaders. They booed vleorously ftoweve.r, isolated Incidents between ~--------------....1-----------.l.'---~ gays and the Democratic candidate o-c-ctuted quleUy but painfully and are now 

being openty debated in the li&ht or the 
result or the election. One was Mr. Man-
ford's pre-election eontrontatton wltb Mt. 
McGovern on • street comer In Queens 
long aft.tr MJchael Maye's acquilt1I on 
chartes or havinf beaten the 1ay leader 
bad ~ivOO national publicity. 

0 When are you colnc to q,eak on fay 
civil rights?" the activist demanded in hi$ 
t.amillar no•nonse-nse aznlablllty. 

.. , aJready ha,·e," Mr. MeOo\'em an• 
swered quletJy, qutdl:ly movina on to 
greet other residents of Queens. 

Mr. Manford's later appemnce at the 
breakfast. of labor le'ade-rs was in the Bilt-
more Hot.el, but dJd lead to the blood• 
shtd thai occurred when he parUclpated 

'ln a similar disruption a~ the New York 
(conttn"6tdOn {Nlge 10) 

MINNESOTA LEGISLATORS REPLY 
TO GAY OUESTIONAIRE 

. 
OctOMr So,19: HOIIY wooo1•w" ,1n95 for tow.i-c:"o IN,tllltuoe, It MAinlUlt•n•, COM•ftlk\l•I 
a.ti\ 1nG HNltl\ Chll>. 

Mlnneapolis., Minn. Gay voters. In Minne-
sota circulated questionnaires to nearly 
all clndldate.s for the. Sutte Leci&latu~ 
and &ot favorable replies ft-om 10 D<lmo• 
crallc-Fume1-Laborit.es md one Republl• 
can. 

The replles were circulated In 1.000 
Electfon Extn. copies or the Free Vokt', a 
gay newsletur. 

"I wu a prot~~ional dancer when 
you.nc and I knew many&•>' people," r&-
olled Stal• Rep. Helen McMlll,.n or Au. 
dn, Minn. "I still correspond with a COU• 
pie of them in New York.'' 

Needless to say, hNS was one oC the 
positive responses. On)y one wu unsym, 
pathetic-Crom Barbara Sheets or Minn~ 
apolls. "God creoted roan and woman diC-
(erent ror a ,p~itlc purpose, mattnr:• 
Mrs. Sheets replied. "Ma.n can choose to 
lh·e any w•y be wants and 1t ts none or 
my business as lone as be doesn't ftaunt it 
1n my race ... If you'd keep quiet about 

your private lire, I don•t think you'd have 
any problem.,. 

The question$ dea1L with human•riChl$ 
letis.JaUon, rtpeal or sodomy laws and 
properLy Lax cqualitaLion ror rente~. 

OlMr favorable replies were received 
trom State Senator Robert Tennes.wn, 
Randy Staten, Allan Speir and Ken 
En.Jcet. aJJ of Mlnneapoll$: Elol!ie Ad.ams. 
SL Paul; KaU $ass,t\•Ule, John Milton, 
Guy Stoddard end Mlchoel Sieben, all lo 
suburban districts; and Wanda Nonnan. 
Lake Crystal, and Jon S,·ert, Moorhead. 
'Ille only Republican is Mr.s. Sassevute, a 
Ripon Society member running against a 
Repu,btiean Incumbent. 

Mixed replteS came from Staie Se:n. 
William Kirchner, suburban Minneapolis, 
aod John ffanitan, PJburban SL Paul. 

The questionnaires were malled by lhe 
Commit.tee for Equal Rifhl$. a lo0$knlt 
Twill Cities f'O•P 1h11 did lhe same lhint 
in Minneapo1i, and St. Paul city elections 
recently. @ 
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