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Memoirs of the (foy difant) CHEVALIER

" D'Eod, alias MADEMOISELLE BEAU-

- MONT.

]

| Fm%}%l—l{f vz{y ixtra(f)rdi{pary

charatter has for fome

X 8 time made a great noife

1 a0 23 in the world; and

J ﬁ confidering her fex, at

i & ¥ length juasially proved,

i' R0 o the may be pronouced

f the pheenix of the age.

“‘ - This lady (we may now be allowed to

fay) is defcended from a good family in

i the South of France, and was born in the

but it fecems [omewhat my(-

x that even her own relations fhould

Wik at the deception fhe put upon the

~ %oild, as her letters publifhed fome time

Ince c]early evince, in a correfpondence

¢ kept up with her mother, whom Mifs

: totn advifed not to enter into politics,

i 0 attend to the cultivation of her
"Chenhgarden.

€ tnd her many vears paf in a

b P“El'_i; C?)ara&er at the Zourt onglﬂia, and

e ards a bold enterprizing captain of

At th:"S W the lyft war in Germany.—

over helfoncluﬁon of that war fhe came

Vernos £ als fecretary to the duke de Ni-

E"tfaor:iiw 10 was appointed ambalfiador

coupr, oY and plenipotentiary to this

? 2T the time that the Jate duke
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of Bedford ratified the treaty of Paris, at
Verfailles. On the departure of the duke’
de Nivernois, fhe remained here as chargé
d'affaires, and was afterwards appointed
munifter, in which capacity fhe continued
till the arrival of the count de Guerchy,
as ambaflador from France.

Soon after that nobleman’s appearance
here, a rupture enfiied between tirem ;
Mifs D'Eon ftill claiming her rank as
envoy, and the ambaffador refufing it,—
She was recalled, but would not comply
with the orders of her court ; upon which
the was refufed admiffion at-St. James’s,
and declared 1o hawe no charaller whatever
bere. This declaration produced feveral
farcafms in the prints ; but probably the
then minifter knew that fbe was precifely
in that predicament ; or at leaft he was
truly prophetic.

A paper war commenced, and a M,
Goddard was the advocate of Count
Guerchy ; but though he was the author
of the Chinefe Spy, a work in efteem,
and feveral others, be was no way i:apabllg
of conteting with, l\v’la,demonel.e-—-t/.é
éto:t fi edreite et fi bisn lettr ée. Thlo_fe cele-
brated letters now came forth, which will
ever eftablith her reputation as a IC},“fla".p
a politician, and a philofopher. They
are in the poffefiion of every gentleman
of tafle in literature, therciore we need
only refer to them.

X %3 A certain
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A certain adventurer (De Verg):i) hf:;‘:
‘under the Chevalier’s banner, an thl:t‘ %
o o e o

lied to by Co J

;;?ﬁnigg D'Eon; ?my, upon hls_dealth.rl:lcc:}i
hie made this fame declaration n tlel =
folemn manner.—— L he bxll‘ \Yafs,ﬂ’c)m i
ever, thrown out at the L v ]ei‘»"cé
bat the public wmay pl‘Ob?blY 1‘3""3 le;cu(a«
fome imprefiien from fo bo.j an

tion, made with fuch perfever ax_ulce.l s

A rumour began to preval tmt{ .
Clevalier D'Eon was of the female gender;
and, in this gambling agcfg ol it 05-
portunity affords occafion 1ol v\(a%ex’s u ;
der any fpecious appellation, lfn lun.u}cg
were opened upon the doubt of her fex,
as well in London as at Paris and Amfter-
dam, to a very confiderable amount.—
The Chevalier took thele mancuures m
great dudgeon, threatened fome, and chal-
lenged others. Hev_thogght it advifable
to make a public afhdavit, tha.: h? h;'ad‘no
intereft or concern whatever in thefe n-
{furances ; and that be never \-._/ould make
a’judicial difclofure of his fex, though
propofals had been cffered bit 1o the a-
mount of 2350e0 L.

In the mean time, overtures were made
bun trom the court of Verfailles to give
up certain papers in his poffeflion of a po-
litical nature ; to which ke confented, on
the promife of sool. a year regularly
paid in London. To obtain thefe papers
there had been forcible entries ‘made at
his apartments in Scotland yard, but it
happened they were not there.

Soon after,this tranfaction he took a-
partments in Peity France; from whence
he thought it advifeable to make a preci-

pitate retreat, and it was theun furnited be |

had been kidnapped and carried to France.
Advertifements appeared i the papers,
with rewards for difcovering where he was.

At the'expiration of a fmw wweeks, the no--

wrnal chevalier returned; but it is now
generally believed that he made a tempo-
rary retreat, to g}ve po(’(eriLy a young che-
valter---male or female, we find, fignifies
not.

From this time till very lately the
Chevalier remained m obfcurity ;5 but
a difpute which arofe between ber and M.
Movande, concerning this gentleman's
gving out he knew ler to be a woman,
made her come again upon the tagis. The
Chevalier challenged M. Morande, but
he declined fightiug her, on account of
l.ler l1.ex 5, upon which the Chevalier made
appuacation to the court of King’s Bench.
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Bl afFaip hrought on the late tria]

following abftraét of which wiy =2 the
our readers of the a“the‘lfticir;l]o fatxsfy

we have faid. f what

Guilidball, Tugfday, Jily 1, 1777,

HAYES againft JAQUEg

This caufe was opened by Mr.
flating the pleadings, that it was 5
|difconrfe held between the parties
{ther the Chevalier D'Eon  was a
{or a woman.——The defendant ur;ﬁ'a.“

took to'preve that he was a jnap . V-Vhen.
in fa, the plaintiff avers he is a
I hall call our witnefles to prove thatn;.:,
18 a weizman, and then you will find a yar
diét for the piaivtiff, with 7001, (| -
] : t - dimages
on which opening, the court was
into a prodigious fit of laughter.

Mr. Wallace faid, that he would not
go fo tar as his lcarned friend had upder.
i taken to prove, but his,_client would cop-

tent himfelf with proving, that Jbe was
not /le.

[ Policy read : That in eonfideration of
10ol. the defendant undertook to pay 700’
in cafe at any time hereafter it fhall be
proved that the Chevalier was a female.

Mr. L.a Goue. I am a furgeon and
man-midwife ; I have been acquainted
with the Chevalier four or five years; [
know it is a woman. The witnels was
then crofs-examined by Mr, Mansfield.
IHe faid he had known her a great many
years ; became acquainted with her when
fhe was fourteen; between four or five
yearsago I firft knew fhe was a woman;
ihe was complaining of fome diforders,
and it was neceflary for me to know, be-
tare I applied proper medicines ; be then
told me that be was a woman ; I examined,
and found it to be a real woman ; Ae told 8
me not to mention it to any perfon. The =
plaintiff applied to me about three weeks
ago ; Itold him I did not chule to beex-
‘amined, but if he fent me a fubpeena, I
muft come. He told me he thould want
my aflertion ; I faid, Idid not like ity a
it might be difcovering the fecrets of my
profeflion. He faid he was told I was the
perfon who could tell. Many peoplﬁ have
applied to me before, but rever difcover=
edit., After ] krew it fhe pafledfor a man.
I do not know Michacl Taff, Emfley
nor Hayes.  Swanlton toid me three years
igo, he would be glad it I would appear
as a wiinefs ; I told him 1 weuld not,

did net like it ; I did not tell bun the fe-
: 2 ctet

Buller,
Certajp
’ Whe.

thl‘own




Haves the plaintiff did not mention
on that recommended him to me.
_ dny p,e“:;e Morande. It is a woman; I
Ml-vithin my own knowledge. The
b (od\nt’scounfel, not {atisfied with this,
dEfenL:e took up this witnefs, and on his
r examination he faid, about four
i as very intimate with l}er 5
. was very lively 1n her converfation,
to me with great freedom on
. She one day fhewed me her
| oman's cloaths, ear-rings, and fhewed
e her breafts. Some time after I was

e morning (being myfelf a married
an) introduced into her bedchamber :
e was in bed, and with great freedom
dme fatisfy myfelf of \{vhat we had f{o
en been jocular about, for fhe had often
ed to fay 1 was to be godfather. I put
hand intobed, and was ftully convinced
was aweman. In confequenceof this
demonftration, I mentioned it to fe-
al of my acquaintance, and wrote to
Aonfieur de Mourchier in France. There
yas a treaty on foot to get {ome papers of

et

ineas were and are fettled upon her.---
winter, 1771, Madame de Chouchie
dme, if I had a mind tolay any wager,
o0 layon the woman fide. I never knew
“Hayes till lat November. It was necel-
ary for me-on a former occafion * to fay
Sfomething of this tranfation, but not to
“be o particular as you now oblige me to
e, I thought it would be indecent and
ot neceffary,
‘M. de Morande was then fworn, as in-
ipreter to a French phyfician, * whofe
idence was---It is 2 woman ; I know it
yown knowledge. The defendant’s
nfel compelled this witne(s likewife to
¢ particular, He then faid, he was a
ylician, had attended the lady about
° years ago: he knew fhe was a wo-
& by fipht and teuch,
r. Mansfield then faid, it was a
ling wager, and very unfit to be

+ - :
: iel:ri“s Was an applicatior_l by the Che-
i o the court of King’s Bench,
ain (t V;I]as aigued for an information
e witnefs for a libel in a morn-
3 }:‘acpte;’ ’“imuating, that the C!lgvalier
ey §, ‘:]‘lﬂn,_buta woman : which the

ed the cew.,ng caule of that rule fa-
] ourt was the fact; they dif-

¢, after having avery long
both {ides, and fome papets
7 the Chevalier to De Morande

nfequence out of her hands, and soo0 |

“not heen for qu
I ings, the plaint

Proof of ber Sex.
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brought in julti
his client’s defence. gy ey 21 efed
the plaintiff atisfied at oy oo that
Plaintifl was fatisfied at tle time of th
wager, and knew that the chevalier 1e
a woman ; and therefore contended ;tx;s
in the nature of a fraudulent infurance?
and Hayes not difcovering all he knew g0
t!le time, ought not to maintajn the aat
tion ; and read the defendant’s anfwer v
chancery, wherein hedifclofed the Groun:;;
he went upon in making the in?ur;mce
That the court of France had di1b0vereci
and treated with her as a woman.

Mr. Wallace replied, that hig client
as at Newmarket, was not bound to dii"-
clofe the ground he went upon. No
doubteach party thought themfelves right,
But Mr. Jaques thinks it an indecent ac-
tion ; and becaufe it is fuch, he thinks
the court and jury are to kick the caufe
out of the court, and let him keep the
100l. of our’s he has had in his pocket
thefe five years, for he has not paid a

(penny of the premium into court. But

for his part, he thought it was a fair wager,
and the only queftion was, who had won
it : which he hoped the jury were by that
time fully fatisfied of in favour of his
client.

Lord Mansfield faid, it was a mere
gambiing policy, and wifhed it was in his
or the jury’s power to make beth lofe, but
it was not; and there was no objeétion
to the legality of the wager; the only
queftion was, who had wonit? It was
truly faid by Mr. Wallace, that this was
not to be compared to the cafe of a frau-
dulent policy ; it had no relation to the
laws touching legal infurance, but was
a mere wager, and the parties rot bound
to difclofe the ground he ftands upon ;
for each party takes and abides by his
own judgment and information ; anq I
myfelf remember a wager about the cir-
cumference of the Statue de Medicis, or
fomething abroad, the partics laid; and
the one fays I know I am right, becaufe
I have myfelf actually meafured it :---
fays the other, do you think I would lay
if T had not alfo meafured it? and not-
withftanding you have, I will lay.
There was Do g\r,/;ou?{d to ln);ra;gymcrz;:-
i raud to M. Haycs, con-
;:-ci)\‘r]:rfc{c}d:onne&ed with the Cheva'ller to
P le in ; for fhe writes ch.aH-cngCS;
take peep & e -opoled to her
and is angly wl‘len. ]tanlcsi ppegrh'aps eit had
(0 ek i::(l s and mifunderfland-
f would never have heen
the fad, which might fuil
and net cupable of leoal

proof

able to prove
be well kuvwn,




342

roof before a jury, for there is no com=
‘]))ell'ing her to }ubmit to an m{pe&wn.t—l--
But heve is a perfon employed by the
court of France, in a civil and military
cavacity, as a man; and by and by there
is a buzz---it is fufpeéted but remainsa
matter of dcubt, what fex he 1s; Wagers
are laid, and policies opened fome thlnbk
one way and {ome another. It would le
very much our with if we could prevent the
plamaff from recovering on this wager,
but I am afraid we cannot; and of the
two, he has the faireft fide, for all the in-
decencies were prefled out by ‘the defen-
dant : all the plaintiff’s \tvnneﬁes {wear to
the pofitive fadt, and without going fur-
ther, the defendant might have been fatis-
fied. 'S ,
The Jury found for the Plain'txff 700l
* % We cannot clofe this article, with-
out referring our readers to a liumorous
examination of the Chevalier; by a jury
of celcbrated Matrons upon the bon ton, {0
far back as the Magazine for May, 1771,
page 249, where they will alfo find a
ftriking hkenefs of M. D’Eon, though

in miniature.

—

CONVIVIAL DEVICES of our
ANCESTORS povued out.

SONIE antient adepts in cookery inform
us, that in former days, when good
lioufe-keeping was in fafhion among the
_Englyfp nobility, they uled erther to begin
or conclude their entertainments, and di-
vert their guefts, with fuch devices as the
following ones—A caftle made in pafte-
board, with gates, draw-bridges, battle-
ments, and port-cullifes, ali done over
with pafte, was fet at one end of the tabie,
in a large charger, with falt laid round
about it, 4s if it were the ground, in which
were ftuck egg-fhells full of rofe, or
other fweet waters, the meat of the egy
having been taken out by a great
Upon the battlements of the caftle
planted guns made of kexes, covered over
_ with pafte, and made into the form of
cannons, and made to Jook like brafs, by
‘covering them with Dutch leaf’ gold ;
thele cannouns being charged with gunpow-
der, and trams Jad, fo that you might

fire as many of them as you plealed at

one touch. The caftle was fet at one end
of thetable, then in the middle of the ta-
ble they would fee a ftag made i pafle,
but hollew, and filled with red wine, and
a broad airow luck in the fide of him;
this Fx:mg allo {et m u large charger, with

Convivial Devices.

a ground made of falt
perfumed waters, ﬁuéka?g ;etgg‘ﬂlell_s of.
then at the other end of the t,sbb':fore;,
would have the form of a fjy; Bble the
palte board, and covered all OveF:" made
with mafts, fails, flags, anq
an'd guns made of kexes, and
with pafte, and charged with u
with a train as in the caflle . :
a large charger, fet up uprig
v);/erek, a I&a“of falt, i
ftuck egg-thells full of perf 1
then betwixt the ﬂagpa;:m::ﬁf:aters'
ftag and fhip, were placed two o
made of coarfe pafte and filled with bran
and wathed over with faffron angd °|kra x
eggs. When thefe were A §
was taken out, a hole was cut in the .' 3
toms, and live birds put intq one, 3
\frogs into the other, and the:x the
holes clofed up with pafte, then the Jid
were cut neatly up, fo that they mtht ‘
eafily taken offby the funnels,andad%rn‘ j
with gilded laurels. Thefe being th“
prepared, and placed in ordes on the tableg
firit of all one of the ladies is perfuaded
draw the arrow out of the body of the
ftag, which being done, the red wine iffue
out like blood out of a wound, and
caufes (ome [mall admiration in the fpecs
taters ; which being done, after a little
paufe, all the guns on one fide of the'c:
tle are, by a train, difcharged againlt th
thip, and afterwards the guns of one fide
of the fhip againft the caitle; then having
turned the chargers, the other fides are
firedoff, as if in a battle. This caufing

"powde
this alfy ‘.
.ht in, as it
In which gre 4

£in. I
ere

| great ftink of powder, the ladies orggnﬁ
{men tcke up the egg-fhells of perfumed
water, and throw them at one anothefs
| This pleafant diforcer being pretty wél
laughed over, andthe two great pyes
' remaining untouched, fome one or O_th
| will have the curiofity to [ee what 15 ik
[ them, and lifting off the lid of one Py€
out jump the {rogs : this makes the ladiess
fkipand fcamper, and lifting up the lld_‘;l
the other, out fly the birds, ""_thh w't
naturally fly at the light, and fo put o
the candles; and fo with the leapxng' ;
the frogs below, and flying 'Ofthedlri-
above, it did caufe a furprizing an olls
verting hurley-burley arpongﬂ the gu .
in the dark; after which, the Cfm“ :
being lighted, the banquet was b]?tigu-
in, the muiic lounded, and .the P ¥
lars. of each perfon’s furprize ?nerriﬂg'
ventures, furnifhed matger for div

difcourfe.

Anfwer?
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