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SIOGMA CHI CHAPTER CEASES OPERATION, MERGES UITH ALPHA

(Los Angeles, CA) -- After nearly a Kear of battling to
create its own identity, the Sigma Chi chapter of Tri-Ess
has decided to cease ogeratxon.

After acting Sigma Chi president Janyne Cresap announced
her resignation and no chapter meabers attended the
nomination meeting in June, Cresap turned the Sigma Chi
aailing list over to Alpha chagter eresxden@ Kyaberleigh
Richards. Richards mailed a letter to the Sxega Chi
aeabership invitin? thea to attend Alpha meefings. Algha
subsidized the mailing of the final Sigma Chi newsletter
containing Cresap's farevell |essage to its meabers, and
Cresap has agreed to take over production of the Alpha
newsletter beginning in Septeaber. ) , _

In Cresap's final comaunication as Sigma Chi president,
she admitted that the main criticism of "Alpha, “we never do
anything ... but sit around and talk®, vas E'°V'ﬂ to be an
indication of what the local seabership vants. Sigma Chi,
farned to counter that perception, had scheduled several
outside activities during the past several aonths, only to
have thea sparsely attended. Responding to that statesent,
Richards reaffirmed Alpha's policy of providing "a safe
place to get together® for ils members, and promised mot to
attempt to force its membership into participating in
grogral? that its meabers have not indicated a need or

esire for,

Sigma Chi's demise comes just a little over a anonth before
vhat would have been its first anniversary on August 4.

(Christine Hochbergl

COMPHTER TAMPERING ERASES
PRAT OF VERNON'S MRIL LIST

(Valthan, MA) -- Folloving the eliaination of betveen 1,500
and 2,000 addresses fron their files, Vernon's Specialities
has issued a call for help to all gender community
or$nuauom. _ .

ernon Porter, president of the vell-known coonunxtl
business, said the elimination of the addresses from his
firn's computer hard disk vas deliberate, but would not
elaborate. He is asking that any of his customers who did
not receive the store's May/June newsletter or an{ expected
correspondence to contact thes imsediately so that any
discrepancies or omissions can be corrected.

The conguter incident is the third setback suffered by the
store in the past nine months. On October 10 of last year,
an araed guaman held up the store shortly after it opened
for the day. The gunman drove off with a safe police saK
contained at least $10,000. Two weeks earlier, thieves had
thrown a cinder block through the store's rear door and
ransacked a cash register. (Kyaberleigh Richardsl

MARINES HELD IN TU DEATH LN
SAN OTEGOD COUNTY

(Oceanside, CA) -= Tvo Camp Pendleton Marines have been
booked 1nto count{ jail in connection with the slaying last
Deceaber 10 of a trangvestite prostitute -in the.driveway of
a Oceanside motel (January '91 "Cross-Talk").

Jeffrey Todd Hammons and Todd Alan Thornton, both 24, have
been charged vith aurder and robbery and are being held on
$500,000 bail, a jail spokeswoman said. They wvere scheduled
to be arraigned May 24 in Vista |un1:égal court, she said.

Hamaons and Thornton were arrested {_22 at the base by
Oceanside Eolxce after a S¥-month investigation into the
aurder of Carlos Santiago, 25, who wvas also known as Carlas
Santana or "Tasha*.

Santzago vho reportedly vas one of about a dozen
transvestite prostitutes working doentown Oceanside, was
found dead from a gunshot wound to the chest in the drivevay
of the Wally Johnson Motel on North Hill Street. Palice
theorize that the killing may have been proapled by custoaer
dissatisfaction,

Oceanside Police spokesman Bob George said it took months
for authorities to gather enough evidence to obtain
varrants. The two Marines, both corporals, reportedlz
completed a tour of duty in the Persian Gulf vhile the
investigation vas undervay. They have not been linked to an{
of the other five s!a{ings reported in San Diego County las
{ear in which the victing vere irangvestites or

ranssexvals,

The other incidents include two transvestites found shot
in the head June 11 near San Diego Wild Animal Park (August
'90 "Cross-Talk®), both known prostitutes; a Norsal Heights
TV shot several times in the head and stomach July 2; a
transvestite grostxtute run over by a car on a Narth Park
street Septeaber 4 after fighting with the companion of the
car's driver; and a Tijuana'transsexual found November 23 on
the side of the road on Sunrise Highvay (December '90
*Cross=Talk"). The Novesber incident has been linked to a
five-year-old series of slayings of female prostitutes and
drug addicts being investigated by the Metropolitan Homicide
Task Forca. [(San Diego *Tribune)
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FEM TS SUES PENNSYLUANIA
FOR SURGICHL PROCEDURES

(Philadelphia, PA) == A suit filed in April in federal court
hare is creating an interesting twist on the oft-tried
attempt to force the gsvernleni or an insurance company to
pay for sexual reassxgnaenz surger{.

'he suit claims thal state Departaent of Public Velfare
officials violated the civil rights of “Erik V. §." by
denying him surgery to make nim'physically male. Unlike
n-to-f procedures, which are used only for transsexuals, the
nastectomy and hysterectomy Erik seeks are routinely funded
bytﬂed%care vhen necessary for the health of female

atients.

F Eric’s attorneY Stephen F. Gold, claims_that state
officials illega fy discrininated against Erik because of
his client's transsexualism, and have violated the federal
Medical Assistance Act by denying payments for necessary
surgery.

E?icyvas diagnosed as a transsexual in 1984, has been
taking hormones since 1987, and has been functioning and
living as a male for several years. But because of earlier
psychiatric and medical probleas, he is uneaployed and
receives Social Security and disabllit‘ qaylents.

Named in the suit as defendants are Welfare Secretary John
F. White Jr. and Don Jose Stoval, administrator of the
PhiladelBhia County Board of Assistance. Attorneys for the
Velfare Departaent had no comment on the suit.

("Renaissance News']

FOUNDER OF SUAN'S INNER
SORORITY DIES AT AGE 82

(Tralee, Ireland) -- Elisabeth P. Swan, gsgchic healer and
founder of Swan’'s Inner Sorority, died of heart failure on
March 29th at the age of 82. ,

Ms. Swan was barn in 8lenbeigh, Ireland, and entered into
the craft of psychic healing at the age of 12 at her
father's encouragement. She left Ireland at the age of 25
with an aunt and uncle, and lived {n Mew York City for many

ears. She became a nurse ind scholar, then moved to
zalifornia at age 40 afler har father died and left her a.
seall inheritance. She bought a house in the Santa Cruz
aountains and became well-known as a hands-on healer.

She became intrigued with the gender comsunity after
neeting Vendi Seabreeze in 1986. The following ¥ear, a2 seall
group called Swan's Inner Circle (later Svan's Inner
Sorority) vas foraed, using metaphysical lessons written by
its founder.

In March of last year, after a vision of her death, Ms.
Svan returned to her homeland. She is survived only Sy her
adogted daughters of the Sororltx.

She was cremated on Agril 3, with her ashes spread across

cosalc consunion and final rite of
ormed by the Sorority's sisters June 26.
{S.1.5. press release]

the bay of Ball¥heige.
passage was per

ELECTROLYSIS BY ANDIE

Electro-Blend & Flash Methods
(818) 709-7767

A MEMBER OF THE GENDER
COMMUNITY, PROVIDING A
NEEDED SERVICE TO HER SISTERS

G.A.L. COMES OUT IN FRUOR
OF SACRAMENTO LEGISLATION,
SUGGESTS SIMILAR BILLS

(Napa, CA) == While offering support for a bill pending
action by the Sacramento Cify Council, Gender Alternatives
~eague National Executive Director Cynthia Howard is
suggesting that the bill could be a model for sinmilar
teglslative action in other tities.

the bill, which vouldllodxfz e city's discrimination act
to exclude age, gender identity, marital status, and
physical appearance and/or disabilities as reasons for
exclusion in eneloglent, access to businesses, real estate
dealzn%s, or 1ty Dusiness. The changes, which vere modeled
after the Denver Civil Rights Act, would expand the scope of
the existing city code bannxn? discrinination based on
sexual preference. The code already provides for civil
action in the event of an business or individual's violation
of its provisions.

In bringing the proposed changes to the attention of the
gender coamunity, Howard said she believes the revised
ordinance could be used as a model for change in ather local
and state discrinination ordinances and laws. She has called
upon the community's leaders to research the issue and send
copies of any exx;tln?'laterxal on the subject to GAL so
that progqsed legislafion can be introduced in the
sunicipality or state affected.

Hovard has also written a letter to the American
Pslchxatrxc Association (APA) suggesting the addition of
GAL's tera '?enderxst'_v;th proper definition ta the
rorthcogxn? ourth revision of the Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (OSM-1V). She has
also given notice to the APA that any use of the tera in
conjunction with the gsychxatrlc teras transvestite and
transsexual will not be tolerated by GAL. Howard defines

ganderist® is 'an"person‘vho is part of the 98% of the
gender community which is mentally healthy and who because
of preference or gredxsposxtxon vishes to emulate the gender
opeosxte his/her biological sex’.

The letter to the APA goes or to object to the
aforeaentioned esycbxatrtc terns being applied to the entire
comaunity, maintaining that less than 2% of the community
have actualll been examined by the profession. Howard
further maintaing that those examirations have been biased.
She suﬁgests that transgenderisa te identified separately in
the OSA=IV, and that it'be specifically defined as "not a
sental illness and genderists not mentally ill*

{Kymberleigh Richards]

TS BRITISH DISC JOCKEY
CLAIMS DISCRIMINATION

(Exeter, England) -- A disc jockey who undervent a sex
change says he vas fired as a man, then offered less money
to do the sane job as a woman. ‘

Carolxne Jayne Monroe, who before undergoing two years of
surgica Erocedures to become a woman five years ago was
known as Glenn Richards, says she vas vas told by the new
aro ram director at he radio station that her services as

ichards are no longer required. Monroe said she was then
offered her old job as Carolyne, but for less money. In the
interest of broadcasting cons;sienty. she had continued on
the air usxng_her old male voice and persona despite a
throat operation to give her a more feminine voice.

Monroe claimed the cut in vages was not onlx‘an insult to
her, but to all vomen. A spokesman for Devon-Rir maintained
tnaﬁ the company has never operated a sexuall{
discriminatory pay policy, and said teras of the proposed
contract with Monroe were strx:tl{ confidential .

Local listeners were surprised to discover that Richards
and Monroe were the same person, but said it was more
important what she sounds like than what she looks like

{London *Independent*]



BETTY ANN LIND RECEIVES
PRINCE LIFETIME AUARD
FROM I.F.G.E.

(Denver, C0) -- Betty Ann Lind of Alexandria, Virginia, is
the rgctg;ent of the 1997 ¥irginia Prince Lifetine
Contribution Avard.

The Prince Avard is the highest and most prestiglous avard
conferred b} the Internationa! Foundation for Gender
Education (IFGE) and within the gender community. Previous
recipients are: er?inia Prince Rerself (1987); Merissa
Sherrill Lynn (1988), Ariadne Kane (1989); and Sr. Mary
Elizabeth, SSE (1990). . o

For Lind, the Prince Avard is the culmination of a
lifetime of crossdressing that began in childhood in a hotel
on a "tree’ street in the city of Chlca?o. Following a bout
vith rheumatic fever around the age of five, Lind
axzperienced her first skirts when female playmates dressed
him as a qirl for "pretend gales' and nased her "Batty”
after the popular cartoon character Betty Boog. _
erssdres51n3 experiences continued throughout Lind's
childhood and early adulthood. Along the var Lind earned a
Master of Arts degree from the University of Minnesota.

Lind co-founded the Minnesota chapter of FPE (Phi Pi
Epsilon) in 1964. She served as the Mid-Atlantic coordinator
for Tri-Ess from 1976-1980 and has been the editor and
?ublxsher of the Qutreach Institute’s *Our Sorority® from

978 to the present. Lind has held many offices in various
crossdressing organxzations. Most recently she has been a
aeaber of the [FGE Board of Directors since 1987.

Lind is no stranger to awards within the %gnder conaunity.
In 1980 she vas honored with the Tri-Ess Nalional Service
Avard; she vas also recognized as Miss Fantasia Fair that
sane year. In 1978 Lind received a Service Avard froam the
Qutreach Institute.

Lind's popularity in the crossdressing community is
universal and her name is known to crossdressers
transsexuals, their families, and to helping pro*essionals.
She en;ols a reputation of caring and concern for her
sisters that is seldom satched.

Asked prior to receiving the honor what message she aight
convey to the gender community follovxng nearly fifty years
of crossdressing, Lind replied, "Strength through unity. All
%rougs, ng matter vhat their crientation, should work
ogether for the common good‘ Ve are either going to survive
to?ether. or ve vill each hang separately.’ .

n addition to the Prince avard, the annual Trinity
Avards, recognizing extraordinary contributions and
accongiishlents in"the gender comaunity, were awarded at the
IFGE "Coming To?ether = Vorking Together® convention.
Honorees vere Ellen Summers (in recognition of her years of
taring, selfless service to others, as vell as her
kindness); Sheila Kirk (leader, teacher, and friend); Yvonne
Cook (an gx;raordxnarl exalgle of love, courage and
self-sacrifice); Boulton & Park Society (sponsorship of the
Texas "T* Party in a nilitantly conservative environaent);
Stanley Biber, M.0. (an outstanding sedical caretaker and
extraordinary human being); and Mariette Pathy Allen (a true
friend and suggorter of the gender comaunity).

ender Identity Center of Colorado newsletter]

HORMONE TREATMENTS DENIED
TO TS INMATE IN CALTFORNIR

(Sacramento, CA) -- A federal magistrate has refused to
order officials at the California Medical Facility at
Vataville to provide female hormone treataents for a
transsexual inmate, but has instead instructed thea to
conduct a thorough medical and ssychiatric review of the
inmate and recommend treatment ‘ _
‘t9-{ear-old Georqette Rebecca Belcher, who is serving a
life tera for kidnapping and robbery, clains depression and
anxiety attacks because prison officials have refused to
continue the hormone treatments she had received for several’
gears before being incarcerated in 1989 U.S. Magistrate
ohn Moulds chastised the California Department of
Corrections for not having a formal policy on the providing
of therapy to transsexualinmates. = _

A physician for the department testified he is reluctant
to Erescrlbe fenale horaones for male patients because they
could cause severe health problems. Arthur Mattocks, a
clinical pslchologxst at Vacaville, said there was no reason
to believe that Bélcher would suffer irreversible
gsychological damage from the loss of female appearance

ecause of the discontinuance of hormone treataent.

Mattocks said some male inmates at the facility had
received female horaones a fev years a?o, but that he was
unavare of any currently receiving that treatnent. Before
being incarcerated, Belcher had breast implants, but not a
sex thange operation. (McClatchy News Servicel
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NEW 900-NUMBER RESOULRCE
RCCESS SERVICE GOES ON-LINE

(Atlanta, 6R) == A nev automated telephone service has gone
on line to serve the national crossdressing community by
roviding resources to those who cannot otferwise learn of

e,

"Him 2 Fes Guide", operated by AudioTextures, incorporates
information regardxna organizations and publications, a
talendar of scheduled events and a shopping quide to helg
crossdressers 8urghase clothxn? and services. According Yo
editor Jerrie Atking, the service *hope(s) to provide
reassurance and diminish feelings for loneliness, guilt and

dissinilarity for those whose faaily. business and social
obligations are frightening and suf

, ocating to their feam
degxres'. _ o _

y refusing to accept sexuall‘ explicit materials for the
service, the new service hopes to reach those vho cannot or
vill not subscribe to crossdresser publications ar join
crossdresser qrganxzatxons. Atkins further hopes that by
using the audiolext qualities of ancnywity and ubiquity,
callers vill feel secure in calling and will eventually feel
part of the national gender community.

The service is accessible at 1-900-446-2336 for $1.07 per
ninute plus $2.00 connection fee. Information for the
service is being provided by the particigating groups and
services. [AudioTextures press releasel
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0OCTER RELASES RESULTS OF
GENDER ITDENTITY SURVEY

(Northridge, CA) == A potential meagure of transgendered
behavior wvas introduced by Richard F. Docter, PhCD. in the
first "feedback regort® on 2ig recent research.

A “Cross Gender Tdentity® (C81) score has been developed
by Docter, combining survey resulis in the areas of feminine
eenQer identity, maSculine gender identity, feminine role

aking, and desire for body feminization. A high (6l score
tends to occur with transsexuals and transgenderists,
according to Docter, because of indications of stronﬁ
feainine identity, social behavior, and desire for physical
change to accentuate femininity.

Docter has set a median score of 100 on the (6! scales and-
on the sub-scales that deteraine a CBI score. He says that
roughly 66% of his surve¥ group fall betveen 85 and 115 The
survey group consisted of 332 %enetxc nales, sade up mainly
of periodic crossdressers. Of that group.,léi described
theaselves as living full-time as women eithar vith or
without sexual reassignaent surgery. and 10% considered
themselves to be pre-operative transsexuals even though they
vere not living full-tine, o

Oocter stressed that his work is on-gozng in nature, and
that he is devtlog;ng a second gender i1dentity questionnaire
for future coapletion by the survey group. , _

(Kyaberleigh Richards]

TS UINS EARLY PENSION
POST-SURGERY

(Brisbane, Australia) -- In a landmark decision, the
Australian Adainistrative Appeals Tribunal has found that a
61-{ear~old vonan vho had had a sex change operation is
entitled to receive an age pension, even though men are not
eligible until thel turn'65.

The la{origy decision said that the law had to acknowledge
that Australian society peraitted sexual regssxgnlent
suraery to take place, and ihus the woman, identified only
as A.H., vas eligible for the pension at age 60, just as
other wvomen are.

The tribunal heard an appeal by Secretary of the
Department of Social Security Cerek Volker against a
decision by the Social Security Appeals Tribunal in Februarl
of last year. That tribumal had upheld H.H.'s appeal agains
a rejection of her aeﬁlxcation for an age pension because
the accompanying birth certificate said she vas a sale.

The Adainistrative Appeals Tribunal found it
*extraordinary® that counsel for Volker had stated the
department had no official policy on the satter, and invited
the iribunal to develop a policy. In respense, the tribunal
stated that "(t)he time has come to arrive at sose standard
by which to test a person's sex’.

H.H., who had lived as a vosan for many years, vas treated
by her local comaunity as such, and carried a Queensland
driver's license describing her sax as female. In fact, the
decision said, until she agpltld for the age pension one
sonth before her 60th birt day in 1989, she vas treated by
the Departaent of Social Securlt{ 4 2 voadn.

The decision stated that only trangsexuals who had
undergone sexual reassl?nlent lurgcrg should be classified
3s wonen for purposes of the Social Security Act. A
spokesvonan for the Degartlent said H.H's pension would be
backdated to when she lodged her orxgxnal P el vith the
Social Security Appeals Tribunal. [Sydney *Morning Herald'l

IF ¥0U SEE AN ARTICLE IN A WEWSPAPER OR
MABAZINE ABOUT TRAN v
<g

1 U

COMMUNITY, FLEASE SEND 1T

“CROSS-TALK"

P.O. BOX 9uuy

WOODLAND HILLS, CA 921365
GR FAX U3 THEZ mATICLE &T

(818) Iu47-4190

CROSSORESSING SHOPLIFTERS
PLAGUE MERCHANTS

(Fort Pierce, FL) == A tall, skinn{ black man in a green
floral dress is believed to have stolen some clothes fron a
Sabal Palm Plaza shop, leaving hehind eight lipstick-covered
alare censors that he apparerily bit off, the manager said.

The incidend is just one in a recent rash of aen in
dresses ripping off businesses :n 5t. Lucie and Martin
counties.

Police say the crossdressing shoplifters may have their
origing in a two-year-old Vesl Palm transvestite burglarz
ring. Seven men linked to that same group were arrested here
tvo and three years ago.

Several suspicious §ightings of men dressed as voaen have
been reported to local authorities latel!, vith some of the
conglaxnts conxng from security guards al Orange Blossom
Mall and at clot ing stores elsevhere.

Last month, a Por{ St. Lucie ?aln shop owner told
sheri1ff's deputies he sav a tall, skinny black man with a
five o'clock shadov slipping something under his
gxnk-and-blue floral dress. "Men in dresses are believed to

e responsible for three shoplifting casas in the Jensen
Beach Treasure Coast Square Mall --"two at JCPenney and one
at Sears -- officials say. o

In the latest incident at the Kick in the Pants clothing
store, the same transvestite seen in the store on Friday is
believed to have stolen at least four pairs of shorts and
jeans, the store manager said. [Tampa *Tribune”]

NEWS BRIEFS

Ouane Mockus, a San Diego transplant from Phoenix, had heard
the stories about California. Now he figures theyfre all
true. Mockus just got his new California driver license, and
the address is so garbled, he's amazed it made it through
the mail. But then everyihlng about his new license is
strange. His height is down ag 2'19*. Veight: 506. Hair

NBLL yes: U60. And then there's Duane's new Sex ... listed
as L.

Tapin% on the CBS sitcom *Evening Shade" had to be halted
recently when the vardrobe for Deita Burke of “Designing
Vomen®, produced by the sase company, vas 1nadVertent1¥
delivered instead of "Shade" co-star Marilu Henner's. The
studio audience had a few laughs while vaiting for the
correct clothes to arrive, as star Burt Reynolds modeled
sone of Burke's dresses from “Vomen® ... all of which proved
to be too big for hia!

The nev television series "Sisters® on NBC contains a plot
eleaent concerning a plastic surgeon who happens to be a
straight crossdresser married to a woman who finds out after
fifteen years of marriage. While the TV character is
presented in an honest vay, his vife is less so ... with her
initial hysteria at finding out suddenly wellowing to
conplete acceptance by the next episode.
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k¥yMBERLEIGH 5 CLIFEJRRD
SEX, GENDER AND TERMINMNOLOGY

by Kynberlei?h Richards
Editor & Publishar, “Cross-Talk"

Not long ago, I was talrxing with Virginia Prince about her
favorite su:;ec:, sex and Jender. And something she said in
the course of that convarsation cross-referenced i1n my head
to my favorite subject, terws within the gendar community.

What Vir%;nxa,said = garaphrasing here -- wvas that
transsexualisa !5 the only condition within our community
that deals with sexual tdentity rather than gender i1dentity.
On that basis, the ters transgenderist is every bit as valld
as transsexual, to some degree

vhat that also means to me is that the scale on which ve
have been measuring "transgendered behavior® ig agtually two
scales; One |easur1ng transvestic (or transgender) behavior
(vith transvestite at one end and transgenderist at the
ather), and the other measuring transsexual behavior
(beginn;ng at some point on the transgender scale and
con inuxn? to an end %oxnt of post-operative transsexual).

f you look at it that way, a lot of thxngs becone
clearer. Such as the TV who eventually decides he's TS. He
gets to that point on the T& scale where the TS scale begins
and changes direction. Others who get to that point on the
T6 scale, question whether or not they are TS, but do not
change direction.

In my case, this relationship between the two scales, sex
and gender, makes clearer my gourney throu%h the gender
community. I started on the T4 scale, got to the point where
the TS scale begins, changed scales, and then eventually
reached a point where [ didn't feel justified in proceeding
further along that scale. So I went back to the intersection
and rea groached the comaunity from the T6 scale. This
especially sakes sense when you consider that virtually all
transsexuals begin their journey through crossdressing.

Earlier, I said this approach_legitimizes the tera
transgenderist to some degree. The eroblel is, this arquaent
still “applies the terns t0 their entire scales, and there
not only needs to be a tera for someone who lives full-time,
at the other end of the T§ scale from transvestite, but
there probably should be a tern for somegne at the junction
goxnt, at the other and of the TS scale froa post-op
transsexual . '

[ do think, though, that we can start looking at the tera
"gender comaunity’ as meaning all members of both scales. Ve
ndw need to agree that there are two smaller comaunities
vithin that larger one; the transgendered comaunity and the
transsexual community ... both of 'whom have different
perspectives, both valid within the scope of the larger
conmunity. On that basis, "Cross-Talk® is geared toward the
transgendered community, because even when ve discuss TS
issues, we look at then from the TV/TG perspective. I'a
fairly certain that this line of thxnkxn? is unlikell to
offend either of the two cosaunities as 1t respects the
differences in viewpoints.

To many, it seems that [ keep asking these questions about
lan%uage vithout coming up with the definitive ansvers.
That's because 1 don't feel it would be appropriate to
sxnglg-handedlg dictate a list of "acceptable’ teras. But
it's just as obvious that the longer ve ?o on using
different teras to say the same things, the longer it will
take for society to know the differences between the various
conditions that sake up the gender comaunity, and thus the
longer it will take for society to understand us.

["believe it is time for all the leaders in our comaunity
to exchange ideas on the subject of lanquage, and to reach a
consensus on what anx of us vill nean vhen ve use a
particular tern. Until we have clear, universal definitions
of the teras and behaviors that make qf our conlunitr in use
by the mid-point of this decade, wve will never be able to
completel{ elininate mainstream public confusion.

And that's gust going to prolong the a?on{ ve all feel
because of pu

lic unacceptance of our litestyle.

TAG, vO4"RE IT
OUR MISSING ROLE IN SOCIETY

by Anne Blackvood

Qctober 16, 1390, '2:59%m: i'n sitiing here thinking about a
nuber 2of things, among them that which Renee Richards said
about surgery ezn? *a second rate solution” to the
psychological problems of gender confusion. Also ['ve besn
thinking about the labels question,

Qther cultures have created a place for such as us, giving
us a role. Our technological society has givenus a
technoloaxcal answer. Rather than putting a square peq in a
square whole, medicine/psychiatry/society puts us on a lathe
and turns us tnto a round peq and fits us into a hole it
recognizes. In other words, rather than ex andxng 1ts human
hor1Zons our culture would rather expand its technological
horizons and change that which does not fit its template
into something that does.

Better to change/blame the individual than recognize/adait
fault on sociely’'s part.

Perhaps ve should be defining new roles. Let us not forget
that prior to the latter half of this century SRS didn't
exist and therefore vas not an option. How then did -- using
current idiom == transsexuals of the BC [Before Christine)
era cope? How did they find a way to fit in? Now, ['a not
saying, "Let's go back to the bad old days.” [ an sayina.
vhat vere some of the methods the vere used to deal vit
these issues and hov can we adapt thes and introduce them to
our technoculture? Ve see that other cultures managed the 16
1ssue successfully, but their solutions can't be
transplanted directly into ours. A cardiac surgeon aust not
only carefulll satch a-donor heart with a hearl transplant
patient, but that heart and patient aust be treated
ctheaicals to reduce the possibility of rejection.

As auch as ve are forced to live outside our soclet{, to
the point of creating our own subculture (1 hate the tera
paraculture), we are still products of it. As meabers of the
industrialized First Vorld Vest we have a sechanistic mind
set, though many of us try to unlearn it, that aind set
deteraines not only the kinds of solutions ve find, but
deteraines the kinds of probleas ve define. Deteraines the
questions we ask.

A fev coluans ago the issue vas terms. Transvitate.
Contragender. Ve are talking about something very similar to
the Berdache (as | understand it), but nat quite the same
since, at the very least, ve are £alk1ng about two very
different cultures.

Anather question occurs to me now, or gerhaes a glimpse of
the future. Hov are wve changing society by introducing the
concept of the Transvitate? Are ve tgaching it that nothing
is black and white? Are ve teaching it thal there are nore
than just the engineers’' viev of the universe? It is not a
neydconcept, just a foreign one. Vell, this is just an
aside.

Ve are products of our.sociezz, and at the sane time
society is a product of its meabers. As long as we remain in
the closet we have effect on society and the status remains
quo. As we blossoa in view of society, va affect it and our
presence changes it. As the flover goos to seed and the seed
drogs to the ground and gerainates those changes take root.
We then become part of a sociological ecosystes. Ve feed and
are in turn fed. The time to plant is now.

(Comments and criticisas aay be sent to. Anne Blackwood,
P.0. Box 1251, Beverly Hills, CA 90213-1261.1

YOUR LETTERS TOQ THE EDITOR ARE WELCOME,
GLEASE SEMD THEM TO:

"CROSS--TALK"

P.0O. BOX 944

WOODLAND HILLS, CA ?

1365-0944
. OR FAY THEM TQ US AT <213 -4

247-4190

o Ty
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THE CHBUDSTR=N
MICROCOSMIC DELUSIONS

by Phaedra Kelly

Language might vell appear to reflect thought, but it hagdlI
does so very well 1t iz s;n?ularly cluasy and inefficien
communicator == and always will be, unless and until
assuaption, presumption ang sophisi gersonalgzatxon are
reaoved from perception, miking the human animal at last
tapable of expressing itself in our thought with some
certainty of understanding. .

Qver the last two hundred years, painters, sculptors and
sundry other. branches of the arts have been trying to
replace language for exactly that reason. It hasn™t vorked
because ultimately, to pass comment at all, wve come back to
the spoken and vrliten vord formed vithin the 3rex aatter in
vhich each is a erxsoner until death, expressed through a
very personal set of exgeriences and frames of reference.

And that is exactly why the teras transvestite,
transgenderist, crossdresser, transsexual, etc., have not
been working, why the :onlunit¥ is discussing alternatives,
and why, since ay tera Gender Transient is also born of
language, it also has language against it.

To me it seens that only a person esdroiled in a thin
canopy of self-delusion, nervous of any true expansion or
change, vould challenge alternatives as soon as they show
thease] ves, despite having acknovledged the need for thea.
Perhaps ve need to fora a committee o discuss teras. You
know nothings ever really impossible until given to a
conaittee!

Fear of change is vaunted to be a very male habit, so
perchance there is still some pole of masculinity inside our
very "feaale" meabers. Qr perhaps it's just as a 67 would
see it! a part of a being a coneletg husan being (or total
androgyne) in which one voice illuminates the next and one
gender touches the other. QObviously, an umbrella tera must
enconpass all others. I would never suggest the expulsion of
other teras under an uabrella ... since TV and TS have for
so long been the only umbrella, have other teras been
exBelled br that uabrella? .

Itinate {, free choice makes the change. If sufficient
people elect, from conscious personal decision, to be called
one or the other, that is how it should be. But how, for
exanple, do TSs fit in with shifting across gender ines?
Not very well, apparently, .i their probleas, needs for
every more secure, closed and closeted eroug:, and endless
paranoia would su?gost, Even as they sake the brave stand to
change their own [ives for theaselves, they appear to run
avay from true personal choice. Many academics think that if
nales vere free to be "gender benders® or TVs and not so
condeaned by men for their actions or vomen for invading
“their” space, that TSs would cease to exist (or at least
becone fewer), and surgery would seldon prove to be the only
solution. After all, as Anne Blackwood points out in her
Jgnuar{ coluan (which is what got me started on this
dissertation), Kymberleigh seens to manage vithout surgery,
and so too do I.

But then, swapping one half-life for another is not really
the ansver (except in atosic physics). A scdern wosan can be
a touboi_or pover dresser ... or bisbo, housevife, anything
he/she likes. So, too, can a TS. My friend Clare Steen (vho
I shall introduce to §°" sore fully in a future coluan), as
a self-described GT/TS, has a dirty job in a factory, where
she vears blue jeans because of the work. Yet her ndle
doctor and the mainland TS group contend that she should
vear a skirt, even thouah a feaale in the same position will
opt for the same jeans Clare wears.

Clare calls herself a °TS woman®, not wanting to use the
second tera without the first, because she is sufficiently
confident of the level of her femininity of aind and
attitude to eabrace what's left of her masculinity and an
aqvanta%e and option to be used and applied to her total
life. She can do what's male in her own sveet, feainine vay.
Besides, she looks good in jeans!

1, too, know what'l as. A true androgyne, far from fearing
finding out. It is me and others like ayself that are
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PROCEED WITH CAUTION
by Eileen McCleary
{This column originally appeared in 1989.]

hen a transggndered person vas expelled from Disneyland, a
lawsuit wvas discussed. | would urge caution on the part of
our Comaunity there.

Using the guns of the government to "make' a business deal
vith us on our own terms could be as much a dangerous
?recedent as 2 "landmark”. The more we use the courts to
force others to accept us, the less free everzonev--
including ourselves == becomes. Furthermore novxn% the
tendency of some elements in the Community o push the
linits of good taste (you know EXCEED is what i really
aean), the most certain abuse of any new-found rxghts is -
gore iikely to stir up resentment against us, rather than
promote our atceRtance. _

The key issue here, as i see it, is the right of a
business owner to establish the conditions under which he
(or she) will offer service to the public. i know that the
notion of a dress code, for example, is obnoxious to most of
us, especially when it is applied as a double standard
betveen the ladies and the gentlemen (what restaurant has
EVER required neckties on the ladies?). Nevertheless, if a
business owner decides that he wants to operate his
establishment for the benefit of those who prefer such an
environsent, he has a moral right to do so. Qur remedy is to
take our business elsevhere.

i realize that the courts have, of late, decided that they
can limit a business owner's options -- this does not mean
that they did so in JUSTICE. .

Furtheraore, the more ve encourage the courts to take this
sort of action, the more likely it is that, one day, that
gouer vill be used against us, perhags not as a Community,

ut as individuals pursuing other interests.

WE know that most of us are family people who, in fact, do
fit the sort of image that Disneyland wants to serve. i
vould urge a letter-vriting campaign to educate the
aanageaent at Disney. Suggestians might include the creation
of a fev single-user his-or-hers aptional restrooas, so that
the gender conflicted can use thea vithout the females in
attendance feelxng that their security is being coneronxsed.
[f ve get the wor sBreqd nationvide, I believe that even
the Disney management will see an economic advantage in some
kind of accommodation. .

[t is ay hope that in writing, we will conduct ourselves
as ladies, just as we vould if we were visiting the park.
The best weapon ve have toward :hangxn? public perceptions
of our Comaunity is a consistent ladylike demeanor under all
circuastances.

What do [ mean by "ladylike®? A lady is neither loud nor
abrasive -- rather, she 1s firm, persistent, and caln.

expanding our boundaries beyond petty borders. To those like
Anne Blackwood who claim that TSs have a "pretty good sense
of gender and sex’, I vonder about the reams of paper,
nigazines, letters, etc., both inside our connunx@{ and out,
in the media and acadeaic circles, that cannot, will not,
and has not concluded or concurred on just what a TS is.

No, within our microcosa of the mainstrean, there is a
little toy vacuum of delusions, holding onto all the faults
of mainstrean society as glaythlngs. o

Infinite ogtxons_doesn' sean a lack of discipline; to the
contrary, rather, if one has that many options some will be
bad, vrong either for the person or society, therefore one
has a strong if sinple, discipline and code of behavior to
follov. Needless asgects of guilt and concern can be trismed
avay, but the actual use of such quides to choice should be
pgsx%ive and applied through one's ability to adapt and
adopt.

As a related point, [ would like to further clarify my past
(CONTINUED, NEXT PAGE)



VAR POFULI
YOUR PERSONAL NICHE

bx Tere Frederickson _
(from "Gender Euphoria’, Boulton & Park Society)

Recently, I've had accasion o discuss personal levels of
transgendered behavicr with quite a few folks. A lot of it
vas for my own benefit, to see if there was anyone else out
there who had found a transgendered "comfort level” akin to
the one [ had finally settied on. Surprise! There were a lot
aore than [ thought! . ;

Because I'l.%o;ng‘to discuss this from a personal asgect,
['ve couched it in"M2F teras; however, the same concepts
also appll_FZH.

['ve noticed a_nuaber of us who self-classify as
transgenderist (T6) -- or |a¥be there is such a _
classification as a non-SRS TS. We're very female oriented,
but don't see a need at this Boxnt to complete SRS. H{
personal philosoghy is that SRS is only necessary if (1) you
vish to be sexually active with straight males or (2) you
aust align your body so that your ghysically patch your
self-image 1n all female aspects. At this goint. ['ve found
[ can live in harsony vith myself vith just secondary female
characteristics. This, then, mandates a therapy that is not
offxcxall‘ sanctioned b¥ the U.S. sedical community --
hormone therapy alone. Thus ['ve been forced to go outside
the nedical community 'standard” for treataent to lY
gersonal satisfaction. The hormones not only are allowing ae
0 achieve an accogtable body image, but seea to have a
caloing effect with me, so ['a much more relaxed and in a
nore desirable mental state. Regardless of whether the
effect is a direct result of the hormones or psychosomatic,
the effect is ?osxtxve:

The problea I have with current nedical thinking in the
U.S. is the failure to recognize the validity of a
transgendered behavior vhere SRS is not indicated yet
varrants horaone therap{. Or. Richard Docter prob II cones
closest to recognizing this in his book, but it still falls
slightly short of the mark. Sadly, I believe, a lot of folks
go hrough the exgense and pain of SRS when gust horaone
herapY alone would have been satisfactor{. ut the vay the
nedical community has set it up/dictatad to us, you can't
get hormones under the HBISC unless Kou're diagnosed as a
good candidate for SRS. Basitally, the medical community is
still on the back side of the iearning curve when it comes
to completely understanding all facets of transgendered
behavior and the multiplicity of possible therapies. So, it
seens that stodgy old coots are best by lack of imaginative
thinking == tou re either all male or all female inphysical
appearance; there is no such thing as a vell-adjusted person
who is a combination of both phys :alll.

['ve alvays advocated finding a level of transgendered
behavior that fits within the context of the rest of K°“'
life and vhere you can life that life in harsony. I think
some people let transgendered behavior rule their lives
rather than |ak1ng it just a go:lttvc aspect of the vhole
person. Some of this may be atiributable to the nedical
connunitg, vhere sone ¢ aust got to a level of therapy
beyond that which may be sufficient. In other vords, they
are driven into an ieproper niche and thus are not in
complete harmony wit the rest of their life expectations.

Jespite havxna focused this editorial largely at one area
of transgendered behavior, 1 believe it also serves to
emphasizé the importance of each transgendered person having
the freedom to find their own personal niche on the ‘
;rans%endered behavior scale. If ¥our transgendered behavior
is not in balance with the rest o {our life, then there's
something wrong. It also points to the value of using other
geople as a "sounding board® in order to arrive in your
confort zone".

[ know this is a potentially controversial topic, but it's
a subject that must be broached on the vay to a coaplete
understanding of transgendered behavior. A person part male
a?g par:,felale physically can indeed be a viable
alternative.
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THE OMBUDSTRAN ...

stance as the comaunity's "pain in the arse’. | own the
rgsﬁonsibility for having refined that label into an analogy
vith the oyster and cultured pearl. Consider that the ‘
natural, uncultured ?earl is irritated b{ a piece of sand in
the same vay, the difference being that the cultured one
demands the introduction of the irritant by human aeans.
vere {4 not that a certain oortion of this so-called
tommunity has chosen to react to e and make me alien to it
and maverick, [ would to that portion be a natural irritant.
Contrary to popular misconceptions, [ an not trying to --
or vanting to == haul TV/TS groups out into the raw, open
vorld. You don't save a drovnxn? person by trying to drown
everyone on the edge of the bank. To continue the analogy,
you're only on the od ou are not safe inland by any

"
-neans. It's written tgai {ranquility is not shelter from the

storm, just peace of mind vithin the stora. Ships in harbor
are safe from storm, but that's not what they vere built
for. There are ways of coming out just far enough to do
these things in our own special and Earticular val.

My point about 6T is that behind it goes a wvealth of
information, a certain healthy attitude to the self, anda
truth vorthy of eabracing because it is the modern tera for
what ve are, before we be?an to be noticed so auch as to be
buffeted back and forth. In the old va¥, assimilation meant
that we did the changing of others, self-confident in what
vere wvere, all things to all people. 8{ relaxnxng 50, we
vere able to influence society from within, not be
influenced by society. .

I¥ nov seeas as though our communities in groups and the
free vorld are at least doing the other kind of
assinilation, rushxn% for camouflage wherever it looks
safest ... firs} to the feminists Lo do their bidding, then
to the male professionals to be shaped into their idea of a
"nev voman’, then back to the radical feminists and straight
gays ... and so on, like a pointless, shapeless, indecisive,
xnﬁicure. and ultimately disappointed tennis ball in a very
silly qame.

Geological time guts our true roots all of a month ?ast,
and the roots of all the other illusory shelters bare { half
a day. Ve cane first, vill endure, and shall be humanity's
destiny. I know what [ am and where [ am aiming to go, and
it's not, thank the Dual Deities, into any deluded
aicrocosa.
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THE MAKEUP MIRRIR
EYESHADOW COLOR DO°S % DON'TS

by Valerie Driscoll

Oear Val: In trying to find the right eyeshadow colors,
["ve experinented aglot and really ﬁavgnYt been satisfied
vith any of the results. [ tried matching the color to my
eyes, but it seemed to wash them out. [ even tried two or
three colors at a time, but either [ picked the wrong colors
(again) or [ just don’t know how to appl{ thea. Or did [ use
tod many colors at a time? And why aren't you supgosed to
use blue? usan, Ohio

Qear Susan. You sure sound confused about eyeshadow! It's
not as difficult as it way seem. There are a few general
rules, but to be more sgecifit, atrip toa Erofe551onal
cosmetologist would be the most beneficial. First, lighter
colors look better right under the eyebrow arch and in the
niddle of the eyelid. Darker colors are better placed in the
trease, extending up anf blending toward the end of the
eyebrown. The most flattering dark colors are purple,
burgundy, autuan green and brown. Blue eyes can wear deep
blue or turqouise in the crease or smudged over the lower
lash e{eliner, but don’t overdo it and don't wear it on the
lid. Blue shadow does tend to wash out the color of blue
eves, so if you must wear it, be sure the shade contrasts
vith your e{es. Brown eyes can wear blue on the lid, but
again, don't overdo it. Three different colors of shadov are
usually the maxiaum, and sticking with natural earth tones
is your best bet.

(If you have questions about makeup, please write to Valerie
Oriscoll at the addressd belov. Questions of general
interest vwill be answered in this coluan.]

HAIR> TO WEAR,> ‘WIGS
1716 Andreo Averue, Torrance, CA 90501

« High Quality Wigs
+ Home Delivery Service
« Private Appointments Available

Also Festuring: Joe Blasco Cosmetics

Valerie Driscoll 213/320-5015

-Indeed, for the part-time cross

- good rule @

IF YOUR BOYSELF WEARS GLASSES

YOUR GIRLSELF NEEDOS THEM TOO.

GIVE HER THE CONSIOERATIONM A LADY ODESERVES
GET HER A PAIR OF SEAUTIFUL FEMININE GLASSES.

We offer compiets agtical sawvic
at rassonabdie prices. Over 300 styles

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

ASK FOR ELLIOTT AND SAY THAT YOU ARE A
FRIEND OF KYMBERLEIGH.

We Rave private fitting rooms and are understanging
af the nesds of TVs. No smbdar or

REGAL OPTICIANS
2402 W, 6tH St.. Los ANGELES

(213) 382-7606

FARSHION MOTEECOH

USING TELEVISION A5 A TOOL

by Kyaberleigh Richards
(acting as guest columnist)

Much has been said and writier about how we can develop a
fashion sense by observing the 3enetic females around us.

resser, havxng an everyday
nale appearance makes it natural ta girl-vatch; to the
casual observer, unaware of your motivations, nothing
unusual is taking place. Even for the transgenderist or
transsexual, there is nothing overtly unusual for one wosan
to scrutinize another's appedrance; wosen are alvays
checkxng each other's hair, makeup, and outfits. But for
those vho fee] even a little uneasy about girl watching for
this reason, the solution is close at hamd’

Han; have used mail-order catalogs, such as Lane Bryant or
Avon Fashions, to get a sense of what colors and styles work
well together. Unfortunately, these catalogs do not come out
frequently enough to allov a continuous updating of {our
criteria. Fortunately, cable television has come to the
rescue.

Virtually ever§ cable system has expanded to the point
vhere hoae-shopping channels occupy at least one channel.
The most popular are Home Shopexna Club (HSC) and Quality
Value Convenience (QVC) Network. Unfortunately, the network
that used to be the sost useful, the J(Penney Television
Shoppxn% Channel, recentl{ vent off the air. JCPenney used
to devote the vast majority of its Brograquing tovard
vonen's fashions, but both HSC and QVC still provide a
significant amount. The advanta?e for the transgendered
individual is that the parade of fashians is ever-changing
and ;he{ are nodeled on-camera by live models, which i§ a
distinc 1n€rovelont over looking at a photo in a catalog.
Plus you get to see all sides of an outfit, not Lust
whatever angle the catalog photographer thought best!

¥hile home=-shopping channels are a convenient, secure way
to shop, with only a few drawbacks, [ would first like to
discuss hov sustained viewing of these cable services can
1lgrove your fashion sense.

eaember that not every style l:oks good on everyone, If
you have detersined what colors ook ?ood on gou (see the
past two months' coluans), then you will be able, when an
outfit in Kour colors appears on screen, to better estimate
hov it might look on you. After a while _Zou vill begin to
aore quic ly recognize the styles that fxl your image. A
thuab is that if you don't find the model's
aRpoarance.on-calera attractive, odds are that the outfit
she's wearing von't look good an you, either.

As for the convenience of shopping by cable, all of these
networks have a policy of "one ordering name to a
household”. This means that whoever orders something from
then, theY vill alvays use the same name that their computer
has on file for that address as the "meaber®. How this works
in your favor is that even if a wife or daughter ﬁlaces an
order, if the husband's name is on file, that's the name
they'll mail under. Ubviouslg,_no one there is going to find
it odd that "John Jones" is being shipped a size 18 dress
ey'll all presume it's for John's vife and that his
name is the one the computer has on file for their home. And
there certainly isn't anything "suspicious” about UPS
delivering a packa?e from a home-shopping network! Best of
all, at least one THSC) has an automated ordering system
uging your touch-tone ghono. 80 once you've ?laced your
first order (which could be for a set of tools, or a small
apgllaqce, or whatever) with an operator, your account is
established vith the computer and subsequent orders won't
even require you to say another word to a live operator.

Even if you never order from these channels, though, you
can use thea to develop {our fashion sense, if you just
vatch thes vith the right attitude.

HAVE YOU ASKED A FRIEND TO
SUBSCRIBE TO “CROSS-TALK"?



TRANSSEXUALISM AND THE CHURCH: UNJUSTIFIED MUTILATION?

PART 1: INTO THE WHIRLWIND
bz Sr. Harg Elizabeth, SSE
(Courtesy J2CP Information Services)

There was a time, not so iong ago, wvhen most answers could
be found within the pages of "the 8ible. The twentieth
century, however, has given birth to forces which have had a
dramatic affect on all those iruths that we regarded
yesterday as self-evident certainties. Change is everywhere,
and as Bishop John Shelby Spong has pointedout, *(blefore
our normal life expectancy is concluded, the ra{g and
rapidity of change will make our day look as if it had been
cagtured_by a slov-motion camera.' '

hristian res?onse to the new insights and realities of
our world has often been condemnation. Galileo and
Copernicus vere excommunicated, vaccinations and lefi-handed
peogle vere condeaned for beina Satanic, and anything
cthallenging the authority of the church is condeaned as

heresy.

The world of Jesus' day has changed, and the world
continues to change. Vithin this whirlwind of change, ve
aust live and vorship and witness.

In bits and pieces that are often the subject of lively
debate, twentieth century science has been teaching us more
about the fine points of how we == wen and women -- differ.
Ve are learning more about our ph{siology, our psycholoay,
and how social interplay between the two influences both.
For each question answered, hovever, a dozen more remain to
be ansvered. Questions about the ethics of sex reassignaent
%roduce even more lxvelz debate; coming down in the end to
he conservative viev that sex reassignaent is xnherentl{
vrong of to the liberal view that it 1s the right thing to
do in Eroperly selected cases.

Mora ilglxcat1ons of sex reassignaent surgery vere
evaluated by Catholic theologians at the Pope John Center in
$t. Louis in 1983, Thex conceded that "[ilf it vere eossxble
for a person ob:ectxve_{ to be of one gender while at the
sane tine of the opposite anatomical and physxolo?xcal_sex,
then in such a situation hormonal and surgical alterations
tould be seen as corrective rather than bexn? an
unjustifiable type of mutilation in the theological sense.’
Their conclusion, however, was that *... no clear and
definitive moral decision in favor of transsexual surgerz
tan be made because of lack of convincing proof that Suc
disharmony does objectively exist and that transsexual
surgerz could be justified as corrective and therapeutic.’

O0n the other hand, their position was found to be
curiously anbivalent b‘ Jesuit priest R, H. Springer.
Springer pointed out that the Catholic theologians ,
acknovledged that "(bloth the transsexual and the theragxst
aay vell be convinced that the sur?erl vould be genuine Y
therapeutic and ethically accegtab e,” and that "Some
gastoral counselors ... may vell make sose judgement (i.e.,

hat surgery is morally justified).” While continuing to
hold thelir gosxtxon that sex reassignment surgery vas
"unjustifiable autilation,® however, they went on to
reconsend that “one should never consider transsexual
sur?ery until all other treatment possibilities have been
explored.® This recommendation is one that cannot be
overstressed.

Moral theologians look to the Bible for their answers. As
a source of moral values, it needs no apolo?z. "0f all the
literature that has come to us from the world's ancient
civilizations, none is more fascinating == or as erovocatxve
== as the Hebrew Bible. [t is highly esteened by three of
the world's great relxgxons -- lslan, Judaisa, and
Christianity -- and {e to many geople it seens perglexing
to read, and difficult to understand. Is it possible to
nake sense of its contents in a way that says something to
peogle living at the end of the twentieth century? As one
aight expect, the Bible contains no direct references to
gender identity confusion or grenatal sex deteraination. So
vhere can ve look for answers? .

The controversy surrounding sex- reassigneent surgery has

raged for aver thirty ;ear;. The cause(s) of transsexualise
are disputed among professionals; sost of the controversy
facusing on vhether the eticiogy is psxchqgenic or organic.
Lackxng obiectxve evidence, moral theologians have thus
concluded that sex reassxgnlent,sqrgery as a treataent
nodality is suspect and "unjustified wutilation.®

The debate has led many Christians to become very vocal
and insistent about the immorality of sex reassignment,
re{egtin? sex'reassi$nlen§ surgery as ' ... intrinsically
outside the limits of ethical medicine.® (Ashley and
0'Rourke), or as an abomination of God. These same peogle‘
often go on to use Scripture as a club to inflict quilt on
the transsexual. As a result, many transsexuals live in
agon§,.sxncerely'trxing to reconcile their commitnent to 6God
in Cnrist to their ‘uninvited dileama.* .

god has shown by His actions and nature that His love and
concern extend to every area of human life. At the heart of
the book of Deuteronomy is the instryction to "Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with
all Kour stren?th' (Deuteronony 6:5]. Likewise, love for
neighbors is also advocated -- *Do not seek revenge or bear
a grudge a?axnst ane of ¥our qeogle, but love your neighbor
as yourself® (Leviticus 19:18]. Jesus stresses the
iaportance of these two commandments by repeating thea in
the Gqsgel of Matthev 22:34-40 -= {.e., "Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all {our soul and vith all
Iour aind. This is the first and greatest comsandment. And

he second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All
the Lav and the Prophets han? on these two comsandaents.”

In other words, our love of God sust issue in love for
sen. William Barclay calls our attention to the order of the
conmandaents, however; "[ilt is love of God first, and love
of man second. It is only when ve love Bod that man becomes
lovable. The Biblical teaching about man is not that man is
a collection of chemical elements, not that man is part of
the brute creation, but that man s wade in the image of 8od
(Genesis 1:26-27). It is for that reason that man is
lovable. The true basis of all democracy is in fact that
love of God. Take away the love of God and ve can becone
angr{ at aan the unteachable; ve can becose ?essilistic
about man the unimprovable; ve can become callous-to man the
sachine-ninder. The love of man is firaly grounded in the
love of od." _

Barclay's coqnentar; is carried a step further by the late
Alan Paton == i.e., "lsaiah 1:10-18 and Matthew 25:34-40
nake it clearer to us vhat God's cause is. [t clearly has
sonethxng to do with caring for others. [f ve do not care
for or about others, then no amount of churchgoing, no
nuaber of observances, no amount of nonet given, no amount
of believing, will ?ive us any cause warth working for. In
fact, one cannot believe in God in a religious sense unless
one has this concern for others. To love means to bring
one's whole life under discipline, extreme in the case of
Francis, ‘wholesose’' in the case of sost others. This
discipline, even if not extreme, seans, negatively,
refraining from an¥ unloving or mean or cruel act, and
positively, the offering of oneself to be made an instrument
of God's peace.” Clearly, our greatest offenses are to be
unloving and uncaring.

The Bible, as ve've seen, is yer{ clear about our
responsibilities and relationshxp 0 God and our neighbors,
but does it say anything about sex reassignaent?

GENOER-BENDER FACTQID: A follow-up by the Montefiore
Hedical Center in New York Cxt( of 14 Eost-opera@xve
that they all had achieved %ood
psychosocial stabilitr,'vith continued employaent and the
naintenance of close friendships. None of the 14 regrettad
4heir decision to have surgery.
9
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POLITICAL ACTIVISM: A TREND?
by Roger E. Peo, Ph.D.

Political Action Committees -- we have all heard of thea,
usualll in connection with iobbtlng Congress for some
special interest group. Claser to home, the gay and lesbian
comaunity used this concept Lo begin the slov process of
thanging the public's attitude toward thea. This movement is
nov energzn% 1naa ?art of the transgender community.

While at the 1991 IFGE convention in Denver, I had several
ogeortunlties to talk with C{nthxa Hovard of the Gender
Alternatives League. Her goal is to remove the stx?la from
gender-associated behaviors that do not fit the cu
nora. While her current focus is on the removal of
transgender behaviors fros the OSM categories, I suspect
that fer goals are auch broader. .

[ also Rad the opportunity to talk with many other meabers
of the transgender conlunit{ in a variety of settings, The
resulting view, for me, is that the connun;tﬁ_is roving and
changing‘ Not only have some differences within the
comaunity been resolved, there is also some evidence that we
are becowing more active in educating the community about
transgender behaviors.

There has been a rapid grovth in both the nuaber and
strength of organizations that support the geogle of the
conlunitl. In some ways this change parallels the :han?es
that took place in the gay and lesbian community some 15
years ago. Are {ou on the same track? In many ways the
similarities between the transgender and gay comaunities are
quite striking, gsgecially so vhen one focuses on the
crossdresser. Neither are visible unless they choose to
reveal themselves. While some would say that you can spot
(identify) a gag person by their looks, that 1s not true.
Further, both the gay and the crossdresser (had) have a lot
to lose bl "going %u lic". In fact, despite progress, this
is still true for the gay. Just vitness the phenosenon
called "outing® where Someone who is in the closet is
identified as qay b¥ someone who is out of the closet. While
public acceptance of gays and lesbians have improved, there
are still many bigots and “gay bashers® left. .

The question is whether the gains to be made by becoming
aore visible outweigh the very'real potential for loss. | -
suspect the jury is'still out for the gay community.
However, the trans?ender comaunity has benefited from the
%ay community's efforts to gain public acceptance. [ suspect

he time is soon coming when ve vill see some movement in
the transgender comaunity to build on this foundation.

However, before you move in that direction, it is
necessary to carefully foraulate just what it is that you
vant the public to accept. What the gays asked for vas
sinply respect and tolerance. They did not want to display
their behavior. Will such be possible for the transgender
community, especially if one aspect of the desired
acceptance is public consent to crossdressed males?

tural

[1f you have something you would like Or. Peo to write about
or have a rebuttal send it ta P.0. Box 4887, Poughkeepsie,
NY 12602 or call (914) 452-8405. ALl comaunications are
confidential. This column say be reprinted in any non-profit
organization's nevsletter so long as Or. Peo's name and
address apgear in the regrxnted version. All others aust
obtain written approval.

wriTe pirecT! ot WOMEN

WHO WISH TO MEET SHEMALES

No forwarding FEES everl
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P.O. Box 1604
Eugene, OR 97440-1604 USA
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INTRODUCING TED % ANN

by Cynthia Phillips
vith Ted (Buffy) and Ann

Now that [ will be writing this cofumn in *Cross-Talk®
again, 1'd like to introduce you to two friends from one of
our regional groups: Ted (Bufty) and his wife Ann. They are
a young couple in their wid-thirties, married over five
years. Ann did not know of Ted's crossdressing before she
parried hin; hovever, she has an q?en aind and is a fairly
accepting sgguse, althou?h she still does not coapletel
understand his feelings (for that matter, neither does Ke!).

Ted and Ann vill be sharxn% this column with se, off and
on, for the next several months, answering letters that I
think are of general interest to SOs.

Dear Cynthia: [ have been married to John for aver 12 years,
ut have only known about his crossdressing for five o¥
those ¥ears. 1 wust tell you that if I hadknown about this
side of him before ve got married, I dan't think [ would
have married hin. Ve minage to have a wvell balanced
relationship most of the time, and | am able to tolerate his
"dressing ug' 4 fev times 2 month. Qur problem stems from
the desire he hag for ae to go vith hin to his crossdressin
group neetings. Do vives go o these things? What goes on a%
hese "neetings®? Why does he want ne to go? [ am afraid to
go for several different reasons, and vou?d like some
reassurance as to what thel do at a "seeting® and vhat my
status would be. Also, alt ough [ an fairly comfortable with
Ay husband when he is "dressed®, I don't know if I could
handle other men dretsed as women. It all szems somehov
1mmoral and strange. - JE

Ann. This is almost exactly how [ felt before I went to a
crossdressing party the first tine. It reallY is Rerfectly
normal to feel reluctant about goin?, Actually, they are
{ust like any other garty, except all the people are wearin
he same type of clothes. If you can imagine a party of jus%
vomen with no men, you can form 2 picture in your aind of
what it's like. After Kou.taik t2 some of the aen, you will
fund they are verz such like ai! the other men Kou Kave
spoken to, vith the exception that they are auch nore
sensitive and easier to carry on a conversation with than
nost "normal® men. As to their apqearance. some do look like
.2 "man in a dress’, while others look and sound a great deal
like vomen. In conversation, though, there really is no
doubt that they are male, There ady be a vomen's group, as
ve have in our organization. Before [ vent to the nixed
parties, | vent to several vives and SO meetings wvhere I vas
able to talk to other women who had the same concerns I did.
Most of us sooner of later do go to the regular monthly

(CONTINUED, NEXT PAGE)
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NATIONAL PUBLICATION REVIEW

Ve got a lot of mail this past month, so this is going to be
one of our longer NPRS ...

NEV NATIONAL T6/TS MAGAZINE Q%QUTS: The premiere issue of
rysalls Quarterly gus.xs't y the Atlanta Gender
Information Service (AE8IS), has a decidedly transgenderist/
transsexual content. Asticles included a feature on SRS and

hormones, the iaportance of losing weight for a better
self-image while in transition, two personal transition
stories, and an informative article on cosputer bulletin
board systens.

While AEGIS director Dallas Denny admits that the new
ragazine's primary focus vill be on transsexualisa, ! find
that its approach makes it understandable for those whose
niche in the gender community comes from a transvestite
direction.

AEGIS also is publishinE a bibliography of gender
dysphoria on computer disk. Available formats are MS-00S/I1BM
compatible (3%¥" and 5¢"), Macintosh, and Atari ST,

TRANSSE XVAL -THEMED “OUR SgRORlTY"uDallas Denny also acted

as ?ues editor of the Tatest edition of Quireach's fine

publication, which is expandin? (again) to become a %uarterly
In addition to several articles written b{.Dgnny, he

jssue features articles by vell-known TS activi

Clinton Jones and Sister Mary Elizabeth.

_For fans of editor Mary Ann Lind's autobiograph{ "Many
Little Kindnesses®, which has been serialized in the past 11
issues, Lind has announced that the first nine chapters are
Eeégg'rexssued as a book titled "The Little Girls in the

obby".

FOURTH ANNIVERSARY 'EN 'F Uﬁ?ﬂl!ﬁ ALBUN: As
reqular viewers of I%E'EEQQE"1E§§§¥§§§EEQ prograa knov,
"En Femne" editor—in-chief Robyn Ann Dormer got married in
Februar{ on that show. "En Femne® ¥24 features photos of
that ailestone, along with congratulatory statesents from
various leaders in the gender community. )

This issue, which doubles as the fourth anniversary
edition, was short on other articles, but included JoAnn
Roberts' review column, reader photos, and the increasing
personals section.

WEDDING THEMED SANOY THOMAS BJOK: "My Son, The Bridesmaid”
1§ wi@ S.0ry 01 one uo? s remtnization as a surprise for his
twin sister. due home from college over the holidays. Not
surprisingly, the dress he designed for the occasion goes
over well (as does the model), and he finds hiaself auch in
demand, as a girl, as a dress designer, and eventually, maid
of honor at his sister's vedding. .

[ have mentioned in erev1ous coluans Sandy's efforts in
reprinting stories thal have been out of print since their
original apeearange in *Transvestia® many years ago.
three latest entries in this series are 'A Tale of Two
Mothers® (from TVIA ¥91 & 92), "Fashion Models® (#72), and
*Acceptance’ (#88 & 91). Sandy has done a vonderful job in
bringing these stories up=to-date while bringing thea to a

sts Rev.

nev ?eneration of crossdressers. [ recommend these reprints
highTy, even if you already have the original TVIAs they
appeared 1In.

*¥ETAMORPHOS 1S" RELEASED ON VIDEJ: The award-vinning fila
telling the story of a transsexual ‘ransitioning from Gary
into Gabi has been released on VHS, Some |a§ have seen this
filn last summer when it apgeared on the PBY series "P 0. V.'
ar, if you live in Southern Califyrnia, you may have been at
one of Jaxne Thomas' classes when she used it as a visual
aid. The fila is wel] done, following Babi as she tackles
each of the many problems a pre-operative TS faces during
transition.

Order from Different Path Press, 4 Standish St.
Provincetown MA 02657 ($49.95 + $3.50 shipping/handling).

Fgg%eaxcxson 8 PHILLIPS RELEASE PAPER: The first of four
installnents of a paper entitled "Transgender Behavior: A -
Treatise on Adoptive Female Gender Roles of Malas' appeared
in the July issue of the Boulton & Park Society's

nevsletter "Gender Euphoria”.
(CONTINUED, NEXT PAGE)

S.0. THERE! ...
parties also. 60, you'll have a wonderful time!

Ted: I had a hard time convincing Ann to go to her first CO
party. She really dragged her feet. [ think she put off
going for at least six'months after [ first asked her. Ve
all vant our wives to come to our parties. The parties have
been a lot more fun since we started having regular
attendance b{ the wives. It seeas that once they aet aver
the initial first meeting, they really enjoy it. sualll ve
just have a cocktatl-tyge party with everybody talking to
everybody else. Frequently the talk is centered on
crossdressing, but not alvays. Often you will find geople
vith the same interests you have and it's a lot of fun to
carry on a conversation with someone when everyone is "en
fenme”. We are able to take dowr that old false, macho, male
facade that we are stuck with most of the time. Sometimes we
hava programs at the meetings, but since our meetings are at
a private residence, conversation Setveen people seems to be
the favorite activity. [ have gone to other aeetings in
other tities that were held in hotel rooms and they seem to
be more structured and subdued. [ don't know where your
neetings are held, but I agree with Ann; I think Zou‘ll have
a ?ooq tine, and you'll probably learn a lot about your

re atlonshle vith your husband and find better ways to
interconnect with each other.

{Cynthia Phillips is married to a crossdresser and is
involved vith two gender support grougs in Texas, as _vell as
being the current wives and partners liaison to the Tri-Ess
board of directors. You may write her with comments or
§g?g§s§10ns for future coluans at P.0. Box 17, Bulverde TX

A revolutionary new way to purchase femme eyewear. No

need to explain your lifestyle or feel uncomfortable in a
retail store. Buy with complete anonymity. Our mailing
list is never sold or shared.

Prism Optical has been selling eyewear by mail for over
32 years. Prices are 30% to 50% less than retail stores.
You will have one month to wear your prescription
eyewear; if not completely satisfied return it for a 100%
refund.

Send for a free color
catalog today.

Optical, Inc.

P.O. Box 680030
Dept. XD1
N. Miami, FL 33168

1



PULLIMG MO PUMCHLINES

PUN-CHLINES: THE SEGQUEL

bz Paa
(from "The Pink Slip", Kaspa Beta Chapter Tri-Ess)

Yhen a crossdresser has surﬁery, should she request that the
surgeon use a cross-stitch to close the incision?

I oncé planted a shoe tree. Never picked one pair of shoes
that fit, thou%h.

Do gou remember the age-nld ghrase *the face that launched a
thousand ships"? I quess they could only get a
crossdresser for the Titanic.

Ever wonder how many crossdressing executives support an
open door polxc{?

[ bought a beautiful pair of red tap pants. Couldn't dance a
bit better with thea than I could without.

Do you think the headless horseman could have read a
crossdresser?

Vas pancake makeup ori?inally sanufactured by Aunt Jemima?

If a crossdresser stuffs her bra with panties, vould this be
considered to be a "chest of drawers*?

Some crossdressers are read because they forget their
passwords. .

Yhen two crossdressers engage in an argument, is it safe to
assume that cross words are spoken?

Many people say that pets often resemble their owners. If
that's the case, [ gquess the chameleon is the favorite pet
af crossdressers, .

(rossdressers should alvays avoid people who are wearing

_reading glasses. =~

Didn't you just hate it in high school when you were asked
if you vere going to the dance "stag" or "drag*?

Are crossdressers congidered a major cross-section of the
American population?. ‘

You never have to ask a crossdresser if she knows how to
rake a face.

Would a crogsdressin photographer usually develop a
negative xpage of herseif .

Isbco:gound interest the result of a crossdresser entering a

ank?

NAT'L PUB REVIEW ...

While we are only able to review the first part of this
series, the entire paper is available for $10 from BP,
including glossary, reference list, and bindin%: The two
authors, Tere Frederickson (BAP's newsletter editor, whose
articles have been reprinted in "Crogs-Talk") and Linda
Phxlllgs (husband of *$.0. There!"s Cynthia Phillips and a
aafor orce in the Texas gender community) have created a
vell-thought out examination of public awareness of the
%ender community and tranggendered behavior. I look forward

o_reading the rest of the series.

Boulton % Park Socxetg's address is P.0. Box 169652,

San Antonio TX 78280-3252.

——
'[ﬁ Helping my big sisters' metamorphosis over the past

nine years, [ understand the joy, the triumph and

the frustration you experience along the way.

I am the only Electrologist in L.A. using the 32

multiple needle method, which has proven especially

effective and comfortable in the removal of coarse

facial hair.

My salon is gay owned and operated, providing a
supportive environment to serve the many needs of

|| the TV/TS community with pride.
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THE BEARDEDR LADY

SPLIT PERSONALITIES
by Ricky Hunt

I has always sirikes me as odd when one of I{ sisters makes
a big deal of the different lives and personalities residing
in Jane/John. You all know the stary of John who works as a
high powered executive, hiring, fising, motivating, fighting
the corparate battles and smashing the opposition who comes
home at night._ggts on a slip and lace and becowes Jane who
has no responsibilities, sits there pasgively and accepts
direction from the wife or girlfriend. Or maybe John is a
tonstruction worker with macho auscles who calls crude
suggestions to gassing women and Jane gets odd looks in a
aicro mini in the shopping mall

Once again [ exaggerate, I know there are many shades and
gradations as there”are crossdressers. So why does this
Split personality transvestite have two such divergent
personalities living in one body? I can’t think that Jane
vould be hapgy in John's place, or vice versa.

_How has John become entrapged in a career thal requires
hin to hide Jane? He thinks he knows what would haﬁpen if he
let Fane take over. The corporate sharks would gather and
attack his "weakness®. His subordinates would not pay
attention to a polite request, his boss would wonder if he
has the "right stuff" to be a high powered executive.
Converselz, Jane would not be able 1o be the wonderful
fiction that she is if she had to think for herself, or take
any action. Somehow it seems that the situation is out of
hand, but all those decisions made in the past have led
inevitably to the way things are today. Any chan?e could
lead to ruin, but neither John, Jane or the people
associated with thew are happy about the situation.

¥hat we have here is a variation of the eover and control
qxcle found in family abuse. 1f you haven't heard of it,
it's not surgrtsxng, our society does its best to hide
abusive relationships under the cover of the loving family
pattern familiar to sitcom viewers. I am a trained ragg and
abuse counselor, and have been struck b¥ the similarities
between the two situations. For those of us men who aspire
to the feminine, understanding this destructive cycle is
essential, ‘

An abusive relationship tegins with distorted ideas of
gender. The male partner usually thinks he must be supreme
and in control, the female falls into the submissive and
veak category, often to the eoint vhere she is unable to
break out of the role and get out of a destructive, violent
relatxonshxe._nnd es, ['nafraid it is virtually always the
nale controlling the female. While there are exceﬁtlons,
they are extremely few. The male can use many techniques to
enforce these roles, emotional abuse, financial and physical
isolation, intimidation, threats to children and family
nembers and sexual abuse of the female partner.

‘The classic cycle of vielence begins with everything rosy,
life is beautiful and the future is bright. But sooner or
Jater something ha&pens and he starts to find fault, he
becoses abusive. She walks on eggs, never knowing what will
set him off. The tension builds and ?hysxcal abuse starts,
gets vorse, she hides the bruises, after all it's her fauit

hat he hit her, she didn’t do the righi things for his,
right? One daK 14 all blows up and she really gets it, maybe
lands in the hospital. The tension is broken, he is
contrite, brings her presents and promises never to lst this
happen again, she believes him and everything is rosy. Then
the tension builds.... ‘

I'l1 leave the comparisons with the quilt cycle of the
transvestite as an exercise for the student. Did you know
that, on average, a voman will return to an abusive
relationship exght times, knpvinﬁ that she will be beaten
again? Why woul ang person in their right mindgo back io be
beaten eight times before getting out? The answer is as
conplex as the personalitias involved. She probably has mo
vay to earn a living by herself, or to sgeport the children
Neither she nor her husband wants to admit that something i3
wrong to the world at large. Strange as il may seew. they
are prabably in love with"each ather, and need each other,

(CONTINUED, NEXT PAGE
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WOMAN MASHUERAZES A3 MAN T QCDBE SKIRT-CHASERS: A bashful
bachelor girl got 3o sick of being hassled and hustled by
skirt-chasing <2205 *hat she donnad a mustache and macho
clothes -- and spent six sonths masquerading as a man!

‘I alvays figured things yere a lct easier for the fellows
and by God, ! was right,” 28-year-old Andrea Elkins said.
The sexy secretary decided to try life as a ggy to escape a
barrage of bawd{ progosals, vinks and wolf whistles she
faced daily on the streets of New York City. Sazs Elking, "I
couldn’'t walk five blocks without havxn% a bunch of hardhats
hooting and hollerxng‘at we ... the most disgusting men
éhtgk nothing of rubbing up against you or pinching your

u . »

‘She asked her lav¥er boss if she could show up for work
disguised as 3 aan for a day or {wo, saying she wanted a
break from "all that sexist crap’. $he vas so tickled with
her life as a man that she didn't remove the dxs?uxse until
her boss finally laid down the lav a few months [ater: "He
said he was tired of giving dictation to a lady with a
austache.” ("Veekly World News')

THE KIN6'S A QUEEN: Audiences who get "all shook up’
vatehing tlvis 1:Eersonator Stoney Jones would be even more
shaok ug if theY nev that Stoney is actually a woman!

The 4 -gear-o d woman, vhose first name is really Linda,
lives in Qurney, [llinois, and Eerforls lipsynching Elvis
tunes while two girlfrzends back her uﬁ by pretending to
play %uitar and bass. Jones has taken her act to Las Vegas
and Atlantic C@tg, but prefers to perfora in her local
Chicago-area nightclubs.

She 'says she's watched all of the King's movies several
time to get his body language down, and often drapes her
scarves around adoring fans' necks the same way her idol
did. She has also visited Graceland several tiwes and has an
entire room filled with Presley memorabilia. ["6lobe"?

ELTON JOHN BECOMING A "GOLOEN GIRL®: Rack star Elton John
w1l be joiming the cast of NBC-TV's *The Golden Girls® next
season—-~ as Rose’s hooker cousin!

According to a member 2f ine show's production staff,
Elton was initially going to just play himself in a ?ues@
a?pearance, but the starsuggested that it |12ht be funnier
if he Elayed the character, who comes back after working as
a gros itute in En?land for lan{.years, in drag.

%garently the flamboyant British rock star s a big fan
of the series, which he calls the greatest thing since *All
In The Family”, and even has advance copies of each episode
smuggled out in advance of their airing.

A
3

("News Extra"l

SEXY MODEL WAS BORN AS A 6UY; In a stor{ reseabling that of
famous British sex-change model Tula, it's been revealed
that to .ehoto and runway model Vanda de Ville was born
Tgrgan itchner, and undervent sex-reassignment surgery in

The 27-(gar-old blonde, who makes a fortune gosing in
skimpy bikinis and slinky sheaths, sazs that while she's not
ashamed of her background, she doesn’ Qublxcxge it efther,
because "I don't think it has anything to do with who I an
nov".

The §'10' Vanda, who sgent six ¥ears vorking as a waiter
in New York to save for her transformation, was accepied by
a top modeling agency just weeks after she recuperated. She
$args $250 an hour modeling in Miami, Los Angeles, and New

ork.

She says that even though her boyfriend knows all about
her past, he wants to marry her anyway.

["Veekly World News”]
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but they just don't know how to control this compulsion that
is driving their lives. Perhags she walks out for 3004 3t
last, and starts a new l:fe. Fer-aps they work out the
prabiels and find a new relaticasnip that is based on mutual
respect and sharing. No matter what the choice, it is a
lona, hard path to follaw,

The split personality transvesiite doasn't have the ogtion
of walking out on the other half of the personalit;, unless
¥ou count sex reassignment surgery as the analog of the

enale leavxn% the aan behind. No, the TV has to find a ua{
to let_those two personalities coexist in harmony. It's no
easy. The split personality transvestite is in as much of a
bind as the woman trapped in an abusive relatzonshlg.
Obviously, the answer is to allow the male and female sides
to merge, but what about fa|11¥. lOb' finances, and all the
ayriad aspects that will be affected. About the only th;ng.l
can say is that left unresolved the cycle of violence within
a gerson will destroy that person and those they love.

aybe John will have to walk out on his job and take the
economic, social and gersonal risks of a new career more in
line with the needs of his/her blended personalitz, Maybe
Jane will have to be?in to live more in reality than in
frothy fantasyland of femininity she now inhabits. If it's
really bad, counseling ga{ be needed, or maybe just some
advice from a trusted sister or friend. _

By the way, if you are interested in more information
about rape/abuse and its causes, contact zour local
rape/abuse hotline, it should be in the e one book. You
night even consider taking the training to become 2
counselor. As a transvestite you have a unigue gerspective
that will prove valuable, and what {ou learn will help you
understand your own life. Try it, it could be very rewarding
both for you and someone who needs the halp.

HELP “CROSS-TALK" GROW!!!
#%+ ASK A FRIEND T SUBSCRIBE
#%% RENEW YOQUR SUBSCRIPTION PROMPTLY

#¥%+ A3K YOUR FAVORITE

3TORE 7O AQVERTISE

##x TELL OUR ADVERTISERS vGU READ uS
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THE ADVENTURES OF KAREN

by KAREN ANN MICHAELS

WELL, AL, A WAIST CINCHER, CA

N
HELP YoU ACH IEVE THAT SERY )

A unique and private salon
—specializing in one service—
removing undesirable body

hair from fastidious
Tvs and TSs

WAXING

BY
GLORIA

Legs—Thighs—Arms

Follicologist—Cosmetologist Underarms—Chest—Back
25 Years Experience Stomach—8ikini line—and
any other area where you have
818-343-9039 unwanted hair.
By Appointment

18016 Ventura Bivd. Encino, CA 91316
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NATIONAL HOTLINES

[This list of telephone nuabers of local groups is provided
by "Cross-Talk® as a service to the gender community. ]

Algha Chapter Tri-Ess, Los An?eles: (213) 876-6141
Atlanta Educational Gender Info. Service: (404) 325-7055
Beta Chi Chapter Tri-Ess, Mississippi: (601) 982-7678
Boulton & Park Society, $an Antonio’ (512) £57-2540
CO Network, Rochester NY: (716) 251-2312
Chi Chapter Tri-Ess, Chicago: (708) 364-9514
Chi Delta Mu Chapter Tri-Ess, New York City: (201) 663-0772
Chicago Gender Society: . (312) 434-5448
City of Lakes Crossgender Comm., Minneapolis: (612) 933-5288
Cross-Port, Cincinnati. (913) 293-1383
Crystal Club, Central Ohio: (614) 237-4321
Crossroads, Flint MI: . (313) 446-0782
Oelta Omega Chapter Tri-Ess, Dallas: (817) 261-3253
Educational TV Channel, San Francisco: (419) 763-3959
Exerald Cxtg, Seattle: (206) 822-6953
Expressing Uur Nature, Rochester NY: (716) 251-2316
Gender Identity Center, Denver: (303) 458-5378
Harriet Lane's TV Set, Connecticut: (203) 237-1968
Havaii Transgendered butrgach, Honolulu: (808) 529-5634
Heart of Texas Gender Alliance, Austin: (512) 892-6454
Hierarchy, Philadelphia: (215) 425-5240
Lone Island Feame Expressiom, NY: (718) 446-6753
My Choice, Baltimore: (301) 732-4546
Neutral Corner, San Diego: (619) 236-1586
Northvest Gender Alliante, Portland: (503) 774-8463
Povder Puffs of Oran?e County, Anaheim: (714) 779-9013
Rainbov Gender Association, San Jose! (408) 984-4044
Renaissance, Philadelphia: (215) 630-1437
Renaissance LSV Chapter, Harrisburg PA: (717) 780-1578
Rhode [sland Society, Newport: (401) 847-1035
Sacramento Gender Association: (916) 441-8379
Serenity, Hollywood FL. (305) 921-8738
St. Louls Gender Foundation: (314} 567-8615
Tau Chi Chapter Tri-Ess, Houston: (713) 988-8064
Tiffany Club, Boston: (508) 358-2305
Toronto Crossdressers Club, Canada: (416) 864-0420
Transgenderists Indegendenco Club, Albany:  (518) 436-4513
Transpitt, Pittsburgh: (412) 781-0257

IF YOU SEE AN ARTICLE IN A& MEWSPAPER QR
MAGAZINE ABRQUT TRANSGENDERED BEHAWIOR OR
FEATURING & MEMBER OF THE GENDER
COMMUNITY, FLEASE SEND 1T IH!
"CROSS-TALK"

P.0. BOX uy4
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 21365
OR FAX U5 THE ARTICLE AT
(818) 347-4190
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Here's the plan...
act tough! Make
sure they know
we mean bussiness!!!

This is the
address. /
 hope we're |,
Iy
G i P
n time: Vi [

1%

ﬁwhat are you going
to say? "Throw her out or a
couple of guys in heels

and skirts are going to
work you over 11"

Maybe if | said it
\_ real fast..
\\_—/’-

(?;t forget to
mumble!!!

A

LorY

THE GENDER BENOER

Copyright © Sherri Beimar

BY L. R. Wilson

ONE DAY LOCKING IN A STORE'S

WINDOW

DH! THAT DRESS 15
JUST us!
I MUST GET ITU
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ENTERING THE STORE | -
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T RURYLIC .. R NOT TO ACRYLIC?  THAT IS THE QUESTION

CUSTOM PRESS-0ON NAILS
by Oivinity

In wy earliest effaris to feminize ay agpearance,_l had used
several sets of the press-on cheapo nail kits available from
the erocerY and drug,stores: They just did not do the job.
First of all, they didn't fit .Y hands at all. My thuabs,

esgecxally. are very wice and flat. Plus, as a result of

at elpting to stop numerous car doors from closing all the
waY, ny thuabnails more reseable a vashboard than a nail
belonging to anyone (other than a Klingon).

1 had reached the point where I vas just about to give ug
on longer nails, and ’i'ﬂll polish my natural nails and le
it go at that, even if that didn't give me the most feminine
appearance ... , o

Then, one day when I was takxn? ay vig in far 3 shampos
and style, | noticed all the nail ladies hard at work.
"Aha!", I thought. "Maybe thex could advise me on hov to
resolve this nagging Eroplel. As it developed, one of them
did come up with a solution,

§o one Saturda{ aorning at 7:15 (before all the other nail
stylists and customers invaded ay privacy), ve made a set of
acr{lic nails for me. The secret difference is that ay
stylists did NOT prepare ay nails for permanent bonding.
When a woman goes in for acrylics, the stKlist‘roughs up the
surface of the natural nails and cleans them with a harsh
astringent. Only then does the acrylic compound go on, and
once dry it takes a jackhamser to get them off!

Vith aine, however, the acrylic compound vas applied
directly onto my "dirty", unroughened nails. This, | was
advised, would perait »e to "pop" the nails off at the end
of the evening. So, after leaving the salon shortly before
9:00, I spent an entire day wearing l{ Nev longer. beautiful
and VERY purple nails. The looks I got! After telling clerks
at the grocery store, the optometrist, Builders Elgorxul and
the dry cleaners tha{ I was going to be in a %lay hat
evening (ha!), I tired of the chirade and just let people
think whatever the{ vantad.

1 discovered tha pgttina on aakeup that evening vas more
difficult with the nails than [ had considered, and [ took a
lot longer to get out of the house (let alone ihe closet).
But [ succeeded in puaping gas, visiting the ATH and
spending a eleasant evening at the guten Mary vithout a
s:?gle problem. And the actylics did, in fact, come right

off.
Vell ... not RIGHT off. A couple did ?og off easily, but
the others required the use of a pair of tweezers to pry
under the edge of the acrylics $o get them started. But
there was no trouble, no pain, no aess, no need to remove
the nail color, no reason to lose the acrylics. If you ?o
this route and find you need to use tweezers for removal, |
suggest you spread the tweezers far enough apart that you
avoid scratching the surface of the nails,

Needless to say, [ vas pleasantly surprised, relieved,
hagpy and satisfied. Now, whenever [ wear one of ay ggrple
autfits, [ alread{ have satching nails. They fit ay fingers
gerfectiy, since the vidths, cutvatures and lengths are

ased on .K natural nails. ALl I need is adhesive nail tabs,
thin enough to fit the grooves, luaps, and ridges of ay
natural nails, to allow the acrylics to almost snap in
place. Because the fit is so gorfttt, [ have less concern
about a nail popping off; just be sure to clean your nails
thoroughly prior to tpelying the tabs.

While acrylics aren’t cheap ($425-435 a set), the¥ last,
are easy to re-use, and the polish doesn't flake off. [ now
have eight sets of nails, each set a different color, to
satch ay various color Schemes. [ keep thea in ziplock bags,
one for each finger (NOT one for each set). This way, it's
E&S{ to find the right nail for each finger.

IV may take a little research to find @ manicurist who is
villing to do this for you (somne are uncomfortable with
doing acrylics on quys), but it's well worth the effort.
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MAKING THE REAL ONES LOOK GOOD

b¥ Tarri Fisher
{fron “The Cactus Flover”, Alpha Zeta Chapter Tri-Ess)

This is a step-by-step summary of a manicure the way it
should be done.

. Clip or file the nails and bevel, remeabering to file in
one direction onlz,

2. Use a ruby (finishing) stone on nail ends.
3. Soak hands in wara soapy vater for 3 to 5 minutes.
4. Use cuticle remover. _
5. Use cuticle "pusher” or orange stick to remove the
cuticle from the base of the nail bed.
6. Use a nail whitener to clean out underneath the nails.
7. Apply lotion on the nails, hands and wrists,
§. Remove the lotion with a brush, soap and water, and dry
5our hands. _
9. Use nail polish remover to remove oil froa the nail bed.
10. Apely a clear base coat to the nails. Try to cover the
entire nail in three strokes.
11, App%y the color coat the same way as the base; use two
coats.
}%. Apply top coat.

Sgray on nail dryer; never have a fan going it vou use
this as it can cause clumping of the polish,

Practice, of course, is the key to having better looking
nails, and extra care and attention to hygiene can only reap
benefits. However, if ¥ou vant that "expert® look, spend
the money to have a professional manicure!

{_TV AICTION CLASSICS
i

TRANSVESTIA REVISITED !
= ]

—

“MY SON,
THE BRIDESMAID”

A > -

PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:
] IDEAL MARRIAGE TVIA#13 10.00
] MY SON, BRIDESMAID 822 7.00 NEW

NEW ] WOMAN'S WORK #21 700  NEW

VIRGIN VOWS CTV #8 700  NEW

SELECTIONS EVERY ( % THAT'A GIRL #20 700  NEW
MONTH [ ] CHANGING VOWS TOO 7.00
{ ) TIT FOR TAT 7.00
[ ] EXCHANGING VOWS 7.00
Send for free brochure. [ ] NEAR MisS 7.00
Send order to: [ ] SKIRT FOR A FURT 7.00
GOING A BROAD 7.00
SANDY THOMAS % } DRESSED TO DANCE 7.33

MAD UP 7

P.O. Box 1327 { } ATNGKE A G oo
ITyY, [ ] ALL OOLLED 700
STUDIO CITY, Hs:s:cxg Ev':;msms e
4032 JUST UKE A 7.00
CA 9161 7 [ ] UKEMOTHER LKESON  7.00
il E}SES%BPA&UCRYOT 700
class in plain [ ] MOOEL HUSBAND 00

envelope. First class mail shipping- 1.00 per book, (5.00 maximum)
FAST SERVICE! | o e T eNCLoSED —————
Make checks 10: SANDY THOMAS ADV..
ASK ABOUT THE | piinohamloe
“TVIA” SERIES!

Address.

City
| am over 21 years old. cT




BE G000 TO VOUR FEET:

b¥ Jennifer N.
(froa Northvest Gender Alliance nevsletter)

If the shoe fits, it's ugly. All too often, this seeas to be
the quiding spirit when thoosxng vonen's shoes. The trick is
to select shoes that are toth attractive and confortable.
The good news is that this combination is now available eore
than ever before. It nas taken longer for the principles of
good walking or aerobic shoe engineering to appear in
vomen's shoes than in men's,

Vhen shopping, keep certain principles in aind. Above all,
nake sure they are comfortable. This first and highest
hurdle for many of us is how to have the opportunity to
leisurely trY on shoes. For some, mail order may be the
route to follow. The obvious hazard is that the shoes |a{
not fit groperly. But also, you can't evaluate thea for the
nany factors that go into a groperlr sade shoe. For athers,
a quick and furtive try-on at a self-serve shoe store is an
option, especially if you aren't crossdressed. [ vas
nervous, but en oyed ?gxng as Jennifer to Nordstroms, where
a salesman carefully Titted a pair of Easy Spirit puugs vith
two inch heels. [ bought thea and valked around Nordsiroas
for half an hour, fee ing,the shoes to be a bit too snug. |
returned to the shoe section and requested that the shoes be

stretched. The salesman graciously complied and | have
en:oled vearing thea since. This, of course, is the ideal
wag 0 choose your shoes but can be a bit scary.

one tips on selecting shoes: They should be coafortable
vhen you purchase thea. Don't expect to "break them in’ or
assume they will stretch with wearing. Leather or fabric

This is the revised "Cross-Talk® subscription form, showing
our current rates. You may use it to.
13 Begin a nev subscription .
13 Renew or extend your current subscription
33 Add the "Southern California Yellow Pages’ to your
subscrigtton, if ¥ou live in the Los Angeles area
3% Order "The Best of Cross-Talk’

You may also copg this fora and send it to a friend vho

does not subscribe to "Cross-Talk®. If you do, please put
your four-digit subscriber nuaber (from the upper left
corner of the mailing label) in the brackets. You will then
receive a one-sonth extension of your subscription vhen your
friend subscribes.

Mailing Name

"Cross—-Talk” CONFIDENTIAL SUBSCRIBER INFORMATION FORM

b000Y TUD SHOES

upgers vill do neither . . ‘

ur feet are frequently different sizes. For this reason,
your feet should be measured (ideaily, the old-fashioned
vay), aspecially the larger foot 51va¥s try on both shoes
and buy the size for the iarger foot. There should be a
thunb's width between the end of the big toe and the shoe

will tand to mold to your foot as well as "breathe”. Plastjc

ip.
Eook for qualitK sanufacturing in terns of strength,
durability, smooth stitching, and finished edges.

Avoid exireme styles such as very hi%h heels or platforas.
The ideal heel raises the foot about 1%" above the ball of
the foot. Don't go above a 2° heel. Leather soles are
desirable and resist punctures. Rubber or composition heels
are sugerxor to plastic. ['ve replaced my plastic heels
regard ess of the degree of wear. .

flexible sole is essential, alvays flex the sole in your
hand. At the same time, a firm shank should stiffen the sole
from the heel to the ball of the foot. It should be fira and
unbending, providin? support to the longitudinal foot arch
in the underlying s oging part of the shoe. The flexible
part of the sole should be just in front of the shank. A new
and essential feature is the cushioned insole. Easy Spirit
seens to have pioneered this, with television ads showing
high-heeled women (or TVs?) playing basketball. Easy Spifit

(CONTINUED, NEXT P2AGE)

"CROSS-TALK" SUBSCRIBERS WITH AN EXPIRATION DATE

IN 1991 MAY RENEW THEIR SUBSCRIPTIONS AT THE JLD
$18.00 PER YEAR RATE IF THEY DO SO BEFORE SEPTEMBR?
- IRST.

PLEASE INCLUDE YOQUR SUBSCRIBER WUMBER FROM THE
MAILING LABEL, AND INCLUDE $2.00 PER YEAR IF Y0!
ALS) WISH TO RECEIVE THE "SOUTHERN CALIFQORNIA
YELLOW PAGES".

Subscriber #
if renewal

Mailing Address

NOTE: We cannot mail to "Occupant” / "Boxholder”

City

State ______ Zip

Mail to: "Cross-Talk"”
P.0O. Box 944 .
Voodland Hills, CA 91365

[]1 One,year "Cross-Talk"” subscription ($24 / with ''Yellow Pages”, $26)
(1 Two year "Cross-Talk” subscription ($42 / with "Yellow Pages”, $46)
[1 Best of "Cross-Talk"” reprint (add $5 to subscription)

(Please make check or money order payable to Kymberleigh Richards.>

e e S e, e e =
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G000Y TWO SHOES ..

ads nov feature a shoe designed for shopping (shop till you of the appropriate styles, colors, etc., but make prcegr fit
drop!). Less expensive brands have followed their lead and and foot comfort be your lodestar. As the old shoe polish
now coafortable DQIRS are videspread. [ urge you not to buy jingle said, "If you wore shoes upon your head, you'd make
shoes that lack either flexible soles or cushioned insoles. sure they looked neat”.
A: yfu ?e% o%dgr, ygu‘agpgcia%lrkneeg sb?gs %Ratf:g:hxon the :
S IR P el Ll i s L i) HELPFUL HINT: Ever wear a pair of white shoes that vere all
T {0t (T o Creating & grester g 101 e TR Lol of Dlace taka atl over tan? T

To get an idea if your shoe will fit ?roperly, check that §°I‘Sh remover for [ewoving tar ind grease (but on o
it is wider than your forefoot (the ball of your toes). eather, not on plastic). And white shoe polish will go on
Trace an outline around your forefoot while standing. Then evenly 1f gou B paur shoes vith rubbing alcohol before
place the shoe over the outline and see which is wider. [f applyxn%: inally, spraying your white shoes with hair spray
our foot is vider, a variety of fool ailments can result. and letiing it dry vill keep the polish from smearing.
ad shoes can cause or agaravate the foot problems described

_in the previous article. Remember, your feel spread with

ag%xvity sucg as w;lkzngdozheven sta?gxng.tIheytsuelltxnbthe OUR Now
afternoon and evening and those are the better times to buy
jour shoes. ; SORORITY FOUR lssues

Make sure there is enough room in the toebox by |i?gling Each Year
{our toes. The ball of the foot should fit confortabz in
he shoe. The heel should fit snugly and have a fira heel
counter. The instep shouldn’t gapa open -- this is

especially comnon in wide vidths. - THE HUMAN OUTREACH AND ACHIEVEMENT INSTITUTE
High heels are fun. They make our legs look more feminine - IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT:

and cause us to valk sexier. But if you valk too much in
them, the toes are cramped, the feet are strained, and the H ey :
body alignment is changed from the usual resulting in a —
swayed back and potential backache. WILL BE PUBLISHED FOUR TIMES A YEAR FOR SUBSCRIBERS

_ In summary, buying women's shoes should be the most NON-SUBSCRIBERS WILL CONTINUE TO RECEIVE OUR
important gurchases_m Kour feminine wardrobe. No other ANNUAL GROUPS AND NATIONAL EVENTS ISSUE
liwteﬁho{ cbcfthxngéhw C osenfb?cllly, gag %ggd tg fo nényt S
ealth problens. Choose carefully and deliberately. Fantasy : Ol ~PM

has no place in the selection of confortable shoes Take o S:J]l:scnbg 1071520 alve o FOEIOURISORORITY

some risks of being read and don't be too frugal. Be aware OB 11254, Lincolnia Station, Alexandria, VA.. 22312

kf“ ‘

BREAK THROUGH

Y555 BREAST ENHANCEMENT i;ﬁi
WITH NO-SLIP PADS!

$9.00/PAIR (BLACK OR WHITE)

[N p———— ettt

PUMPS ...... $5/PAIR AND UP

SKIRTS., TOPS & DRESSES
v, 310 AND uP

CY

OPEN SATURDATYS
NOON - 4:00
MONDOAY EVEMNINGS
"OQEFIRE PEANUTS)
AND BY APPIINTMENT

1680 N. UINE ST. - #307-A

TAFT BUILDING, CORNER OF HOLLYWOOD BLVD.

(213) 962-1616
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THIS SPACE IN *CROSS-TALK®
COULD BE YOURS FOR LESS THAN
YGU MIGHT THINK!

CALL (818) 776-8503 FOR DETAILS

NEW! NEW!
TUCK-AWAY GENDER CHANGER
(POUCH & THONG PANTY)

TOTALLY CONCEALS YOUR MALENESS.
ENABLES YOU TO WEAR TIGHT SKIRTS, SLINKY
DRESSES, EVEN LEOTARDS WITHOUT DETECTION.

ADJUSTS TO FIT EVERY SIZE B0ODY. VERY STURDY.

HOLDS YOU TIGHTLY BUT COMFORTABLY ALL DAY

AND EVENING. NO EMBARRASSING SLIPPAGE EVER.

DIRECTIONS INCLUDED. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

OR YOUR MONEY BACK.
$20.00 pLus $1.00 sHiPPING.

ORDER DIRECT FROM:
T. DANIELS & ¢O.

CALL THE

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

TRANSGENDERED COMMUNITY
INFORMATION LINE
FOR RECORDED INFORMATION N EVENTS,

ACTIVITIES AND GRAOUPS IN LOS ANGELES,
ORANGE AND VENTURA COUNTIES

FREE

(818) 776-830H4

24 HOURS A DAY

PRESENTED AS A COMMUNITY RESOURCE BY

CROSS-TALK

ANOD
"THE URLLEY GIRLS®

861 N. ALEXANDRIA AVE. 8 *JN VUUn
LOS :NGE::ES?NCA Aaéézg Patent pending. oy Nos S ] B S 'Ak I ] l t] NI
_E.:T. 2 ..:‘:.:': : o’ . : o : .C...... . ....:.:.:l:..... '.I ’. .". ".‘I.0.0.l'l.l.z.;.:..':...'...:"

®e% %% % %" "
0 L3 200 ) .

MarLayna and Melisa present

"On The Scene Nite"

Second Saturday of each month
and

“Fantasy Fashions”

Fourth Saturday of each month

10:00pm ‘til 2:00am

12449 VENTURA BLVD, STUDIO CITY, CAUF,

ﬂ':MAI_E IMDEDSONATIDN SHOW

FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS: 9:00 & 11:00

Call for Reservations
. WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY €& SUNDAY: 9:30

(818) 506-5619
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ROLITTLE ROVICE FGR KEEPING R MARRIAGE HARMONIOQUS

b{ Leslie
(from "The Flip Side', Tri-Delta Chi Chapter Tri-Ess)

! have been sarried to ay vife K.J. for alaost three years
nov. Birls, I have had a lot to learn! She has gqxnted out
to we a lob of nistakes ! have made, but by tel

those errors she has nelped ae look at myself at correct

those mistakes. So [ thought | would give you a list of some
of the most common lessons ! have leafned and a few rules we

can all use to make our marriages better And about those
rules: Yes, I have broken every one of them at least once
and been forgiven each time, but sometimes that forgiveness
is not the easiest thing for your lady to provide.

GIVE YOUR LADY EQUAL TIME. It is too easy to become selfish
and get all vragped up in your alter e?o. Oon’t spend too
auch on yourself (and that applies to time, soney and
attention) without also provxdlna soaething for her.

WHEN YOU BUY SOMETHING FOR YQUR SPQU

her hate an item that otherwise might have been a most
velcone gift. She is most likely to think you originally
bought it for {ourself and the 1dea of giving it to her
vas just an afterthou

ht.
FIND QUT IF SHE LIKES T&E [0EA OF EXCHANGING CLOTHES“ NAKEUP

ANO OTHER [TEMS -- AND IF SHE DOES NOT LIKE IT, LEAVE HER
THINGS ALONE. [f you take her things and she hasn't first
given you permission, she is likely to feel that she has
no grxvacy at all. Vosen also have a tendency to attach
sentimental value to certain itess, such as a dress that
vas vorn on a garticularly |e|orabie occasion, or a giece
of jewelry thal may be cheap and without loneiary'va ue
but carries important feelings because it vas a gift froa
a special friend. You lag not knov which iteas these are,
and you will definitely hurt her if you help yourself to
these when she hasn't volunteered to let you use thea. [f
she doesn't vant to share, or even acts like she's not

ing me about

SE, DON'T LET HER SEE IT
ON YOU FIRST. This is a good way to anger her, and to make
g REMEMBER THA

The Atlanta Educational

Gender Information Service

Join AEGIS and recieve four issues of CHRYSALIS QUARTERLY,
plus three booklets from AEGIS as they are published. Also available
1o AEGIS Members is the AEGIS Bibliography of Gender Dysphoria,
over 250 pages of references to books and articles covering the
many aspects of gender dysphoria. Fill out this card, send it and $20
to:
cQ
P.O. Box 33724
Decatur, GA 30033-0724

rﬁgllylhappy about it when you try it, get your own

things!
$ORK 037 SOME KIND OF BUDGET fuR THE PURCHASE OF YOUR FEMALE

ITENS. Agree in advance whether you can afford to spend
none{ oul of the family buaget. A good example of a reason
for this is that vomen who understand tight finances will
often hold off on a purchase for theaselves or the family
if they feel it will strain the bud?et too much. Sometimes
the item in question is frivolous, [ike a fancy dress she
vill seldom wear, but it is often something sore 1ngortant
like new eyeglasses for one of the kids or repairs ner car
needs soon but not immediately. The best way to tick her
off in a situation like this 1s to come home vith a nev
dress for yourself. Remember, no matter how tolerant of
ap%rovxng,she aay be of your crossdressing, it is still an
extracurticular activity in her eyes even though it 1t is
a necessxt* in yours.

MARRIAGE IS A PARTNERSHIP, NOT A CONTEST IN
WHICH ONE OF YOU MUST EMERGE AS OOMINANT. Don't say “I'a
the man, so ['m the boss", particularly if you happen to
be wearing a dress at the tine. This is the.verz eight of
hypocrisy in her eyes and is the most dalagxn? hing you
can do to_lour relationship. This is especially to be
avoided with a vife like K.J., who vas already established
in a successful career before our narriage. You're in for
serious trouble if you try this stunt vith a person vho
narried you because she |oves {ou and not because she
needs you. She's likely to tell you that she got along
vithou zou before and that it won't be very hard to get
along vithout you again -- and if she says it, she eeans

it.
HONESTY ABOUT YOUR CROSSDRESSING IS ALWAYS BEST, AND IF YOUR

(CONTINUED, NEXT PAGE)

D YES! I want to join AEGIS and get 4 issues of CHRYSAUS QUARTERLY
plus the next three booklets from AEGIS as they come out for only $20.

D Please send me the AEGIS Bibliography of Gender Dysphoria on disk, free to
AFGIS members, in the following disk format:

Q 5/, MS-DOS  Q 31/,"MS-DOS  Q Macintosh O Atani ST
Name
Address
City State _ Zip

MIRAGE BREAST FORMS
CAN HELP YOU TO “Be All You Want To Be”

Imagine a breast
form that
attaches to your
body so that they
not only look and
feel natural, but
you can wear
braless.

We also have:
Wigs
Lingerie
Magazines
How to books
e Story books
And most products to help you feel complete.

"For more information please send $5.00 to:
Mirage
* Box 6678-F, Glendale, CA 91225-0678




ACVIZE FOR A MARRIAGE ...

SPOUSE KNOWS ABOUT 1T, KEEP THE LINES OF COMMUNICATION vigs and gmn?s, and she isn't happy about it at all. If
OPEN. Some of us tell our wjves ve crossdress and some she says "Real vonen vouldn't be CagLfaadptank braRtike
don't. The only way to tell'if you should is to use common vhores in those six inch heels and 4000 bras, and ”°b°9{
sense. Remember, you can avoid a lot of fights by telling vould leave her house vearing such garish makeup®, don
her what you do, and, if possible, by asking her get mad and insulted. Listen! She's trying to help.YOU
gernission regarding shen and vhere fo'do it 0ften, it is pass in public. She has taken an interest and is villing
possible to reach a nutual agreement about your *hobby” to try and teach ¥ou the things she learned when she was

and to find a time when your crossdressing can be just a teenager. 'he best ihlf_‘«ff te do, most of the time,
s to take her advice. This will show her you respect her

convenient for both wife and husband, ‘

THERE ARE TIMES WHEN YGUR WIFE WANTS HER HUSBAND, NOT and {ou‘re vxllxng to try, and she'll appreciate it.
ANOTHER WOMAN. Let your wife see the man she married on a You'll even look Detter if you take her advice and stoE
reqular basis. Some crossdressers become so adept at vearing red next to your face because it makes you loo
transforlxn? theaselves into wvomen that they have very gale and sick, and try that shade of blue she suggests‘
tlear-cut alternate personalities. vhile the vife may he might even be iaBressed enough to help Eou 5 oe!
becone dood friends with that alternate Rersonality, her ONE OF TAE BIGGEST PROSLEMS A WIFE_CAN HAVE, ESPECIALLY ONE
husband’s feminine side may not be enough at times. WHO IS NEW TO CROSSORESSING, IS THAT YQUR *HOBBY' IS A
Sometimes, no girlfriend -- even if she is actually a THREAT. Show her that you're careful when you dress and
pg:g:ndozeagéng '2:?"'5 clothes -- will do. Your wife {gu dgg'tfuant to do an{thlng g}upxd orfreckless‘ The
) aan! ought of you going out in public "en famme® is a ver

ESTABLIS‘ SOME KIND OF AGREEMENT REGARDING ATTIRE FOR big gorry pgintgforgher. Shepdoesn’t know if you'll ru;
SLEEPING AND SEX. You may be terribly turned on by into somebody important from work, or get arrestad -- or
crossdressing and may feel like making love to your vife sinply blend into the crowd and get on'with your shogping,
innediately after you change out of zour dress. Your vife [f you'll just remember to use common sense, she'll have
vany need a little time to make the transition between less to worry about.

{our feame self and you. Some women, for exalgle, are

urned off when they see bra strap marks still on your My vife and [ have grown and learned to?ether and are

body_ K.J., for example, has an unusually sharg sense of continuing to do it every day. ve're able to do this because
seell, and she had a groblel vith the scents of sakeup and ve live by the Bolden Rule -- we treat 2ach other the vay we
perfume on me. Qur solution was simple; [ take a bath - vould like to be treated.

after I have undressed, and she sals then [ seell like a
man again. Every vosan is different. Some don't care if

ou wear lingerie to bed, but others simply hate it. If . ‘ '

gou‘re not surs, ask! 1f she's not certain hat she likes On the cutting edge of contemporary '&
ol TG I oo :

IND VILL TOLERATE YOUR BEWAVIOR 70 BEGIN VITH, THEN RESENT SRS D

TEABORARY CONOTTION. R big orabien nov has to be chalt e Oral T

. problen now has to be dea Cl *Originale ht- ki

vith, and hov {ou do thisgis up to you. [ handled it by e Sr.lg“;a. ’I'ho.u$g7 Ogmvo 8 )

being completely honest. Some of the resentaent is 2R LIRS

trig?ered by the fact thai one or both of you is Subscription: $30.00

uninformed about crossdressing. Sometimes only one or two

specific aspects of cpossdressing are causing the . ‘ .
-resentaent and a nlhn?ness 45 De flexible and congronse Send check or money order to:
can solvet;he prgbl:a. l':arggl.ed this l)ty1 :eepircg gg - EFFM
communications about my "ho open and honest. This ma )
XL L L — 1977 Ohia s, Butia 208
SOUND LIKE CRITICISH T0 YOU. Heres the situation. You've Trenton, NJ 08618
just shown your nev wife your entire vardrobe, all the

We Carry:
Dresses, Skirts,
Lingerie, Shoes,

wigs, Lydia’s TV Fashions

Make-Up,
. Garter Beits,
e STAGE PUMPS o Wais&ghinchers.
Py 3 CALL (818) 995-7195 &
Sl Breast Forms, 7IFOR CATALOG (SEND $5.00)

RED & BLACK LEATHER Bras, .
OR PATENT LEATHER Nylon Hose, 13837 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 2

5° or 6" HEELS Pantyhose Sherman Oaks, California 91423

(Crotchless & .
Just $95.00 inciludes S & H Garter Belt) Store Hours:

California resdents add Sh% sales iax Monday through Friday - 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.
Phone orders with M/CorVisa | MAKE-UP , ~ Saturcay - 11:00 am. - 8:00 pm.

MANY OTHER STYLES OF LESSONS
SHOES IN STOCK! By Appointment




The Society for the Second Self

S . .+ for heterosexual
crossdressers and
their families ...

< G74IN_%
Tri-Ess Sorority

P.O. Box 194, Tulare CA 93275

WOMANSPIRIT

consulting

Compassionate down-to-evth
pathways toward:

* women's health care

* stress and pain management
* personal empowerment

- sexual enhancement

by appointment: 818-348-4788
P.O. Box 25978, Los Angeles, CA 90025

"CROSS-TALK" accepts articles for publication from both
subscribers and non-subscribers,

Plgas? use the following guidelines when preparing your
articles:

¥ 1t Kou have an [BM compatible computer, we can accept
atther 3%° diskettes or 5¢" disks (double-sided, double-
density). Please convert text fiies to ASCII format
befare saving (this is sometimes called "text only® or
*vithout formatting”) and use the file extension °.DOC"
vhen naming the file.

% when creating files, please only use the "Return’ or
"Enter’ key at the end of paragraphs. Do not hit it at the
end of every line.

X If you are using any other type of computer, word
processor, or typewriter, please submit articles already
printed out, scanner-ready (using a new ribbon if
Rossible), single-spaced, vith good contrast and without

andwritten cross-outs or inseris.

¥ Handwritten articles (legibly written or hand-printed) are
acce?@able but should be submitted as far in advance of
deadline as possible.

Send your contributions to:
*Cross-Talk"
P.0. Box 944
Woodland Hills, CA 91365

You may also fax us news stories or letters to the editor at
(818) 347-4190. Please do not fax longer articles.

/’r ’ / ér
lcia 5 \Jashiors
5405 Arrow Highway, #110

Montclair, CA 91763
(714) 931-1515

Lingerre (Sizes Small - 4X)
Full line of Clothing (Small - XL)
Prosthesis (Nearly Me [1] £ So Sofz)
Shoes (thru size 15) (3" £ 57" heels)
Accessorres
Visa & Maslercard Accepfed

" Tuesday thru Saturday 1 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Sunday: 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Closed Monday
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THE EON GAME

b{ Bobbi Renee Long

(from "The Pink Slip”, Kappa Beta Chapter Tri-Ess)
The confidence game The ‘snic refers to passin?,as,a voman
Feeling confident and natural as a woman in public is a very
long process There are many little steps along the uaz.
Being older than scsy of the 20's that | meet, ! tﬁou? t
that”l might share with you some of ny little steps In
dosTg s0, perhaps [ can help those who desire to go out in
public

For those that have ¢t net me, [ should tell you a little
about mKself, When | started, I was a §'8" farm Doy with
broad shoulders, masculine looking, with very large hands.
It was almost impossible to keeg Ay hands looking nice
because of their size and all the dirty work around the
fara. [ felt_that | was the epitome of everything
unfeminine. The onl{ two things I really had in nl favor
vere drive and attitude. HK voice was so deep that [ had to
pretend [ had laryngitis v _ ed.

H{ first step vas to go out late at night driving around,
Next [ began going to an outdoor shopping center which had
tlosed for the night. I would stop the car and go over to a
drink machine and get a coke. I was nov out in ﬁublxc == it
really didn't matter that there was no public there to see
ne. Nonetheless, this vas an important step, similar to a
child 1earn1n?,to valk. Each step builds confidence.

After many little similar occasions, lllfxrst real outing
vas to a distant town for a business meeting. [ decided to
arrive the night before as Bobbi Renee, [ called a hotel and
sade a reservation for l{ sister. | still don't know how [
susnoned the courage, but [ vent to the clerk and vhisgered
that [ had a reservation. The clerk was kind, and checked ne
into the hotel. She then proceeded to explain that my throat
Eroblgn could have been caused by stress. Little did she

nov iust hov auch stress [ vas really under at that moment!
I will never knov if I passed or not, but I had built a
little more confidence in ayself. The next da{ [ drove back
dressed, during the daytime, 1 stopped and valked around
siveral seall nalls, being too scared to venture into a
store.

[ wore ?loves both winter and suamer during this period
because of my hands. I was in a coffee shop one night and a
gent;enan remarked that | "must work for Kelly Office

ervices'. (How nanI of you remember the white glove
trademark of the Kelly 61rls?) I just indicated that I did,
and vent about my business. Look;ng back, I aust have looked
avfully stupid drinking coffee with my gloves on.

On another accasion, a gentleman changed ay flat tire. [
guess he didn't want me to dirty lg vhife gloves. Each step
gave me a little wore confidence. But every tine [ was read,
It subtracted from lg confidence level. By this time [ vas
going to movies and rovsxng around in dress shops. There
vere no enclosed malls in those da¥s == [ vas shopping Main
Street in a capital city nov, and I vas really beginning to
be confident.

Then {n 1967 my confidence alnost disappeared. I vas
arrested and charged with disorderly conduct, since they
couldn’t find any other charge to file against me. It vas ay
first (and hopefully last) encounter with a jail cell. I
paid the $100 fine and vas released, but ay confidence vas
at an all tine low.

I instinctively knew that I would occasionally be read but
ay deternination grev stronger with each setback. After a
fev seall steps again, I was back to full steam ahead. In
the verz.late 60's, I decided to buy a car. [ vent toa
dealership and worked out a deal to trade cars. [ told the
salesperson that | drove the car all the tine but that |{_
brother held the title. The next day, I vent back, this time
as ay "brother”, signed for the car, and drove home. H{
confidence level vas at cloud nine. I still vonder if they
read me, but just didn't care as long as they sold the car.

There have been many setbacks and lanr successes since
then. Each positive activity builds confidence. [ met Julie

(CONTINUED, NEXT PAGE)

en [ went out dressed.

Especially For Me

A

In a Relaxed Atmosphere

LOCATED AT:
959-C NORTH CENTRAL AVE.

Boutique for TV'’s

FEATURING:
Wigs . Lingerie

Hosiery . Breast Forms
Street Clothing

Shoes to size 15W

Garters to size 3X

Make-up consultation

UPLAND, CA, 91786
(Above Mustang Books)

(

-

Mon. - Sat. 11 AM - 10 PM

N
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Sundays 11 AM - 7 PM
OPEN MOST HOLIDAYS

MAIL ORDERS ACCEPTED -
USE YOUR MC/VISA!

CALL: (714) 946-6251
FAX: (714) 946-5500 (NEW!)
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THE CON GAME ...

Alexander something over two years ago, and she convinced me
to chuck the gloves. Even though I had many years of
experience, [ have learned a lof from Julie's Tri-Ess
chapter.

1 am very confartabie in the female role now, in any
situation [ can 30 up to a security guar? and ask
directions (I nave had 3 few sessions with a speech
?athologzst ) Acting nervous is aluays a dead giveaway, but

find that [ am no {onger nervous. [ told someone that !
needed to get read to oring me back to reality; sure enough,
I had 2 new wig one day and vas read "big tiae“.in a
restaurant [ still don't like it, but I figure it comes
vith the terrltorz‘ .

Here are a few tips from ay 2xgeriencs that may help vou
algng the way If vou are read, just finish what you are
d01n€ and leave normally. Hurrying out is an admission of
guilt. If they smile at you (most of the time this is the
only indication you get), snile back. If they stare at you,
then stare back == they won't look at you for very long.
Just remember thal there are many shapes and sizes of
genetic women. And theg can never be cartain without a
physical examination. Study other women diligently --
practice makes perfect. You HAVE come a long way, baby!

NATIONAL EVENTS % CONVEMTIONS

Regional Conference

For information write: Linda Peacock

Southeastern

Presents

October 3-6, 1991

Sigma Epsilon
P. 0. Box 7241
Tallahassee, FL. 32314-7241

. "One is not barn, but rather becomes a
voman. =~ 3imone de Beauvoir in "The Second Sex'.

PrecisioN HAIR WORKs

ASK FOR ELLIOT ROGERS

Personal Hair Care Services
644 N. Fuller Ave.

at Melrose
213/ 939-8936

\%j‘f\ ) Box 368
Octoret Boston, MA 02215

Mass.
“ 3
\ppe“yw '
Q@q For more information
9\.\0 write:

Fantasia Fair
Kenmore Station,

The

A fun weekend for cross-dressers and their friends

Texss ‘T Party

Fourth Anausl

February 28, 29, and March 1 of 1882

in San Antonio, Texas
Come for:
a weekend to dress with the girls
the Texps sun and warm weather
the activities, the outings,
meet friends, new and old.

Seslton & Park Secisty
Texas T Party
P.O. Box 17
Butverde, TX 78163
or call: (512) 438-7604

.

i -— pr— \
Powder P Q gl l g
o eorf u’ﬁ’s _ﬂu‘
Orange County
present L am» The Golden State e )
APRIL 29 FOR INFORRATION, WRITE: c;urmu DREARIN'
- cfo P.P.O.C.
Y 3. 1992 ! T

-BENDE Q;Q: by the J. Walter Thompson
S N y survex‘ 3: those surveyed sagd

adveriising agency found that

aillion.

theY vould have a sex change operation in exchange for $10
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+ Sensuous clothing
in stock - sizes 6-20

+ Lingerie. Corsets,
Gloves, Rubber,
Hosierv, Leather,
and More

+ Exonc high-heels
and boots in
sizes 6-14

+ Magazines, Books,
and Videos

F-A-S-H-I-O-N-S

* Evervthing vou need
t0 make vour preferred
image compiete.

Bv Mail or in Person
For Cacaiogs :ail:
(714) 5386498

Or send $5.00 to:
Veraaaie Fashions
P.O. Box 05!
Tusun, CA 92681

Visie our Store at:
Versasile Fashions
1925 E. Lincoln Blvd.
Anaham, CA 32805
Nesr Se. College Bivd.
Store phone number:
(714) 776-1510

S 5 M
SN2, I AV
=t - o u‘\-\«gg;;wwaﬂﬁ:
pfeRel /3&%&32: fBeja R

M A KX I/

5 > ®
W\ INNOVATIVE CLOTHING OF THE NINETIES /= YOU'LL FIND OUT ‘
N _ Mg SOON ... IN @

HELPFU% HINT! Ever wish you had a credit card in your femne
nane’ {ou already have a card in your male name, it's
otally painless. 6o to the issuing bank/store and
thea that zour sister has moved in with you after her
: ‘ you would like a card on your account
issued in her name to help her credit history. Assuming you
have good credit with thea, the{.
i

easx and
tel
divorce and tha

1ssye the card, since you are s
paying the bill.

will be more than happy to
11 the one responsible for

AS T FINISH THIS MONTH'S ISSUE, IT IS 0BVIQUS
THAT WE WILL NOT GO INTO THE MAILSTREAM UNTIL
AUGUST STH. THIS IS DUE TG 4N UNDERSTAFFING
SITUATION AT MY REGULAR 408, CREATING OVERTIME
AND SPORADIC DAYS OFF.

THE TRaN
FASTEST 3RD

ivonty

ALK

i3 AP T T Dad
O OCOMHMUNITY S

e

WING MEWSLETTER

PLEASE ACCEPT MY APOLOGY FOR THE DELAY THIS ﬁ
CAUSED. I HOPE TO BE BACK TO THE NORMAL

DEADLINE & PRODUCTION SCHEDULE FOR THE
SEPTEMBER ISSUE.

Coping
with
Odtssdressing

Tools & Strategics
for Dartnere
In Committed Relationships

JoAnn Roberts

HELP!

: Is Here From CDS

Coping With Crossdressing—Too often, awoman is expected to
simply accept her partner's crossdressing without understanding
the behavior or the issues involved. JoAnn Roberts looks at
crossdressing from both sides of the relationship and discusses the
problems that arise for both partners. She suggests ways in which
to positively deal with the behavior.

Avdilable Now - $10.00 postpaid

Write: CDS, PO Box 1263, King of Prussia, Pa. 19406
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