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1 HAVE Just heard that an English ¢
April Ashley is “not a woman for the purposes of marriage but

Is a biological male and has been so since birth.”
Her marriage to Arthur Corbett, heir to Lord Rowallan, who was Chief
Scout from 1945 to 1959, has been declared null and vold.

\

I am appalled, for April’s sake and for the sake of her future. )

A remarkable
article by

LORD
MAUGHAM

The operation was successful.

I never knew April in the
days she was named George
Jamleson. But long before I
met her in Ibiza, I had
heard all about _her.

I knew that she had been
brought up as a boy. I knew
that “she had joined the
Merchant Navy and had
tried to kill herself with an

_.overdose of sleeping pllls In
Bard Franclsco. - - :

“I was in despalr,” Aprll
was to explain to me later.
“1 seemed in those days to
inhablt a boy’s body. But I
knew that this body dldn't
belong to me.”

i THE PLAN

Back in England, April was
glven  ~ psychiatric treatment.
It was useless, .April had one
fixed desire—to ‘be & woman.
At that stage she made a secret
plan. -

April began to save every
penny she could. She joined a
troupe of female impersonators,
She started to take female sex-
hormones to encourage the de-
velopment of her salready
feminine physique.

“But she was ¢l bound by
the fetters of her ndy. -

‘On  May 11, 1950, April
underwent a majuoperation of
fantastic. intricay in Casas

blanca. The operiion was per-
formed by the irilliant Sex.
change surgeon, It Borou.

As. April lay o the trolley,
waiting to be whuled into the
tperating

et.iSt leaned ove her.
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But the subsequent pain and
the dramatic shock to her sys-
tem were such that—to this day
—April can never bear to talk
about it.

“But at last I was a woman,”
April said to me. “ This thought
kept up my spirits through
those long, dark days.”

When she was strong enough
to travel April returned to
Iondon. She changed her
name by deed poll to April
Ashley. The Ministry of
National Insurance issued her
e woman’s insurance card.

She was now treated as &
woman for National Insurance
purposes and for nursing, April
worked most successfully &s a
female model and in cabaret.

It was during this period that
April met the Hon. Arthur Cor-
bett. I have never met Mr. Cor-
bett. I will say nothing about
him, But the facts are these.
Corbett found April the most

‘glamorous woman he had ever

met. He was quite “mesmer-
ised " by her. He thought of her
as & woman—because *“she
looked like a woman and acted

like a woman.” |

y
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Arthur Corbett was st that

time married. He and
his wife had four
children. But he was
unhappy. In Septem-
ber, 1961, a separation
was arranged with his
wife. He asked April
to marry him. She re-
fused. In December he
bought a villa at Mar-
bella, in the south of
Spain, Together with

April he started &
night-club,
But though April

shared his life she
didn't . share his bed.
Then, in September,
1963, they married.
The .marriage was a
disaster.” They parted
after 14 days. A
When I met her in
Ibiza three years ago
she was a slim, elegant, |
young lady with an unlined,
smooth-skinned face and dn
attractive 'smile, She was
amusing and quick-witted. And
she was essentially feminine. |
At parties, she was always
cheerful and entertaining. r
vitality never seemed to flag.
* Buf - sometimes
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@ April Ashley after the divorce case. Despite the court's
tinue to be treated as ¢ woman, says
Lord Maugham,. ’

evening — after & small party
in my villa—1I asked her if
she had any hidden reason to
be unhappy.

“ No,” April answered slowly.
“ Not exactly. But sometimes
v . sometimes when I see
people looking at me, I won-
der if they're not remembering
. . . I wonder what they're
thinking about me.” ’

*.-,* They're  thinking what an
attractive woman you are,” I
| said. % e :

“I1 hope so,” she answered.
“ Because I don't want them to
remember. I'm a woman, now.
I want to be accepted as such.

with people who don't know
anything about me. They can

| treat me as such.”

And, indeed, April was treated
| as a woman—both by those who

\see I'm a woman, and they

| knew her well and by those

“who didn’t.
April had succeeded. The
picture of herself that she had
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imagined years ago, the picture
she had worked so hard to
attaln, the picture for which
she had suffered so deeply, had
been completely realised.

But now, this unfortunate
action in the Divorce Court
has broken that picture, What,
in effect, has happened?

: Mr. = Justice - Ormrod has
decided that, in determining the

sex "of-7&n" ' individual, the-

criterion must be chromosomal
or biological.

“ According to this view, an
individual biological sexual con-
stitution is fixed at birth. It
cannot be changed. By this test,
April is still a man.” :

So where does this leav
April? For a start, it means
that since April is & man she
{s not married to Arthur Cor-
bett and never has been.

But—far more important--it

means that her whole life has
been left in a kind of limbo.

“She has been left as a step-
child of medicine,” says her
solicitor, Peter Madok. And he
adds these important words.
“Not only April but others in
this position. The decision has
left her in llmbo legally.”

«I am absolutely shattered,”
seld April. Surely April's case
calls for an immediate exam-
ination of the law in relation
to sex-changes? v B :

If a person happens to be
porn with predominantly male
chromosomes, if that person
feels wholly feminine and
desires to be a woman, if that
person undergoes & ghastly
ordeal in order to assume the
shape of & woman, and, lastly,
if that person is treated by the
world a8 & woman, then can it

-possibly be correct or just that

guch a person should still be

treated as & man?
— Yo _faot_. eranne har MmMANYV

In fact, among her many
friends—both male and female
—April will continue -to be
treated as a woman.

In England, our laws—even-
tually—have always grown to
conform with what the mass of
the people -considers 1o
decent and reasonable,

THE PLEA

I am convinced that the
people of Britain, who are in-
nately kind, do mot wish to
cause unnecessary suffering to
those who have discovered &S
they grow up that the sex and
ghape of their bodies do not

accord with the inclinations of

thelr minds and hearts, or with
the passion of their souls. = -

Therefore, 1 would lke o
make a plea for such people.
Let the law be both wise and
kind. Let the law be changed.
“1 can’t function as a man,”
April is reported to have sald.
“I am absolutely shattered.”

But April has a wonderful
resilience. I'm sure it will now
spring to her rescue. After all,
she is still young—only 34

Indeed, there is proof that
April is by no means: defeated.

April is going ahead with
plans to open with her friend
and business partner, Desmond
Morgan, a £20,000 restaurant
off the Fulham Road-—called
“ April- and - Desmond,” or
“ADS8" for short.

I believe people will flock to
April's restaurant to eat well
in pleasant surroundings—and
to be greeted by a person who,
whatever the law may in due
course decide, will to them be
the embodiment of a gracious
and pleasant hostess.
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