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CSUN Center for Sex Research Endorses

24 Congress Here in 797

Plans for a Second International Congress On
Crossdressing, Sex and Gender Issues took a step
closer to reality last month when the Human
Sexuality Education Program in the Graduate
School of Education at the University of Pennsylva-
nia agreed to be the academic sponsor for the event.
William R. Stayton, Th.D., and JoAnn Roberts,
Ph.D., co-chair the Steering Committee for the
conference to be held in the late Spring of 1997.

The overwhelming response for the first con-
gress was so positive that several members of the
transgender community approached Vern Bullough,
Ph.D., R.N., the organizer and co-chair of the first
event, with the idea of holding the congress on a
regular basis. Dr. Bullough, while supportive of the
idea, did not want to be responsible for a second or
subsequent conference. He did, however, encour-
age the exploration of possible sites for a second
congress and pledged his advisory support if a
suitable academic sponsor could be found.

While still at the conference, many people from
both the transgender community and the profes-
sional community talked openly about when and
where a second (-()ngr(ws‘ might be held. Several
people regarded the University of Pennsylvania’s
program as an excellent choice for a sponsor and
that 1997 would be the best timing. JoAnn Roberts

agree d to seek the Unive lslt\ S coope ration.

On March 17, 1995, Dr. Stayton at the request of

Dr. Roberts proposed the congress to the faculty of
the Human Sexuality Education Program and the y
agreed to sponsor the event. Roberts then contacted
Dr. Bullough and James Elias, Ph.D., Executive
Director of the Center for Sex Research at Cal State
University at Northridge (CSUN), to inform them of
the decision by the faculty at the university.

In a fax on March 29, 1995, Dr. Bullough informed
Roberts, “Jim [Elias] says the Center for Sex Research
will be happy to co-sponsor, and endorse [the second
congress| as our legitimate successor...”

“This is an opportunity for both the trangender
and professional communities to work together
again on a project of widespread importance,” says
Roberts. “We'd like the event co- sponsors and th(‘
Steering Committee to be even more eclectic than it
was for the first congress,” she said, “Where it goes
after this will be up to whoever is willing to do the
groundwork. There are several contenders.”

(J()o[)(-mti(m between the trzuwg(-n(lvr and
pmf(*ssi(nml organizations will be critical to the
success of this second congress. The TG organiza-
tions will provide both the seed funds and the
bodies to do the behind-the-scenes work. The
professional organizations will primarily be con-
cerned with the programming and review of
submissions.

A Call for Papers will be announced later this
year, along with other details of the event.

Happy 8" Birthday Renaissance!

None of the five co-founders of Renaissance in
1987 would have believed where the organization is
today had someone been able to foretell the future.

That first meeting of 13 people gave no hint at
the impact this small group would have on the
lr;m\g«*n(l(-r community at large.

Today, Renaissance stands as the only national
membership organization for all transgendered
people. It has grown from a local support group to a

federally recognized education association with four
chapters (soon to be five) and seven affiliates in nine
states, and it’s still growing.

Renaissance members are community contribu-
tors, too, with members serving on the boards of
I[FGE, Outreach Institute, AEGIS, and Tri-Ess.

So, a Bronx cheer to those who thought Renais-
sance was just a “flash in the pan” and congratula-
tions to all Renaissance members on your birthday.
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R0 Chapter & Affiliate Information #;

Chapters

Delaware

\Vilmington, Delaware: meets second
Saturday of each month. Write forinfo to: PO
Box 5656, Wil-mington. DE 19808 or call
302-995-1396.

Maryland

A chapter is forming in the Baltimore
area. Watch for more information.

New Jersey

South Jersey/Shore Area: Write Re-
naissance South Jersey, Box 189, Mays Land-
ing, NJ, 08330. Meets first Saturday of the
month at the Atlantic Mental Health Center,
2002 Black Horse Pike, McKee City. Doors
open 7TPM. Call 609-641-3782 for details.

Pennsylvania

Greater Philadelphia: Write Renais-
sance GPC, 987 Old Eagle School Rd., Suite
719, Wayne, Pa. 19087. Meets third Saturday
of the month in King of Prussia. Doors open
8 p.m. all year round. Call 610-975-9119 for
information.

Lower Susquehanna Valley: Write Re-
naissance LSV, Box 2122 Harrisburg, PA
17105. Meets on the first Saturday of the
month. Call 717-780-1LSV (1578) for loca-
tion and times.

Affiliates

Georgia

Atlanta: The American Educational Gen-
der Information Service (AEGIS), PO Box
33724, Decatur, GA 30033-0724 or call 404-
939-0244. Information resources.

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender Explorations
(A.G.E.), PO Box 77562, Atlanta, GA 30357,
404-939-2128.

Louisiana

New Orleans; The Gulf Gender Alli-
ance, PO Box 870213, New Orleans, LA
70187-1300. Local support group.

New Jersey

N. Central Jersey: Monmouth/Ocean
Trans Gender, (MOTG), write PO Box 8243,
Red Bank, NJ 07701 or call 908-219-9094.

New York

Manhattan: Metropolitan Gender Net-
work (MGN), write 561 Hudson St., Box 453,
New York, NY 10014, or call 201-794-1665,
Ext. 332. Local support group.

Long Island: New York GIRL & Part-
ners, PO Box 456, Centereach, NY 11720,
Call 516-732-8219 for info.

Oklahoma

Central Oklahoma: Sooners Belles, part
of the Central Oklahoma Transgender Alli-
ance (COTA). Contact, Rachel Rudnick, P.O.
Box 575, Norman, OK 73070.
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© 1994, Renaissance Education Asso-
ciation, Inc., 987 Old Eagle School
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Articles, opinion pieces, and letters to the
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(% Resources 1%

Background Papers:

Background Papers are $1.25 each:
. Myths & Misconceptions About
Crossdressing

2. Reasons for Male to Female
Crossdressing

3. PARTNERS: Spouses &

Significant Others

The Matter of Children

. Annotated Bibliography

. Telling the Children: A
Transsexual’s Point of View

. AIDS/ HIV Safety and Ethics.

8. Understanding Transsexualism

o Ut~
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Significant Other Support

To network with other partners of trans-
gendered people contact Evelyn Kirkland,
PO Box 1242, Newtown, Pa., 18940.

Pen Pal Program:

If you would like to correspond with
other people around the country con-
tact Pen Pals, care of Maryann Kirk-
land, PO Box 1242, Newtown, Pa.,
18940. Maryann will put you on the Pen
Pal List and give you a copy of that list
so you may correspond with as many
new friends as you like.

Local Calendar
May
6 Ren. South Jersey
6 Ren. LSV meeting
13 Ren. Delaware
20 Ren. GPC
27 Balto. Affiliate
June
3 Ren. South Jersey
3 Ren. LSV meeting
10 Ren. Delaware
17 Ren. GPC
24 Balto. Affiliate
July
1 Ren. South Jersey
1 Ren. LSV meeting

8 Ren. Delaware
15 Ren. GPC
22 Balto. Affiliate



Did you notice it was a triumph for
the transgendered at the Oscars? Oh
yeah, the award for best costumes
went to our very most fab favorite, The
Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the
Desert, and yes the designer accepted
the award in a dress made entirely of
credit cards and, Martin Landau col-
lected an Oscar for his work in Ed
Wood — which was about a transves-
tite, but: the piece de resistance was
when Arnold (Schwarzenegger, not
Ziffle) introduced Clint Eastwood as
the recipient of the prestigious Irving
Thalberg Award. Why’s that you ask?
If you have been xm(lmg_, this column
re hmousl\ you will recall that Mr.

T ]mlb(*rg was a crossdresser. Now ain’t
that a hoot? They gave our biggest ma-
cho guy an award named after a sissy.
And, he liked it.

HAIRY SITUATION?

If people who shave their heads are
called skinheads, does that make
people like me, who shave their body
hair off on a regular basis, skinbodies?
A moot point. I only bring it up since I
recently went througll what most
crossdressers dread— medical tests.
Tests that r('qmr(* you to remove your
shirt and possibly your pants. (The
nurse only had to push my pant legs
up, but there I lay in all my stubble
covered splondor ) There were just a
few routine blood tests, so I knew my
arm would have to be bare. The EKG
was another matter, though. “Take of
your shirt and wait in that room.”
here goes.

She never said a word. First the

Well,
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b\'{ Angelé (;‘-ardner

blood tests and the shaved arm. Then,
the EKG room and the stubble cov-
ered body. Through it all we chatted
(The 2y
tend to do tlmt when p('()pl(‘ are stl(l\
ing needles in me.) I have no clue what
she thought about my trimmed down
body hair but I knew she couldn’t miss
it. Could it be, she was simply being
what more people in the world should
work at being, civilized? Yes, 1 bet
that’s it.

It proves to me once again, people,
for the most part, don’t care what you

amiably as my hands sweated.

do or how you dress. They may wonder
about you but how will that hurt you?
If you Thave to have a procedure (lonv
don’t risk your health worrying about
what the doctors or nurses may think if
parts of you are shaved (besides your
face). No big deal.

Maybe someday we’ll meet again,
that pretty blue eyed blood test woman
and I. In some other EKG room in
some other town. And, maybe then I'll
tell her why I go through the trouble of
shaving my whole bod. Until then,
we'll alw ays have the memories.

0)’S QUEEN

I guess we all know by now that a
man in a dress ( with a totally inappro-
priate bow in his hair! Judge Ito, call
the Fashion Police!) was ejected from
the O.]. Simpson trial back in April.
Will B. King, a pseudonym if I've ever
heard heard one (shouldn’t that be
Will B. Queen) who was actually wear-
ing a pink skirt and an awful top, had
been a spectator at the trial in a previ-
ous incarnation featuring swim trunks,

a necktie and Hawaiian shirt (maybe
he’s coming to the LSV Luau. Be very,
very scared!). He has gotten in while
wearing these outrageous outfits since
they fill the peanut gallery by lottery.
There’s no discrimination when it
comes to spectators. (And Will B’s
taste is n()l1-(1i\'('rimin;\t()r\' too.)
Now, I just don’t know why we
bother. I mean, here we are, trying to
make a place for ourselves in society
that will be respected, trying to be
seen as responsible human beings, not
weirdoes and then a card carrying
weirdo like King comes along, dresses
badly and gets labeled a “transvestite”
by the media. I'm sure he’s just a dork
who figured he could get some jollies
by dressing up in an amusing little out-
fit and attending the trial. Well, as a
noted queen once said, “We are not
Remember Will B. King, if
you try this again, we’ll hunt you down
and make you appear on Hard C Jopy .

amused.”

If you must try it one more time, be
sure to let people know you aren’t a
transvestite. Perhaps a large sign on
your back that reads, “I'm not a trans-
vestite but I dress like one on Court
TV” would be in order.

SCHEMAIL

I got a press release from the Soci-
ety of Crossdressing Hardware Engi-
neers promoting a newsletter they put
out called SCHEMail . All they sent
was a short synopsis of the contents of

the latest issue along with a copy of the
cover. I would have liked to have seen
the real deal but they claimed poverty
and said they hoped the synopsis
would “whet” my appetite. Well, they
are asking for $4 plus $1 for postage
for a copy. Looking at the sketch of the
contents, it seems like it might be
worth it. If you have an insatiable de-
sire to read all you can about the trans-
gendered community and you like your
information pr(‘ﬁ(‘nt('d in a savvy and
irreverent manner, read my column!
Oops, I mean get in touch with the
publisher of SCHEMail and check it
out. Nancy R. Nangeroni is the perpe-
trator and she can be reached by
phone at 617-497-6928 and by E-mail:

COH”IHI(’(I next ])(l{_.’('



News Beat...

nrn@world.std.com. Just what we
need, another wacky transgender
newsletter. The cover page says,
“Something vaguely resembling Trans-
gender Wit, Wisdom, & Politics.” With a
header like that, all I can say is welcome
aboard. The more the merrier.

STOP THE PRESSES,
ITS A MAN IN A DRESS!

We r('ally are popping up every-
where and not just in newsletters and
‘zines. Esquire did a twelve page story
in their April issue on the transgender
trend. It’s a pretty comprehensive job,

covering such diverse people in the
transgender community as Las Vegas
Barbie Jahna Steele to legal eagle
Phyllis Randolph Frye.

Jahna was featured in a sidebar to
the main story, with enough photos in-
cluded to l\(‘(*p any red blooded
femmophile lmpp\ Boy, does that
woman look good! I'd take her home
to mom. She told of how she had never
felt like a man and had remained a vir-
gin until after her surgery. She also
stated that in order to maintain her
beauty she has to take estrogen every
day. ( She has lived as a woman since
the age of 17. You can’t start late and
look that good.)

In the main story a TS named
Martine Rothblatt said that since she
had surgery she doesn’t have to take
hormones. Now, who is right? When in
doubt, go with the showgirl. Jahna is
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correct in saying she must take hor-
mones. Martine was either mis-
quoted or doesn’t understand that
with the testes removed you're not
getting big splashes of testosterone
but you have no ovaries producing
estrogen. A hormone supplement is
necessary to maintain the blush of
youth and femininity.

Of course the two women have
completely different backgrounds:
Jahna always felt like a woman and
never felt like a male. Martine spent
half her life as a male and claimed to
have been a “regular guy.” She made a
decision to spend the second half of
her life as a female when she found
herself spending more and more time
crossdressed. Could she be— trans-
gendered, not transsexual? Read the
article and you decide.

It’s a well rounded treatment of the
transgender phenomenon and worth
reading. I found it in my local library.

At my local newsstand I picked up a
copy of Details, it was their May Sex
issue and I bought it for the articles.
Actually I bought it, since, in my ca-

pacity as Co-Director of Outreach for
Renaissance 1 was contacted |)_\' two re-
porters from the magazine asking for
information about Renaissance and the
drag scene in Philadelphia. T was pre-
pared to be quoted and gave them the
best sound bytes and PR speak I could
muster, but as far as I can tell from pe-
rusing the mag closely, paving particu-
lar attention to the hot photos of Traci
Lords (another woman I'd take home
to mom, but mom would throw us
out.), I could not find any info on

Since 1969!

Bookstore

565 10th Ave., 2nd Floor
New York, N.Y. 10036

Hours: 12 noon - 6 pm
(212) 947-7773

Lee's Mardi Gras Ent., Inc.
Lee G. Brewster, President
Boutique
400 W. 14th St., 3rd fl

New York, N.Y. 10014
Both Stores Open Monday through Saturday!

Hours: 11:30 - 6:30 pm
(212) 645-1888
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transgendered folks except a blurb in
their Global Affairs section on the SF
transgender rights law. (I think RNGV
scooped them on that.) They quoted
an official who said, “Now a gu\' can’t
get a pink slip for wearing one.

If T find any other reference to TG
people in Details T'll let you know. Of
course it may take a while. Along with
those photos of Traci there’s that ar-
ticle on Tantric sex and an interview
with Brooke Shields.

Practically at press time we got a
notice from Mothering magazine let-
ting us know that th('v mentioned us
on page 21 of their Summer 1995 is-
sue. The notice didn’t say what context
we were presented in but I think it’s
pretty cool to be mentioned as a re-
source for mothers who may have
transgendered children. I'll check this
mention out and let you know what
they had to say about Renaissance.

MRS. DOUBT ZAZA?

A report has appeared in several
publications stating that Robin Will-
iams, last seen in a dress as Mrs.
Doubtfire, will return to the feminine
side of the spectrum as the Zaza char-
acter in a remake of La Cage Au
Folles, called Birds of A Feather. 1
guess Robin (that’s a girl’s name ain’t
it?) felt that his return to women’s at-
tire should be a trifle more glamorous
than the Doubtfire drudgery. I can't
wait to see him in some fabulous
gowns. And you know the boy will
make her wild. He just can’t help him-
self. Look for high camp and I'm not
talking about a tent on a mountain top.

MICHELE LACRETE, R.E.
California Licensed

FOR FREE CONSULTATION
CALL: 201-886-8198

DAY, EVENING &
WEEKEND HOURS

— ELECTROLYSIS —

MEDICALLY APPROVED METHOD OF PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL
Individual, Sterile, Disposable Probes
Experts in Face, Eyebrows, Bikini Lines, Legs and Beards
WAXING AND PEDICURES AVAILABLE
PROFESSIONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL « FOR WOMEN AND MEN
10% Off First Treatment » Senior Citizen Discount

10 BEVERLY PLACE
(off River Road)
EDGEWATER, NJ 07020




His co-star will be noted Broadway
actor Nathan Lane. (Who?) No word
on when this production will hit the
silver screen but I'm sure it fits in well
with other transgender friendly films
like To Wong Foo sure to be released
in the coming months. Put a few guys
into drag... now that’s entertainment!

HELP, ’'M ORGANIZING
AND I CAN’T GET UP
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mone hint. Remember girls, Premarin
is made by treating horses very badly.
When you were a little girl (or what-
ever), didn’t you always want to ride a
horsy? (The jodhpurs were pretty
cool.) Well, these poor horses can’t
even walk. They are kept pregnant in
pens. If you are taking hormones, ask
your doctor for something else.

ACTION AIDS & TG INFO

If you're trying to get a group off
the ground in your neck of the woods,
and believe me the woods are loaded
with TG people looking for support,
then this item is for you. The IFGE
will help you reach potential members.
Contact Holly Cross, ¢/o IFGE, PO
Box 367, W .nldn(l MA 01778. Holly is
the Mistress of the Database and Mar-
quess of the Mailing List. She will tell
you how many copies of your promo-
tional material she needs. You then put
your organizational informational bro-
chures into envelopes, stamp them and
ship them en masse to Ms. Cross. She
will print the labels, stick them to the
envelopes and dispatch them through
the US mail. This service is only open
to not-for-profit groups so don’t try to
get her to mail out your order I()nn for
the latest Wonder Hip Enhancer (only
one twenty nine ninety five, p]us tax.
Order tod: ay while supplu s last!)

By the way, in her note Holly added
her two cents to the Premarin (lls(ns-
sion that’s been going on in News &
Views. She said, “Premarin is not the
only one that will do the trick.” I
know.” Thanks for the helping hand
for new groups and thanks for the hor-

DONNA'’S HAIR STUDIO 1 AND BOUTIQUE

Hrs. Tu. 9-5 ¢ W.-Th. 9-8 » Sa. 8-4

181 SCOTCH RD * TRENTON ¢ NJ 609-883-0002

Alive And Kicking, the newsletter
for people with AIDS and HIV, in-
forms us that ActionAIDS in Philadel-
phia has published a brochure on
AIDS information for the transgen-
dered. The cover says, “There’s more
out there passing than you... don’t for-
get HIV/AIDS.” To get a copy of the
brochure, or several copies for your
support group meetings, call
ActionAIDS at 215-981-3351.

If you are in Philadelphia and would
like to find out about events of interest
to the TG community you can call the
Transgendered Information Line at
215-981-3328. Even though it is spon-
sored by ActionAIDS, you don’t have
to have to be HIV+ to call and find out
what’s happening. If you do have the
virus and would like to attend a sup-
port groups for HIV+ transgendered
people, check out Passages, every
Thursday from six to eight PM at 1216
Arch Street, fourth floor. For more in-
formation, the number again is 215-
981-3351. Out of town? Don’t call col-
lect. Not even with the 1-800 Collect
thing. They need all the cash they can
get to continue their work.

RHPS GETS CAST & VIRTUAL

If you've got a few spare bob, and
you don’t mind ordering merchandise
from Merry Olde England, this might
be right up your alley... if you like
Frank N. Furter. (Funny thing is, my
ex-wife loved the Rocky Horror Pic-
ture Show and I was so far in the closet
I couldn’t tell her I would have loved
to dress up like Frank for her private
pleasure. Ah, life.)

Phaedra Kelly tells us that Frankie
is immortalized in cast porcelain. She
says it’s a “15-inch tall cold-cast porce-
lain kit.” It will cost you £74.95 plus
£2.75 postage within the U.K.. Lord
knows what postage is to the States.
Contact: This Island Earth, 10 Elm
Grove, Urmston, Manchester, M31-
11N UK. If you fancy an international
call ring them up at 0-61-748-0491.
Don't forget the county code, luv!

[ imagine they’ll be able to tell you
how much shlppln;, » will be and if the)
can take your credit card, your card
company will do the dollars to pounds
conversion. Thanks for the Rocky Hor-
ror info Phaedra.

JoAnn Roberts adds that fans of
RHPS will find a Web site dedicated
to the flick at http:/Aavww.cs.wvu.edw/
~paulr/rhps/rhps.html.

And thank you gentle readers for
once again giving me a reason to t\p( till
[ get ke \l)()‘ud wrist. Ouch! Where's
that Ace bandage when I need it?
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SELMA BLAKER

Wig Service Shop

Specializing in the Sales and Service
of all Human & Synthetic Pieces

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat.

609-428-8448

Barclay Towers




IFGE Re

by Evelyn Kirklana

Introducing a new logo and a new
format for programs, IFGE’s 9th
annual “Coming Together-Working
Together” convention convened in
Atlanta, Georgia, on March 12, 1995.
Entitled Atlanta Action 95, the focus
of this year’s gathering was to motivate
local groups to become visible and
active in today’s society. To this end,
the programs were designed to
develop leadership at all levels of the
community and to share successful
endeavors between groups.

With approximately 125 registered
participants and many local walk-ins,
this )’ealr's convention may not have
been a financial success, but it did
achieve its objectives. Although not as
well represented as at previous
conventions, Renaissance’s leadership
was visible through those representa-
tives who did attend.

Maryann Kirkland was appointed to
a full three year term on IFGE’s board
of (lll‘(‘(t()]S, thereby, continuing
Renaissance’s representation there.
Maryann continues to serve as Pro-
gram Chair for next year’s convention.

Alison Laing, a co-founder of
Renaissance, was chosen as the new
Executive Director of IFGE. This
position became vacant by the resigna-
tion of Merissa Sherrill L\nn who
founded the organization.

The new programming format was
introduced on Wednesday with two
all-day seminars. One session was a
Boot Camp for Public Speaking led by
Eve Burchert who chairs IFGE’s
committee for Public Education and
focused on improving one’s ability and
confidence when addressing the
public. The other session was a
Community “Town” Meeting where

groups and individuals focused on how

to build a stronger and more visible
community.

The programs on Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday were varied with never
more than three programs prosonte(]
at any one time. A fourth room was
available for “spill over” discussions
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from the seminars or for just conversa-
tion between convention participants.

The Congress of Transgender
Organizations (CTO) met twice during
the convention. At present, the CTO
has representatives from 110 of the
220 groups known to exist within the
community. Membership is expected
to increase significantly because of
outreach toward the Tri-Ess groups.
Anne Johnson and Maryann Kirkland
were re-elected to the offices of Chair
and Sccretdrv respec tl\'(‘l\' ,vnn
Walker and Patricia Winn will share
the office of Vice Chair.

Many exciting projects are being
undertaken by the CTO. The direction
and purpose of the organization were
rewritten to more clearly indicate what
the CTO is about. The new direction
reads: “To facilitate communication
and co- operation within our commu-
nity and the community at large.” The
“To promote and
encourage the exploration and accep-
tance of diverse representations of

new purpose r (‘.1(15

gender identity within our community
and the community at large.” This
newly defined direction and purpose
incorporates the principles expressed
in the “tr;ms;,(-ndvr alliance Pledge for
Community” and requires organiza-
tions to subscribe to the pledge
without actually signing the statement.

The CTO a(]opt( ' a propos: al to
create an electronic home for the
worldwide gender community on the
Internet. A committee of four are
working to make this proposal a reality
in the near future.

The CTO endeavors to expand on
the outreach efforts of several local
organizations l)_\' contacting r(‘ligi(ms
congregations at a national level.

The first ever STAR (Special
Transgender Achievement Recogni-
tion) award was presented to Ms.
Jennifer Richards of MAGGIE for
Meritorious Service to the Commu-
nity. This award is available to any
organization that wishes to recognize
an individual for dedication and
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port Inside Atlanta Action 95

service on a local level. (Contact Anne
Johnson or Maryann Kirkland for
details on how to nominate a STAR.)

On Wednesday night, the Trinity
Awards were prcsonted to six pvoplo in
the tr.lmg(*ndor community. This
year's recipients were: Dallas Denny,
founder and Executive Director of
AEGIS; James Green, editor of F2M,
the largest circulated publication for
female-to-male transgender issues;
Laura Caldwell, who led IFGE’s
Strategic Plan, Vision 2000; Leslie
Feinberg, author of Stone Butch Blues
and Transgender Liberation: A
Movement Whose Time Has Come;
Sharon Ann Stuart, director of the
Military Law Project for ICTLEP; and
Linda Peacock, board of directors
IFGE and TRI-ESS, chair of SPICE.

The highlight of the Convention
occurred on Saturday night with the
presentation of the Virginia Prince

Lifetime Achievement Award to
Yvonne Cook-Riley, who has faithfully
served IFGE as “financial wizard”
since its beginning. Prior to jumping
aboard the IFGE train, Yvonne was
active in many local organizations in
Indiana. l()(l.l\ Yvonne is making great
strides in strex 1(fth(*n|nu the bonds
between the transgender and gay and
lesbian communities.

On Sunday morning, the traditional
IFGE i()()tlmll was ps \ss(*(l to the
convention host contingent from
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Next year's
convention will be held in Minneapolis
March 24, 1996 to March 31.
lh)p(' to see everyone at

“Minneapolis Pride.”

Contact IFGE at PO
Box 229, Waltham,
MA 02154, or call
617-899-2212.
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Explore Yourse

PERHAPS WE CAN HELP. We've been helping people explore the limits of who they are since
1985 with publications like Art & lllusion: A Guide to Crossdressing, Vols. 1 and 2 ($US15 ea.),
Coping With Crossdressing ($US15) and the only book on feminine speech Speaking As A Woman
($US10). CDS also has video publications like Basic Makeup, Dressing with Fashion and Style, and
Ladylike Deportment. All our videos are one low price of $US30, plus $US3 shipping and handling
each. Write, call or surf the net today for a free catalog. CDS is your information source for the
next millennium. We'll continue to exploit new technologies to bring you what you want.

CREATIVE DEsten Services

Voice: 610064009449 Fax: 61026480257
P.O. Box 61263 King of Prussia PA USA 19406

info@cdspub.com * www.cdspub.com




The strike is over and the replace-
ment players have been banished to
the sandlots once again. And not a
moment too soon, either.

[ think this last batch of newsletters
from which I cull the items for this
column were written by replacement
crossdressers because there seemed to
be a dearth of interesting material.

So it'll be nice to have the major
leaguers back at their word proces-
sors. I can look forward to a few hits,
some errors, maybe a wild pitch, and
the inevitable (lmg bunt. But

l)l( ase... no runners.

If That’s What You Call Fun

The January 16 issue of The New
Yorker magazine carried a profile of
socialite businessman and crossdresser
Neil Cargile. It’s an interesting study
of a successful ‘man’s man” who
ll‘ll)p( ns to enjoy—quite ope nl\ —the
thrill of public crossdressing.

My interest in this article was not
the surface facts surrounding how
“High Heel Neil” (as he is called by

friends) goes about his crossdressing or
his fashion choices. The descriptions of
his outfits and the 21(‘('()11![)11[1)'illg plmt()

is not terribly flattering. Mr. Cargile is
a ruggedly handsome fifty-something
man. As a woman, he favors flashy,
perhaps trashy, outfits that are unre-
markable except in their brazenness.

John Berendst, the journalist writing
the profile, attempts to understand the
crossdressing phenomenon in general
and Cargile’s motivation to crossdress
in particular. In this respect, it is an
excellent basics course for the non-
crossdressing public.
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Cargile, who doesn’t really use a
femme name but sometimes refers to
himself as She-Neil (as in chenille) is
pretty blunt about his motivation to
crossdress. “It’s fun,” he repeats many
times whenever the author tries to pin
him down on why he likes to cross-

At times, the “fun”

seems to be a defensive ('.\‘[)Iunalti(m

dress. motivation
to l\'v('p more serious issues at l)‘n'
The only other reason that C (ll"l](‘
admits Im his outr: e mlsl\ feminine
crossdressing is that he enjoys
attention, especially when he knows
his audience is shocked and amused
by his presence.

When he isn’t wearing ridiculously
short skirts and fancy women'’s hats in
full drag, She-Neil enjoys mixing his
masculine and feminine wardrobes.
The author of the profile recounts his
meeting with Cargile at New York’s
Tavern on the Green restaurant on a
crowded Sunday afternoon—where
Cargile showed up as his male self in a
navy double-breasted blazer and dress
shirt, ('()II])I(‘(l with a micro miniskirt
and high heels. The tourists went crazy
gawking at him/her and Mr. Cargile
loved every minute,and snapshot, of it.

She-Neil isn’t a member of any
crossdresser’s support group. And
111;1}‘1)(' that’s a good tlling because
some support groups on which I've
reported have dress codes against
just the type of outrageous female
dress and gender-mixing of ward-
robes in which Cargile does his
thing. And I'm sure there are some
community leaders out there who
find his insistence on having “fun” as
somehow beneath the dignity of the

“true” crossdresser.

But Cargile’s public antics point out
that if crossdressing is practiced in a
spirit of openness and good humor—
rather than semi-embarrassment and
subterfuge—others can accept it at
face value. There’s got to be more of
a motivation for all of us to cross-
dress than simply “fun’ but let us not
be afraid to admit crossdressing is
enjoyable as an end in itself.

So Funny I Forgot To Laugh

It’s nice to know that if I miss
something of note in newsletterland,
S()m(']x)(l_\' out there will call it to my
attention. Bonnie from the Boulton &
Park group in Texas sent us a copy of a
tongue-in-cheek piece that was
published in the newsletter of the Gulf
Gender Alliance. Unfortunately, 1
don’t have the name of the author of
this piece, which is a lucky break for
whoever he or she may be.

The article was in the form of a
‘Hazardous Materials Report” and the
hazardous material being analyzed was
a substance called “Woman,” and you
can begin groaning now.

Here is a brief sample of what was
written [my comments in brackets]:

Discoverer: Dr. Adam R. Male
[Even the most misogynistic clod
wouldn’t claim that man ‘discovered’
woman. ]

l’]\)'si(-;ll Properties: Boils at
n()thing. freezes without reason; melts
if given special treatment; bitter if
incorrectly used; yields when pressure
.\pph( d to correct points. [This was
men’s magazine -style humor from the
50’s and 60’s but this is 1995... isn’t it?]

Chemical Properties: Affinity for
gold, silver, and precious stones;
activity greatly increased by saturation
in alcohol; m: 1y explode spontaneously
for no known reason; most powerful
capital reducing agent known to
civilization. [Why waste time simply
demeaning women when you can just
insult them outright?]

Common Uses: Highly ornamental,
especially in sports cars; great aid to
relaxation; effective cleaning agent.
[Answer that phone. If it's Gloria
Allred, tell her we're not in.]



Tests: Rosy pink when found in
natural state; turns green when placed
beside a better specimen. [Now that
you've dug that hole, should we just
throw the dirt in on top of you, or do
you really think you can get out of it?]

If this supposedly humorous piece
was found in the American Beer
Drinker’s Journal, it wouldn’t be any
funnier but maybe the context would
make more sense. In a transgendered
support group newsletter, it’s unfath-
omable. Aren’t we trying to emulate
women? Aren’t we supposed to have a
more empathetic outlook on what it’s
like to be a woman in our society?
Hell, forget all that: aren’t we sup-
posed to like women? What was the
author thinking when he submitted
this for publication? And which editor
was asleep at the switch when this
trainload of woman-bashing tripe came
rumbling down the tracks?

I once wrote that our community
newsletters were our calling cards to
the outside world. A piece like this
sends the wrong message to any
intelligent person reading it. Someone
outside the transgender community
would be rightly suspicious about our
stated interest in things feminine upon
reading something like this item. Let’s
be more vigilant in what we publish
and what we are saying about ourselves
through our newsletters.

[Ed. note: See the Letters To The
Editor column for more on this issue.]

Stifle Yourself Archie

The Memphis Transgendered
Alliance puts out the newsletter
Powder & Pearls. In their February
issue, they printed an unsigned letter
to the editor. Like the “humorous”
article above, I could hardly believe
the content of this letter appeared in
1995. Rather than paraphrase the
writer, I'll let his own words stand
for themselves.

“I must protest the apathy of this
group (MTGA) on the subject of
homosexuality,” he or she begins. “[At]
recent group meetings, there has been
present an admitted homosexual. As a
crossdresser, I ask for separation.

“...While I engage in occasional
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crossdressing, I do not wished to be
confused with the homosexual.”

Our letter-writer then takes a few
sentences to explain how hetero
crossdressers must allay the fears of
spouses that crossdressing partners
may have homosexual tendencies.

“Ladies and gentlemen, I believe
there should be an acknowledged
separation between the transgendered
and the homosexual,” he writes before
signing off with this kicker, “I agree we
should be nice to our guest, but our
guest should also be severely limited to
the quantity of visits, say once, and also
limited to our group resources, for
example, our patience.”

I was waiting for his suggestion that
the homosexual member be required
to wear a pink Star of David on her
dress so that any new members would
know that they were dealing with an
“admitted homosexual.”

MTGA is an open group, not
limited to hetero crossdressers, and
another uncredited member (pre-
sumably an officer) wrote a counter-
opinion in favor of diversity and
freedom within the group. In fact,
the MTGA meets in the Memphis
Gay and Lesbian Community
Center, which would make the
exclusion of homosexuals somewhat
hypocritical, don’t you think?

Unfortunately, there are probably
more than a few heterosexual cross-
dressers who don’t mind taking refuge
in gay establishments because of the
easy acceptance therein, while secretly
harboring the worst kinds of prejudice
against homosexuals.

It is true that most heterosexual
crossdressers wish to maintain a
distinction in the public’s eyes
between us and the stereotype of gay
drag. But we won'’t get sympathy
from anyone with two brain cells to
rub together if we act like Archie
Bunkers in high heels.

How Dare You Have Such A
Sense Of Humor!

The Transgenderist is the newslet-
ter of the TG Independence Club in
Albany NY. A regular feature of the
newsletter is a column by a member

writing under the name Miss Take

and the name of the column is
Gotterdammerung which I think is
German for “Ve Are der Master Race”.
Anyway, the Gotterdammerung
column is Miss Take’s irreverent view
of the transgendered experience.

In their March issue, another
regular contributor to the newsletter,
Callan Williams, wrote to complain
about Miss Take’s less than serious
approach to things. You see, Callan
Williams is very serious about stuff like
transgenderism, and usually takes up a
page or two of each of their newslet-
ters with her own views of things
transgendered. Her letter of complaint
to Miss Take was printed in full and is
filled with references to learned
studies on gender dysphoria, complete
with words like “gynemimetic.” All as a
means to show the contrast between
her own seriousness and Miss Take’s
coverage of things like Reba McEntire
meeting her drag impersonator in a
new Nashville revue. Apparently, that
meeting was not gynemimetic (‘nough
to meet Callan’s stringent requirement
for intellectual stimulation.

Callan closes her multisyllabic
diatribe thus: “Transgender isn’t a game!
You embarrass us and our community
by your frivolous attitudes!”

It never ceases to amaze me how
many people wish to control all aspects
of everyone else’s involvement in the
TG community. We've seen more than
a few groups impose dress codes; there
is the sexual orientation litmus test in
some organizations; some have said I
have no right to report on things I see
in other newsletters; and Callan
Williams is only one of a few who think
that a sense of humor is a dangerous
thing. Her view is especially odd given
the name of her own organization: TG
Independence Club.

There are enough of us out there to
allow for the diversity of each indi-
vidual. We don’t need to run everyone
through Callan Willams—or anyone
else’s—cookie cutter.



Attention Crossdressers: Please let your Slgn' fic
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Come Out, Come Out, Wherever You Are

by Lily (NY Girls & Partners)

[ am amazed at the partners and
wives, WHERE ARE THEY? Each
and every month 1 read a dozen or so
newsletters from around the country,
hoping and looking to find an article
written by a partner. But other than a
\'('I"\' S(']('('t f‘('\\' ()’V s, we S()lll(‘]l()\\v
remain, non-existant, invisible and
silent. 1 find this silence deafening!

My emotions run from sincerely felt
empathy, to downright mad at the (for
the most part), total lack of partner
participation. Once again, I ask.
WHERE ARE YOU?

More often than not, I have found
myself the only partner at a party,
where most of the people are married.
I can count on one hand the number
of women that attended a non-dressed
meeting. 1 find this very confusing. If

our partners were into golf, or bowling,

or tennis, and we weren't, wouldn’t we
take some interest in it? WAKE-UP
ladies. Those are hobbies and can
change with the seasons. His cross-
dressing is not a hobby and is here to
stay. Now, wouldn't it seem logical to
learn more about it?

To make a point (I will use fictitious
names): Just this past month, John/
Jenny attended a party in someone’s
home, a party at a hotel, a board of
directors meeting, and a non-dressed
discussion meeting. He says he is

“happily married” and his wife acce pts
his crossdressing. Well then, where is
she? Doesn’t she want to know where
he is going? Isn’t she curious about the
people he is spending time with? He
spends 3-4 nights out of the home
every month, in places she has never
been, sharing his life with people she
doesn’t know. Isn’t there something

wrong here? When he goes home, how

can he talk about where he has been,

or who he has spoken to? How can she
know and understand what is going on
in her partner’s life? When it’s his turn

to speak at a discussion meeting about
his inner feelings and thoughts—she is
not there to hear. Shouldn’t what he is

revealing be of more importance to her

than to anyone else? Yet, on the many
occasions when John/Jenny and I have
spoken he is always proc l.unnng his
“happy marriage.” I can’t help but
shake my head in bewilderment.

I believe a couple should share their

lives. Now, don’t misunderstand me,
sharing does not mean suffocating, 1f
one partner is into something that the
other partner isn’t—shouldn’t the
other person be responsible to know
enough about it so that th(-_\' can, at the
very least, have a conversation con-
cerning the other persons interest?
Shouldn’t a couple be a team? Doesn't
a team work together? How horrible
would it be to attend a meeting? Many
groups even have non-dressing
meetings, if that's your problem.

In discussing this dilemma with
many people, I have heard all the

justifications. Everything from,“We

would have to get a baby-sitter if 1
went” to “If I don’t go with him,
maybe it will go away.”

May I repeat—IT'S NOT GOING
TO GO AWAY! By alienating our-
selves, we put up a wall in our relation-
ship. Eventually this wall is too high
for either partner to climb.

Pe lson.ll]) [ don’t understand how a
partner can “tolerate” her partner’s

crossdressing. How can you say you
love someone, and just tolerate part of
his being? Let’s stop here for a second.
Nowhere does it say that you have to
stay in this relationship. So get out.
What are you waiting for? A slow
death. But before you end it, try a

“alk with another
women. Read a book on crossdressing.
You may be surprised to learn that the
“monsters” you thought were at these

meeting or two. 'l

meetings are genuine human beings,
from all walks of life.
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I have taken the other route. I am
very involved in all of my partner’s
crossdressing ventures. And no, it is
not always easv. There are things that 1
have a very hard time with. But I can
tell you this: We are a team! We are
extremely close, and have a lot of fun
together. We attend everything
together, and I wouldn't have it any
other way. W hen there becomes a
pl'()l)](‘lll. we work it out t()g('lll('l‘.
“Together” what a great word!

In order for a relaticnship to
survive, vour partner should be the
number one person in your life. If you
both feel this way, vou are a loving
team, and can ()1||) grow closer
together. Although I'll be the first to
admit it’s not always easy, for the most
part, we are very lu(l\\ women. Our
men are gentle, warm, loving, and very
devoted. These are the (h.lmct( ristics
that made us fall in love with them in
the first place. Our partners are
exploring another side of themselves,
and it’s probably twice as scary for
them, as it is for us. Share in their
experience. Don’t let him be alone or I
can almost promise you, you will be
the one alone in the end.

I have been privileged to attend
many support discussion groups, and
although the room echoes with an
acceptance for one another, the people
we want to accept us the most are the
people we love. Be there for him. Love
him. Take strength from each other.
Share each other’s fears, and be a part
of his world. Be a team. Know that the
road ahead will be bumpy for both of
vou. But, if you hold each other’s hand,
and keep the door for communication
open, you will be on the winning team.

R(prml( d from Visions & Attitudes,
the newsletter of New York Girl &
Partner, Box 456, Centereach, NY
11720. New York Girl & Partner is an
dffiliate of the Renaissance Education
Association, Inc.



Gorgeous Ladies Shoes
Made on Men's Shoe Form
in Men's Sizes

.. Men's Sizes 7-14

W, Custom Made in France

W, All-leather upper and sole,
leather & suede, beading,
tur-trim, lace, and much,
much more...!

We try to accommodate
special needs

N Wetry to fit the hard to fit

Inquire about our Personal
Listings Calendar and VHS
Shopping

For Free Catalog:

Call 1-800-42COMFY (26639)
only in U.S. & Canada® 24 hrs

(All others please call 716-876-2738 or mail in requests)

QUEEN CUSHION SHOES
735 Delaware Road #124
Buffalo, NY 14223

ueen Cushion Shoes

[}
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“Men, left to themselves, will engage
in endless ceremonial acts.”
— Jack Wutherford

One ceremonial act we all recognize is
the “changing of the guard” within our
institutions. Last month this newsletter
announced that Merissa Sherrill Lynn,
founder of the Internationa Foundation
for Gender Education, resigned as
IFGE’s Executive Director, leaving the
organization completely, and that our
own Alison Laing will be taking that po-
sition in the near future. Lots of people
have been saying now that Merissa is
gone IFGE’s problems are over. Not
necessarily so. While Merissa did cause
some havoc with IFGE’s image, she was
not responsible for the financial difficul-
ties IFGE has found itself in over the
past few years. The folks responsible for
that are still entrenched at IFGE and
those money problems are not likely to
go away soon. But, if anyone can turn
IFGE around, it’s Alison, providing the
board listens to her recommendations.
- o ® @
[ gave out a WWW URL last month for
the CDS storefront on the Internet. It
might not have been “ " when you
tried to visit. It should be up and run-

()P(‘H

ning by the time you read this, so go visit
“Www cdspul) com” and leave me a mes-
sage at CyberQueen@cdspub.com.

We've all heard the expression TVs on
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v, but this is really a TV on tv... Levi
Strauss is running an ad on late-night
television in England that has the social
“watchdogs™ in an uproar. The ad shows
an attractive black woman getting into a
taxi in New York. ”
the |;ul_\';| Iw-rin*_{ look until she [)Il”\ out

Ihe taxi driver gives

an electric razor and begins shaving. The
1550. Levi
has no ]»Lm\ to run the ad in the U.S.

tag line is “Cut for men since
since we're considered even more up-
tight about sex than the Brits

- e o @
Here in North
own Drag lcon,

America. we have our
RuPaul, who has been
signed as spokesmodel for MeAeC cos-

FFrank Toskan, NeAe(

and creative director of the Toronto-

metics. . owner
based company said. “We have found a
beautiful person who happens to be 7
foot tall. a black man, a gorgeous woman
and certainly ageless. Why not RuPaul?
We couldn’t find anvone who wore more
makeup and had so much fun doing it.”
Hey Frank, come to one of our events.

- e @ @
Hot Pants conjures up some sexual im-
ages and some (lvsi}_{n(-rx are trving to
bring those skimp_\' shorts back. It seems
every fashion atelier in Paris is stocked
with Hot Pants. Leave it to the French
to try to revive a fashion best left dead.

- e ® @
There are always the jokes about “large”
European women, but it seems that
some of them are, in fact, getting larger,
especially in the waist and hips. A recent
survey of 10,000 German women and
girls compared sizes to 10 years ago and
showed that the average waist size is
29.92 inches (up an inch) and the aver-
age hips are 39.37 inches (up an inch),
while the bust average was 36.22 inches.
Sorta the Hell the
Brunhilde icon, doesn’t it?

- o @ @

shoots outta

My fave magazine, Allure, is on my “hit”
list this month for an article they pub-
lished in their April issue, “Dude Looks
Like A Lady,” by Vanessa Friedman. Ms
Friedman interviewed several drag

12

oberts = Queen of Prussia

queens for their ln;xk(‘up tricks and tips.
In the article Friedman distinguishes
female ilmpersonators from transvestites
by defining transvestites as “...men who
(ll'('\,\ dS wWornen .H](l \\ll() |”Ul\ |il\(‘ men
dressing as women with large masculine
builds. |nu1\4\ features, and five o’clock
shadows...” while female impersonators
and (lr;u_{ queens ~tend to have small
bones, line features and look more like
females
Well, this slight could not

go without a response, so I fired off an

genetie females than genetic
themselves.”

email missive to the editors. If vou'd like
to add vour two cents, plc;m' send a
message to ;l”lll‘('l||;l(_[(”':l()|.('(nn.
- e @ @
Curves are IN for the next few seasons,
thank goddess. Designers are hanging
onto the feminine shape for Fall and
Winter fashions. The waist is still the
focus of most clothing, although breasts
still get their share of attention. If you're
thinking of buying a new suit or dress,
better get out the Nordic Track first.
Unless you don’t need a Nordic Track in
which case I hate you already.
- o @ @

We gave a MONA last month to It’s
Time America for not seeming to do very
much. Perhaps they're just a little over-
whelmed. I received a copy in late
March of an It’s Time America newslet-
ter dated January 31, 1995. According to
the newsletter, ITA is incorporated and
has an Employer Identification Number,
but, they say, the IRS does not know how
to (Llwf\ them, so the y're still waiting
for some kind of federal exemption.
What is not obvious to me is what, if any-
thing, has been accomplished by ITA.
Without any kind of federal recognition,
ITA “directors” are simply acting as pri-
vate citizens. I'TA should be directing at
least some of its efforts “inward” toward
the community. They should be at every
event t(‘.\(huw \\ml\sh()ps on how to set
up regional and local lobbying groups,
how to start an effective letter writing
campaign, how to go about setting up
appointments to meet legislators, and
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more. 'l‘h('_\"l‘(‘ not and that’s no way to
build support from within. There is at
least one bright spot in the ITA universe
and it seems to be It’s Time Texas,
headed |)}' Sara De Palma. Sara is host-
ing a talk-radio show in Houston and is
working the Texas legislature to get a
documentation law passed that will make
it casier for transgenderists and trans-
sexuals to get legal documents changed.

- > @
To all those people in the tg community
who wish that drag queens and transves-
tites who dress provocatively would be-
come invisible, T offer this quote by
Michael Musto from the Oct. 1994 issue
of Spin magazine: “... a gay man’s job is
not to represent al] gays. It is to be him-
self, do his best work, and be the finest
person he can think of. Only then can he
make his mark and further the gay cause.
[ didn’t come out of the closet to con-
form, to become a well-oiled goodwill
machine. Why the fuck doesn’t anyone
ask the suits ‘Aren’t you afraid you might
be hurting the gay movement because
you're so damn boring?"”

- o ® @
The April issue of Esquire magazine car-
ried an article titled “The Third Sex”
which was really about the growing
trum;_,(-n(l(‘r rights movement. Writer
John Taylor interviewed Phyllis Frye,
Merissa l,\ nn, Yvonne Cook- Rllm, Riki
Wilchins, Martine Rothblatt, and Dallas
Denny among others not so recognizable

in the community. Phyllis Frye comes off

extremely well in the piece. Overall, 1
thought the article was very positive and
well-balanced. However, others did not
feel Mr. Taylor was fair in noting his
perceptions of transgender people.
Wilchins, co-founder of Transexual
Menace, held a protest in front of the
Esquire offices in New York. The
Rikster, as she calls herself, felt that Tay-
lor dissed Lynn and some of the other
transsexuals mentioned in the article. I
think there is sensitive and l))])(’r-svnsi-
tive and Riki is hyper on this one.
- e @ @

This just in from Paris... the “official”
length for skirts is to the knee. While that
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may be fine for real women, we've got
to consider leg proportion differences

A female’s
legs are longer than a male of the same

I)( ‘tween lll.ll( 28 .lll(l f( Ilhll( 2S5

heighth. So, in order to make your legs
look longer, your hem should fall above
the knee, lmt not too far above. Show a
little class, not a little ass.

- e @ @
Well, you know you're a celebrity when
vou have a WWW site dedicated to vour
work and someone else put it up on the
Web. One of the most creative and ac-
tive people in the tg community, Kate
Bornstein, has a WWW site. Visit and
read about Kate and her work. You'll
find it at: http://english.hss.cmu.edu/
ctheory/a-kate_bornstein.htiml. Now
that's a mouthful! Kate was one of the
seven original directors of Renaissance
just after it was founded in 1987 and
we're very proud of her.

- o ® @
Nancy Gang, the Maven of Lycra, is at
it again. Her line of Bodyslimmers lin-
gerie has expanded by three. These new
items are part of the “Beautiful Bottoms”
collection: Butt Booster... gently lifts and
gives firm support; Belly Band... firms
tummy, trims hips, and gives smooth
lines; Waist Cincher... adds curves and
smooths out wrinkles. Hmm. I'll take all
three, please, and pass the ice cream.

- o ® @
Here’s more hype... but this time it is
good hype. It would seem that IFGE
and the Powder Puffs of California
(PPOC) have come to an agreement on
a combined event for 1997. Yvonne
Cook-Riley (IFGE) and Joan Goodnight
(PPOC) sat down in February to discuss
how IFGE and PPOC could work to-
gether to bring a unified community
event to SoCal. The result of those talks
will be California Unity 97, a joint con-
vention combining Cal Dreamin and
Coming Together-Working Together.
Cook-Riley and Goodnight worked out
the details which will be forthcoming in
a joint announcement, but we know the
event will be held in March 1997. Con-
gratulations to Ms. Goodnight and Ms.
Cook-Riley for putting community first
and politics second.

- o ® @
We've been over this ground before, but
it bears repeating. Here’s the scenario:

13

Ms. X writes an article in newsletter Z.
Ms. Y, r(‘u(ling 7. feels cmnp('“(‘(] to
write to newsletter Z about Ms. X's ar-
ticle. What ensues would be called a
“flame war” on the Internet. Usually Ms.
X’s argument goes something like this:
You have no business commenting on
[insert issue]. You don’t have all the facts
and, besides, it’s internal and none of
your business! Well, wrong. Anything
printed and distributed to the commu-
nity at large is fair game for commentary
by anvone. It’s called the First Amend-
ment right to Free Speech. If the author
doesn’t want outside comment, then it
shouldn’t be published and distributed
in the first place. Matters of internal
politics and policies should be kept in-
ternal. But, some issues are evervbody's
business, like discrimination.

- e ® @
Reports of my imp('n(ling surgery are
grvatl_\' ('xugg('mt(-d... It was r(*p()rtv(l as
rumor in the f\l)l'il issue of The Trans-
genderist (TGIC, Albany) that I have my
tickets to Trinidad, Colo for SRS. The
date of the issue should have been a hint.
But if that was too subtle a hint, then the
“note” preceeding the rumor should
have been the giveaway..
- e ® @
“GUMP Happens... The Gender Uni-
fied Marketing Program should be an
incredible step forward in gender sup-
port. An umbrella organization with
roots in King of Prussia, PA, it combines
established conferences, magazines,
support groups, bookstores, and gender
research & education groups under one
roof, to allow true one-stop shopping,
and achieve economies of scale other-
wise unavailable. This ‘food court” ap-
proach, with distinctly different groups
available through one focal point, should
quickly make GUMP the dominant or-
ganization in Gender.” The byline is
Miss Take, but I know this writing is the
product of the fertile, bizarre, and
twisted mind of Callan Williams. 1 had
a good laugh at the piece and those who
believed I'm ready to trade in my factory
OEM equipment and my wife.

- o @ @
© 1995 by Creative Design Services. All
rights reserved. Opinions are those of
the author. Comments? Email them to
CyberQueen@cdspub.com.
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Report: A Night Of A Thousand Gowns

by Carol and Babs

On Saturday March 25, at the
Grand Ballroom of the New York
Sheraton, we attended the most glam-
orous fund raising event in the New
York gay scene. Produced by the Im-
perial Court of New York, a member
of the Greater New York Gender Alli-
ance (GNYGA), the Night of A Thou-
sands Gowns is an elegant formal ex-
travaganza, full of exotic and
glamorous, sights and sounds, well or-
chestrated with sometimes dramatic
and sometimes tongue-in-cheek pomp
An absolute delight
to behold, certainly for someone see-
ing this for the first time.

and circumstance.

Almost ev-
eryone there remarked that this edi-
tion was the most enjoyable!

The ||nlwl‘izl| Court of NY is a social
fund raising organization that benefits
many charities with direct effect in the
gay/lesbian community. This year’s
event benefited The Community Health

Project (CHP) and the Gay & Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation
(GLAAD).

After an impressive, professionally
choreographed, “Tribute to Broad-
way” by the entire Court, the
evening’s program began. The Mo-
tion Picture Academy, Shriners, po-
liticos, and Fortune 500 companies
could learn how to throw a “changing
of the guard” banquet that is interest-
ing, entertaining and covers all the
business!

The ever elegant and graceful
Dowager Empress Coco LaChine in
her role as President of the Court
started the program. When she intro-
duced the outgoing monarchs, it
secemed it took 5 exciting minutes for
the Empress and her entourage to
NY State As-
sembly member Deborah Glick was

reach the |;n't_f(‘ stage.

honored for her support to the Les-
bian and Gay community. (Too bad it

wasn't Mu}'(n‘ Guiliani, would have
loved to see him in drag!) All the many
“Nobility” (representatives
from Courts all over North America)

were honored, too.

out of town

During a break in the program,
when some changed their gowns, the
ot Lavender Swing Band accompa-
nied the incomparable Miss NYC, the
Countess Victoria Weston, who sang to
an enthusiastic: 1||\ appreciative and ad-
miring audience. Our disappointment
over the lack of encores was tempered
|)_\ the l\‘n()\\'h-(l(_{(- that she had to
change and participate in the next part
of the program. It was e njoy able danc-
ing to real acoustical music played by a
live big band, where we joined u)up]« s
of every variety on the dance floor!

Dinner was very good for a ban-
quet, flavorful, without be ing spicy, and
professionally served. When the band
took a break, a DJ took over with more

continued on next page
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contemporary music. For dancing as
well as listening, it was a good balance,
something for evervone’s musical taste.
The ceremonies continued with the
presentation of the College of Mon-
archs, followed by the New York Court
members by rank, highlighted by the
much anticipated and highly dramatic
entrance of the Absolute Empress VI
Coco LaChine, The Celestial Dragon
Empress of New York, Heir apparent
to Empress Jose I, Third in Line of
Succession, an entrance befitting her
title
Jose I, and finally the grand entrance

. Then came the Absolute Empress

(Mahler must have anticipated her en-
trance when he wrote his First Sym-
phony) and Coronation of H.M.L.S.M.
Empress IX Philomena, the Empress
of Faith, Hope, and Cartier.

The beautiful Empress Philomena
is a local NYC “t Miss
NYC runner-up, and has appeared on
network tv and oft-broadway. She, as

"cable star,

well as several other members of the
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court, will appear in the upcoming
movie, To Wong Foo, Thanks for Ev-
erything, Julie Newmar.

Can't forget the dessert. After an
exotic feast for the eyes and ears, the
Viennese table treated the stomach. A
lot of gals wished they didn’t have their
corsets on! Even the fresh fruit was
good, ah...., we did cheat a little.

A couple of observations. First, of
the several politicians who sent letters
of acknowledgement and congratula-
tions to the Court, two made reference
to the “gay, lesbian and transgender
community.” The outgoing Emperor V
Ron, Emperor of Social Change and
the Empress VIII Billie Ann Miller,
Empress of Peace and Love, spoke out
on behalf of the transgender, leather,
drag, lesbian and gay communities.”
Miss New York City, the Countess Vic-
toria, was very gracious in her message
as a member of the “New York trans-
gender community.”

Secondly, noticeably absent from

the gala were representatives of the lo-
cal transgender community. Although
the Imperial Court is a member of the
Greater New York Gender Alliance,
along with Crossdressers International,
Chi Delta Mu (Tri Ess), Girls Night
Out, LIFE, the Metropolitan Gender
Network, and most recently Mon-
mouth Ocean Transgender (MOTG),
except for ourselves, we didn’t recog-
nize members of any of these groups.
The Court did lmm.lll\ greet and rec-
ognize Veronica Vera »and faculty and
students from her “Miss Vera's Finish-
ing School” on stage.

[t was an evening to remember! A
d: 1//|1n(r (llspld\ of ulk satin, Ull“(l
and ¢ ght/ We certainly had a wonder-
ful time. Can’t wait tl]l next )v.u!

Ed. Note: Maybe someone should
tell the Imperial Court of New York
that we never received word ufl/ns
year’s event.

Reserve Now For The LSV Luau

Nikki Hoy all you hula quee ns! It's
the 1995 LSV Luau. Join the ladies of
Renaissance LSV in the air condi-
tioned comfort of the Sheraton Inn in
Harrisburg, Pa., on August twenty
Grass skirts will shake and food
and fun will be had by one and all. The
cash bar opens at 7:00 PM and the the
dining commences at 8:00 PM.

The menu features Chicken Hawai-
ian, Broiled Haddock, Terivaki Beef
Kabobs and all the accouterments and
accompanying gourmet delights.

sixth. €

At 9:00 the Luau show draws on the
talents of the dynamite performers
who captivate d the crowd last year:
Kelly Sheridan, Tina Rapport, Kathy
Michaels, Richelle and Erica Edwards.

It's only $40/person if you pay by
July 31st. After that it’s $42, so sign up
early. Mail check/money order to Re-
naissance LSV, PO Box 2122, Harris-
burg, PA 17105-2122. No tickets will
be sent, your name will be on the list at
the door. To reserve a room at the
Sheraton, call 717-561-2800. Aloha!

& Views On The Net

New

Keeping pace with modern technol-
ogy, Renaissance is happy to announce
you can now send us your Letters to the
Editor l))' Our Editor
those with an urge to communicate to
address their electronic missives to:
bensalem@cpcen.com, since email is
so much easier than writing a letter, go-

email. invites

ing to the post office, standing in line,
paying for the stamps, etcetera, Ms.
Gardner may not only run your elec-
tronic letter in News & Views , but dash
off a quick reply on the Net.

TELEPHONE (215) 547-9417

OFFICE HOURS
BY APPOINTMENT

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, PH.D.

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

BUCKS MEDICAL CENTER
SUITE 12
1723 WOODBOURNE ROAD
LEVITTOWN, PA 19057

FOR NORTHERN
NEW ENGLAND

126 WESTERN AVE.
SUITE 222
AUGUSTA, ME 04330
207-623-2327

Theseus Counseling

DIPLOMATE, AM. BD. SEXOLOGY

Services

ARI KANE, M.ED.
GENDER SPECIALIST

FOR GREATER
BOSTON AREA

233 HARVARD ST.
SUITE 302
BROOKLINE, MA 02146
617-277-4360

MC/VISA ACCEPTED
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Letters
to the
Editor

.

Dear Editor,

| am a supportive wife of a cross-
dresser and a very active member of the
Boulton & Park Society. | write a column
called “Bonnie’s Bitching” for our news-
letter, Gender Euphoria. | volunteer more
time than most of our transgendered
members who are too busy shopping or
painting their nails.

It is for this reason | am just now
writing to you about a not so funny joke
that was printed in the December ‘94 is-
sue of The Flip Side, the newsletter of
the Gulf Gender Alliance, an affiliate or-
ganization of Renaissance.

Just before | stopped working for
Southwest Research Institute in San
Antonio, Texas, | was employed in the
Safety Office as a Senior Research
Chemist and | was responsible for seeing
that all hazardous Waste generated at
SwRl was disposed of properly. | was also
responsible for maintaining a file of all
the Material Safety Data Sheets for the
chemicals at SwRI.

The “joke” referring to WOMEN as a
Hazardous Material was demeaning, ha-
rassing , and not called for from a group
of crossdressers who for some reason, |
thought, liked to be treated like women.
You, who dress as women because you
hold us in such high regard. You, as
crossdressers, wish to be accepted by
the public and your wives and partners
and this is the kind of trash you print in
your newsletter?

Perhaps the members of the Gulf
Gender Alliance should change their
name to Bubbas R Us. Your motto could
be, “We drink beer, chew tobacco, and run
women down!”

| worked for over fifteen years in a
male dominated profession only to be
treated as a second class citizen and be
paid less for equal work. Now | have given
the last five years of my time volunteer-
ing to help a community that prints this
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kind of demeaning joke in their newslet-
ter. | can only assume that GGA does
not have a wives support group, or wel-
comes genetic women to their meetings.
| cannot believe that Renaissance would
accept your group as an affiliate.

Maybe | have lost my sense of humor
but why should | try and help the trans-
gender community only to be run down as
a woman? | guess maybe | was wrong in
thinking that transgendered males
would be more aware of what genetic
women have to deal with every day in the
male dominated world. | thought the
transgendered knew what it was like not
to be accepted as first class citizens. |
can only assume that all | read is just
fantasy and the down trodden commu-
nity does not exist. Give me a break.

| would like a public apology from the
Gulf Gender Alliance on the front page of
your next newsletter and an apology to
your mother affiliate, Renaissance.

If you want to look like a lady, why not
start thinking and acting like one? Frilly
underpants and a pretty frock are not
necessary to show women the respect
they deserve.

Sincerely, Bonnie Brooks

We got this letter from the Flip Side
Senior Editor before we went to press
on this issue.

Dear Bonnie,

This is in response to your letter re-

garding our December 1994 Flip Side
in which an analogy was made between
Women and a \Iat(’rml Safety Data
Sheet. For your information, this item
was given to me l)\ my genetic sister,
who had read several previous issues of
the Flip Side and thought we needed to
“lighten up” from some of our previous
rather heavy political outreach efforts.
She happens to be a staunch supporter
of the gender community in general
and her “sister” in particular.

Since you personally know quite
few of the GGA ladies,
also know that we are not “

I'm sure you
Bubbas,” as
charged. In fact, nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth.

We do regret that you did not share
the intended humor in the article. By
looking a little further, it should be in-
tuitive l\ obvious that we are striving to
share this “hazardous area” with the ob-
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jects of our devotion and to leave
bubadom!

In the interest of community instead
of strife, I would prefer to allow you to
have made your shot and vented your
feelings, but see no sense pursuing this
in the newsletter. I, of course, am send-
ing a courtesy copy of this letter to Re-
naissance.

Yours truly, Cissy G. Conley

Flip Side Senior Editor

P.S. When this response was read at
our m()nthly meeting this past week-
end, there was unanimous approval, in-
cluding the three wives present!

Angela comments: A lesson learned?
As Sly and the Family Stone
sang,“Different strokes for different
folks.” One person’s humor is another
person’s insult. I read the Hazardous
Materials Data Sheet and didn’t find it
funny.

once

I thought it was indicative of a
kind of 1950s attitude toward women. 1
wasn’'t insulted. 1 just thought it
shouldn’t have been printed, but then
I'm not a born woman. In her response
Ms. Conley says they wanted people to
understand tlu\ were tr\mﬂ to “
in this hazardous area.’

share
" Being like a
woman is more than adhering to out-
moded, repressive attitudes
them. Unfortunately, many crossdress-
ers don’t have a clue about what femi-
nism means. Of course many feminists
use their ideology as an excuse to male
bash. Often times the pendulum swings
too far. But, let’'s hope we learned
something from this experience and
start a meaningful dialogue. That’s the
only way tow .ml understanding and
community:. (See this month’s Vis A Vis
for some of the hazardous humor and
Ms. Amberle’s witty critique.)

toward

Dear Editor,

Thank you for the MONA, “All Fizz, No
Soda Award” for It's Time America. It
was very well deserved. Since we started
our initial informational blitz in the wake
of It's Time America’s founding last Au-
gust during TRANSGEN 94, the other
co-directors of ITA and myself have done
what transgendered activists everywhere
do best: argue.

continued next page



Since working with them proved to be
impossible, | co-founded a chapter of ITA
in my home state of Maryland, and It's
Time, Maryland has been doing what the
national “organization” has failed to do...
something. We have lobbied Annapolis
for anti-discrimination and re-documen-
tation measures, including changes to
the state’s existing health code, and
fought the state’s powerful gay and les-
bian lobby, the Free State Justice Cam-
paign, for inclusion in their anti-discrimi-
nation legislation, thus far without
success, but we are still pushing hard.

Sarah De Palma of It's Time, Texas
has been working even harder, pushing
for transgender inclusion in hate crimes
legislation and full inclusion in the gay
and lesbian civil rights agenda of Texas.
And Penny Huggins is working to do the
same with It’s Time, Virginia. Curious... it
seems the more de-centralized we are,
the more we get done. Could it be that
the “Transgender Movement” no longer
needs big, unwieldy organizations (and
egos) to lead it? The notion gives me
pause whenever | hear of the next “grand
alliance” being formed to meet, greet and
party at the next big convention. Have
fun girls, but | gotta go. The real revolu-
tion is happening beyond those banquet
doors.

Very Truly Yours, Jessica M. Xavier

P.S. You have my permission to print
this in News & Views if you feel it is suffi-
ciently inflammatory.

Angela replies: Thank you for the
update, Jessica. We received an article
from Sarah De Palma about the activi-
ties of It’s Time, Texas. Due to space
limitations in this issue, it will appear in
the June issue.

To the Editors

| thought Joann Robert’s article on
the World Wide Web was excellent. There
are so many wonderful T-resources
springing up every month on the Internet.
Today, for an investment of about $1000
in a computer system, software and a
SLIP/PPP account you can, without know-
ing anything about computers, have ac-
cess to this world in one or two days. |
highly encourage this, but thought some
extra points should be added for our
members not familiar with the net.
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* Passwords: Whether you go through
an on-line service (CompuServe or
America On-Line, etc.) or through an In-
ternet service provider, you will receive [a
username and] a password. Your pass-
word is your first line of defense against
computer hackers and fraud. Never give
out your password to anyone. And
change it at least every other month.
Don't make it a simple word or name.

¢ Credit Cards: Be extremely careful
about sending your credit card number
on-line. There are commercial products
available on the net which you can order
by charge card. Be careful just as you do
when using your card on the phone.

e Lurking: When subscribing to any
Newsgroups, like alt.transgendered, or
soc.support.transgendered, listen and
read the postings for a period of time
before sending your own post. This is
called lurking and is encouraged. Make
sure your post is appropriate for that
newsgroup.

* Watch for jarheads: Just like any
place in society, the Internet is filled with
jerks. You need to be careful what you tell
people, and be very careful about giving
out your phone number.

® Educate yourself: There are hun-
dreds of books on the net. Read one or
two to become familiar it.

e Watch the costs: Know if your mo-
dem is dialing a local or long distance
number. Internet sessions can last for
hours, so be careful if going by long dis-
tance. All on line services charge fees for
certain features and time. Know what
they are, so you won't be shocked with a
$300.00 monthly bill.

® The Internet has its own language:

: -) means happy or smiling.

: - ( means sad.

{{{{ }}}}} means hugs or hugging.

LOL means laughing out loud or
laughing on line.

Newbie means a new person.

Flame means when somebody re-
5pond5 very angry to a post or topic.

USING ALL CAPITAL LETTERS means
you're shouting. Don't!

But most of all enjoy it! The Internet
and on-line services are a great place to
meet all types of people and find infor-
mation on anything. | found REA through
the net, so the proof is in the pudding.

Lisa Gold (LisaG2112@aol.com)
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PS: | hope REA is planning a WWW
home page one of these days. It is a won-
derful way to get information out.

JoAnn replies: Thanks for the addi-
tional info. It was greatly appreciated.
As for REA on the Web, check out
www.cdspub.com. Go to the TG Re-
sources page and you will find detailed
information on Renaissance, AEGIS,
and the most accurate, up-to-date list of
tg support groups in the U.S.

Dear Editors,

Despite the ephemeral nature of the
MONA awards (just words in the air), |
am pleased and honored to accept on be-
half of |.LF.G.E., the “Dale Carnegie” Award
for our efforts in distinguishing between
“fun” and “serious” events. | also wish to
thank Dina Amberle for her comments
during the past years. She was quick to
make the distinction between the seri-
ous |.F.G.E. folk like myself and the “frivo-
lous recreational” TVs of her circle.

As far as the low attendance at the
Atlanta convention goes, consider these
pearls of wisdom: “Many are called but
few are choosen” [sic] and “One is either
part of the problem or part of its solu-
tion.”

Very truly yours, Maryann Kirkland

I.F.G.E. Board of Directors

Renaissance National Board

JoAnn replies: Ms. Kirkland is close
but doesn’t win the Kewpie doll. The
aphorism on problems and solutions
comes from the 1970’s environmental
movement goes thus — “If you're not
part of the solution, you're part of the
problem.” In this writer’s opinion that's
what’s been wrong with IFGE. I wish
Ms. Kirkland better luck than I had at
changing IFGE’s participation in the
community’s solutions.

Letter to Editor

Thought you might be interested in
some news from “Down Under.”

The Australian Transgender Support
Association (ATSA) of Queensland is ne-
gotiating with the Queensland Police
Service to preserve certain rights for
transgendered people when in police cus-

continued on last page
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Dr. William R. Stayton answers your questions in a monthly column.
Send questions to PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020

Dear Doctor Bill,

| have been reading News & Views for
several months and really enjoy it, par-
ticularly your column. | haven't attended
a Renaissance meeting yet and while I'm
sure | need to meet others like myself (I
am a CD) | worry about what people will
think of how | look. | know | need help with
my makeup and such and | guess I'm
afraid some one might make fun of me. |
know that's silly but what can | do to get
myself to a meeting?

Alicia

Dear Alicia,

Your feelings are very normal.
Whenever any CD goes out in public
for the first few times, vou wonder how
your makeup is, will you be “read”, will
) ete. First
of all, within the cross gender commu-
The
cross gender community will under-
stand what you are going through be-

others be critical of you, etc.,

nity, vou are your own worst critic.

cause each person has gone through ex-
actly the same anxiety. They will be
your greatest supporters.

Second, let me offer some sugges-
tions: One option for you is to call the
Renaissance office and tell the person
you are talking to of your dilemma.
They will be able to recommend a “big
sister” to help you get ready and feel re-
assured about attending the meeting.
Another option is to come dressed in
your male attire and get a sense of the
meeting and the people. I am sure you
will go away feeling reassured and it
will make it much easier to come cross
dressed to the following meeting. One
of the things you will learn from attend-
ing a meeting is how many wonderful
p('ople there are who are similar to you.
The meetings are usually very interest-
ing because they discuss sub](‘cts that
are of concern to the cross dressing
community. For example, at our last

meeting JoAnn Roberts spoke on “How
to come out to your family and other
loved ones”. They often also have fash-
ion and makeup consultants who give
advice and counsel. At your first meet-
ing there will be an orientation and that
will introduce Renaissance and what it
has to offer to you. Good luck to you on

this exc iting new adventure.

Dear Dr. Bill,

| have always felt that | am a woman.
Since | was born into the male gender |
guess that makes me a transsexual. |
have only begun to try and do something
about my physical state in the past few
months but | have not started any
therapy or hormone treatments. | have
heard about the Benjamin Standards of
Care and some of the debate that goes
on about their use. | want to know why |
should go through all of the hassle fol-
lowing them involves? | have friends who
know where to get hormones and am se-
riously considering starting them. Tell
me why | shouldn't, if you can.

Janice.

Dear Janice,

Even though it feels right, starting
hormones and moving towards even-
tual reassignment surgery is the biggest
decision of your life. I would hope that
you would want to do this process

“right”. Processes like the Benjamin
Standards of Care were developed for
vour wellbeing, not to be road blocks
for you. Several years ago a study came
out that shook the transgender commu-
nity. The claim was that on follow-up
studies of post-operative transsexuals, it
was found that the majority were either
severely depressed or had committed
suicide. On a closer look at this study, it
was discovered that none of them had
gone through therapy or followed any
professional standards of care. The ma-
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jority of surgeons who do surgical reas-
signment will only operate on persons
who have gone through the Benjamin
process. Because it is the most impor-
tant decision of your life we want it to
be done correctly. This is your best in-
surance for finding satisfaction and
happiness in the end.

Regarding hormones, it is important
that you be followed by a competent
ph\sl(mn such as an (n(l()um()l()mst
Hormones are very powerful and the
dosage must be customized specifically
for you. The dosage for one person may
cause (l;lln;l}_{(- or death to another per-
son. It is important to know your and
vour family’s health history. I had a per-
sonal friend (MtF
mones

TS), \\ll()lf()l her hor-
“off the street.”
A couple of years after her surgery, she

and the (1()5‘1\;(

died of a blood clot while on the operat-
ing table for some fairly simple surgery.
The blood clot was (lll(‘([]\ attribute (]
While

story may seem like a scare tactic,

to the hormone mls(ln.s‘u_{n this
it is
true and carries a lot of pain for me as 1
tried very hard to get her to see an en-

A

docrinologist for vears.

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months.

Private, professional counseling for drug, alcohol,
gambling, sex & food addictions. Insurance accepted.
Mary Reynolds DDV, CAC 215-744-4777.

Furniture, Appliances, Household goods, Records,
Antiques, Toy trains and other goodies - Bought and
Sold - Beth Marshall: 610-259-4945 - Leave a message

Crossdressing blues band forming in the Philadelphia
area. Need drummer with a nice frock. For information
call Terri at 215-232-7551.

Ladiesgarmentsandlingerie for sale. Reasonable prices.
Call Terri for details. 215-232-7551.

Need a place to dress or store clothing? Call Marilyn,
610-446-0799.

Innovative new transgendered public-relations group
looking formodels, volunteers, artists, or otherinterested
parties.Call Christy at 215-476-2018.

ADVERTISERS! Why not use a transgendered model/
spokesperson? Incentives for firsttime clients looking for
somethinginnovative. Call Second Sex Public Relations
215-476-2018.

ARTISTS! Why not use a transgendered model for your
next school or creative project? Call Second Sex Public
Relations for a free session. Ask for Christy at 215-476-
2018.
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One Sentence in a Newsletter

by Denise Mason

My heart skipped a beat!

While reading another club’s news-
letter, I read the words that someone I
knew was going to have Sex Reassign-
ment Surgery. The newsletter said it
was JoAnn Roberts, my best friend.

My heart skipped a beat, again! I sat

there for a moment, stunned. I told my

wife, and she was stunned. I've known
this JoAnn and his wife for better than
10 years as well as their children, their
lifestyle, acceptance, rejection and
their activities during this time, letters,
business and pleasure, Christmas
cards, photos, even small visits.

And now... it’s different.

The shock passes, and T think about
my feelings. Am I happy for him? God,
I didn’t think he would ever consider
SRS. Am I mad at him? I love his wife
like T love him. What will she do now?
What about their children? Though
they are accepting, this is different.
How will it impact their future?
Choosing a spouse? The Family unity!
Birthday parties, Christenings,
Funerals! All that stuff!

Yet, if he doesn’t have the surgery...
how will his life be? Honest? Unified?
Happy? What a hypocrisy living a lie
and not sharing it with those he loves.

% Sandi's
Hair,
Nail &
Body
Salon

8006 Veree Rd.
Philadelphia, PA 19111

215-722-0282
Beeper 618-4918

Private Appointments Available

Difficult? Guilt! Confusion? Shame?
Pain! Freedom finally! Release!
Selfish! God, think of the emotional
rollercoaster these people must be on.

What do I say? Do I write them
both and express sorrow to one and
happiness to another? Will he see the
lmppmess yet (llsappomtm(‘nt n my
eyes. Can I ever contact him agalnr) Or
should I just smack him upside of the
head! How can I not contact him when
he probably needs all the support he
can get right now!

Why is it so difficult for us? Imagine
how difficult it was for him! I can’t.

Believe it or not, these feelings
really came over me when I read Miss
Take’s one liner in the TGIC newslet-
ter. Though I was 99%... no, more like
60% sure it was a joke, I just had to
confirm if it was true or not. I hap-
p('n('(l to be in l’('nns_\'l\';miu a few
weeks ago, and last minute, decided to
visit my old friend JoAnn.

I admitted my anger, happiness,
upset... all at the same time. And he
understood how these feelings can
happen all at once. But, I was sure
happy... or was I sad... to find that it
was an April Fool’s joke.

Whatever I was feeling, JoAnn
would be my best {riend, either way.

PERMANENT
PROFESSIONAL

HAIR
REMOVAL

..because this
unwanted problem
could unnecessarily
last forever

JOAN BENCAN
ELECTROLYSIS

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield

609-645-8618

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
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The Soul of
the CD

by Lee Frances Heller
Since Easter has just gone by for

another year we’d like to take a
moment to shift the focus from the
candy eggs and fuzzy bunnies to
examine the soul of the crossdresser.
Can a crossdresser be a good
Christian?There are many out there
who attend church dutifully ever
Sunday in their male attire, their faces
still rubbed red with the effects of extra
scrubbing to get off the makeup from
the night before. They go to pray to
their Lm(/ and many nf!h( m feel that
they have been let down. If not by their

God, then by their church. How many
good church goers worry about how
!h(u need to crossdress will impact the
quality of their afterlife? We feel there
are many and that is why we repro-
duce a portion of a letter from Lee
Frances Heller, the publisher and
editor of the Grace & Lace Letter, a
newsletter for Christian crossdressers.

What is the purpose of the Grace &
Lace Letter ? It was started to serve
the purpose of encouraging Christian
transgendered people. We have been
told by 90% of the visible Church in
this world that we are wrong and have
no right to worship God until we clean
up our act and put on men’s shoes,
socks, shorts, undershirts, pants and
shirt and then we may have the
privilege of attending and worshiping
God each Sunday at eleven in the
morning. And what does God see
when He looks at us there? He sees a
CD/TG/TS who is attempting to fool
Him. By doing this we are discrediting
Him. He made us the way we are
(Psalm 139:13-16) and now the church
is at work on us, (l(‘str()_\'ing a segment
of His creation. If we conform, we are
afforded the privilege of sitting in a
pew and worshiping in an order of
service that was started by John Calvin
somewhere in the early sixteenth

continued on next page



century.( It has been suggested it was
between 1538 to 1542. If you have
ever wondered where our present
order of service came from, John
Calvin is credited with the invention.
Bet a lot of you thought the Baptists
invented it.)

So where am I going with all of
this? Simply to say the church in this
world is not the final authority in the
question of transgendered pe opl( . We
pose a problem to them but not to
God. Their treatment of us is a
problem for God. In his infinite
wisdom He foresaw this day and this
problem so He became a man in the
pcrson ()f](‘sns‘ Christ. Deuteronomy

22:5 is the scourge used upon us by the
()m
avowed purpose for the Grace & Lace

(hur(h to label us “abomination!’

Letter is to tell our community that
God loves us and that Jesus Christ died
for us also and those who have taken
Him as their Savior are His children.
Those who would place us in hell as

Renaissance News & Views, Vol. 9, No. 5

abominations do not understand
Deuteronomy has some ordinances
which were designed to keep Israel in
check because they were in the midst
of, and e \p(m d to pagan practices. He
loved them (as he still loves them) and
wanted their undivided worship. The
evidence of His love for us is found in
Clossians 2:13-20. “

dead in your sins”,

When you were
God made you alive
in Christ, He forgave us all our sins,
having canceled the written code, (the
ordinances, KJV) that was against us
and that stood opposed to us: He took
it away, nailing it to his cross. And
having disarmed the power and
authorities, He made a public spec-
tacle of them, triumphing over them
by the cross.

To the representative of the church
who would tell me I am an abomina-
tion because I am crossgendered I say—
— the self appointed power and
untlmrity you say that in was drstm}'v([
the day Christ died so you're carrying
the dead corpse of your power and
authority. Get outta my life! Herein is

e Also ®

Layaways

609

Debra’s Closet

Fashionable Consignments
New Designer Fashions

VISA e MasterCardO Discover Card
& AMEX Accepted

486-9636

Hargrove Plaza
2673 Haddonfield Road
Pennsuaken, NJ 08110

the calling of the Grace & Lace Letter.
Perhaps my presentation has been a
little roughshod but we are going on
with that message of God’s love for us.
I could say a lot more and a lot
rougher but I'll spare you. I just get so
very upset with those who would write
us off as something God hates and
wants nothing to do with. He loves you
just as you are now! My love for you is
in l()ll()\\nnr God’s call to establish the
Grace & Lace Letter and get it into
your hands. I love you.

Ifyou would like to receive the
Grace & Lace Letter or if you would
like to make a donation so that Lee
Frances can continue to answer God'’s
call you may write her at PO Box
31253, Jackson, MS 39286-1253. You
may call her between SAM un(/ 6PM

Central Time at 601-982-2276

CROSSDRESSERS

Discount Mail Order Specialists

Experience the difference!
Affordable prices and reliable,

caring service.

* Exotic lingerie & hosiery,
through 4X and Tall.

¢ Corsets & Foundations.

¢ Cosmetics — Beard Cover

* Wigs & Breast Forms

* Maid Uniforms

* Bondage Gear

* Latex — Fetish Items

* Videos, storybooks,
and magazines

* All novelty products,
and much more!

Send $12.00 for catalog A to:

BEST VALUE PRODUCTS
PO Box 156
Wyncote, PA 19095-0156

Catalog mailed discreetly!
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Honey, You're Cleared to Land

by Vanessa Kaye, Sooner Belles

I work in the aerospace industry.
Hence, 1 tend to speak in aviation
terms. I liken my relationship with my
partner Suzanne, where crossdressing
is concerned, to a small airplane ap-
proaching a large airport. With
Suzanne being the air-traffic controller,
my femme self being the small plane
and crossdressing being landing,

If you or someone you know is a pi-
lot, then you may be familiar with the
difficult task of approaching and land-
ing a small aircraft at a busy airport. It
can be done, but it ain’t easy!

As the plane enters the airport’s air-
space, the pilot can expect to be con-
stamtl)’ :\(ljnsting sp('o(] and course to
“fit into the flow” of traffic in the area.
This is true even if a pilot has properly
filed a flight plan and is arriving at the
scheduled time. Often, a larger and
faster aircraft enters the area. The con-
troller may tell the small plane to at-
tempt a Sh:ll‘p(‘l‘ turn or increase air
sp(*(‘d to maintain his position in the
flow of traffic. If the pilot is unable to
comply, the jet overtakes the smaller
craft. This results in the light ;lil‘[)lill](‘
being told to abort the approach and
come back around.

Then, too, there are the unexpected
things that occur. Perhaps some aircraft
has to suddenly return to the field and
this disrupts all of the air traffic.

The pilot of the small plane needs to
land the aircraft, that is a given. How-
ever, due to a great deal of factors to-

tally beyond his/her control this neces-
sary procedure becomes very compli-
cated and frustrating.

Such is the case for a crossdresser
who has a job, home spouse/partner,
children and relatives. The crossdresser
has a need to express his femme self, in
other words, to crossdress. If he is for-
tunate 0nough to have a supportive
partner or spouse, they may assist in
trying to schedule a time for the femme
self to “land.” At our house, it is more of
a rule than the exception that numer-
ous obstacles interfere with the “flight
plan.” Sometimes these disruptions are
humorous, sometimes th('_v are a great
dis:lpp()intm('nt.

The pilot of a small aircraft would be
shocked to radio in on approach to a
large busy airport and then hear the
controller say, “I knew you were on
your way in, so I've cleared all other
traffic out of the area.Take your time.”

While it isn’t possible for spouses
and partners to always clear the other
“traffic” out of the area for us, once in a
while would be nice. Don’t you think?
“Honey, there’s a bubble bath waiting
and your clothes are laid out on the
bed.”

In turn, we need to recognize the
desires of our spouses and partners.
We, too, need to “clear other traffic out
of the area” and give our undivided at-
tention to their feelings and needs.

Vanessa Kaye is chair of the Central

Oklahoma Transgender Alliance. i

Two Books Coming

Kate Bornstein’s Gender Outlaw:
On Men, Women, and the Rest of Us
(ISBN: 0-769-57701-5) was released in
April as a Vintage Books paperback for
$12. The catalog says: Former hetero-
sexual man, now a lesbian woman
playwright and performance artist,
Kate Bornstein knows that the prob-
lem with defining oneself as male or
female comes from “living in a world
that insists we be one or the other—a
world that doesn’t bother to tell us
exactly what one or the other is.” Kate,
a former director of Renaissance, is
scheduled for media appearances in
NYC, Washington, Boston, Miami,
Chicugo, }\’Iinn('zlpolis. Houston,
Seattle, San Francisco, and LA.

This month Toby Fischer-Mirkin's
Dress Code: Understanding the Hid-
den Meanings of Women’s Clothes
(ISBN: 0-517-593297), will be released
by Crown for $22. The catalog says:
“The assured use of clothing begins
with an understanding of the complex
ways that a woman’s look reflects and
helps to define her sense of self. Does
that long, gauzy dress make you look
romantic, or unreliable? Does that
sharply tailored suit make you look au-
thoritative, or inflexible? From skirt
length to collar shape to the colors and
even textures of fabrics, Dress Code
deconstructs each element of the
wardrobe, from shoes to hats, to dis-
cover the subliminal messages of
each.” The author is a novelist, a play-
wright, and a former fashion reporter
for the Orange County Register.

215-657-1560

Human Dimensions

Gender Education

Need help answering your tough
gender questions? Individual & group
sessions with Dr. Lee Etscovitz.

PO Box 471 « Willow Grove * PA 19090

Unemployed? Underemployed?

Ben Franklin said, “The Lord helps those that help
themselves.” Renaissance is going to try and help the
transgendered who are unemployed or under-em-
ployed. Announcing: Renaissance Job Match, a national
employment resource center. If you are looking for
work send a resume or brief description of what type of
employment you want. Make sure you include a way
for us to contact you. If you are in a position to offer
employment or let someone know of a job opening
send a description of the position. Maybe we can
make a match. To be included in the Job Match files
send your information to:

Renaissance Job Match, c/o Renaissance, 987 0ld
Eagle School Rd, Suite 719, Wayne, PA 19087
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Shopping With Jackie

by Jackie Thomas

A thought for this month: If a male
to female transgendered person wears
male clothing is he considered a cross-
dresser? Chew on that one for a while.

Hey girls, have you looked at a re-
cent copy of Fr ederick’s of Holly-
wood catalog lately? If not, you are in
for a surprise. Many of their exotic
items are now in Plus Sizes.

My size 16 is well represented and
many are larger. Prices are not bad,
and quality is generally good. For a

catalog, call 1-800-323-9525. The 5%
have lots of bathing suits for summer.

I've been saving a letter until I had
the room to print it all. It is the point
of this column and it says what I have
been trying to get across to you. Its
from Ellen Bush, and dated Aug. "94.

“I just read your column in the Au-
gust RNGV and heard your plea for
feedback. I have been reading and en-
joying Shopping with Jackie since you
started writing it and at times consid-
ered writing to you but I figured that
what I had to contribute was well
known by all and obvious so I shied
away. Since you asked, I'll share.

I used to shop through the catalogs
and occasionally as a male. I was sel-
dom thrilled with what I got and quite
often disappointed. When I finally
crossed that line and started shopping
“en femme” a whole new world

opened up for me. I know how hard it
is to go the first time but it gets easier
and easier each time and the rewards
are great. Now I don’t buy anything 1

haven’t tried on first. I find that I can

enjoy shopping and trying on clothes

without buying a thing.

One of my favorite things to do is to
go to the expensive department stores
and try on outfits that I could never af-
ford to buy. It’s amazing how much
nicer a $250 dress looks, fits and feels
than a $50 dress.

When I am looking for something to
buy I shop at the discount stores
(Marshalls, T] Max, Ross) and look for
good clothes that are marked down.
Sometimes you can find designer
clothes at incredible prices. I always
look for the red tags. These are the
best prices.

[ also have had fun at the outlets in
Reading. The VF Outlet in West
Reading is huge and has a lot of differ-
ent types of merchandise. Most every-
thing is at reduced prices.

There are also outlet stores there
for some of the name brands and
across the parking lot is the designers
outlet where several of the big name
designers have outlets (Carole Little,
Jones of NY, Donna Karen, etc.) Prices
at these stores vary but you can get
some great buys when th('\ are having
a sale. The VF building also has a food
court. The VI complex opens at 9:00

AM Monday through Saturday and you
can easily spend the entire day there.
That pretty much sums up my shop-
ping activity of late.

I'would like to see more in your
column about matching s colors and
putting outfits together. This is the
hardest thing for me. I'm learning but
[ watch the GG’s a lot and
try to copy ideas I get from them. Also
some stores displ;l_\' outfits put together

it is slow.

and sometimes that gives me ideas too.

So far I have not gotten confident
enough to ask for help from the sales-
girls even though they offer it all the
time. I have a friend who does it and
she wears it is the best way to shop.

Oh well, I'll keep working on it.
Keep up the good job on the column
and don’t get discouraged. I promise
I'll write again.

Regards, Ellen Bush.”

So there it is girls. Good advice that
I am pleased to pass on. Ellen, I look
forward to your next letter.

And all of you... take note and write.
Until next time... HAPPY SHOPPING
from Jackie.

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 » Tue. - Wed. - Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30
215-788-2857

Ballow's Staes Tuc.

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths
and Hard to Fit Sizes
Private Fitting If Desired

Morty & Marlene Silverstein
Neil & Cheryl Gervon

308 Mill Street
Bristol, PA 19007
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. Electrolysis. I've been through it.
I can help you through it.”

Jenell A. Ashlie

Professional Electrolysis

Chester, Pa. 19013 610287222091
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Barbara A. Susinno R.N. CPE.
Jessica Lynn Porter CPE.

Main Street Electrolog’y

Members and Supporters of Renaissance

Gold Disposal)le Probes
Open Tues thru Sunday (908)341-7524‘

Day & Eves appointments
Multi-Pin Galvanic and the Blend

802 Main St # 4/A Toms River, N.J.

Tinas:
VWY

Hidden Fantasies

Intimate Apparel
Sizes Small to 4X

Everything from the Romantic to the Erotic

Hair Styling
Perms ¢ Coloring Silicone Breast Forms—$99.95
Relaxers o Wig Care
Hair Extensions e Waxing Large Size Shoes Available!
Beauty Consulting / Make-Up 1911 Main St.
(609) 783- 'I 468 ! Northampton
Tina Echhardt S canlc 610-262-2814
wna : Hours — Mon & Sat: 11 - 5; Tue - Fri: 11 -8

For that one of a kind dress,

Jfor the once in a while woman... [ M,/? ) Jf‘
Y o
C < )

&

Sewing by
The Occasional Woman Large Selection
custom creations®costumes®alterations René of Paris, Henry Margu, Eva Gabor
and more.
Call for appointment
LORRAINE ANDERSON 61023520248 (610) 446-0799
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by Jane Ellen Fairfax, M.D.

The largest organ in the body
bedevils many crossdressers. It sprouts
forth dark hairs crying “Testosterone
made me!” It over-pigments, under-
pigments, itches, hurts, gives rise to
blisters, crusts, papules, pustules,
scales, flakes, plaques and nodules.
Exposed to the sun, it withers, thins
and wrinkles. Still, it is the body’s first
line of defense against hostile organ-
isms and influences from the environ-
ment. With proper care, however, it
will make the appearance more
attractive and even more feminine. It
is the purpose of this column to answer
questions about this organ to make it
the best possible easel on which to
draw your feminine image. We are, of
course, talking about your skin.

As a Board Certified Dermatologist
who has been in practice since 1977, 1
have had experience in dealing with
the vagaries of the skin. Although my
special interest is AIDS Dermatology,
I see all sorts of dermatological
conditions. Dermatology is a most
fulfilling occupation, full of variety.
The practice of dermatology is indeed
a high form of art.

Before embarking upon this
column, I will lay down one or two
basic principles. Dermatology is a
visual specialty. It is al)ﬁolutol\'
impossible to diagnose a condition
without seeing it. Sometimes consulta-
tion with a pathologist is necessary to
make a diagnosis. Nothing I say in this
column will substitute for a visit with a
trained specialist. The words, *
sounds like” will probably be fre-
quently used. Needless to say, I will
not prescribe any medicines, nor I will
discuss prol)l(’ms in any field outside
dermatology. My purpose here will be
to answer qn(‘sh()ns about skin care,
especially as it applies to transgen-
dered people. I'll answer questions
about prn(ln('ts or ingredients, or
diseases of the skin, hair, or nails.

Staying pretty depends on having
healthy skin. With that in mind, I will
tackle the first question.
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Ask The Dermatologist

Dear Dermatologist:

If | don't shave my legs regularly (at
least once a week) | get tiny white head
pimples on my thighs. If | pop them the
spots get red and take a long time to
fade away. | still have a few discolored
marks from the last time this happened.

Are these pimples caused by in-grown
hairs? They only occur after my leg hair
has grown out for several days. Then, if |
don't get out the razor they start pop-
ping up. Other than regular shaving,
which | don’t mind in the least, is there
anyway to stop these things?

Pizza Thighs.

Dear Pizza 'I‘highs,

It sounds as if you may be having
folliculitis, a superficial bacterial infec-
tion around the hair follicles. Possibly
the hairs are becoming ingrown after
shm‘ing. a condition known as Pseudo-
folliculitis. The trapped hair acts as a
foreign body, provoking an inflamma-
tory response. In this condition, you
may actually see ingrown hairs covered
by a thin layer of red, inflamed skin.
You are absolutely right not to manipu-
late these areas! Inflammation caused
by “popping” may leave blood tattooing
or pigmentation that can last as long as
a year. Manipulating these areas may
colonize them with staph bacteria from
the fingernails, and may even cause
permanent scarring.

To prevent these lesions, you might
try sllu\'ing with an electric razor. Since
you will not shave as closely, there will
be less chance for hairs to ingrow.
When shaving you should avoid using
any oily or greasy lotions either before
or afterwards. These block the en-
trances to the follicles and create a
stagnant pool of oil, which bacteria
find most nourishing. Gently washing
the skin with Dial Gold before shaving
will discourage their ardor. Your
dermatologist can give you a prescrip-
tion for topical E r\thmm\( ‘in which,
used once daily, should i improve the
problem gre .1tl}. [t is not particularly
expensive, nor is it a frequent cause of
contact allergies.
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Send your questions to
“Ask The Dermatologist™ c/o

Renaissance Newd> Views.

Your statement that shaving
improves these lesions gives rise to
another possibility. You might check
the skin on the upper outer arms to see
whether the follicle mouths have a
rough, scaly material in their centers.
If so, you have probably got Keratosis
Pilaris, a hereditary condition in which
the follicle mouths are plugged with
skin cells. When severe, the problem
feels almost like sandpaper or goose
bumps. Lac-Hydrin, a relatively
inexpensive lotion prescribed l)\ a
de Illldt()l()g’l%t will h(’qm nt]\ \\(nl\ on
this ploblmn. Sometimes th(' derma-
tologist will add Sulfacet Lotion or
Retin-A at bedtime. Since this is an
hereditary condition, you will have to
stay on these topical medications to
keep a satisfactory result.

Please rest assured, Pizza Thighs,
that many times I “sausage” problems
in my practice. It is important to deal
with them properly so that they

do not “mushroom!”

tody. Their recommendations are as fol-
lows:

* The right for trannies to have a
single cell.

® The right to be addressed in their
preferred gender terms.

* The right to be addressed by their
chosen names.

* The right to choose the sex of the
police officer who may need to conduct a
strip search.

* The right to continue taking medica-
tion while in custody for post-op trans-
sexuals.

Sincerely, Rosa/Queensland

Please Note:

The contents of this newsletter are
copyrighted. If you want to reprint an
article you see here, please contact

the editor for permission. Most likely,
we’ll say “Yes” but you do have to ask
us first.




