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·: By Joan Jett Blak~-,. - Pearl·s of wisdom: ]~mi Jett Blakk (left) 1,11i'th pal ,Digget3/. 

I

.. . . AM in a u~jque place, in 'San • ' ever, even though we afe:a~ a~h :i~ -~ '~queet.>t It's more ' of a political . 
F.rands. co's 'queer aommunity. : pretty boys (and girls~ here in' S{tn stance and not just defined by who 
Being a drag Ci_lueen a:bout Francisco, Jefs, try for, a Jittfe more . you_s·hare your gen itals with. 
tqwn, and being at the same·, • i'ncHviduality, shall we? · 'Foday, as ~rio_ther c~lebration" of • 

. . -~ time ' employed at a, bpok- ' • ,. PK N~w we're goin"g to discuss p(id e is upon us, ·there ate a fe'w 
. store-foformation center, , puts' m.e • . • the,bbscene amount of_ misogyny. in que~tioµs 0uminig iJj 9 e that I, must 

smack-dab in, the, m)'ddl~ of a lot 9f , tqe gay male,com;m~nity. Boys-, just ask. Why, when ~a¥ qoys do drag, 
·• happeni'F1gs. ks Joan Jett B'lakk~. I , , because you w,alk Jik.e a girl does must they-look .J.ike bad Shmv·girls-

. • ge t to speak ~t mMCa-wide array of ·· not mean that you are ,in touch.with type caricatures ofwomen?Why are '' 
··e·ve·nt's, and wmkiiig at A Diffrre11t '. yourfe1n inh1e,~ide'.-The ·n'ext time I : pe?ple _w_!1-0 n:0r"m~l~"y ~on't dr!.~~· 

Light B00ks-tore .a1lows nie . to ' ob- be~r some fag ' re.fer .t?<·w.?1:1~~--.as > '.tlia_t. ml!c? .encouraged.to ge,t, shit
serve the . world wide< queer ·pulse: ,,; • •'ftsn;'·tc.he~s gonTia'he'ge.tHt'l'g''t:l'p"Uff''~>. A;aeed;dlill'itng,:th~:aa)',,Oll .a;,$:~llQ'.a)f,·af,.r . 

And, by the w~y, I petest the word the .floor. •Get a grip, boys. Women temocm. tp,t_he_extent that !hey endup . · 
, • 13!-ack' an1d I abhm·the term African , are not the eh~rny. They rule, in: fact. ·, " ndt ,reme~be~ng wher1/ t?ey par.ke£1. 

· American:· ,, . Y.bu're lucky I wasn't elected pi:esi- ~here uheir fnends ~r:e, 0.r why t~ey, 
Now: ha vi Hg said ,aJl that to in~ ' . '. dent last year, 'because.rd l'ike ;o .. , ~ cam\~0 San Fr~ ~G)-SCO, 'U l ~,he ~lfSt 

- troduce myself,. there are a few tnings ' . see a law stating that only w01:nen be place_. Wny _doe_sn_ t everybody .P~tch . 
' tl~a-t I must wpnder alo,ud about, aJ:)d ' ' allowed to can·y ·guns, ©-K? 1~ ~nd help d~au up_ -~u.r beautiful 

I ·h f h h' Pl - - , d - 't- -d' +- i..: t T. d.'d t city after the.,pl'ide fest1v1ttes? I really • trust me·, , see enoug . G t : ese, t n~gs ease un ers .an- i:1,1a £ 1 no , , , . , • • . • 
hr ~me day t_(') baffle evf n the m9st • become. · a ·queer activist way bc,1ck ~,at\wak;g up on_ ,~ 0nday ~o ~d 

• ' se·as'Oned people watcher . . ' ,' in i'9,75.'s~· that I could join the mil~' ' hn;i ,~ee- . e~,P' m r~m 07 : as : : b •. y, 
' • H·as a. nyone ' no·t1·ce.d •·hat gu·1·te .a . ·t ' t • • • d -" a· dd ·" ' a Sn someone ,:rn;ven e ram ow 

L 1 ary .or ge marne 1or- - ,0 ess s t .,1 t · . "W. · · 
· b • ,, , ' H fl f h b . . ,_ f 01 e paper, so you cc1n 1pe your 

• few Caucasian gay oy,s behave . ~a~es. _ e. ~' -.m~e o t. .e _ ~a~ties o _ ass with -PrideTM"?,.Why are wom,en 
·, , ri1or.elilfo co'lored ,teertagegirls?,The , bemg,queer ,1~·the f1~s_t pla~e_ was on Harle,ys, while .men' ride tho.Se 

. t}'nge,r-sHapping," ·tJ.ie hea'd-rolliag; • we :c~uldr~'t ·get _mary,1e,~l. W~ _long •. plastic crokh rockets,iWhp d~cid~d 
, the quick, sassy retort, . the lo~e . of ago _f~gu.r~d o~t how to hon?r . our, that gay pride 'shoul,d, occur only on 
. ' .. loud c_olors that:dontt ~atcH. l' s,wea·r; , rel~tt?nshtps without the, trappmg~ of one 1-Ja'y of the year ? Wb y. .c·an-' t . 
·, ~here lS something gomg OH. I, how- , rehg10n -OT government, Yes, I ve 'e¥e-ry'body march tlm the paradeq 

ever, don't think it's all bad. First of ' • heard all the arguments ·as to wHy the • 1 realize that I must ci::m1.€ ac.r.oss 
al•!·-it 11)ak.e~ sen~te ) b_ me th~t these, ' gay-ma~rfag~ issue is the ~ost imi, ~s the most faded, bitter que~n-~ve~, ' 
poor fel~9ws --::;-gr;0w1ng up m low~. ?ortant issue ~:>four generatt-on. (Ary(! but it's just not so. lt,'s appaten~ to -me 
or wnatever, . havrni no culture to , Jµst how do you future that, Mr. Sul- that, as a movement, we need a b.uge 
speak of-;-are ,drawn to the power- , livan?) What no.body says is that . • res.urgence of energy , and directiol} 

• ful :language {body' and 'vevball that marriage,: as an ins.titutipn, was c_re- - ~nd.that it's:right there for !;!Sto 1:1se 
Negro ,women bave -always ,pos- ated to control womeH, a tool by +- we·, c;mly have to recognize it. We 

" sessed. Their. str:et1gth .and humor, which a wo1naru . beco_m~s·. a mari's hav,~ !)ere the :m0st 'unique si'tuation 
' ' .al~ays very evident, very ~tt1:ae,tive,, , , property, in.a s~ns.e. _Do guyers re~l.-, of at1y, me~ropoHs in the emire world. 

,have lent ,themselves ,to a eurioµs . • ly need to, imitate that? I ~hink npt. Here one can be:alrsdlutely, without 
·, b:lending. I r~ally believe ,that it We have .the ab.ili.tf to make tbe questi.m1, whoever one thinks-one is . 
. ' show_d10~ mpc~ ( aJ blackculture " world )1 better plac'!;!,, b~l -tt" ain't 1 am constaHtl,i wa\ tned 'by th~ hutp 

h,as influenced American life,:'and gonna h;tppen .unless we realize that of ¢reativ{t~ br-oqgh:t about by the 
. , _(b). that the, very idea ·of "culture"' is' .. we ' are .different from hets, ·not the freeing atmosphere of 0ur sanctuary 

a fluid, eveP•clwig,ing thing. ' ' ' sall)e. ' ' ~t by ilie sea .. I ,love th.at most of us1rre 
Anott.ier example of this is, the Recentl'.y I l:i.av-e atso beefi trying ' from somewher.e e.lse. and we all 

• ·sb ort'harr-and-:goatee fiip-hop look hard to come to grips with my het> • come togeth,er heFe .to rejuvenate ab.d'' ! 

. • b,eirfg 'spor ted ,by 85 percent of gay eropp.obi~. I'm happy't.~ i;eporftb"at rei 1,1 ve.nt That, fll )f •·,dearS
0

, ' is my"' . . 
" boys nowadays. AJ1id_efmm its being , my straight-bashing da;y:sare 'behiQd sourc~ qf ·,:'pridet if y0u will , but I ,. ~ 

yet 011e ·more c:1-orm look, I wonder.if, me, outtt has beelil a long, 'ha:rtl road':., would •rather believe that it -,is' a~ 
these, hoys kn0w 'how . m:udn hey . When you hav",e friends whn have'- rnuch ,a ,part of our daily Hves as the 
l_0ok }fke ~ ~guoes fy0m the f95@s? I been kill~d in ,hat~ ct;imes, it ka_ves·, air we breathe. ■-, 
used to say, "LGok; honey, if ·y,0u • a ~atht r §om: tast~ 'iFl ym1r mouth that · ,, ]-o-'a'-n--'-J-e_tt_B...,..,·l-'a'-'-kk...:...· -a.:....p-pe-a-rs-c", =-as~ p-ar-t--~-if-t_.:.:;.1u; _ 
don; t bave ·a11y 'MilesDavis record,s, ·, can only: bu~x,ornis~d'wi:th .,a 'bat. Or , 11,Tangenf' ~eries Tltim13, 8 p.m., Cafe 
you need to sh~v-e thatfoc'king thing so I thought.Now1 can definitely see du- Nord, 2·170 Market, S.F. $3-$5; (4! 5') 
off." I've since relaxed a Bit. How- that even some straight folks ,can be 861-5016: -~ 
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I
, AM M1 a lini•que lace ih San ever; e·veA though we are' awash in "queer.'" 'It's more o.f a pohtJcal 

. fran9isco's queer com. munit)[: ,p1:etiy boys. (and . gilds) her,e in San stance,and not just defined. b~ who ,, 
• Being a drag que.en about .Prandsco, let's fry _for,.a little more y0ti share your ge1tit~ls w.ith. • ' 

. town,, and being at the same individuality, sh?ll , we? , ' , T0day, ,as another c:eletlration of · , 
, : time •emplGyed at . a book- OK. Now we're.going to discuss • pride .is ~upcm ,us, thert are a few 

store.;-inforfnation" center, puts me the obscene aincnmt 'of r.nisbgy,ny fo "que:tions burning iA m~ that I· must 
smack.:.aab in the ipfddle of a lot <?.f , the gay mafe ~ornrru~nity. Boy.s, just ", _ask. _Why, when gay boys 'clo ~rag, 
happeni11gs. As Joan Jett Blakk, ,I ,. because you ,.walk lil5e a g,irl does .mu.st' they look like bad Showgirls- . 
get to speak at or MC a wide-an:ay of ,. nGt me<;in that you ~re i~ touch wit~ . .type caricatu.res Qf women? Why are 
events, and working' at A Different : your feminine side. Th'e nex.t time I • ,peop,le , who •11orm

1
a1ly do.n'.t 4rink 

Light Bookstore. ·allowsine t0 ob- hear so,nie 1'f4g _refer to womeri as ,. lh'at · rrfUO? encouraged ' to get sfuh-
'·"·serve the ,worldwJd~ ·ttueer ·pulSe: <··.-'~'rfsh/'~+te"s'gbrt-fih'"Otfget'tiifiifitp•¾Jf'.f';,;,"',::fagedd\lua,Etg;Jtlm,da,)H(iin:;ai~ua<llaydtf-i, 

And, by' ~lk way, I detest the . word the floor. Get a grip, bqys. Wo,men temoo_g to the_exten~ that .they end up 
blac;k .and I abhor •the. teian African are not thy·enemy. The,y rule,;in .fa:ot. not r~my~h~r~,lilg where they parked, 
Ame~ican'. , ' ·You're lucky I wasn''t elected pr.esf:- wher~ themfnenos ~re, o_r why t~ey • 
• Now, having said .all that to·· in:- • Gient last year, be.cause 'I',cl ljke ·to • • .came t9 San Francisco m the ~trst 
trodu'ce m"ys'elf, there are a few things see a law stf}ting, that~only_ women be : 'plac~? Why d?esn 't ev:~-ybody p~tc~ ' 
that hnust w.onder aloud about, .and allowed to carry 'g11n,s, OK1 . . 1~ and help cl~an up_ 0.u,r 6e~u9f~I . 
trust me, I'see enough 'of these things Please understand .that l did not • .city aft~r ~e Rr~de f~Slmties? ! re~ly . , 

· . in ·one ·day to b'-'ffle even, the ,most .. , become a queer' acti~i"st w~y b'ack · hate wakmg up ®n M0Iilday Jo fmtl ·' . 
. seasoned·,.peopl·e· ware· her.· I'm knee-deep iTI rainbow trash. Why • in t975 so that I cauldjoin th~ mil- ·, . , · · hasn',t s1 someo~1e, invented rainb9w • 

' I{as anyone noticed that quite a • it;:iry· or get married ·for .Goddess's . 
f·.ew·,.- .Cati'• ~·as::'an· . ga,y ' b.o_ys ·. be· ha·v·e· , • k . H ll , • • f h. i... , • • • r· t0Het paper, so you-can. "Wipe your 

_ "' • sa es.. · e . 0 , on~ 0 t_ e ueauti~s, 0 as·s with PrideTM"? Wffy are women 
ino'relikecolpred.teenage.giris?The being queer in the first place . was . 'on Harleys ·whil~ men ricie .tlwse · 
(iHger-snapping, the, head--rol!ing, we c.~uz.dfi 't get married!, We long . ,plastie crotch rockets? Who decided 
the quick, sassy retort; :the love of • ag? .f1~ur~d o~t how to hon?r our . that ga:y pride shoutd occur. only 011 
lcm'd colors that don'(.match. J swear, . rel~t1?nsh1ps without thelmppmg~_of ,, ~:me , day of. the year? Why can ',t 
there-is ,s9m~thirig going ~.n. I, h0w- ~ehg1on or g~v~~rnent.. Ye_s, I v~ • , everyb-ody march i'n ·tme parade,? 
ev,er; don3t think it's a'.H bad . . First of heard.all the, argu,men~s qS• to, why the • ·. •I reaHze· that l must1 come acros.s 

,. all,, it makes sense ,to m~ that these gay-ma~ria~e _issue i-s the ,~ost \~- •. ,as the tnost jad~d, biiteJ que.eit ev~r, • 
poor fellows-growing up· in Iowa • portant lSSUf~f our generatt9n: (.tXno... but it's just ,not sp. Ws ._;:tpparent to me , 
or . whatever, having no cuhure to J~~t ~ow .?o y0u futufeJhat: .rv~°r. Sul- tp:at,,as ~ movem~nt, we need a hl;lge 

•. speakof ..:._ _arf dr:iwii tp the-:power- hvan?) Wh.at pobody s·ays IS th,at resurgenc,e of energy and direction 
ful lan.guage (body and verbal) that .. marriage, , as an institution, was c.re- and that it-'s right there for u, to use , 
Negro wome~ have, atways·,p<;>s -; a'ted to, contrnl women, a tool' by -we only'have to recognize k We 
sessed. Their strength and humor, · whjch ' a woman becGme;s a mar,1's • have het~ the FJ\OSt unique s,ituatioD 
always very ev,ident, very attractive, p~operty, . in_ a _sense; Dq qµeers r~al- , of any rqetrnpolisjli. tl;l_e, entire -world. 

• hav'e lent themsel~es to .a ~c~r.ious ly need to irhjtate, that:n th_ink riot. ' 'Here ,0ne can be absolutely, w,thou,t 
blendit~g. I _rea,liy belie.~e that it We. ·~ave , tl1e ,ability to make the ques,tion, whoever qnethinks one is. 
show~ how mµeh (a) black culture . worlp ·_a better · place, but it ain't I am constantly warmed by the hum 
has -i'nfluef:lced American life; and gonna happen unless .we ~ealize that : of ereativity brought about ·9y the 
(b) that'the ve1.7y idea of "culture" is we are different froin,°hets,~ not the :.; • freeing atmospliere of our sanctuary 
µ. fluhl,,eyer-chaHgi~g thing:. • • sa,me. ' , 1 . . by the sea. I' love that most of us are 
.' Anotµer 'example of this is the Recently I have also been try~ng from · somewhere else and .we aH 
c _h _nr-t .h'=l:i.r_~nrl _ on_~;at-=--r.:.. .h .; .n .. hnr..\ __ lnAlr h..-. . ..-rl .- t:r.'i. _;:,,. n.. _..-- ..... _ t:.- - -•~: .- .... .. ,. • • ;.4.t...,_.__..._._ ... L--• -- --- - - __ _ _. .., _____ ..... ... L-~ .L ~---- -- ~~~~-~-, 
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