DIARY LAYS BARE
DF RAYLAN SECRET

¥ POSED AS MAN IN ORDER TO
BLACKMAIL MOTHER FOR
BIG ESTATE.

DEEP MYSTERY CLEARED

By Finding of Woman's Life History
Which js Far Starnger Than
Any Fiction—Noted Rus-
sian "Aided Her.

Chicago, June 26—The life seoret
‘i—a plot to sccure possession 0! o
($125,000 estate— of Nicolal de Raylas,
s [for years Seeretary to the Russlan
consil ‘ot Chiecngo, who, afier mas
uerading as 4 man for 18 years, was
found aftgr death to have in‘_rll a
woman, was revealed today.

The story of her reason for starting
out on @& ecareer of decoptlon thit
proved her one ol the most accom-
plished actresses In the world and
disclosed a Ruosslon scanial that has
been hidden for years Is contained In
her dairy and ccrrespondence  whieh
is tn the possesston of Michael Feln.
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berg, 4% Uplon street, emploved In
the office of the publie administrator,
Here are the amoazing facts discloged :

1. Nieolnd deo Raylan's real name
wius Taleisky, Her Christinn name i
unknow ..

2. Bhe started on her remavkable
carver of deceplion In an o effort *o

blackmull her molher in Russia. 1t
became npeessary Lo continee her dis
gnise becpuse she was sought for
years by the Russian paliee.
Claimed to Be a Boy.

1. The ecompelling motlve of De
“|Raylan's enilre career wag an effort
|to prova that her mother had been
| masquerading her as o girl when in
reality she cluimed she was a boy.

4. The fAgure of prinelipal Import
anee in the evenls that startéd Do
Rayian in her disgulse wus thé
Constantinl  Pretroviigh  Pobeldon:
ostseff one of the moest glgantle g
utes in modern Rossian history. Pro
euratenr of the Holy Synod,

5. M. Pobledonostsef!  sought  her
for years through the secret police of
Russia to provent n geandal he having
sworn after an Interview that Nicolal
WaSs 1 man.

i, Shi made love to almost every
woman she became acquainied with,
and previous to her two marriages In
Chicago became engaged (o several,
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Raylan, knew the life secret of “Nieo:
1ai,” and recelved $15 a week over
and above living expenses {hronghout
the term of marriage, for a myster
lous parpose,

Drunkard and Gambler,

The first phnse of her [ife traced
in her fournal, many pages in which
y | Indicate that ghe was a drunkard, a
gambler and a profane roue, depicts
her as p school girl, Her mother had
placed her In a government school for
girig In Kiev, Russia, wheére the
Taletsky family home Is situated, and
betwoen the ages of 15 and 16 she was
tn graduate,

Somewhere around this period her
. imother, who had been well to do be-
| {fore, suddenly aecguired considerable
yimore wealth, The figure mentioned
|lin the dlary is 250,000 roubles (about
$125.000.)

Nieolal, the only given name hy
which De Raylan is known 1o have
been called, no feminine name Rppoear-
ing in any of her papers, discovered
the existence of this sum and became
guspicious concerning 11,

In some way she found that It had
boen seliled on her mother as (rustee
by some member of the nobjlity, 1o
1 'be conserved in the interest of
| Nieolul.
i| ‘This discovery made'the young girl
 ecurfour as to the reason for the sets
[ [tlement and caused her to wish for
' her father. ax expressed among her
[ writings, to find from him what mys-
P tery  surrounded  her origin. Her
| mother, she suys, wonld not t(ell her
- who he was,
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7. Her second “wife,” Anna De |




