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CSUN Center for Sex Research Endorses 

2"d Congress Here in '97 
Plans for a Second In ternational Congress On 

Cro. sdressing, Sex and Gender Issues took a step 
close r tor aliLy last month when the Human 
Sexua lity Education Program in the Graduat 

chool of Education at the Un ive rsity of Penns lva­
nia agre d to be th acad mic ponsor for th v nt. 
\ \ illiam R. Stayton , Th.D ., and JoAnn Rob rts , 
Ph.D ., co-chair th Steering Committe for the 
conference to be held in the lat pring of 1997. 

The over. h I ming respon e for th first con­
gress was so p sitiv that several members of th 
transgende r comm uni ty approach d e rn Bullough, 
Ph .D ., R. N. , the organizer and co-chair of the fir t 
event, with the idea of holding th congress on a 
regular basis. Dr. Bullough, whil supportive of the 
idea, did not want to be responsible for a second or 
subsequent conC rence. He did , howev r, ncour­
age the exploration of possibl sit s for a second 
con r ss and pl clg cl his advisory support if a 
sui table acad mic sponsor could b found . 

While still at the conC r nc , many peopl from 
both th transg nd r communi ty and th proC s­
sional commun ity talk cl op nly about wh n and 
wh re a second congress might b h Id. v ral 
peopl r ga rded the Unive rsity of Penn ylvan ia's 
program as an excelle nt choice for a sponsor and 
that 1997 would be th best timing. JoAnn Rob rts 
agreed to s k the Unive rsity's coop ration. 

On 1 larch 17, 1995, Dr. tayton at th request of 

Dr. Roberts proposed the congress to the faculty of 
the Human Sexuali ty Education Program and they 
agreed to sponsor the ev nt. Robe rts th n contacted 
Dr. Bullough and Jam s E lias, Ph.D. , Executive 
Director of the Cente r for Sex Research at Cal State 
University at orthridge (CSUN ), to inform them of 
the deci ion by th facu lty at the univ rsity. 

In a fax on March 29, 1995, Dr. BulJough inform cl 
Rob rts, "Ji m [Elias] says the Center for x Research 
\viii b happy to co-sp nsor, and ndor [the second 
congress] as our legitimate suc.'Cessor. .. " 

''This is an opportuni ty for both th trangend r 
and proC ssional communiti s to work togethe r 
again on a project of widespr ad imp rtance," says 
Roberts. "We'd li k th event co-sponsors and the 
Steering Committee to be even more eel ctic than it 
was fo r the first congress," she said, "\\ h r it goes 
aft r thi s will b up to whoever is willing to do th 
groundwork. The r ar several cont nde rs." 

Cooperation between the transg nde r and 
profess ional organizations wi ll be critical to th 
succ ss of this second congr ss. The TC organiza­
tions' ill provid both th s cl funds and the 
bodi s to do th b hind-the-scenes work. Th 
professional organizations wi ll primari ly be con­
cerned with th programming and revi w of 
submiss ions. 

A Call for Pap rs will be announc cl late r this a_ 
y ar, along with oth rd tails of the vent. e 

Happy 8th Birthday Renaissance! 
1 one of the fi ve co-founders of Renaissance in 

19 7 would have b lieved where th organization is 
today had someone been able to fore te ll the future. 

That first 111 tincr of 13 p ople gave no hint at 
the impact this small group wou ld hav on the 
transgcncler comm11nity at large. 

Today, Renaissance stands as th only national 
me mbe r hip organization for all transgendC'rcd 
people. It has grown from a local support group to a 

C derally recognized education association with four 
chapter (so n to b fi ve) and seven affili ates in nin 
states, and it' sti ll growing. 

R naissanc me mb rs are commun ity contribu­
tor., too, with members serving on the boards of 
IFGE, Outreach Institute, AEG IS, and Tri-Ess. 

o, a Bronx che r to those who thought Renais­
sance was just a "flash in th pan" and congratula­
ti ons to all Renaissance me mbers on your birthday. 
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~ Chapter & Affiliate Information~ 
c:lmptct"s 

Delaware 

\'Vilmington, Delaware : me •ts semnd 

Saturdayofeach month . Write for info to: PO 

Box 5656, Wil-mington. DE 19808 or call 

302-995-1396. 

Maryland 

A chapter is forming in the 13altimore 

ar a.\\ atch for mor" information. 

New Jersey 

South Je rsey/Shore Area: Write R •­

naissance South jersey, Box 189, Mays Land­

ing, J, 08330. Meets first Saturday of the 
month at the Atlantic Mental Health Center, 

2002 Black Horse Pike, Mc Kl•e C ity. Doors 

open 7PM. Call 609-64 1-.3782 for details. 

Pennsylvania 

Greater Philadelphia: Write Rrnais­

sance C PC, 987 Old Eagle Sehool Hd. , Suite 

719, \\"ayne, Pa. 19087. leets third Saturday 
of the month in King of Pn 1ssia. Doors opc•n 

8 p.m . a.II year 'round . Call 6J0-97.5-9 119 for 

in format ion. 
Lower Susq ue hanna Valley: \\" rite Ht'­

naissance L V, [lox 2122 I larrisburg. Pi\ 

1710.5. leets on th · first Satur<lay of the 
month. Call 717-780-lL V (1578) for loca­

tion an<l times . 

Affiliates 

Georgia 

Atlanta: The Am eric;;.m E<lucational Gen­
der In formation Se1vic • (AEG IS), PO [lox 

33724 , D ·catur, CA 30033-0724 or call 404-

939-0244. In formation resources. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Cen<ler Explorations 
(A.C.E.) , PO Box 77562, Atlanta, CA 30.3.57, 

404-939-2128. 

Louisiana 

New Orleans; The Gu lf Gender Alli ­

ance, PO Box 870213, New O rleans, LA 

70187-1.300 . Local support group. 

New Jersey 

N. Central Je rsey: Mrn 11 nouth/Ocean 
Trans Grn<ler, ( M OTC ), write PO Box 8243, 

Reel Bank, j 07701 or call 908-219-9094. 

New York 

Manhattan: ivlctropoli tan Ge ndC' r N ·t­
work (M CN), \\'rite .S6J 11 udson St., [lox -1 5, 
NPw York , NY .10014, or call 20l -7H-1 -Hi65, 

Ext. .):32. Local support group . 
Long Island: 1ew York C IR L & Pa1t­

ners. PO Box -156, Ce nte reach. NY ll720. 

Call .516-732-82J!:J fo r info. 

Oklaho1na 

Central Oklahoma: Sonne rs Belles , part 

o f the Centrnl Oklahoma Transg •11tle r Alli ­
ance· (COTA ). Contact, Rachel Rudnick, P.O. 
[lox 57.5, 1orman , OK 73070. 

tJl ~ tll Resources t:o ~ t:o 
Backg .. ound Papen: 

Background Pape rs are $1.25 each: 
] . Myths & M isconc ptions About 

C rossdress ing 
2. Reasons for Male to Female 

Crossdressing 
3. PART ERS: Spouses & 

Significant Othe rs 
4. T he Matter of hildren 
5. Annotated Bibliography 
6. T elling the Children: A 

Transsexual 's Point of View 
7. AIDS/ HIV Safety and E thics. 
8. Understanding Transsexualism 

Significant Othel" Suppm·t 

To network with other partn rs of trans­
g ndered people contact Evelyn Kirkland, 
PO Box 1242, ewtown, Pa. , l 940. 

Pen Pal Program: 

If you would like to correspond with 
othe r people around the country con­
tact Pen Pals, care of Maryann Kirk­
land, PO Box 1242, NewtO\ n, Pa. , 
18940. Maryann will put you on the Pen 
Pal List and give you a copy of that li st 
so you may correspond with as many 
new fri ends as you like. 
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© 1994. Renai ssance Education Asso­
ciation, Inc., 987 Old Eagle chool 
Rd., Suite 719, \\ ayne, Pa. 19087. 
Plwne: 610-975-9119 

$2 per issue, $16 per year (12 issues) . 
Back issues are avail able fo r $2 per 
copy plus $0.52 postage and handling. 
Send check or M .0. to the above ad­
dr ss, atte ntion: Beth Marshall. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Angela Gardner 

Contributing Editors 
Dina Am.bed e 
]0A1111 Roberts 

Layout 
Creative Desion Services 

Distribution 
Beth & Rachel Marshall 

Business Manage1· 
Barbara Sch war;:; 

Articles, opinion pie<.-es, and letters to the 
editor arc always we lcome. Ideas fo1· a r­
ticles and opinion pieces should be sent lo 
onr editorial office care of Renaissance, 
PO Box 530, Bensale m, Pa. 19020-0530. 
Complimcntm-y and irate lc ttc1·s lo the 
editor may be sent to the same address. 

Renaissance is a 501[c)[3) non-profit orga­
nim tion providing cdnca lion and snppo11 
lo the transgcndc r community and the 
general public. 

Local Calendar 
May 

6 Ren. South J rsey 
6 Ren. LS\/ meeting 

J 3 Ben. Delaware 
20 R n. GP 
27 Balto. Affi li ate 

Jm1e 
3 Ren. South J rs y 
3 Ren. LS\/ m e ting 

10 Ren. De laware 
17 R n. GP 
24 Balto. Affi li ate 

July 
1 Ren. South Je rsey 
l Ren. LS\/ meeting 
8 Ren. Delaware 

15 Ren. GPC 
22 Balto. Affi liat 



Did you notic it was a triumph for 
the transgende red at th O scars? Oh 
yeah, the award for best cos tumes 
wen t to our v 1y most fob favo rite , The 
Adventures of Priscilla , Queen of the 
D serl , and yes th d s igne r ace pted 
the awa rd in a dress made ntire ly of 
er dit ca rds and , Martin Landau col­
lected an Osca r fo r hi s work in Ed 
\Vood - which was about a trans s­
tite, but: the piec cl r s istanc was 
whe n Arnold (Schwarz negger, not 
Zi[[le) introduc d Clint Eastwood as 
the recipie nt of the prestigious Irving 
Thalberg Award. \\ hy's that yo u ask? 
If you have be n r ading this column 
r ligious ly you \ ill r call that If r. 
Thalb rg was a c rossdresse r. ow ain 't 
that a hoot? They gave our biggest ma­
cho guy an award named aft r a sissy. 
And , h liked it. 

HAIRY SITUATION? 

If p oplc who shave the ir h ads are 
called skinh ads, do s that mak 
people like me, who shave the ir body 
hair off on a r gulnr basis, skinbodies? 
A moot point. I on ly bring it up since I 
recently we nt through what most 
crossdressers dread- medical tests. 
T sts that r qu ire you to remove your 
sh irt and possibly your pants. (The 
nu rs only had to push my pant I gs 
up, but th r I lay in all my stubbl 
cove red sple ndor. ) Th r ' e re just a 
few routine blood tests, so I knew my 
arm wou ld have to be bar . The EKG 
was anothe r matt r, though. "Take of 
your shirt and wait in that room ." \Ve il , 
he re go s. 

She never said a word. F irst the 
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blood tests and the shaved arm. Then, 
the E KG room and th stubble cov­
e red body. Through it a ll w chatted 
am iably as my hands sweated. (T hey 
tend to do that wh n people arc stick­
in n eel! s in me.) I hav no clue what 
she thou ht about my trimmed clown 
body hair but I kn w sh couldn 't miss 
it. Could it be , sh was simply b ing 
what mor p opl in the wo rld should 
work at b ing, civiliz d ? Ye , I b t 
that's it. 

It prov s to me once again , p ople , 
for th most part, don 't ca re what you 
do or how ou dress. T hey ma wonde r 
about you but how wi ll that hurt you? 
If you have to hav a proc dur don , 
don 't risk your h al th wony ing about 
what th docto rs or nurses may think if 
parts of you are shaved (b sides your 
face). No big deal. 

Maybe someday we' ll m t again , 
that pre tty blue eyed blood test woman 
and 1. In some oth r EKG room in 
some o th r town. And , maybe th n I'll 
te ll h r why I go through th trouble of 
shavi ng my whole bod. Until then , 
we' ll always have the memories. 

OJ'S QUEEN 

I guess we all know by now that a 
man in a dress ( with a totally inappro­
priate bow in his hair! Judge Ito, call 
the Fashion Police! ) was ej c t cl from 
the O.J. Simpson trial back in April. 
\\ill B. King, a pscudon m if I've eve r 
Ii ard heard one (s houldn 't that be 
\\ill B. Queen) who was actually wear­
ing a pink skirt and an awful top, had 
been asp ctator at the trial in a previ­
ous incarnation C aturing swim trunks, 
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a n cktie and H awaiian shirt (ma be 
h 's com ing to th LSV Luau . Be ve ry, 
ve1y scar d! ). 11 has gott n in while 
weari ng these outrageous outfits sine 
th y fi ll the peanut galle ry by lotte ry. 
Th r 's no di scrimination whe n it 
·omes to spectato rs. (And \Viii B's 

tas te is non-disc riminatory, too.) 
O\ , I just don't know wh we 

both r. I mean , he re ' e are , t1y ing to 
make a p lace for ou r e lves in socie ty 
that wi ll be resp ct cl , trying to b 
seen as r sponsibl hu man b in crs , not 
wcirdocs and then a ca rd ca rrying 
we irdo lik King comes a long, dress s 
badly and g ts lab I d a "tran vcstite" 
by th m d ia. l'm su re h 's just a dork 
who figur <l he could get some jollies 
by dressing up in an amusing little out­
fit and att nding the tria l. \\ e ll , as a 
noted queen once sa id , "\ \'e ar not 
am u ed. '' Remcmb r \\' ill B. King, if 
you try thi s aga in , w 'II hunt you down 
and make you appear on /fo rd Copy . 
If you must t ry it on mor tim , be 
sure to le t p opl know you are n' t a 
transvesti te . Pe rhaps a large sign on 
your back that reads, 'Tm not a trans­
vestite but I cir ss li ke one on ourt 
TV" wou ld b in ord r. 

SC HE MAIL 

I got a press re lease from the Soci­
ety of rossdressing H ardwar Engi­
ne rs promoting a n wsle tt r th y put 
out call d SCl-IEMail . All th y s nt 
was a short synopsis of the cont nts of 
the lates t issue along with a copy of th 
cov r. I wou ld have li ked to hav seen 
the real deal but they claimed pove rty 
and said they hop cl the synops is 
would "whe t" my app tite. \\ 11 , they 
ar asking for $4 plus $1 for postag 
for a copy. Looking at the sketch of the 
contents, it seems like it m ight be 
worth it. If you have an insatiable de­
sire to read all you can about the trans­
g nde red community and you like yom 
informati on pr sented in a savvy and 
irre e rent man n r, read m column! 
Oops, I mean get in touch with the 
publishe r of SC IIEMai l and check it 
ou t. ancy R. angeroni is the p rpe­
trator and she can be reached by 
phone at 617-497-6928 and by E-mail: 

co 11ti1111ed next paoe 



Renaissance ews & ViPrvs, Vol. 9, o . 5 

News Beat ... 
nrn@world. std.com. Just what we 
n cl , anothe r wacky transgende r 
newslette r. T he cove r page says , 
"Something vaguely resembling T rans­
gender Wit, \\ isdom, & Politics. " \\ ith a 
header Llke that, all I can ay i w lcom 
aboard. Th more the meni r. 

STOP THE PRESSES, 
ITS A MAN IN A DRESS! 

We r ally are popping up every­
where and not just in n ws l tte rs and 
'zines. Esqrii re d id a t:we lv pag story 
in th ir April issue on th tr, nsg nde r 
trend. It's a pre tty comprehensivf' job , 
covering such divers peopl in the 
transg nder communi ty as Las V gas 
Barbi Jahna Steele to I gal aglf' 
Phyllis Randolph Frye. 

Jahna was featured in a sid bar to 
th main sto1y, with enough photos in ­
clud cl to k p any r d blood cl 
femmophile happy. Boy, do s that 
woman look good! I'd take he r ho me 
to morn . She told of how she had never 
f It li k a man and had rf'ma ined a vir­
gin until a fte r he r surge ry. h also 
stated that in ord r to ma intai n he r 
beauty sh has to take estrogen t>very 
day. ( Sh has lived as a woman since 
the ag of 17. You can't sta rt latt> and 
look that good .) 

In the main sto1y a TS named 
Martine Rothblatt said that since sh 
had surg ry she do sn't have to take 
hormones. ow, who i right? \\ h n in 
doubt, go with the showgirl. Jahna is 

Since 1969 ! 

correct in saying she must take' hor­
mones. 1artin was e ith r mi s­
q uoted or doC's n ' t unde rstand tha t 
with the tes tes removed yo u ' re not 
g tting bi g sp lash s o f testos te rone 
but you hav no ovari es produc ing 
estrogen. A hormone supple ment is 
necessary to mainta in the b lush o f 
yo uth and fe mininit . 

or cours the two women hav 
comple te ly diffe rent backgrounds: 
Jahna alwa s C It like a woman and 
n v r fe lt li ke a mal . Martine sp nt 
half h r Ii~ as a mal and claim d to 
have bee n a "regular guy." She made a 
decision to sp nd the second half of 
he r liC as a C male wh n sht> found 
he rse lf spending more and more tim 
crossdressed . ould ht> be- trans­
gendered, not trans exual? Read the 
article and y u cl cide. 

It's a w II rounded treatment of th 
transgende r phenomenon and worth 
reading. I fo und it in my lo ·al library. 

t my local newsstand I picked up a 
copy of Details, it was the ir foy Sex 
i sue and I bought it for the articl s. 
Actual! I bought it. since, in 111 ca­
pacity as o-Dirpctor of OutrPach for 
Renaissance I was contacted b two re-, 
porte rs from the magazine aski ng for 
information about l\euaissanc and the 
dra scene in Phil ad lphia. J was pr -
pa red to bf' quoted and ga e them the 
best sound bytes and PR sp ak I could 
must r, bu t as far as I can t II from p -
rusing the mag close ly. pa ing parti cu­
lar attention to the hot photos of Traci 
Lords (anoth r woman rd take home 
to mo m, but mom would th row us 
out. ), I could not find any info on 

transgc nd r cl fo lks Pxcept a blurb in 
the ir Global Affa irs st>ction on th SF 
transgcnde r rights law. (I th ink RN& V 
scooped the m on that .) T hey quoted 
an offi cial who said , " ow a gu can' t 
get a pink slip for wearing on ." 

If 1 find any other r fe r nc to TC 
peopl in D tails l'IJ le t you know. Of 
ourse it may take a wh ile. Along with 

thos photos of T raci the r 's that ar­
ticl e on Tantric sex and an int rvi w 
with Brooke Shie lds. 

Practically at press time w got a 
notice from Motlr ering magazin let­
ting us know that th ,y m ntion cl us 
on pag 2 1 of the ir Summe r 1995 is­
sue . The notice didn ' t say what context 
we we re present cl in but I think it's 
pr tty cool to be m ntion d as a rc­
sou rce fo r mothers who may ha 
transgcnder d child ren . I'll check this 
mP ntion out and I t you know what 
they had lo a about Henaissance. 

MRS. DOUBT ZAZA? 

A r port has app ared in seve ra l 
publications stat ing that Robin Will­
iams, last s en in a cir ss as Mrs. 
Do1ilJtfi 1·<', will re turn to the femi nine 
side of the spectrum as the Zaza char­
a t r in a remake of La Cage A 11 
Follf's , call ed Birds of A Featlrer. I 
guess Robin (that's a girl 's name ain' t 
it?) fe lt that hi s rPturn to women's at­
tir should be a trin e more glamorous 
than th Doubtfire clrudg ry. I can 't 
wa it to see him in some fa bulous 
gowns. And 0 11 kn w th boy will 
make h r \ ild . He just can't h Ip hi m­
s If. Look fo r high camp and I' m not 
talking about a t nt on a mountain top. 

Lee's Mardi Gras Ent., Inc. 
MICHELE LACRETE, R.E. 
California Licensed 

Lee G. Brewster, President 

Bookstore 

565 10th Ave., 2nd Floor 

New York, N.Y. 10036 

Boutique 

400 W. 14th St. , 3rd fl 

New York, N.Y. 10014 

Both Stores Open Monday through Saturday! 

Hours: 12 noon - 6 pm 

(212) 947-7773 

Hours: 11 :30 - 6:30 pm 

(2 12) 645-1888 
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- ELECTROLYSIS -
MEDICALLY APPROV ED 1ETHODOFPERMAN ENT HAIR RE '!OVAL 

Indi vidual. S1crilc. Di spo. able Probes 

Expens in Face. Eyebrows. Bik ini Lines. Legs and Beard. 

WAX I G AND PEDI URES AVAILABLE 

PROFESS IO AL AND ONFID E T IAL • FOR WOM E A D M E 

/O'fc Off Fir.ti Trell1111er11 • Senior Citi:e11 Di.<co1111t 

FOR FREE CONS LTATION 
CALL: 201-886-8198 

10 BEYERL Y PLACE 
(off River Road) 

EDGEWATER, NJ 07020 



His co-star will be noted Broadway 
actor Nathan Lane. (Who?) No word 
on when this production will hit the 
silver screen but I'm sur it fits in well 
with othe r transgender fri endly films 
like To Wong Foo sure to be released 
in the coming months. Put a few guys 
into drag .. . now that's entertainment! 

HELP, I'M ORGANIZING 
AND I CAN'T GET UP 

If you're trying to get a group off 
the ground in your neck of the woods , 
and believ me the woods are loaded 
with TC people looking for support, 
then this item is for you. The IFCE 
will help you reach potential members. 
Contact Holly Cross , c/o IFCE, PO 
Box 367, Wayland, MA 01778. Holly is 
th Mistress of the Database and Mar­
qu ss of the Mailing List. She wi ll tell 
you how many copies of yom promo­
tional mat rial she n eds. You th n put 
your organizational informational bro­
chures into enve lopes stamp them and 
ship them n masse to Ms. Cross. She 
will print the labels, stick them to the 
envelopes and dispatch them through 
the US mail. This se1vice is only op n 
to not-for-profit groups so don 't t1y to 
g t h r to mail out your order form for 
the lat st \Vond r Hip E nhancer (only 
one twenty nine nin ty fi ve, plus tax. 
Ord r today while supplies last! ) 

By th way, in h r note I lolly added 
he r two cents to the Premarin discus­
sion that's been going on in News & 
Vi C'ws. She said , "Premarin is not th 
on! one that wi ll do the trick ." I 
kn ow." Thanks for th helping hand 
for new groups and thanks fo r the hor-
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mone hint. Remember girls, Premarin 
is made by treating horses very badly. 
\·\hen you were a little girl (or what­
ever) , didn't you always want to ride a 
horsy? (The jodhpurs were pretty 
cool. ) Well , these poor horses can't 
even walk. They are kept pregnant in 
pens. If you are taking hormones, ask 
your doctor for something els . 

ACTION AIDS & TG INFO 

Alive A11d Kicki11g , the newslette r 
for p ople with AIDS and HIV, in­
forms us that ActionAIDS in Philadel­
phia has published a brochure on 
AIDS information for the transgen­
de red. The cover says, "There's more 
out there passing than you .. . don 't for­
get HIV/AIDS. " To get a copy of the 
brochure, or sev ral copies for your 
support group meetings , call 
ActionAlDS at 215-981-3351. 

If you ar in Philadelphia and would 
like to find out about events of interest 
to the TC community you can call the 
Transgendered Information Line at 
215-981-3328. Even though it is spon­
sored by ActionAIDS, you don 't have 
to have to b HIV+ to call and find out 
what's happening. If you do have the 
virus and would like to attend a sup­
port groups for HIV+ transgendered 
people, check out Passages, eve 1y 
Thursda from six to eight PM at J 216 
Arch Street, fourth Ooor. fi'or more in­
formation , the number again is 215-
981-3351. Out of town? Don't call col­
l ct. ot even with the 1-800 Collect 
thing. They n eel all the cash they can 
g t to continue their work. 

RHPS GETS CAST & VIRTUAL 

If you've got a few spare bob, and 
you don't mind ordering merchandise 
from Merry Olde England, this might 
be right up your alley .. . if you like 
Frank N. Furter. (Funny thing is, my 
ex-wife loved the Rocky Horror Pic­
ture Show and I \.vas so far in the closet 
I couldn't tell h r I would have loved 
to dress up like Frank for her private 
pleasure. Ah, life .) 

Phaedra Kelly tells us that Frankie 
is immortalized in cast porcelain . She 
says it's a "15-ineh tall cold-cast porce­
lain kit. " It will cost you £74.95 plus 
£2.75 postage within the U.K .. Lord 
knows what postage is to the States. 
Contact: This Island Earth, 10 Elm 
Grove, Urmston, Mancheste r, M31-
1 l UK. If you fancy an international 
call ring them up at 0-61-748-0491. 
Don't forget the county code, luv! 

I imagine they'll be able to te ll you 
how much shipping will be and if they 
can take your er dit card, your card 
company will do the dollars to pounds 
conversion. Thanks for the Rocky Hor­
ror info Phaedra. 

JoAnn Roberts adds that fans of 
R HPS will find a Web sit dedicated 
to the Oick at http://www.cs.wvu. du/ 
-pau I r/ rh ps/rhps. h tm I. 

And thank. ou gentle readers for 
once again giving m a r ason to typ till 
I get keyboard wrist. Ouch! \\ here's 
that Ace bandage ' hen I ne cl it? 

~ 

SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 
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Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11 AM to 4PM, Mon . to Sat. 
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IFGE Report: Inside Atlanta Action '95 
by Evelyn Kirkland 

Introducing a new logo and a new 
format for programs, IFGE's 9th 
annual "Coming Together-Working 
Togethe r" convention convened in 
Atlanta, Georgia, on March 12, 1995. 
Entitled Atlanta Action '95, the focus 
of this year's gathe ring was to motivate 
local groups to become visible and 
active in today's society. To this end , 
the programs \ve re designed to 
develop leadership at all levels of the 
community and to share successful 
endeavors between groups. 

With approximate ly ] 25 registered 
participants and many loca l walk-ins, 
this year's conve ntion may not have 
been a financial succes-, but it did 
achieve its objectives. Although not as 
well represented as at previous 
conventions , Renaissance's leadersh ip 
was visible through those representa­
tives who did attend. 

Maryann Kirkland was appoint cl to 
a full three yea r te rm on IFGE's board 
of directors; th reby, continuing 
Renaissance's repres ntation there. 

laryann continues to se rve as Pro­
gram Chair for next year's convention. 

Alison Laing, a co-founde r of 
Renaissance, was cho: n a the new 
Executive Dire -tor ofIFGE. This 
position became vacant by the resigna­
tion of Me rissa She rrill Lynn , who 
fo und d the organization. 

The new programming format was 
introduced 0 11 \\ ednesday with two 
all-day sem inars. One sess ion was a 
Boot am p for Public Speakinrr I ·d hy 
Eve Burche rt who chairs JFCE's 
committee for Public Education and 
f"ocused on improving one 's ability and 
con fidence when address ing the 
public. The other session was a 
Community "Town" Me ting where 
groups and individuals focused on how 
to bui ld a stronger and more visible 
community. 

The programs on Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday were vari ed with never 
more than three programs presented 
at any one time. A fourth room was 
available for "spill over" discuss ions 

from the se minars or for just conversa­
tion between convention participants. 

The Congress of Transgender 
Organizations (CTO) met twice during 
the convention. At present, the CTO 
has representatives from l.LO of the 
220 groups known to exist within the 
community. Membe rship is exp cted 
to incr ase sign ificantly because of 
outreach toward the Tri-Ess groups. 
Anne Johnson and Maryann Kirkland 
were re-elected to the offices of Chair 
and Secretary respectively. Lynn 
\\ alker and Patricia\\ inn wi ll share 
the office of Vice Chair. 

Many exciting projects are being 
undertake n by the CTO. The direction 
and purpose of the organization we re 
rewritten to more clea rly indicate what 
the CTO is about. The new direction 
reads: "To facilitate communication 
and co-operation within our commu­
nity and the communit~' at larae ." The 
new purpose reads: "To promote and 
encouraae the xploration and accep­
tance of dive rse r prf'se ntations of 
gender identi ty within our comm uni ty 
and the com munity at largf'." T his 
nf'wly de fined direction and purpose 
incorporates the principles expre ·. cl 
in the "transgender allianc Pl dg fo r 
Comm unity" and requires oraaniza­
tions to subscribe to the pledge 
without actual! signing the state ment. 

The CTO adopted a proposal to 
create an electronic home for the 
worldwide g nder comm u11it on the 
Inte rnet. A committee f four are 
working to make this proposal a rea li t~ · 
in the nea r future . 

Th TO e ndeavors to expand on 
th outreach efforts of s ve ral local 
organizations by contacting re ligious 
congregations at a national level. 

The first ever STAR (Special 
Transgende r Achievement Recogni­
tion) award was presented to Ms. 
Jennifer Richards of MAGGIE for 
Me ritorious Service to the Commu­
nity. This award is avai lable to any 
organization that wishes to recognize 
an individual for dedication and 
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service on a local level. (Contact Anne 
Johnson or Maryann Kirkland for 
details on how to nominate a STAR. ) 

On Wednesday night, the Trinity 
Awards we re presented to six people in 
the transgende r community. This 
year's recipients w re: Dallas Denny, 
founder and Executive Director of 
AEGIS; James Green, editor of F2M , 
the largest circulated publication for 
fe male-to-male transgende r issues; 
Laura Caldwell , who led IFGE's 
Strategic Plan, Vision 2000; Leslie 
Feinb rg, author of Ston e Butch Blt1es 
and Trn11 sge11rler Liberation:/\ 
J\1ove111ent \Vhose Ti111e /las Co 111e; 
Sharon Ann Stua1t, director of the 
Mil itary Law Project for I TLEP; and 
I .incla Pf'acock, board of directors 
l FC E and TrU-ESS, chair of SPICE. 

Th highlight of th Conv ntion 
occurred on Saturday night with the 
presentation of the Vi rginia Prince 
Life time Achievement Award to 
Yvonne .ook-Ril ey who has faithfully 
se rYed J FCE as "financial wizard" 
sine its beginning. Prior to jumping 
aboard th J FGE train , Yvonne was 
a ·tive in many local organizations in 
J ndiana. Toda Yvonne is making gr at 
strid s in strengthening th f' bonds 
bel"\vf'f' n the transgender and gay and 
lesb ian comm unities. 

On Sunday morning, the traditional 
I FG E foo tball was passed to the · 
com·ention host contingent from 

11 inncapoli s, Minnesota. Next ~!f'a r ' s 

c:o nvcn tion wi ll b h Id in Minneapoli s 
i\ lar ·h 24, 1996 to March 3 1. 
Hope to see f'Ve1yon · at 
"Minneapolis P ride." 

f<'or \lore Informatio ... 

Contact IFGE at PO 
Box 229, Waltham, 
MA 02154, or call 
617-899-2212. 
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Exp ore Yourse 
PERHAPS WE CAN HELP. We've been helping people explore the limits of who they are since 
1985 with publications like Art & Illusion : A Guide to Crossdressing, Vols. l and 2 ($US 15 ea.), 

Coping With Crossdressing ($US 15) and the only book on feminine speech Speaking As A Woman 
($US l O) . CDS also has video publications like Basic Makeup, Dressing with Fashion and Style, and 
Ladylike Deportment. All our videos are one low price of $US30, plus $US3 shipping and handling 
each . Write, call or surf the net today for a free catalog. CDS is your information source for the 
next millennium. We' ll continue to exploit new technologies to bring you what you want. 

(RfATIVf DHIGN SfRVICH 
Voice: 610•640•9449 Fax: 610•648•0257 

P.O. Box 61263 King of Prussia PA USA 19406 

info@cdspub.com • www.cdspub.com 
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The strike is ov rand the replace­
ment playe rs have b n banish cl to 
th sandlots once again . And not a 
moment too soon, e ithe r. 

I think this last batch of newsktte rs 
from which I cull the it ms for this 
colu mn w r , written by replaceme nt 
crossdress rs because the r seemed to 
be a dea rth of inte resting materia l. 

So it' ll be nice to have th major 
league rs back at the ir word proccs-
o rs. I can look forward to a few hits, 

some e rrors, mayb a wild pitch , and 
the in evitabl drag bunt. But 
please ... no runne rs. 

H That's What You Call Fun 

The Januaiy 16 is ue of Th ' erv 

Yorker magazin ca rri cl a profile of 
soc ialite busin ssman and crossd resse r 
Ne il Cargil e. It's an inte res ting study 
of a successful ' man 's man' who 
happ ns to njoy-quitc op nly-the 
thrill of public cro sclr ss ing. 

My inte re tin thi s articl was not 
th surface facts surrounding how 
" High Heel c il " (as he is call ed by 
fri ends) goes about his c rossdress ing or 
hi s fas hion choic s. The cl scriptions of 
his out fits and the accompan ing photo 
is not te rribly flatte ring. Mr. argile is 
a ruggedly handsom fifty-som thing 
man. As a woman, h favors fl as h , 
perhaps trashy, outfits that arc unre­
markabl xcept in the ir braz nn ss. 

John Berendt, the journalist writing 
the profile, attempts to unde rstand th 
c rossdressing phenomenon in general 
and Cargile's motivation to c rossdr ss 
in particular. In thi s respect , it is an 
excellent basics cours for the non­
crossd ressing public. 

Renaissance cws & \ iews, \ ol. 9, o . .S 

Cargil e, who doesn't really use a 
fe mme name but som tim s refers to 
him If as She-Neil (as in ch nille) is 
pr tty blunt about his motivation to 
c rossdrcss. " It's fun ," he repeats man 
ti mes whenever the au th or tries to pin 
l1i m down on wh, he likes to cross­
clress. At times, th "fun " motivat ion 
see ms to be a deknsive exp lanat ion 
to keep 111 ore se riou s issues at bay. 
The onl othe r reason tl 1at a rgilc 
admits for hi s o ut rageo usly fe minin 
crossclres in is th at he enjoy 
at te ntion , especia lly whe n he kno\\'S 
hi s audi e nce is sho ·keel and amused 
b~· his pres nc . 

\\ 'he n h isn't wearing ridi culous !~ · 

short sk irts and fancv women 's hats in 
fu ll drag, She-Nei l enjoys mixing hi s 
mascu line and feminin wardrob s. 
Th author of the profi le recounts hi s 
meeting with a rgile at 1 w York's 
T av 111 on the Green restaura nt on a 
crowded Sunday afte rnoon-where 

a rgile showed up as hi s ma l s If' in a 
navy double-breasted blazer and dress 
shirt, coupled with a micro min iskirt 
and high heels. The tourists went crazy 
gawking at him/ her and Mr. argil 
loved vei:' minut ,and sna1 shot , of it. 

She- 1 ii isn't a member of any 
crossdr s e r's support group. And 
maybe that's a good thing becau c 
so me suppo rt groups on which I 've 
reported hav dress codes against 
just th e type o f outrag OLI S f male 
cir ss and ge 11der-111i.rin g o f ward­
robes in which a rgil d o s hi 
thin g. And l ' m sure tlwrc are some 
com muni ty leaders out there who 
find hi s insistence on having "fun " as 
so me how b nea th the digni ty of the 
"true" crossdr ss r . 
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13ut Cargi lC' 's public an tics point out 
that if c rossdr sing is practi -eel in a 
spirit of opc•nrwss and good hu mo r­
rather than semi-cmbarra ment and 
subterfugC'-otltc rs can accept it at 
fac value. Tl1 C' re 's go t to bC' mo re of 
a motivat ion r o r a l I of us to cross­
drC'SS than si mply ' fun' but le t us not 
be afraid to admit crossdressing is 
e njoyabl e as an end in itse lf'. 

So Funny I Fo .. got To Laugh 

It's nice to know that ifl miss 
something or not in newsle tt rland, 
somebody out tl1 e rc will call it to m 
attention . Bonnie from the 8 0 11/10 11 & 
Park group in Texas s nt us a ·op fa 
tongu -in-check pi c that was 
published in the newsle tte r of the Gulf 
Gender Alliance. Unfortunately. l 
don't have th - name of the author or 
this piece, which is a lucky brPak for 
whoe\·er he or she may bC'. 

The arti c:I<' was in the form of a 
'Hazardous Mat rials Report' and tllC' 
haza rd us mate rial b ing analyzed was 
a sub tanc call cl "\\ oman," and you 
can begin groaning now. 

ll e rc is a b rief sa111pk of what was 
writtpn [my commen ts in bracke ts]: 

Discove re r: Dr. Adam [\. Male 
[Ev n the most misogyni sti c c lod 
wo uldn 't claim that man 'di scovered' 
woman. ] 

Phys ical Properties: Boi ls at 
nothing, fr zes without r ason· melts 
if giv n sp cial tr atm nt; bitt r if 
incorr ctly us cl ; yie lds when pressurP 
applied to corr ct points. [This was 
men's magazinc'-style humor from the 
SO's and 60's but this is 1995 ... isn' t it'?] 

C h mica! Prop rti s: Affinity for 
gold, sil e r, and precious stones; 
activity greatly increased by saturation 
in alcohol; may explod spontaneous! 
for no known reason; most pow rful 
·apital reducing ag nt known to 
ivi lization. [\\ hy was t time simpl 

demeaning women wh n ou can just 
insult the m outright?] 

ommon Uses: Highly ornam ntal, 
especiall in spo1ts ca rs; gr at aid to 
relaxation; e ffccti e cleaning ag nt. 
[Answ r that phon . ff it's Gloria 
Allred, te ll he r we'r not in. ] 



T ests: Rosy pink when found in 
natural state; turns green when placed 
beside a be tte r specimen. [ ow that 
you've dug that hole , should we just 
throw the dirt in on top of you , or do 
you really think you can get out of it?] 

J f this supposedly humorous piece 
was found in the A'lllericnn Beer 
Drinker's Jo11rnal, it wouldn 't b any 
funnie r but maybe the context would 
make more sense . Jn a transgender cl 
support group newsle tte r, it's unfath­
omable. Are n't we t1y ing to emulate 
women? Are n't we supposed to have a 
more e mpathe ti c outlook on what it's 
lik to be a woman in our socie ty? 
ll ell , fo rge t all that: are n't we sup­
posed to like women? \\'hat was th 
a11thor thinking when he submitted 
this fo r publication? And whi h editor 
was asleep at the switch wh n this 
trainload of woman-bashing tripe came 
rumbling clown the tracks? 

I once wrote that our communi ty 
newslette rs we re our calling cards to 
the outside world . A piece like this 
s nds the wrong messag to any 
intelligent person reading it. Someone 
outside the transgencler communi ty 
wou ld be rightly suspicious about our 
sta ted inte re t in things feminine upon 
reading something lik this ite m. Let's 
be more vig il ant in what we publish 
and what we are saying about ourselves 
throua h our n wsle tte rs. 

[Eel . note: See th Letters To Th e 
Editor column for more on this issue.] 

Stifle Yourself Archie 

The Memphis T ransgendered 
Allianc puts out the newsle tte r 
Powder & Pearls . In their Februa1y 
iss11e , they printed an unsigned le tte r 
to the ditor. Like th " l1u mo rou s" 
arti c l above, I could ha rdly be li eve 
the cont nt o f thi s le tt r appea red in 
1995. Hat he r than paraphrase th e 
write r, I ' ll le t hi s own words stand 
fo r th e mse lves . 

" I must p rot st the apathy of thi s 
group ( \I TCA) on the subject of 
homosexua li ty" he or she begins. "f At] 
recent group meeti nas , the re has been 
p resent a11 ad mitted horn sex11al. As a 
cro sdresse r, T ask fo r separation. 

" ... \\'hile I engage in occasional 
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crossdressing, I do not wished to be 
confused with the homosexual." 

Our lette r-write r then takes a few 
sentences to explain how hetero 
crossdressers must allay the fears of 
spouses that c rossdress ing partners 
may have homosexual tendencies. 

"Ladies and gentle men, I believe 
there should be an acknowledged 
separation between the transgende red 
and the homosexual," he writes before 
signing off with this kicker, "I agree we 
should be nice to our guest, but our 
guest should also be severely limited to 
the quanti ty of visits, say once, and also 
limited to our group resources, for 
example, our patience." 

I was waiting fo r his sugges tion that 
the homosexual member be required 
to w ar a pink Star of David on he r 
dress so that any new m mbe rs would 
know that they were dealing with an 
"admitted homosexual." 

MTC A is an ope n group , not 
limited to he te ro c rossdresse rs, and 
anothe r unc redited me mbe r (pre ­
sumably an office r) wrote a counte r­
opinion in favor of dive rsity and 
freedom within the group . In fac t, 
the MTC A meets in the Memphis 
Cay and Lesbian Community 
Ce nte r, which would make the 
exclusion o f homosexuals somewhat 
hypocritica l, don't you think? 

Unfortunately, the re are probably 
more than a few heterosexual cross­
dresse rs who don't mind taking re fuge 
in gay establishments because of the 
asy acceptance the re in , while secre tly 

harboring the worst kinds of prejudice 
against homosexuals. 

It is true that mos t he te rosexual 
c rossdr ss rs wish to maintain a 
di stinc tion in th public's y s 
be tw een us and the ste reotype of gay 
drag. But we won't ge t sympathy 
from anyone with two brain ce ll s to 
ru b togethe r if we act like Arc hie 
Bunke rs in high he Is. 

How Dare You Have Such A 
Sense Of Hmnor! 

Th e Tmn sgend!'ri. I is the newslet­
te r of the TC Ind pend nee lub in 
Albany Y. A regular fea ture of the 
n wsle tte r is a column b a me mber 
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writing under the name Miss Take 
and the name of the column is 
GoUerdnmme nmg which I think is 
Ge rman for "Ye Are cle r Maste r Race". 
Anyway, the Cotterdammerung 
column is Miss Take's irreverent view 
of the transgendered ex1)e rience . 

In their March issue, anothe r 
regular contributor to the newsle tte r, 
Callan\\ illiams, wrote to complain 
about Miss Take 's 1 ss than serious 
approach to things. You see, Callan 
Williams is very se rious about stuff lik 
transgencle rism, and usually takes up a 
page or two of each of their newslet­
te rs with her own views of things 
transgende red . He r lette r of complaint 
to Miss Take was printed in full and is 
fill ed with refe rences to learned 
studies on gender dysphoria, comple te 
with words like "gynemimetic. " All as a 
means to show the contrast between 
her own seriousness and Miss Take's 
coverage of things like Reba 1IcEntire 
m eting her d rag impe rsonator in a 
new Nashville revue . Apparently, that 
meeting was not gyne mim tic enough 
to meet Call;m 's stringent requir m nt 
for int llectual stimulation . 

Callan closes h r multisyllabic 
diatribe thus: 'Transgend r isn't a game! 
You embarrass us and our community 
by your frivolous attitudes!" 

It never ceases to amaze me how 
many p ople wish to control all aspects 
of eve ryone else's involve m nt in the 
TC communi ty. \ ,Ye've seen more than 
a few groups impose dress codes; there 
is the sexual ori ntation litmus test in 
ome organizations; some have said I 

hav no right to report on things I see 
in other newslette rs; and Callan 
Williams is only one of a few who think 
that a sense of humor is a dangerous 
thing. He r view is especially odd given 
the nam of he r own organization: TC 
lnrlependence Club. 

The re are enough of us out there to 
allow for the dive rsity o f each indi ­
vidual. \ Ve don't need to run everyone 
through Callan \\ 'ill ams'-or anyone 

lse's-cookic cutte r. 
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Attention C:rossdressers: Please let your Significant Other read this article. 

Come Out, Come Out, Wherever You Are 
by Lily ( Y Girls & Part11ei-s) 
I am amazed at the partners and 

wives , \VII E RE ARE T I! EY? Ea ·h 
and C'VC' I)' month l read a d ozC' n or so 
ncws lC' tt rs from around thC' co11ntry, 
hoping and looking to find an artic le' 
writte n by a partner. But othe r than a 
vc1y se lect few or US, WC' SO lllPhow 
re main , non-exista nt , invisible and 
sil e nt. I find thi s . ii 11cC' clC'afC' ning! 

My emotions run f"rorn sin ·c rC' I)" fe lt 
e rnpathv, to downrig ht 111ad at tlr C' {!or 
the most part), to tal lack or partne r 
participati on. Once aga in , l ask , 
W I I E RE ARE YO ? 

1ore ofrl'n than not , I liavc ro11nd 
111yselr the only partne r at a pa rty, 
whe re 1110 tor th p ople are married. 
I can count on one hand the numbe r 

r wo rn n that att -nd -d a non-dressC'd 
meeting. I find this ve ry confusing. I f" 
our partne rs wer into go lf, o r I owling, 
o r te nni s , and WC' wC' rC' n' t , wouldn"t WC' 
takC' some int rC'st in it? \\ "AKE- P 
ladi C's . Those arc hobbies and can 
c hange with t llC' C'asons. I !is cross­
clrcss ing is 11 01 a hobby and is here to 
sta . Now, wou ldn' t it seem logical to 
lea rn more about it? 

To make a poin t {I will use fi c titious 
names): Just th is past month , Jo hn/ 
Je nny attend d a party in somC'one's 
ho me , a party at a hote l, a boa rd of 
dir c tors rnC'e ting, and a non-drC's eel 
discussion mee ting. He ays he is 
"happil marri cl" and his wife accC'pts 
his crossd r .ss ing. \\ e ll th n , whe r is 
sir e? D oesn 't he want to know whC' rC' 
h i. go ing? Tsn't she cu ri o11 s abo 11 t thC' 
people h is spe nding tim with ? I le 
sp nds 3-4 nights o ut of th home 
eve ry month , in p laces she has neve r 
been, sharing his li fe with people sh 
doesn' t know. Isn' t the re some thing 
wro ng h re? \\ he n he go s home , how 
can he talk about whe re he has been, 
or who he has spoke n to? How can sh ­
know and und rstand what is goina on 
in h r pa rtne r's li fe? \ Vhe n it's his turn 

to speak at a di scussion lllC' ting about 
hi s inne r feelings and thoughts-she is 
not the re to hear. Sho11ld1d what lw is 
revea lir ia be o r more importance to h r 
than to anyone' C' lsC''? YC' t, on th many 
occasions whe n Jolrn/ j c nny and I lravC' 
spoken he is a lwa~1s proc laim ing Ir is 
.. lr app~· marriage. '" I can"t ir l' lp b 11 t 
shake my head in bcwildc rm C' nt. 

1 bcliC'\'C' a couple ·lro uld share the ir 
lh·C's. Now, clon"t misunde rstand me, 
sharing docs not rnC'an srrffocating. l f 
one pa rtne r is into some thing that the 
other partn r isn·t- sho11 ldn "t th 
othe r pe rson be rcspo n. ibl to know 
c no rr a h aborrt it so ti ra t tlw~ · carr , at tlw 
ve ry least, have a conversation con­
ce rning the o the r pe rsons in te rest? 
Shouldn ' t a co rr p lc be a team? Doesn' t 
a team work togc t lr Pr? I low ho rrible 
\\'o ulcl it be to atte nd a meeti ng'? /\ I any 
gro ups even lravC' non-dressing 
nwe tings, if" that's ~·ou r pro ble m. 

In di scuss ing tliis d ilemma with 
111 a 11~ · people , I have hea rd all the 
ju tifkations. Ev rything from ,'" \ \"c 
\\·m rld have to get a baby-sitter if I 
\\" nt" to "Jf J don' t go wit h him , 
ma~·bc it wi ll c10 away.·· 

May I re peat- ITS OT COJNC 
TO GO A\\' Y! By alie nating our-
s Ives. we put up a wall in our re lati on­
shi p. Eve ntually thi s wall is too high 
for e ithe r partner to climb. 

Pe r onallv I don 't unde rsta nd how a 
partn r can "tole ra te" h r partne r'. 
c rossd rcssing. l low can you say you 
love so rn one , and just tole rate pa rt or 
hi s b ing? Le t's stop he re fo r a sC'cond . 
I owh re does it say that you have to 
stay in thi s re lationshi p . So get 011t. 
\\"hat ar you wa itina for? A slow 
dt'ath. But b for you end it , ti)' a 
met>ting or two. Talk with anothe r 
wome n. Read a book on c rossdressing. 
You may b surpri ed to lea rn that the 
"monst rs" you thought wcr at the c 
mcetinas are genuine hu man be ings , 
fro m all walks of li fe. 
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I have take n the othe r route. I am 
vc r invo lvC'd in all o f my partne r's 
crossdress ing ventures. And no, it is 
not a lways cas~' · Tlr re art> thi ngs that I 
have a \"(' ry hard ti me with . But I can 
te ll you thi s: \\ "c arc a team! \\'c arc 
ext re me ly close, and have a lot of run 
toge the r. \ \ ·c at te nd eve ry tlr i ng 
togethe r, and I wouldn ·t have it an~· 

othe r way. \\"I rc n th re bccom s a 
p rohk r n, we work it ou t togethe r, 
'" Tog<'ih<'r" what a grC'at wo rd! 

l 11 o re! r for a rC' la ti c nship to 
survi\·c. ~·our partne r sho 11 ld be the 
1111mlw r on person in you r Ii~ . lfyorr 
l1ot h fee l thi s way, yo rr a rc a loving 
tea m, and can only grow closer 
togethe r. Although I' ll be the first to 
admit it's not always easy, for tire 1110s! 
part, \IT are very lucky wo me n. O rr r 
rnc n arc ge ntle , warm , loving, and \Try 
dc\·otcd . Tlr C'sC' a rc the charact ristics 
that rnade us fa ll in lov wit h t lr m in 
tire first plac . O ur partne rs arC' 
exploring :moth r side or th msclvC's, 
and it's probably twice as scary for 
th 111 , as it is fo r 11 . Share in the ir 
expe rie nce. Don' t let hi m be alone or I 
can almos t promise you, you wi ll be 
tire onC' alone in the nd . 

I hav been privil g cl to atte nd 
man suppo rt discussi n groups, and 
altlrouglr tir e room echoes with a rr 
acceptance' for on :rn oth r, th C' people 
we want to ac ·cpt us the most a re tltc 
people we love. 13e th re fo r him . Lov 
him. Take strength from each thcr. 
Share a ·Ir othe r's ft>ars, and be a part 
of hi s world . Be a team . Know that the 
road ahead wi II b bumpy fo r both of 
you. l311t , if you hold each otlr e r·s hand, 
and keep the do r fo r comm 11nicat ion 
ope n, 011 will b on th winning team. 

Reprintt'd from Visions & Attit11c!Ps , 
the 11 wsle/l erof w York Girl & 
Partner, Box ./56, Ce11tereacl1 , 1r 
11720. <' I· York Girl & Part11 a is r111 

affiliat r of il l<' Henais. a nee Ed11 calio11 
/\.~social ion, l 11 c. 



ueen Cushion Shoes 

~ Gorgeous Ladies Shoes 
Made on Men's Shoe Form 
in Men's Sizes 

~Men's Sizes 7--14 

~ Custom Made in France 

~ All--leather upper and sole, 
leather & suede, beading, 
fur--trim, lace, and much, 
much more . •. ! 

~ We try to accommodate 
special needs 

~We try to fit the hard to fit 

~ Inquire about our Personal 
Listings Calendar and VHS 
Shopping 

For Free Catalog: 

Call 1--800--42COMFY (26639) 
only in U.S. & Canada• 24 hrs 

(All others please call 716-876-2T38 or mail in requests) 

QUEEN CUSHION SHOES 
735 Delaware Road #124 

Buffalo, NY 14223 
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.JoAnn Roberts • Queen of Prussia 

"Men, left to t'11n 11selv<'s , 1uill l' ll {!/l{!J' 

in endless cere 111 onial acts." 
- Ja -k \\ \1thc rrord ----

OnC' ce re monial ac t we a ll r ·ogni zc· is 
the .. ·hang ing of th e guard" with in om 

i nsti tu tions. Last month th is news letter 

annou nced that M e rissa Sh rrill L~·nn , 

fo unde r of the lnte rnationa Founda tio n 
fo r G e nd e r b du cat io n , res ig n e d a s 

ITGE's Executive Directo r, lcavin r th e 

organ ization comple te ly, a nd that o ur 
own Alison Lai na wi ll b e taking th at [ -

sition in th near future. Lots of p ople 

have b e n saying n ow that le ri ssa is 
go ne J FCE's probl e m s a rc ove r. J ot 

necessa rily so. \ Vhi le Me ri ssa did cause 
som e havoc with lFGE's irnarr , she was 

not r sponsible for th finan cial difficul­

ties I FCE has found itse lf in ove r thf' 
past few years. The folks responsible for 
that a re sti ll e ntre nched a t ffCE and 
those money proble m s are not like ly to 

go away soon . But, if anyone can turn 

J FCE around, it's Alison , providing the 

board li ste ns to h r recomme ndations. ----
l gave out a W \ V\V URL last month for 

the CDS storefront on th Inte rne t. It 
might not have been "op n" whe n yo11 
tried to vis it. Jt shou ld be up and run ­

nina by th time you read thi s, so go visit 
'\vww.cdspub.com" and leave me a mes­

sage at Cyb rQueen@cd spub.com. ----
\ \ e've all heard the express ion TVs o n 

(\' , h11t t l1i s is rea l! \' a T\ ' 0 11 ( \' ... I .C' \ 'i 

Stra11ss is n11111i11 g an ad 011 la!C'- night 

!C' lc•\·isio11 i11 E11!.(la11d tha t has tlw soc ial 

'\va tchdogs" in an 11proa r. Tiil' ad s l10\\'s 

a 11 allraC'ti \'<' hlack \\'0 111<rn get! ing into a 

taxi in NC'\\' Yo rk. Tl l(' la \i dri vC' r g i\'C•s 

lh f' lack a lcc· ri11g look 1111til she p1d ls 011t 

a11 c lc•ctric razor a• 1d lwgi11s shaving. Ti ll' 
lag li11c is "C:11t lc>r 11 1(' 11 si n('<' 18.SO ... Lc·, ·i 

has 11 0 pl a11 s lo 1'1111 tllC' ad in tl lC' L .S. 
sin ce· wc' n · co 11 sid f' red c·,·c•11 111 o rc 11p­

ligl 1t abo11l SC'X than the Brit s. ----
I k n· in :\ orth A11 wrica . \\ '(' ha\'f' 011r 

own Drag lco11 . H11Pa11l. \\' ho has bC'c' n 

signed as spo kc·smod C' I for ;\ I• A • C cos­

m e ti cs. Frank T oska n , ;\ l • A• C O\\'nC'r 

a11d c rca ti,·e rlir<'cto r of I he T oron to­
bascd compa11 , · said ."\\ '(' ha,·c fo und a 

bC';111 t iful pe rson " ·ho happe ns to b I 
foot tal l. a black man. a gurgetH rs " ·0 111 an 
and cnta inl ~ · age lf'ss. \\'hy no t Hu Paul '? 
\ \ ·e c uldn 't !'ind am · ne who wore more 

make up ,rnd had so mucl 1 f'un doi na it. " 

I Icy Frank. come to one o f 011r C'vents. ----
ll ot Pants conjure up so me sexual im­
ages and some dcsi nc rs a r<' trying to 

b ri na those skimp)' shorts ba ·k. Jt ems 

cve rv fashion ate lier in Pari s is stocked 
w ith I l ot Pants. Leave it to tl1c Fr nc h 

to lrv to reviv a fashion best I ft dead . 

T he re a rP a lway th e jokes about "large'' 

E u ropPan wom e n , but it see ms t ha t 
some of th e m a rc , in fact , ge tting larger , 

spec ially in the wai st and hips. A r c nt 
survey o f 10,000 Ge rman wom n and 

g irl s compar cl s izes to 10 years aao and 

sh ow cl that th ave rage wa ist size is 

29.92 inc hes (up an inch) and the aver­

ag hips a re 39.37 inch s (up an inch ). 
w hile the bust avc raae was 36.22 inches. 

So rta s h o ot s t h Il e ll o utta th e 
Brunhilde i ·on , d esn ' t it '? 

My fove magazin , Allu re, is on my "hit' ' 

li st th is month fo r an art icl e they pub­
li shed in the ir April issue, " Dude Looks 
Li ke A l ady,'' b~1 Va11cssa F ri edman . \I · 

I· ri e clrn a n int C' 1Tiewcd severa l drag 
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q 11 cc 11s fo r t llC'i r 111akc11p tri cks and tips. 

In th<' ar li c lc FriC'd111a11 di sti 11g11is lH's 
rC' 1nalc i111 p< ' l'S01li\( Ol'S f'ro111 tnlllS\'('Sl itc•s 

hy de f'i11i11 g trans,·e sli! C's as " ... mc11 wl10 

drC'ss as " ·0 111 c• 11 and \\'ho look li ke 111 c•11 

drC'ss i11gas \\'0111<'11 \\'i lh la rge. 111<1sc1d i11C' 
h1 1ilds. IH'a\ ·~ · l'c·al 11n·s . and l'i\'e o 'clock 

shado\\·s .. . " whil e female' i111p<· rsonators 

and dra~ <111 c·<·ns " ... lend to ha, ·<' s11iall 
liorws. f'i11<' f'cal 11rc·s an d look morc likc 

~c· n el ic f'i·111a lc·s t I 1a11 g<' nc liC' fc•111 alt ·s 
tlw111sPh-c ·s ... \\ 'e ll , tl1is s light co1dd 110! 

!_(o wi tho11t a 1Tspo11sc', so I firC'd off a11 
c·mail 111issi\'C' to tlH' edito rs . I l' rn11 'd like· 

to add .' ·0 11r l\\'o C'en ts , pl C'asc se nd a 
nwssarrc• to al1 11rr 111 ag aol. ·u ni. ----
C 11 1Yf'S an · I >I f'or th <' next f'c \\' seasons. 

tha nk goddess. D es ig 11 p rs a re ha 11 g i11g 

o nto th r k 111i11 i11 e sliape fo r Fall a nd 
\\ ' in ter fa shi o ns . T l1 wai st is s ti ll th e 

foc us o r 1110s! clothin rr , altho 11 gh breas ts 

still get th r ir share of atte nti on . H yo11 're 

th in kin rr of b11ying a Jl C\\' Sllit 0 1' drC'SS , 
hf' ttc r ge t o ut the lo rdi c Track firs t. 

111 ss yo 11 do n't need a 1o rdic Track in 

w hich ca f' J hate yo 11 a ir acly. ----\\ 'e gave a 10 A last m o nth to It 's 

Ti111e Am<'rirn for 11ot seem ing to do ' 'f' 'Y 
much. P rhaps they' re j ust a little ove r­

w h e lm e d . I rece ived a cop in la te 
~·l arch of an It 's Time A111l' rir:n n wslct­

te r dated Jan uary 31, 1995. According to 
the newsle tte r , !TA is inco rporated and 

has an Employe r Ide ntification umbe r, 
but, the say, the ms cl s not know how 
to classif the m , so they' re still wa iting 

for so m e kind o f r d e m i exe mpti on. 

\\'hat is not obvious to me i what, if any­

thing, has been accompli shed by !TA. 
\ \ 'ithout an kind of' fed e ral recognition. 
JTA "directors" a r sim p ly a ·ting as pri­
vate c itizens. ITA should be d irect ing at 
least so me or its e fforts " inward" towa rd 

the community. They should be at every 

eve nt teaching workshop s on how to set 

11p r gional and local lobbying aroup s. 
how to start an e ffective le tte r writing 

campaign , how to go about se tt ing 11p 
appoi nt111 11ts to mee t I g islato rs, and 
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111ore. They' re no t and tl1afs no way to 
build support f'ro 111 wi thin . There is at 
lras t one bright spot in tlw ITA 1111ivr rse 
a nd it see 1n s to be It 's Ti111 e Texa s , 
hC'aded bv Sara De l al Illa . Sara is hos t­
ing a talk-radio sl1 ow in I louston and is 
wo rking tl1<' Tl'xas lcgislat111-e to get a 
doc.·11 111entation la\\' passed that will make 
it easie r ror transge ndc ri sts and trans­
srx1ials to ge t lega l doc:u1 1wnts cliangcd. 

~~~~ 

To all those people in t!IC' lg co 111rn11n it·~ · 

who wis h that drag qucrns and lrans,·c·s­
tites who dress pro,·oc:a th·e ly wou ld hc­
c:ome invi sible , I ffn t hi s quot hy 
M ic:har l Mus to from t I w c:t. I g94 iss1 I<' 
o f S11i11 magazine: ·· ... a gay man 's joh is 
not to r prcsc>nt all ga~ ·s. It is to be him­
se lr, do his best \\'Ork , and be the f'in es t 
pe rson lw can think of'. Ordv then can he 
make hi s mark and f'urth e r the aay cause. 
I didn ' t come out o f the closet to con­
fo rm , to become a we ll-o il ed goodwill 
111achinc. \\ 'h, the f'u -k do sn 't anyone 
ask the suits' Are n't you afraid you lllight 
be hurtina the gay move ment because 
you're so damn boring?"' 

.-9'.-~ 

The April issue of Esquire maga;.-.ine car­
ri ed an articl e titl ed "The Third Sex" 
which was re a ll y about th e growi ng 
transgende r ri ghts move me nt. \\irite r 
John Taylo r int rvi ewed Phylli s Frye 
~1I e ri ssa Lynn, Yvonne Cook-Ril ey, Riki 
Wilch ins, Martine Rothblatt, and Dallas 
Denny among othe rs not so recognizable 
in the community. Phyllis Frye comes off 
extre mely we ll in the pi c . Ove ra ll , I 
thought th article was very positive and 
we ll -balanced. Howeve r, othe rs did not 
fee l Mr. Taylor was fair in noting his 
p e rcep tion s or tran sge nde r p e op le. 
\Vil c hin s , co-founde r of Transe xu a l 
~ enace, he ld a protest in front of the 

Esquire o ffi c s in N e w York. Th e> 
Rikster, as she calls he rself', felt that Tay­
lor di ssed Lynn and some of th - oth r 
transsexuals m -ntioned in the articl . I 
think the re is sensiti v and hyp r-scnsi­
ti,·c and Riki is hyper on this one . ----This just in from Pari s ... tl1 e "offi c ia l" 
length for ski its is to the knee. \\ 'hil - that 
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rna~ · be fin e for rea l worn cn, we've got 
to conside r leg proportion difTcre nccs 
bc twcl'n rnalcs and f'prrrales. A f'l'rnal c's 
legs arc longe r than a niale o r the same 
hc ightl1. So, in orde r to make your legs 
look longe r, your he m should fa ll above 
the knee, but not too far above. Show a 
little.· class , not a littl e ass. ----
\\ 'e ll , yo 11 know you're a ce le bri ty whe n 
vorr ha\'C' a \\'\\'\\ ' site dcdicatl'd to vour . . 
wo rk and someone e lse put it 11p n the 
\ \ .<'h. On o r thr mos t e r ath·c and ac­
t in· p oplc in the tg com munilY, Kat 
13o rnste in , has a \\'\\'\\' site. \'i sit arrd 
read abo ut Kate and he r work. You' ll 
find it at: http://c ng li s l1.h ss.c mu. edu/ 
c: tl1 o rv/ a-ka te_born stc in.htnil. Now 
that's a mouthful! Kate was onf' of the 
scvC'n o riginal directo rs of' Re naissance 
just a fte r it was founded in 19 7 and 
\\'C' re , ·c ry proud of he r. ----Nancy Ganz, the Mave n of Lyc ra , is at 
it again. I fe r line of Bodysli mme rs lin­
ge rie has expanded by three. These n w 
items arc part or the "Beautiful Bottoms" 
coll ection : Butt Booster ... gently lifts and 
gives firm support; B lly Band ... firm s 
tummy, trims hips, and gives smooth 
lines; \ \ 'aist C inche r .. . acids curves and 
smooths out wrinkles. Hmm . I'll take a ll 
three, please, and pass the ice cream. ----He re 's mo re hype ... but this time it i 
good hype. It wou ld seem that I FGE 
and the Powde r Puffs of California 
(PPOC) ha e come to an agreement on 
a com bin ed event for J.997. Yvonne 
Cook-Riley (IFGE) and Joan Goodnight 
(PPOC) sat clown in Februaiy to discuss 
how IFGE and PPOC could work to­
ge the r to bring a unified community 
event to SoCal. The result of those talks 
will be California Unity '97, a joint con­
ve ntion com bining Cal Dream in and 
Coming Toge the r-Working Togethe r. 
Cook-Riley and Goodnight worked out 
the de tails which will be forthcoming in 
a joint announce me nt, but we know the 
event wi ll be h Id in March 1997. Con­
rrratu lations to Ms. Goodnight and Ms. 
Cook-Riley for putting community first 
and politics second. ----\\ 'e \ ·c bcPn ove r thi s ground befor , but 
it bears repeating. He rc's the scenari : 
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Ms. X writcs an arti ·le in news le tter Z. 
Is. Y, readi ng Z , f'e<'l s co 111pc lll'd to 

\\'rite to newsle tte r Z about Is. X's ar­
ticl e. What e nsues \\'Ou ld he called a 
"fla111 e war" on the Inte rnet. Usually Ms. 
X's aronment goes so rn ctlring like thi s: 
}'a 11 /l(J (' 11 0 b11 sill l'SS CO lllll/ l' llfill {!. 011 
[insrrl issue}. Yo11 do11 't /1 rrn<' oll tlir.facts 
and. bes ides. i(s in/ C' mal and 11 011 c of 
your lm si11 C'ss! \\'e ll , wrong. Anyt l1ing 
printed and distributed to the commu­
nity at larg is fair game fo r co111111cntary 
hy a n~10 11 e. Ifs call ed the First Amcnd­
mc> nt right to Free Spccd r. If' the a11 tlwr 
doesn 't \\'ant outside comrne nt, tlwn it 
shouldn ' t be p1il li shecl and distrib uted 
in the f'irst place. ~latte rs of' inte rnal 
politics and po lic ies shoidcl be kept in­
ternal. l111t , some issnC's a rc p \ ·c · r:l'bod~ ,, s 

business, like disc ri m inatio n. 

Reports o r my impe nding surgc r_· arc 
greatly exaggerated .. . It was r ported as 
run1or in the Apri l issue of The Trr111s­

ge11derist (T .IC, Alban) ) that l have rn~ · 

ticke ts to Trinidad, Colo for SRS . The 
date or the issue should have bee n a hint. 
But if that was too snbtlc a hint, the n the 
"note" preceeding the rumor should 
have be n the giveaway ... ----
"GUMP Happe ns ... The G nde r Uni­
fi ed Marke ting Progra m should bc> an 
incr dible step forward in gende r sup­
port . An umbre lla o rgan izati on with 
roots in King of Prussia , PA, it combin s 
es tablishe d confe re nces, magazines, 
support groups, bookstores, and ge nde r 
research & education groups unde r one 
roof, to allow true on -stop shoppina, 
and achieve economies of scale othe r­
wise unavailable . This ' food court' ap­
proach , with distinctly diffe rent groups 
available through one foca l point, should 
qu ickly make GUMP th dominant or­
ganization in G ende r. " The byline is 
Miss Take, but I know this writing is the 
product of th e ferti le, bizarre, and 
twisted mind of Call an Williams. I had 
a good laugh at the piece and those who 
be lieved I'm ready to trade in my factory 
OEM equ ipment and my wife. 

© 1995 by C reative Des ign Se rvices. All 
rights rese rved. Opinions arc those or 
the author. Comments? Email th m to 

yb rQuccn@cdspub.co111 . 
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Report: A Night Of A Thousand Gowns 
by Carol and Babs 
On Saturday Marc h 25, at the 

Grand Ball room of the w York 
She raton , we atte nd cl th most glam­
orous fund rais ing v nt in the ew 
York ga scene . Produced by the Im­
pe rial Court of N w Yo rk, a me mbe r 
of the C r ate r ew York Ge nde r All i­
ance (CNYCA ), the ight f A Thou­
sa r:ds Co' ns is an e legant forma l ex­
travaganza , fu ll o f exotic and 
glamorous, sights and sounds, we ll o r­
chestrated with s m times dramatic 
a nd so me times tonguc- in-cht'P k pomp 
and circ umstance. An absolu te de lia ht 
to be hold , ce rtainly for someone st'e­
ing thi s for tire first time. Almost pv­
c ryone the re re markt'd that this edi­
t ion was the most e njoyablt'! 

The J mperial 0 U1t of NY is a social 
fund rais ing organization tl1at he1lC'fits 
111any charities \\'ith direct effect in the 
gay/lesbian community. This year's 
event b ne fited Th ommunit ll ealth 

'Romania's 

/!ln'jetzle 

Boutlque 

Lingerie from 

Small to Queen 4X 

Bras: 32 to 52H 

137 MacDade Boulevard 
Folsom, PA 

19033 
610.532.4377 

Project (CHP) and the Cay & Lesbian 
Al liance Against Defamation 
(CLAAD). 

Afte r an impress ive, professionally 
cho reographed , 'Tribut to Broad­
way .. by the e ntire ourt , the 
Pvc·nirw 's progra m began. Tlw Mo­
tion Pi ture Academy, Shrirwrs, po­
liti ·os , and Fortune 500 co mpanies 
could I arn how to throw a "chan ging 
o f the a ua rd" ha11qu<'t that is i11t prc•st­
ing, e ntertaining and cove rs all tire 
busin ss! 

T he eve r e legant and grace ful 
Dowage r EmprPss Coco J ,aClrine in 
he r role as Preside nt of the ourt 
started the p rogram. \\"he n sir e intr -
duced the o utgoing monarchs, it 
see 111ccl it took 5 exciting minutes fo r 
the Empress a nd he r e ntourage to 
reac lr the large stare. NY State' As­
sembly 111cmbcr Deborah Click \\'as 
honored fo r lre r support to the Les­
bian and Cay com rmrni ty. (Too bad it 

wasn 't Mayo r G ui liani , wou ld have 
lo eel to see lri m in drag! ) All the many 
out o f town " Nobili ty" (r presentatives 
fro n1 ou rts a ll ove r Nort lr Ame rica) 
we re hono rt'd , too. 

During a break in the prog ram, 
whe n some changed th ir gowns, the 
I lot Lavpnde r Swing Band ac ·ornpa­
ni C'd the incomparable l iss 1 YC , tir e 
Co1111tPss Victo ri a \\ eston, wlro sang to 
an e nthusiasti ·a lly apprt'c iative and ad-
111iri11g a udi c 11cC'. Our disappoint111e nt 
ovC'I' the lack of e nco res was tempe red 
by the knowledge tlrat sir lr ad to 
change and participate in tire next part 
of the progra 111. It was e njoyable danc­
ing to real aco11stica l music played hy a 
live big band , whe re we joi1wd ·ouplcs 
o f' C'\·crv \'a ri e tY on tir e dance fl oo r! . . 

Dinner was vc·r:· good for a ban­
q11l't , fla\'Orf'ul ,without be ina spicy, and 
prof'css ionally sc n'CCI. \\ 'hen the band 
took a break , a 0 J took ,. r with more 
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c01 1t C'111pora1y lllusic . For clauci11g as 
wl' ll as li stening, it was a good ba lance, 
so llle thing for everyone's 111usical taste. 

The c rc mon ics continued with the 
presentation of tl w College of Mon­
arcl1s, followed by the New York Court 
111e mbe rs b rank, highlighted by the 
much antic ipated and highly dramatic 
<' ntrancc of tlw Absolute Empress VII 
Coco LaCl1inc , The 'clcs tial Dragon 
Empress of New York , I !c ir apparent 
to Empr ss Jose I, Third in Linc of 
Success ion, an e ntrance' befitting her 
tit·le. Tl1e 11 came the Abso lute Empress 
Jose I, and finally the grand entranc<.' 
( ~lahler must have anticipated he r c·11-
tn111cc \\'hen he wrotf' hi s First Syn1 -
p l1011. ) an<l Coronation of 11. M.LS.~I. 
Empress l X Philomena, the E111prcss 
of Fait l1 , I lope, and arti e r. 

T he beautiful Empress Philomena 
is a loca l YC "" r, -"· cable star, . 11 iss 

YC nmncr-up, and has appea red on 
nehvork r. · and ofT-b roadwa~· · She , as 
we ll as seve ral other membe rs of the 
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comt , wi ll appear i11 the upcom ing 
movie, To \\ 011 g Foo , 'f'lia11ks.for Eu­
crytlii11g, Julie ewmar. 

Can't forge t the dessert. Afte r an 
<.'xo tic feast for tl1e eyes and ears, the 
Viennese table treated the stomach. A 
lot of gals wished they didn' t have the ir 
corsets on! Even the fresh fruit was 
good, ah .. . ., we did cl1eat a littl e. 

A couple of obs rvations. Firs t, of 
the s ve ral politicians who sent le tte rs 
or acknowlcdgem nt and congratula­
tions to the Court, two made reference 
to the "aay, lesbian and I ra11sge11dcr 
com munity." The outgoing Emp ror \ 
n on, Emperor of Social C hange and 
thf' E111prcss Vll.l Billie Ann lvlillc r, 
Empress of Peace and Love, spoke out 
on behalf of the I m11sge11dcr, leathe r, 
drag, lesbian and gay communities.'" 
~liss iew York C ity, tl1e Count ss \ ic­
toria, was \ 'C l) ' gracious in he r messaac 
as a me mber of the "New York trans­
gendcr community. ·· 

Secondly, noticeably absent from 

Reserve Now For The LSV Luau 
J ikki Hoy all _vo u hula queens! Ifs 

the 1995 LS\1 Luau. Join the ladies of 
fknaissanc L Vin the air condi­
tioned comfort of the Sheraton Inn in 
I larrisburg, Pa .. on August r.vc nty 
sixth. Crass skirts wi ll shake and food 
and f'un will be had bv one and all. The 
cash bar opens at 7:00 P~I and the the 
dining comm nc s at :00 PM. 

The menu f atures C hicke n Hawa i­
ian, Broi led Haddock, Te riyaki Bee f' 
Kabobs and all the accoute n ncnts and 
accompanying ao urme t delights. 

At 9:00 the Luau sl1ow draws on the 
tale nts or the dynamite pe rformers 
who capti,·at cl th <.' crowd last year: 
Kelly She ridan, Tina Rapport, Kath 
'' ichaels, Riche lle and Erica Edwards. 

It 's onl $40/pe rson if you pay by 
July 3 Lst. Afte r that it's $42, so sign up 
early. I ail check/money ord r to Re­
naissance LS\ , PO Box 2122, Harris­
bmg, PA 17105-2122. J o tickets will 
be sent, your name will be on the list at 
th door. To reserve a room at the 
She raton , call 717-561-2800. Aloha! 

the gala were representatives of the lo­
cal transgcnde r communi ty. Although 
the J mpe rial Court is a me mber of the 
G reate r New York Gender Alliance, 
along with Crossdressers I ntc rnational, 
C hi Delta Mu (Tri Ess) , G irls light 
Out, LI FE, the Metropolitan C<.'nde r 
Network, and most recently Mon­
mouth Ocean Transaencle r (MOTC ), 
except for ourselves , Wf' didn "t recog­
nize member of any of these groups. 
Tlw ourt did forma lly a reet and rec­
ognize \ e ronica \ ra and faculty and 
stude nts from he r "Miss V ra·s Finish­
ing School"' on stage . 

It was an cvcnina to re me mber! A 
dazzlincr display o r silk, satin , rlitte r 
and glitz. \ \'c cc1tainly had a wonder­
f'ul time. Can't wait ti ll next year! 

f.d. oil': Mayue so 111eo11 e slto11/d 
tel/ tlt e Imperial Court of ere York 
that rce 11 ver receir.;l'rl rcord o_{this 
y<'ar's <'V<'lll . A 
~eu· & l'ieu-...; On The Net 

Kcepincr pace with mode rn tcclmol­
ogy, Renaissance is happy to announce 
you can now send us yo ur Letters to the 
Editor b email. O ur Edito r invites 
those with an urge to comm unicate to 
add ress the ir lectronic miss ives to: 
bensalem@cpcn.com, since email is 
so much as ie r than writina a lett r, go­
ing to the post office, standing in line, 
paying for the stamps, e tcetera, ~I s. 

Gardner may not on ly run your e lec­
tronic letter in 'e ics & \ iervs , but dash 
off a q uick reply on the Net. 

TELEPHONE (215) 547-9417 Theseus Counseling 
Services 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, PH.D. 
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST 

OFFICE HOURS 
BY APPOINTMENT 

BUCKS MEDICAL CENTER 
SUITE 12 

1723 WOODBOURNE ROAD 
LEVITIOWN, PA 19057 
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ARI KANE, M.ED. 
GENDER SPECIALIST 

DIPLOMATE, AM . BD. SEXOLOGY 
EQ.B NORTHERN 

t:i.E.W~ 

126 WESTERN AVE. 

SUITE 222 

AUGUSTA, ME 04330 

207·623-2327 

MC/VISA ACCEPTED 

EQ.B GBEMEB 

8QSIQt/ dBEA 
233 HARVARD ST. 

SUITE 302 

BROOKLINE, MA 02146 

617·277-4360 



Dear Editor, 

Letters 
to the 
Editor 

I am a supportive wife of a cross­
dresser and a very active member of the 

Boulton & Park Society. I write a column 

called "Bonnie's Bitching" for our news­

letter, Gender Euphoria. I volunteer more 
time than most of our transgendered 

members who are too busy shopping or 

painting their nails. 
It is for this reason I am just now 

writing to you about a not so funny joke 
that was printed in the December '94 is­

sue of The Flip Side, the newsletter of 

the Gulf Gender Alliance, an affiliate or­

ganization of Renaissance. 

Just before I stopped working for 

Southwest Research Institute in San 

Antonio, Texas, I was employed in the 

Safety Office as a Senior Research 

Chemist and I was responsible for seeing 
that all hazardous Waste generated at 

SwRI was disposed of properly. I was also 
responsible for maintaining a file of all 

the Material Safety Data Sheets for the 

chemicals at SwRI. 

The "joke" referring to WOMEN as a 

Hazardous Material was demeaning, ha­

rassing , and not called for from a group 

of crossdressers who for some reason, I 

thought, liked to be treated like women. 

You, who dress as women because you 

hold us in such high regard. You, as 
crossdressers, wish to be accepted by 
the public and your wives and partners 

and this is the kind of trash you print in 
your newsletter? 

Perhaps the members of the Gulf 
Gender Alliance should change their 

name to Bubbas R Us. Your motto could 
be, "We drink beer, chew tobacco, and run 

women down!" 
I worked for over fifteen years in a 

male dominated profession only to be 
treated as a second class citizen and be 

paid less for equal work. Now I have given 
the last five years of my time volunteer­

ing to help a community that prints this 
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kind of demeaning joke in their newslet­
ter. I can only assume that GGA does 

not have a wives support group. or wel­

comes genetic women to their meetings. 

I cannot believe that Renaissance would 

accept your group as an affiliate. 

Maybe I have lost my sense of humor 

but why should I try and help the trans­

gender community only to be run down as 

a woman? I guess maybe I was wrong in 
thinking that transgendered males 

would be more aware of what genetic 

women have to deal with every day in the 

male dominated world. I thought the 

transgendered knew what it was like not 

to be accepted as first class citizens. I 

can only assume that all I read is just 
fantasy and the down trodden commu­

nity does not exist. Give me a break. 

I would like a public apology from the 

Gulf Gender Alliance on the front page of 
your next newsletter and an apology to 

your mother affiliate, Renaissance. 
If you want to look like a lady, why not 

start thinking and acting like one? Frilly 

underpants and a pretty frock are not 

necessary to show women the respect 

they deserve. 

Sincerely, Bonnie Brooks 

We aot this letterfrom the Flip ide 
Senior Editor befo re we 1Genl' lo prPss 
on this iss11e. 

Dear Bonnie , 
This is in response to your le tte r r -

ga rd ing our D ecember 1994 Flip Side 
in which an analogy was made between 
\\ omen and a Mate rial Safety Data 
Sheet. For our in fo rmation , this ite m 
was a iven to me by my gene tic siste r, 
who had read seve ral p re ious issu s of 
the Flip Side and thought w need d to 
"lighten up" from some of our previous 
rath r heavy political outreach e fforts. 
Sh happ ns to be a staunch supporte r 
of the aend r community in genf' ral 
and h r "s iste r" in pa rticular. 

Since' you pe rsonally know q uite a 
fe w of the C CA lad ies I ·m sure you 
also know that Wf' ar not " Bubbas ... as 
charged . l n fact, noth ing could lw fur­
the r from the tru th . 

\\ <lo regret that you did not share' 
th intended humor in the article. 13v 
look ing a little fu 1th r, it should be in­
tuitive ly obvious that WC' arc striving to 
sha re this "hazardous arC'a" witl1 the ob-
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jC'cts of our devotion and to !Pave 
bubadom! 

In the inte rest of communi ty instead 
of stri fe , I would pre fe r to allow you to 
have' made your shot and vented your 
feelings, but see no sense pursuing this 
in the newsle tte r. I, of course, am send­
ing a courtesy copy of this le tte r to Re­
naissance . 

Yours truly, C issy G. Conley 
Flip Side Senior Edito r 
P.S. \ \!hen this response was read at 

our monthly meeting this past week­
Pn<l , the re was unanimous approva l, in­
cl uding the th ree wives present! 

Angela com111c11l s: A lesson learned '? 
As SI and tl1 C' Family Ston once 
sang,"Diffe rent strokes fo r diffprc•nt 
fo lks. " O ne p rson 's hu mor is anothe r 
pe rson's insult. J rC'ad the J la;-.a rdous 
MatC'rials Data Shee t and didn 't f'ind it 
funny. I thought it was indicative o f a 
kind of 1950s attitude towa rd wo mPn. I 
wasn't insult d. I just thought it 
shouldn 't have been printed , but then 
l'm not a born wo111 an. In he r respon e 
Ms. onley says they wanted people to 
unde rstand they we re t1y ing to "share 
in this ha7.ardous area. "' Be ing like a 
wo man is more than adhe rina to out­
moded , repressive attitudes toward 
them. Unfortunate ly, many cross<l ress­
e rs don't have a clue about what fe mi­
nism means. Of course many fe minists 
use the ir ideology as an excuse to male 
bas h. Often times the p ndulum swings 
too far. But, le t's hope we learned 
something from thi s expe ri nee and 
start a meaningful dialogue. That's the 
only way toward unde rstanding and 
communi ty. (See this month 's ' is A Vis 
fo r some of the' haza rdous humor and 
Ms. Ambe r! 's witty critique.) 

Dear Editor, 
Thank you for the MONA, "All Fizz, No 

Soda Award" for It's Time America. It 
was very well deserved. Since we started 

our initial informational blitz in the wake 
of It's Time America '5 founding last Au­

gust during TRANSGEN 94, the other 

co-directors of ITA and myself have done 
what transgendered activists everywhere 

do best: argue. 

co11ti1111ed 11 ext page 



Since working with them proved to be 

impossible, I co-founded a chapter of ITA 

in my home state of Maryland, and It's 
Time, Maryland has been doing what the 

national "organization" has failed to do ... 

something. We have lobbied Annapolis 
for anti-discrimination and re-documen­

tation measures, including changes to 

the state's existing health code, and 

fought the state's powerful gay and les­

bian lobby, the Free State Justice Cam­

paign, for inclusion in their anti-discrimi­

nation legislation, thus far without 

success, but we are still pushing hard. 
Sarah De Palma of It's Time, Texas 

has been working even harder, pushing 

for transgender inclusion in hate crimes 
legislation and full inclusion in the gay 

and lesbian civil rights agenda of Texas. 

And Penny Huggins is working to do the 
same with It's Time, Virginia . Curious ... it 

seems the more de-centralized we are, 
the more we get done. Could it be that 
the lransgender Movement" no longer 

needs big, unwieldy organizations (and 

egos) to lead it? The notion gives me 

pause whenever I hear of the next "grand 

alliance" being formed to meet, greet and 

party at the next big convention. Have 
fun girls, but I gotta go. The real revolu­
tion is happening beyond those banquet 
doors. 

Very Truly Yours, Jessica M. Xavier 

P.S. You have my permission to print 
this in News & Views if you feel it is suffi­

ciently inflammatory. 

J\ 11 gela replies : T hank you fo r the 
11 pdate, Jessica. \V - rece ived an article 
from Sarah De Palma about th activi­
ti es of It's Time, Texas . Due to space 
lim ita tions in this issue, it will appear in 
the Jun issu . 

To the Editors 
I thought Joann Robert's article on 

the World Wide Web was excellent. There 

are so many wonderful T-resources 

springing up every month on the Internet. 
Today, for an investment of about $1000 

in a computer system, software and a 
SLIP/PPP account you can, without know­

ing anything about computers, have ac­
cess to this world in one or two days. I 

highly encourage this, but thought some 
extra points should be added for our 
members not familiar with the net. 
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•Passwords: Whether you go through 

an on-line service (CompuServe or 

America On-Line, etc.) or through an In­

ternet service provider, you will receive [a 

username and] a password. Your pass­

word is your first line of defense against 

computer hackers and fraud. Never give 
out your password to anyone. And 

change it at least every other month. 

Don't make it a simple word or name. 

• Credit Cards: Be extremely careful 
about sending your credit card number 

on-line. There are commercial products 

available on the net which you can order 

by charge card. Be careful just as you do 
when using your card on the phone. 

• Lurking: When subscribing to any 

Newsgroups. like alt.transgendered, or 
soc.support.transgendered, listen and 

read the postings for a period of time 

before sending your own post. This is 
called lurking and is encouraged. Make 

sure your post is appropriate for that 

newsgroup. 

• Watch for jarheads: Just like any 
place in society, the Internet is filled with 

jerks. You need to be careful what you tell 

people, and be very careful about giving 

out your phone number. 

• Educate yourself: There are hun­

dreds of books on the net. Read one or 
two to become familiar it. 

• Watch the costs: Know if your mo­
dem is dialing a local or long distance 

number. Internet sessions can last for 

hours, so be careful if going by long dis­
tance. All on line services charge fees for 

certain features and time. Know what 
they are, so you won't be shocked with a 

$300.00 monthly bill. 

•The Internet has its own language: 

: -) means hapPY or smiling. 
: - ( means sad. 
{{{{{ }}}}} means hugs or hugging. 

LOL means laughing out loud or 
laughing on line. 

Newbie means a new person. 
Flame means when somebody re­

sponds very angry to a post or topic. 
USING ALL CAPITAL LETTERS means 

you're shouting. Don't! 

But most of all enjoy it! The Internet 

and on-line services are a great place to 

meet all types of people and find infor­
mation on anything. I found REA through 

the net, so the proof is in the pudding. 
Lisa Gold (LisaG2112@aol.com) 
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PS: I hope REA is planning a WWW 

home page one of these days. It is a won ­

derful way to get information out. 

j of\ 1111 replies: Thanks fo r the addi ­
ti onal in fo. Jt was greatly apprec iated . 
As for REA on the \\ cb, check out 
www.cdspub.com. Co to the TC He­
sources page and you will find de tailed 
in fo rmation on n naissance. A ECJ S, 
and the m st a ·cm at up-to-dat . li st of 
tg support 'roups in the U.S. 

Dear Editors, 

Despite the ephemeral nature of the 
MONA awards Qust words in the air), I 

am pleased and honored to accept on be­
half of l.F.G.E., the "Dale Carnegie" Award 

for our efforts in distinguishing between 
"fun" and "serious" events. I also wish to 

thank Dina Amberle for her comments 

during the past years. She was quick to 
make the distinction between the seri­

ous l.F .G.E. folk like myself and the "frivo­

lous recreational" TVs of her circle. 

As far as the low attendance at the 
Atlanta convention goes, consider these 

pearls of wisdom: "Many are called but 

few are choosen" [sic] and "One is either 

part of the problem or part of its solu­

tion." 

Very truly yours, Maryann Kirkland 

l.F.G.E. Board of Directors 
Renaissance National Board 

j of\1111 replies: Ms. Kirkland is close 
but doesn' t win the Kewpi doll. The 
aphori sm on p roblems and solutions 
comes from the l 970's nvironmental 
mov ment goes thus - " If you're not 
part of the so lution, you're pa rt of the 
problem." l n this write r's opinion that's 
what's be n wrong with JFGE. I wish 
Ms. Kirkland bette r luck than J had at 
changing J FGE's partic ipation in th 
communi ty's solutions. 

Letter to Editor 
Thought you might be interested in 

some news from "Down Under." 
The Australian Transgender Support 

Association (ATSA) of Queensland is ne­

gotiating with the Queensland Police 
Service to preserve certain rights for 

transgendered people when in police cus-

co ntinued on last page 
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Dear Doctor 
Dr. William R. Stayton answe1~<J yo11.r question in a monthly column . 

Send question. to PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020 

Dear Doctor Bill, 

I have been reading News & Views for 

se~eral months and really enjoy it, par­

ticu larly your column. I haven't attended 

a Renaissance meeting yet and wh ile I'm 

sure I need to meet ot hers like myself (1 

am a CD) I worry about what people will 
think of how I look. I know I need help with 

my makeup and such and I guess I'm 
afra id some one might make fun of me. I 

know that's s il ly but what can I do to get 

myself to a meeting? 
Alicia 

Dear licia , 
Yo11r fcC' lings a re n·ry 11 orrnal. 

\\ 'henevC'r any C D goC's cH 1l i11 public 
fo r the first f' W t imes, yo u \\'Olldc r how 
your makC' up is. will ou be "read ", \\·ill 
othe rs be c ritical of you , e tc ., e tc. f< irst 
o f all , within the cross g nde r com11111-
ni ty, you arc your own worst c riti c. The 
cross gende r co m111u11i ty will unde r­
stand what you a rc ao ing th rough be­
cause each pe rson has gon through ex­
actly th ame anxiety. Th wi ll be 
your gr atest supr orte rs. 

Second, le t me offe r some su acs­
tions: On option for you is to call th 
Re naissance office and t II th l rson 
you ar talking to of your di le mma. 
Th y wi ll b able to r .comm n<l a "big 
sist r" to h Ip you get read ' and fc I re­
assured aboll t atte nding th meeting. 
Anothe r option is to come dr ·s d in 
your male attire and get a s nsc of the 
meeting and the p ople . I am sm e ~ ·o u 
\\'ill go awa f'C'C' lina reassured and it 
will make it much eas i r to · me cross 
dressed to the ~ II wing m e ting. One 
of th things you wi ll lea rn from atte nd­
ing a m ting is how many wonde 1-ful 
people th re ar who are simi lar to you . 
The m e tings are usually v I) ' int r st­
ing b caus they discuss subj c ts that 
are of conce rn to the c ross dres ing 
communi ty. For example, at ou r last 

meeting JoAnn Robe rts SJ ok 0 11 " I low 
to come out to your family and oth r 
loved ones". They ofte n al o have fa sh­
ion and make up consultants who give 
ack ice and counse l. At yo ur fi rst 111 c l­

ing the re \\'i ll h<' an o ri e ntation and that 
will introduce H naissance and \\'hat it 
has t offer to yo11. Cood luck to you on 
this exciting ll C\\' acke nt11re. 

Dear Dr. Bill , 

I have always felt that I am a woman. 

Since I was born into the male gender I 

guess that makes me a transsexual. I 

have only begun to try and do something 

about my physical state in the past few 

months but I have not started any 

theraPY or hormone treatments. I have 

heard about the Benjamin Standards of 

Care and some of the debate that goes 
on about their use. I want to know why I 
should go through all of the hassle fol­

lowing them involves? I have friends who 

know where to get hormones and am se­
riously considering starting them. Tell 

me why I shouldn't, if you can. 

Janice. 

Dear Janice , 
Even though it feels right, starting 

hormones and moving towards even­
tual rcassignm nt sur e1 is the biggest 
d cision o f' your life. I would hop that 
yo u would \\'ant lo do this process 
"right". P rocesses lik th B nj ami n 
Standards of Care w re deve lop d fo r 
~ ·o ur wellb ing, not to b road blocks 
f'or you. S vcral . ·ca rs ago a study came 
out that shook the transaend r com mu­
nilv. The claim was that on foll ow-up 
stt;dies o f post-operativ transsexuals, it 
was fo und that the majori ty we re e ithe r 
seve r ly cl pr ssed or had committed 
suicid . On a clos r look at this study. it 
was disco e red that non of th m had 
gon through the rapy or fo llowed any 
professional standards of ca re . The ma-
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jority of surgeons who do Sllrg ical rcas­
signmC'nt will only op('rate on pe rsons 
who have gone through the Be njamin 
process. Because' it is the 111ost impor­
tant dec ision o r your li fe W (' want it to 
be done correctly. T his is your best in­
surance for f'indin g sati sfacti n and 
happiness in the e nd. 

Hegard ing hormones, it is important 
that you be fo llowPd by a compe te nt 
phys ician , s11 ·11 as an endocrinologist. 
11 o rlll oncs arc· vp1y powerful and the 
dosage must be customized spc ·ilk-a lly 
for you. The dosage fo r one person may 
cause damage• o r dea th to anothe r p r­
son. It is important to kno\\' yo ur and 
~ ·0 1 1r fami l; •s health histo ry. I had a pe r­
sonal friend ( ~ltF T S). who got her hor-
111onc·s and the dosage "off the stre t. " 

A couple of years afte r he r su rgcr;', she 
died of a blood clot whil<' on the operat­
ing table for some fairly silllp lr surge1y. 
Tlw blood <:lot \\·as dirPctk attributed 
to the horn1011r 111isdosage. \\ 'IIilC' tltis 
sto ry 111a~ · St't'lll like a scare tactic:. it is 
!r11t• and carries a lot of pain for Ill<' as I 
tried very hard to get h r to see an t·11-
docri nologisl for :·ears. 

C LASSIFIEDS 
Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months. 

Private, professional counseling for drug, alcohol, 
gambling, sex & food addictions. Insurance accepted. 
M~ R!:'.Y.nolds DOV, CAC 215·744-4m. 
Furniture, Appliances, Household goods, Records, 
Antiques, Toy trains and other goodies • Bought and 
Sold· Beth Marshall: 610-259-4945 ·Leave a message 
Crossdressing blues band forming in the Philadelphia 
area. Need drummer with a nice frock. For information 
call Terri at 215-232-7551. 
Ladies garments and lingerie for sale. Reasonable prices. 
Call Terri for details. 215-232-7551. 
Need a place to dress or store clothing? Call Marilyn, 
610-446-0799. 
Innovative new transgendered public-relations group 
looking for models, volunteers, artists, or other interested 
parties.Call Chrisly at 215-476-2018. 
ADVERTISERS! Why not use a transgendered modeV 
spokesperson? Incentives for first time clients looking for 
something innovative. Call Second Sex Public Relations 
215-476-2018. 
ARTISTS! Why not use a transgendered model for your 
next school or creative project? Call Second Sex Public 
Relations for a free session. Ask for Christy at215-476-
2018. 
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One Sentence in a Newsletter 
by Denise Mason 
My heart skipped ab at! 
While reading another club's news­

le tte r, J read the words that someone I 
knew was going to have Sex Reass ign­
ment Surgery. The n wsl tt r said it 
was JoAnn Roberts, my best fri nd . 

My heart sk ipped a beat, again! I sat 
the re for a mom nt, stunned. I told my 
wife, and she was stunned . I've known 
this JoAnn and his wife for b tt r than 
] 0 years as we ll as the ir ch ildren, th<'ir 
li festyle, acceptanc , r jection and 
the ir activities <luring thi s time, le tte rs, 
business and pl asure, hristmas 
cards, photos, ven small vis its. 

And now ... it's <lifC rent . 
Th shock pass s, and l think about 

my (" .e lings. Am I happy fo r him '? God , 
l didn 't think h wou ld ever conside r 
SRS. Am J mad at him ? I love his wile 
like I love him . \\'hat will she do now? 
\\"hat about the ir child re n? Though 
they ar accepting, thi s i diffe re nt. 
I l ow wi ll it impact the ir futur ? 
Choo ing a spouse? T he Family unity! 
Birthday parties, hristc ninas, 
Funera ls! All that stuff1 

Yet, if he doesn' t have the surge1y ... 
how will his li fe b ? H onest? Un ifi cl? 
Happy? \\ hat a hypocri sy li vina a li e 
and not sharing it with thos h love's. 

Biii-~ Sandi's 
Hair, 
Nail & 
Body 
Salon 

8006 Veree Rd. 

Philadelphia, PA 19111 

215-722-0282 
Beeper 618-4918 

Private Appointments Available 

Difficult? Guilt! Confusion? Shame? 
Pain! Freedom finally! Release ! 
Selfish! God, think of the e motional 
rolle rcoaste r these people must be on. 

\\hat do I say? Do I write them 
both and express sorrow to one and 
happiness to another?\;\ ill he see th 
happiness yet disappointm nt in my 
yes. Can I ever contact him again? Or 

should I just smack him upsid of the 
head! How can I not contact him when 
he probably n els all the support he 
can get right now! 

Why is it so difficult for us? Imagine 
how difficult it was for him! I can't. 

B Ii v it or not, thes C elings 
r ally came ove r me when I read Miss 
Take's one line r in the TGIC news let­
te r. Though J was 99% ... no, more like 
60% sure it was a joke, I just had to 
confirm if it was true or not . I hap­
pened to be in Pennsylvania a few 
weeks ago , and last min11te, decided to 
visit my old fri end JoAnn. 

I ad mitt cl my anger, happ iness, 
upset. .. all at the sam time. And h 
understood how these feelings can 
happen all at once. But, I was s11 re 
happy .. . or was J sad ... to find that it 
was an April Fool's joke. 

\\'hatever J was feeling, JoAnn 
wou ld be my best fri end , e ith r way. 

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

... because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessarily 
last forever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROLYSIS 

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9) , Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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The Soul of 
the CD 

by Lee Frances Heller 
Sin ce Easter has just gone by for 

another year we'd like to take a 
moment to shift the focus from the 
candy eggs and fr1:::.:::.y b11n11ies to 
examine the soul of the crossdresser. 
Can a crossdresser be a good 
Christian ?There are many ottl there 
who aUend church d11.tif11lly ever 
S11nday in their male attire, their faces 
still nibbed red with the effects of extra 
.scnibbing to get off the 111ake11.p from 
the night before. They go lo pray to 
their Lord and many of them f eel that 
they have been let down. If not by their 
Cod, then by theircl111rcl1. How 111a11y 
good church goers worry about /row 
their need lo crossdress will impart the 
quality of their afterlife? \V<' f eel there 
are many and that is why u;e repro­
d11 ce a portion of a lett er from Lee 
Fran ces J-Ieller, the 1111bli.sher a11d 
editor of the Crace & Lace Le tte r, a 
11 ewsletl er f or Christian crossdressers. 

What is the purpose f the Crace & 
Lace Letter ? It was started to rve 
the purpos of ncouraaina ltri stian 
transg nd r d p op! . \\'c hav bce 11 
told by 90% of the visible hurch in 
this world tl1at wear wron rand lt av 
no riaht to worship God until W<' clean 
up our act and put on men's shoes. 
socks, shorts, unde rshirts, pants and 
shirt and th n \ e may have the 
privilege of attending and worsltiping 
God each Sunday at e leve 11 in the 
morning. And what docs Cod see 
when He looks at us th re? H sees a 

DffG!fS who is att mptin to fool 
Him. By doing thi s we are discrediting 
Him. H made us the way we a re 
(Psalm 139:13- 16) and now tlw church 
is at work on us, clestro ing a segment 
of His e r ation. If we conform, we are 
afforded the privilege of sitting in a 
pew and worshiping in an order of 
se1vice that was started by John Calvin 
somewhere in the early sixteenth 

co ntinued 0 11 next page 



Soni... 

century.( It has been sugg st d it was 
be twe n 153 to 1542. If you have 
ever wondered whe re our pres nt 
orde r of servic came from , John 
Calvin is c redited with the invention . 
Bet a lot of you thought the Baptists 
invented it. ) 

So whe re am l going with all of 
thi s? Simpl to say th church in this 
world is not th final authority in the 
question of transgencler cl people. \Ve 
pose a problem to the m but not to 
Cod. Their treatment of us is a 
probl m for Cod. In his infinit 
wisdom II for saw thi clay and this 
problem so He b came a man in the 
pe rson of J sus hrist. D ute ronomy 
22:5 is the scourge used upon us b th 
chu rch to lab I us "abomination!" Our 
avowed purpos for the Crace & Lace 
Letter is tot II ou r communi ty that 
Cod lo cs us and that Jesus hrist di cl 
for us also and those who ha taken 
Him as th ir Savior ar Hi children. 
Those who would place us in he ll as 

lie11aissance ews & \ iews, \ ol. 9, o. 5 

abominations do not uncl rstand 
Deuteronomy has some ordinanc s 
which were designed toke p Israel in 
check becaus th · we re in th midst 
of, and expo ed to pagan practices . He 
lov cl them (as he still loves the m) and 
wan t cl th ir undivided worship. The 
evidenc of His love for us is found in 
C loss ians 2: 13-20. "\\hen you we re 
dead in your sins", Cod mad you aliv 
in Chri st, He forgave us all ou r sins, 
having canceled the written code, (th 
ordinances, KJV) that was against us 
and that stood oprosed to us: He took 
it away, nailing it to his cross. And 
having disarmed the powe r and 
au thorities, He made a public sp c­
taclc of the m, triumphing ove r them 
by the cross. 

To the r presentativ of the church 
who wou ld te ll me J am an abomina­
tion becaus J am crossgencle r cl I say­
- the self appoint cl powe r and 
authori ty you say that in was destroyed 
the day C hrist di cl so you're ca rrying 
the dead corps of your pow rand 
authority. Get outta my li fe! He rein is 

Debra's Closet 
Fashionable Consignments 

• Also • 
New Designer Fashions 

Layaways 
VISA • MasterCard• Discover Card 

& AMEX Accepted 

609 
486-9636 

Hargrove Plaza 
2673 Haddonfield Road 
Pennsuaken, NJ 08110 
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the ca lling of th Crace & Lace Letter. 
Pe rhaps my presentation has b n a 
little roughshod but we are going on 
with that message of Cod's lov for us. 
I could say a lot more and a lot 
rougher but I'll spare you. l just get so 
ve ry upset with those who would write 
us off as something Cod hates and 
wants nothing to do with. H loves you 
just as you are now! My love for you is 
in fo llowing Cod's ca ll to establish the 
Crace & Lace Letter and g tit into 
your hands. l love you. 

If you would like to receive the 
Crace & Lace Lette r or if you wo11lrl 
like to make a donation so that Lee 
Frances can contintte to answer Cod 's 
call you may write her at PO Box 
31253, Jackson, M 39286-1253. You 

111ay call her uetrveen BA M and 6PM 
Central Ti111e at 601-982-2276. 

• Exotic lingerie & liosiery, 
tlirougla 4X a nd Tall . 

• Corsets & Foundations. 
• Cosmetics - Beard Cover 
• Wigs & Breast Fonns 
• Maid Unifonns 
• Bondage Gear 
•Latex - Fetisli Items 
• Videos, ston1books, 

and magazines 
• All novelty products, 

and rnucli more! 
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Honey, You're Cleared to Land Two Books Coming 
by Va nessa Kaye, Soo ner Belles 
J work in the ae rospace industry. 

Hence , I tend to speak in aviation 
te rms . I liken my r lationship with my 
partne r Suzan.ne, where crossdr ssing 
is conce rned , to a small airplan ap­
proaching a large airport. With 
Suzanne being th ai r-traffic controlle r, 
my fe mme s II be ing the small p lane 
and crossdressing being landing. 

If you or someone you know is a pi­
lot , then you may be familiar with the 
difficult task of approaching and land­
ing a srnall aircraft at a busy airport. It 
can be don , but it ain 't easy! 

As th plane ent rs the airport's air­
space, the pilot can xp -ct to be on­
stantl adj usting speed and course to 
"fit into the fl ow" of' traffic in the area. 
This is true even if a pilot has prope rly 
filed a n ight plan and is arriving at the 
scheduled tim . Often, a larger and 
faster aircraft ente rs the area. The con­
trolle r may te ll the small plan - to at­
te mpt a sharpe r turn or in c.: rease air 
speed to maintain hi s pos ition in the 
fl ow of' traffic. If th pilot is unablP to 
comply, the je t ove rtakes the smalle r 
craft. This results in the light airp lane 
be ing told to abort the approach and 
c.:ome back around . 

Then, too , the re arc tlw unexpected 
things that occur. Pe rhaps some ai rcraft 
has to sudde nly re turn to the fi e ld and 
thi s disrupts all of' the air traffic. 

The pi lot o f' th small p lane needs to 
land the aircraft, that is a given. How­
ve r, due to a gr at cl al of factors to-

tally beyond his/her control this neces­
sary procedure becomes ve ry compli­
cated and f rnstrating. 

Such is the case for a crossdresser 
who has a job, home.spouse/partner, 
children and relatives. The crossdresser 
has a ne cl to express his femm e self , in 
oth r words, to crossdress. If he is for­
tunate enough to have a supportive 
partner or spouse, they may assist in 
trying to schedu le a time for the femme 
self to "land." At our house, it is more of 
a ru le than the exception that nume r­
ous obstacles interfere with the "fli ght 
plan." Sometimes th s disruptions are 
humorous, sometimes they are a great 
disappointment. 

T he pi lot of a small aircraft wou ld be 
shocked to rad io in on approach to a 
large busy airport and then hear the 
controlle r say, "I knew you were on 
your way in , so I've cleared all other 
traffic out of the area.Take your time." 

Whi le it isn't possible for spouses 
and partn rs to always clear the other 
"traffic" out of the ar a for us, once in a 
while would b nice. Don't you think? 
"Hone , there's a bubble bath waiting 
and our clothes are laid out on the 
b cl ." 

In turn , we need to recognize the 
desires of our spouses and partners. 
\\ e, too, need to "clear oth r traffic out 
of the area" and give our undivided at­
tention to their feelings and needs . 

Va nessa. Knye is chair of the Central 

Oklnlwmn Tmn,gend" AWnnce. .A 

Kate Bornstein's Gender Outlaw: 
On Men, Wom en, and the Rest of Us 
(ISB : 0-769-57701-5) was released in 
April as a Vintage Books pape rback for 
$12. The catalog says: Former hetero­
sexual man , now a lesbian woman 
playwright and performance artist, 
Kate Bornste in knows that the prob­
lem with de fining ones If as male or 
female comes from "living in a world 
that insists we be one or the other-a 
world that doesn't bother to te ll us 

xactly what on or the other is." Kate, 
a form r director of Renaissance, is 
scheduled for media appearances in 

YC, Washington, Boston, Miami, 
C hicago, Minneapolis, Houston , 
Seattle, San Francisco, and LA. 

This month Toby Fische r-Mirkin's 
Dress Code: Understandin g the Hid­
den Meanings of W omen's Clothes 
(ISB : 0-517-593297), will be re leased 
by C ro\\ n for $22. The catalog says: 
'The assured use of clothing begins 
with an unde rstanding of the complex 
ways that a woman 's look refl ects and 
helps to de fin he r s nse of self. Does 
that long, gauzy dress make you look 
romantic, or unre liable? Does that 
sharply tailored suit make you look au­
thoritative, or inflexible? From skirt 
length to coll ar shape to the colors and 
even textu res of fabri cs, Dress Code 
deconstructs each e lement of the 
wardrobe , from shoes to hats , to di s­
cover the subliminal messages of 
each." The author is a novelist, a play­
wright, and a former fashion reporter 
for the Orange Cou nty Register. 

Human Dimensions Unemployed? Underemployed? 
Ben Franklin said, "The Lord helps those that help 

themselves." Renaissance is going to try and help the 
transgendered who are unemployed or under-em­
ployed. Announcing: Renaissance Job Match, a national 
employment resource center. If you are looking for 
work send a resume or brief description of what type of 
employment you want. Make sure you include a way 
for us to contact you. If you are in a position to offer 
employment or let someone know of a job opening 
send a description of the position. Maybe we can 
make a match. To be included in the Job Match files 
send your information to: 

Gender Education 

Need help answering your tough 
gender questions? Individual & group 

sessions with Dr. Lee Etscovitz. 

PO Box 471 • Willow Grove • PA 19090 
215-657-1560 
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Renaissance Job Match, c/o Renaissance, 987 Old 
Eagle School Rd, Suite 719, Wayne, PA 19087 
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Shopping With Jackie 
by Jackie Thoma s 

thought for th is month: I f a male 
to female transcre nde rcd pc rs n w ars 
male clothing is he consid r .d a cross­
dress r? C hew on that one for a while. 

ll ey girls, have you looked at a re­
cent copy of Frecle rick's of Holly­
wood catalog late! ? If not, you arc in 
for a su11)ris . Many of th ir exotic 
it ms arc ll O\ in Plus izes. 

My size 16 is we ll represent cl and 
many arc large r. Prices arc not bad, 
and q uali ty is g nerally good. I"or a 
catalog, ·all l - 00-323-9525. Th .y 
have lots of bathing suits fo r summe r. 

I've been saving a I ttcr until .I had 
the room to print it all. It is the poin t 
of this c lumn and it says what J have 
b en trying tog t ac ross to 0 11 . Its 
from E llen Bush, and dated Aug. '94. 

"I just read your column in the Au­
gust RN& \ and heard your pl a for 
~ edback. I hav be n reading and n­
joying Shopping 1cith Jackie since you 
started writi ng it and at tim consid­
e red wrihng to ou but I fi u r d that 
what I had to contribute was we ll 
known by all and obvious so I shi d 
away. inc you ask cl, I'll shar . 

I used to shop through the catalogs 
and o casionally as a ma! . 1 was s 1-
dom thrill cl with what I got and qu it 
often disappointed . When I finally 
cross d that line and started shopping 
" n ~ mme" a who! n w' orld 

opPn cl up for me. I know how hard it 
is to cro the first time but it ge ts cas i r 
and asie r each time and the r wards 
ar great. ow 1 don' t buy anything J 
l1 avcn't tri ed on first. J find that 1 can 
e njoy shopping and trying on clothes 
without bu:'ing a thing. 

One f my favorite things to do i to 
go to the cxpPusivc departme nt stor s 
and ti)' on outfits that I could ncv r af­
fo rd to buy . .I t's amazing how much 
nice r a $250 dress looks , fits and fee ls 
than a . ·so dress. 

\\ 'hen l am looking for ·omethi ncr to 
buy [ shop at the di scount stores 
(l\ lars halls. TJ Max, Ro s) and look fo r 
good clothes that ar marked down. 
Sometimes. ou can find design r 
clothes at incredible price's. I always 
look fo r the red tags. Th se ar the 
b st prices. 

.I also hav had fun at the outle ts in 
Reading. The VF Outlet in \\ ' t 
Reading i huge and ha a lot of dif~ r­
e nt types of merchandise. lost ve')'­
thing is at r du cl prices. 

Th re a rc also outl et stores the r 
for some of th name brand and 
ac ross the parking lot is the designe r 
outl e t wh re sev ral f the big name' 
cl signers havp outle ts ( arol Little, 
Jones of Y, D onna Karen, tc.) Pric s 
at th s tor s vary but ou can g t 
som great buys when th y ar havi ng 
a sal . Th F building also has a food 
court. The VI" complex op ns at 9:00 

AM Monda through Saturday and ou 
can easily spend the entir day thc r . 
That pre tty mu h sums up m shop­
ping a ·tivity or late . 

1 would li kP to spe more in your 
·0!1111111 about matching colors and 

putting outfits togethe r. This is the 
hardest thing for me. r m lea rning h11t 
it is slow . .! watch th C' CG's a lot and 
try to copy ideas I get from them. !so 
some stores displa outfits put togeth r 
and sometimes that g iv s m id as too. 

0 far r have not gotten confident 
e nough to a k for h Ip from the sa les­
girls C'vc n though the ofG r it all the 
ti mp. J have a fri nd who do s it and 
she wears it is th best way to shop. 

Oh \\'Pl!. I'll keep working on it. 
Keep up the good job on tllC' colu mn 
a11d don't ge t di scouraged. J promise 
J' ll write again . 

Hegard , E llen Bush." 

So the r it is girls. Good advice that 
I am pleased to pass on. E llen , l look 
fo rward to yo ur n xt le tte r. 

And all of ou .. . take note and write. 
nti l next tim ... IIAPPY HOPP! C 

from Jacki . 

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 • Tue. - Wed. - Sat. : 9:00 to 5:30 
" ... Electrolysis. I' ve been through it. 

215-788-2857 

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 
and Hard to Fit Sizes 

Private Fitting If Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon 

308 Mill Street 
Bristol, PA 19007 

I can help you through it. " 

Jenell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Chester, Pa.19013 6 10•872•2091 
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Barbara A. Susinno R.N. CPE. 
Jessica Lynn Porter CPE. 

Main Street Electrology 
Members and Supporters of Renaissance 

Gold Disposable Probes 
Open Tues thrn Sunday (908)341-7524 
Day & Eves appointments 
Multi-Pin Galvanic and the Blend 

L------.1 

802 Main St# 4/A Toms River, N.J. 

(J/J I 
u//..YJ ti/ Y 

Hair Slyling 
Perms • Coloring 

Relaxers • Wig Core 
Hair Extensions • Waxing 

Beauty ConsutHng I Make-Up 

(609) 783-1468, 
6~&/J~ ',, 

For that one of a kind dress, 
for the once in a while woman ... 

Sewing by 
The Occasional Woman 

custom creatio11secostumes•alteratio11s 

LORRAINE ANDERSON 610•352•0248 
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Hidden Fantasies 
Intimate Apparel 

Sizes Small to 4X 

Everything from the Romantic to the Erotic 

Silicone Breast Forms--$99.95 

Large Size Shoes Available! 

1911 Main St. 
Northampton 

610-262-2814 
Hours - Mon &.. Sat: 1 1 - 5; Tue - Fri : I I - 8 

Large Selection 
Rene of Paris , Henry Margu, Eva Gabor 

and more. 
Call for appointment 

(61 OJ 446-0799 
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Ask The Dermatologist Se11cf your q11est io11s to 

"Ask The Dern111tologist'' do 

He1wissa11 ce 1 ere& Viercs. 

by Ja ne Ellen Fa irfax, M. D. 
Th<' larg .st organ in thC' body 

bedevi ls many cros dr ss rs. It sprouts 
fo rth dark hairs crying "T stost rone 
made me!" It over-pigm nts, unde r­
pigm nts, itches, hurts, gives rise to 
blist r , crusts, papul , pustu l s, 
scales, Oakes, p laques and nodu les. 
Exposed to the sun, it withe rs, thi ns 
and wrinkles. Still , it is the body's first 
line of de fense against hosti le organ­
isms and influences from the nviron­
ment. \\ ith prope r care, however, it 
will make th appearance more 
attracti e and ven more ~ minin . It 
is the purpose of this column to answer 
questions about this organ to make it 
the best possible ease l on which to 
draw your feminin image. \Ve are, o f 
course, talking about your skin. 

As a Board Ce rtifi cl De rmatologi t 
who has I een in practic since 1977, I 
have had expe ri nee in deali ng with 
the vagari s o f th skin. Although m 
special int r st i IDS D rmatology, 
I see all sorts of de rmato logical 
conditions. D rmatology is a most 
fulfi ll ing occupation, fu ll of ari ety. 
The practice of de rmatology is ind e el 
a high form o f art . 

Be fore mbarking upon thi s 
column, I wi ll lay down one or two 
bas ic principl s. D rmatology is a 
visual sp c ialty. It is absolut ly 
imposs ible to d iagnos a condition 
without s e ing it. Sometim s consulta­
tion with a pathologist is n c ssary to 
mak a diagnosis. othing I say in this 
co lumn will substitute for a is it with a 
train cl sp cia]jst. T h words, "it 
sounds like" will probably be fre­
quently u cl. e d i ss to say, I will 
not prescribe any medic ines, nor I will 
dis uss proble ms in any fi e ld outsid 
de rmatology. My purpose he re will be 
to answe r qu stions about skin car , 
c p ially as it applies to transg n-
de r d p opl . I'll answer questions 
about products or ingrcdi nts, or 
diseases of the skin , hair, or nail s. 

Staying pre tty depe nds on having 
healthy skin . With that in mind, I will 
tack! th first ques tion . 

Dear Dermatolog ist : 

If I don't shave my legs regularly (at 
least once a week) I get tiny white head 

pimples on my th ighs. If I pop them the 

spots get red and take a long t ime t o 
fade away. I still have a few discolored 

marks from the last time t his happened. 

Are these pimples caused by in-grown 

hairs? They only occur a~er my leg hair 
has grown out for several days. Then, if I 

don't get out the razor they start pop­

ping up. Other than regular shaving, 
which I don't mind in the least, is there 

anyway to stop these things? 
Pizza Thighs. 

Dear Pizza Thighs, 
It sounds as if you may b having 

fo ll icu lit is, a sup rficial bacte rial infec­
tion around th hair fo llicles. Poss ibl 
the hairs are becoming ingrown aft r 
shaving, a co1 dition known as Pseudo­
fo ll iculi t is. Th trapp cl hair acts as a 
fore ian body, provoking an innamma­
tory r sponse. In thi s condition, you 
ma actually se ingrown hair cov red 
by a thin la r of r d , in nam d skin. 
You ar absolut ly right not to manipu­
late th se areas! Innammation caused 
by "popping" may leav blood tattooing 
o r pigmentation that can la t as long as 
a y ar. Manipu lating thes areas ma 
colonize them with staph bact ria fro m 
th fin gernails, and may v n caus 
pe rmanent scarring. 

T o pr v nt th se I ions , ou might 
try shavi ng with an e lectric razor. inc 
yo u wi ll not shav as dos I , the r wi ll 
be less chanc fo r hairs to ingrow. 
\ \hen shaving ou should avoid usina 
any oi ly or gr a y lotion e ithe r b fore 
o r aft rwards. Th s blo k th en­
tranc s to th follicl s and e r ate a 
stagnant pool of o il , wh i h bacte ria 
find most nourishing. ntly wa hing 
the skin with Dial Cold b for shaving 
wi ll discoura th ir ardor. You r 
de rmatologist can giv you a presc ri p­
tion fo r topical E1ythromycin which, 
used once daily, should improvC' thC' 
probl m greatly. lt is not particularly 
cxpcnsivC' , nor i it a frC'qu nt caus of 
·ontact all rgi s. 
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Yo11r statC' mC' nt that shaving 
imp rovC's these IC's ions g ivC's ri se t 
anothe r poss ib il ity. You might heck 
th , skin on th 11 ppe r oute r arms to s e 
whe the r the fol licle mouths have a 
rough scaly material in the ir cent rs. 
If so, you have probably got K ratosis 
Pilaris, a he r d itary condition in wh ich 
the fo ll icl mouths are p lugg cl with 
skin cells. \\ h n s ve re, th p roblem 
feels almost like sandpape r or goose 
bumps. Lac-Hydrin, a relatively 
in xpensiv lotion prescrib d by a 
d nnatologist, wi ll fr guent ly work on 
this proble m. Sometimes the de rma­
tologist will add Sulface t Lotion or 
R tin- at b cltim . Sine th is is an 
h r ditary condi tion , yo11 will have to 
sta on these topical med ications to 
keep a satisfactmy result. 

Pl 'ase res t a ur d , P izza Thighs, 
that many tim s I "sausage" probl ms 
in my practice. It is important to dea l 
with them pr pe rly so that they a_ 
do not "mushroom!" e 

Letters ... 

tody. Their recommendations are as fol­

lows: 
• The right for trannies t o have a 

single cell . 
• The right to be addressed in their 

preferred gender terms. 
• The right to be addressed by their 

chosen names. 
• The right to choose the sex of the 

police officer who may need to conduct a 

strip search. 
•The right to continue taking medica­

tion wh ile in cust ody for post-op t rans­

sexuals. 
Sincerely, Rosa/Queensland 

Plt'aSt' Nolt': 
Tht' c:onlt'nls oi this nt'wslt'llt'r ,ut' 
copyrighted. If you want to reprint an 
artide you St'e here, ple.1se umta«.:I 
the editor for pt'rmission. Most likely, 
we'll say "Yt's" hut you doh.wt' to ask 
us first. 


