OUR VARIETY ARTISTS.

Thelr Salaries—What an Old Man-
ager Says.

In an Interview a few days ago with one of
the best known and best posted variety man-
agers in the country we learned the amount
of weekly salaries paid to the different mem-
bers of the variety prok-lon. We give the
first place to the
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“Now, Mr. Manager,” sald our reporter, “'this
giving away of Lhe salary list will, In all
probability, cause mmnPf the boys and girls
to make a kick. Are you sure the list is cor- |
rect?”

“Yes sir, for the most part. Of course the
salaries will vary according to circumstances;
for iusiance, If @n artist 1p engaged for one |
week only, he will demnand & higher salary
than his regular one, which is supposed to
be for atwo or four weeks' engagement. Theu
agauln, the summer salary \s sbout one-half,
e VeLX . thealgo open, and
engagements are scarce; il is better to work
for half salary than none ‘at all. In other
cases artists who have a two or four weeks'
engageiment in some city for some reason will
have their dates canceied. Tuhls throws them |
vnt lu the cold, and they are generally glad to
fill in the time at & eonsiderable reduction of
sulary at some Lhealer. where, although not
aciunlly wanted, as they are probabdly govod
cards. the mansger will take them on secount
of geiing them at what be thiuks nolunp

ra
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“Who do yon consider the best of l.ha
lpecl.lty artisws?”

“Do you want me killed?™ |
“Noj; but really there must be some at lheI
top of "the lndder."”

“Of course there are, but if I should llnu
who th-y were, and they should ind out who
I was, they would double thelr salary |
snould want to make a date with them nvext
senxon 7
h"Are not & good many of thesalaries a little

ighT”

“For answer I can only say, look at the
number of mauagers who huv. Leen com-
pelled 1o go to the Poor-house.’

“What Go you think of the coming season " I

“Ii promises to be a prosperous one for good
novelly. allractio Lul w poor show wiall
stund no cuance. That time has gona by in
lurge clties. The var.ety theaters must have |
the best of artists to make the business pay, as
there mre 80 mMmuny variely combiuAalious now
on the rosd wiith first-claxs ple, glvin
mMOost excellent programimes. Lie public wil
not be tooled with an ordinury show. Big ad-
vertising may caich them the first niguf, but |
after that busiuess will take & terrivie
tamble.”

“Lel me give your mame to this, Mr. Man- |
ﬂf‘h‘o thanks. I want to live through thp
corning season.”

“Well, g-w-dar. Many thanks for the in-
formation givon.”

“All right, oid top. The EXQUIEER boys nre
ll'ﬁ)’l welcowe Lo any news that 1 cau give
them.” I



