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THE ·FAMOUS "CARMEW" 

THE BLACK CAT - A Fellini kaleidoscope of faces 
and sound entertained thousands during its existance. 
It was a smaUbistro-opera house where a 

, . .. ' San Francisco traclition was born, hosted by Jose' 
il ' i i, , '-lit' I , '. ' 

. ,. ·:, .,,1( ,:1,il,/:' Julio Sarria - "The Nightingale of Montgomery Street". 

The "Black Cat" wasn't La Scala, however opera existed there for many 
years in the grandest tradition with the help of the Salvation Army, the 

. Goodwill and fantastic ingenuity. The chorus was huge, usually consisting of 
the audience and the orchestra was tremendous (one piano). There were 
very few props, no scenery except for a silver-tounged di.va, and the stage 
was made by pushing all the tables together to make at best, a fine place to 
turn an ankle o:r lose a high-heel. 

Operas produced by the ''Black Cat Opera Association" and "Corps de 
Ballet" were varied and ran the gamut from "Faust" to "Show Boat". 
For many years the scripts were written by James W. McGinnes, but 
Jimmy retired and Jose carried on the show alone with an occasional assist 
from Mike Tresini or a leather-clad bike rider from the audience. 

The "Corps de Ballet" was almost always drawn from the motorcycle 
crowd. 

On Friday and Saturday nights, Jose' formally entertained the tourists with 
songs and banter. One of the favorite ice -breakers was to approach a couple who 
were obviously tourists and ask "Where do you hail from, my dear?" At the 
same time running his fingers through the hair of the male customer. Then 
turning to the female companion, he would quip, "Be careful, my dear, or 
he will be back later, alone. 11

. 



SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE,_OCT. 30, 19.63 

_New· Appeal 

The Black Cat 
Clings to Life 

. Sol Sto1,1II1en, the proprietor of the Black Cat, was 
. engaged yesterday in an eleventh-hour fight to try to 
·keep his historic bistro from going dry at midnight 
t!?morrow. . 

• -. · The .State · Division of Al-
coholic -Beve:i;-age -C o n t r o 1 

• plans to seize • the Cat's 
-liqu-or license then. After 15 
years of trying, the division 
finally has prevailed o v e r 
the bar - restaurant at 710 
Montgomery street that it 
£eels is too gay. 

The liquor-control division 
has been upheld by the Cali
fouiia courts system - a n d 
Monday Stoumen learned an 
appeal to United States Su
preme Court Justice William 
0. Douglas has been ruled out 
by his office. 

BRIEF 
Stoumen, a dignified fath

er of five, began his last
ditch campaign yesterday in 
his home in Mill Valley. 

He composed a s e v e n -
page brief asking that t h e 
·State Supreme Court "issue 
an order immediately in or
der that my business not be 
destroyed." 

The clerk of the court here 
refused to accept the brief 
for filing, Stoumen said.' So 
he airmailed copies to each 
of the high court justices, 
now in Los Angeles. 

Stoumen's brief a r g u -e s 
that State liquor agents were 
not playing fair when they 
infiltrated the Cat, wearing 
T-shirts and jeans. T h e 
State investigators claimed 
they witnessed "lewd and in
decent acts" on the premises, 
and that homosexuals there 
made propositions to them. 

"No arrests were made on 
the premises," the brief 
states, "nor was I or my em
ployees informed of these 
acts at the time of their 
alleged occurrences. Did my 
accusers condone these acts 
and become p a r t i e s 
thereto?" 

'UNSUPPORTED' 
Such procedure, Stoumen 

claimed, made it "impossible 
for me to secure witnesses 
to refute their unsupported 
statements." 

Stoumen also complained 
he would be given unconsti-. 
tional "harsh and unusual. 
punishment" if the liquor li
cense is revoked. He esti
mated its market value at 
$8000; but s a i d it would 
"destroy a business worth at 
least $25,000." • 

He asked the Supreme Court 
justices: "What have I been 
guilty of t0 deserve this 
harsh economic punishment 
which may be likened to a 
fine of $33,000?" 

"Th_ey can't close me," 
Stoumen said last night. 

The 52-year-old business
man started the Cat in 1945, 
with a s t r o n g Bohemian 
following. The feature of the 
restaurant has been a lunch 
that costs "a nickel an 
ounce" - you help yourself, 
then weigh it.-

"We '11 start serving dinner 
if we get knocked off;'' he 
said. 



As the California Supreme Court stated; "The Black Cat is a place with 
a national and international reputation as a bohemian es tablishment, 

. attributable to the fact thatby-and-la:i;ge its patronsare againfunrernployed 
section of the cornmunitytf~r?rr •.alL.walks of lHe, •• whoxeguladypkl.trqn.ized •. the 
Black Cat because of its non-commercial "club" atmosphe:i;e and its 
intellectual, cultural, and philosophical discuSsion. '' 

The "Cat''had customers of all races, creeds and sexual preferences, it 
was not uncommon. to hear a joke that would make a representative Of the 
NAACP, Jewish Welfare League, Baptist or Catholic Church cringe when it 
was told. 

The atmQ$phere was colorful, quick tempoed, entertaining and at times 
verged on tlle burl~sk .•• The audience would sip their drinks and weave to the 
music .of ragtime piano. A collage of coliege students, business men, matrojns 

, With mink coats and Jewelry, tee -shirted men in boots, and couptes who looked 
as if they had just come to town for a big night out. 

Unfortunately this colorful landmark was closed on Octobe:i; 31, 1963. 

One might philosophize that the "Black Cat" was an institution where upon 
could gain a better understanding of himself, taught by a lover of humanity. 

• The "Catllechoed the personality of its reigniilg diva througfr its straight forward 
honesty and reconciliation of the world a.s an object to be lvved ... 
enjoy.ed. , ••. and most of all. .. to be lived in. 



1o 1he Empress de San Francisco 

Marques a Josefina de Sarria 

the First Qrotectorate of Mexico 

Former Madame of Salina's Qarlour 

1he Nightingale of Montgomery Street 

the Bay Street Songbird 

1he Society For Individual Rights 
wishes you 

Good Luck on your first final performanceo 
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THE SUPPORTING ARTISTS 

PERRY A. GEORGE 

- Rhademes 

His operatic career b<:gan in St. Paul, Minnesota where he was 
a lead tenor With the Ashland Avenue Ideal Opera Company, un-
fortunately the .opera comparw never did get .an opera in production. He 
did however, achieve acclaim as, the samffai.ry(a type cast according to 
his director) in a TV production of "Hansel l:l,nctGretel". He has achieved choral 
singing fame in such international music centers as Minneapolis, St, Paul, 
Roches,ter, Duluth and Fargo. In San Francisco he has appeared re.cen.tly 
with Jo~H~ .• in the 1966 Sirlebrib,l C.i:1,pad¢1> as Alfredo in. "La Traviata" and 
captivated audiences as Mme, Aid.a. Soto-Voce. 

GHARLIE ' KA Y 

~ompliments of a friend 



~I'i~ >STORY OF AID~ takes place in anctenr Egypt where Aida {a.n Ethiopian prince.~s) 
is l1~lf1, f!PtiVe and is . the handmaiden of Amr~rls, the queen of Egypt. ·•· R.badames, who 
btp~~7~ GommandertII (Jhief of the Egyptia,Jorces loves Aida but is loved by both ~~~faif 
.Am~~f l~; i12i~II:truns high as Rhadames tries, later unsuccessfully, t6 keep A~nt-ris from 
dis.t'0ve1i Ilc:i :A:ida' s mutual love.. .Rhadames is chosen as the leader of the armies and · 
is grf'n~·\ YJ ·to ·conquer Ethiop.ia. Left alone, Aida pleads for him to return safely to·.her. 

,;~:~l!~~:~i ]jpt: .awaits the return of the army' Amneris is amused by a troop ot)~~hiopian 
q~µ'p¢'~:§f: 11.e dance Amneris muses on Aida's peculiar behavior and in a rage, she ex,traots 
ffie a is JJef :r:ival for the love of Rhadames. The trumpets sound and ti:ief. .. a;rr#t¢s 
<~ turn triumph.ant . 

... .. ~,,~!~,f ;one, Amona~~fa}/ Alcia's. father', _. ~fu:d\has been capturedf appeals to Aida f~r'.ber fi~ tn 
helpi,ng11imJ:J:itu7;tp ·Ethiopia .. and\ti~~~epassage thr()ugfr-whichthe Egyptian arm~e,s ,wfll]pa,ss. 
Aida ,reluctan;tti,1;.g,:rees aIJ,d extracts.Jf:te .pame of the passJrom Rhadames. Amneris .overhears 
h,j.s treasoa.andtu11ns him in. 

Rhadames is then tried and convicted tq die of suffocation after being sealed in tri~ tqrnb 
bene~~ll a. temple. Aida has stolen into the tomb to die, in love, with Rhadames. Amne~i$tS 
movedWith grief for her dying lover, R.hadames, and implores the gods t9 grant him pe;.!~ce. 

CREDITS 

St~g-E:1 Manager . . ♦'· • • • • Glenn Burgess 

THE STAR 

Piano accompaniment for the opera . . . Robert L. McKinney 

Piano interlude during intermission . . Jack McGinnis 

Dancers ....... Johnny DeLeon - Gregg Ackerman 

Special appreciation to the S. I. R. Community Center Committee 
for lights, .?ets, props, waiters, and stage hands. 

Make up and Wardrobe ....... Fernando 

Hairstyling for Jose by Jimidene 

Hairstyling for Charlie Kay by 'T' of Danidls of Maiden Lane 

Set Materials compliments of Mr. George Haas 

Costi.im..fts .courtesy, Goodwill, SJr;porium, SaI vationArmy, St. Vinc.ent 
De ,paulf Sodety of the Military Order of the Purple Heart, Fire Sales, 
Red C:rossDisaster Ful).(i, Rummage Sales. 

(all costumes owned bytb.e star and -notf.orxesaJe) 

Ptdgram . . . . . ,. . . Chuck Thayer 



.. ~ii>.·)~~,;,~;t:t:4"' 
"See you again next :year". <-----=---

i4 



In the p~rson of Jose Julio Sarria we have 
something that we need to understand. How 
did he arrive at being an entertainer. Where 
did it all get started? 

His background gives us no clue, for it 
is one of the average American. 

Jose uttered his first falsetto tones on 
the 12th of December, 1923, at the fashion
able St. Francis Hospital in San Francisco. 
But then if you study the picture of Jose taken 
at six months, you can see he was already 
trying out for the stage. 

Then came the dark years of being a 
child, until his entrance into public schools 
at Emerson Grammar School. 

But then the picture starts changing and 
he is in attendance at the San Rafael Military 
Academy, in Marin County, across the 
Golden Gate from the city he loves. Jose, 
even to this date, has a thing about uniforms. 
This probably stemming from his, 
early years at San Rafael Military. He is 
reluctant to speak of the reasons for leaving 
this school, but soon his enrollment was at 
St. Dominic's School which was closer to 
his mother and home. This school was dis
continued soon after Jose enrolled. 

Then came the years of really growing 
into manhood. After being enrolled at the 
John Sweat High School, he buckled down to 
work and after transferring to the Commer -
cial High School (since closed), he graduated 
with honors. 

Jose entered San Jose State College soon 
after the closing of good old CHS where he 
studied until his enlistment in the United 
States Army (Uniforms?) 

So the education pattern gives us no clue 
as to the present occupation qualification. 

When he was engaged in the defense of 
his country in WW II, he served with the 70th 
(That number may be of some significance) 
Infantry Division where he was awarded the 
Combat Infantry Badge. After participation in 
two major engagements of the war as a combat 
infantryman, he was assigned to Headquarters, 
Berlin IJistrict, assigned to the Officers Club. 
It was here that Jose first became aware of 
his desire to entertain his fellow man. 

Soon after his arrival back in San Frandsco 
he was on the stage, as a female impersonator, 
at the Biege Room, now closed. 

JOSE-A BOUNCING BABY ••• ? 

THE FIRST GRAND 
PRODUCTION 

L.- R. 
JOSE, 
CARMEN Ml.RANDA 
BOBBY BREEN 
(IT WAS A 
BUDGET HOLLYWOOD 
MUSICAL) 



TWO OF THE MANY 
11CAMP 11-AIGN 
SPE.ECHES 
AT THE BLACK CAT. 

Earlier in his youthful years, Jose had taken 
voice lessons from Madam Vought, who had 
proclaimed him "Another Bobby Hreen", and his 
mother had ,employec:LNaoi:ni .BlenS,ier,>concert 

violinist oftl:+€!·· San ~:t'il:!);Cl~co. . S~rµpqoriy, .to 
teach hersonthe vi9Hn~c. A,fter many .months" it 
was decided that he would never play $atis ~ 
factorily. 

After his stint . at th~ .91<1 Bieie ~oom, 
Jose' was oftenat th€!Blaclc Cat,as accustomer, 
and as was the praqice in,thosectays1 7pt€!1c~ 
tained the crowd, for yoµ see.at ~hi~ time ea.ch 
of the customers at this bohemian bat would 
do an act or two fo.r the enjoyment .ofhis 
fellow entertainers. < " 

Jos ~i. was s LlCt . a. CaffiP tpa.t; A~lf n) o~ng 
that he was dotng m.ost ofthe e~tertalning, a.nd 
then he became a . regular or a Stfta.gyf~atur-e 

the ''Gat'\ 
SarriK~~s :re9µIartlr .1ecll1.r.~~i~SspatrOn.s 

the need .for thosewho .llare a little 
different'' ··to .Stc1nd, UP fof .th;~I'· rf~~f ~· J?q.J;ing 
each. of thepertq<;lic cJea:~?g§ . teaB;~l;ie•. po,ltce .. 
departrnents are wpt1r,Jo ~!tlbaJJ{)upo,~l}ehas 
told his lisf;11ersl1ow they RP9llld tii<e q~re 
to avoid certain .areas and to abE>JainJrom 
public. di$pla.ys. 

When George dq:tlstopJ+~r. MiYSr of 
San Francisco, ·.·fas opppsed<.fcHr;t?cl-t office 
by Russell Wolden, he wa~ acc~§ed by . Mr. 
Wolden of ''being .sof.tpi,llorµnsex~als'' •. trior 
to this, it Vias odds o:n, tha.t Wolgen .Vlq.UJ~ l:)e 
elected Mayor. Thi$lssuedef.eated li-frn, ,, fqr 
the many, • many VflJO "'7€re Jnvolve9r tqgether 
with their friendS:, ',\lent to the p91ls iIJ. flocks 
to defeat the mari ·who oared to maRe this a 
political issue. 

Christopher then. tu.rnedon the peoplewho 
had been respqnsibteifbr llis el¢5t16n and 1)J,.3.de 
lifegenerally .miserabl.e for .. tJleffi· '.'I)Hfiµg th~ 
"Gayola'' scandals in Sc!-nFrancisco.t. the ~ayor 
evidently directed .a whitewash ol tee police y;ho 
had taken bribes from the.bars. It was then that 
our hero. decided to enter politics. 

The City of San FranciSC(} ha.§ cl Cl#y --Coµnty 
combination government, ',\lhos1:,Pri,~aty 
legislattvepranch .. ts •. tp; f38arttPfiS~peryisnr?·· 
This is composed ofeleven Super'Vlsg-rs, chosen 

from tlJe €.ntJte 9t~at lafg<:\,lt~~; Jnr .a 
pos ttio n .. onthj Board of ;~gervi~ors<Bha t;J◊S~· 
tnade his c1.?l;>ut·· i11to t)Olitis~• .••.• 1-fe /<i~ci pr?-ffically 
no campatgning Jn any lopation .other than tl\e 



"Black Cat". When the ballots where being 
counted, our Jose threw a Victory Party at the 
"Cat". No cme there thought that he would win. 
Even before the peti,tion, pla'cing him on the 
ballot was ;ei:lter~d, it,~as {l foregone conclu
sion that he did not have a chanee. But the· 
victory was there/ fot he had rU:n the gamut , 
of the political circus. without being smeared by 
a single, OJ;)ponent: Its has been said that no 
politioian in his dgqt mind will make 
homosexuality a CcJ:m,paign issu~ ,in San 
Francisco if he wants to be elected. 

,:<:f 

Jos.~ ·re~eived over 6,000 votes in his 
race fo~ S1,1,pervisor. Those who were elected 
receiveW70, 000 to 100, 000. A. person not 
connected with his campaign remarked that 
this wa,s just short of remarkable, for his 
expenses were short of $500, and• since he made 
only one appearance outside of hi'§.. weekend shows 
at the HBl.ack Cat". 

,;; 

The :aft~rmath of the political experiment 
was aq a+:t~st by the San Francisco Police Depart
ment on a vague and 4nnecessary charge. Following 
his own .adv:ice, .so often give)J, Jose promptly 
pleade;d '.:~ot Guilty". The Juctge, in dismissing the 
case;: ·r,ema:rr;ked, "I will not allow my court to 
becomi ahJ'ustrument of punt.sJnnent or unsuc -
cessful candidates . 

-~-,,' 

~oweve~•/ 'With the a~v7nt of the tightening of 
expen~.e;,~.~founts, and theretirement of his long
time 1:1.g9gry1panist, Jose entertained only on Sunday~ 
at the!'Cat'', until it was put out of business by 
the.A.BG. 

He\~g~;~ embarkedupon the Opera onBay 
Street~F'.~;,e "Backs~age" . From there to 
t; ·iJ%1i1?PKffia~ame a,t ''S11Hna' s Parlour" holding 
t;le i.aditi◊Ua~ cuitural events on Sundays as 
usual ~m{ttheydiscgntinued serving brunch, 
Finallr g;~/)OCtobe:r,- ~:f; 1965 he was crowned 
the RoyaF ijmpre.ss of San F.rancisco and 
rt.tlfF<l~<:;>T ove;ty~ar withgpeat grarn;leurand 
1»t1¢hpoip~. 

Gµy Strait 

AFTER 
ACCEPTING, 
F=OR THE 
BOLSHOI 
WHEREELSE 
CAN ONE 
GO? 



!hough you choose to retire 
from our city.---

1he constant reminder of 
our close friendship, 

shall remain to welcome you back. 

/ 



WHAT CAN BE SAID? 



JOSE AT HOME 
What kind of a person is this, off stage? I have been in the home of Jose 

Sarria many times. I had the rare privilege of knowing his mother who was 
affectionately known as "Mama Dolores" by the many visitors in his home. 
"Mama" did not understand her son completely, but she did know what was 
going on. She would always ask. "You boy or you girl?" of everyone when 
she was introduced. 

Jose is sincere with ·himself and with others. He has had set-backs and has 
overcome them without leaving the residue of bitterness. He is a very earthy person. 
believing in his right to live as he sees fit so long as he does not interfere with the 
right of others to do likewise. He has preached to the patrons of the "Black Cat" 
that they must register to vote if they want to change the laws. 'He has bluntly 
condemned the people who frequent public places and has acted as confessor 
to the many who have found themselves in the hands of the law, with a true 
understanding of the reasons for the conduct. Truly a remarkable person, 
Jose lives across the bay from San Francisco in an exclusive suburban 
development in Marin County. 

Jose Sarria; formerly an entertainer at "The Most Bohemian Bar on the 
West Coast", a prima ballerina on Bay Street; a former madame at Salina's 
Parlour, a political aspirant, and declared the Empress Jose de San Francisco 
in 1965; a man who openly espouses the rights and privileges of the social variant 
along with the responsibilities; a man whose fast wit has entertained thousands 
in spoofing Grand Opera; a man who does not hesitate to chastise the high or 
the low. 

His motto is; "United we stand; divded they will catch us, one by one." 
Jose Julio Sarria, San Franciscan Extraordinary! 

Guy Strait 
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UNICORN ASSOCIATES 

495 grandview 

san francisco, calif. 

UNicorn 3-3843 
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••• YOU"LL FIND THE BIGGEST AND 

BEST COLLECTION OF NEW HANDSOME 

HI FASHION SUITS AND SPORTCOATS . 

AT REMARKABLY REASONABLE PRICES 

ON OUR NEW MEZZANINE LEVEL, 

ALONG WITH 

PLEASANT COURTEOUS SERVICE. 

/~II' PIMST. 
~t: ,P>1re ~ a,.rA, 
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