E RATLAN'S IRRY,

Mystery of Russian Man-Woman
Finally Solved.

FOOLED M. POBEDONOSTZEFF

Remarkable Story Revealed In Memoirs
of Ex-Secretary to Czar's Consul In
Chicago, Whose Sex Was Not Dis-
covered Until Her Death.

The life secret of Nicolal de Raylan,

for years secretary to the Russian con. |

sul at Chicago, who, after masquerad-
ing as a man for elghteen years, was
found after her death in Arizona in
December, 1906, to have been a wo-
man, has been revealed,
never bhefore published, containing lLer
reason for siarting out on a career of
deception that proved her one of the
most accomplished actresses in the
world and disclosing a Russian scan-
dal that has been hidden for years, is
contained In her diary aud private cor
respondence recently discovered by Mi-
chael Feinberg, a clerk in the law of-
fice of Garduer, Stern & Anderson of

CONVINCED THE PROCURATOR SHE WAS
TELLING THE TRUTH.

Chicago, attorneys for James Reddick,

publie administrator. Most of the doe-

uments and ail of the diary are in the

Russian lanzuage

The diary and. a letter from her
mother received through a go-hetween
more thin o show De Iay
lan's real ame to have been
Taletsky. name  is  not
sghown Iy e docnments. The

diary cover wiod hetwern the v
1888 and 1 ., the )
as a refuzee in Chic

The first phase of her lite traced in
her journal, many pages of which in
dicate that she was a drunkamd, a gam-
bler and a profane roue, depicts her s
a schoolgirl. Her mother had placed
her in a government school for girls in

rs

roof her arrival

| Klev, Russia, where the Taletsky fam-
fly home was situated, and between
the ages of fifteen and sixteen years
[she was to gradnate.  Somewhere
{around this period her miother, who had
been well to do before, suddenly ac-
, quired 250,000 rubles (about £125.0004,

| Nicolal discovered the existence of
this sum and became suspicious con-
cerning it. In some way she found

’(hm it had been settled on her mother |

| a8 trustee by some member of the no-
{ bility, to Le couserved In the interest
of Nicolai. This discovery made the
Fyoung girl curious as to the reasons for
the settlement and caused her to wish
for her father, to find from him what
| mystery surrounded her origin. Nico-
ilal writes of varlous interviews with
lher mother, In which the latter refused
to give information,

As the time of the graduation from
the girls' school drew near the girl con-

| her mother to pay her a considerable
lsum of money or at least to divulge
‘the information she sought so eagerly,
*or both. She had her inspiration in two
| statutes of Russia, one making it a
crime, punishable by imprisonment, to
galn entrance by any means for a hoy
Into a «irls’ school. The other was the
law regulating compulsory military
service, which made it a serious erime
 to hide the sex of a male child.

The completeness of detail with
which the sixteen-year-old girl sot
about to prove herself a boy shows
her to have possessed originality and
imagination to the point of enius.
No detail was left uncompleted.  Be-

fore she made known to any one her |

purpose she made final and convincing
| arrangements to provide for evidence
Hin ease her sex was questioned,
| She had heen watehed over from ear-
Iy chilidhood by a French governess,
Louise Ratone, about nine years her
senior, Affecting to take her gov-
erness Into her confidence, she said.
according to the diary:

“Louise, you've seen me in the house
here posing as a girl, when in fact all
the time I have been a boy., The pur-
pose of my mother in diszuising me in
this way was to procure this money
that has come to her."

She convinced Lonise of the truth of
her statement, and they entered into a
compact, according to the diary, to
leave Kiev together and enter on a
campalgn the purpose of which should
be to force the mother to give up the
information and the money. Nicolai
told the governess she long had heen
secretly In love with her and would
marry her as soon as the money was
obtalnal.

The preparation for the assuming of
male disguise consumed about twe
years, and the actual ocenrrences be-
gan to take place In 1802, It was ap-
parently in 1891 that TLouise Ratone,
after the two givls had hoon at 8t, Pe-
tershurg o short time, wrate a letter to
the late M. Pobedonostzeff telling him
the chiof facts of Nicol tleged case
and asking f ntorview,

The stites
fidentinl
wis the dictator of
Russin, took an interest in the case at
ounce and summoned Nicolal to his pal-
ace,
the end of a private interview sueceed-
ed in convinecing the procurator that
she was teiling the truth,

At the fnstance of the procurator she
swore out u complaint against her

an oand chnrehman, eon-

alviser of

otetimes callod

The story, :cel\'ml a Napoleoni¢ scheme to force |

the ezar and who !

Nieolai went there alone and at !

‘ mother in the couris of Odessa. These
| charges are now on record in Odessa,
| according to the diary. The procurator
| went to that city himself and advised
| the officiais.  Mrs. Taletsky was ar-
{ rested, preparations were made for her
| trial, and she sought the advice of one
| Plavakoy, an attorney of Kiev.

At this juncture Nicolal saw that dis-
eretion was the better part of valor
and that she would probably be landed
in prison herself if she submitted to
the medical examination necessary to
a formal hearing of the case, even
though she had fooled the procurator.
She had met in St. Petersburg a young
woman  nined  uey  Rosdorhney,
with whom she affected to fall in love,
as she did with convincing cleverness
nearly every woman she met, and
whom she conrted when Louise Ratone
wis not  arvonnd Both Nicolai and
Louise saw that the “jig was up'”
they abandoacd their plans.

Zanoey, Nt Petershury
Lieart, money  enoazh to o swart
Nieolai hov travels, aud the Later
fled to Finland, intforming Zaney and
leaving a letier for the procurator, tell-
ing him that her tilial devotion pre-

ise !

sweot

8HE GOT VERY FRIENDLY
BTEWALDESS.
vented her af tue Mst moment rrom sye

pearing against her mother; that she
Fwould flee to save the latter's name
and honor.

The case against the mothor proceed-

WITH THE

ed to trial, and the procurator was
chief witness  for the g nment.,
Louise  Ratone  also  appeared.  The

mother’s attorney produced the doctor
who hid assisted at the birth of Nico-
Ini and the Greek Catholie priest who
had christened her. They Loth testided
that they positively knew that Nicolal
wias o ogirl. The procurator tlew into a
ragze.  He said he had ocular eviden
The case was dismissed

AL Pobedonostzefl now found Wiisel
in an embarrassing and delic:
tion.  Ife had stood sponsor for Nico
lai, personally supervised the procecd

ings and we that she wuas a hoy
He wus in the humiliating  cirenm
stances of having to confess he had

| been foolad. Tl story was hushoed up
:qulckls'. bt the secret police of Russia
were placed on the trail of the fleeing

—

!

[ girl, and they tried for years to track |

fher. In
| convietlon that it would have wme
[hard with bor 1f they had caught her
and taken Loer back to Rossia, and all

through e remarkable  document
there I8 a0 pudercurrent of fear of ar
rest

a short time in Pinland,
and then, with the remainder of Za
pey's money, she fled to Antwerp after
changing Ler nie to Nicolal Konstan
tineviteh,

At Antwerp. Nicolai miet a banker
named Gittens, who gave her money
and a letter of introduction to a banker
named Wilson in Worcestor, Mass.

She became extremely friendly with
the stewnidess of the liner on which
she came to New York., The captain

and |

lof the ship giew interested in his
| strange  poisae and  became  sus-
|

picious of Nicolai's sex. e had man:
la quarre! the stewardess for
| maintaining Nicolai was a man.  Fi-
nally he mude a bet of G0 frances with
the stewirdess, the test to be made
by the captain, Ife laterviewed Nico-
lai privately and then sought out at
once the stewardess and paid the wa-
ger, admitting he had lost.

Arrived in Worcester, Nicolai talked
things over with Wilson, the baunker,
and decided she had best go to Chi-
cago., Mr. Wilson gave her a letter of
fatroduction to a French grocer whose
name is blureed in the diary,

with

Here the stranze dlary ends.  Nicolal
eventually | retary  to the
Russian oo al in Chicago,

ition for thirteen
until, overcaine Ly tuberculosis
went to Arizona. There upon her death
the nndertaker discovered hor trioe sex.

holding the po-

BABY SAILS IN SKY.

Carried Out Over Ocean by Bunch of
Toy Balloons.

With a huge stack of toy balloons
tied to her waist, Minna Moody, two
years old, daughter of J, . Moody of
Waco, Tex, was carrled out over the
sea from the veranda of a hotel at
Rockport and only rescued by George
Munafee of Denver exploding enough
of the balloons with bullets to permit
an easy descent, The tot came down
St. Joseph's island, half a mile away.

The Moodys went to Rochport recent-
ly on a vacation. Mrs. Moody was
with her daunghter on the veranda
when a peddler eame up with the bal-
loons, Minna elasped her hands In de-
light, and when she was seated in her
mother's lap the man tied the bundle
around her waist,  “Oh, what fun,
Minnal™ saill Mrs. Moody, putting the
chlld on the tloor,  Minna tried to take
a step forward, but almost instantly
she was caneht off her feot by the
straining of the Lalloons, which, driv

en by a fresh breeze, headed straight
Mrs,

for the sea Mondy amd the ped-

diary she intimated her |




