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Cnpinin Weed, Woman,

HE Inqulry following the denth of
Captain John Weed early in the
present week digclosed the foct
that the person who hu! borne
this name for many years, bhoth

ne Lhe commanding officer of transatlantie

vessels and an Inmate of the sailors’ Snag

Harbor, on Staten Ikland, was o woman,
That a womun wias able to concenl her

frx for many years, under circumstinces

which forced her into constant contact with
men, I8 hardly more interesting than that
she wus able to dischurge the dutles which
devolve upon the master of an ocean vessel,

If thin proves anything It proves thut
rex does not neccssarily debar women from
following occupations which demand in an
extraordinary degroe the qualities of firm-
ness, endurance and courage. What one
woman has done, other women can do, and
clearly nothing  standy In the way of
woman's entering upon a seafaring Hfe
gave the conventlonal restraint which so-
ciinl laws, mostly of man's creatlon, have
placed upon her,

Tuis & one view to tnke of it; but there
1# another, Captain Weed was a successful
shipmaster only because she was able to
digguise hersell completely as a man. 8Bhe
could not have enforced disciptine on ship-
board nor commanded the respect of her
officers and crow as a woman, and this s
eloquently suggestive of the great differ-
ence which exists betweon trousers and
petiiconts,

Muaybe time will bring about a revolution
in this az it has in 80 many other matters
of dvep concern to the sex which, up to a
ha!lf i century ago, man wns taught to
consider weak. Maybe sex will not in the
future, as In the past, determine In od-
yance woman's plaee In the world of stren-
vous endeavor,

Maybe trousers will not alwaye take
procedence of petticoats on the high sons.
Maybie: we are approaching the time when
women neod nol disgulse themselves in or-




der to demonstrate that they are the equal
of men In ocoupitions which men like to
think of as exclusively thelr own.

Muaybe so, And yet It s Impossible that
the late Captaln Weed was an exceptionad
‘woman. The average man-—and pariiou-
larly the average married man—will find
it difMicolt to concelve how i woman that
was not exceptional could for years draw
on her boots while sitting in the middie of
the cabin floor, hitch up her trousers be-
fore ascending the bridge Iadder, reach
for the place where the back of her skirt
should be before walking across a wet
deck, feel for Lthe stecls In her walstooat
In times of great emergency, sit on her
feet while writing up her log book, and yot
have escaped detection, The only explana-
tlon for this Is thut sallors, as a rule, are
not men of much cxperience In woman's
ways. —Chioago Inter Ocean.
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