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Fre dom's Just ~~•i1:1l~s•i1 believe woman, so I am never ~ -., .. ,H~~.... dissatisfied with my being male, 

Looklng /'.Or rOOm (0 grOW z•n nordolwanttochangeforeverin-J I to a woman. When I'm dressed in 

S R I d S 
female clothing and attain as close 

0 es an exuall•t1•es aresemblanceaspossibletoareal 
woman, I certainly pretend that I 
am a woman, but I do not want to 
be a woman. If I were a real 

The following two pieces are 
written by people who are forced 
to use a language that just doesn't 
have the words/ideas they need to 
describe themselves, because we 
live in a culture whose stereotypes 
('feminine 'I 'masc u Ii n e ', 
'woman'/'man', 'gay'/'strait') 
don't fit many of our realities. II 
may be that if "sexuality" were 
truly liberated, there would be as 
many sexualities as there are in­
dividuals and, maybe even more 
importantly, the division between 
"sexual" and "nonsexual" would 
be (is!) ridiculous and destructive 
of people's potential. 

The ecstasy nience/ monetary reasons. You 
Writing an article is quite a ven- have no idea the degree of anxiety 

ture and I'm flattered to be asked. experienced by a transvestite/gay 
Thank you. I'd very much like to in here! There's no way (almost, 
share my self/experiences with no way) to satisfy one's cravings, 
your friends / readers. The only desires, passions, whatever. I find 
hesitancy I have is the fact that I'm myself longing for the feel of silk 
just beginning to discover myself panties, tasting lipstick on my lips, 
and I'm attempting to interpret my applying makeup and having the 
feminine urges and how those feel- admiring glances in my favorite 
ings and my transvestism relates to lesbian/gay nightclub. 
my future. Being a TV /drag queen is a 

If I were a real woman, I would never know 
the ecstasy of being a man being a woman. 
If I were a woman, I could never experience 
the joy and pleasure of preparing myself to 
change roles. 

mental attitude that needs a 
physical release, usually through 
masturbation or sex. Being a 
"queen" is a mental state of 
femininity. When I'm in that state 
I experience a total physical/men­
tal rejection of my masculinity in 
the sense of gestures and thought. 

woman, I would never know the 
ecstasy of being a man being a 
woman. If I were a woman, I could 
never experience the joy and 
pleasure of preparing myself to 
change roles. 

To me, transvestism is my alter­
ego. It's the part of my personality 
that sublimates my anger, 
decision-making, and sexual ex­
pression. I would "dress up" and 
go to the State Bar, which is a gay 
and lesbian night club in Flint 
[Michigan] and I would just sit and 
drink and think through the day's 
activities and my future plans. It 
was as if I were able to step outside 
of my masculine body/mind and 
critique what I should be doing. I 
always gave myself an objective 
decision. I don't believe I'm 
schizophrenic, just conscious of 
my own diverse desires. 

This is why you, GCN, and the 
gays and TV's I hope to cor­
respond/meet through you are so 
important to me. I'm able to put 

Transgenderal Lesbian 
I am a 33 year-old transsexual. 

Also, the gradual disappearance 
(not from reality, but from general 
visibility) of "drag queens" has 
accompanied (who knows with 
what con'1ections?) the disap­
pearance of gay liberation, now 
def used into the gay rights and gay 
(voting) power business. The State 
House and places of business are 
respectable and stereotypically 
serious. Drag queens (not to speak 
of transgender people) just don't 
fit into the votes-and-bucks­
acquisition process. Which may 
simply be to say that the now 
growing tendency to be 'just-as­
good-as- them has become a 
tendency to be just-like-them, 
which doesn't leave a lot of room 
for the diversity that the burst of 
gay liberation politics in the early 
seventies ex ressed. 

Under the circumstances there is 
absolutely no way for self­
expression or communication of 
my feelings here, so my mental 
growth and self-acceptance is 
stifled. That's why I want to com­
municate with other gays and TVs 
who've accepted their feelings as 
to how they want to live their lives. 

So many of the uncaring and 
uninformed stereotype inmates 
treat people like me as social re­
jects or lepers. What is amazing to 
me though is that this idea/feeling 
is propagated by the gay com­
munity, both men and women . 
Gay people are aware of the con­
demning morality of society. Gay 
men and women have had to over­
come so many of society's moral, 
ethical and religious barriers to live 
their lives as they please, that the 
last thing I would expect is for 
them to pass judgment on other 
victims of society. 

It was as if I were able to step outside of 
my masculine body/mind and critique what 
I should be doing. . . I don 't believe I'm 
schizophrenic, just conscious of my own 
diverse desires. 

However, I am rather "unique" in 
that where most TSs I've known 
consider themselves "heterosex­
ual" in their sexual/emotional at­
tractions to the male gender, I am 
strictly a "transsexual homosex­
ual," meaning simply that I desire 
to be, and am in all aspects but 
physical, a woman, but I am a 
feminist and a lesbian who is very 
attracted to women. I dress as a 
woman, of course, have always 
felt like a woman, though I went 
through some hard identity crises 
trying to be a "macho" man, 
because I could not deal with my 
femininity in a male body. 

I have tried relationships with 
men. Although I can satisfy men, 
who generally find me quite attrac­
tive, I feel no real attraction. I am 
somewhat attracted to, and can be 
''satisfied 11 with another 
"queen", but only sexually. I am 
not simply a "heterosexual drag 
queen." However, because of my 
attractions to females I find that 
there are may bi-sexual women at­
tracted to me as I am physically, 
my penis representing a rather uni­
que "sex toy" between two 
women. 

Gay prisoners have an especially 
difficult time. So many have no 
real choice in choosing their 'part­
ners'. They usually find them­
selves paired with someone either 
for protection or conve-

I've been a transvestite since I 
was 12 years old. Throughout the 
years I've made numerous at­
tempts to deny my feelings but 
after 20 years of "dressing up", 
it's time for me to confront the 
reality that I want to be a 
transvestite. And I enjoy gay sex. 
Now that I can admit my sexual 
preference, I can begin to deal with 
what I want to do about it. 

My transvestism is as integral a 
part of my personality as is my 
masculinity. I know that when I'm 
"dressed up" I am only a make 

For two years, GCN's Sustainer Pro­
gram has provided the financial boost 
necessary for growth and change in the 
paper. The first Sustainer Campaign in 
1982 underwrote a staff salary raise. 
The 1983 Campaign helped 
us to expand GCN from 
16 pages to 20 pages 
each week. 

The support GCN re­
ceives from its Sustain­
ers makes the differ­
ence between bare sur­
vival and growth. This 
year, plans are under­
way to computerize 
GCN. Currently, sever­
al hardy volunteers 
spend late night hours 
entering our mailing list 
into an antique PDP 11 hidden away in 
distant Quincy. We pay over $3,000.00 
each year just to rent time on it! Our 
Marketing Department scratches pen­
cil to paper, trying to figure out who re­
news their subscription and when; bill ­
ing our advertisers takes even more 

time, not to mention that trying to reme• 
dy subscription problems is a nightmare 

You can help us change all that. Our 
Sustainer goal for this year is $10,000; 
enough to buy the right computer, soft• 

ware, service contract and cover the 
costs of the conversion. 

All that's needed for you to be­
come a GCN Sustainer is your 
pledge to contribute $30. each 

quarter in 1984. We'll send 
you our quarterly Insider 

newsletter, a one year sub­
scription to GCN, two intro­

ductory gift subs to give 
to your boss, relatives, 

long-lost ex-lovers or 
new~oundfriend~and 

as a special treat, an invitation 
to the Annual Sustainer Dinner Party in 
December. Use the form below and help 
bring GCN into the computer age. 

SUSTAIN US! 

I WANT TO SUSTAIN GCN FOR 1984! 

We/I pledge to make quarterly contributions of: 
S 30 ($120 annually) 

[ $ 50 ($200 annually) 
0 $100 ($400 annually) 
C $ __ 

1 
______ _,_ __ Enclosed is my first contribution of $ _-----.:.._ ______ 1 

Name 
Address _ 
City State Zip _ 

PINN mall to GCIII .._...., 117 T,-1 St.. ... IM. 1111A 02111 

my feelings on paper and share 
them for a change. Sharing my 
thoughts/feelings here has been 
like a purging of my soul, releasing 
the demons of fear, insecurity, and 
self-doubt that have been a part of 
my life for so long. Just saying 
these words in my mind as I write 
them has had a tremendous effect 
on _my mind. I feel relieved. 
Sincerely, 
Ed Cottle, 
115685, 
PO Box E, 
Jackson, MI 49204 

All of these labels really mean 
very little to me, and I simply see 
myself as "me" and have no real 
problem with staying just as I am 
as long as there are people, women 
people, in my life who understand 

Referrals to lawyers who 
charge reasonable rates based 
on your income. 

DIE NATIONAL LA WYERS GUILD 
14 Beacon Strttt, Suite 407 • Boston MA 02108 

(617) 227-7008 •MONDAY-FRIDAY• 1-5 PM 

Active, Goal-o.riented 

Therapy for Shyness 
•Difficulties in meeting new people 
•Anxiety about forming relationships 
We develop an 1ndiv1duaI program of therapy expla,n 11 to you 1n 
detail, and then encourage you to evaluate your own progress toward 
specific goals. 

Our Licensed staff consists of psychologists, social workers and 
psychiatrists. For more information call 262-9116. ' 

Information-Evaluation-Referral Service 

Insurance accepted . 

I~ ~ior u.1~10f~ 
45 Newbury Street , Boston 
Near the Arlington Street ASTA 

SpeclalaIng in short-term, problem-focused therapy 



J .... 
and treat me as the woman I am 
within me . 

The problem is that currently 
there are no women in my life. I 
am in pri on for parole violation. I 
live with a man who is very 
understanding and because I do 
like him and his gentleness and 
because he's not too demanding, 
he occasionally gets his way with 
me. Though he is pleasant enough, 
he is still a man. The relationship 
exists out of friendship and con­
finement, nothing more than a 
civil arrangement of convenience 
so to speak. 

Many feminists will not accept 
me because of my male body, 
because they can't or won't 
understand me. Of course I could 
"lie" to them in person as my ap­
pearance is quite feminine. No one 
would ever know. But I want and 
need to find an organization of les­
bian feminists who do know, can 
understand, and who accept me as 
a woman. 

I ,,ant to be able to put move­
ment po ter , ticker . etc. on the 
wall · of my cell, which I m,· home 
for now, and let the ,,orld know I 
am a lesbian, and \'Cry proud! 
\\'ith IO\e and hope for the future, 

\ie, 
[Ralph E. Grewell, 
12 030, 
PO Box 520 
Walla Walla, W 99362 

f What follows is a story Evie wrote 
about some experiences before 
and during prison which should 
add some richness/diversity to the 
"normal" stereotypes of "gay," 
"b,, "and "strait."} 

Confusing Time 

This is a brief story of Eve 
Grewell. I am a transgenderal per­
on, anatomically male, but 

female in character, personality, 
soul and spirit. 

At birth I was christened Ralph 
Everett Grewell. I was my 
mother's third son and child. She 
had desired a daughter. Red, 
naturally curly hair, fair skin and 
effeminate facial features, made it 
easier for her to treat me as though 
I were. Women would stop her on 
the street, as we walked to ask her 
about, or comment on "her 
da~~~ter's ~eautiful, red curly 
hair : my hair ... 

My puberty period was a dif­
ficult time. My father, a literal 
tyrant and disciplinarian, led the 
family in total conformity to his 
dictates as to how daily life would 
be for each member. Lack of total 

I want to be able to put movement posters, 
stickers, etc. on the walls of my cell, which 
is my home for now, and let the world 
know I am a lesbian, and very proud! 

I am very much interested in the 
special issue of Changes, pub­
lished by Solidarity and Interna­
tional Socialists: A Socialist 
Feminist Network [special issue on 
socialism and feminism, including 
articles on gays and lesbians and 
reproductive rights, available from 
Solidarity, 725 O'Farrell No.35, 
SF CA 94109). Unfortunately in 
prison I am broke and have no way 
to obtain the $2.50. Do you know 
of any pamphlets or information 
of any sort which would help me 
learn more and/or find an 
organization which I could be a 
part of? 

conformity on my part would 
result in severe beatings with a 2 · 
inch leather belt, and occurred all 
too frequently. 

As a teenager the character 
within me was heavily repressed. 
All sensitivity and emotion were 
buried deeply. What emerged as a 
pseudo-character of Ralph was 
almost entirely mechanical. 

There existed both anger and 
shame that I had been born male 
when my appearance, character, 
etc. was so female. There was the 
desire to be a girl, but there was 
also great fear and the ever present 
need to conform to fathers 

Gay Community News is 
now in its eleventh year of 

publication. Have you sub­
scribed yet? You save $21.00 

off the newsstand price when 
you purchase a one-year sub­

scription. (So do it today and 
don't miss another issue!) 

SI/BSCRIBEJ..___., 
Send me Gay Community News! 

My name is _______ Address ______ _ 
City State ___ Zip ____ _ 

New Subscription Renewal 
1 year $29.00 $ 

25 weeks $17.50 $ 

25 weeks/low income $10.00 $ 

I would like to contribute towards a free 
subscription for a lesbian or gay prisoner. $ 

Enclosed is my check or money order for $ 

These rates are lo< subscnphons within the USA Add 50% 10< tore,gn, 
1ncluchng Canada Amounts received 1n excess wilt be considered donat10ns 

wh1Charegreat1yapp,e<:1ated 

Mail to; GCN Subscriptions, 167 Tremont Strffl . Boston, MA 02111 

GCN ,s published by a non-prol,t educa110<1at foundation 

• INDMDUAL/GROUP/COUPI.E 
• GAY-SENSITIVE THERAPY C s \\1 . t.1 .. 

sn~GER, i~p1S1 
~i.~N c\\01\\E 

pS~ COPLEY SQUARE - BOSTON. MA 
617-266-2240 . 

HEALTH 

:~:~r;,·~;t ~n'~;' ~~:!.~o~un~~~ 
to be ,,hat thL ~an ewected met~ 
be. 

At 13 year of age, and for the 
following 19 years of my li fe, I 
,,ould eek the" our grape. ," the 
tatus I e,en then kne,, I could 

ne,er have, the tatu of 
"manhood." To prove that I 
could, to pro\e father "rong, and 
to prove I wa a "good per on." I 
ought to conform to the macho 

world by choice of a non­
conformist role; that of a 
"criminal" and "biker." At age 
16 I began a cries of petty crime 
of which I myself wa the only real 
victim. 

Immediately I became involved 
in the Washington State "correc­
tions system." Starting out in­
nocently enough, the system 
watched as Ralph became a biker. 
The fictitious character I was felt 
wholly out of place whenever any 
real bikers were around. "Biker" 
became, of course, synonymous 
with "father" in the distorted im­
ages of a misguided young adult. 

While my body wore the 
paraphernalia of the biker, Evie 
felt like she was being raped, and 
nearly was more than once in the 
earlier years of imprisonment. But 
I was able to get along with the 
biker element and eventually 
became quite powerful in the club. 
Cast into this responsibility, an 
unusual thing happened: Evie 
began to surface and guide in my 
decision making! She actually 
began "mothering" many of the 
younger bikers in an attempt to 
"teach," to guide away from self­
deception and destructive pat­
terns, giving to her "brothers" 
where she could from this 
"closet" position . 

In the following two years I 
began to slowly "come out" of the 
closet. Little by little I decided to 
stop pretending to be something I 
wasn't and began to dissociate 
myself from the biker club and 
went into "protective custody" 
where I am today. 

Over the next year Ralph died 
and Evie took physical form. Her 
character, mine, lives in accep­
tance and emotional/mental com­
fort, openly for all to see. This was 
the hardest battle of my life, simp­
ly to be "me," unafraid. 

What I do face now is the 
bigoted treatment aimed at the 
stereotype "gay community." 

healt.hy teeth ... 

1 e,erthele the y tern 1 

thorough, and ,, 1thout oui 1de 
upport from omeone It L doubt ­

ful I "ill be able to k.eep th 1. up. 
The , . tern labels as It ,, 1 he .. The 
fact. ·are ca ily buried, a are the 
pri oner , when they ha\'e no con­
ta t ,,1th the out ide. 

I ha\'e completed m} entence 
and then ome. In doing o I, 
alone, have managed to bring my 
life into dire t contact with m\ 
O\\ n real tty. I ha\'e finall}· 
de,eloped the courage to tand, 
alone if nece ary, in thi place a I 
am and daily under tand the 
"snicker " to by the comment of 
children, and to overlook their 
behavior toward that which i too 
large for them: my freedom to live 
as I am. Having been freed from 
th e mo t deva tating "inner 
pri on-closet," I have patience 
that truly urpri e me. 

find . upport and help . The gay 
community ,,a for the mo. t par 
not open to, nor geared for. uch 
uppon, though I did find one or 

t\\O per ons \\ho \\lshed the, 
could help and incereh tried . · 

The 11.a, commun1t, 1. a"arc of 
ho" th-e . pmt of th~ la\\ of the 
pur. uit of happinc. s 1s mocked 
dail, e,cn bv tho e "ho claim 
allegiance to (1. The onl} rea,on I 
can think. of a to "hy the gay 
communit) would not try to a .. 1st 
one in my po it ion I that the com­
m unit I not a, are of "hat doe 
go on in the c place · and of the 
pre ence of incere people who live 
under this constant threat and who 
need YOUR HELP becau e there 
i no one el e "ho can under tand 
the e factor . We do not a k. for 
handout , but for your friendly 
a i tance in finding the kind of 
job and hou ing that we need to 

The gay community was for the most part 
not open to, nor geared for, such support, 
though I did find one or two persons who 
wished they could help and sincerely tried. 

Those who control the prison have 
a heavy control over the "queen," 
literally, her body and even to a 
large degree her mind (by means of 
psychiatric assault and manipula­
tion). 

The system "hides" a prisoner 
by means of transfers. Short term 
transfers designed to keep the 
prisoner "moving" so that their 
head and their relationships are 
never stable long enough for 
significant court action, media 
contact or organizing activity to 
get going. 

When it became apparent to the 
system that I was a "queen" (any 
transgenderal person, known 
homosexual, or bisexual, etc. is 
known as a "queen" to the 
system), I was transferred from 
McNeil Island, a relatively high 
"visibility" prison in the 
Washington system, to Walla 
Walla, far from the support 
groups in Seattle and the media. 

When my release date came I 
was transferred to a work release 
[minimum security] program in 
Tacoma, but on arrival was told 
that I wouldn't be allowed to leave 
the community prison as is usual 
to develop a job and housing plan, 
but instead would have to do so by 
phone. Frantically I began a phone 
vigil into the gay community to 

support ourselves. 
Peop le interested in cor­

respondence with me are en­
courage to write. Women, in­
dividual and support group are 
especially encourage to write. 
Sincerely and affectionately your , 
Eve Grewell 
[R.E. Grewell, 
128030, 
PO Box 520, 
Walla Walla, WA 99362.] 
{GCN Prisoner Project has a copy 
of Evie's employment resume 
which will be sent to anyone who 
asks for it . Generally she has 
substantial secretarial experience 
but hopes to get involved in some 
kind of counseling situation.} 

they're a team effort . 
Richard R. Bankhead, DDS 
Paul 0. G'roipen, DDS 
1259 Hyde Park Avenue 
Hyde Park, MA 02136 

617 364-5500 
Mon.-Sat. & evenings 

John Roth 
FURNISHINGS 

Residential and Contract 
Furnishings 

priced at co5t ~us 10Jo 
Traditional and Contemporary Furniture 

• enredon •Kittinger •Thomasville •Dux 
•llerman ~~ller •Steelcase •Thayer Coggin 

nwallcoverings •Floorings •Lighting 
Uwindow Treatments •Accessories 

Up ro ~ off list 
nA purchasing and Design Concept for over 30 years 
Uspace planning •Design Consultation •Floorplans 

John Roth 
1415 Beacon Street Brookline, MA 02146 (617)738-7400 
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