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Straightening Out The Facts

In Novemberwe had areply to a Vis A Vis column from ETVC. This month it’s fimme
Jfor a reply from Tri-Ess on aSeptember Vis a Vis. This reply is more than a letter to

the editor. It is a whole article.

Bashing The Pinata

by Jane Ellen Fairfax
Chair, Tri-Ess Board of Directors
and your Renaissance sister.

A fun activity at children’s par-
ties is bashing the pinata. The par-
ticipant strikes with a stick at a
decorated figure suspended high
above her. If she connects solidly,
the pinata willbreak and disgorge its
cargo of candies and favors. Since
the basher is first blindfolded and
spunaround, herefforts canresultin
some rather comical flailing.

If a gender journalist bashes a
support group without making sure
ofher facts, she mentally blindfolds
herself. She reaches conclusions as
randomasblows atthe pinata. Such
is thecase with theunnamed author
of the “Vis-a-Vis” column in the
September issue ofthe Renaissance
News. [Ed. Note: Ourmistake. This
was a printing error.] To back her
blind-bashing, the writer indulged
insomerather creative fact-finding.
Insome cases the facts are colored;
in others they are omitted; in still
others they are simply not true.
Let’s compare some of these state-
ments with the truth:

Statement #1 — “The problem
started for Megan when they [em-
phasis added] got the necessary
unanimous vote to let transsexuals
into their ‘club’.”

The truth — Jennifer, a respected

member of Alpha Omega, told the
chapter she was going to explore
her transsexual feelings and felt
honor-bound to withdraw from the
chapter. Without seeking input from
Jennifer, Megansteamrolled through
achapter, grieving overtheimpend-
ing loss of a beloved member, her
agenda to admit transsexuals as
members. According to the Consti-
tution of Alpha Omega, “... pro-
posed amendment(s) will be slated
for discussion at the next regular
meeting with notification in the
newsletter. After discussion, the pro-
posed amendment(s) will be pre-
sented in the chapter newsletter
within30days .. Only then would
the matter be voted on. Inforcingan
immediate vote on the members,
(continued on page 15)
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New Officers
For 94

It’s that time again. Thewinds of
political change have whooshed
through Renaissance and the results
of the chapter elections are in.

The biggest news comes from
the LSV Chapter. In their first dual
candidateelectionagenetic woman,
(GG, Real Female, Born Woman!)
has been elected Chapter Leader.
Linda) ,the significant
other of 1993 Chapter Leader,
Yvonne- (whowill jointhe
increasing ranks of LSV Directors
At Large ... ten and counting) beat
Shelbi Lyn in a landslide
victory. Ms. will be part of
the 1994 team as an advisor. Linda
wants to stress the needs of signifi-
cant others during her term in office
and she will be a welcome voice at
National Board meetings.

Jennifer [l ! handle
the Secretary duties next year and
Dawn G. will be Treasurer. Help-
ingto spend some ofthe LSV funds
will be the new 94 Program Direc-
tor, Michelle

The Greater Philadelphia Chap-
ter election brings another surprise,
albeit not as big as LSV’s. Dina
Amberle, aformer Chapter Leader
of GPC, ran again for that position.
Guess she has someone else in mind
for the coveted, after meeting vacu-
uming job that she mentions in her
Vis A Vis column this month. Dina

was unopposed in the November
(continued on page 5)
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Chapters & Affiliates Renaissance

New Jersey

South Jersey: Meets on the first Saturday of the month at the Atlantic Mental Ne ws
Health Center, Inc. 2002 Black Horse Pike, McKee, N.J. Doors openat 7:00 p.m. Call
(609) 435-5401 or write Renaissance SJ, PO Box 189, Mays Landing, NJ 08330.

© 1993 Renaissance Education
Association, Inc,, Box 60552,

Chapter leader - Terri [JJJf; Assistant Leader - Phil [} King of Prussia, PA 19406
Pennsylvania 52/copy, $16 per year, 12 issues
Greater Philadelphia: Meets on third Saturday of the month in King of Prussia, 215-630-1437

PA. Doors open at 8:00 pm. Write to Renaissance PHL, Box 530, Bensalem, PA

Editoc-ii-Chiet
19020 or call (215)630-1437. Chapter Leader - Maryann Kirkland i S

Angela Gardner
Lower Susquehanna Valley: Meets on the first Saturday of the month at The Managing Editor:
Greens at Westgate in York, Pa. Write Renaissance LSV, Box 2122, Harrisburg, PA Gary -
17105, or call (717) 780-1LSV. Chapter Leader - Yvonne [l Contributing Editors:
Affiliates Brenda Davidson
MOTG: Meets on the fourth Saturday of the month. Forinformationcontact Terry | JoAnn .R°g°s"f’
‘ 77 ministrative Assistants:
e inngd Rachel and Beth Marshall
Metropolitan Gender Network: 561 Hudson Street, Box 45, New York, NY
10014 (201) 794-1665 Ext. 332. Renaissance isa 501(c)(3) non-profit organization

Amcrican Educational Gender Information Services (AEGIS): DallasDenny, providing cducation and support to the gender
community and the general public.
PO Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033, (404) 939-0244

And, don’t forget about...

Articles, opinion pieces and letters to the Editor are always welcome at the Renaissance News. Ideas for articles and opinion
pieces should be sent to Renaissance News, P. O. Box 530, Bensalem, PA 19020. Complimentary and irate letters to the Editor
may be sent to the same address.

Significant Others who have article ideas or opinions they would like to share should send their ideas to Evelyn Kirkland,
c/o Maryann Kirdland, P. O. Box 1242, Newtown, PA 18940.

Background Papersare available for $1 each plus $.25 postage for each pair ordered. Eight papers are available: 1-Myths &
Misconceptions About Crossdressing, 2-Reasons for Male to Female Crossdressing, 3-PARTNERS: Spouses & Significant
Others, 4-The Matter of Children, 5-An Annotated Bibliography, 6-Telling the Children: A Transsexual’sPointof View, 8-AIDS
& HIV Safety and Ethics, and 9-Understanding Transsexuality.

PenPal Program: If you would like to be a pen pal contact Maryann Kirkland at P. O. Box 1242, Newtown, PA 18940. Attn:
Dept. PP.

If you are a transgendered person with children and would like to network with other transparents, contact Elsa [JJjJjjJjj at
Transparent, C/O Renaissance LSV, Box 2122, Harrisburg, PA 17105.

For TS information and peer counseling in South Jersey call Kelly Harris at 609 641-3782.

Events Calendar

Renaissance GP Renaissance LSV Renaissance South Jersey MOTG

Dec. 4: Christmas Party Dec. 4: Meeting, 8:00 p.m. December: Elections Dec. 4: JoAnn Roberts
Jan. 22: Alison Laing
Feb. 26: Dr. Roger Peo

Chapters wishing to have their programs listed should get them to the Newsletter at least one month in advance. Two is better.
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ROGER'S NOTEBOOK (#75)

The transgender community is
often ambivalent towards the help-
ing professional. Somepeople think
they have special insights which can
provide answers to difficult life situ-
ations. Others believe they are in-
sensitive to those who wish instant
happiness through hormones and/
or surgery. They have been de-
scribed as “gatekeepers” whose sole
function is to control access to cer-
tain services.

At two recent professional con-
ferences I had opportunities to dis-
cuss these perceptions with other
professionals. T came to the realiza-
tion that the fundamental issue is
one of professional ethics. My dic-
tionary defines ethics as “ ... zhe
rules of conduct recognized in re-
spectio aparticular class ofhuman
actions: medicalethics. Moral prin-
ciples, as of an individual.”’

Throughout my education as a
therapist, there has been a guiding
principle: First, do no harm. The
difficulty inapplying this conviction
is how to determine what might be
harmful. Tt is crucial to protect and
support my client but equally im-
portant to maintain my credibility
and professional standards. Aswith
all ethical/moral situations, there is

by Roger E. Peo, Ph. D.

no single answer. Some would call
this situational ethics but I believe
that there have to be some underly-
ing standards that remain inviolate.
Most of us have such standards in
ourlives: honesty, integrityand char-
ity come to mind.

Most often the reason someone
goes to a clinician is because some
aspect of their life has become
unmanageable. The client has the
right to expect that the clinician has
experience and training which can
help intheir situation. Ifthe clinician
does not have the training, it is his/
her responsibility to either refer the
client or get appropriate consulta-
tions.

Even when the clinician has the
appropriate training, there can be a
conflict between what the clinician
believes to be in the best interest of
the client and what the client thinks
isbest. Ibelievethatitistheclinician’s
responsibility to communicate the
reasons why a particular approach
can be useful while not shutting out
the client’s reasoning. Honesty is
crucial here. To be honest, it is
important that clinicians clearly and
consciously understand their own
values so that they are not uninten-
tionally imposed on the client.

+ COUNSELING
* WORKSHOPS
* EDUCATION

P.O. Box 3445
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

Roger €. Peo, Ph.D.

BOARD CERTIFIED CLINICAL SEXQLOGIST

(914) 452-8405

For example, it has been sug-
gested that transgendered people
are a “special case” whose difficul-
ties are caused by society’s rigid
rules. All that is needed is some
hormones and surgery then every-
thing will be all right. Suppose that
were the case and further imagine
that following such surgery the
person’slife wasno better and might
be worse. Who would be blamed? 1
believethat the professionals would
be held accountable because they
are expected to act in ways that
prevent harm to their clients/pa-
tients.

What is the ethical clinician’s re-
sponsibility? I believe it has two
components: guidancecoupled with
restraint. In some ways, it is like a
guide hired for a safari. The guide
knowsthe territory and is supposed
to keep hisclients out ofdanger. For
this to work, the client has to trust
the guide. Without that, the client
will ignore the guide’s advice and
perhaps get into serious trouble.
Each safariis different, even whenit
coversthe*same” terrain. The guide
has to be flexible yet firm to get
everyone safely home.

GG

Youmay contact Dr, Peoat P.O. Box
3445; Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 or by
phone at (914) 452-8405, All communi-
cations are kept confidential.

This column may be reprinted in any
non-profit organization’s newsletter if
Dr. Peo’s name and address appear in the
reprinted version. Others must obtain
writien approval from Dr. Peo. Acopy of
such a reprint should be sent to Dr. Peo.
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Sacred Cows Make the Best Hamburger — A collection of 39 of
the best essays and editorials by JoAnn Roberts from the pages of LadylLike,
“’femme, ITS and Renaissance News. You'll find out why JoAnn is one of the
most respected writers in the TV/TS community. 100 pages for $12.00
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Who’s Who in the Transgendered
Community — Who is Billie Jean Jones
anyway? Where can 1 find large size shoes? Is
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| first annual Who's Who in the Transgendered

‘ Community, which includes * Bios of VIPs *
Detailed info on support groups * Where to
buy goods & services - List of counseling
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NEW! The Cross & The
Crossdresser
Have you struggled to reconcile your crossdressing with
spirituality? Have you wondered if Scripture can give you
any guidance? Have you wondered if you can be
transgendered and still be a good Christian? Ifyou answered
“Yes” to these questions, then you need to read this new
book by Vanessa S. Here are the answers and guidance
you’ve been looking forl Find out what Deuteronomy 22:5
really means, Vanessa gives you the benefit of her search
for reconciliation. Footnoted and amply referenced.
Available by October 1, 1993. Estimated price $12.00
postpaid. Pa. residents add 6% sales tax.

CDS, PO Box 61263, King of Prussia, PA 19406

Serving the transgendered community since 1985

COMING SOON in 1994

Identity Management for Transsexuals * Art & lllusion 3rd Edition - Video: Straight Dope on
Hormones * Video: Coping WIth Crossdressing * Video: Cosmetic Surgery
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(Elections - continued from page 1)

election so that means she gets the
job. About the sweeping up ... one
word: delegate.

Also unopposed for the
Secretary’s desk was Delaware
beauty Diane [JJiJ. Joanne

continues as Treasurer,
Michelle [JJJij will keep coming
up with meeting programs as Pro-
gram Director, (she refusesto orga-
nize another Holiday Party though)
and Maryann Kirkland assumes
the Outreach position.

Flash! This item just in! South
Jersey Chapter taken overinblood-
less coup by Delaware invaders.
Actually, the South Jersey Chapter
has elected Jackie and
Audrey Jayne as co-Chap-
ter Leaders. Stepping down are 93
co-leaders, Terri [ and Phil

Beth_ will continueto

count South Jersey’s cash as Trea-
surer and Linda will keep
on taking the minutes as Secretary.

Inaffiliate country, MOT Gleader
Terry M. tells us that the ruling
dynasty remains in power with no
leadership changes in the foresee-
able future.

We've left a message on the
Metropolitan Gender Network’s
voice mail system asking them to
get us more info on their group so

we can enlighten our readers and
I’msure we’llbe ableto giveyou the
facts soon.

The National Board of Directors
has shuffled positions with 1993’s
co-Director of Membership, Beth
Marshal ending up in the Manag-
ing Director’s chair. Alison Laing
exits as co-Director of Outreach to
become a Director at Large.
Maryann Kirkland steps in to
share Outreach with Angela
Gardner. Elsa continues
as Director of Membership and
Bonnie [ remainsNational Sec-
retary. Other Directors at Large are
JoAnn Roberts and Susan

2579 Huntingdon Pike
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006

947-7301
Beeper 618-4918

Private Appointments Available

PERMANENT
PROFESSIONAL

HAIR
REMOVAL

..because this
unwanted problem
could unnecessarily
last forever:

JOAN BENCAN
ELECTROLYSIS

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield

645-8618

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

CREATIVE PSYCHOTHERAPY

Theseus Counseling

Services

ASSOCIATES
BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGIST

Individual, Family, Marital, Divorce & Sexual Counseling

Judith D. Dean
Ed. D., M. Div., M.S.
Suite 110
53 Princeton-Hightsown Rd.

Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 (609)275+6556

ARI KANE, M.ED.
GENDER SPECIALIST
DIPLOMATE, AM. BD. SEXOLOGY

FOR NORTHERN i i
NEW ENGLAND BOSTON AREA
128 NESTERN AVE. 233 HARVARD ST.
SUITE 222 SUITE 307

ALIGLSTA, ME 04330

207-623-2327

BROOKLINE, MA 02146

MC/VISA ACCEPTED 6172774360
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by Angela Gardner

Last month I opened my column
with tales of my British vacation.
This month I open witha note from
Holly ] of the IFGE. Holly is
planning to attend EuroFantasia
from April 30thto May 7th of 1994
and before and after the big event
she is thinking of touring London
and the Continent. She is looking
for someone who would like to
travel around Europein a dress with
her. Well, not both of you in the
same dress. Each girl would have
her own — you know what I mean.

If you would like to be Holly’s
traveling companion get in touch
with her through the IFGE or drop
me a note and I will give you her
phone number.

MISS UNDERSTANDING

Thisisnot thefirst notel received
from Holly. Back at the beginning
of the year I mentioned in this col-
umn that T was surprised at getting
mail from the IFGE at my current
address—withmymalename. T have
no idea how they got this informa-
tion in their data base. I had once
subscribed to the Tapestry but that
was in my femme name and it was
sent to aP.O. Box in Havertown. I
can’t remember ever giving them
my real name and frankly I was
amazed that I was getting things in

that name at my current address.

In June I received that first note
from Holly. It came in the form of a
Xeroxed memo type thingee and
was titled, “How To Get Off Our
Mailing List.” Itseemed to be aimed
at crossdressers who have decided
to quit their hobby, purge all the
girlie stuff and cancel all that mail
from IFGE.

I meant toget around to thislong
ago but one thing led to another and
I just never got around to it til now.
I have no problem being on the
IFGE mailing list. Maybe what I
wrote in that long ago column was
unclear. (Sometimesthere’s aprob-
lem when I don’t time the medica-
tion correctly.) They can send me
things in any name they like, and I
believe them when they say may
name and address have been kept
inviolate and sacrosanct. Ijust don’t
understand how they got my real
name. Tome, this

No use in duplicating efforts in dis-
semination of Xeroxed memoranda.
Now is there?

TIMELY REMINDERS

OK, now I'm gonna smack a
Renaissance Chapter. Rightaround
the beginning of the month of No-
vember I got a mailing from the
LSV chapter. (It was in my proper
femme name and arrived at my own,
personal home address.) Inside the
envelope that was stamped by the
Post Office with the date 10/27/93
was mypersonal copy ofthe Lower
Susquehanna News, Volume 5,
Number 8, November 1993, Stuffed
in there was a cute little brochure
typethingee(today’sword: thingee!)
that I started to get excited about. A
show! A party! A costume event!
Actually, an outdated flyer for an
event that happened October 30th.
Come on girls, I was gonna write it

mystery has to

stand right up
there with who
built the Sphinx
face on Mars,
who’sresponsible
for those crop
circles, and how
can there be all
those cable chan-
nels and there’s
still nothing to
watch?

They might
wantto savealittle
cash and take me
off the list since,
afterall, I pickup
the Renaissance
mail and I get to
open it all up and
read it before I
give it to the
proper person,

6

WILDSIDE

TRANSFORMATIONS
BOUTIQUE AND @4
TV HOTEL
(AS SEEN ON THE
DONAHUE SHOW)

Home of the
Toronto
CrossDressers
Club

Call or write for
free brochures
Catalogue $10.00
plus $3.50 P&H
We accept Cdn.
or U.S. Funds

New address:

161 Gerrad St East
Toronto, Ontario
CANADA M5A 2E4
(416) 921-6112 2_4 Hrs
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up in the newsletter. [ was gonna
wear that thing I wore at Henri
David’s party again. (A girl’s gotta
get her moneys worth out of a
costume these days.)

Why didn’t you let me know
about this stuff earlier? It sounded
great. Theflyer saidit was, “A grand
Halloween pre-party with a theme
so unusual absolutely no one really
understandsit!” I don’t understand
why you even put it in the mail on
October 27th. Is it a Post Office
conspiracy? Were there disgruntled
postal workers in the area? Let’s
have a bitter letter to the editor for
next month's issue. I'll need that by
December 18th. OK?

EYE ON THE MEDIA

Actually, it’s eyes. The Renais-
sance News now brings you the
distillation of media mentionof cross-
dressing as sent in by our Renais-
sance Irregulars. ( A Sherlock
Holmes reference. We’re not say-
ing there’s anything odd about our
correspondents.) From farthest
afield comesthefollowingitemfrom
the Kuwait Times sent in by our
Kuwaiti correspondent, Billie.

The headline is “Transvestite
Priest For Senate.” Now, thereisn’t
a senate in Kuwait and the article
isn’t even about the Middle East.
The priestin questionis not a priest
in the Catholic church. Nope, not
Russian Orthodox either. Father
Miguel de Oxum is my kind of
priest. He hasa drag personanamed
La Miguela (another Michelle) and
he runs a gay bar in Montevideo,
Uruguay. He is a priest in the
Umbanda cult, an Afro-Latin type
thingee(11!)that probably has some-
thing to do with drums, dancing in
body paint, and live chickens. Noth-
ing wrong with that. Sounds like a
night in New York City.

FatherMiguelhasbeen picked to
run for a Senate seat in next year’s
election by the Progressive Repub-
lican Party. The article says that
most members of the party are
former policemen, military men and
homosexuals.

Think of it! A Republican Sena-
tor, a priest and a businessman.
How prestigious can you get? 1
knew the seasons were reversed
south of the equator but it seems
otherthings arekind ofupside down
too. How many Republican Sena-
tors in North America do drag in
gay bars? Guess we’ll have to hear
from our Washington correspon-
dent before we can give you an
accurate count. (I only know of
four.) '

By the way Billie, Michelle[Jj
is the Tapestry cover girl. I'm on
page 25 of Issue #17 of Ladylike.

WHY DO THEY CALL
THOSE ISLANDS

VIRGIN?

The next item on our world tour
ofclippingscomes fromfarthernorth
than Uruguay, in the lovely Carib-
bean, mon. My friend Jayne has
been relaxing in the Virgin Islands
and she sent a clipping from their
local paper, The Island Trader. It
tellsusthat Henkell Trocken Cham-
pagne presented the Queen Briee
Revue at a bar called Wet Willy’s.
Willy’s went so far as to air condi-
tion the back room so the local and
imported drag queensdidn’t lose all
their makeup through sweat loss.

Since the show wasopening right
around Halloween they had a cos-
tume contest with big prizes. Grand
prize was a trip to Puerto Rico.
(Kind oflikeacommuterflight from
Philly to New York.) The ad in the

"

Trader and the article also make a
point of saying that special security
will be on hand nightly. It doesn’t
say who security would be protect-
ing. The audience, the performers?
Both? If you want to know or if
you’retakingaholidayin St. Thomas
and would like to drop in for some
of their future shows (If you’ve got
the air conditioning you gottauseit)
then you can call Wet Willy’s at
774-8769. That’s area code 809.

BIG TIME MEDIA

BethMarshal, whoisn’t onvaca-
tion, although she does travel a lot,
(Fooled ya. [ replaced the parenthe-
sis with commas.) sent us two clip-
pings from the top of the heap in
journalism. First was a rather large
review from the August 30th New
York Times. Itdon’t get any bigger.
The review was of “The Opposite
Sex Is Neither” by none other than
home town girl made good, Kate
Bomnstein. Several of the Renais-
sance GPC girls caught Kate’s one
woman show when she appeared
hereinPhiladelphia. I sawawriteup
about the show when I'was in Lon-
don and now she’s off Broadway in
New York. Actually I think it was
off Broadway first since thisreview
is from August. She was in London
while I was there but unfortunately
I didn’t get in touch.

Inany event, the Times review is
very favorable and at the end they
say Kate should have her own tele-
visionshow. WritetoNBC. They’re
looking for someone to take over
Later from Bob Costas. I think it
would be refreshing if the host was
transgendered and the guests were
just plain folks. Good luck Kate.
(Ms. Bornstein was a founding
member of Renaissance.)

Beth’s second clipping comes
from The Wall Street Journal. Now
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thisis the kind of stuffTwant to see.
We're not talking World Weekly
News here.

The Journal article is about the
“gay” Ken doll. His real name is
Earring MagicKen and the Journal
reports he’s so hot that retailers are
marking him up six to thirteen dol-
larsmorethan EarringMagic Barbie.
This particular Ken has an earring,
faux leather vest, lavender mesh
shirt with rolled up sleeves, black
pants and a two tone hairdo. Mattel
won’t admit that the doll is aimed at
a gay market but they do say they
don’t mind and are rather happy if
gay guys find something to enjoy in
Mattel products.

Bethat asit may, I think I'll stick
with Earring Magic Barbie. I just
love to put her into those little fish
nets and pumps.

RETURN OF THE CD

SOLDIER

We've mentioned the fact that
soldiers in the Middle East have
been crossdressing to sneak up on
theenemy. Terr] ofthe South
Jersey Chapter sent in a clipping
from the Courier Post that shows
just how good at being feminine
these soldiers can be. Remember
when camouflage waswearing some
bumt cork and leafy branches?

The President of Israel was tour-
ing the West Bankback in July when
he came upon an Arab woman cra-
dling her baby. Aw, you guessed.
The doting momma was a male
Israeli soldierundercover. ThePresi-
dent said he had to knock on the
babies head to convince himself it
was a doll. The President is quoted
assaying, “Hey, warcanbeadrag.”

Maybe this kind of thing is the
real reason they decided to sign a
peace treaty. After trying to meet
women for years and always ending
up with an Israeli soldier in drag
they’re probably ready for anything.

TRANSGENDERED

SUPER HERO

There is a male character in the
SF series “Wild Cards” who hasthe
virus and drug induced ability to
transform himself into a beautiful,
female, martial arts expert named
Moon Child. I don’t know who
came first but she sounds a little bit
like the Japanese cartoon hero
Ranma LikeMoon Child, Ranmais
amale martial arts expert. When he
gets wet with cold water he be-
comesabeautiful girl. It seems most
of the stories involve Ranma trying
to avoid fountains, ice water and
sudden downpours. It takes hot
water to turn her back into a man.

Guess that leaves out any dates for
the female Ranma that involve hot
tubs.

Ranma 1/2 is out in the States as
a graphic novel and it’s also avail-
able in seven separate issues all
made available by VizCommunica-
tions of San Francisco. Borders
could probably order it for you.

Michelle who sent in the
Ranma info also included a clip
about the crossdressing Ferengi on
“Deep Space Nine.” Her name is
Pel and she, in disregard for strict
Ferengi laws, puts on clothing (fe-
male Ferengi don’t wear any) and
uses prosthesis to make herself pass

- as a male. She keeps her prosthesis

and a spare pairunder her bed. Pel’s
falsies are ears. Males have large,
sensitive earsbut femaleshavemuch
smaller auditory organs.

The interview with the actress
who playsPel appeared in the Daily
News on November first. Hername
is Helene Udy and she is featured
regularly with alittle lessmakeupon
“Doctor Quinn, Medicine Woman”
as a prostitute. Well, Ferengi ...
prostitute. Not much difference re-
ally. The show was not bad. Quark,
theregular Ferengi on“Deep Space
Nine” teams up with Pel to boost
profits and then there’s this strange
attraction. Wally Shawn is great as
the Grand Nagis and the door isleft

Appointment Only

FREE CONSULTATION
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E. Stroudsburg, PA

ELECTROLYSIS BY LISA

PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL
DISPOSABLE PROBES

LISA M.CAPORASO

717-223-9321

BARBARA ANDERSON, M.S.W., PH.D.
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CERTIFIED SEX THERAPIST
INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES, GROUPS

315 HAWTHORNE AVE.

(609) 795-9095

HADDONFIELD, NJ 08033
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open at the end of the show for the
Pelcharacter toreturn. It’llno doubt
re-run before the end of the season
so keep checking yourlocal listings.

MORETVSON TV

Ilovethe JohnLaroquette Show.
That means it probably won’t be
around too long so, again, check
your listings and tune in.

OnNovember 26th’s show John
was worried that he may be gay. He
used to drink quite heavily and a gay
man came into the bus station John
manages and told him they had sex
in Chicago while John was very
drunk. To try to prove his manhood
and hetero-ness John goes into the
bar and vows to pick up and have
sex withthe nextwoman he sees. Of
course she turns out to be the resi-
dent crossdresser onthe Laroquette
Show. Teddy, for that is her name,
tells John that she takes it as a great
compliment thathethoughtshe was
asexy woman. He tells her that “his
friend” hasa problemand he has to
find out if he’s gay. The friend that
is. Teddy gives John some good
advise and is next seen in another
scene with the two cops from the
show. The male cop has his zipper
stuck in the down position and
doesn’t know what to do. Teddy
strutsby, seestheproblemand solves
itby movingthe cops’ holster around

to cover his zipper. When he tells
her how great this solution is she
says, “Accessories are all impor-
tant.”

Let’s hope the Laroquette show
will be around for a long time and
that other shows will start giving
more exposure to positive trans-
gendered characters,

BIG FOOT STOLE MY
PUMPS

Ifound this one inthe Premier, an
entertainment section putout by the
Bucks County Courier Times. One
of the stories in the November 4th
edition is about how in San Fran-
cisco (if they’d done more research
they’d find more places than that)
some Bay Area merchants have
started marketing theirfemale shoes
tomen. It seemsthestoresstarted to
notice that more men were coming
in, especially around Halloween and
buying women’sshoes. Thishasled
them to gear up a whole marketing
campaign for men. See girls, I keep
telling you merchants don’t care
who buys the stuff as long as they
get the cash.

One store owner claimed that
they hadto shortentheheelsontheir
pumpsfromsixinchesto fourinches
cause the guys couldn’t handle it.
Wimps! They should have seen my

waitresses at the IFGE Convention
Casino Night. They could do it —
why not guysin San Francisco? The
article asked the store owner why
the big guys wanted such high heels
anyway? He promptly replied, “It
makestheir legs look firmer and just
the extreme fun of'it.”

Who can arguewiththat? Ifyou’re
in the City by the Bay and you want
to shop for shoes up to size 16 visit
Adler’s Shoes, McB’s Shoes (they
have a privateareainthestock room
where you cantry shoes on), Rolo,
or Undercover. There is also Foxy
Lady clothing in the Mission Dis-
trictand they sell lingerie for guys as
well.

San Francisco is almost as en-
lightened as Montivideo! Vaya con
Dios muchachas! Pass me that
chicken will ya.

OPEN 24 HOURS
Informal Brunch " 3
Relaxed With A W &
Dining View a
Large Selection
René of Paris, Henry Margu, Fva Gabor
and more.
Call for appointment
(215) 446-0799
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Renaissance Bookstore; A Movable Feast

by Angela Gardner

Our fullnameis The Renaissance Education Associa-
tion, Incorporated. That means that we’re here to help
people learn more about the transgendered human
condition. One of the ways we work to get people
information is by assembling and making available the
materials in the Renaissance Library.(In addition to
books we are working on getting the periodicals
cataloged and getting clippings organized so they will be
available to the public.)

Another way that we work to spread information to

ismost oftenavailable at the GPC meetings but contact
Beth through our National phone to find out when she
is planning a visit to your Chapter. Or, make your
Chapter Leader work a little and have her contact Beth
to make an appointment for a Bookstore visit.

By purchasing books, magazines and videos at the
Renaissance Bookstore you are not only getting some-
thing you want, you are helping Renaissance and in
most cases, getting the best price. See you at the
Bookstore!

the masses is through the Renaissance Bookstore.
Unlike the Library which is housed at and only available
at the Greater Philadelphia Chapter meeting site, the
Renaissance Bookstore goes on the road from time to
time. Under the management of Beth Marshal the book
store hasbecomea self supporting arm of our Education
Association. Each month Beth packs up thirty three
magazines, thirty one books, and seven videos. Add in
current and back issues of the Renaissance News plus
ourofficial background papersand you have quiteaload
of information touring the chapters and affiliates.

Due to the amount of work involved the bookstore

NEED A BACK ISSUE?

Selected back issues of the Renaissance News are
now available for $2.00 per copy. Send requests for
specificissues toRenaissance, P.O. Box 60552, King
of Prussia, PA, 19406. Attn: Beth Marshal. Include a
check for $2.00 per issue ordered plus another fifty
two cents foreach issue to cover postage. Ifthe issue
you have ordered is not available we will send your
check back. You may also ask Beth in person about
specific availability if you attend one of our meetings.

CDS Premium Videos

CDS is committed to producing only the highest quality VHS videos
for the transgendered community and that's a guarantee.
Here's the lineup for 1994.

* NEW * The Straight Dope on Hormones — Delia VanMaris, M.D., provides you with the
essential basic information you need about the effects of taking hormones. (Order VCD1) * NEW ¢
Cosmetic Surgery Options — This video with Dr. Delia VanMaris discusses the most common
cosmetic surgeries and what effects you may expect. (Order VCD2) * NEW * Coping With
Crossdressing: the video — Three couples candidly discuss their relationships and how they
cope with crossdressing. (Order VCC1) » Speaking As A Woman™ — Alison Laing’s most
requested voice workshop. (Order VCA1) « What Is Femininity? — Alison Laing takes you
through the construction of a feminine persona. (Order VCA2). » LadyLike™ Deportment—
Noted columnist, Paula Jordan Sinclair, teaches proper feminine grace and poise when standing,
walking, sitting and other social situations. (Order VCP1) » Art & Illusion™ Tricks & Tips —
Here are ideas you just won’t find anywhere else. Based on the popular workshop presented by
JoAnn Roberts. (Order VCJ1) « Basic Makeup Application — JoAnn Roberts lets you look
over her shoulder during a complete makeup application. (Order VCJ2).

All videos: $40, plus $3 s&h. Ask your local vendor about CDS videos, or contact
CDS directly at PO Box 61263, King of Prussia, PA 19406 — 215+°640°9449
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Fantasia Fair

Sponsored by the Outreach Institute of Gender Studies
Office of the Chair, P.O.Box 941, Southeastern, PA 19399-0941

For Immediate Release: November 1, 1993

Southeastern, PA
Fantasia Fair Restructures Administration and Schedule

At the closing 1993 Fantasia Fair Awards Banquet, Saturday evening October 23, in Provincetown, Massachusetts,

Alison Laing, Fantasia Fair Manager and Chair of the Outreach Institute Board of Directors, announced several
changes in the plans and opcrations of the Fair for 1994,

The 1994 Fair (its 20th Anniversary!) will be held from Sunday, October 16 to Sunday, October 23. This is a
decrease from the 10 days/9 evenings of the past to 8 days/7 evenings to reduce the cost to the participants.
According to Laing, all major Fair activities are retained. Additionally, participants may arrive earlier and/or
stay later by making their own arrangements with the various inns. '

Also announced was a new Fair Administration by a group calling themselves “Friends of Fantasia Fair”
Members of this group have assumed full responsibility for the registration, financial management, planning,
promotion and marketing of Fantasia Fair. Ariadne Kane, Executive Director of the Outreach Institute, retains
overview and some programing responsibilities of the Fair. Her responsibilities as Editor/Publisher of the
Journal of Gender Studies, coordinator/implementer of the Outreach Institute’s GARP (Gender Attitude
Reassessment Program), and professional liaison activities remain unchanged

The new Fair Administration group is: Alison Laing, Fantasia Fair Director; Weslee | Registrar and lodging
coordinator; Marsha -, treasurer; Dotty Laing, Lunch and Banquet coordinator; and a
Markering/Publications team of Christine Howey, Dallas Denny and Janet Green. Niela Miller, Mariette Pathy

Allen and Abby ] serve in advisory positions.
Several special events are planned to celebrate the 20th Anniversary. There will be a “Thank You, Provincetown,
for 20 Years” banquet, and a special Reunion brunch for returning Fair “veterans.” Literally dozens of current and
past Fair participants have volunteered to assist in the 1994 Fair planning and implementation.
For more information contact: Alison Laing, FF94 Director, P.O. Box 941, Southeaster, PA 19399-0941

- More-

Participating Renaissance members at the 1993 Rair included Alison Laing and spouse Dotty, Emily Sheldon,
Bonnic-, Joanne -, Lisa Martin, Susan S., Andrea Susan and Dallas Denny.



Renaissance News, Vol. 7, No. 12

“A real Christian is the person who can
give his pet parrot to the town gossip.”
- w- o
Hey kids, what time is it? Yeah, it's that
time, the Holiday season, a good excuse
to get out those sequins and beads.
Check out the gold and silver glitter
pantyhose from Victoria’s Secret. Every
time | call in an order, they give me the
current sales spiel, even if that means
three bras for the price of two. Hey,
they're not stupid. My money isas good

as the next girls’.

- - - -

Love that RED nail polish but hate the
stains it leaves behind? Try these tricks
— buff nails smooth before applying any
color—coat with a clear polish first or
use aneutral base coat, then apply color.
Ifyou still have stains, after removing the
polish, soak nails in undiluted Hydrogen
Peroxide for one minute, massage cuticle
oil into nails.

- - - -
Sometimes to “glam-up” my makeup, I'll
add a glimmer of gold lipgloss to my lip
color. Maybelline eliminates that extra
step with their new Mono-Tri Part Lip-
stick (ca. $4.50). Try rich-red with gold
or mauve-chocolate with silver.

- - - -

Speaking of Maybelline, the one staple
cosmetic that 98 percent of women use
almost daily is mascara. Mascara-like
products date back tothe Egyptians and
the pyramids. But mascara as we know
it was invented by a man, T. L. Williams,
in 1917. He named the product after his
sister, Mabel, creating—you guessed it
—Maybelline. Still the most popular
mascara after all these years is
Maybelline’s Great Lash Mascara in the
green and pink tube.

I've touted the usefulness of loose pow-
ders for some time now. Many makeup
artists have recently discovered yellow-
tinted powders to tone-down ruddy
skin. But finding yellow powders has
been difficult. . . until now. Yellow pow-
ders are available from Bobbi Brown Es-

sentials, M.A.C. C-Series, Estée Lauder
Champagne, and Il Makiage Camovfiage.

- = = =
Powders are it this month. Here's another
trick with loose powders. Use it as a
blush. Most crossdressers and women
haven't the foggiest notion of how to
comectly apply ©lush and the look this
season is subtle, not bright. Lea Siegel,
makeup artist for Glamourmagazine uses
loose powder for dark skin tones as a
very subtle blush. The powder blends
better and the color range is much
broader.

- - o &

Last time | gave out an “800" number it
tured out to be a Navy Base Exchange
(Excuse me, doyou have any ladies suits
in blue serge?) But, let's try another. Fash-
ion Bug Plus sells women's sizes from 14
to 28 and they've upgraded their image
of late. These clothes look very nice for
minimal cost. Call 800-FB-FITS-U for info.
That's 800-323-4878.

- = W
Eyeshadow usage rules are pretty simple:
anything goes except blue eyeshadow.
™ itone problem withall color is that they

fade and crease due to oils from your
eyelids. The very latest shadows contain
oil absorbing ingredients to eliminate
creasing. Check out Clinique’s Beyond
Shadow, Lancéme’s Maquiriche Creme
Powder Eyecolour, Revion’s Day Into
Night Shadow Stick, or Ultima !I’s
Eyesexxxy. Your other option is ashadow
base that does the same thing then use
your own shadow over the base. Try
Ultima II's fade Not Crease Not Eye-
shadow Base.

- - - -
Well, it's a short column this month ‘cause
it's Christmas and all and the editrix says
this is my vacation. (Hal) Anyway, to
clean up a few loose ends from past
QwikiQwizzes: Alan Arkin played In-
spector Clouseau in the eponymous
movie, and the term "transsexual” was
coined in 1949 by David O. Cauldwell
writing in Sexology. Have a wonderful
Holiday season. Stay frosty!

- - - -
Copyright 1993 by Creative Design Ser-
vices. All rights reserved. Opinions ex-
pressed are those of the author. If you
don’t like them, write your own column.

IMAGE CONSULTANT

r(@- :. 55 @?ﬁ rJJ

* Make-up Application
and Lessons

* Wardrobe Consultation
and Evaluation

By Appointment:

* Dressing Sessions
* Shopping Services

& Feminine Image

Transformation

My service is a unigue combined approach of
professional adviser/consultant and sensitive caring
friend. It is provided for the serious client only, in a
comjortable, discreet atmosphere on an individual basis. Working
together we can create and refine the feminine image you desire.

215-635-TVS8

1657 THE FAIRWAY * SUITE 190 » JENKINTOWN, PA 19046

(Suburban Philadelphia)
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by Brenda Davi

by Dina Amberle
Guest Columnist

After my last stint as guest columnist for Visa Vis I
didn’t think they’d ask me back again. But like a bad
penny — and all the group newsletters from around the
globe — I just keep turning up. I’'m sure I speak for all
of us —especially our Editor-in-Chief Angela —when [
wish Brenda Davidson a speedy return to this column.
So let me sharpenup my skewer and get right into our
first item...

DISEASE...OR NOT DISEASE... THAT

IS THE QUESTION

Whenever an artificial body of authority (like gov-
ernment) getsinvolvedin people’slives, strange things
are bound to happen. The Gender Identity Center
Journal from Denver carried an editorial by Pamela B.
dealing with Sex Reassignment Surgery and the new
health care proposal by the Clinton Administration. As
many of us are aware, there has been a move afoot in
our community to have our “condition” removed from
the DSM-IIIR which lists it as some sort of dysfunction.
After all, who of us considers themselves to have a
medical/psychological problem because we like to
crossdress?

Well, Pamela B. points out thatby“de-pathologizing”
transgenderism, particularly transsexualism, we are
shooting ourselves in the high-hecled foot because
without government and medical establishment certifi-
cation that we are “sick,” SRS will not be covered by
the new healthcare plan. Yousee, it seems simple to say
that we aren’t medically dysfunctional until Uncle Sam
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starts drawing lines about what they’ll pay for — and
what they won’t.

Most garden variety crossdressers who would never
consider SRSin their plans steadfastly support the idea
that transgenderism is not a sickness. Pamela B. how-
ever goes on record by saying that she has a “disease”
called transsexualism. Sheuses the word literally point-
ing out that being a female trapped inthe body ofaman
is, in fact, astate of dis-ease, of*‘not feeling healthy, not
feeling like oneself” She goes on to say that the
condition is similar to a birth defect.

In a perfect world, transgenderism, no matter of
what stripe, would not be a disease, or even on a par
with the common cold. But we do not live in a perfect
world. Welive in a world where things cost money and
we have institutions to make rules about even subjec-
tive topics like who is sick and who isn’t sick. And we
find ourselves reading and writing about whether we
arein an afflicted group that needs treatment and, more
importantly, whois goingto help pay for thattreatment.

As with so many things that govenment gets in-
volved in, labels become important and debates about
assigning thelabels often obscure the underlying issue.
Most of us don't consider ourselves diseased and we
object to the designation by the institutions whose job
it is to affix those labels. Does it really matter to us
whether the government or the AMA or whoever 1t is
who rides herd over the DSM-IIIR refers to us as
“sick?” Should weroll over on the issue so that our TS
sisters canget the coveragethey seek? Orfight onanew
front to have SRS covered even if it isn’t treating a
“disease?” And one more thought: each of us whether
closet queen, active crossdresser, or full-fledged trans-
sexual isa taxpayer and we must all think about how and
why the government gets involved in medical issues —
and who ultimately pays the bills.

WHITHER THE SUPPORT GROUPS?

Cyndifjjjjij of the LA-based CHIC Diary wrotean
interesting piece about the state of TV support groups.
Her hypothesis was that, in an age of increasing
mainstream acceptance of crossdressing, the tradi-
tional “support” groups may be a bit old-fashioned.

The support groups, she writes, became so success-
ful during the eighties that many formerly bashful
crossdressers leamed how to step outside and enjoy
public activities. The groups themselves, however,
maintain a certain closeted-ness that some members
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may have outgrown. The groups may merely be larger
closets — offering some freedom for beginners but not
enough dynamism for the “graduates” who move out
on their own once they have learned the joys of amore
public existence.

Cyndiasks “What is the mission of TV social clubs?”
How can the groups keep the more experienced mem-
bers interested and still serve the needs of the beginners
or those who don’t get a chance to get out as much and
rely on the group meetings and socials as their only
venue for crossdressing out of the home? Although she
doesn’t address this questiondirectly, one can also ask
about the future of the groups in an age where cross-
dressing is being appropriated by the fashion and
entertainment world and the public at large has been
familiarized with the concept of the heterosexual male
who crossdresses as a means of self-expression.

If we ever get to a point where the existence of
transgendered support groups is completely unneces-
sary thenwecan say that society hasindeed comealong
way, baby.

DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL?

Jacqueline Richter has an insightful article in the Chi
Tribune of the Chicago Chi Chapter of Tri-Ess. It deals
withintegrating cultural minoritiesinto the mainstream
culture. It’s been accepted belief that integration is
preferable to segregation when it comes to minority
groups but Jacqueline points out that integration may
wipe out theinteresting facetsoftheseminority cultures
as they blend into the vast whitebread of majority
society.

Now before you get to thinking that Jacqueline is
some kind of racist or bigot, let me defend her point by
sayingthat she defends equality foreveryoneinthelegal
sphere but is dismayed at the prospect of losing the
unique sub-cultures of certain groupsin their mad dash
to prove that they are “no different from the majority
culture.”

In particular, she wonders if we really want to
homogenize the transgendered culture by denying that
we have any “differentness” from “regular’’ people. She
thinks we can gain strength from identifying those
things that separate us from the mainstream. The
emphasis on “passing” will only make us invisible to
society in general: “Don’t ask, Don’t tell.”

Most minority groups take pride in their own cul-
tures and use that as a source of strength and base from
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YOU ARE NOT ALONE!
Retail and Mail Order Specialists Spanning the Globe !

Vernon’s Specialties, Inc.

'/: TV/TS PROFESSIONALS

# Clothing - Regular & Full Figure 0 32: 52

® Leather & Latex Clothing & Acccssorics

# Commietics & Professional Makeup Lessons
 Shoes & Boots - Size 4 - |4AWW/Heels o 6

® Men's Swimwear, Workout Gear, Resort Wear

© Basics to Exotic Lingerie for Women & Men

® Corsctry - Wigs - Jewelry - Hosicry - Breast Forma
# Videoa, Books, Magazines, Marital Aido/Novelties

W siock everything ad o creale e ullimate in fewininity
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Catering To All Lifestyles
Send §20.00 (U.S. Funds) for latest Catalogs & Newsletiers
*Visa, MasterCard, Postal & Bank Money Orders accepled.
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wr Special Asgistance & Privatz Appoiniments - Anytime
38648 Moody St., Waltham, MA (2154-5260 (617) 894-1744
*For Visa & Master Card Orders only call 1-800-227-0605

The Gender Journey

A small-group exploration of the various
stages in the life of a crossdresser, with
implications for personal identity and human
relationships.

Held atthe Wayne Counseling Center(where
Renaissance Gr. Phila. meets) with Dr. Lee
Etscovitz, Renaissance National Librarian,
former Professor of Human Behavior at
Drexel University, and currently Director of
Human Dimensions, an organization
specializing in gender education.

$25 perperson pertwo-hour session. Meeting
times flexibly arranged. Write: Human
Dimensions, PO Box 471, Willow Grove, PA
19090 or call 215-657-1560.

Confidentiality Assured
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which to fight for their rights. By trying to be invisible
to mainstream society and minimize our differences
with the general population, we are weakening our
power base and keeping our identity hidden, making it
easier for society to ignore us.

Some of us may never want to march in a colorful
transgendered rights parade but Jacqueline outlines an
interesting counterpoint to the usual approach to pre-
senting transgenderismto the general population —and
I think she may have the better idea.

PCINNYC

Our sisters at the Metro Gender Network in New
York City (they are a Renaissance affiliate group) had
adraft letterto the Canada Dry Company protesting its
commercial where they make ajoking referenceto “all
the women who used to be men.” The voices in the
chorus then sing in a faltering falsetto.

The author of the letter writes indignantly that it is
insulting to members of “the gender community.” He/
she (isthat offensiveto the gender community?) threat-
ens a boycott unless some apology is tendered by the
company.

Well, I understand the point they are trying to make
but, really, can’t we have a sense of humor about
ourselves? Must we or any group - protest every
harmless reference that doesn’t contain unqualified
praise? Lighten up, girls.

WE ARE NOT ALONE

Althoughit’sfun to poke holes in some of the stuffed
shirts at the other groups around the country, we do
share some things in common with these other groups.

The “Serenity” newsletter out of Hollywood FL
takes the time to address some issues that are familiar
to our group. One author mentioned the de-emphasis
of “support” in favor of a purely social meeting; that
new members and first-time visitors were being “aban-
doned” and called for a “Big Sister” program to help
new people; that rap groups should be encouraged; and
that “cliques” of people were hurting the sense of
communityat themeetings. The Metro-Gender girlsup
in N'YC mentioned the same type of problems and the
importance of welcoming new members.

Boulton & Park Society’s “Gender Euphoria” (now
there’s atitle!) newsletter carried an article dealing with
the plans for the Texas T-Party which they host each
year. Apparently, theyhad a hotel all booked when the
management came back and told them they had “over-
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booked” and there wouldn’t be enough space forthe T-
Party guests That’s familiar to us here because it
happened to the Renaissance Holiday party two years
ina row. Honest mistakes do happen but one wonders
if perhaps these managements feel that we can be
pushed around.

IF IT’S TUESDAY, THIS MUST BE...

The Gender Identity Center in Denver has a new .
schedule that features five meetings ... a week! They
have separate meetings for full-fledged transsexuals,
those in transition, your average crossdresser, an open
discussion night, and something for those they call “the
seekers” — who may be members confused about their
gender orientation — or perhaps about what night their
meeting is supposed to be.

It’s an impressive lineup and they are rightly proud
of their strength to feel the need for separate nights for
the disparate elements of their membership.

On reading thisannouncement in their GIC Journal,
I had one burning question: at Renaissance meetings,
the job of sweeping up after our once amonth meetings
falls on our Managing Director. Who, I wonder,
sweeps up five nights a week at GIC?

(Bashing - continued from page 1)

Megan denied her chapter sisters their right of due
process. Indeed, from my subsequent conversations
with several chapter members, it is clear that it was
never the member’s intent to create an adversarial
position between Alpha Omega and Tri-Ess. They
thought they were voting to seek Tri-Ess approval of
transsexual’s membership, and were quite disturbed
when Megan reported in their newsletter not only that
the chapter had voted to admit transsexuals to full
membership, but that the club had taken its first step
toward autonomy!

Statement #2 —“It was then decided by the group(?)
from the influence of a few (?) that the vote was anti-
constitutional and declared null and void.”

The truth — Let’s pass over the wrter’s evident
opinion that a vote pushed by one is somehow more
appropriate than areversal pushed by “afew.” A glance
at the above passage fromthe Alpha Omega Constitu-
tion sufficesto show that the first vote wasunconstitu-
tional. Given time to consider its implications, the
members simply changed their minds and reversed it;
about what one can expect from people denied due
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process. Jennifer herself, not consulted by Megan but
horrified by what her sisters wereabout to do, protested
that she had no intent to pull Alpha Omega out of the
Tri-Ess family. At its June 12 meeting a motion was
passed that all officers pledge to uphold the Constitu-
tions of Alpha Omega and Tri-Ess. The implications of
that action are obvious!

Statement#3 —“All thistime Meganistryingtowake
up Jane Ellen Fairfax, the Tri-Ess head-fez ... Megan
has yet to receive a reply from Jane Ellen.”

The truth — Carol Beecroft, our Executive Director,
and I each supervise half the departments of Tri-Ess.
Neither of us is “head-fez” We work as a team. The
allegation that I neglected to reply to Megan’s letter is
simply not true. The factis, Megan mailed her first letter
to the wrong address. There was no excusefor this; she
has easy access to my mailing address. On June 5, 1
received my first communication fromMegan, apomp-
ous, accusatory letter dripping with crocodile tears for
Jennifer. (How quickly those tears dried up when she
found she could not use Jennifer to foist her private
agenda off on the chapter!) Suspecting that the mem-
bers of Alpha Omega had had no input into Megan’s
rude letter, I“took my case directly to the people.” My
interpretation proved correct. The sisters of Alpha
Omega sent me a beautiful good will note, and passed
a policy requiring the chapter leadership to review all
letters before they are sent out in the chapter’s name.
Not only have I communicated closely with Alpha
Omega, so has Donna Marie, the Regional Coordina-
tor. In her letter, she suggested ways to solve the
transsexual issue without creating an adversarial rela-
tionship with Tri-Ess. Although the tone of her letter
was friendly, she did state the consequences of willful
disregard of the Constitution and Bylaws, and of
misconduct inoffice. Megan interpreted this as “threats
and innuendoes.” But consequences are threatening
only to those doing wrong.

Now, ordinarily I donot respond to personal attacks
or destructive criticism of Tri-Ess. I have come, how-
ever, to cherish the deepening friendship between
Renaissance and Tri-Ess, and would not see it snuffed
aborning. Out of concern for this wonderful friendship,
I could not let these unfounded remarks pass
unchallenged.

With the writer of “Vis-a-Vis” I would share these
thoughts: Even if you must use crossgender support
organizations as pinatas, youowe your readership afair
investigation of the facts. Talk with all sides, then flail

away if you must. But please sign your name to your
articles. Beforeyouattack, though, ask yourself, “What
good do I hope to accomplish with my words? What
effect will they have on acommunity already prostrate
under the blows of divisiveness?” The right to disagree
is a hallmark of freedom. But a sister’s thoughts and
feelings are not “drivel.” There can never be a real
crossgender community without mutual respect. I
understand just how you feel” — those empathic words
can end the strife that keeps us apart. Try them; they
work! You may find that planting rose-gardens of
friendship is more fun than breaking pinatas.

Call-& Leave a
message or
call and listen
to other TVs
just like youl!

Ladylike Chat Line

$1.95 per min.
18 or over * Touch Tone Onl

Ladlylike Chat Line is a service of Ladylike Magazineg in conjunction with
Strictly Speaking Publishing Co., PO Box 8006, Palm Springs, CA 92263
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Lady Reflexologist/Aroma Therapist

Will make you feel and look great!
Beauty — Health — Relaxation
Natural facials, foot massage,

scalp massage, bodissage

Powerful Fragrant Essential Qils
Boost circulation
Improve immune system
Calm nervous system
Alleviate painful feet

The Natural Way 215-734-2304

Since 1969!

Lee's Mardi Gras Ent., Inc.

Lee G. Brewster, President

Bookstore

565 10th Ave., 2nd Floor
New York, N.Y. 10036

Boutique

400 W. 14th St., 3rd fl
New York, N.Y. 10014

Both Stores Open Monday through Saturday!

Hours: 12 noon - 6 pm
(212) 947-7773

Hours: 11:30 - 6:30 pm
(212) 645-1888

“— Electrolysis. I've been through it.
I can help you through it.”

Jenell A. Ashlie

professional electrolysis

Call for appointment

Romanin's g{ﬂyme SBouts,
5215 West Ghester %w
Hewtoen Squore, FEE 19023

Murray D. Gegner, Ph.D.
BOARD CERTIFIED SEX THERAPIST
CERTIFIED ALCOHOLISM THERAPIST

LICENSED MARITAL — FAMILY THERAPIST
210 N. RUMSON AVENUE
HOURS MARGATE, NJ 08402
609-822-6571

FY APPOINTMENT

365 Rural Ave. @%f@[m Chuesen Ggﬁme and | %
Chester, Pa. 19013 215-872-2001 (215) 3250177 Sties Sloaiitable
SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448
AB COUNSELING

Wig Service Shop

Specializing in the Sales and Service
of all Human & Synthetic Pieces

Barclay Towers
1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat.
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How do you find out what’s new, cute, in style or
affordable? My solution is magazine subscriptions.
Thereareseveral reason’swhy subscriptionsare useful.

First off, the subscription rate is usually about one
half the newsstand price and secondly, it’s convenient
to have it arrive in your mailbox each month. The big
bonus of magazines, especially if you are on a budget,
is the coupons. I can’t begin to tell you how many
lipsticks, perfumes, pantyhose and other things I get in
the mail each month. It’s fun to get new things mailed
right to your door and mostly for the cost of a twenty
nine cent stamp.

If you want to give it a try, browse your newsstand
and scan through some of the magazines. See which
ones you like. Most ofthem have a loose card inside to
orderasubscription. Eitherbuythe magazineorfind the
loose card and send it in.

One of my favorite magazines is Mademoiselle. A
twelve issue subscription is only twelve dollars. It’sa
real bargain with good articles and many good cou-
pons. You can order it by sending $12.00 to

Mademoiselle
PO Box 51611
Boulder, Colorado, 80321-1611

Speaking of bargains ... where can you get low-cost
shoes at reasonable prices? One good source for shoes
is Lane Bryant. I just received a sale catalog and they

For that one of a kind dress,
Jor the once in a while woman...

Sewing by
The Occasional Woman
custom creations costumes=alterations

LORRAINE ANDERSON 21535240248
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have some really cute shoes and boots in sizes up to
thirteen startingat $17.99. Remember, ladies shoe sizes
usuallyrunabout two sizeslargerthanmen’ssizes. [Ed.
Note: I have found it to only be one size up but my foot
is fairly narrow— A.G.) They also have nice bargains in
other departments including good foundation gar-
ments and lingerie. I don’t particularly care for their
clothing (I think it all tends to be like a tent without
shape)but the other things are good and as closeas your
phone. If you want their catalog, call 1-800-477-7070.

Many bargains are now to be had in the local stores.
Winter things are being featured but keep your eyes
open for summer and fall close outs and clearances. If
you can afford it buy now for next year. Pricesare great
and if you are buying non fad items they will still look
good next year.

Please, share your favorite stores and catalogs with

&hoppers Lane Suite 147
Turnersville, NJ 08012
(609) 227.5845

Extrawild

almost waist length,
super seductive,
easy to care for,
call for color
availability

$119.00
Tin

Soft, curly,
feminine look £
easy to care for &
ready to wear.
call for color §

availabilit
Over 35 inches
long! §

$169.00¢

Sabrina
30 inches of long

flowing curls, brushable. sumn}er
ettt Special
$119.00 Order any wig

shown here

and get a full
wig care kit FREE!
a 25.00 valuel
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Barbara A. Susinno R.N. CPE.
Jessica Lynn Porter CPE.

Main Street Electrolog’y

Members and Supporters of Renaissance

Gold Disposable Probes
Open Tues thru Sunday (908)34]. _7524

Day & Eves appointments
Multi-Pin Galvanic and the Blend

802 Main St # 4/A Toms River, N J

me 5o Ican put themin thiscolumn. The whole purpose
ofthis month!yexermse is to share information and help ; anl asy lland
the community, Some of our newer members (OK, 3497 Kens: "
older too) don’t know where or how to get the things % 2 en31l}gton kg
they need. Our purpose is to help and we do try. Drop | g Philadelphia, PA 19134
me a note at ; (215) 426-6776
4 SPECIAL PURCHASE WIG SALE
PO Box 2122 ORDER FORM
: Make checks payable to:
Harrisburg, PA 17105 . Fantasy Isiand
or leave a voice message at 717-780-1578. COLOR SELECTION:
BLACK STRAWBERRY BLONDE
CHESTNUT BROWN GOLDEN BLONDE
DOMINANT/SUBMISSIVE? ———————
SU SS E - — Pa’yment Enclosed :rAlcRE -...us."l'-.o.-a;"..u-u $ ‘g-::
Nancy Ava Miller, M. Ed. — Charge my Credit Card  gpy" "~ %8 17077 Jis
— Sex educator/dominatrix/author - __VISA__MC___AMEX Total ....cccrurecsrenee $ 57.90
for those with unique desires Expiration Date: __/__ [
Support groups, literature, S&M/B&.D/fetish Account no.:
counseling, intelligent fantasy conversation, etc. Signature:
(908) 284-8040 .
Paie, Nlanes olor Preference:
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: POLYESTER-No longer the thick, chunky fabric used in those
| seventies leisure suits, polyesterhas found it”sway into blouses that feel

like silk. That means you can’t just throw the fine polyester blousein the |
| washer. Handwash and hang to dry. Heavier duty polyesterand cotton |
| poly blends can be machine washed and dried on the popular “Perma- |
| nent Press” setting. Polyester doesn’t always dry clean well so giveita |

" setting. Pol doesn’t al drycl Il sogive
in the machine first. As wit these man made tabrics iron at low

| try in the machine first. As withall th ade fabrics iron at low |
| steam settings. Otherwise you could end up with an iron shaped spot |
| melted in your favorite dress.

washable. If you do hand wash, dry flat to avoid snagging. Be careful
when handling wet rayon because it weakens and stretches when wet.
; Don’t machine dry it since it will mutate in the dryer. Inany event you
won’t like it any more. Iron rayon on the “Permanent Press” setting
while damp. (The fabric, not you.) Rayonisanartificial fabricmade from
cellulose fiber found in wood pulp and cotton. It was the first practical
| artificial fiber and was invented by a Frenchman in 1885. It took |
| American ingenuity to mass produce and it was named rayonin 1924. |
| Ray indicating the sheen of the fiber and on showing that it was cotton |
| like. Remember, it’s cellulose so watch out for termites! |

|
: RAYON-Rayon loves dry cleaning. Some labels will say hand
I

——— — — — —

Classified Ads

Private, professional counseling for
drug, alcohol, gambling, sex & food
addicitons. Insurance accepted.
Mary Reynolds DDV, CAC 215-
744-4777. 23

Furniture, Appliances, Household
goods, Records, Antiques, Toytrains
and other goodies - Boughtand Sold
- Beth Marshall - 215-250-4945 -
Leave a message

Need professional typing or resume
service? Call Bonnie Allen, 215-256-
9820. All work done on PC.
Reasonable rates.

Need the police? Dial 911. Need
computer help? Write ECC, P. Q.
Box 911, Havertown, PA 19083

- UNDERSTANDING

(" Mail Order: Fantasyland Products, Box 682,
Owen Sound, Ontario, CANADA N4K-5R4
Store address: 274 8" St. E., Owen Sound.
Store Hours: 8-5:30, Fri. til 8:30, Closed Sun.
Phone orders: 519-371-1215 w/major cr. card
FAX (24hrs/day) 519-371-2975 wicr. card

HOME OF: Fantasia Fashions (manufacturing with the
TV in mind). Sugar 'n Spice Creations (little girl)
DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME.

TV'S LOOK NO FURTHER
BEST SELECTION IN CANADA

*DISCRETE/QUICK

N

$80 = FULL DELUXE SET OF CATALOGS

16 CATALOGS = 800 PAGES: Containing Wigs (2), Shoes &
Boots (3), Clothing (2), Lingerie (3), Silicone Breasts, 'Femme’ (3)
Publications: “How To Books" with VALUABLE HINTS!, Corsetry, Maids
Wear, Little Girl Fashions, PVC Custom CUT-ALL SIZES AVAILABLE!
WE CROSSERSIZE! — REALFEMALES WELCOME!

BEGINNERS MOST WELCOME

« EFFICIENT

INTERNATIONAL MAIL ORDER: Shipping— Canadian: COD; U.S. and
International: add $6.50 post. Payable in Canadian Funds. International

Meney Orders can be purchased at your Post Office.

TRANSFORMATIONS, PRIVATE SESSIONS, PHOTO SESSIONS, BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS
L FOUR PUBLIC ROOMS (A BONA FIDE RETAIL OUTLET) FOUR PRIVATE ROOMS (SO ASK)

J
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