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PRISONERS' LABOR UNION 
STRUGGLES ON ! 

present the prisoners at the public hearings. Nearly six months ago, after months of 
Again the Prison authorities insist that the struggle, prisoners at the State prisons at 
Employment Commission has no jurisdiction Jackson and Marquette, united and formed --- over prisoners and the subpoenas are invalid. the Prisoners' Labor Union. The Union -~~-

What the State and the Department of drew up a constitution and went about to 
Corrections is doing is throwing every road-legally and peacefully organize itself. Their 
block they can dredge up from the depths Constitution states that their purpose is "to 
of their perverted minds in the way of these seek through peaceful and lawful means, 

-;,i:11-.. iac-· men who are struggling to peacefully c_hange a) To improve the conditions of its 
the barbaric conditions they must live and members; ,-,.~,_ ~!!l[i!!:~ work under for many years of their lives. The b) To equalize to the fullest extent pos-
State is insistent that this matter not be re• sible the rights, privileges, and pro-
solved in a legal manner, they are frustrating tections of prison labor with those of ■■■■■•••■■■II• every legal attempt by prisoners to better free labor everywhere; 
their condition in the joint and to better c) To advance the economic, political, Lawyers Ed Keller and Ned Smokier, John Sinclair from the Rainbow prepare themselves for the streets. It's im-social and cultural interest of the People's Party, and Sister Connie McConnohie, a former DeHoCo prison- possible for prisoners to save any money prisoners at the State Prison(s). er, speak at a press conference sponsored by the Michigan Committee from their 35 cents a day labor, so when d) To aid in the adoption of laws and to for Prisoners' Rights in support of the Prisoners' Labor Union. they are released many have no means of secure compliance with existing laws, ff be th M. higan economic survival and are often forced into restraining the Department of Corruptions that they be cal led o cause e ic local, national, international, for the R 1 • c · ·on had no activity that soon brings them back to from Using tabor busting tactics of terror- Employment e at1ons omm1ss1 economic and social welfare of all 

h o t prison ism and mental torture. jurisdiction in the case because t e epar • • prisoners." 
ment of Corruptions does not "employ" The supression of the Union by the De-This righteous attempt by prisoners to Public hearings were set for Sept. 12, in prisoners, that no employer/employee re- partment of Corrections has even gone out-organize themselves, and to move in a or- Jackson, but even before the hearings could lationship exists. Brother Farmer responded side the prison now. The SUN has been ganized and disciplined manner to resolve go down the State started using its power by pointing out State laws that provide for banned from Michigan Prisons, the reason their just grievances and present legitimate to intimidate and coerce the principle the employment of prisoners by the State. given was that the SUN was "inflammatory" demands to prison administrators and legi- parties. Gus Harrison, former Master of the Prisoners are paid wages (354' a day), they i~ ~t~ reporting the Union's organizaing a?-slatures, has been met with the full wrath Dept. of Corruptions told Larry Farmer, have production quotas, overtime for Sun- t1v1t1es: ~hat the_y meant was that th~ prison and fury of the prison administration and the attorney for the Prisoners' Labor Union, day, they have foremen, they work in authorities were infla~d because prisoners state Machine. that Harrison would do all he could to get factories and shops and farms, making mops, would move to organize themselves, and Prisoner organizers have been transferred Farmer ~is-b~rred. The State Attorney brooms, state road signs, mattresses, they are inflam~d because people on _the from Jackson to the wilderness north of General ~ office sent a very violent and clothing, license plates and literally thous- street ~r~ sh_owmg supP?rt of the Un1o_n. If Marquette's maximum security prison, threatening letter to Shlomo Sperka, the ands of other products that are essential to the writing in the SUN inflames the prison-others have been shipped to far off and out hearing officer, demanding that the hearings the functioning and economy of the State. ers, so much the better, we hope to inflame of the way camps and farms around the be called off. Sperka decided to go ahead with the hearings.prisoners, inflame them in such a way that state to make communications between In the hearings the State was represented The prisoners had supeonaed Robert Brown they will have the strength and the courage Union members nearly impossible. Still by Assistant Attorney General Mullaney, Jr., Deputy Director of the Department of to unite and struggle even harder to organize more have been locked in segregation or the same Mullaney who represented the Corruptions, as well as 4 or 5 other prison the Michigan Prisoners' Labor Union in the the "hole" in an attempt to intimidate State in the famous Wayne County Jail officials, their staff and guards. The prison face of the repression that's come down. other prisoners and to break the back of suit brought by prisoners that was partially officials refused to answer the subpeona and If the Labor Union gets no satisfaction the Union. Lawyers visiting Union mem- successful in reducing the population of appear at the hearings, Mullaney's argument in the Michigan Employment Relations Com-bers have been denied admittance to the the jail by nearly one-third and making was that the State did not recognize the jur- mission, the Union will go to courts to ex-prison, legal mail has been confiscated and changes that brought the jail at least up to isdiction of the ME RC in the matter and haust all legal means to have the Department censored by prison authorities. minimum standards. Mullaney was the same would not recognize the subpoena. Three of Corrections and the State of Michigan The prisoners responded to this terror- State's Attorney who was on John Sin- prisoners were subpeonaed to testify in legally recognize the Prisoners' Labor Union. ism by filing a $2,000,000-plus suit against clair's Civil Rights Suit that was brought public hearings as to the treatment of pri-the State Department of Corruptions for against the State when John was serving soners, their work, their conditions and the unfair labor practices and seeking a re- time in Jackson. unfair labor practices of the Dept. of Cor-straining order from the Federal Court Mullaney started the hearings by asking ruptions. But the Department refused to 

*MCPR is passing petitions in support of the 
PLU; write MCPR, Box 523, Ann Arbor, Ml 
48107. 

GAYS PICKET FLAME BAR 
About 35 people picketed the Flame to total freedom fro all gay people. In our emplovees. Bar, on Washington St., last Saturday night, opinion, Harvey is not meeting that respons- The leaflet concluded by saying, "Drag September 16, to protest Flame owner Har- ibility. His recent edict banning drag queens queens are among the more progressive ele­vey Blanchard's refusal to serve drag queens. grom th~ Fla~e in_di_cates that he is more i~- ments in the gay community and cannot be The people picketed, many of them carry- terested m mamtammg a closet-type e~tabllsh- treated as second-class members of that ing signs, for more than two hours. Also, a ment th~t _makes a lot of money for ~!m community. The other demands are self-leaflet explaining the reasons for the demon- th an he is'" freedom for gay people. explanatory to anyone who has spent any stration was distributed. The leaflet read: The leaflet f_urth er urg~d gay people to time in the Flame. We don't need the .l(J._ "This bar would not be here if it were come toge th er in boycotting th e Flame to Flame· the Flame needs us. Let's have our not for you and n1e. Harvey, the owner of "give Harvey a vivid reminder of how total- party ~ut in the streets tonight sisters and the Flame, has made a great deal of money ly dependent he is on our community." In brothers!" ' which came directly out of the pockets of addition to the demand for an end to all In an effort to better serve the gay com-the sisters and brothers who make up the dress restrictions, demands were made to munity, The Gav Liberation Front has gay community. We Feel that Harvey there- improve the physical environment of the fore has a great responsibility to that com- Flame by getting a dance license and provid- started a 24 -hour Gay Hotline: 761-2044. munity. This responsibility includes not on- ing room to dance and better music, and an Now, anytime day or night, both men and ly maintaining a pleasant environment with· end to all selective harassment of or discrim- women are available for information, coun-in the Flame, but also an active commitment ination against people by Harvey or other seling, referral, or if you just want to talk 
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to someone. In addition the G LF will an­
swer calls from 9-5 weekdays at 763-4186. 
G LF meetings are every Tuesday night, at 
8 pm in the 3rd floor Conference Room of 
the Michigan Union. Gay Awareness Wo­
men's Kollective meetings are every Wednes­
day at 8:30 pm at Feminist House 225 E. 
Liberty. 

The SUN supports the efforts of mem­
bers of the gay community to organize to 
end their oppression and struggle for self-de­
termination. 

NO ONE IS FREE UNTIL ALL OF 
US ARE FREE: 

POWER TO GAY PEOPLE 
POWER TO ALL PEOPLE. 
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