Tie IRanssexual
News Telegraphb

The Magazine o Transsexual Lire

TG Artistry ©
Prison Survival
TransSisters Retro
The GID Controversy
Transsexual Diversity
Great Media Reviews
Euro Mastectomies
Transsexual Love
Cartoons & more!

Issue #7 3$5.-0_6



Retreats are
hosted within the naturally
beautiful vicinity of Ashville,
North Carolina -- the newly
emerging spiritual mecca
amid the Great Smokey
Mountains -- the oldest
mountains on the planet.

1997 Rural Retreats

Family Campout --June 13-15
Dilemmas of Bisexudlity -- June 27-29
Couples Retreat - July 11-13

Vision Quest -- August 1-4, 1997

Shamanic Practice -- October 10-11
Rainbow Spirit Convergence --
Oct. 16-19

Bed & Breakfast 1997 B & B Retreats

Bele Cher -- Asheville’'s annual
street festival -- July 25-27
Halloween -- October 31-November 2
Thanksgiving -- November 27-29

Located in Ashevilles
historic Montford
neighborhood, Kindred
Spirits Bed and Breakfast
proyides a Comfortable' Contact: Holly Boswell
and safe home away from P.O. Box 18332

home for transfolk, their Asheville, North Carolina
families & friends. ZB334 104

"We. are all longing to go home -- a place half remembered and half-
envisioned... people to whom we can speak with passion without having the
words catch in our throats... A circle of friends. Someplace where we can

be free.” --Starhawk
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GOOD NEWS:

OREGON LABOR BUREAU
PROTECTS TRANSSEXUALS
Oregon state trans activists scored a
major victory last year when the
Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industry
(BOLI) ruled that transsexuals can
seek protection under Oregon's law.
Oregon’s disability law, which is based
on the federal Rehabilitation Act of
1973, protects transsexuality as a
disability. The federal Act was
amended in 1993 to exclude transsex-
uals. Though the Oregon state law was
not been changed at that time, the
protection of transsexuals has not been
enforced until now.

But the BOLI gain may be short-
lived. In a recent development,
Associated Oregon Industries, perhaps
the most politically influential
lobbying group, introduced Senate Bill
482, a bill by Senator Derfler (R),
which would conform Oregon’s
disability law to federal law, which
excludes transsexuals. Transsexual
rights activists, including Joanna
McNamara, Margaret Deirdre O'Har-
tigan, and Candice Hellen Brown have
been visiting state legislators to lobby
against the bill in committee.

Several democratic senators have
denounced the bill as "mean spirited".
It is hoped that the bill will be killed in
committee. The overwhelmingly
Republican Senate is expected to pass
it should it make it out of committee.
The House is more evenly divided, and
several Republican Representatives in
the past have broken ranks to support
key gay and lesbian Rights bills. The
liberal Democratic Governor, a physi-
cian by training, may have to veto this
bill in order to protect Oregon's trans-
sexual workers.

6

ANOTHER OREGON VICTORY
In August 1996 Margaret O’Hartigan
won a victory against the Seattle Bi-
Women’s Network (SBWN) for
discriminating against transsexual
women in violation of Seattle’s human
rights ordinance. O’Hartigan’s charge
of discrimination was filed in January
1994 after she was denied participation
in the SBWN’s meetings. The Seattle
Human Rights Department Appeal
Panel unanimously overturned a May
1996 ruling in favor of SBWN and
remanded the original complaint back
to Seattle’s Human Rights Department
for reinvestigation. The Appeal Panel
noted that “the express grounds for the
denial [of allowing her to attend the
meetings] was [O’Hartigan’s] status as
a transsexual.”

BAD NEWS:

OREGON INFIGHTING

Last year, in a move which shocked
and angered many in the transsexual
community, activist Margaret O’Har-
tigan filed a violation of ethics
complaint with the Oregon State Bar
against transsexual attorney and fellow
activist Joanna McNamara. O’Har-
tigan accused McNamara of, among
other things, having claimed sole
responsibility for the legal argument
that ultimately swayed BOLI to
change its policy. The complaint was
quickly dismissed as groundless.

The controversy has never been
settled. The Willamette Week credited
O’Hartigan with the BOLI victory,
while Joan Stevens-Schwenger of
BOLI credits McNamara. One Port-
land activist put it this way:
"Transpeople in Oregon have been
hammering away at BOLI for years. It
was like trying to unscrew a mayon-
naise jar with a stuck lid. Everyone
helped in loosening it but Joanna was
the one who finally succeeded in
getting it off."

The problem was exacerbated when
George Eighmy, a Portland legislator,
praised Joanna at a Gay and Lesbian
Law Association affair as the person
responsible for the BOLI reversal and
Joanna (rather impoliticly) didn't
spread the credit around.

The use of aggressive tactics isn’t
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new for O’Hartigan, who is known for
her contentious and downright nasty
style of fighting. Although Margaret
works tirelessly on behalf of transsex-
uals and has scored some major
victories, she may be undermining
future successes by alienating would-
be allies, both transsexual and non.

MORE FOR LES SCORES

BIG FOR LESLIE FEINBERG

A benefit to defray some of Leslic
Feinberg’s medical costs was held in
San Francisco’s eponymous King
Street Garage on February 21, 1997.
Over $6,000 was raised . :

At first we were leery of going, "It’s
not going to be transsexual enough!"
we whined. "We're not going to know
anybody there!" This kept on until we
met dapper, sartorially resplendent
JordyJones, one of the event orga-
nizers, at the ticket window. "It’s even
better than I hoped!" he said, dashing
off and leaving us anxious to get inside
and see what he meant.

On the way, we met Marlene, a
lovely young transwoman we hadn’t
seen for over a year, who was then still
living in her birth gender. She looked
quite happy (perhaps due in part to the
striking dyke she was with?)

Once inside we were struck by the
size of the crowd. Noted gender

The winner--Duke!

outlaws Mr. Stafford and Jordy Jones
had outdone themselves. We were
even more delighted when we realized

Susan Stryker--drag king

that the turnout was almost all trans-
folk of various kinds.

We chastised ourselves for the
whining we had done earlier, which
had caused us to miss the drag king
fashion show. However, we were in
time to catch Gretchen Phillips
(formerly of the band Two Nice
Girls). In between sets the crowd was
entertained by a woman wearing only
a g-string and a nylon mesh body suit
performing on a trapeze suspended in
the middle of the garage.

The highlight of the evening was the
Drag King of San Francisco competi-
tion. Emceed by local star Elvis
Herselvis, thirteen drag Kings partici-
pated, including Soave Bolla, Big

Daddy Morgan, Rock Candy and
Genia Simmons (whose Kiss costume
included a blowtorch strap-on which
toasted marshmallows). A Joey Butta-
fuocco impersonator chug-a-lugged a
beer during the talent portion of the
show. “Fuck-in’ Joey!” Elvis Herselvis
proclaimed at the end of Mr. Butta-
fuocco’s display. “FUCK-IN’ JOEY!"
the crowd roared back.

In the end, Duke, the crowd’s

| favorite, was crowned Drag King. He

will reign until the next Drag King
contest which in trans time will occur
anywhere within the next 6 months to
3 years.

Finishing up the show was music by
lesbian icon Phranc. We were by this
time too exhausted to stay and reluc-
tantly headed home, tired but happy.

TRAVESTY OF

JUSTICE IN BOSTON

In a ludicrous verdict, a Cambridge,
Massachusetts jury ruled in May 1997
that William Palmer was guilty only of
assault and battery and not guilty of
voluntary manslaughter or murder in
the November 1995 death of male-to-
female pre-operative transsexual
woman Chanelle Pickett.

Th decision was reached despite the
fact that Chanelle had been strangled
for at least eight minutes. Several
witnesses testified that Palmer
frequently associated with trannys and
had even remarked that Chanelle was
"the best” he'd ever seen. While
Palmer testified that he had given
Chanelle "a quick jab" to the jaw to
stop her biting his finger, and then sat
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on her for 10 minutes until she calmed
down, Gabrielle, the sister of Chanelle
and also transsexual, said that "Her
face was so badly beaten, it looked like
she had been beaten by more than one
person." Palmer will be sentenced on
May 15 to not more than 2-1/2 years in
prison.

Nancy Nangeroni of Transexual
Menace said, "In this case, it looks
very much like money and homo-
phobia bought the verdict. I mean,
what does it take? Chanelle died by
strangulation in the room of this guy,
but because he had a fancy lawyer, he
got off. It speaks to the fact that being
transsexual means being less of a
person. Rich white boy kills poor black
transsexual girl, and the white boy gets
a slap on the wrist."

TG SINGER WINS

CABLE CAR AWARD
Congratulations to Veronika Klaus, a
transgendered blues singer, who won
San Francisco’s Cable Car award for
Entertainer of the Year 1997.

Entertainer Veronica Klaus



TRANSSEXUAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY RUSE

SF Bay area author and columnist Beth Elliott has written
an autobiography with a twist. Unlike some other transsex-
uals who have used ghostwriters to help craft their
autobiographies, Beth’s was written using a ghostsubject.
She claims her book, Mirrors, published by Rhino Books, is
the true story of transsexual lesbian, Geri Nettick, as told to
Beth Elliot, (who appears in the book as a trans-friendly
genetic lesbian). But Beth's many contemporaries, to whom
her transsexuality is no secret, can easily recognize Mirrors
as the story of Beth's rather unique life. Beth has been doing
readings to promote the book and has explained the absence
of Geri Nettick by claiming that Geri “likes to keep a low
profile,” and some people even claim to have met Geri,
which is impossible, since Geri doesn’t exist.

One “netizen” who has seen Beth promote her autobiog-
raphy (and fictitious non-transsexual identity) online
commented, “’I don’t know why she’s doing this, but it’s
hard not to feel violated by her dishonesty. Her gender
history isn’t the issue; I just don’t like being lied to.

You know, not long ago I read a newspaper column by
Beth in which she ridiculed preoperative transsexual
women for trying to achieve tolerance within the lesbian
community. She was real cold. Personally, I think it’s wrong
of her to play on bigotry and encourage lesbians to ostracize
a marginalized group. The fact that she won’t admit that she
is transsexual herself just adds to the sleaziness of it for me.
It's like a gay person pretending to be straight and then
lobbying straights to deny other gay people their rights.

I believe in the right to privacy, but Beth is in the public
eye by her own choice, and she uses the media to influence
people on a regular basis. If she is going to comment publi-
cally on transsexual issues, shouldn’t she at least be honest
with her readers?”

SAN FRANCISCO HUMAN RIGHTS

COMMISSION TAKES STANCE ON GID

On Tuesday, May 20, 1997, the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Advisory Committee (LGBTAC) of the San
Francisco Human Rights Commission adopted a series of
recommendations relating to transgendered youth.

After listening to a heated public debate, the committee
voted unanimously to adopted revisions proposed by
Shannon Minter, an FTM and staff attorney at the Center for
Lesbian Rights. The committee had invited public comment
in response to criticism by members of the transgendered
community that earlier recommendations had condemned
the negative role of Gender Identity Disorder (GID) diag-
noses in psychiatric abuse of Igbtg youth without addressing
the positive role of GID in allowing some transsexual youth
to obtain hormone therapy and sex reassignment surgeries.
Recommendations adopted included to "Mandate education
about the health and mental health issues of transgendered
and transsexual youth for providers receiving City funds,
and to fund public health services for trans youth, including
access to hormone therapy, while simultaneously recom-
mending that no public funds be used "on mental health
treatments or programs that use GID or any other diagnosis

to administer involuntary or unwanted counseling, psychi-
atric medication, behavior modification, or other treatment
designed to change or manipulate a youth's actual or
perceived homosexuality, bisexuality, transsexualism, or
transgenderism."

Christine Tayleur, who had been a vocal opponent of the
original recommendations, also opposed the revised version
and began shouting at the panel. After being given three
warnings to stop interrupting the proceedings, Ms. Tayleur
was escorted from the building by police officers.

TROUBLE AT GENDERPAC
In recent months the Gender Public Advocacy Coalition
(GenderPAC) has been plagued by a number of internal prob-
lems, prompting some staff and Board members, including
JoAnn Roberts, Angela Gardner, G-PAC'’s first president, and
Gary Bowen of American Boyz to resign or threaten resigna-
tion in protest. They allege that the Executive Committee has
been making decisions without the necessary approval from
the Board, that new directors have been added without input
from current Board members, and that G-PACs recent estab-
lishment of state chapters violates a compromise reached
with It's Time America!, wherein G-PAC pledged it would
work only at the national level and not enter local and state
politics, the forte of ITA with its 35 state chapters.

When contacted by TNT, both Riki Ann Wilchins and
acting President of the Board, Tony Barreto-Neto, declined
to comment on the allegations.

CALIFORNIA UNITY '97

The 11th annual IFGE convention “California Unity”
occurred from April 15-20, 1997 on the Queen Mary ocean
liner drydocked in Long Beach, California While the
convention was successful, it almost didn’t happen. It
seems the significant others and wives of the heterosexual
crossdressers (the mainstay of IFGE) were uncomfortable
sharing space with FTMs, so much so that at one point the
entire convention was almost cancelled. Only a compromise
saved the day, with the guys staying on one side of the boat
(the nicer side) while the cross-dressers had the lower decks
all to themselves. Despite this, the conference was a huge
success, with more bi-directional focus than in previous
years. It was reported to TNT that the hit of the show was a
drag queen show by FTMs.

THE HERO’S JOURNEY-
THE 3RD ANNUAL FTM CONFERENCE
The 3rd Annual FTM Conference of the Americas is
scheduled to take place in Boston, Massachusetts from
August 8-10, 1997. Registration is: $60 from July 1-31 and
$75 after August 1 and at the door, hotel and meals excluded.
The conference, subtitled ‘The Hero’s Journey’ will take
place at the Massachusetts College of Art on Huntington
Avenue. Registration begins at 6:00 p.m. with the opening
reception thereafter. Saturday workshops are scheduled
from approximately 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. while Sunday
workshops are scheduled from 10:00 am. to 4:00 p.m.
Continued on page 21
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Film Festival
Transsexuals

Steven MacIntosh and Rupert Graves in Different for Girls

hree fairly good movies about transfolk appeared at bay

area film festivals in the past year. Each one showed
insight into our lives and an awareness of transsexual/trans-
gendered reality.

Different for Girls (written by Tony Marchant, directed by
Richard Spence) from England explores a love affair between
a non-transsexual man and a transsexual woman. This movie
got off on the right foot by 1) having the transsexual woman
played by someone who actually manages to look like one
(more on that later), and who, 2) had a believable job as a writer
of greeting card verse. It was such a relief that she wasn’t cast
a s a prostitute, a football player or a glamorous supermodel!

In the story, Paul Prentice (Rupert Graves} is a motorcy-
cle messenger in London. After being knocked off his bike
by a taxi in which Kim (Steven Maclntosh) is riding,, he
recognizes her as a pal from high school. “Didn’t you used
to be ...” he asks. At first Kim denies knowing Paul but
eventually admits that she does.

Their relationship is believably portrayed as developing
gradually over time. One scene, in which Paul takes Kim to
a restaurant and proceeds to ask thoughtless questions with
complete sincerity, his heart clearly in the right place, rang
particularly true.

Paul is 34 going on 17, acting first and thinking later, and
also the kind of guy who'll stand up for what he thinks is
right. One of his stunts results in both of them being arrested.
On the way to the police station, Paul is brutally beaten by the
police and ends up charged with a serious crime. The rest of the
movie hinges on whether Kim will back Paul up in court.

One of the best things about the movie was that, while
Kim looks good, she doesn’t pass, and the film is accurate
in its portrayal of the reactions of others, whether they be
co-workers, policemen, or passersby.

Steven Mackintosh, the actor who plays Kim, is not
transsexual, so the post-op nude scene of Kim was most
likely done with special effects.

While not perfect, Different for Girls’ sympathetic and
realistic portrayal of a transsexual woman and her life is
much better than anything else on screen and definitely
worth seeing. Now we need a movie showing the same

honesty with a transsexual man!

Shinjuku Boys (directed by Kim Longinotto) presented the
lives of three onnabe (male impersonators) in Japan. Each
embodied different aspects of the gender border: Tatsu was
the closest to what Americans would call a butch lesbian,
while Gaish and Kazuki were more trans. Gaish binds while
Kazuki takes hormone injections and lives with an MTF
transsexual.

Much of the film takes place at Club Marilyn, where the
three perform for Japanese women. Each woman, as one
puts it, thinks we’re her special boyfriend. The filmmaker
portrays the public and personal life of each onnabe, but
doesn’t try to explain what role they, and Club Marilyn play
in Japanese society, with its social conformity and limiting
roles for women and men.

Living a life of gender non-conformity is never casy, yet
Gaish, Tatsu and Kazuki are shown as coping very well with
their choices. It would be interesting to see a follow-up
about the three ten years from now. One element that was
particularly appealing was the respect all three onnabe had
for each other’s personal choices. It's an attitude that
deserves to be imported.

Finally, Transsexual Menace by gay German filmmaker
Rosa von Praunheim, explores the growth of grass-roots
trans activism in the U.S., and in doing so, illuminates the
class divisions of American society. Activists are almost all
white, relatively well off, and able to attend political con-
ferences. Street transies, however, are almost all people of
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color, poor, and cannot afford the luxury of conference get-
aways. This is not to suggest that the leaders shown in this
film are racist or classist; my personal experience in talking
with them is that most of them are acutely aware of these
inequities. How the trans community responds to these
problems will determine how we will fare in the future.

TNT spoke with Rosa shortly before he returned to
Germany after a stay in San Francisco:

TNT: What initially attracted you to transsexuals as a
subject for a film?

Rosa Von Praunheim: It was when 1 heard that
organizations like Transsexual Menace existed. | wasn't
interested in doing another exploitative film about a
group. Transgender rights seems the most interesting
emancipation movement in a long time. Here were peo-
ple who were mostly seen as victims and freaks coming
out as human beings and fighting for their own rights
instead of letting other people fight for them.

TNT: How is the trans scene different in Germany?

RVP: There are a lot of organizations and while the
law is very good [in terms of rights] there is much less
self-esteem. I think there is less desire among transsexu-
als to come out openly and fight for their rights.

TNT: Why do you think that is?

RVP: | believe it's because there isn't as much of a
(grass roots) movement. In Germany, organizations are
done from above. The state or city government gives
money to a group -- an AIDS group, for example, and
says, 'Here, now you can fight.' People don't get so much
involved because they don't take it personally. It is hand-
ed to them. There is also a lot of infighting in the TS
scene in Germany because people don't have same sense
of pride.

TNT: I would think that another problem would be
that, in terms of money, that thegovernment could
always take it away again.

RVP (firmly): No, that won't happen. The state or
city, once it grants money, doesn't pull it away. It's more
because the organizing is coming from the top down
rather than the ground up.

TNT: How do German gays and lesbians see
transsexuals?

RVP: That's very difficult to say. Transsexuals are not
very noticeable except for show business. They are not
really noticed in daily life.

TNT: Transsexuals often lead desperate lives. Did
anything personally upset you while you were filming
Transsexual Menace?

RVP: No, no. It was just the oppaosite. I was very sur-
prised by how open people were-- i don't know if it was
because I was known as a filmmaker or why, but it was
a great great experience for me and still is.

TNT: What have you been doing during your stay in
Northern California?

RVP: I've been doing two films. One is a continuation of
Transsexual Menace with mostly FTMs. The other is a
film about San Francisco and will be part of a film

showing about 100 years of the queer movement. San
Francisco will be the end of the film as a view of the future.

TNT: What have been the highlights of your stay here?

RVP: What I found most impressive is the diversity in
the city. Usually people behave very similarly to gay, les-
bian and and trans scenes in other cities and countries. San
Francisco is a place where many, many different looks and
sexual interests and preferences are visible.

TNT: What were the low points?

RVP: San Francisco, as 1 observe it, is not artistical-
ly that inspiring. It's much less artistically interesting
than Los Angeles or New York. However, it is much more
politically and socially inspiring in terms of progressive
lifestyles, sex and living together. San Francisco is very
advanced, much more so than any other city I've encoun-
tered.

TNT: Has being with all these transfolk affected your
identity as a gay man in any way?

RVP: No. I learned a lot, and am very thankful to the
many people I met. It was a great learning experience.
Transgender people are more individualistic than gay
people. Gay people get into groups -- the muscle group,
for example -- and the groups are very similar to those
in other cities. Trans people are all different. Each per-
son has a different sexual expression...I like that.

The Transsexual Menace was shown on French and
German television during an entire night of transgender
programming. The film and the entire evening was very
well received by the audience.

songs include:

Litte Kandv’

Domina Nocturne, Sandy Stone

Tunes about luvsex, power exchange & other
quasi-dark, smarty-rubber philosophizin..

Little Randy mini-CD

available for $10 from Mesh Records,

PO. Box 40525,8San Francisco, CA 94140.
Be sure to write Poetry Thug on the check.
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Remembered by
Robin Podolsky

onnie Norman

was one of the

signature figures of
Los Angeles’s radi-
cal AIDS treatment-
access movement in
the 80s, a proud tran-
sy, and one of ACT
UP L.A.'s founders
and leaders. In more
than one of Los
Angeles' multitude
of queer communi-
ties, Connie and
ACT UP still stand
for the terrible and
wonderful alchemy
of the 80s; for all
that was gained
along with the lives
that were lost.

The explosion of
queer identity, the
embrace of ambigui-
ty and mutability --
the new club scene,
the reconciliations of
lesbians and gay
men, the entry into
the queer public
spotlight of trans-
gendered street fighters, leather-people, femmes and
butches -- these phenomena are linked to the wake-up
call of AIDS, to multiple reminders of our mortality and
of our collective expendability in the eyes of the
straight world.

Connie hosted southern California's first queer talk
show, Queer Radio and appeared on countless other
broadcasts. Eventually, she became a member of LIFE
AIDS Lobby, negotiating -- and building some friend-
ships -- with state and national legislators.

At one of ACT UP's overnight vigils at Country USC
hospital in 1989, Connie told a circle of new admirers:
"I'm a transy, a sex-change. That's whoIam."” Thls_wu_h
almost no support community, when the psychiatric
establishment's pressure on her sisters to invent birth-
assigned girlhoods was enormous. Before she began_to
devour theory concerning the constructedness and fluid-
ity of desire, Connie, the proud cockhound, confided to
that circle of near-strangers after someone had asked
what they took to be a question that only applied to her
pre -op experiences. "Honey, right after the surgery, I
just about stuck to women. Because, sugar, I was sore.’

As Connie became an accomplished public speaker,
she found books like Will Roscoe's The Zuni Man-

Connie Norman

Woman and Judy
Grahn's Another
Mother Tongue. She
thought hard about
how to enact, in con-
temporary ways, the
role of the Two-
Spirit, the interme-
diary between gen-
ders who also serves
to bridge other
divides in her/his
community. After
Governor Pete
Wilson's veto of
AB101, the bill that
would have pro-
tected Californians
against discrimina-
tion based on sexual
orientation, the
queer communities
of L.A. erupted and
took the streets
every night for two
solid weeks. Connie
was there, calming
people in the face of
mountedpolice,
cracking jokes on
the bullhorn. When
events culminated in
a rally in Sacramento,
Connie was featured
at the mike. She called on all the "butch lesbians, the
nellie fags anddrag queens, the leather dudes and
dudesses, the transies” to come forward and stand with
her on stage. Speaking for the ones who can't pass, the
borderwalkers, she told us, "We are your magic.” After
the Rodney King beating and subsequent uprising,
Connie spoke at the Rally in the Valley -- the only post-
uprising rally at the Simi Valley Courthouse, organized
by the Black Gay and Lesbian Leadership Forum,
GLAAD and other queers, saying, "Every time they talk
about 'looters' on TV, they'd better talk about hungry
babies and mothers taking milk and Pampers.”

As a self-taught working-class intellectual, Connie
was as proud of where she'd come from as (_)t‘ how far
she'd gone. Without fanfare or apology, Connie Norman
identified as "trailer trash.” As a teenage street queen
hustler, she'd had her face pounded into the sidewalk by
policemen who assured her that she'd "never look good
in drag again." (As usual, they were wrong.) As an adult
activist, she served as mentor and example to hundrgds
of her "Tranny babies" at L.A.'s Gay and Lesbian
Community Services Center, telling them the story of
her life and offering thoughts about pride and analyses
of context that would help them to embrace their own
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[V1}fpeon:u5T education contained
buge silences about Transgender

ISSUES.
only slightl
what I Thought 1 knew.

lives more eagerly. Before she died, Connie, who had no
advanced degrees, lectured at universities about Native
Two-Spirits and contemporary transgendered people.

Ironically, while helping those who knew her con-
front the essentialist reflexes that limited thinking about
geder, Connie was also instrumental in helping many an
L.A. ACT UPer deconstruct whatever precluded a queer
spiritual life. Many an academic came out as a witch,
partly because of her influence.

Within the Radical Faeries, Connie combined those
roles to shine in ceremonial, iconic splendor. After her
transition, demanding her place as a Two-Spirit in cir-
cles that had been limited exclusively to gay men took
all kinds of guts. To then ally with the group that invit-
ed lesbians and bi-dykes to their rituals took true clit.
And believe me, when you've danced on the beach,
beneath a full moon, with a bare-breasted, bass-voiced
red-headed MTF chanting the "Isis, Astarte, Innana"
song, you are as far outside of the
hegemonic, patriarchal-imperial-
ist father's law as you are likely
to be in this life. W} y

Connie Norman was more than JEN
a groovy, sentimental earthmoth-
er. Her deep belief in the power
of love was tempered by a
knowledge of life's rougher
edges and a sense of humor
that incorporated such knowing.
One of the stories she regaled
us with at the hospice was
about something that happened to
her when she was a small child
living in a Texas trailer park. She showed us a snapshot,
taken in those days, of herself as a ringletted, blond
cherub, calling it her "they should have had a
clue” picture.

Connie Norman was the first transgendered individ-
val with whom [ built a friendship. I believe that from
the beginning she knew, although she never said, that
my feminist education had contained some huge silences
about transgender issues and that the extent of
what [ obviously didn't know was only slightly less
appalling than what 1 thought I knew.(A condition that

What 1 didn't know was
y less appalling 1

I'm still, almost ten years later, working
to rectify.)

Connie never "confronted" me. She just con-
tinued to treat me with that inexorable kind-
ness of hers, to which almost everyone who
knew her would inevitably succumb. When
she decided that it was time, she began, very
gently, to push -- often by involving me in
situations where I was the only birth-
assigned female in the room.

During her last days, Connie continued to go
through changes. She started growing her
beard. Once she mused "You know, in a dif-
ferent world, I wouldn't have had to cut off
my dick to act as nellie as I wanted." The point wasn't
the missed dick. Connie had done well with what she
had made. The point was society had demanded an
impossible choice from Connie: male or female.

At one of the last Faerie circles I attended at her
home, the only birth-assigned female cradling between
my legs a little statue of Kali that a loving faggot placed
there, Connie led us in a chant: "Not-man, not-woman,
we are many genders; some-man, some-woman we are
many genders..."

It's hard to lose her just as life-extending drugs are
becoming realities, as the divide between gay and
trans issues is being bridged. She might say that we
had her just long enough to help accomplish those
things. Then again, she might say, "Well, if all these
assimilationist, complacent, homosexual asswipes
and all the hysterical, louse-picking, pc activists who
can't get together long enough to agree on lunch

han

you've danced beneath a pull
moon with a bare-kreasted, bass-voiced,

red-headed MTF you are as par outside
the patriarchal pather's law as you are
Likely To ke 1n this Lipe.

and all the rich closet queens and lipstick lesbians
who can't pull a painting off the wall and sell it for the
cause had managed to work just a little harder, you
might have had to endure my loud-mouth, pushy self
for another few years!"

As to her own future, Connie often insisted, she did-
n't want to come back as human anymore, or even as a
warm-blooded life-form.

She wanted to return as a star. B
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by V. Vernow /
Mukki Maulsly

hat I propose to do here is suggest some practical and

time-tested solutions to the increasingly difficult task
of remaining both physically and mentally healthy while
being a TS in prison. I myself am a totally out TS with over
a decade in a maximum security prison. Part of my coming
out process was an article I wrote on the subject for
Boston's Gay Community News. Since, as in most pris-
ons, incoming mail and publications are screened, there
can be little doubt as to my "outness".

Mother Nature herself takes a hand in our protec-
tion, at least in most cases, when we are deprived of our
hormones, especially if we are pre-operative. Our bod-
ies go through the expected changes as our hard fought
gains slip away. While this is a truly tragic event, one
that sears the soul, it must be seen as a help as well. As a
prison inmate, the faster you "disappear” into the crowd, the
safer your situation will become. On paper, every prison has
rules that are to prohibit harassment and abuse, either by
another prisoner or a staff member, but you must always
keep in mind that these rules will be administered at the
whim of the very people that may be abusing you.

Another point to consider is that, in most cases, if the
abuser is a fellow inmate, it is very likely that the staff will
"look the other way”. If the abuse leads to crippling or
death, only then will something be done about it. The most
usual action will be to transfer you to some other prison,
where your lot will probably be worse.

I do not paint this grim picture to depress the reader, but
to make it painfully clear, to rub your nose in the fact, that
prison is a truly dangerous place for the TS, who 1s a minor-
ity of a minority in prison--seen as the oddball fringe of
prisoners who are gay. If the TS happens to be a person of
color, the odds of survival drop radically, depending on the

level of racism tolerated in your particular prison. Don't fool
yourself as to how much help and support you will get from
the gays in prison. Most have all they can do to survive
themselves, and will, sadly, be happy with any respite they
may gain while you are the center of attention.

Re '11'{'1:)! 6(..71..(.01,5- suwvivels v pr:‘/,sow
If that gety thwough yowr skudly
then yowll be wuwch better

able to work towards
youwr suvival,

If you walk into prison acting like you just came from a
PRIDE weekend, prison will eat you alive. You will be
politically correct, but end up so abused and used that it will
be of little comfort to you. Reality equals survival in prison,
if you can get a handle on just how precarious your position
can and will be. If that gets through your skull, then, from
your first step into prison, you will be that much more able
to work towards your survival.

One of the classic survival steps is to attach yourself to a
"protector”, usually another inmate with enough clout or
position to protect you from abuse by other inmates. The
flip side of this is that the protector gets carte blanche 10
abuse you himself for this service. Many use this method to
minimize the number of possible abusers, feeling that this is
a lesser of several possible evils that may be in the offing.
To be honest, this may be your only way out of a bad situa-
tion. But in that same spirit of honesty, I must also point out
that, if you are coming into prison with the effects of your
hormones still evident on your body, your desirability will
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fade as these effects from the hormones fade. This will leave
you in a position where you will, in time, have to find anoth-
er protector, with a body that is less desirable. Your options
will be much more limited, and the excesses performed
upon you perhaps much more distressing. Another pitfall of
the protector system is that your protector may have other
vices, such as drugs or booze. Since you
will be a valuable asset, your services may 43
be loaned out to pay for these things. I
mention this so that you can be aware of
how it really is before you engage in such
an arrangement.

Some of us try to get placed into some
sort of solitary confinement where, hope-
fully, the abusers will not be able to reach.
This is also a workable solution for some, again depending
on your prison. In most cases, they will wait until your first
rape to place you into such an arrangement, which is why
most rapes are such group affairs: the predators know they
will probably only get the one shot at you, at least for
awhile. Once in this solitary confinement, you will have to
deal with staff members who will, in all probability, be both
homophobic and transphobic. You will also be in a position
where these biases can be more readily expressed, as there
will be few, if any, witnesses.

What seems to work best, for most of the folks like us in
prison, is to just keep our gender orientation to ourselves!!
I am not advocating that you lie about it, just that you keep
that information between you and those you trust. If your
prison does not offer a way that you can maintain your hor-
mones (most don't), then they have no reason to be privy to
your business. Flamboyant gestures or other trappings you
may have gotten used to while free will just have to go into
"storage", to be used again when free. Who and what you
are reside within the soul, and not in the external trappings.
The outer bit is the least important. What's in your heart and

prisow what'y iw youwr heart and
mind are the most oritical to preserve.

mind are what are most critical to preserve. Few, if any of us,
go to prison without warning. Use this time to your advan-
tage. As much as you can, adapt your body to the gender of
the prison that you are entering. This will enable you to enter
prison in a way that will allow you to do your time with only
the ordinary horrors to deal with, without having to worry
about being singled out for special attention. Prison will still
be a dangerous place, but much less so than otherwise.

Who and what yow are:

Another survival tool is the outside contact. This comes
straight from the tactics of Amnesty International. A person
in prison who has regular contact with friends and others on
the outside is much less likely to be harassed as the prison-
er who has no one out there. It is not that the prisoner is in
any way better regarded by the staff. It is just the simple fact

They may wait until your first rape to-place:
yow into solitary confinement. Most

apes are group affairs because the-
predatory know they will

only get one shot at yow.

that someone on the outside may get curious about the
inmate, asking questions no one wants to answer. It's just
wise policy to leave those prisoners more alone.

Another. even more important facet of having friends on
the outside is a mental one. With the suppression of the
exterior manifestations of who you are, it becomes critical
to express yourself some other way. Letiers to and from
your friends can be a wonderful way to accomplish this. It
is a forum where you can truly be yourself, among people
that care and that you can trust. Some of us amplify on this,
using art or writing, such as poetry or stories, (o express our-
selves. Some of us even write articles on the subject. We are
all different, so the level of this expression will vary from
person to person, to their individual needs.

I myself learned all of this the hard way. When [ came to
prison, I was openly gay, over six feet tall and well over
300 pounds. I had to go through years of often painful ther-
apy and self-discovery to learn who I really was. I lost
many friends when I came out. My gay friends were often
just as transphobic as my straight friends. Suicide was,
early on, an often considered option. In time, I began 10
realize that the gal I was, while unconvention-
al, had just as much right to exist as anyone. It
was not an easy transition, but it was survived
using some of the methods mentioned here,
after a lot of trial and error.

The upshot of it all is that now I am happy. at
least as much as is possible here, and remain
mentally healthy and sane. The friends I have
on the outside are genuine ones now, who know
exactly who I am. Since I'm out, if a gal nceds help or
advice, at least she can come and ask me. I do not sugarcoat
my words, but feel that at least I've been able to ease the suf-
fering, at least of the gals willing to listen. I could ask for no
more. Hopefully, some gals heading to prison will read this,
and avoid the place all together. If not, at least they will be
better prepared for their arrival

One can at least hope... B
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THE 2ND FTM CONFERNCE

BUILDING
FOR THE
FUTURE

FEFPORTED BY JAMES GREEN
FHOTOS BY JAMES LOLWEN

Three hundred eighteen registrants atiended the 2nd FTM
Conference of the Americas, held August 9-11, 1996 in
Seattle. The energy and enthusiasm was much like that
experienced at the first conference last year. Co-Chairs
Jason Cromwell, Spencer Bergstedt, David Schreier, and
Mikhail [l worked hard. along with committee
members Kory Martin-Damon, Adrian . Billy Lane,
Kai McBride, Ken Morris, Dan , Dragon Xcal-
ibur, JT -, Lee -, Dean Kotula, Kaz Susat, and
Significant Other Coordinator Sarah _ (as
well as many wonderful volunteers, including Kate Born-
stein) to put together programs and workshops that would
stimulate and educate participants. Highlights of the
opening ceremonies were a reading by Max Valerio and an
all-FTM *“fashion” show, both of which were good for
laughs and inspiration.

The highlight of the closing ceremonies were the presenta-
tion of two new community awards. The first, the Lou
Sullivan Memorial Award, given in recognition of long-
standing service to the community, was awarded to Mr.
Jude Patton, one of our leading pioneers who came out in
the 1970s and helped cstablish the sclf-help network that
exists today in the form of numerous gender community
organizations. The second, the Special Achievement
Award, given in recognition of a unique contribution to the
community, was presented to Mr. Aaron Davis, who was
the first to set up an electronic bulletin board for the FTM
community, leading to the burgeoning internet communi-
cation network of transsexual men.

In between the opening and closing events were 20
different workshops, panels, and rap sessions, 5 hours of
presentations and discussions with physicians, surgeons,
and therapists, numerous social events. These included
dining, dancing, play parties, cafe society, and an FTM art
exhibit filled with wonderful and moving photos, paint-
ings, sculpture, and mixed media pieces. When the stimuli

was too intense, ongoing videos allowed conferees to veg
out in front of the tube and catch up with the FTM-related
talk show episodes and films we hadn’t had an opportunity
to see before.

Phyllis Frye of ICTLEP (International Conference on
Transgender Law and Employment Policy) attended this
year, and was impressed by the intensity, intellect, diver-
sity, and resourcefulness of the FTM community. She told
me she had learned a great deal by coming to check out our
world, not only about us as transmen, but also about
creative ways to run a conference that would reduce costs
for participants and allow more people to attend.

Not that there weren’t problems at this conference. Men of
color were upset that the “people of color” and “fighting
racism” panels had been merged into one. These are two
distinct topics with very different focus points, and
merging them meant that no one’s needs were met. And
some female partners of FTMs were unhappy with the way
they were excluded from some of the discussions of sexu-
ality and surgery -- topics that concern them as well. I, for
one, am hopeful that people will turn their negative feel-

Conference Co-Chair Jason Cromwell
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Organizing Committee Member Billy Lane
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