! THE TAILOR MADE GIRL,

something About the Young Woman
Who Started the Mode,

It {s not generally known that Miss Johnstono
Bennett, the young woman who has met with
such succesa in the farcical sketch, “Jane,"” is the
original of the “tailor made gzirl.” It was no
paesing whim that impelled her to adopt the ent-
away coat, the mannish hat and vest, the bigh
collar and four in hand tie, for in speaking to s
reporter of the canses that led up to the striking
change in her napparel she said:

"I never could geta woman's flummery of rib-
bons and laces to look well ahout my neek and
shoulders, so I sought relief in & man's high
collar and four in hand tie. To me theore was a
dressiness in men's woar that feminine bow
knots and what nots could not spprosch. Iam
credited with being the first woman to start the
fad, but I was not conscious how far I had gone
until I next adopted the coat and vest of thellege
lords. There I paused,and sineo that tims I
have rested in my so called dres« revolution. Ex-
cept for the extreme comfort and artistic effect
‘that I realized in my vests and cutaways. I would

have discarded them and returned to the conven-
tional straight jacket styles with which I was
afflicted before. Tha storm that fashion’s votaries
raised about my ears atter my debut in vest ar-
ray took every form of misconstruction, but I
trusted to time to set me aright. I knew that
women. as & rule, are like shoeep. resdy to follow
every drift of the fashion's tide, without &
thought of the consequences to themselves. I
knew again that there were some women who
would. in their mad race after somo now style,
scramble and seratch to get to the front and lead
the pell mell, in & new chese after another craze
in apother direction. These wers my convie-
tions and I have had the satisfaction of kuowing
that they were repeatedly upheld in the mnterval.
Why, look at the latest thing my sex is ruilty
of—that appropriation of & poor man's suspend-
ers. Tomait is the ugliest iden possilile and
totslly at variance with the natty falds and
curves of the natty coat and vest. The only
alarm that the absurd suspenders now oceasion
ms is that the men will take to woaring sup-
portars in the same way. But I feel that the
leng:h of the average man's coat tails will be &
preventive against the introduction to the pub-
lic eye of his properly concealed braces. Noth-
ing was further from my mind thanthe sensation
whick my departure in costume creatad, I had
consnlted my own taste in the matter, and being
well contented with the freedom in movement
that the new attire vonehsafed me, I braved the
talk and have quite survived. Perhaps, had I
2en in private life, instead of an aetress, my fad
ight not have been noticed, and being ignored,
ight have passed away into aoblivion, anwept
nd upsung. It is fortunate for fashion's guid-
\z Spirit that it remained for o meek yonng ac-
roing a salary of only 820 & wesk to umn.
vgteal a march on it. While the whole
s amussd me right along, I haven't
of the distinetion, especislly when
'm has dragged forth tho anything |-
ique suspender from its well known




