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CSUN Center for Sex Research Endorses 

2nd Congress Here in '97 
Plans for a Seco11d 111/emational Congress On 

Cro.~sdressing. Sex a11d Ce11der Issues took a step 
closer to reality last month whe n the Human 
Sexuality Education Program in the Graduate 
School of Education at the University of Pe nnsylva­
nia agreed to be the academic sponsor for the event. 
William R. Stayton, Th.D .. and JoAnn Roberts, 
Ph.D., co-chair the Steering Committee for the 
conference to be held in the late Spring of 1997. 

The overwhelming response for the first con­
gress was so positive that several members of the 
transgrndcr co111m11uity approache d Ve rn Bullough, 
Ph.D. , H. ., the organizer and co-chair of the first 
event. with the idea of holding the congress on a 
regular basis. Dr. 13ullough, while supportive of thr 
idea. did not want to bc responsible for a second or 
subsequent co11fcrence. He did, however, encour­
age thr exploration of possible sites for a second 
congress and pledged his advisory support if a 
suitable academic sponsor could be found. 

\\'hilc sti ll at the conference, many people from 
both the transgen<lc r com munity and the profes­
sional community talked openly about when and 
where a second congress might be held. Several 
people regarded the Universi ty of Pennsylvania's 
program as an exce llent choice for a sponsor and 
thal l 997 would be the best timing. JoAnn Roberts 
agreed to seek the University's cooperation. 

On Murch 17, 1995, Dr. Stayton at the request of 

Dr. Roberts proposed the congress to the faculty of 
the Human Sexuality Education Program and they 
agreed to sponsor the event. Roberts then contacted 
Dr. Bullough and James Elias, Ph.D., Executive 
Director of the Center for Sex Research al Cal State 
University at Northridge (CSUN), to inform them of 
the decision by the faculty at the university. 

In a fax on March 29, L995, Or. Bullough informed 
Roberts, "Jim [Elias] says the Cente r for Sex Research 
will be happy to co-sponsor, and endorse [the second 
congress] as our legitimate suc...-cessor ... " 

''This is au opportunity fo r both the trangender 
and professional communities to work together 
again on a project of widespread importance," says 
Robe rts. "We·d like the event co-sponsors and the 
Steering Committee to be even more eclectic: than it 
was for the first congress," she said , "\\'here it goes 
after this will be up to whoever is willing to do the 
groundwork. The re are several contenders ... 

Cooperation between the transgender and 
professional organizations will be critical to the 
success of this second congress. The TC organiza­
tions will provide both the seed funds and the 
bodies to do the behind-the-scenes work. The 
professional organi7~1tions will p rimarily be con­
cerned with the programming and review of 
submissions. 

A Call for Papers ,viii be announced late r this A.. 
year, along with other details of the event. 8 

Happy 8th Birthday Renaissance! 
1one of the fi ve co-founders of Rcnaissance in 

1937 would have belie,·ccl where the organization is 
today had son1co1w bet·11 able to foretell th<' future. 

Tliat first 111et·ti11g of 13 p1·oph· Kave· 110 hi11t at 
the impact this small group wo11ld h,l\'e 011 tlw 
tra11sge11clcr comnrnnity at large-. 

Today, He11aissance stands a~ tilt' only national 
111C'l11lJl'rsl1ip orga11i,.atio11 for all transge11clnecl 
people-. lt lias grown from a local support woup to a 

federally recognized education associatio11 with four 
chapters (soon to be five-) and seven affiliatl'S in nine 
states, and it's still growing. 

Rcnaissauc;e 111c111bcrs arc- co111111unity cont ribu­
lors. too, witli members serving on the hoards of 
I FC E, Outrcnd1 Institute, AEG IS, and Tri-Ess. 

So, a Bronx cheer to those who thought 11c nais­
sancc· was just a "llash in tlit' pan .. and congrutula­
tions to .ill Renaissance members on your birthday. 
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(Q Chapter & Affiliate Information ~ 

Delaware 
\Vilmington, Delaware: rnet'ts set~md 

Saturdayofeach month . W1ite fnrinfoto: PO 
Box 56.56, Wil-rnin~on. D E 19808 or call 
302-995-1396. 

Maryland 
A chapter is formin)( i11 the Baltimore• 

area. Watch for more informat ion. 

New Jersey 

South Je rsey/Shore Arca: \\'rite Rl'­
n.tissanc.-e South Jersey. Box 189. !\·lays Land­
ing, NJ. 083.30. M Pt·ls llrst Saturday of the 
month at the Atlantic Mental Hea lth Center, 
2002 Blac k Horse Pih.', Mc K<'<' City. Doors 
ope n 7PM. C all 609-64 J-3782 for clctaib. 

Pennsylvania 

G,·catcr Philadelphia: \\'rite Renais­
sance GPC, 987 Old Eagle Sehool Rd., Suit<· 
719. \\\ 1~11e. Pa. l\)()87. i\ lects thirdSaturday 
o f the month in King of Prmsia. Doors opl'n 
8 p.111. all year 'round. Call 6 I0-97.5-9l 1H for 
information. 

Lower Susquehanna Valley: \\'1ite fk ­
naissanc:c• LSV, 13ox 2 122 llarrishurg. PA 
l 7105. Meets on the first Saturday or the 
month. Call 7l7-780-l !.SV ( J.578) for loea ­
tion and times. 

Backgro111ul Papers: 

Background Papers are S 1.25 each: 
I. Myths & Misconceptions Abou t 

Cross<lressing 
2. Heasons for Mair to Female 

Crossd ressing 
3. PA RTNE RS: Spouses & 

Signjficant Others 
4. The Matte r of Children 
5 . Annotate d Bibliography 
6. T elling the Children: A 

Transsexual's Point o f View 
7. AJ OS/ HIV Safety and Ethics. 
8. Understanding Transsexualism 

Affiliates 

Georgia 
Atlanta: The A ml'rican Educational Cl'n­

de r ln l'ormation Scrvic:c (AEGIS), PO Box 
:t 3724, Decatur, <.:A :3()():J:3-0724 or call 40-1-
939-0244. Information resources. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender Explorations 
(A.G. E.). PO Box 775(i2, Atlanta. G,\ 3l~'357, 
404-939-212/l. 

Louisiana 

New Orleans ; T he Gulf Cend('r Alli­
;111 <.:l' , PO Box X702 13. N('w Orl<•ans. LA 
70187-1300. Local support group. 

New Jersey 

N. Centra l Je rsey: ~lo 11111011tli/Ol'l'an 
Trans Gcndl'r, (MOTC), wrill' PO Box/1243, 

Reel Bank, NJ 07701 or call 90fl-2HJ-909-l. 

NewYo.-k 

M:mhattan: }.letropolitan Crndl' r Net­
work (i\ lCN), writc,561 1 lu<bon St.. Box -15, 

NPw York. NY 10014 , nr call 20 1-7!•M- lfi65, 
Ext. :132. Loeal suppo rt group. 

Long Island: Nrw York C LRL & Pa,t­

ll<' rs. PO Box -t.5fi. Cl'ntl'rtac:h . ;siY 11720. 
Call 5 lfi-732-8219 lii r info. 

Oklahoma 

Central Oklahoma: Sooncrs Bellts, part 
o r tlw Central Oklahoma T rans)!C'nclcr Alli­
ancl' (COT,\ ). Contact. 11ac:hd 1111111111111 P.O. 
Box 575. 'orman, O K 7:3070. 

Siguiflcanl Ollie,· Suppo.-t 

To network with olhr r partnC:' rs of lrans­
gendcred pcoplr contact Evel)l1 Kirkland, 
PO Box 1242, Ne,,t own. Pa., 1.8940. 

Pen Pal P .. og .. am: 

If you would like to correspond w ith 
o the ; people around the country con­
tact Pe n Pa ls. care o f Maryann Ki rk­
land, PO Box l242 , 1 e wtown, Pa .. 
.18940. Maryann wi ll put you on the Pen 
Pal List a nd give you a copy o f t hat list 
so you may co r respond wi th as many 
new frie nds as yoi1 like. 
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Renaissance ~i~:~ & 

© 199--1. Rc11aissat1c(' Education Asso­
ciation, Inc., 987 Old Eagle School 
Rd., Sui te 719, \\·ayne, Pa. 19087. 
Pl1011e: 610-915-9119 

$2 pe r issuc , $ l6 pC'r yea r (12 issues). 
Back issues are ava ilable fo r $2 per 
copy plus $0.52 postage and handling. 
Send check or M.O. to the above ad­
d ress , attentio n: 13e th Marshall. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Angela Gardne r 

Contributing Editors 
Dina Amberle 
JoA1111 Roberts 

Layout 
Creative Design Services 

Dishihution 
Beth & Rachel Marshall 

Business J\lanager 
Barbara -

Art icle<, opinion pie.,.,s, und letters to the 
editor a rc a lways welcome. Idea~ for ar­
ticles and opinion pieces should be sent to 
our editoria l o ffice ca re of Rennissance, 
ro Box :'S30, 6 cnsalcm, Pa. 190%0-0:S:I0. 
Complimentary ,and irate letters to the 
editor may be se nt to tlae s>1me a ddress. 

Renaissance is a :SOl[c]f3) non-p rofit 01·ga­
niu tion providing education and suppo rt 
lo the tra.nsgcnde r community and the 
general publ ic. 

Local Calendar 
May 

G HC'n . South J <' rse.y 
6 Rm . I .SV nl<'<' ling 

I :3 Ren . O C'b war<' 
20 Re n. C PC 
27 Batto. Affi liate· 

June 
3 Rr n. South Jerser 
3 Re n. LSV meeting 

10 Re n. D elaware 
17 Ren. CPC 
24 13alto. Affi liate 

July 
I Ren. South Je rsey 
l Hen. LSV meeting 
8 Ren. Delaware 

15 He n. C PC 
22 Batto. Affi liate 



Did you notice it was a triumph for 
the trnnsgende recl at the Oscars? Oh 
yeah, the award for best costumes 
~\'ent to our very most fab favorite, The 
f\dve11t11rrs of P,isrilln, Queen ofrhe 
Desert, nnd yes the designer accepted 
the award in a d ress made entir<'I}' of 
credit cnrds and, Martin Landau col­
lected an Oscar for his work in Ed 
\\food - which was about a transves­
tite, but: the piece de resistance was 
when Arnold (Schwar1.enegger, not 
Ziffle) introduced Clint Eastwood as 
the recipient of the prestig ious Irving 
Thalbcrg Award. Why's that you ask? 
If you ha\'e been reading this column 
religiously you will recall that Mr. 
Tho.Iberg was a crossdresser. ow ain ' t 
that a hoot? They gave our biggest ma­
cho guy an award named after a sissy. 
And, he like d it. 

HAIRY SITU ATION? 

lf people who shave their heads arc 
called skinheads, does that make 
people like me, who shave their body 
hair off on a regular basis, skinboclies? 
A moot point. J only bring it up since I 
recently we nt through what most 
crossdressers d read- medical tests. 
Tests that require you to remove your 
shirt and possibly your pants. (T he 
nurse on ly had to push my pant legs 
up, but there J lay in all my stubble 
covered splendor.) The re we re just a 
few routine blood tests, so I knew my 
ann would have to be bare. The EKG 
was another matter, thoug h. ''Take of 
your shirt and wait i11 tliat roo111." \\'ell , 
he re goes. 

She never said a word. First the 
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blood tC'sts and thC' sha,·C'd arm. Then, 
the EKG room and the stubble cov­
ered body. Through it al l we chatted 
,1miably as my hands sweated. (They 
tC'nd to do that when people arC' stick­
ing needles in me.) I have no clue what 
she thought about my trimmed down 
body hair but J knew she couldn't miss 
it. Could it be, she was simply being 
what more peoplr in the world should 
work at being, civi li'l.ed? Yes, I bet 
that's it. 

It proves to me once again, people, 
for the most part, don't care what you 
do or how you dress. T hey may wonder 
about you but how will that hurt you? 
If you have to have a procedure done. 
don' t risk your health worrying about 
what the doctors or nurses may think if 
parts of you arc shaved (besides your 
face). o big deal. 

Maybe someday we'll meet again, 
that pretty blue eyed blood test woman 
and I. In some other EKC room in 
some other town. And , maybe then 1 ·11 
tell her why I go through the trouble of 
shaving my whole bod. Until then, 
we' ll always have the memories. 

OJ'SQUEEN 

I guess we all know by now that a 
man in a d ress ( with a totally inappro­
priate bow in his hair! Judge Ito, call 
the Fashion Police !) was ejected from 
the 0.J. Simpson trial back in April. 
\Vi ii 13. King, a pseudonym if I've ever 
heurd heard one (shouldn' t that be 
\Viii B. Queen) who was actually wear­
ing a pink skirt and an awful top, had 
been a spectator al thc- trial in a previ­
ous incarnation featuring swim trn11ks, 
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a necktie and I fawaiian shirt (maybe 
he's coming to the LSV Luau. Be very. 
vc1y scared!). I le has gotten in while­
wearing these outrageous outfits since 
they fill the peanut gallery by lottery. 
There·s no discrimination when it 
comes to spectators. (AJ1d \ \ 'ill B's 
taste is non-discrirninato1y , too.) 

Now. I just don' t know why we 
bother. J mean. he re we are, tryi ng to 
make a place ror ourselves in sociC't)' 
that wi ll be r<'spect<'d. t1ying to bC' 
se<'n as responsible human heiugs. not 
wrirclocs and then a card carr:,in~ 
weirdo like King comes along, dresses 
badly aud gets labeled a "transvC'stite" 
by the media. rm sure he's just a dork 
who figu red he could get some jollies 
by dressing up in an amusing little out­
fit and attending the trial. \ \'ell. as a 
noted que<'n once said. "\\ '0 arc not 
amused.'' Re lllC'mber Will 8. King, ir 
you try this again. we'll hunt you do\\11 
and make you ,1ppcar on I lnrd Copy . 
1r you must try it on<' more time, be 
sure to le t people know yo11 aren't a 
transvestite. Pe rhaps n large sign on 
your back that reads, 'Tm not a trans­
vestite but J dress like one on Court 
T V" would be in order. 

SCHEMAIL 
l got a press re lease rrom the Soci­

ety or Crossdressing Hardware Engi­
neers promoting a newsletter they put 
out called SCI l EM nil . All they sent 
was a short synopsis oi the contents of 
the latest issue along with a copy of the 
cover. I wou ld have liked to have seen 
the real deal but they claimed poverty 
and said they hope d the synopsis 
would "whet" my appetite. Well . they 
are asking for $4 plus $1 for postnge 
for a copy. Looking at the sketch of the 
conte nts, it seems like it might be 
worth it. 1 f you have nn insatiable de­
sire to read all you can about the trans­
gendered community and you like yo,ir 
information presented in a sawy and 
irreverent manner, read my column! 
Oops, J mean get in touch with the 
publisher of SCI I EMail and check it 
out. anc.:y R. Nangeroni is the perpe­
trator and she can be renched by 
phone at 617- and by E-mail: 

conlinuec/ 11e.tl ,,age 
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News Beat ... 
■@world.std.com. Just what wr 
need, another wacky transgender 
newsletter. The cover page says, 
"Something vaguely resembling Trans­
gender \Vit, Wisdom, & Politics." \Vith a 
header like that, all I can say is welcome 
aboard. The more the merrier. 

STOP THE PRESSES, 
ITS A MAN IN A DRESS! 

We really are popping up every­
where and not just in newsletters and 
'zines. Esqttire did a twelve page story 
in their April issue on the transgcnder 
trend. Ifs a pretty comprcl1ensivr joh. 
covering such diverse people in the 
transgender community as Las Vcgas 
I3arbie Jalma Steele to legal eagl<' 
Phyllis Randolph Frye . 

Jahna was featurcd in a sidebar to 
the main story. with enough photos in­
cluded to keep any reel blooded 
femmophile happy. Boy, does that 
woman look good! I'd take her homr 
to mom. She told of how she had nev('r 
fel t likr a man and hn<l rC' rnaiued a vir­
gin unti l after her surge1y She also 
stated that in order to maintain hc-r 
beauty she has to take estrogen evc~· 
day. ( She has lived as a \\'Oman sincc 
the age of 17. You can't start latC' and 
look that good.) 

ln the main stor) ' a TS nam<>cl 
Martine Rothblatt said that since she 
had surgery she doesn't have to take 
hormones. Now, who is right'? \ \'hen in 
doubt, go with the showgirl. Jahnu is 

Since /969! 

correct in saying she must take- hor­
mones. tvlartine was c-ither mis­
quoted or doesn't understand that 
with the testes removed you· rr not 
getting big splashes or testosterone 
but you have no ovaries producing 
estrogen. A hormone supplement is 
necessary to maintai n the blush of 
youth and femininity. 

Of course the two women have 
completely dirf erent backgrounds: 
Jahna always felt like a woman and 
never felt like a male. Martine spent 
half her life as a male an<l claimed to 
have been a "regular guy." She made a 
decision to spend the srconcl half of 
her life ,ts a female when shc- found 
l1ersclf spending more and more time 
crossdressed. Could shf' he- trans­
gcndere<l, not transsexual? Head the: 
article and you drcidc. 

It's a well rounded treatment of the 
transgencler phenomeuon and worth 
reading. I found it in m~' local library. 

At my local nrwsstand I picked up a 
copy of Details, it was their ~lay Sex 
issue and I bought it for the articles. 
r\ctuall)' J bought it. sincc, in Ill)' ca­
pacit~· as Co-Dirretor of Outreach for 
Hc-naissance 1 \\'as contac:tc-d by two rC'­
portcrs from thC' magazine- asking for 
information about fiC'11aissanc.·C' and thC' 
dragseenc in Phi ladelphia. 1 was prc­
pared to be quoted and gave' them the 
best sound b)tes and PR sp«?ak I could 
muster, but as far as r can tell from pe­
rusing the mag closl'iy. paying particu­
lar attention to the hot photos of Traci 
Lords (another woman I'd take home 
to mom, but mom wou ld throw us 
out.). 1 could not find any info on 

trnnsgc-ndr rcd fo lks rxcc>pt a blnrb in 
th<>ir Global Affairs scction on the SF 
transgcnclrr rights law. (l think Ri\/& V 
scooped them on that.) They quoted 
an official who said, "Now a guy can't 
gC't a pink slip for wearing one." 

Jr J r.nd any other reference to TC 
people in Derails I'll let you know. Of 
course it may take a while. Along with 
those photos of Traci there's that ar­
ticle on Tantric sc-x and an intervie\\' 
with Brooke Shields. 

Practically at press time we got a 
notice from Mothering magazine let­
ting 11s know tliat they mentionC'd 11s 

on page 21 or their Summer 1995 is­
sue. The notice didn't say what context 
wc were prc-sentcd in but I think it's 
pretty cool to be mentioned as a re­
source for mothc-rs who may have 
transgcndcrc<l children. rll check this 
tnC'11tio11 ont and let you know what 
they had to say about Renaissance-. 

MRS. DOUBT ZAZA? 

A report has appeared in several 
publications stating that Ro bin Will­
iams . last seen in a dress as Mrs. 
Dor,bt.fir<', will return to thr feminine· 
side of thr sp<'<tn 1111 as the Zai'.a char­
acter in a remake of La Cage J\11 
Foiles. calkd Bird~ of A frat her. I 
g11css Robin (that's,; girl's name ain't 
it'?) frlt th.\! his return to wontE'n ·sat­
tirc sl1oulcl bc a trinc 111ore glamorous 
than the Douhtf1re dmdgery. 1 can't 
wail to see him in some fabulous 
gowns. And you know the boy will 
make her wild. I le just can't help him­
self. Look for high camp and I' m not 
talking about a tent on a mountain top. 

Lee's Mardi Gras Ent., Inc. 
MICHELE LACRETE, R.E. 
Californ ia Licensed 

DAY. EVENING& 
WEEKEND HOURS 

Lee G. Brewster, Preside111 

Bookstore 

56510th Ave., 2nd Floor 

New York, N.Y. 10036 

Boutique 

400 W. 14th St., 3rd fl 
New York, N.Y. 10014 

Both Stores Open Monday through Saturday! 

Hours: 12 noon - 6 pm 

(212) 947-7773 

Hours: 11 :30 - 6:30 pm 

(212) 645-1888 
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- ELECTROLYSIS -
M EOICALL Y APPROVED METI1OO OF PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAi. 

Individual. S1crilc. Di,po,ablc Probe< 

Ex pen< on F:1cc. Eyebrow<. U1k1111 L111C<, Leg< :ind 0c:trd< 
WAX ING ANO r•EOrCURES AV AILABLL; 

PROFESSIONAL ANO CONFIDF.NTrAL • FOR WO~IEN AND ~IEN 

/ {)'T, Off Ftr<I Trcmmrrrt • Sr,iwr Cithrn Dueount 

FOR FREE CONSULT ATION 
CALL: 20 1-886-8198 

JO BEYERL Y PLACE 
(off River Rond) 

EDGEWATER. NJ 07020 



His co-star will be noted Broadway 
actor Nathan Lane. (Who?) No word 
on when tl1is production will hit the 
silver screen but I'm sure it fits in well 
with other transge nder frie ndly films 
like To \Vong Foo sure to be released 
in the coming months. Put a few guys 
into drag ... now that's e ntertainment! 

HELP, I'M ORGANIZING 
AND I CAN'T GET UP 

If you're trying to get a group off 
the ground in your neck of the woods, 
and believe me the woods are loaded 
with TG people looking for support, 
then this item is for you. The IFCE 
will help you reach potential me mbers. 
Contact Holly Cross, c/o I FGE, PO 
Box 367, Wayland, MA 01778. Holly is 
the Mistress of the Database and Mar­
quess of the Mailing List. She will tell 
you how many copies of your pro1110-
tional mate rial she needs. You tl1en put 
your organi;,.1tional informational bro­
chures into envelopes, stamp them and 
ship them en masse to Ms. C ross. She 
will print the labels, stick the m to the 
envelopes and dispatch them through 
the US mail. This service is only open 
to not-for-profit g roups so don't tiy to 
get he r to mail out your order form for 
the' latest \\'ondN I lip Enhancer (only 
Oil <' twe nty nine ninety fivC', plus ta,~. 
Order today while supplies last!) 

By the way, in her note I lolly addC'd 
he r two cents to the Premarin discus­
sion that"s bec11 going on in News & 
Views. She said, "Premarin is ,wt the 
only one that will do the trick.'' I 
know:· Thanks for the helping hand 
for new groups and thanks for the hor-

llenaissance News & Views, Vol. 9, No. 5 

monc hint. Remember girls, Premarin 
is made by treating horses very badly. 
Whe n you were a little girl (or what­
ever), didn't you always want to ride a 
horsy? (The jodhpurs we re pre tty 
cool.) Well, these poor horses can't 
even walk. They are kept pregnant in 
pens. If you are taking hormones, ask 
your doctor for something else. 

ACTION AIDS & TG INFO 
Alive Arid Kicking, the newsletter 

for people with AIDS and Inv, in­
forms us that ActionAIDS in Philade l­
phia has published a brochure on 
AIDS information for the transgen­
dered. The cover says, "There's more 
out the re passing than you ... don't for­
get HlV/AIDS." To get a copy of the 
brochure, or several copies for your 
support group meetings, call 
ActionAIDS at 215-981-3351. 

I f you are in Philadelphia and would 
like to find out about events of interest 
to the TC c.'Om1nunity you can call the 
Transgendere cl Information Line at 
215-981-3328. Even though it is spon­
sored by ActionAIDS, you don't have 
to have to be HIV+ to call and find out 
what's happe ning. If you do have the 
vi rus and would like to attend a sup­
port groups for lllV+ transgende red 
pC'ople. check out Passages. <'very 
Thursday from six to e ight PM at 1216 
Arch Street, fourth 0oor. For more in­
formation, the number again is 21.5-
981-3351. Out of town? Don't call col­
lect. Not even with the J-8O0 Collect 
thing. They need all the cash they can 
get to continue the ir work. 

RHPS GETS CAST & VIRTUAL 

If you ·ve got a few spare bob, and 
you don't mind ordering merchandise 
from Me rry Olde England, this might 
be right up your alley ... if you like 
Frank N. Furter. (Funny thing is, my 
ex-wife loved the Rocky Horror Pic­
ture Show and I was so far in the closet 
I couldn't tell her I would have loved 
to dress up like Frank for her p1ivate 
pleasure. Ah, life.) 

Phaedra Ke lly tells us that Frankie 
is immortalized in cast porcelain. She 
says it's a "15-inch tall cold-cast porce­
lain kit." It will cost you £74.95 plus 
£2.75 postage within the U.K .. Lord 
knows what postage is to the States. 
Contact: This Island Earth, 10 Elm 
Grove, Urmston, Manchester, M31-
I I UK. lf you fancy an inte rnational 
call ring the m 11p at O-Gl-748-0491. 
Don't forget the county code, luv! 

I imagine they' ll be able to tell you 
how much shipping will be and if they 
can takC' your credit card, your card 
company will do tlm dollars to pounds 
conve rsion. Thanks for the Rocky Hor­
ror info Phaedra. 

JoA1111 Robe rts adds that fans of 
HIIPS will find a Web site dedicated 
to the flick at http://www.cs.wvu. C'du/ 
- pau I r/rhps/rl 1ps. html. 

A11d thank you gcntll' rc.1d1'rs fo r 
011cc again giving me a reason to t)pe till 
I get keyboard wrist. Ouch! \\"here's 
tliat Ac.-e bandage when l need it? 

A 

SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 
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Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11 AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 
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l~~l~lu~!Port: Inside Atlanta Action '95 
Introducing a new logo and a new 

format for programs, T • C 's 9th 
annual "Coming Togethe r-\\ orking 
Togeth r" conv ntion conv n cl in 
Atlan ta, Georgia, on March l 2, 1995. 
Ent it I cl Atlanta Act ion '95, the focus 
of this y ar·s gath ring was to motivate 
local groups to becom visibl and 
active in toda 's soci ty. To this ncl. 
th programs w r d sign d to 
develop lead rship at all I v ls of the 
community and to share succ sful 

nd avors betw n ro 1ps. 
\ ith approximat I 125 r gi ter 

participants and man local walk-ins, 
this year's conv ntion may not have­
been a financial s11ccc-ss, but it did 
achieve its obj tivc-s. Although not as 
well reprc-sent cl as at previous 
conventions, Renaissancf'·s leadership 
was ,·isihle through those represcnta­
tiv s who did attend. 

faryt nn Kirkland was appoint d t 
a full thre y art rm on IF . • ·s board 
of directors ; the r b , conti nuing 
Renaissance 's rcprcs ntation th r . 

laryann con tinues to spn•c as Pro­
gram Chair for next yc-ar·s conventi o11. 

Ali son Laing. a co- founde r of' 
R1' naissan • , was chos n as the new 
Executive Director of ff ,L. This 
pos ition became vacant by the resigna­
tion of' ~I rissa She rrill Lynn, who 
found cl th organi,~1tion. 

Th(' n w progra11 n in ~ rmat \\'HS 

introduced 011 \\ c-dn sda • with two 
all-day seminars. On • session \\'as a 
Boot Cam p for Public Speaking led hy 
Eve- Bur ·h rt who chairs IFCE's 
·0111milt for Publi • • ducat ion and 
focus d 0 11 improvi ng on ·s ability and 
confid nc wh n addr ssing th 
1rnblic. Th other session was a 
Coinmu nity "Town" Meetin wh re 

roups and ir di iduals fo us cl on how 
to build a stron 1er and mor visible 
C:0llllllllllity. 

The programs on Thursda Friday. 
and Saturcla wc-r vari cl with n ver 
more than three pro rams pre nt d 
at any one tim . A fourth room was 
availabl for "spill ov r" discussions 

from th seminars or for just conv .rsa­
tion b tween convention participants. 

Th ongrcss ofTransgend r 
Organizations (CTO) met twic durin 
the conv ntion. At I resent , th cro 
ha r pres ntativ s from I IO of the 
220 groups kn wn to xist within th 
community. Membership is xp t d 
to increase significant! because of 
outreach toward the Tri-Ess groups. 
Ann Johnson and Maryann Kirkland 
w r r - I cted to tir e offices of hair 
and S er tary r sp tivel . Lynn 
\\ alk rand Patri ·ia \\'i1 11 will shar 
the offic f i 

!any c-xcitin projects ar b .in 
und rtaken bv the cro. Th dir ·tion 
and purpos f th or ani,~1tion w re­
rewritte n to more clc-arly indicat . what 
the CTO is abo rt. Tlw new dirP ·tion 
reads: 'To facilitate communication 
and o-opcration witlrin our commu­
nity and tlr c 1111 1t111ity at large> ... Th e:> 
n w p11rpos r ads: "To promot and 

n ·ourn th xploration an I a p­
tancc of dh·ersl, rPprescntations of 
gende r iclentit~· within om communi ty 
and the c mmunity at larg : · This 
n wl~, d fin d dir ·tion ai d purp s • 
in orporatc- th prin iples c:>xpr ·sed 
in the "transg nder allianc • Plcdcrc for 

om111 1111i t •• and rc-q11ircs or a11i, .. 1-

tions to sub crib to the pledg 
without a t11ull~•. i ning the- stat I nt. 

The JTO ad ptcd . prop sal to 
·rcatc an clc ·truni • horn c- for the 

\\'o rldwiclc ge nclc-r com1111mity on the 
lnlc m c-t. ,\ c:0111 111il tec of four are 
workincr to make th i • pro1 sal a rcalit~· 
in the 1war flltmc. 

The T c-ndc·avors to expand on 
the outr ach ff orts of s v ral I ·al 
organi:r.1tions b con tactin r Ii io11s 
·on re- ati n at a 11ational I v I. 

Thcfi rst vcr TAR (Sp ·ial 
Trans nde r AchiPvement Recogni­
tion ) award was pr s 11tecl to Ms. 
Jenni~ r Richards of MAC JE C r 

lc ritorious ervi c to the ommu­
nit . This award is a ailabl to any 
organi;, .. 1tion that wishes to recognize 
an individual for dedication , nd 
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servic on a lo al level. ( ontact Ann 
Johnson or Maryann Kirkland for 
details on how to nominate a STAR.) 

n \\ ednesday night, th Trinity 
Awards w re pr s nt cl to six p opl in 
th f' transgc nd r community. This 
car's r cipi nts w rf': Dallas D .nny, 

founder and Executi Dir tor of 
A • C IS; Jam s Cre n, editor of F2M , 
th . lar st circulat cl publication for 
femal -to-mal trans nd r issu 
Laura aldw II , who l<'d IFGE's 
Strategic Plan, \ ision 2000; c ·Ii 
Feinb rg, author of Sto11 , 1311tcli Blues 
and Tm11sge11rler Libemlio11 : J\ 

M ove111e11t \Vlrosl' Ti111e llas Co111e; 

Sharon • nn Stuart , director of' the 
. l ilitary Law Project for I TLF.P; und 
I .inda P<'a • k, b urd of dir 't r 
IFGEandTR I- E . ·hai r of PICE. 

Thc- hir,hliuht of tire Convention 
occurred on Saturcla,· niuht with th 
pn's ntalion of th<' \ irginia Prince 
l .ifctin A -Iii v m<'nt ward lo 
Yv nne ,ook- Hil y, who has faithfully 
s<'n · cl IF ; t as •·financial wi,md" 
since its begi1111in . Prior to ju111pina 
aboard th I • E train. Y,·onn was 

Indiana. T la, Yvonn is making great 
strid s in strcngthcnin th<' bonds 
between the transg<'nd<· r and ga~· and 
lesbian con m11niti •. 

011 1111 la~· 11 n ing, th traditional 
IF :E fo tball was passed to the 
corwcntion host conting<'nt fr m 
\l in ncapolis, ;,.1i111 csuta. Next ~·car's 
·om·,•nlio11 will Ii 11 Id in \li1111enpoli s 
~larch 2-1, 1996 to ~lar ·h 3 1. 
I lope to sec c·, ·e1;· 11<' at 
"~I inn ,ipol is Pride• ." 

For ,tore Infonnatio ... 

Contact I FG E at PO 
Box 229, Waltham, 
MA 02154, or call 
617-899-2212. 
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PERHAPS WE CAN HELP. We've been helping people explore the limits of who they are since 
1985 with publications like Art & Illusion: A Guide to Crossdressing, Vols. 1 and 2 ($US 15 ea .), 
Coping With Crossdressing ($US 15) and the only book on feminine speech Speaking As A Woman 
($US 10) . CDS also has video publications like Basic Makeup, Dressing with Fashion and Style, and 
Ladylike Deportment. All our videos are one low price of $US30, plus $US3 shipping and handling 
each. Write, call or surf the net today for a free catalog. CDS is your information source for the 
next millennium. We' ll continue to exploit new technologies to bring you what you want. 

) (RfATIVf 0[SIGN SfRVIC[S 
Voice: 610•640•9449 fax: 610•648•0257 

P.O. Box 61263 King of Prussia PA USA 19406 

info @cdspub.com • www.cdspub.com 

7 



The strike is over and the replace­
me nt players have been banished to 
the sandlots once again. And not a 
mome nt too soo11, e-ithc r. 

I think this las t batch o f newslrtters 
fro m which I cull the it·ems fo r this 
column were w ritten hr rq ilaccmcnt 
crossdressc rs bccausc there sccmcd to 
be a dearth of intcrcsting material. 

So it' ll b e nice to have the major 
leagu e rs back at the ir wo rd proces­
sors. I can look forward to a few hits, 
some errors, maybe a wild pitc h, and 
the inevitablc- drag bunt. But 
ple ase ... 11 0 runners. 

H That's \-\/hat You Call Fun 

Tl 1e J anua1y 16 iSSlll' of Th i' Nr•ri; 
Yo rkl'r magazi11c carried a profile o f 
socialite businessman and crossdrt'SSl'r 
Ne il C argile. It's au i11t l·resting study 
of a successful 'man's man· who 
happ€'ns to c-njoy-quite ope nly-the 
thrill of public crossdrcssing. 

My interest in this a1iick· wa.s not 
the surface fac ts surroumli11g how 
"lliglt !Ieel e il" (as he is called by 
fri e nds) goes about his cross<lressing or 
his fasliion choices. The dcscriptio11s o f 
his outfits a11d the accompanying pl1oto 
is not te rribly nattc.-ing. M r. Cargile is 
a rngge<lly handsome fifty-some thing 
n1nn. As ll woman, he favors nashy, 
pe rhaps tras l1y, outfits that arc u11 re­
n1arknble exce pt in the ir brazenness. 

John Berendt, the journalist writing 
the profil e, nttcmpts to unde rstand the 
crossdrcssing phe nome non in gene ral 
and Cargilc's motivation to c rossdress 
in particular. In this rcspcct, it is an 
cxccllent basics course for the non­
crossdressing public. 
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C argile, who d0esn·t really use a 
femme n.1111t' but sometimes re fe rs to 
himsclf as Shc- r il (as in chenille) is 
pretty blunt about his motivation to 
crossdress. ·· 1r s fu11 ,"· hr repeats many 
times w he nrvrr the author tries to pin 
him clown on whv he likes to cross­
clrcss. At times, the .. fun ·· motivatiou 
seems to b e a dc fe 11s ivC' C'xplanatio n 
to ke<•p 111orc scrio 11s issues a t bay. 
The only otlw r n' ason that Carg ile 
admits fo r his 011trageously fem ininr 
c rossdrrssing is that he <' lljo~,s 
atte ntion, csprcially when he knows 
!tis a udie nce is shocked an d amusPd 
b~• !tis presence. 

\ \ "hC'11 ht· is11 ·t " ·c·aring ridiculously 
short skirts and fa11 cv \,·0111t·11's hats in 
full d rag, Sllt'-Ndl 1·11joys 111 ixi11g his 
111asc:uline and lc·mininl' wardrobes. 
The author of tlw p rofil e recou11 ts his 
ll1l'Cting with Cargile' at 1ew York"s 
T avern on the G reen rl'staurant on a 
c rowdt'd Sunday aftcrnoon-wlie rr 
Cargile showed up as his male self in a 
II U\')' cloubl(•-breastc:cl blazer and d ress 
sl1 i1-t, c:011plc-d with a 111ic ro 111ini~kirt 
and higli l1ecls. Tl1e tourists went crazy 
gawking at hi111/ lu.: r and Mr. Cargile 
\o,·ed eve~ , mi nut€' ,and snapshot, of it. 

Sh€'-Ne il isn·l a mc-rnl)(' r of any 
c rossdresser's support group. And 
mayhc- that"s a good thing be-came 
some- suppo rt groups o n w hic h I\·c 
repo rte d have dress codes against 
just the type o f outrageous fe male 
dress and ge11d er-mixi 11g o f ward­
robes in which Carg ile- does l1 is 
thing. And I'm s11rc th t' r<.' nrc som<' 
communitr lt'aclt' rs out thcrc \\'ho 
find his insis tc-ncc on having ··fun ·· ai; 
som ehow bc-nC'ath thc d ignity o f the 
··true" crossdressc r. 
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Bnt Cargile·s public antics point out 
that if crossdrc-ssing is practic<'d in a 
spirit o f opc·nnc-ss a11cl good hnmor­
rn th<'r than S<' llli-e mbarrassme nt and 
suht<' rfogr-othNs can ,1cccpt it at 
focc- value. ThC' rC'·s got to hC' more of 
a 111oth·a tion fo r all of us to c ross­
cl rC'ss than si111pl~· ·run· but IC't us not 
lw afraid to admit c rossdrrssing is 
<'njoynbl e as an e ncl in its e l r. 
So Funny I Fo1·got To Laugh 

Ifs nice to know that if l miss 
something of note in newslc>ttr rland, 
somebody ont thc- r(' will call it to my 
atte 11tion. Bonnie from the B0 11/to11 & 
Park g roup in Texas sent 11s a copy o f a 
tongue-in-ch<'ck piece> that was 
published in the 1w wslette r of the Gulf 
C <'ruler Alliancr. Unfortunate ly, I 
d on·t hav<' the name of the author o f 
this piece. which is a luck-y break for 
whOC'\'C'r he or sh(' mar Ix•. 

The artidc was in th<' fonn of a 
• ll azardous l\ la tC' rials lk porf and tlw 
ha,-.1rc.lous mate rial being analp:<'d was 
a substance called "\\'oman , .. and you 
can begin groaning now. 

T lerc' is a hriC'f sample of what was 
wri tten [ 111y co mrn1·11ts i11 brackets]: 

Disc:OVl' rc r: Dr. Ada111 H. /\ !ale 
[ Evt'n the most misogynis ti c.: c lod 
wouldn ' t claim that man ·discovcrC'd · 
woman. ] 

Physical Pro perties: Boils a t 
nothing, frecY.es w ithout reason; melts 
if given special treatment; bitter if 
iucorrcctly used; yields whe11 pn·ss1in· 
applic·d to correct points. [Tliis was 
111e 11·s magazinc'-st)'lc humor fro m the 
50's and 60's but this is 1995 ... isn·t it?] 

Cl1emical Properties: Affinity for 
gold, silver, and prrcio11s s tone~: 
ac tivity greatly inc reased by saturation 
in alcohol; may C'xplocle spontaneously 
fo r no known rc-ason ; most powe rful 
capital reducing agent known to 
civilization. (\ \ .hy waste t ime simply 
demeaning women when you can just 
insult them outright?] 

Common Uses: Highly ornamental. 
cspccially in sports cars; grC'at aid to 
rC' l,umtio n; c fl<>ctive cleaning agent. 
(AnswC'r that phone . If ifs Gloria 
AllrC'd , te ll he r w e'n-i not in.] 



Tests: Rosy pink when found in 
11.1tural state: turns green whe n placed 
beside a better specimen. [Now that 
you·v<' dug that hole, should we just 
throw the dirt in on top of you, or do 
you really think you can get out of it?] 

If tl1is supposed ly humorous piece 
was found in the American Beer 
Drinker's jo11r11al. it wouldn't be any 
funnier but maybe the context would 
make more sense. In a transgendered 
support gro11p newsle tte r. it's unfath­
omable. Are n't we trying to emulate 
wome n? Are n't we s11pposed to have a 
mor<' e mpathetic outlook on what it's 
like to be a woman in onr society? 
I 1<'11. forget all that: arcn ·t ,v<' sup­
pOs<'d to lik(> women? \ \ 'hat was the 
author thinking when he submitted 
this for publication? And which editor 
was aslr<'p at the S\\'itch whr n this 
trainload of woman-bashing tripe came 
rumbling down the tracks? 

I once wrote that our community 
nrwslc tters we re our calling cards to 
the outside world. A piece like this 
sends the wrong message to any 
inte lligent person r<'ading it. Someone 
outside the trnnsgender community 
would be rightly suspicious abo11t 011r 
s tated interest in things feminine upon 
reading something like this ite m. Let's 
br more vigilant in what we publish 
and what we arc saying about ourselves 
through our newsletters. 

[Ed. note : See the Le/lers To The 
Editor column for more on this issue.] 

Stifle Yom·self Archie 

The Mempl1is Transgende red 
Alliance puts out the newsletter 
Powder & Pearls. In the ir Fe brua1y 
issue, th<'y printed an unsigned lett<'r 
to the ed itor. Like the "humorous" 
article above, J could hardly believe 
the content of this letter appeared in 
1995. Rat her than paraphrase the 
writ<>r, I "II let his own words stand 
fo r tl 1<'msc lvPs. 

" I must protest thr apathy of this 
group \\ITGA) on the subject o f' 
l1omosrxuality ... he or she b<'gins. ··[At] 
rrccnt group mretings, thne has been 
prcsc·nt a11 ad111it tecl homosexual. As a 
crossclressc r. I ask for separation. 

'" .. . \\ 'ltile I e ngage in occasional 
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crossdressing. I do not wished to be 
confused with the homosexual." 

Our letter-writer then takes a few 
sentences to explain how hetero 
crossdressers must allay the fears of 
spouses that crossdressing partners 
may have homosexual tendencies. 

"Ladies and gentlemen, I be lieve 
there should be a11 acknowledged 
separation between the transgendered 
and the homosexual." he writes before 
signing off with this kicke r, "I agree we 
should be nice to our guest, but our 
guest should also be severely limited to 
the quantity of visits, say once, and also 
limited to our group resources. for 
rxample. our patience." 

I was waiting for his suggestion that 
the homosexual me mber be required 
to wear a pink Star or David on he r 
dress so that any new members would 
know that they were dealing with an 
··admitted homosexual. ·• 

\itTGA is an open group. not 
limited to he tero crossdrcssers, and 
anothe r uncredited me mbe r (pre­
sumably an officer) wrote a counte r­
opinion in favor of dive rsity and 
freedom within the g roup. In fact. 
the MTGA mee ts in the Memphis 
Cay and Lesbian Community 
Center , which would make the 
exclusion of homosexuals somewhat 
hypocritical. don't you think? 

Unfortunately, there are probably 
more than a few he terosexual c ross­
dressers who don't mind taking refuge 
in gay establishments because of the 
easy acceptance the re in, while secretly 
harboring the worst kinds of prejudice 
against homosexuals. 

It is true that most heterosexual 
crossdressers wish to maintain a 
distinctio n in the public's eyes 
between us and the ste reotype of gay 
drag. But we won't get sympathy 
from anyone with t\\'O brain cells to 
rub together if we ac t like Archie 
Bunke rs in high heels. 

How Dare l'ou Have Such A 
Sense Of Humor! 

The Trr111sge11derist is the newslet­
ter o f the TC I nclcpendc nce Club in 
Albany NY. A regular feature of th r. 
newsletter is a column bv a member 
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writing under the name Miss Take 
and the name of the column is 
Cotterdammen111g which I think is 
German for "Ve Are der Maste r Race". 
Anyway, the Gotterdarnmerung 
column is Miss Take's irreve rent view 
of the transgendered experience. 

In their March issue, anothe r 
regular contributor to the newsletter. 
Callan wrote to complain 
about Miss Take's less than serious 
approach to things. Yon see, Callan 

·s very serious about stuff like 
transgenderism, and usually takrs up a 
page or two of each of their newslet­
ters with her own views of things 
transg<'nderPd. He r lette r of complaint 
to Miss Take was printed in f'u ll and is 
fill ed with re ferences to learned 
studies on gender dyspltoria. complete 
with words like "gynemime tic."' All as a 
means to show the contrast betwern 
her own seriousness and Miss Takc•'s 
coverage or things like Reba Mc Entire 
meeting her drag impersonator in a 
new Nashville revue. Apparently. that 
meeting was not gynemimctic enough 
to meet Callan's stringent require ment 
for inte llectual stimulation. 

Callan closes her multisyllabic 
diatribe thus: "T r.msgender isn't a game! 
You embarrass us and ou r community 
by your frivolous attitudes!" 

J t never ceases to amaze me how 
many people wish to control all aspects 
of eve ryone else's involve ment in the 
TC community. \Ve've seen more than 
a few groups impose dress codes; there 
is the sexual orientation litmus test in 
some organizations; some havc- said J 
have no right to report on things I S€'C 

in othe r newsletters; and Callan 
- is only one of a few who think 
that a sense of humor is a dangerous 
thing. He r view is especially odd given 
the name of he r own organization: TC 
llldepe11de11ce Club. 

The re arc enough of us out ther<' to 
allow for the dive rsity of each indi­
vidual. \\' r don ·1 need to run C've1yone 
through Callan 11111111-or any~nc 
clsC'·s-c:ookie cutter. 
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.\ttention C1·ossdressers: Please let :'·om· Significant Other read this article. 

Come Out, Come Out, Wherever You Are 
by Lily (Nl' Girl!J & Partner.~) 
I am amazed at the partners and 

wives, \\"II ERE AHi.'.: TIIEY? Eac:h 
and evC'rv 111ontl1 l read a dozl'n or so 
n<'IVSIC'ttC'rs f'rom around the' c:ountrv. 
hoping and looking to Gnd an artic:le 
written by a partner. 1311t othC'r than a 
VC' l)' sC'IPc:t fc·w of us, we· somc•how 
remain. non-existant. invisible• a11cl 
silent. I nnd this silC'llC:C' clC'afC'ning! 

~I)' C' lllOtions run from sinc:crel~· r('lt 
empath_v, to downright mad at the (for 
the most part), to tal lac:k of part1wr 
participation. Onc:c again, J ask. 
\\' I I ERE ARE YOU? 

~ 1lorC' oft('n tl,an not. I ha\'l' found 
myself the only partner at a part:•, 
where most of the p<'oplc- arc marri<'d. 
1 can count on one hand tl1e 11urnlwr 
of womC'n that a1tcnded a 11on-clrcssccl 
lll('C'li t1g. ( nncl this very c:onfusing. ( f 
our partne rs wer<' into golf, or bowling. 
or t<'nnis, and we' wc-n•n·t. wouldn't ,,·c• 
take' sonw inlcrC'st in it? \\'AKE-U P 
lacliC's. Thos<' arl' hobbies ancl can 
d1a11gc with the SC'asons. 11 is C'ross­
drC"ssing is not a hobby and is here lo 
stay. Now, ,,·011ldn't it seem logical to 
le-am mor<' abont it? 

To 111ah• a point (I will 11se fktitious 
11am<'s): Just this past month. John/ 
Jenny attC'n<led a party in somconc-'s 
hornc, a party at a hote l. a board of 
dirC'ctors nwC'ting, and a non-dressed 
discussion meeting. lie says he is 
·'happily married" and his wife- acc<'pts 
l1is c:rossclressing. \VC' II then, whC'rc is 
she? Doesn't she want to know wlwr<' 
lw is going? Isn't she curious abo11t thc 
p<'ople he is spending time with? I le• 
spc>nds 3-4 nights out of the horn<' 
<',·c,y month, in places she has 11e,·C'r 
bc<'n, sharing his life with people shE" 
doesn't know. Isn't thE"r<' something 
wrong herr? \\'hen he goes homt'. how 
can he talk about where he has been, 
or who he has spoken to? I-low can she 
know and understand what is going on 
in her part,wr's life? \\ 'h<'n it's his turn 

to speak at a clisc:ussion meeting about 
his inll<'I" lceli11gs and thoughts- sh(' is 
not thC'r<' to lwar. Sl1011lcl11't what he is 
rc·V<'aling be of' morc importa11ce to hcr 
than to a11rnn<' C' lsC'? YC'I. on thC' man\' ; , 

oc:casions when Jol111/Jenny and I have 
spokc11 hr is alwa~·s prodai111ing his 
"happ~· ,narriag<' ... I c:111·1 ht'lp b111 
shak<' m,· hC'acl in bc"Wildc-rmc11t. 

I be lie',.<' a co11pl<' sho11lcl sl1ar<' their 
lh·es. :'\ow. clon·t n1is11nd<'rsland Ill<'. 
sharing does not mean suffocating. If 
om• partnN is into so111c-thi11g that tlw 
othC'r p,lrtncr is1i't- sho11ldn 't thc 
other p<'rson be• rcsponsiblc to know 
e 11011gh about it so that the•~· c:an. al tlH' 
very IC'ast, ha\'C' a con\'cr~ation con­
c:crning th<' othcr pcrsons intC'J'C'st? 
Shouldn't a co11pl<' be a team'? Doesn't 
a l<'alll work togC'thN? I low horrible 
would it lw to at!C'nd a meeti ng? ~lany 
groups <'V<'ll ha\'<' non-drc-ssing 
lll<'etings. if that's your problem. 

111 discussing this dil<'1111na with 
11ia11y p('oplc-. I have hc-ard all thc 
j11stifkations. Ew·1ything from ."\\'c 
wou Id 11.1,·e to g<'I a bahy-sittC'J' if I 
,,·<'nt'· to "If I don't go with him. 
ma~·b<' it will go awar." 

\ fay I repeat- ITS NOT COi t\C 
TO GO A \\ 'A Y! By alienating our­
sc-lves. W<' put up a wall in our re lation­
ship. E,·entually thix wall is too high 
for either partner to c:limb. 

PNsonallv I don't 11nderstand how ,1 
partnC'r c:an "tolC'rat<'" hC'r partnN·s 
croxsdrC'ssing. I low can ~·ou say you 
lo\'C' someone. and just tolC'rat<" part of 
his being'? Let's stop lwrc> for a second. 
Nowhere do<'s it say that you have to 
stay in this relationship. So w t 0 111. 

\\ 'hat arc you waiting for? A slow 
dM th. 13ut bC'fore you end it. ti1, a 
lllC'C'ting or two. Talk with another 
women. Read a book on crossclressing. 
You may bE" surprised to l<'arn that the 
·•monsters" you thought wNe at these 
mcetings are genuin<" h11man beings. 
from all walks of lilt' . 

IO 

I havc· takc-n the othN route. I a111 
very involved in all of m~· p,1rt11er·s 
<:rossdressing ,·e11t11rcs. And 110, it is 
not alwa:'S cas~·. T hcrc arc' things th.ti I 
ha,·c a ,·c•1y l1arcl lime- with. But I can 
tc-11 yon this: \\'<' arc a tPam! \\'p ,ll'C' 

('xi n:'lll<'I~, close, and have' a lot of fun 
togC'thc• r. \\ ·<· all<'nd ('\'C'rything 
togcther. and I wouldn't havC' it any 
otlwr way. \\ 'lwn there hC'conws a 
prohl<' lll, \\' l' work it out togl'IIH'r, 
"'J'og('thf'r" what a grc-at wore\! 

I 11 orclcr for a rdatic nship to 
survh'C. ~·011 r part nc r should h<' thC' 
11111nlwr Oil<' p<·rson in your lif'c. ll\011 
both fc-d this wa:·, ~·ou are a lo,·ing 
l<•,1111. and can 011I:· grow c:loscr 
tog<'lhC' r. Although I 'II bC' the first lo 
admit it's not alwa:·s casy, for the- 111ost 
part , we an• v(' ry lucky wo,nen. Om 
mcn arc gentle·. warm, loving, and ,·ci:· 
dc\'oted. Thrse arc the c:haract<' ristics 
that 111ade us fal l in love with them in 
th<' fhst plac-e. Our part11C' rs are 
<•xploring anothe r sitl<' of theniselves. 
and it's prob,1bly twice as scnry for 
the111. as it is for us. Sharc in thC'ir 
1·xperi<'nc:e. Don't IN him h<' alone or I 
can almost prom is<' yo11, yo11 will h f' 

the onC' alone in tlw end. 
I have' b<'en privileged to all<'nd 

many support discussion groups. and 
altl1011gl1 the room C'd1ocs with an 
accC'ptancc for one• anothC" r, th<' p<'opl<' 
W<' want to accC'pt 11s thC' most arc thc 
p<'opl<' \\'C' lov<". 13<' there for him. I .<wc­
hin1. Takc strength from <'acl1 othN. 
Shan' C'ach othN's f<'ars, ancl h<' a part 
of liis world. BC' a tC'am. Know that the 
road ahead will be b11mpy for both of' 
vo11. I311t, if vou hold each other's hand. 
;111d k<'<'P tl .. c· door fo r comm11nication 
opc' n, you will h<' on the winning lean 1. 

Reprintf'rl from Visions & Attit11cl<'s, 
the 11ervslet1ercif New York Girl & 
Part,wr, Box ./56, Ce11tereacl1. N Y 
l1720. N<'rv York Girl & Pnrt11er is mr 
4filial<' ,if the Re11nissn11rf' Ed11ratio11 
t\ssocint ion, I 11c. 



ueen Cushion Shoes 

~ Gorgeous Ladies Shoes 
Made on Men's Shoe Form 
in Men's Sizes 

~ Men's Sizes 7-- 14 

,.A Custom Made in France 

,.A All--leather upper and sole, 
leather & suede, beading, 
fur-trim, lace, and much, 
much more ... ! 

~ We try to accommodate 
special needs 

,.A We try to fit the hard to fit 

,..Ir Inquire about our Personal 
Listings Calendar and VHS 
Shopping 

• 

For Free Catalog: 

Call 1--800--42COMFY (26639) 
only in U.S. & Canada• 24 hrs 

(All others please call 716,876, 27 ,Hor mail in requL·sts) 

QUEEN CUSHION SHOES 
7 3 5 Delaware Road # 124 

Buffalo, NY 14223 
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JoAnn Roberts • Queen of Prussia 

" t\1<'11 . left t o themselves. rci/1 <'11 {!,11(!.<' 
i11 1·11dless cer l'111m1iol acts." 

- J.ic-k \\'11therlorcl 
911~.-,~ 

One crrc-monial a<:t ,,·c- all rc-cognize is 
the- "changing of the- guard" \\'ithin our 
i11stit11tio11s. Last 111011th this nc-wsletlc·r 
a11m11111cc-cl that ~le rissa Sherrill L\1111, 
founder of the I 11ternatio11a F ounclntion 
for C rn de r Edueation. rcsignPcl as 
IFC E's Executive D irector, lc-a\'ing th<' 
orga11ization completely, and that our 
own Alison Laing will be taking that po­
sition in the near future . Lots of peoplC' 
have been sar ing now that Mc-rissa is 
gon<' IFCE's problems arc- over. 1 ot 
necessarily so. \Vhil<' Merissa did cause 
some havoc with l FGE's image, she was 
1101 responsible for the fin tmcial difficul­
ties I FG E has found itself in O\'e r thr 
past few years. The folks responsible for 
that arc still entrenched at IFGE and 
those money problems arc not like ly to 
go away soon. But, if anyone can turn 
IFGE around, ifs Alison, providing the 
board listens to her recommendations. ----
1 gave out a WWW URL last month for 
the CDS storefront on the- Inte rnet. It 
might not have been "open" when you 
tried to visit. It should be up and run­
ning by the time you read this, so go ,·isit 
·\vww.cdspub.com .. and leave me a mes­
sage at ■■■■■@cdspub.com. 

~~,..,.. 
\\'c'vc all hrard the <>xprl:'ssion TVs 011 

!\', h111 tlib is rr•,1II\' a T\' 011 !\· ... I .c•1·i 
Strams is n11111i11g an acl 011 latc•-night 
tclc·,·i~icrn ill E11gla11cl that l1a~ tlw soc:ial 
'\vatc·lidogs" in an 11proar. Tlll' acl shm1 s 
an altrac-ti\·p hlac:k ,,urnan gPlling into a 
taxi i11 :--!c-,, York. Tll<' ta,i cl rivn gi\'C's 
tlu• lad~· a l<'n illg look 1111til slw p11ll ~ out 
:111 el!'d 1ic- ramr a•1cl hq ~im shm·ing. Tll<' 
tag li1w i~ "C:1rt li, rnw11 si11c·c· I ').'50 ... I .<·Ii 
has 110 plans to n1 11 tlH' ad ill tlH' l l. S. 
sim·c· ,,·c··rc· c·or1siclC'1Tcl c·,c·11 r1111n· 11p­
tight abm1t se~ th,111 tlw Brih. .. ...... 
1 lcrt· i11 :\ortli t\1 11C'riea . ,,·c· ha\'C' our 
own Drag k on. H11 Pa11I. who has hc·c·11 
signed as spokc•s111odel for \ l• A•C (·os­
rnctics. Frank Toskan , \l • A•C mnwr 
a11d crc•atiw• din-ctor or the· Toronto­
basc·d (.'(llll J).Ul~' said."\\'(' han· round a 
bC'antiful IX' rson who hnpp<'ns to lw, 
foot tal I. a hlac-k 111a11, a gorgeous wo111a11 
and c.:r·rtai11l~· agc·l1·ss. \\'liy not H11 Panlr 
\ \ 'C' eouldn ·t Hncl an,·onr wl10 wor<' mor<' 
makeup ,md had so much run doing it. " 
I ICY Frnnk. c:01111" to one of 011r c•wnls. 

I lot Pants <.:Olljm<'s up soml' SC'xual i111-
agcs ancl some- dC'signns arc- trying to 
bring those skimp}' shorts b,\ck. It seems 
cverv fashion atc>liC'r in Paris is stoc:k<'d 
with I l ot Pan ls. LC'avc it to the French 
to try to n' vivc a f;1shion best le ft dC'ad. ...... ~ 
ThC're are always t I 1<' jokes al>011t "large-·· 
E11ropra11 womrn , but it seems that 
some- of them arr. in fact, g<' tting larger, 
C'spctially in the waist and hips. A recent 
surYey of 10,000 German women and 
girls compared sizes to JO years ago and 
show<>d that the- ave rage waist size is 
29.92 inchc-s (up an inch) and the aver­
age hips are 39.37 inches (up an inch), 
while tllC' bust a\'c-rage was 36.22 inches. 
Sorta shoots the- ll c•l l outt,1 thC' 
Brunhilck ic:on, dorsn·1 it? 

~ly fave 111agazine, t\l/11re. ison my "hit" 
list this month for an article they p11b­
lislwd in thC'ir April issuC' , ··oudc- Looks 
I .ik<' A I .ad~•." hyVaiwssa Fril'dman. 1'1s 
FriC'clrna11 i11tC'rviC'wed SC'\'C'ral drag 

12 

q111'<·11s !'or tlU'ir 11 1akc•11p tric:ksand lips. 
In thc• art idt• Fric·d111a11 clisti11g11is l1c•s 
1'1•111alC' i111 pc•1, 011ators rrolll tra11sw stil('S 
I>_,· clc•n ni11~ tr:111s\'!·~litC'S as ..... 111('11 who 
d rc•ss a~ wo1111'11 and who look li kl' IIH 'll 

drC'ss ing as \\'01ru·n with larg<'. 111asc·111inc· 
li11ilcls. lwaw l'c·at11rc·s. and J'iq• o·cl1wk 
shadows .. . •• ~d1ilc• li·malc· imp<'rsonator, 
and dra~ q111·c·r1~ ..... lc·11cl to h.i,·c• s111all 
liOll<'S, n,w l1·at11rc·s and look lllOn' like· 
gcn<'lic 1'1·111.dc·s tl1a11 gc·1wlic· k111al1·s 
lllt'111sdn ·~ ... \\·1·11. tliis sli~ht co11lcl 1101 
go without a r<'SJ)Oll~<'. so I fir<'d oil a11 
c·1nail 111issi,·1· to the editors. Ir mu'cl likc-
10 add :, 01ir two c·c·nls. ph·ast· sc·1HI a 
rnc·ssagc· lo all11r<' r11ag(!Paol.co111. ......... 
Cur\'C'S an· I~ for tllC' nc'.x t fr,,,. sc•asons. 
thank godclc·ss. l)('sig11ers arc> l1 a11gi11g 
onto I h1' f1·111 i11 i11P ~hapt· for Fall ancl 
\\'inte r ra~hio11s. Tl ,r waist is still th<' 
locl•S or n 1ost clothing. alt hough brc•asts 
still gC't thr ir sharC' or att{'lllion. If rou·n· 
thinking of buying a flC'\1· sui t or drrss, 
hc' ltL· r get uul the Nord ic Trnck first . 
Unlrss ,·011 do11 ·1 need a NorclicTrnc;k in 
which ~-asc· I hate yo11 al readr. ----\\.(' gave' ,I M O 1A last month lo 11·s 
Time 1\111eric11 for not Sl'C'lll ing to do ,·c>1y 
much. Perhaps they're just a little- ovcr­
whC' l mC'd. I receive-cl a copy in lat<' 
/I larch ofa11 ft 's Time J\111erica ncwslct ­
tC'r date-cl January 31, 199.',. Ac.-cording to 
the nc-wsletl<'r, IT A is incorporated and 
has an Emplorc-r ldenlific.1tion Numbc-r. 
but. they say. the IHS docs not know lio,,· 
to dassify them, so thc-y' r<' still waiting 
for some- kind of fede ral exemption. 
\\'hat is not obvious to me is what, if any­
thing, has bec-n accomplished by lTA 
\\'ithout any kind of federal recognition. 
IT A "directors·· arr simply acting as pri­
vate citizens. IT A should be- directing at 
least some- of its <'fforts "inward" toward 
the- eommunity. ThC'y should be at e,·cry 
event teaching workshops 011 how to set 
11p regional ancl local lobb:ving groups. 
how to start an C' ffec:ti,·C' lr tter writin~ 
campaign, ho\\' to go about setti ng up 
appointments to 111<·c·t kgislators, and 



HOT•BUZZ 
11101'('. ThP\'. r<' 11 0 1 and ti lill \ II() war to 
build support from witliin. The re' is al 
least one !;right spot i11 tlw ITA 1111iw-rsc· 
and it SC'c- n 1s to be It ·s Ti,11<' 'fr.ms. 

lieadC'd b\' Sara D(· Palma. Sara is hosl­
i1 1g a talk-radio show i11 I lcJ11sto11 and is 
\\'O rking the• Tt·xas legislature to g<'I a 
dcx·1 1mc·nlalio11 lawpw;scd tlial \\'ill mak<· 
it e,1sirr for lransgc·ndC'risls and tra11s­
srx11als lo g(·l IC'gal cloc::11n11•11ls c::han~ed. ... ~ ...... 
T o all I hose people in tlw tg c·o111n H1nil~· 
\\'hO wish that drag queens and I rans\'C·s­
tiles who drrss l)l'o,·oc:ati\'el~· would lw­
conw invisible, I offer this quot<' by 
\ liel1:wl ~l11stnfro111 tlll' Utt. 199..J iss11<· 
of S/Ji11 magazine: " ... a ga~· man's job is 
not to represent all gays. It is to be him­
self, do his l)('sl work. a11d b<' the nnest 
pNson lie can think oL On!~· tlirn c-an he 
makr his mark and rurth1' r Ilic gayc::a11se. 
I didn't c::omc out o r 1hr dos<· t to c::on­
form, to become a well-o iled goodwill 
machine. \\·hv the fll(:k doesn·t anyone• 
ask the· suits· A re1 d you afr,1id vo11 111igh1 
be hurting the gav rnovem<'nt bec.·ausc 
)'Ou·rc so damn boring'?". ----Thr April iss11e of Esquir<' magazine car-
ried an article titled "Thc Third Sex" 
which was really about the g rowi ng 
transgc-11de r rights movement. \\'ri ter 
John Ta)'IOr inte rviewed Phyllis Frye, 
1-.l<'rissa Lynn, Yvonne Cook-Riley, Riki 
Wilchins, Martine Rothblatt, and Dallas 
Denny among others not so rccogni'.l.able 
in the community. Phyllis Frye comes off 
extremely we ll in the piece. Ove rall, 1 
1ho11ght the article was ve1)' positive and 
well-balanced. However, others did not 
feel Mr. Taylor was fair in noting his 
perceptions of transge nde r people. 
\\'ilchins, co-f'o 11ncler o f Transexual 
:Vl enacc, held a protest in front of the 
Esq ui r <' offices i11 cw York . ThP 
Rikstcr. as she calls herself, felt tlint Tay­
lor dissed Lynn and some of the other 
transsexuals mentioned in the article. l 
think thcrc· is sensitiv(' and h)1)er-se11si­
tiw a nd Hiki is hype r on this onc. ............... 
This just in fro 111 Paris ... tl1c "official" 
length for skirts is to tl1e ki1ee. \\'li ilc that 
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111a~· lw 11nc• for n•al womt' n, w<•\·e got 
to conside r kg proportion diffnenc::<'s 
ht'l\\'t'('n 111,lles and re111all's. ,\ fe111al< .. S 

legs arc- longer than a malC' or tlH· S.llll(' 

hC'ighth. So. in order to 111ak<' ~·om legs 
look longcr. your h<'tn should fall abo\'C' 
tlw k11ec·, hut not too for above. Show a 
little c::lass. not a little- ass. ----
\\'('II , yrn1 know you·re a c::rlc-brity when 
vo11 lia,·<· a \\,\'\\' sitC' dt'dicated to ,·011r 
work and SOlllC'0nC' dse put it up on tl1c• 
\\'ch. One- of' the- most c r<'alin• and ac:­
ti\'(· [H'opk i11 the tg ('(>111m11nil~-. Kate 
Bornstl'i n. has a \\'\\'\\. ~it<'. \ 'isil and 
read about Kate and ll('r \\'ork. Yo11'1l 
l'iucl it at: liltp://C'nglisl1. liss.c::mu.c-du/ 
ctli C'o ry/a-kate_bornstei 11 . ht ml. NO\\' 

that's a mouthful! Kat<· was one or thc­
s<'V<'ll o riginal dirrclors of HP11aissall(.:e 
j 11st aftC'r it was fou nded in 1987 a11d 
" '<'

0

n' ,·c- ry pro11d ofhc-r. 
~~~~ 

Nancy Canl' .. the ~h1w11 of Lycra, is at 
it a~ain. l lPr line of Bodyslimm<'rs lin­
gerie has c-xpanded by thrrf'. These new 
items arr part of the "13rautiful Bottoms" 
collection: Bult Booster ... gently lifts and 
gives l1r111 support; Belly 13and ... rlnns 
tummy. trims hips, and gives smooth 
lines; \\'aist Cincher ... adds curves and 
smooths out wrinkles. Hmm. rll take all 
three, please, and pass the ice cream. ----fl c re·s mor<' hy1)e ... but this time it is 
good hype . .It would seem that IFGE 
and th e Powder Puffs of California 
( PPOC) have come to an agreement on 
a combin ed event for 1997. Yvonne 
Cook- Riley (IF'CE) and Joan Goodnight 
(PPOC) sat down in Februa1y to discuss 
how IFC E and PPOC could work to­

gethe r to bring a unified community 
event to SoCal. The result of those talks 
will be Califomin Unity '97, a joint con­
vcntion combining Cal Dreamin and 
Corning Togrthe r-Working Togethe r. 
Cook-Riler and Goodnight worked out 
the details which will be forthcoming in 
a joint announce111ent, but we know the 
l'Ve11t will be held i11 March ] 997. Con­
gratulations to Ms. Goodnight and l\ls. 
Cook-RilE"y for putting <.:0 111mu11ity 11rst 
and politics scc:011d. 

...., ...... ~ 
\\'e'n· bec11 0\'l'r this ground before, but 
it bears rl'p<'ati11g. 1 lne·s tlie scenario: 
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Ms. X wri t1·s a11 art iclc- in newsle tter Z. 
~Is. Y, rc-:1di11g Z, fPt' ls c:011qwl lPcl to 
\\'rite to nrwslettC'r Z abont ~Is. X\ ar­
ticle' . \\'hat <'muC's \\'011ld hC' calkd a 
··name war" on the lntf' rnC'I. Usually ~Is. 
x·s argumc·11l goes so111ethi11g likt: this: 
You hnv<' ,w l.msiness co111111c11ti11g 011 

/ i11sl'1t iss,w /. You r/011 ·1 hrir<• all I lw facts 
a11d. IJ<•sid<'s. it ·s i11/<'l'11al (111</ 11 0 ;1<" of 

your lmsi11r•ss! \\ 'c-11. wrong. A11~·tlii11g 
printc-cl and distribnt<'d lo the c:01nm11-
11ity at large- is fair ga111c fo r co111111entar~· 
b,· anvonc. 1t·s c::a llr cl !hi' First A11wnd­
mC'nl right to Frf'<' Spc<' <·I 1. Ht he· aul l,or 
clocs11 't \\'ant outside- com ment, then it 
shouldn ·1 be· published and distribut<'cl 
in the first place-. t\latt ers or internal 
poli tics and polic iC's should he kept i11-
trrnal. Bui. some- iss11('s arc- r•,·c·n·hod, .. s 
h, 1sinc-ss. Ii kr discri 111 inal ion. ----HC'ports or my impf'nding surgery arc 
great I}' cxaggc-ratc-cl ... It was re-ported .is 
ru111or in the April issue of The Trrms­
gell(felisl (TC lC, Albany) that J have rn~· 
tickt·ts to Trinidad, Colo fo r SHS. Thc­
datr of the issue should have be-en a hint. 
13nt if that \\'as too s11btle a hint, then the 
"note" prC'cced ing th<' ru111or should 
have been the giveaway ... 

,_,,ieei,~ 

"GUMP Happens ... The Gende r Uni­
fied Marke ting P rogra1n should br an 
incredible step fo1ward in gender sup­
port. i\n umbre lla organization with 
roots in King of Prussia, PA, it combines 
established confe rences. magazi ncs, 
support groups, bookstores, and gender 
research & education groups under one 
roof, to allow true one-stop shopping, 
and achieve economies of scale othe r­
wise unavailable. This ·food court' ap­
proach, with distinctly different groups 
available through one focal point, should 
quickly make CU MP the dominant or­
ganization in Gender. .. The byline is 
Miss Take, b11t I know this writing is the 
product of the fe rtil e, bizarre, and 
twisted mind of Callan Williams. I had 
a good laugh at the piece and those who 
believed 1'111 ready to trade in my f,1c.:tory 
OEM e1111ipment and my wife. 

© 1995 by Creative Design Services. All 
rights rcservl.'d. Opinions arc tliosc of 
the author. Comments? Email tlicm to 

cdsp11b.co111. 
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Report: A Night Of A Thousand Gowns 
by Carol and Babs 
On Saturday M arch 25, at the 

Grand Ballroom o f t he ew York 

Sheraton, we attended t he most g lam­

o rous fund rais ing event in t he cw 

York gay scenc. Produced by t he Im­
perial Court of New York, a niembcr 

of the Greater c-w York Cendc- r Alli­

.u,cc- (CNYCA), t l1c N ig ht of/\ T hou­

sa1:cb Gowns is an elegan t formal ex­

travaganza, ful l o f exotic and 

glamorous, sights and sounds. well o r­

chestrated with sometimes dramatic 

and sonwtimc-s tongue-in-check pomp 
and circ11mstnnce. An absolute dc·lig lt t 

to behold. certainly lor som eone see­

ing this for the nrst time. Almost ev­

eryone there rem.irked that this edi­

tion was the 111ost cnjoyabk! 

The I 1npc·r ial Court o f NY is a social 

fund raising organi:r.ition tl1at lw 11d 1ts 

rnany charities witl 1 direct e ffect in the· 

gay/k shian communit:y. This year·s 

event benefited T he Comniunity I kaltl1 

Project (CII P) and the Cay & Lesbian 

Alliance Against D c-famation 
(CLAAD). 

A fter an imprc·ssive, professionally 
cl 101·eographcd, ··Tribu te to Broad­

way" by the c-n tirc Cou rt. tlw 

evening·s program began. T he Mo­

tion Picture Ac:adc-111y, Shri1wrs. [>O· 

litic:os. and Fort une- ,500 c:0111pa11ics 

could learn how to tl1row a ··changing 

of tlw guard" h,rncpwt that is inte1Tst­

i11g. t·ntcrtaining and c:o,·ers all thl' 

businc-ss! 

Tl1c- 1·,·c- r ekgant and grnc:c-1"111 

D owagc-r Empress Coco 1,aChinv in 

lwr rok as President of the Court 

started the- progra111. \ \ .hc· 11 she intro­

duced the outgoing n1onarcl1s, it 

s1·c1nccl it took 5 exc iting rninutcs for 

tl1c Emprt' ss and her entouragl' to 

rc-acl 1 the larg<· st,igc·. N Y State- ,\ s­

se1nbh- rncrnbn Ochornl1 Clic:k \\"as 

hcrnored for hc-r support to the Lcs­

hiau and Cay ('0111111111 1it)'· (T oo bad it 

~oma.nla ,g -~ . 
. , 

wasn 't M ayor C uiliani. would have 

loved to sec- him i n d rag!) All the 1Ha11y 

out of town "Nobili ty" (representatives 

from Cour ts all over ortl1 Anwr ica) 

we1T honored, too. 

Duri ng a break in t he progr.1111. 

wlll'11 so11 1e changed their gowns, the 

I l ot l .;1\'n1dn Swi 11g Band acco111pa-

11kd tht' inco11 1parnbk Miss. 1YC, tht' 

Co11ntc-ss \"ic to ria \ \'eston. ,, ho :-ang to 

an enthusiastically appreciative and ad-
111iring a11dit·11C<'. Our di:rnppoint111c 11l 

over the lack of ('l'lC0r<'s \\'as tcmp<·n·cl 

by the knowkclgr that shc- had to 

c:l1ange ancl part icip,1tc in tl1C· n1·x t part 

or tlw program. It was enjoyable- clanc­

in~ to real acoustical m usic: pla:·(·cl hy a 

Ii"<' big baud. wllC'rc- we- joinc-d couplc-s 
or ('\ '('IY \'aric-t, Oil the- cla11 C( ' lloor! 

Di1uwr wa; ,-c-ry good for a ha11-

q11l"l , lla,·or1"11l,witho11t being :.pie-_, , .111d 

prol'(·:;sionall:· ser-'('d. \ \ 'hen tl1c- ba11d 
took a b,·eak, a I) J took O\'er with mow 

co11/i,111ed 0 11 next p age 

/!, ltu;etzle ·-• Wigs & Wig Care Products 

Boutlque 

Lingerie from 
S1nall to Queen 4X 

Bras: 32 to 52H 

137 MacDade Boulevard 
Folsom, PA 

19033 
610.532.4377 

C 
VISA 

(COHTlltDITAL U.S. ONLY) 
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c-011l e·mpor:u-y 11111sic. For da11t i11g as 
wc· ll as listc-ning. it was a good bala11C<', 
so111e tliing for C',·en·o11c,.s m11sic.:al taste'. 

ThC' cere monies c.:ontinue<l with th<' 
pr<'S(•ntation or thr C:olll'g<' of ~lon­
arc.:l1s. followed by tlw . C'\\" York Court 
m<'mbr rs by rank, l1 ighlightC'cl by the 
11111ch anticipatrd and higlilv dramat ic 
cntranc·e of the Absol11tC' E111pr<'ss VII 
Ccx:o LaChinc. Th<' Celestial Dragon 
Empr<'ss of New York. Heir apparent 
to Empress Josr I, Third in I ,ine of 
Sll(:ccssion. an r ntra11c:e bd hting hC' r 
tit IC'. Th('n can1r the Absolute Empress 
Jos<' I, and nnally th<' grand entrance 
(}. lahl<' r must haw anticipatC'cl hl' r 1·n­
tra11cc wlw11 hf' wrote• l1 is First Snn-
pl 1011v) and Coronation of 11. M. I.SJ-.( . 
EmprC'ss IX Philomena, the E111press 
or Faith. I lope, and Cartier. 

Th<" bC'autiful Emprrss Philonwna 
is a local . 1YC "t,·" cable star, }, liss 
:--l YC rnnrw r-up, and ha.~ appeared on 
11etwork t\· and oJT-hroadwa\'. She. as 
we- II ns sc,·ernl otll('r mr·rnbc~rs of the-
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<:omt, will ap1x·ar i11 the· upcoming 
movie, To \Von~ Foo. Tlim1ks f or Ev­
<'1yt lii11 [!.. Julie Newmar. 

Can't forget the clessC' r1 . After an 
e' xotic f rast for the eyes and rars, the 
Vir n11cs<' tablr treated the stomach. A 
lot of gals wishC'cl they <lidn't have their 
corsets 011! EvC'n the fresh fruit was 
good, ah .... , wc did ('heat a little. 

A couplr of observations. First. of 
tl1c sC"vcral politicians who sent lette rs 
of acknowlrdgf'ment ,tn<l congratula­
tions to the Court, t\vo made reference 
to thr ·'gay, lesbian a11d I rrm.~{!.<'llrlrr 
community." Th<' outgoing Emperor,. 
Ron, Empr ror of Social Change and 
the Empress VI ll Bill ir Ann }.lilkr. 
Empress of Peace and Love. spoke out 
0 11 behalf of the /ra11sge1uler, !r ather, 
drag, lesbian and gay conununitics." 
~liss • ew York City, the Countess Vic­
toria, was ,·c•)' gracious in her message 
as a 111enibcr of the ":\!cw York trans­
gender co111munity." 

Secondly. noticcalily abs<'nt f ro111 

Reserve Now For The LSV Luau 
:,.; ikki I lo~• all yon l,ula qn<'cns! Ifs 

tlw 1995 LSV L11m 1. Joi11 the ladies of 
RC'naissanc<' LSV in lhe air condi­
tioned comfort ofth<' Shcraton 11111 in 
I larrisb11rg. Pa., 011 A11g11st tw<'nty 
sixtl1. Grass ski rts will shake' .md food 
a11d 1'1111 will OC' l1ad bv one and ni l. Ti n' 
c:ash bar opens at 7:00 P}-1 and the tl1 C' 
dining comrncncrs at 8:00 PM. 

Thr menu fcatmrs Chicken ll awai­
ian, Broib l l Iacldock. Tcri\'aki Beef 
Kabol>s and all the aecoutc.n ncnts and 
a<:companyi11g gourmet cldiglits. 

At 9:00 the L11a11 sl1ow draws on tlie 
talents of the dynamite performers 
who captin1tecl th<' cro\\'d last year: 
Kelly Sheridan, Tina Rapport. Kathy 
~lichnels. Hiche lle and Erica Edwards. 

It's only $-10/person if you pay by 
July 31st. After that if s $42, so sign up 
early. Mail check/money order to Re­
naissancc LSV, PO Box 2122, llnrris­
hmg. PA 17105-2 122. o tickets wi II 
br sent, your name will be on the list at 
the door. To re-serve a room at tl1e 
Sheraton. call 717-561 -2800. Aloha! 

the gala wc'rC' rC'presentatives of the lo­
eal transgcnder community. Although 
the Imperial Court is a mC'mher of tht' 
Greater ew York Ccndc-r All iance, 
along with Crossdresscrs I 11tcmatio11al. 
Chi Delta Mu (Tri Ess), Girls Night 
Out, LI F E. the Mctropolitnn Cender 

etwork, and most recC'ntly Mon­
mouth Ocean T ransgender (MOTC), 
except for oursd vf's. wC' didn ·1 recog­
nizr members of any of these groups. 
The Court did formally gr<'ct and rce­
ogni;,.(• VC'ronic.:a Vera and facul ty and 
st udcnls from lier "' Miss Vera 's Fin ish­
ing Schoo1·· on stagE•. 

It was an 1·,T11ing to remcmbn! A 
dazzling display of silk, sat in. glitte r 
and glitz. \\'r crrtainh- had a wondC'r­
ful time. Can't wait till next yc-ar! 

Ed. Nore: i\l(lyue .~oml'one slt011ld 
tell ill<! l111petial Court ofNe1c York 
flt(I/ 1i;r 11rver received 1w rd of this 

year's <'V<'III . - .A 

Kee-ping pace with modern tc-cl111ol­
ogy, Renaissance· is happy to announce 
you can now send us your Lc·tters to tl1c 
Editor hy r mail. O11r Editor invitC's 
those with an urge to commu11icall' to 
address their electronic missi,·es to: 
- @cpcn.com. since email is 
so rnuch easier than writing a letter, go­
ing to tllC' post office, standing in line, 
paying fo r the starnps. c>tcclcra. .\Is. 
Gardner may not only run yonr clec­
tro11ic le tter in News & Vie1v-s , but dasli 
off a quick rf'ply on the Net. 

TELEPHONE (215) 547-94 17 11 Theseus Counseling 
Services 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, PH.D. 
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST 

OFFIC E H OURS 
BY APPOINT MENT 

BUCKS MEDICAL CENTER 
SUITE 12 

1723 WOODBOURNE ROAD 
LEV ITTOWN, PA 19057 
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ARI KANE, M.ED. 
GENDER SPECIALIST 

0IPLOMATE, AM. 80. SEXOLOGY 
EOB NOB1J;JE8N 

11.EYi~ 
126 IVESTERN AVE. 

SUITE 222 

AUGUS TA, ME 0433() 

207•623-2327 

MC/VISA ACCEPTED 

£.QBGBEM.EB 

fKJSIOJ:I~ 

233 HARVAflO ST. 
SUITE 302 
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Dear Editor, 

Letters 
to the 
Editor 

I am a supportive wife of a cross­

dresser and a very active member of the 

Boulton & Park Society. I write a column 

called "Bonnie's Bitching" for our news­

letter, Gender Euphoria. I volunteer more 

time than most of our transgendered 

members who are too busy shopping or 
painting their nails. 

It is for this reason I am just now 

writing to you about a not so funny joke 

that was printed in the December '94 is· 

sue of The Flip Side, the newsletter of 
the Gulf Gender Alliance, an affiliate or· 

ganization of Renaissance. 

Just before I stopped working for 
Southwest Research Institute in San 

Antonio. Texas. I was employed in the 
Safety Office as a Senior Research 

Chemist and I was responsible for seeing 

that all hazardous Waste generated at 

SwRI was disposed of properly. I was also 

responsible for maintaining a file of all 

the Material Safety Data Sheets for the 

chemicals at SwRI. 

The "joke" referring to WOMEN as a 

Hazardous Material was demeaning, ha· 

rassing . and not called for from a group 

of crossdressers who for some reason. I 

thought, liked to be treated like women. 

You, who areas as women because you 

hold us in such high regard. You. as 

crossdreaaers, wish to be accepted by 
the public and your wives and partners 

and this is the kind of trash you print in 

your newsletter? 

Perhaps the members of the Gulf 
Gender Alliance should change their 

name to Bul,1,as R Us. Your motto could 

1,e, "We drink 17eer. chew tol7acco. and run 

women down!" 
I worked for over fifteen years in a 

male dominated profession only to be 

treated as a second class citizen and 1,e 

paid less for equal work. Now I have given 
the last five years of my time volunteer­
ing to help a community that prints this 
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kind of demeaning joke in their newslet· 

ter. I can only assume that GGA does 

not have a wives support group, or wel ­

comes genetic women to their meetings. 

I cannot believe that Renaissance would 

accept your group as an affiliate. 
Maybe I have lost my sense of humor 

1,ut why should I try and help the trans­

gender community only to be run down as 

a woman? I guess mayl,e I was wrong in 

thinking that transgendered males 

would be more aware of what genetic 
women have to deal with every day in the 

male dominated world. I thought the 

transgendered knew what it was like not 

to l,e accepted as first class citizens. I 

can only assume that all I read is just 
fantasy and the down trodden commu­

nity does not exist. Give me a break. 

I would like a public apology from the 
Gulf Gender Alliance on the front page of 

your next newsletter and an apology to 

your mother affiliate. Renaissance. 

If you want to look like a lady, why not 

start thinking and acting like one? Frilly 

underpants and a pretty frock are not 

necessary to show women the respect 

they deserve. 
Sincerely. Bonnie -

We got tl,is lene,-Jrom the Flip Sid<' 
Senior Erlitor before we went lo press 

on //,is issri e. 

Dear Bonnie, 
This is in response to ~'Our le tter re ­

garding 011r D ecember 1994 Flil' Side 
in which an analog)' was made betwc-en 
\\'omen and a Matrrial Safety Data 
Sheet. F or your information, this item 
was given to me by my genetic sister. 
who had read several prc-vio11s issues of 
the Flip Sirle and thought we nreded to 
"lighten up" from some of our prcvio11s 
rathe r heavy political outreach efforts. 
She ltnppcns to be a stauncl1 suppo rt<'f 
of the gende r community in gcnPral 
and her ·'sister·· in particul:ir. 

Sint·<' ) 'OIi personally know quitc- a 
fpw of th<' CCA ladies. I'm sure' you 
also k11ow that wc- arr not "B11bbas." as 
charged. In fact. nothing 1:ould be· f'ur­
thcr from thf' truth. 

\\'e clo regret that you did not share 
the intC'ndcd humo r in thr article. Bv 
looking a li ttlc- furth er, it should be in­
tuitively obvious that we- arc- strivi ng to 
share this '"hazardous arra" \\'ith tl1e ob-
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j<'cts of our <k votion and to lt'ave 
h11badom! 

In th<' int<'rcst of co11nn11nity insl<'ad 
of stri fe. I would pr~' le r to allow )'Oil to 
have' m:1dc your shot and vented your 
f'c-elings, but see' no sense pursuing this 
in th<' newsle tte r. I , of' course, :1111 send­
ing a courtes)' cop)' of this le tte r to Re­
n a issanc<'. 

Yours trnl)', C iss)' C. Con I<')' 
Flip Side Senior Editor 
P.S. \ Vhcn this rc>sponsc was read at 

our monthly meeting this past week­
Pnd, the re was u11ani111ous approval, in­
cluding the tl1rC'e wiv<'s prcsc>nt! 

A11gela co1n111<•11ls: A lcsso11 lc:m1c-d? 
As Sly :md the F :1mily Stone- once 
sang,"Oiff<'rc-nt ~t rokes for difff'r<'11t 
fo lks.'· One person ·s hun1or is anotlw r 
1w rso11 's insult. J re-ad the ll a:,~1rclous 
f\latC'ri:1ls Dal:1 Sheet and didn't fine.I it 
f111111y. I thought it was indicative or a 

kind or 1950s att itudl' toward \\'OllH'll. I 
wasn't insulted . I just thougl1t it 

shouldn't haw• be-en print<'d , but tl1cn 
I'm not a born \\'On ian . In her response 
Ms. Conle)' says lhPy wantrcl peoplr to 
1111dc rs tancl d1ry W<'r<' t rying to ;<sh:H<' 
in this h:m1rdo11s area.,. Being like a 

woman is more than .1dhering to out­
moded, repressive attitudes toward 
them. Unfortunately, many crossdrcss­
e rs don't have a clue about what femi­
nism means. Of course many feminists 
use the ir ideology as an excuse to mal<' 
hash . Often times the pend11l11m swingJ; 
too far. But, let's hope we IParnNI 
something from this e:,;pe ricncc ancl 
start a meaningful dialogue. That's th<' 
only wa)' toward 11ndC'rstanding and 
com m11nity. (S<'P this n10nt·lt 's Vi.~ A \'is 
for some of thC' h:r1.ardous humor and 
Ms. Amberle's witty critique.) 

Dear Editor, 

ihank you for the MONA, "All Fizz, No 
Soda Award" for It's Time America. It 

was very well deserved. Since we started 
our initial informational l,litz in the wake 
of Jt;'i, Time America's founding last Au· 
gust during TRANSGEN 94, the other 

co-directors of Ii A and myself have done 
what transgendered activii,ts evel)'Where 
do best: argue. 

co,1/i1111ed next pa{!.e 



Since working with them provea to t,e 
impossit,le, I co-founded a chapter of ITA 
in my home state of Marylana, and It's 
Time, Maryland has t,een doing what the 
national worganization" has failed to ao ... 
something. We have lolit,ied Annapolis 
for anti-discrimination and re-documen­
tation measures, including changes to 
the state's existing health code, ana 

fought the state's powerful gay and les· 
t,ian lot,t,y, the Free State Justice Cam· 
paign, for inclusion in their anti-discrimi· 
nation legislation, thus far without 
success, t,ut we are still pushing hara. 

Sarah De Palma of lt'e Time, Texas 
has t,een working even harder, pushing 
for transgender inclusion in hate crimes 
legislation and full inclusion in the gay 
and lest,ian civil rights agenda of Te><as. 
Ana Penny Huggins is working to do the 
same with /t'e Time, Virginia. Curious ... it 
seems the more ae-centralized we are, 
the more we get aone. Could it lie that 
the wrransgender Movement" no longer 

neeas t,ig, unwieldy organizations (ana 
egos) to lead it? The notion gives me 

pause whenever I hear of the next "grand 
alliance" lieing formed to meet, greet and 
party at the next t,ig convention. Have 
fun girls, t,ut I gotta go. The real revolu­
tion is happening t,eyona those t,anquet 
aoors. 

Very Truly Yours, Jessica M. Xavier 
P.S. You have my permission to print 

this in News & Views if you feel it is suffi­
ciently inflammatory. 

1\11gcla replies: Thank you for tltc 
update, Jc::-ssi<.:a. \\ 't• n·ccivcd an artidc 
from Sarah D e Palma about the activi­
t ies of lt 's Time, Texas. Due to space 
limitations in this issue, it will appcar in 
tlie J1111c issue. 

To the Editors 
I thought Joann Ro1'ert's article on 

the World Wide Wet, wall excellent. There 
are !lo many wonaerful T- re!!ources 
!!pringin9 up every month on the Internet. 
Today, for an inveetment of al,out $1000 
in a computer system, software and a 
SLIP/PPP account you can, without know­
ing anything al,out computer!!, have ac­

cese to this world in one or two daye. I 
highly encourage this, l,ut thought some 
extra points should l,e ac::lded for our 
meml,ere not familiar with the net. 
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• Passwords: Whether you go through 
an on-line service (CompuServe or 
America On-Line, etc.) or through an In­
ternet service provider, you will receive [a 

username and) a password. Your pass­
word is your first line of defense against 
computer hackers and fraud. Never give 

out your passwora to anyone. And 
change it at least every other month. 

Don't make it a simple word or name. 
• Credit Cards: Be extremely careful 

at,out senaing your credit card numt,er 
on-line. There are commercial products 
availat,le on the net which you can order 
t,y charge card. Be careful just as you ao 
when using your cara on the phone. 

• Lurking: When sut,scrit,ing to any 
Newsgroups. like alt.transgendered, or 
soc.support.transgendered, listen and 
read the postings for a period of time 
t,efore sending your own post. This is 
callea lurking and is encouraged. Make 
sure your post is appropriate for that 
newsgroup. 

• Watch for jarheads: Just like any 
place in society, the Internet is filled with 
jerks, You neea to t,e careful what you tell 
people, ana t,e very careful at,out giving 
out your phone numt,er. 

• Educate youreelr. There are hun­
drede of t,ooke on the net. Read one or 
two to tlecome familiar it. 

• Watch the costs: Know if your mo­
dem Is dialing a local or long aistance 
numt,er. Internet sessions can last for 
houre, eo lie careful if going t,y long dis­
tance. All on line services charge fees for 
certain features and time. Know what 
they are, so you won't t,e shocked with a 
$300.00 monthly t,ill. 

• The Internet has Its own language: 
: -) means happy or emiling. 
: - ( meane sad. 
{{{{{}}}}} means hugs or hugging. 
LOL meane laughing out loud or 

laughing on line. 
Newl,ie mean!! a new person. 
Flame mean!! when somet,ody re­

eponc:le very angry to a post or topic. 
USING ALL CAPITAL LETTERS meane 

you're shouting. Don't! 
But most of all enjoy it! The Internet 

and on-line service!! are a great place to 
meet all typee of people and find infor­
mation on anything. I found REA through 
the net, 5o the proof is in the pudding. 

Liea - 1 @aol.c;om) 
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PS: i hope REA is planning a WWW 
home page one of these days. It is a won­
derful way to get information out. 

JoA,111 replies: Thanks for Jhc aclcli ­
tional info. It was gn' atly apprcciatc-d . 
As for REA on the \\'ch, chcck out 
www.cdspub.co111. C o to thl' TC RC'­

sources page and ) 'OU will find clr tailccl 
information 0 11 Renaissance. A I,;c:1s, 
and thr most acc11rate, up-to-clatc::- list of 

tg support groups in the U .S. 

Dear Eaitors, 

Despite the ephemeral nature of the 
MONA awarde Oust woras in the air), I 
am pleased and honored to accept on t,e­
halfof I.F.G.E., the "Dale Carnegie" Award 
for our efforts in distinguishing t,etween 
wfun" and "serious" events. I also wish to 
thank Dina Amt,erle for her comments 

auring the past years. She wae quick to 
make the dletlnction t,etween the seri­
ous l.F .G.E. folk like myself and the ~frivo­

lous recreational" lYs of her circle. 
As far as the low attenaance at the 

Atlanta convention goes, consider these 
pearls of wisdom: ~Many are called t:iut 
few are choosen" [sic] and WOne is either 
part of the prot,Jem or part of ite solu­
tion." 

Very truly yours, Maryann Kirkland 
I.F.G.E. Board of Directors 
Renaissance National Board 

) 0A1111 replies: 1\·l s. Kirkland is close 
but docsn·t win the Kewpie doll. The 
aphorism on problems and sol11tions 
comes from thl" J97o·s cnviron111ental 
movcmt"nt goes thus - --1r you 're not 
part of the solution, you·rc part of the 
problem." 111 this writer's opinion that's 
what's been wrong w ith IFCE. I wbh 
Ms. Kirkland better luck than I liar! at 
clianging 11;-C E's participation in tl1c 
com1m111ity·s sol11tio11s. 

Letter to Editor 
Thought you might 1,e intere!!ted in 

!!ome newe from "Down Under." 
The Auetralian Tranegender Support 

As!!ociation (ATSA) of Queensland i5 ne­
gotiating with the Queen!!land Police 
Service to pre!!erve certain ri9hte for 
tranegendered people when in police cue-

contill 11cd on fo.sl page 
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Dear Doct.or 
Dr. 'vVi{liam R. Stayton t111stvers your questions i11 r, mo11 thly co/11 11111 . 

Send question'> to PO Box .530, 13e11s(l/em, Pa. 19020 

Dear Doct or Bill, 

I have been reading New5 & View5 for 

6~ eral month6 and really enjoy it, par­

ticularly your column. I haven't attended 

a Renaissance meeting yet and while I'm 

sure I need t o meet other5 like myself (1 
am a CD) I worry about what people will 

think of how I look. I know I need help with 

my makeup and 5uch and I gues6 I'm 

afraid some one might make fun of me. I 
know that's silly but what can I do to get 

myself to a meeting? 
Alicia 

Dt•ar Alic·ia, 
Yo11r f'C'c•li11~s ar<' ,·c-ry 11or111:1I. 

\\ 'lH•nc•,·('r anr C: D go<', out in p11blic· 
for the n,·st f'f'w timrs, : 'Ott woncl('r Ito\\' 

your niakC'up is. will }'O tt be' "r·f'acl". will 
others bC' critical of yo11 . e tc., etc. First 
or all, within thC' cross g<'n<ler COllltnll • 

nity , you arr ro111· own \\'Orst critie. Th<' 
cross gC'ndC'r corn 1111111ity \\'ill undC' r­
sl:1ncl whM you arr going thro11gh lw­
causc• <':wh p<' rson has go1w thro11gh c•x­
actly the satn<' anxiety. ThC'y will lw 
your greatest supportPrs. 

Second. let me offer somC' sugges­
tions: One option for )'OU is to call the 
Re naissance office and tell the perso11 
you a rc talking to of your dilcmuia. 
They will be able to rrcommcnd a "big 
sister" to help you gC' l ready and feel rC'­
ass11rC'd about attending the meeting. 
Anothrr option is to comr dressed in 
~·011r malr attire and gl' t a SC'llS<' of thr 
11weting and tlw people. I am ~11n' : ·011 

wil l go away frc>ling rc>assurcd and it 
\\"ill make it much easier to conic cross 
dressed to the f'ollo\\'ing meeting. One 
of thC' things you will learn frorn attmd­
ing a meet ing is how many wonderful 
people there are who are similar to you. 
The meetings arc usually ,·cl)' inte rest­
ing because they d iscuss subjects that 
are or concern to the c ross dressing 
community. For example, al our last 

lltC'<'t ing JoAnn Hol>l'rts spokr on "How 
to c:om<' 0 11 t 1·0 yonr fomil~- and otlwr 
lovC'd 011Ps". TIIC')' oflC'n also ha,·c• faslt­
iott and makC'ttp <·ons11ltanls "'Ito gi"<' 
acl\'iC:<' and eo1111sr l. At , ·our fhsl me<'l­

ing tltc'rc• \\'i ll h<• ;111 oriC'lll:rlion :incl tl1:1t 
"'ill i11tro<luc:C' H<•11:1issanc:t• and wltat il 
has to ofTN to ~-011. Coad luc:k to you on 
thi~ cxc iting II<'"' adw•nlurt•. 

Dear Dr. Bill, 

I have a lways felt that I am a woman. 

Since I was born into the male 9ender I 

guess t hat makes me a tran5sexual. I 

have only begun to try and do something 

about my physical state in the past few 

months but I have not 5tarted any 

therapy or hormone t reat ment s. I have 
heard about the Benjamin Standards of 

Care and some of the debate that goes 

on about their use. I want to know why I 

5hould 00 through all of t he hassle fol­

lowing them involves? I have friends who 

know where t o get hormones and am se· 

riously considering starting them. Tell 

me why I shouldn't. if you can. 

Janice. 

0t'ar Ja11icc·. 
E\'en though it feels right, starting 

l1onnones and moving towards even­
tual rrassignine nt surgr1y is the biggC's t 
clC'C:ision o f' your life. I would hope that 
you \\'Oniel want lo do this process 
"right". Processes like th<' BC'njamin 
Standards of Care were <lt'vPlopcd for 
: ·O11r "'rllbrinj.!, 1101 to br road hlo<:ks 
for yo11. Several years ago a study camr 
out that shook the transgc'nd<'r commu­
nilv. Tltc claim was tk1t on follow-up 
studies of post-opcrati\'C transsexuals, ii 
\\'as found that the majority wer<' either 
sevrre ly depressed or had committed 
suicide. On a closer look at this study, it 
\\'as discovered that none of them had 
gone through the rapy or followed any 
professional standards of care. The ma-
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jo1·ity of surgrons wlto do surgic::11 r£':1s­
si~n111 C'nt wi ll only O[X'r.tte on persons 
wl10 hav<' gon<• tlt rough th<• Bc•nj:1mi11 
process. 13cc.·,111sf' it is the- most impor­
tant c.k cision o r your li fe· \V(' \\':\Il l ii t<> 
be- donc- <:orn•ctly. This is you r bC'st in­
surance' for finding satisfaction and 

happiness i11 tltc· C'ntl. 

HC'garding hormones, it is important 
tltat you be· followPd b~, a competent 
physician, s11cl1 as an e ndocrinologist. 
I lonno111•s arc• ,•pry powC'rful and tit<' 
dosag<' mnst hC' customized spc-c:ifil·all~· 
for you. T l1 <' dosage• for 01w pNson may 
C'attS(' d:1111:1~1• or d1•:1tlt to a11otl1c- r 1wr­
so11. It is i111portanl to know your and 
_,·011r l:unil_v's IH'altlt l1istory. I l1 acl a p<·r­
sonal fr-ic-nd ( ~HF T S). who c;ot lwr hor-
111011('S and tlw dosa~<· ·•off the sln•C'l." 
,\ c:011pl<· o r y!'ars al'lcr ltl'r surg<'J;', slH· 
d iNl of a hlood dot "'I 1ilc• on th<' opc•rat­
i 11~ tablP for \Olli<· fair!:-· simpl" surgPry. 
Tl11• blood d ot \\'as clirPc-tl,· altrihttlt•d 
l o tltc• horn1011P misdosagP: \\'lril <• tl,i , 
ston. 111a,· se<•111 I ikP a sc:an• tad ic:. it i \ 

trnc· and c:arriPs :1 lot of pain for tllt' a, I 

triPd ,·c•1y lt ,u-d to ~d IIC'r to St'(' :111 t•11-
docri11ologisl for ;-'l'ars. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Classifted Ads are S3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months. 

Private, professional counseling for drug, alcohol, 
gambling, sex & food addlcm. Insurance accepted. 
Mary R~ DOV, CAC 215-744-<lm. 
Furniture, Appliances, Household goods, Records, 
Antiques, Toy trans and olher goooies • Bought and 
Sold• Beih Marshall: 610-259-4945 • Leave a message 
Crossdresslng blues band fonning in the Philadelphia 
area. Need drummer with a nice frock. For information 
raUTerri at 215-232-7551. 
Ladiesgannenlsandlingerilforsale.Reasonablepri:es. 
Call Terri for delails. 215-232-7551. 
Need a i;lace lo dress or slore clothing? Call Mari•,'11. 
610-446-0799. 
lnllO'latiVe new transgendered publ'ic·relatlons group 
looking for models, volunteers, artists, Of Other interested 
parties.Call Ouisty at215-476-2018. 
ADVERTISERS! Why not use a transgend:!red modeJJ 
spokesperson? Incentives for first tine cflenls looking for 
somelhing innovative. Call Second Sex Public Relations 
215-476-2018. 
ARTISTS! Wtry not use a transgendered model for your 
next school a creative project? Call Second Sex Pubfac 
Relations fOC' a free session. Ask for Chris1y at 215-476-
2018. 



Renaissance News & Views, Vol. 9, No. 5 

One Sentence in a Newsletter 
by Denise Mason 
My heart skipped a beat! 
While reading another club's news­

letter, I read the wore.ls that someone I 
knew was going to have Sex Henssign­
ment Surgery. The newsletter said it 
was JoAnn Roberts, my best friend. 

My heart skipped a beat, again! I sat 
there for a moment, stunned. I told my 
wifo, and she was stunned. I've known 
this ]oAnn and his wife for better than 
10 years as well as thr i r children, their 
lifestyle, acceptance, rejection and 
their activities during this time, letters, 
business and pleasure, Christmas 
carcls, photos, even small visits. 

And now ... ifs difTerr nt. 
Tl1e shock passes, and I think about 

my feelings. Am I happy for him? Cod, 
J didn"t think lie would ever consider 
SRS. Am 1 111ad al hir11? I love his wil<> 
like I lovc him. \\"hat will she do now? 
\\"hat about their children? Though 
they arc accepting, this is different. 
I low will it impact their future? 
Choosing a spouse? Tlw Family unity! 
l3irthdny parties, Christenings. 
Funernls! All that stum 

Yet, ifhe doC'sn't have the surgery ... 
how will his lifr he? 1 lonest? Unified? 
I lappy? What a hypocrisy li,·ing a Ii<· 
and not sharing it with those he lovrs. 

Sandi's 
Hair, 
Nail & 
Body 
Salon 

8006 Veree Rd. 

Philadelphia, PA 19111 

215-722-0282 
Beeper 618-4918 

Private Appointments Available 

Difficult? Guilt! Confusion? Shame? 
Pain! Freedom finally! Release! 
Selfish! Cod, think of the emotional 
rollercoaster these people must be on. 

What do I say? Do l write them 
both and express sorrow to one and 
happiness to another? \Viii he see the 
happiness yet disappointment in my 
eyes. Can I ever contact him again? Or 
should l just smack him upside of the 
head! How can I not contact him when 
he probably needs all the support he 
ean get right now! 

Why is it so difficult for us? I maginc 
how difficult it was for him! I can·t. 

Believe it or not, these feelings 
really came over me when I read Miss 
Tak~·s one liner in the TGIC newslet­
ter. Though I was 99% ... no, more like 
60% sure it was a joke, I just had to 
confirm if it was true or not. I hap­
pened to be in Pennsylvania a few 
weeks ago, and last minut<', decided to 
visit my old friend JoAnn. 

I admitted my anger. happiness, 
upset ... all at the same time. And he 
understood how these feelings can 
happen all at once. l3ut, I was sure 
happy ... or was I sad ... to f1ncl that it 
was an April Fool's joke. 

\\'hate\'CI" I was r ecling, JoAnn 
would be my best frif'ncl , either way. 

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

... because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessari ly 
last forever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROLYSIS 

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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The Soul of 
the CD 

by Lee Frances Heller 
Since Easter has just {!.One by for 

another year we'd like to take n 
1110111e11t to shift the focus from the 
ctmdy eggs and f11;:,;;y bunnies to 
examine the s011{ of the crossdresser. 
Ca11 a crossdresser be a good 
Christim1?There are many 0111 there 
who attend cl111rch dutifully ever 
S,mday in their male attire, theirfaces 
still nibbed red with /he effects of extra 
scrnbbi11g toge/ off tire makeup from 
the night before. They go to pmy to 
their Lord and mtmy of rhem feel that 
they lu,ve been let down. if 11or by 1/reir 
Cot!, then by tlwirch11rcl1. I/ow 1111111lj 
good church g,w,~ u;ony abo11t /,011; 

thei1· need to crossdress will impact the 
quality of tlwirafterlife? \\fr f eel there 
are IIWIIIJ and that is 11;hy we re/JrO­
d11c<' a portion of" leHer Jro111 Lee 
Frrmces llellr•r, th f' publisher 1111tl 

editor of the Crace & Lac:e I ,elter, " 
newsfellerfor Cl11islir111 crossdressers. 

\\"hat is the purpose of the Crace & 
Lace Letter ? 11 was staited to scr\'C 
the purpose of encouraging Christian 
transgcndcred people. \\·c have bec11 
told bv 90% of the visible Church in 
this w~rld tltat W<· arr wrong and han' 
no right to worship Cod until W<' dean 
up our act and put on men·s shors. 
socks, shorts. 1111dcrshirts. pants and 
shirt and the11 wc mav haw tl1e 
privilege of attrnding and worshiping 
God each Sunday at cleve11 i11 th<' 
morning. And what does Cod sc•e 
when I le looks at us there? I le secs a 
CDffGffS who is attempting to fool 
11 irn. By doing this we are discrediting 
1 l im. He made us the way we arc 
(Psalm l 39: 13-16) and now the church 
is nt work on us. destroying n scgn1rnt 
of His creation. If we conform. we are 
afforded the privilege of sitting in a 
pew and worshiping in an order of 
service that was started b)' John Calvin 
somewhere in the early sixtcc•nth 

co11ti1111ed 011 next page 



Soul.. . 

century.( [t has been suggested it was 
between 1538 to l542. If you have 
ever wondered where our present 
order of srrvice came from, John 
Calvin is credited with the invention. 
Bet a lot of you thought the Baptists 
invented it.) 

So where am J going with all of 
this? Simply to say the church in this 
world is not the final authority in the 
question of transgenclered people. We 
pose a problem to them but not to 
Cod. Their treatment of us is a 
problem for God. In his inl1nite 
wisdom Ile foresaw this day and this 
problem so 1Ie became a man in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Deuteronomy 
22:5 is the scourge used upon us by the 
church to label us "abomination!" Our 
avowed p11rposr for the Crace & uice 
Leiter is to tell our commun ity that 
God loves us ,ln<l that Jesus Christ died 
for us also and those who have taken 
Hirn as their Savior arc 11 is children. 
Those who would place us in hell as 
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abominations <lo not unclcrstancl 
Deuteronomy has some ordinances 
which were designed to keep I srael in 
check because they were in the midst 
of, and exposed to pagan practices. He 
loved them (as he still loves them) and 
wanted their undivided worsh ip. The 
evidence of I lis love for us is found in 
Clossians 2: 13-20. "When you were 
dead in your sins", God made you alive 
in Christ, I le forgavr us all our sins, 
having canceled the written code, (the 
ordinances, KJV) that was against us 
and that stood opposed to us: I le took 
it mcay, 11aili11g ii to his cross. And 
having disarmed the power and 
authorities, Hr maclf' a public spec­
tacle of them, triumphing over them 
by the cross. 

To the reprcsentati\'C of the church 
who would tc- 11 me I am an abomina­
tion because- J am crossgendr red I say­
- tltc self appointed powc-r and 
authori ty you say that in was destro)'ed 
the day Christ died so you're carrying 
the dead corpse of your po\\'cr and 
a11thority. Get 011tta my life! Herein is 

Debra's Closet 
Fashionable Consignments 

• Also • 
New Designer Fashions 

L ayaways 

VISA • MasterCard• Discover Card 
& AMEX Accepted 

609 
486-9636 

Hargrove Plaza 
2673 Haddonfield Road 
Pennsuaken, NJ 08110 
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the calling of the Grace & Lace Letter. 
Perhaps my presf'ntation has been a 
I ittle ronghshod but we arc going on 
with that message or God's love for us. 
I could say a lot more and a lot 
rougher but J'II spare you. l just get so 
vc1y upset with those who would write 
us off as something Cod hates and 
wants nothing to do with. He loves you 
just as you are now! My love for you is 
in following Cod's call to establish the 
Crace & Lace Letter and get it into 
your hands. I love you. 

If yoll would like to receive the 
Crace & Lace Letter or if you 10011/d 
like to make r, do11nlio11 so that Lee> 
Fm11ces c,111 co11ti11ue lo n11s1ce1· Cod's 
call you may write her al PO Box 
.31253, Jr1cbo11 , MS 39286-1253. Y 0 11 

lll(llj call her uet1cee11 8AM 1111d 6PM 
Central Time at 601--. 

• Exotic lingerie & hosi ery, 
tl,rougla 4X and Tall. 

• Corsets & Foundations . 
• Cosmetics - Beard Co ver 
• Wigs & Breast F on1ts 

• Maicl Unifonns 
• Bondage Get1r 
• Latex - Fe tish Ite m s 
• Videos, stonJbooks, 

a nd magazines 
• All no velty product.s, 

a nd mucla more! 
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Honey, You're Cleared to Land Two Books Coming 
by Vanessa Kaye, Sooner Belles 
I work in the aerospace industry. 

li ence. I tend to speak in aviation 
terms. I like n my relationship with my 
partner Suzanne, whe re crossdressing 
is concerned, to a small airplane ap­
proaching a large aiq)ort. With 
Suzanne be ing the air-traffic controller, 
my re mme self being the small plane 
and c rossdressing being landing. 

1r you or someone you know is a pi­
lot, then you may be familiar with the 
clifncult task o f approachi11g and land­
ing a small aircraft al a busy airport. It 
can be done, but it ain ' t· easy! 

As the p lane e nte rs the airporfs air­
space, the pilot can expc-ct to be con­
stantly adjusting spred am! course to 
"fit into the fl ow" of traffic in the area. 
T his is true even if a pilot has properly 
riled a fl ight plan and is arriving at the­
schedule d ti me. Ofr<'n, a larger and 
fastr r aircraft enters the area. The con­
troller may tell tlae small p lane to at­
tempt a sharper turn o r increase air 
speed to maintain his position in thr 
llow of tmfnc. Tf the pilot is unahlr to 
comply. the jet ov('rtakes thC' sn 1allc r 
erafr. This results in thr light ai rplan!' 
being told to abort the approach and 
come back aro und. 

Thrn. too, the re arr thr unexpf'cted 
things that occur. Pe rhaps some aircraft 
has to suddenly return to the field and 
this d isrupts all o f thr air traffic. 

The p ilot o f the small plane needs to 
land the aircraft , that is a given. llow­
rver, due to a great deal of factors to-

tally beyond his/he r control this neces­
sary procedure becomes very compli­
cated and frustrating. 

Such is the case for a crossdrcsser 
who has a job. home.spouse/partner, 
children and relatives. The crossdresser 
has a need to express his remme self, in 
other words, to crossdrcss. ff he is for­
tunate enough to have a supportive 
partner o r spouse, they may assist in 
trying to schedule a time for the femme 
selr to "land." At our house, it is more of 
a rule than the exception that numer­
ous obstacles interfere with the "flight 
plan.» Sometimes these disn1ptions are 
humorous. sometimes they are a great 
disappointment. 

The pilot or a small aircra fr would be 
shocked to radio in on approach to a 
large busy airport and then hear the 
controller say, "l knew you \\'Crc on 
your way in, so I've' cleared all other 
traffic out of the area.Take your time." 

\\"hile it isn·t possib le for spouses 
and partners to always clear the othr r 
·· traffic·· out of the area for us, once in a 
whilc would be nice. Don·t you think? 
·· 11 oncy. the re·s a bubblr bath waiting 
and your clothes are laid out on thr 
bed .·· 

In tum , we need to recognize the 
desires of our spouses and partners. 
\\'e, too, need to "clear othe r trafnc out 
of the area·· and give our undivided at­
tention to their feelings and needs. 

V1111ess(I K"ye is clwi r of the Ce11tr(ll 
Oklahoma Tra11 sge11der Alliance. A 

Kate Bornstein·s Gender Outlmv: 
011 Men, Women, and the Rest of Us 
(ISBN: 0-769-57701-5) was released in 
April as a Vintage Books paperback for 
Sl2. The catalog says: Forme r hete ro­
sexual man, now a lesbian woman 
playwright and pe rfo rmance artist, 
Kate Bornstein knows that the prob­
lem with de fining oneself as male or 
female comes from "living in a world 
that insists we be one or the other-a 
world that doesn' t bother to tell us 
exactly what one or the other is.·· Kate, 
a former director of Renaissance, is 
scheduled for media appearances in 
NYC, Washington, Boston, Miami. 
Chicago, Minneapolis, Houston, 
Seatt le, San Francisco, and LA. 

This month Toby Fischr r-Mirkin·s 
Dress Code: U11derstandi11g the Jlid­
de11 Meanings of Women's Clothes 
(ISBN: 0-5 17-593297), will be released 
by Crown for $22 . The catalog says: 
·The assured use or clothing brgins 
with an understanding of the complex 
ways that a woman's look rcflf'Cts and 
helps to define he r sense of self. Does 
that long, gauzy dress make you look 
romantic, or unre liable? Does that 
sharply tailored suit make you look au­
thoritative, or inflexible? Fro m skirt 
length to collar shape to the colors and 
even textures of fabrics, Dress Code 
deconstructs each element of the 
wardrobe, from shoes to hnts, to dis­
cover the subliminal messages o f 
each.·· The author is a novelist, a play­
wright, nnd a formC'r fashion reporter 
for the Orange Corwty Register. 

Human Dimensions Unemployed? Underemployed? 
Ben Franklin said, "The Lord helps those that help 

themselves.· Renaissance is going to try and help the 
transgendered who are unemployed or under-em­
ployed. Am,ounclng: Rtmalssance Job Match, a national 
employment resource center. If you are looking for 
work send a resume or brief description of what type of 
employment you want. Make sure you include a way 
for us to contact you. If you are in a position to offer 
employment or let someone know of a job opening 
send a description of the position. Maybe we can 
make a match. To be included in the Job Match files 
send your information to: 

Gender Education 

Need hef p answering your tough 
gender questions? Individual & group 

sessions with Dr. Lee Etscovitz. 

PO Box 471 • Willow Grove • PA 19090 
215-657-1560 
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Renaissance Job Match, c/o Renaissance, 987 Old 
Eagle School lld, Suits 719, Wa,n,, PA 19087 
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Shopping With Jackie 
hy ]ackie -
A thought fo r this month: Jf a rnafp 

to rernall? lransgende rcd pe rson wears 
male clothing is he considNed t\ cross­
dresser? Chew 011 tli:lt one fo r n while'. 

I l<'y girls, hm·e you looked at a rl'­
c-c•nt copy of F rede rick's of Ho lly­
wood catalog bte ly? If not, rou arc in 
for a surprise. M:111y of tlte ir exotk­
items ar(' now in Pins SizPs. 

My size 16 is well rr•prPsr11 t<-d and 
many arC' larger. Prices a rP not had. 
and quality is generally good. For a 

catalog, call l -800-:V23-9.5'25. Tlu,y 
ha,·e lo ts of bathing snit s rm s11mmPr. 

f'v!" IJN•11 saving a IC'tt<'I' 1111til I had 
the room to print it a ll. It is the point 
o r this colu m n and it says what J ltavr 
been t rying to g<>t across lo yo11. I ts 
from Ellen l1 11sh. and cla tC'd Aug. ·9.1. 

01')('ned up fo r nrc. I kno\\' how hnrd it 
is to go the first time' but it gets ensiN 
and c,1siC' r c:1d 1 tinw and t llC' rC'wards 
are grr at. Now I don' t buy n11ytl 1ing .I 

l1a\'f•n't tried on first. J flncl ti ra t I cnn 
<'njo}' shopping and trying 011 c:lothcs 
wi thout buying :1 th i11g . 

Om• of Ill}' fa\'ori tc' tirings to do is to 
go to tl1P c•xpPnsivc departnwn t stort•s 
and Irv on out fi ts that I could never a f­
ford to bu." . It's :\mazing how much 
nic<•r· a 8250 dress looks. fi ts and fed s 
than a 850 dress. 

\ \ 'lien l am looking for something to 
huy I dtop at tire discount stores 
(~larsh:ills. TJ 1\1;\x, Hoss) and look fo r 
good c·lo tltPs that a rP ma rked clow11. 

Sompti111Ps you c-an Bncl d c·signN 
dothPs at inc rC'dible pricPs. f always 
look fo r the rc'd tags. TliC's<' arP tlte 
hest priers. 

I a lso have had fu n at tlw outle ts in 
Heading. T he VF O utlet in \\"est 
11<:'ading is huge and has a lo t of di ITN­
Pnt 1)1l CS of merchandise . ~l ost 1'vP1;•­
tl, ing is al rcduePd p ric<>s. 

There a rc also outle t s tores tl rcrr 
l'o r somp of tire name b rands and 

AM Monday th rough Saturday and you 
c-nn easily spend t l,c e nt ire clay there. 
That pr!'lt)' muc h sums up my shop­
ping activity of late. 

I would lik<' to Sl'C' 111o re in your 
col11 111 11 about matching colors and 
putting outfi ts togPther. This is the 
hardest thing for nw . 1'111 learning hut 
it is slow. I w.1tch I lw CC:'s a lo t aud 
try to cop~• ideas I gc•t from the m. Also 
sont l' stores display outfits put togcth<' r 
and sometimes tha t g ives m e ideas too. 

So for I h~w<' not got te n coufident 
enough lo ask for h<'lp from the saJps­
girlJ. <'' '<'1t though th<'y offc•r it all th<' 
tint('. I l,avc a fri end wl10 docs it and 
she wears it is th<' best way to shop. 

Oh well, I' ll k<'<'P working on it. 
Krcp up thr good job on the colu mn 
a 11d do11·1 gPI discouragC'cl. I promise' 
I' ll writ!' again. 

Hl'gards. Ellen - -" 

So the rr it is girls. Cood advice' that 
I :1111 pleased to pass 0 11 . Ellen , I look 
forward to your next lette r. 

And all of rou ... take note and wrilP. 
Until next ti me-... llAPPY SH OPPING 

"I just re-ad your column in Lhc Au­
gust RN& \I and heard your plea fo r 
fcpdback. [ hav<> been rC'ading and e n­
joying Shopping 1vith jad,:il' s ine<' you 
started writing ii and at tin,cs consid­
c-red writing lo you but I figured that 
what I had to contrih11 tc was well 
known by all and obvious so I sh ied 
away. Since you asked, I'll share. 

across th<' p:trking lot is tlr<' drsigners from Jackie. 

I used lo shop through the catalogs 
and occasionally as a rnalP. I was sPl­
dom thrilled with what I got and quite 
oftpn disappointed. \\'hl"n l fi nally 
crossed that line and sta rted shopp ing 
"en fe mme" a whole new world 

oullC't whc ?·c scvC'ral of the big na,n<' 
d l's ignc rs havC' 011tlets (Carole Little. 
Jmws o f 1Y, Donna Karc-n, c-te.) Prices 
at thC'se sto res vary but you can get 
some gr<>at buys when they nre having 
a sale. T he VF build ing also has a food 
co urt. The VF complex opens at 9:00 

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 • Tue. - Wed. - Sat.: 9:00 lo 5:30 

215-788-2857 
" ... Electrolysis. I've been through it. 

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 
and Hard to Fit Sizes 

Private Fitting If Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 308 Mill Street 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon Bristol, PA 19007 
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I can help you through it. " 

Jenell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Chester, Pa. 19013 610•872•2091 
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Barbara A. Susinno R.N. CPE. 
Jessica Lynn Porter CPE. 

Main Street Electrology 
Members and Supporters of Renaissance 

Gold Disposable Prohes 
Open Tues thru Sunday (908)341-7524 
Day & Eves appointments 
Multi-Pin Galvanic and the Blend 

1------4 

802 Main St# 4/A Toms River, N.J. 

UIJ I 
UJ/fj[j/(y 

HarSty1ing 
Perms • Coloring 

Relaxers • Wig Care 
Hair Exten.,lons • Woxlng 

Beauty Consulting/ Make-Up 

(609) 783-1468 . 
$ma, lle/J~ ',, 

For that one of a kind dress, 
for the once in a while woman ... 

Sewing by 
The Occasional Woman 

custom creatio11secost11mes-alterations 

L ORRAINE A NDERSON 610•352•0248 
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Hidden Fantasies 
Intimate Apparel 

Sizes Small to 4X 

Everything from the Romantic to the Erotic 

Silicone Breast Forms-$99.95 

Large Size Shoes Available! 

1911 Main St. 
Northampton 

610-262-2814 
Hours - Mon&. Sat: 11 - 5; Tue - Fri: 11 - 8 

Large Selection 
Rene of Paris, Henry Margu, Eva Gabor 

and more. 
Callfor appointment 

(61 OJ 446-0799 
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Ask The Dermatologist .'ieud yo11r q11estio11 .v ro 

.. M k The Oen11atologist" clo 

He11ois.~a11ce Nru:& Views. 

by Jane £//en Fairfax, t\1.D . 
TIil' largcsl o rga11 i11 tliC' body 

bl:d evils 111any crossdrcssers. It sprout.s 
forth dark hairs crying "Testoste rone 
made me!" lt ovcr-pig111e11ts, 1111dcr­
pig111e11ts, itches, hurts, gh·cs rise to 
blisters, c rusts, papules, pustules, 
scales, flakes, plaques and nodules. 
Exposed to the sun, it withe rs, thi11s 
and wrinkles. Still , it is the body's fi rst 
line of de fense against hostile organ­
isms and i11fluences from the c 11viro11-
ment. \ Vitia p roper care, howev<~r, it 
will umke the appearance more 
attractive and even more fe mi11i11e. lt 
is the purpose of this column to answe r 
questions about this o rgan tu 111ake it 

the best possible easel 011 wh ich to 
draw your fe minine image. \Ve a re, of 
course, talkjng about your skin. 

As a Board Certified Dnmatologist 
who has ht·e 11 i11 practiCl' siuce 1977, I 
have had experie11cc in dealing with 
the vagaries of the skin. Although my 
special interest is AIDS De rmatology. 
I see all sorts of dermatological 
conditions. De rmatology is a most 
fulfilling occupation, full of variety . 
The practice of de rmatology is indeed 
a high form of art. 

Before embarking upon this 
column, I wi ll lay down one or two 
basic principles. De rmatology is a 
visual specialty. 1.t is absolute ly 
impossible to diagnose a condition 
witl1out seci11g it. Sometimes consulta­
tion witl1 a pathologist is necessary to 
make a diagnosis. Nothing 1 say in this 
column \.vi ii substitute for a visit with a 
trained specialist. The words, • it 
sounds like" will probably be fre­
quently used. Needless to say, l will 
not prescribe any medicines, nor I will 
discuss proble ms in any fie ld outside 
dermatology. My pu11Jose herr will be 
to answer questions nbo11t skin care, 
especially as it applies to tmnsgcn­
Jc-rrd people. I'll answer questions 
abo11t p1·oducts 01· ingredie nts, o r 
diseases of the- skin , hair, or nails. 

Staying pre-tty depends on having 
healthy skin. With that in mind, I will 
tackle the first question . 

Dear Dermatologist: 
If I don't shave my legs regularly (at 

least once a week) I get tiny white head 
pimples on my thighs. If I pop them the 
spots get red and take a long time to 

fade away. I still have a few discolored 

marks from the last t ime this happened. 
Are these pimples caused tiy in-grown 

hairs7 They only occur after my leg hair 
has grown out for several days. Then, if I 
don't get out the razor they starl; pop­
ping up. Other than regular shaving, 
which I don't mind in the least, is t here 
anyway to stop these things7 

Pizza Thighs. 

Dear Pizza Thighs, 
It sou11ds as if you may be having 

folliculi tis, a superficial bacterial infec­
tio11 around the hair follicles. Possibly 
the hairs arc bL·co111i11g ingrown after 
shaving, a condition known as Pseudo­
fol liculitis. ThC' trapped hair acts as a 
fo reign body, [Jrovoking an inOam1na­
to1y response. 1 n this c:ondition , you 
may actually sec ing rown hairs covered 
by a thin layer of red, inflametl skin. 
You are absolutely right not to manipu­
late these ,1 reas! tnnammation caused 
by .. popping .. may leave blood tattooing 
or pig111ent,1tion that can last as long as 
a year. Manipulating these areas mar 
colonize them with stapl1 bacte ,-ia from 
tl ,e fingernails, and may even cause 
permanent scarring. 

T o prevent these lesions, you might 
try sliaving with an electric ra:-.or. Since 
you will not shave as closely, tlwre will 
be less chance for hRirs to ingrow. 
Whe n shaving you should avoid using 
any oily or greasy lotions either before 
or afterwards. These block the en­
trances to the- follicles and c r<'at(' a 
s tagnant pool of oil , which bacteria 
find most nourishing. Gently wnshing 
the skin with Dial Cold bC'forc shaving 
will dis<:ourngc their ardor. Your 
dermatologist can give you a prescrip­
tion for topical El)1hromy<:i11 which, 
used onc:C' daily, should imprO\'C' the­
problem grcntly. It is not pnrticularly 
c-xpc-nsive. nor is it a fr<''lll<'llt c,\use of 
contact allergies. 
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Your statc·111ent that shaving 
improv('s t hl'st' lesions g ives risr to 
anothe r possibility. You might check 
thr skin on the uppr r 011tn arms to ser 
whethe r the follicle mouths have a 
rough, scaly material in the ir centers. 
1 f so, you have probably got Keratosis 
Pilaris, a hereditary condition in which 
the follicle mouths are plugged with 
skin cells. When seve re, the p roblem 
fed s almost like sandpaper or goose 
b umps. Lac- Hydrin. a relatively 
inexpensive lotion p rescribed by a 
dermatologist, will frequently work on 
this proble m. Sometimes the derma­
tologist will add Sulfacct Lotion or 
Retin-A at bedtime. Since this is an 
hereditary condition, you will have to 
stay on these topical mC'<lic:atio11s to 
keep a satisfacto1y result. 

Please rest assured , Pizza Thighs, 
that many limes I "sausage .. problems 
in my practice. It is impo rtant to deal 
with them properly ~o that tht·y A._ 
do not "mushroom!'' ~ 

l .. etter"··· 

tody. Their recommendations are as fol­
lows: 

• The right for trannies to have a 
single cell. 

• The right to be addressed in their 
preferred gender terms. 

• The right to be addressed t,y their 
chosen names. 

• The right to choose the sex of the 
police officer who may need to conduct a 
strip search. 

• The right to continue taking medica­

tion while in custody for post-op trans­
sexuals. 

Sincerely, Rosa/Queensland 

Plt',lSt' Noll': 
Thl' tontt•nts of thh nt'\\·slt•ttt•r .irt• 
copyri~hkd. Ii you ,,,mt to rt•print ,,n 

.utide ynu ,t'I' lwn•. plt•,1sP nint,Kt 
thr editor for pt•rmis,ion. Mmt likely, 
we'll sav " Yes" hut vou do h,1\ e to ,1sk 
us first. · • 




